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THE BOOK OF PROVERBS. 



I. Title. The saperscription of the book, which has been handed down 
in the Masoretio text, and which rests upon several passages in the bo^k 
itself (as i. 1, x. 1, xxv. 1), may be more correctly rendered Sayings of Solomon. 
(See titles in the LXX. and of the Vulgate.) The Heb. word does, indeed, 
sometimes describe proverbs in the true sense, or general practical maxims, 
growing out of the spirit of a people and expressed in a popular form ; but in 
itself it signifies only resemblance, likeness, and it is therefore used, according' 
to Oriental poetry, to designate symbolic or parabolic apothegms, or poetic 
and philosophical maxims in the widest sense. (See Dr. Otto Zockler's Intro- 
duction.) n. Author. That Solomon was the author of the principal part 
of this book has never been doubted ; it is, no doubt, a selection &om the 
three thousand proverbs which he is said to have spoken (1 Kings iv. 32). It 
did not, however, as it stands proceed from him : from xxv. to xxix. inclusive 
they are said to have been arranged by order of King Hezekiah ; xxx. contains 
the instructions of Agur to his friends Ithiel and Ucal ; and xxxi. those of 
King Lemuel's mother to her son (^Litton). It seems certain that the collection 
was arranged in the order in whi(di we now have it, by different lumds, but it 
is not, therefore, to be concluded that they are not the productions of Solomon. 
Jewish writers say that Solomon wrote the Canticles in his youth, the Proverbs 
in his riper years, and Ecclesiastes in his old age {Home), III. Soope. '* To 
instruct men in the deeper mysteries of true wisdom and understanding, the 
height and perfection of whidi is the true knowledge of the Divine will and 
the sincere fear of the Lord" {Roberts), To this end the book is filled with 
the dioicest sententious aphorisms, infinitely surpassing all the eihical sayingB 
of the ancient sagas, and OGBBpriEmg in tiiemaelves dutinct doctrines, duties, 
etc., of piety towards God, of equity and benevolence towards man, and of 
sobriety and temperance, together with precepts for the right education of 
children, and for the relative situations of subjects, magistrates, and sovereigns" 
{Home), IV. Charaoteristics. " It may be rightly called a book of good 
works ; for Solomon there teaches the nature of a godly and useful life, so 
that every man aiming at godliness should make it h^ df^y handbook or book 
of devotion, and often read in it and compare with it his life" (lAdJier), " The 
Book of Proverbs is the best statesman's manual which was ever written. 
An adherent to t^e political economy and spirit of that collection of apothegms 
and essays would do more to eradicate from a people the causes of extrava- 
gance, debasement, and ruin, than all the contaibutions to political economy 
of Say, Smith, Malthus, and Chalmers together" {Coleridge), "AH the 
heathen mondists and proverbiaHsts joined together cannot furnish us with 
one such book as that of the Proverbs" {Stuart), " The Proverbs are so justly 
founded on principles of human nature, and so adapted to the permanent 
interests of man, that they agree with the manners of every age, and may be 
assumed as rules for the durection of our conduct in every condition and rank 
of life, however varied in its complexion or diversified by circumstances ; they 
embrace not only the concerns of private morality but the great objects of 
political importance" {Gray). "From the oratory of David we now pass to 
tiie school of Solomon, to find in the son of the greatest of theologians the 
first of philosophers" {Michaelis), 



Additional Note. — The Booh of Proverbs especially ada/pted for young 
men. — " The leading design of this portion of God's Word is, as stated in lihe 
begfinning of it, to give to the young men knowledge and discretion (1 — 4), 
wMch it especially directs him to seek by attention to the pious instructions 
of his parents (1 — 8, vL 20 — ^23) and the precepts of heavenly wisdom. It is 



^j^iwpis. 



(According to Angus.) 

Fart I.— A connected dlBoourse on the yalne 
and attainment of true wisdom., i.— iz. 

Part II.— Proverbs, strictly so called, ex- 
pressed with much force and sim- 
. plicity. ..., X.— xxiil6. 

Part III.— Contains several roiewed ad- 
monitions on the stady of wisdom 

xxiil7~xxiv. 

Part IV.— Proverbs selected by the men of 
Hezeldah ; by those, that is, whom he 
employed to restore the aervioe of the 
Jewish Church acnr.— xxix. 

Part v.— The wise instructions of Agur to 
his pupils Ithiel and Ucal, and lessons 
addressed to Lemuel by his mother, 
chiefly enigmatical xxx. 

A picture of female excellence xxxl 

(According to Home.) 

Part I.— The proem or exordium .... i— iz. 

Part n.— For the use of persons who have 
advanced from youth to manhood 

X.— xxii. 16. 

Part III.— Principally relating to rich men 
and nobles; a miscellsmeus collection 

xxii. 17— xxiv. 

Part ly.— A posthumous appendix 

XXV. — xxxL 

(According to LUton.) 

Part I.— An exhortation to wisdom .. L— ix. 

Part n.— Disconnected moral maxims 

X.— xxii 17. 



Part ni^—Obflervations on wisdom 

xxii. 17-xxlv. 

Part IV.— Separate maxims . . xxv.— xxix. 

Part v.— The supplement xxx.— >xxxL 

(According to Zdckler.') 

Part I.— INTEODUCTOEY. 

1. Group of admonitory discouzses 

i.&-lii85. 

2. Group of admonitory diKourses 

iv. 1— vii. 27. 

3. Group of adsumitocy discourses 

TliL 1-ix. 18. 

Port n.— OEIGINAL NUCLEUS OF THE 
COLLECTION. Genuine Proverbs of 
Solomon. 

1. Difference between the pious and un- 

godly X.— XV. 

2. Exhortations to obedience, etc. xvL— xxii. 

Part III.— ADDITIONS MADE BEFOBE 
HEZEKIAH'S DAY to the genuine 
Proverios of Solomon, which form the 
nucleus of tbfi collection. 

L Addition xxii. 17— xxiv. 22. 

2. Addition xxiv. 23, 24. 

Part IV.-GLBANINGS BY THE MEN OP 
HEZEKIAH. 

1. Admonition to the fear of God, etc.. xxv. 

2. Various warnings.. xxvL— xxix. 

Part V.-THE SUPPLEMENTS. 

1. Words of Agur ,.... xxx. 

2. Words of Lemuel, etc xxxi. 



indeed a etorehonBe of praotioal wisdom. It is a guide to his afiteotioxiB 
(It. 6 — ^23), to guard him against those temptations to which yonth is most 
exposed (i. 10, ii. 16—19, v. 1—14, vi. 24-^6, vii. 5—27, ix, 13—18, 
xxiii. 26 — 35, xxix. 3), and to direct him with regard to his settlement in life, 
by pointing ont the advantages of a wise (xiv. 1, xix. 14, xxxL 10 — ^31) and 
the evils of a wrong choice (xi. 22, xix. 13, xxi. 9 — 19, xxv. 24, xxvii. 15, 16). 
It moreover gives him that knowledge of the world which wUl abundantly 
sapply his want of experience, and guide his feet into the way of peace in his 
intercourse with it, teaching him what to expect and how to act under the 
ever-varying circumstances in which he may be placed " {MoholU), 
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a 1 K. iii. 12, iv. 
39, 32; Ecc. xii 
0,10. 

b Miller, who 
says : " Proverb 
iproverbium of 
theLat.)isavei7 
good translation, 
bea, as so terse 
and graphic as to 
be proverbium 
(/or, or instead 
o/j much verbi- 
age), the form oi 
speech being pre- 
gnant, and by 
some torn or 
trope crowding 
multum in parvo, 
the idea j»ro verbo 
or pro verbis an- 
swers very per- 
fectly." 

e Ps. cxir. 98— 
100; 2 Tl iii. 16 
— 17;lTh.v.21; 
FS.ZV1L4. 

w. 1, 2. Dr. J. 
Jortin, 8s, iii. 
376. 

w. 1—4. /. Aber- 
nethy, Ss. iii 1. 

d Dr, Thomas. 

Proverbs: "The 
wit of one man, 
and the wisdom 
of many."— Earl 
Rttssdl. "Rem- 
nants which, on 
account of their 
shortness and 
correctness, have 
been saved out of 
the wreck and 
ruins of ancient 
philosophy."— 
Aristotle. "Short 
sentences, into 
which, as in rules, 
the ancients have 
compressed life." 
— Agrieola. 
"Well-known and 
well-used dicta, 
framed in a some- 
what out-of-the- 
way form or 
fashion."— .Oym- 
mus. "Edge tools 
of speech, which 
cutand penetrate 
the knots of busi- 
ness and ttSaiia," 



CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

1—4. (1) proverbs, root of Heb. word sigs. either to rule, or 
to resemble : so these Provs. are some of them viaxinis, and others 
parables ; and not proverbs, in merely the current and popular 
sense. Solomon,^ who if he did not compose all, was at least 
the compiler, ^'and fixed upon all the sanction of an approving' 
inspiration."^ the . . David, son and father may well be proud 
of ea. other, king . . Israel, a great nation, and a great king*. 
It was this Sol. and no other man, with or assuming the name, 
who wrote this book — a royal author who wrote royally. (2) 
know,<^ become acquainted with, wisdom, piety : this, in its 
widest sense, the truest wisdom. instriLOtion, admonition ; 
warning and discipline, peroeive, discern, spiritual insight. 
(3) receive, into the heart as principles of holy living, the . . 
wisdom, the correction and discipline of religion, justioe, 
or right walking in relation to God. judgment, true opinion 
concerning conduct, custom, equity, what is right and reason- 
able towards man. (4) stlbtilty, cunning, in sense of skilful- 
ness ; in discriminating betw. truth and error, right and wrong, 
simple, open, candid inquirer, to . . man, this bk. pre-emi- 
nently one for youths, knowledge, of morals, disoretion, 
in speech and conduct. 

A great teaclter and true learner (ri\ 1 — 6). — In these six verses 
we have — I. A great teacher. 1. His history, the son of a great 
man, the king of a great people ; 2. His lessons, their form ; 8. 
His design, mental and moral culture. II. A true learner. 1. 
A wise man ; 2. Attentive ; 3. Improving.' 

Proverbs, — One of the missionaries was working up into prac- 
tical use a large collection of national proverbs gathered during 
many years of extended travel, and I subjoin a few, which 
especially struck me, either by their quaint force or their resem- 
blance to our own wise saws. For instance, the well-known 
warning not to look a gift horse in the mouth, has its equivalent 
in Bad^a, one of the Indian tongues, " If any one offers you a 
buffalo, do not ask if she gives milk ; " and the Malayali render- 
ing of ''A burnt child dreads the fire," is identical with the 
corresponding French proverb, *^ A scalded cat fears cold water," 
while the Hindu version is very picturesque and characteristic, 
''He whose father was killed by a bear is afraid of a black 
stump." Again, we say, " If you send an ass on its travels it will 
not come bsLck a horse," whidbi in Tamil runs, '' You may decorate 
an ass, but that will not make it a horse ; " and another dialect 
expresses nearly the same idea by the sententious adage, "A 
donkey may grow, but he will never be an elephant." The 
European proverbs that " No man is a hero to his valet de chumbre,'^ 
and that " Familiarity breeds contempt," are tersely and pictu- 
resquely combined in the Tamil adage, " The temple cat does not 
fear the idol." The Malayalis reprove a boaster who glories over 
the unfortunate, with the pithy remark, " Any one can leap a 
fallen tree ; " and their proverb, '' Running up and down the boat 
does not bring one sooner to land," is a keen rebuke to those who 
chafe and fret under curcumstances of forced inaction ; while the 
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sacred warning, not to cast pearls before swine is aptlj para- 
phrased by the question, *' What is the use of reading the Vedas 
to a wild buffalo ? " A few more Tamil sayings seem well worthy 
of notice. " The tears of the oppressed are ^arp swords," reads 
like a sentence from the Proverbs of Solomon ; and " The flower 
out of reach is dedicated to God," is surely a most graceful state- 
ment of the futility of day dreams of service and sacrifice in the 
pathless tuture. " The ant, measured by its own hand is eight 
spans long," expresses with superior elegance and force the gist 
of more than one English proverb ; and " A black cow may give 
white milk," is an adage admirable for terseness and point, even 
if doubtful in morality. There is much shrewdness in &e Servian 
proverbs, ^^ Speak the truth, but come away quickly after," and 
'' When an old dog barks, then see what the matter is ; " and 
volumes of truth and beauty are summed up in the simple saying, 
<< The sun goes over unclean places but is not defiled." Of how 
many bright and holy lives spent in labour among vice and 
misery, might this proverb be taken as the fittest motto I Russian 
proverbs present a remarkable combination of sound common 
sense, deep religious feeling, and pithy, almost coarse expression. 
A few taken almost at random will illustrate all three. ^'Measure 
your cloth ten times, for you can only cut it once." " A fool can 
cast a stone into the sea, but a hundred wise men cannot get it 
out." " If you knew where you would fall, you could put down 
straw." "Pray to God, but row towards diore." "With God 
go over the sea; without God cross not the threshold." "A 
mother's prayer saves from the depths of the sea." " Fear not 
the rich man's frowns, fear the beggar's tears." " Love me when 
I am black, when I am white every one will love me." " We 
cannot go to church for the mud, but we may get to the tavern." 
" Fleas do not bite each other." " No need to plant fools, they 
grow of themselves." " Ask a pig to dinner, and she will put 
her feet on the table."' 

6, 6. (5) wise . . hear,'' 1, conscious ignorance, and desire to 
know, are fruits of wisdom ; 2, who is there who may not teach 
something? and .. learning, <> 1, constantly increasing; 2, 
learning of many kinds, and all useful, and . . understand- 
ing,^ i.e. he who has widened his knowledge by hearing, shall . . 
counsels,* i.e, shall learn the art, and attain the x)ower of ruling. 
(6) understand, etc., " The climax of the definition of wisdom." « 
" Piety or wisdom is the only equipment for understanding these 
Proverbs."/ 

Proeerhg (f. 6).— 1. Abundant in all languages. II. As a rule 
spring from the people. III. Marked by great diversity of form. 
lY. Since so popular, natural that the Spirit should use them. 
Y. Those of this book all grave and good.^ 

A proverb defined. — ^A proverb is much matter decocted into 
few words. . . . Six essentials are required to the completing of a 
perfect proverb, namely, that it be — 



" By reading a 
man does as it 
were antedate 
his life, and 
makes himself 
contemporary 
with the ages 
past. And this 
way of ninning 
up beyond one's 
real nativity is 
much better 
than Plato's pre- 
existence ; b e - 
cause here a man 
knows some- 
thing of the 
state and is the 
wiser for it, 
which he is not 
in the other." — 
Collier. 

e Overland^ Jn- 
landy and Up- 
land. 

"How much 
more doth it 
concern us to be 
hearers ere we 
offer to be 
teachers of 
others. He ga- 
thers that bears, 
he spends that 
teacheth. If we 
spend before we 
^ther we shall 
soon prove bank- 
rupt8."-irp. HalL 



1. Short, 
% Plain, 

3. Common, 

4. Figurative, 
6. Ancient, 
6. True. 



Otherwise it is no 
proverb, but a 



1. Oration, 

2. Riddle, 

3. Secret, 

4. Sentence, 

5. Upstart, 

6. Libel.* 



a Caaea.-Apastlfs, 
Ma. xiiL 11, 16 ; 
Jo. ii. 22, xii. 16 : 
Ethiopian noble, 
Ac. viii 27—39 : 
S. PauluSf Ac. 
xiii. 7 : Bereans, 
Ac. xvii. 11, 12: 
Apollos, Ac. xviii. 
24—28 ; 1 Co. iii. 
6. 

6 Ph. iiL 13 ; Pr. 
ix. 9; Ex. xviii. 
17—24; 1 Calil. 
18. 

e Fs. cxix.*18, S3, 
34;lCk>.ii9,10; 
He. xiii 9. 

d Lit. helnuman- 
shipSf f r. root ^ 
cord, i.e. rope o2 
a rudder. 

e Stanley. 

/Maier. 

g Dr. Amot. 

h T. Fuiler. 
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boliness the 
right path to 
knowledere 

a Job zxviiL 28 ; 
Ps. czL 10 ; Ecc. 
ziL 13; Ha ziL 
28,29. 

b Caj8es.-Cfefn, Ge. 
iv. 6—8: Jffophni 
and Pfunehtu, 1 
& iL 12: Reho- 
boaftiy 1 £. zii. 13. 

c F& xxztL 1 ; Je. 

viii.9. 

V. 7. Dr, H. More J 
St. 85; W. F. 
Vaneey Ss. 101; 
J. Fonge, St. i. 
141; W. Gresley, 
Ss. 139. 

Proverbs are — 
"Jewels five 
words long, that, 
on the stxetoh'd 
forefinger of all 
time, sparkle for 
eyer."-Tennyson. 

d R. T. S. 

tt our stock of 
knowledge be not 
increasing, it is 
wasting. 



observe 

parental 

Instruotlon 

a Cases. — Abra- 
^niy Qe. xxil. 9 : 
Mosesj He. xL 23 : 
Samuel,! 0.128: 
Solomon^ 1 K iv. 
29, 30; 2 Oh. ix. 
8;<^. 1K.X1. 6— 
11: Timothy, 2 
Tim. i. 6, ill 16. 

b Ep. vi. 2 ; Ca 
iii 20 ; Je. xxxv. 
18, 19 ; Lu. ii. 16 ; 
Jo. ziz. 27. 

w. 7—9. II. Good- 
icin, Ss. ii. 262. 

v.d. A.BaUv,8ee 
English Preacher, 
i.l2L 

"Afl letters gra- 
ven in the body 
of a tree, they 
grow up with the 
tree, and the fruit 
of the tree grows 
up with the tree, 
and therefore the 
twigs break not 
with the great- 



7. fear . . Lord,* 1, lodged in mind, memoiy, heart ; 2, respect 
for His authority, power, presenoe ; S, holy, filial fear, is . . 
knowledge, the first and chitf thing, in all true Icnowledge : 
that His glory — and therefore our good — ^may be advanced by 
what we leain. fools,* the hardened, the stapid, sinners who 
reject God's rule, despise,' as men pnffed np with conceit, 
wisdom, pie^, as the right role of life, and end of study, in- 
struotlon, of age, holiness, experience. 

The root of hnorvledge (v. 7). — L Show the advantage of know- 
ledge, even of worldly knowledge ; especially of the higher 
knowledge, of the way of salvation. II. Show that the first step 
in this higher knowledge is the fear of the Lord. He who fears 
God will study the best things, and study them weU. 

Two hard students. — In the early part of the reign of King 
WiUiam III., the University of Edinburgh had, at the same time, 
two bright ornaments. Dr. Rule, M.D., and Mr. Oampbell, Pro- 
fessor of Divinity. Ihr. Rule was also an acceptable and tried 
minister. The lodging-rooms of these two eminent men stood so 



as that the windows were opposite to each other, though sb some 
distance. Dr. Rule used to sit up late at his studies, and it was 
Professor Campbell's custom to rise very early in the morning ; 
so that many times the doctor's candle would not be put oat by 
the time Mr. Campbell's was lighted. The one, their friends 
used to call the evening star ; and the other, the morning star. 
They lived togfether in great love, and a most intimate friendship 
subsisted between them tiU death. The doctor died but a little 
time before Mr. CampbeU. When the tidings came to Mr. Gamp- 
bell that the doctor was departed, he was deeply impressed. He 
presently recovered himself, and said, " that the evening star was 
gone down, and the morning star would soon disappear." * 

8, 9. (8) son,* the reader is addressed with parental kindness 
and authority, father,* obedience to a father the finest modd 
of subordination in patriarchal times, forsake, as old-womanish, 
or old-fashioned, the . . mother, which she practised for her 
good, and urges — out of her loving heart — for thine. (9) they, 
being obeyed ornament, garlimd. g^race, gracefulness: i.e, 
a beautiful adornment, and . . neck, emblem of authority 
gained by learning and obedience. 

MHaZ love a blossom of beauty (v. 9). — ^L God the Author of the 
family constitution. II. La.tended the parent to rule in the world 
of home. III. The moral beauty of children found in obedience 
to these Divinely appointed home-rulers. 

Influence of a 'mother'' s love. — The Rev. Thomas Binney, when 
preaching a funeral sermon for Mr. Birrell, who died while a 
student for the ministry, mentioned the following fact in con- 
nection with his early career, previous to his conversion : — 
" What a mysterious tiling I What a mysterious, magical, 
divine thing, is a mother's love I How it nestles about the 
heart, and goes with the man, and speaks to him pure words, 
and is like a guardian angel I This young man could never 
take any money that came to him from his mother, and 
spend that upon a Sunday excursion, or a treat to a theatre. 
It was a sacred thing with him ; it had the impression and the 
inscription of his mother's image, and his modier's purity, and 
his mother's piety, and his mother's love. It was a sacred thing 
to him ; and those things that he felt to be questionable, ocfelt 
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to be siiifal, were always to be provided for by other resonroes, 
and by money that came to him from other hands. Oh I there 
is the poetry of the heart, the poetry of oar home and domestic 
affections, uie poetry of the religion of the hearth and the altar, 
abont that little incident ; and it strikes me as being perfectly 
beantifnl." — My vwther's Bible. — On one of the shelves in my 
library, surrounded by volumes of all kinds, on various subjects 
and in various languages, stands an old book, in its plain 
covering of brown paper, unprepossessing to the eye, and appa- 
rently out of place among the more pretentious volumes that 
stand by its side. To the eye of a stranger it has certainly 
neither beauty nor comeliness. Its covers are worn ; its leaves 
marred by long use ; its pages, once white, have beocmie yellow 
with age ; yet, old and worn as it is, to me it is the most beauti- 
ful and most valuable book on my shelves. Ko other awakens 
such associations, or bo appeals to all that is best and noblest 
within me. It is, or rather it was, my mother's Bible — com- 
panion of her best and holiest hours, source of her unspeakable 
joy and consolation. From it she derived the principles of a 
truly Christian life and (^aracter. It was the light to her feet 
and the lamp to her path. It was constantly by her side ; and, 
as her steps tottered in. the advancing pilgrimage of life, and her 
eyes grew dim with age, more and more precious to her became 
the well-worn pages. One morning just as the stars were fading 
into the dawn of the coming Sabbath, the aged pilgrim passed 
on beyond the stars and beyond the morning, and entered into 
the rest of the eternal Sabbath — ^to look upon the face of Him 
of whom the law and the prophets had spoken, and whom not 
having seen she had loved. And now no legacy is to me more 
precious than that old Bible. Years have passed ; but it stands 
there on its shelf, eloquent as ever, witness of a beautiful life 
that is finished, and a nlent monitor to the living. In hours of 
trial and sorrow it says : Be not cast down, my son ; for thou 
shalt yet praise Him who is the health of thy countenance, and 
thy God. In moments of weakness and fear it says : Be strong 
now, my son, and quit yourself manfully. When, sometimes, 
from the cares and conflicts of external life, I come back to the 
study, weary of the world and tired of men — of men that are 
BO haid and selfish, and a world that is so imfeeling — and the 
strings of the soul have become untuned and discordant, I seem 
to hear that Book saying, as with the well-remembered tones of 
a voice long silent : Let not your heart be troubled. For what 
is your life 7 It is even as a vapour. Then my troubled spirit 
becomes calm ; and the little world, that had grown so great and 
so formidable, sinks into its true plietce again. I am peaceful, I 
am strong. There is no need to take down the volume from the 
shelf, or open it. A glance of the eye is sufficient. Memory and 
the law of association supply the rest. Yet there are occasions 
when it is otherwise ; hours in life when some deeper grief has 
troubled the heart, some darker, heavier cloud is over tiie spirit 
and over the dwelling, and when it is a comfort to take down 
that old Bible and search its pages. Then, for a time, the latest 
editions, the original languages, the notes and commentaries, and 
all the critical apparatus which the scholar gathers around him 
for the study of the Scriptures, are laid aside ; and the plain old 
English Bible that was my mother's is taken from the shelf.*' | 



neas of the weight 
of it; becaiue 
they grow up to- 
gether."— <?<»*. 

'^Beveryvigihuit 
over thy child in 
the April of his 
understanding, 
lest the frosts of 
May nip his 
blosBoms. While 
he is a tender 
twig, straighten 
him ; whilst he is 
a new vessel, 
season him; 
such as thou 
makest him, such 
commonly shalt 
thou find him. 
Let his first 
lesson be obedi- 
ence, and his 
second shall be 
what thou wilt. 
Give him educa- 
tion in good 
letters, to the 
utmost of thy 
ability and his 
oapadty. Season 
his youth with 
the love of his 
Creator, and 
make the fear <Mt 
his Gk)d the be- 
ginning of his 
knowledge. If he 
have an active 
spirit, rather 
rectify than curb 
it ; but reckon 
idleness among 
his chiefest 
faults. As his 
judgment ripenai, 
observe his in- 
clination, and 
tender him a 
calling that shall 
not cross it. 
Forced maniagea 
and callings sel- 
dom prosper. 
Show him both 
the mow and the 
plough ; andpre- 
•pare him as weH. 
for the danger of 
the skirmish as 
possess him with 
the honour of the 
prize."— Quarto. 

c Dr. Haven. 

The end of learn- 
ing is to know 
God, and oitt of 
that knowledge 
to love and imi- 
tate Him. 
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a Cases.— ilrfrtm, 
Ge. lii. 6 : Pro- 
phei, 1 K. xiii. 15 
— 19, 24 : Jehoaha- 
phui, 1 K. xxii. 4 : 
Joush, 2 Ch. xxiv. 
17, 18; Oalnlians, 
Oa. i. 6, 7, iii. 1. 

* Cases.— Joseph, 
Ge. xxxix. 9, 10: 
Micaiah,lK. xjcii. 
13, 14 : Job, ii. 9, 
10 : Peter, Ac. 
Tlii.18,20: Jesus, 
Ma. vi. 3—10. 

c W. W. Whfjthe. 
"It is of vast 
moment to be 

* just right 'when 
starting. At 
Preston, at 
Maliues, at many 
such places, the 
railway lines 
go gently 
asunder; so fine 
is the angle that 
at first the paths 
are almost paral- 
lel, and it seems 
of small moment 
which you select. 
But a little fur- 
ther on one of 
them turns a 
corner, or drives 
into a tunnel, and 
now that the 
speed is full the 
angle opens up, 
and at the rate 
of a mile a mi- 
nute the divided 
convoy tlies 
asunder; one 
passenger is on 
the way to Italy, 
another to the 
swamps of Hol- 
land ; one will 
step out in Lon- 
don, the other in 
view of the Irish 
Channel."— i>r.j: 
JIamilton. 

a Comp. mocking 
question of the 
tempter concern- 
ing Job (i. 9). 
"Doth Job fear 
Qod/ornoughtt" 

"The 'evil doers* 
deride their vic- 
tims as being 
righteous gratis, 
or* In vain.' They 
get nothing by it. 
It does them no 
good."-^*. Com. 

"Sinners are es- 
sentially hypo- 



10. sinners, ungodly in general : but esp. professional and 
habit aal sinners, entice, <> make a door of tliee : lay thee open, 
consent . . not,^ afford thou no entrance. Open not thy heart 
to then friendship, nor thy mind to their plausible suggestions. 

AfatJier's warning (v. 10). — I. The enticers of youth. 1. From 
within ; 2. From without. II. The enticements. 1. Pleasant ; 
2. Alluring ; 3. Deceitful ; 4. Dangerous. III. The prescription. 
1. Blunt refusal ; 2. Obstinate resistance.'^ 

A child tempted to disobedience. — ^A boy was once tempted by 
his companions to pluck some ripe cherries from a tree which his 
father had forbidden him to touch. "Tou need not be afraid," said 
they, "for if your father should find out that you had taken them, 
he is so kind, that he would not hurt you." " For that very reason," 
replied the boy, " I ought not to touch them ; for though my 
father may not hurt me, my disobedience would hurt my father." 
— One false step. — ^A boy who was a scholar in one of the Sunday 
schools in Leeds, was on his way to school, when he was accosted 
by some others, who invited him to join them in a walk. At 
first he refused, then vacillated, then consented. They sauntered 
into the principal street of the town ; then into a yard, climbed 
upon a wall, and found themselves within reach of the window 
of a warehouse, which, on trial, they found unfastened. Without 
reflecting on the consequences, some of them opened the window 
and got in, leaving the Sunday scholar to keep watch on the wall. 
They ransacked the place until they came to a desk, which by 
some means they opened, and abstracted a sum of money. This 
they divided, giving to their companion a share of it. Unknown 
to ihem., their motions had been observed, and their object sus- 
pected ; and very quickly the police had them all in safe custody. 
The widowed mother of the Simday scholar received late in the 
day the intelligence that her boy was in prison on a charge of 
robbing a warehouse. It came like a lightning blast upon her 
spirit. The examination of the boys by the magistrate soon 
followed, and notwithstanding the earnest protestations of the 
boy, and the solemn assurance of his widowed mother that it was 
his first offence, the evidence of participation in the deed was so 
conclusive, that, in common witii his guilty guides to crime, he 
was sentenced to three months' imprisonment m the House of 
Correction. That was too much for his yet unhardened heart ; it 
was a stroke which nature could not bear. He sickened from 
that hour, and at the expiration of about three weeks a message 
was sent to his widowed mother to fetch away the dead body of 
her son. He died emphatically of a broken heart. 

11 — 14. (11) if . . say, if, for example, their enticement take 
this form, come, become one of our fraternity, let . . blood, 
as huntsmen in pursuit of their calling, for . . cause,a not 
offering the excuse of even private revenge. (12) let us, etc., 
as a pit dug by hunter suffers not the prey to escape. (13) we . . 
substance, but how if the law presently found them ? we . . 
spoil, and our memory with stings, our conscience with remorse, 
our souls with guilt. (14) oast . . tis,* wh. involves the same 
lot hereafter, let . . purse, and one punishment, one doom, one 
hell. All this an example of the unblushing effrontery with wh. 
wicked schemes are sometimes proposed. 

Warming against temptation. — Introd. — ^What sinners are-^ 
what it is to entice (boys suggesting to otiiers the robbing of an 
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orchard, etc.). I. Reaeong why we should "not consent." 1. 
Because when we begin to sin it is hard to stop. (Boy running 
down hill ; prisoner in gaol — how he came tq be in sudb a place ; 
beginnings of sin.) Flee from all appearance of evil. 2. Because 
it is dangerous. (Railway train thrown off line by log of wood or 
stone. Sin throws us off the rails of God's commands. Laying 
bricks, each one must be put true, or the building may become 
unsafe. So the habits we form day by day.) 3. Because it is dis- 
gfraceful. In the appearance sin gives us, and in the company 
into which it brings us. Effect of sin on the countenance — 
anger, deceit, envy, etc. The company sin brings us into here 
and hereafter. Application : — Need for pardon of the sins we 
have committed, and for grace to keep us from sinning still. 
How we may gain these.' 

Power of filial lore. — The liiree sons of an Eastern lady were 
invited to furnish her witii an expression of their love before 
she went a long journey. One brought a marble tablet, with the 
inscription of her name ; another presented her witii a rich 
garland of fragrant flowers ; the third entered her presence and 
thus accosted her, "Mother, I have neither marble tablet nor 
fragrant nosegay, but I have a heart : here your name is engraved, 
here your memory is precious, and this heart full of affection will 
follow you wherever you travel, and remain with you wherever 
you repose." 

15, 16. (15) walk not, comp. Ps. i. 1. refrain . . path, do not 
take the first downward step, for the hill is slippery and steep. 
Avoid the very begfinnings of evil." Do not parley with tempta- 
tion. (16) run, &e sign of their eagerness, evil, of all sorts, 
wh. in the end is sure to become evil unto themselves, shed 
"blood,* see I'. 11, and comp. v. 18. 

Evil cmnpanumshii?. — ^Mr. Jay gives, in his Reminiscences, the 
following mournful account of a young man, the only son of his 
predecessor at Bath. He had good abilities, and seemed much 
inclined to become truly religious ; but he " became acquainted 
with some sceptical, or as, by a patent of their own, tiiey call 
themselves, free-thinking young men ; gave up the house of God 
and the Sabbath. Swimming on a Sunday, for amusement and 
experiment, he caught a chiU, which brought on consumption. 
This for months gave him wamiug, and space for repentance ; 
but it is to be feared this grace of God was in vain. During his 
gradual decline he refused all intercourse wiiAi pious friends or 
ministers ; and when liis good nurse entreated him to call me in, 
as I lived close by, and there had been such an intimacy between 
US, he frowned and rebuked her, and ordered her to mind her 
own business. On the last day of his life, unasked, I ventured 
into his dying chamber. He was sensible, but exclaimed, '0 
Voltaire I Voltaire ! ' He then raised himself up in the bed, and, 
wringing his hands, again exclaimed, * that young man ! ' I 
said, ' My dear sir, what young man ? ' With a countenance 
indescribable he answered, ' I will not tell you.' What have I 
seen in a long ministry of the dire effects of evil associates and 
licentious publications I " 

17—19. (17) snrely . . hird, "strictly speaking, the first 
prorerh in the book," and supposed by some to mean that birds, 
seeing a trap, would not go into it ; and so the innocent would . 



crites. They dare 
not show their 
true characters 
to their fellow- 
men. Were they 
to do so, instead 
, of enjoying social 
i fellowship and 
I patronage, they 
j would be shun- 
i ned as monsters. 
Hence they al- 
ways work under 
mask, and love 
the dark."-AipW 
ThomaSf D.D. 

b Better trnns. as 
a promise or offer, 
" Thou Shalt cast 
in thy lot," etc, 
i.e. thou Shalt 
have full share in 
all we get. 

c Dr. NevBton, 



a "The devil doth 
not know the 
hearts of men, 
but he may feel 
their pulse, know 
their temper, and 
s accordingly 
can apply him- 
self that way 
the tide of a 
man's constitu- 
tion runs, that 
way tlie wind of 
t e m p t a tion 
blows. Satan 
tempts the ambi- 
tious man with a 
crown, the san- 
guine man with 
beauty, the covet- 
ous man with a. 
wedge of gold." 
—An Old Writer. 

6 Isa. lix. 7 : Ro. 
iii. 16. 

r. 16. Dr. J. Law- 
son, ii. 456. 

Those are 
marked for ruin 
that are deaf to 
reproof and good 
counseL 



a "The sense of 
the proverb is. — 
the wicked, who 
think themselv 
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shrewd and wise, 
are mare silly and 
foolish than even 
the birds of the 
air which flit over 
their heads. The 
birds flee from 
the net wh. is 
spread in their 
^ht, but the 
Wiokfid spnad a 
net for themselves 
and are taken 
thereby." — 
Wordsworth, 

6 Ps. vii 14—16. 

« Ha.iL9;lTi. 
Ti9,ia 

dDr»Thofnas. 

V. 19. Dr. T, Hunt, 
5B. 

e WMteeross 



a The personifi- 
cation of abstract 
qualities is an ef- 
ficient mode of 
producing im- 
pressicm and con- 
Yeying instruc- 
tion, esp. to the 
young. 

b ''Wisdom goes 
where aU public 
matters go, to the 
great squares and 
places of busi- 
ness."— J/mer. 

''She need not be 
ashamed of her 
teachings bee. she 
is a true friend of 
the people."-Orto 
ZOekler. 

e Bu. iv. 1, S. 

«v.20,Sl. A.SttP' 
naby,L 

dS.T.& 



a "The three 
classes are ad- 
dressed in a gra- 
(Inated scale. 
'Simple,' open, 
fatally open to 
evil; then the 
'scomers,' mock- 
ing at aU good; 
lastly, the 'fools' 
in the darker 



be vainly hanted after. The point, however, is not that a net is 
Tainly set when the bird sees it, bat ]ust the opposite ; in vain 
the bird sees it when it is set, for he wiifuUy and foolishly rashes 
into it." bird, lit. viaster of a wing. (18) own blood,^ this is 
the unexpected but appropriate issue of their plotUngs. (19) 
greedy of gain/ and so strives to gain it nnlawfnlly. of the 
owners, better, of him that gets it in possesion. It becomes a 
fatal curse to him. 

, Moral traps (v. 17). — I. 3in lays traps for sonls. Net made of 
sensuality, avarice, ambition, etc. II. These traps are laid in 
secre<y. Sin worlm insidiously — takes advantage of ignorance, 
etc. in. These traps must be exposed. This the work of the 
true teacher.'' 

Good use of Bible precept, — A poor boy going to a Sabbath 
school was met by a companion, who invited him to play the 
truant ; but he absolutely refused, and went to school. When 
this came to be known, the boy was asked what it was that kept 
him from complying with the temptation. He answered, " Be- 
cause I read in my Bible, * My son, if sinners entice thee, consent 
thou not'"' 

20, 21. (20) wisdom, Heb. chocniah, fr. chacam, to judge, 
decide. Here the word used is a plural one, Toisdcms, for aU. 
forms of wisdom. We may express the ideas of the woid by the 
terms intelligent piety j<^ that TvrLBdom of which the '' fear of the 
Lord " is the begmning. withotlt, out of doors, streets, or 
open sqvares, the usual resorts of men.^ (21) plaoe of con- 
oourse, lit. where confusion is; the hum of crowded market- 
places; noisy places, openings of the gates, where the 
city magistrates held their courts,^' and other business was done, 
olty, poss. tJie citadel ; or the interior parts of the city. 

Wisdom's voice (w. 20 — 29). — ^I. An awakening appeaL 1. By 
whom it is made ; 2. The places in which it is addressed ; 3. The 
manner in which it is delivered ; 4. The persons to whom it is 
applied. II. An important exhortation. 1. The subject to which 
this exhortation refers — ^tum in rex)entance, with full purpose of 
heart, without delay; 2. The inducement to do this. III. A 
solemn denunciation. 1. Its procuring cause ; 2. Its terrific 
nature — ^aggravating consideration. 

A sceptic in a storm. — Captain Benson relates that the late 
Percy Bysshe SheUey, who made no secret of his infidelity, and 
who seemed to have spirits which no danger could appal, when 
overtiJLen by a storm at sea, while sailing in Lord Byron's yacht, 
appeared to have lost all energy, and the horrors of approaching 
death made him weep like a child. Those holy names which he 
never before pronounced but in ridicule, he now called Tipon in 
moving accents of serious prayer, and implored the protection of 
that Being whose existence he affected to disbelieve.*' 

22, 23. (22) simple,'* or ignorant ; those who, being un- 
thoughtf ul and frivolous, are easily drawn aside by temptation, 
soomers, who ridicule as well as neglect truth and goodness . 
sneering at sacred things, fools, those who are malignant, and 
hate knowledge. The marvel of grace is the Divine longsuffering 
with such. (23) tnm you, the physical movement that illus. 
the moral act of repentance,^ " Turn, for you can do it, you must 
do it, you are bound to do it." reproof, but not rei>roof only ; 
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it iB immediatelj cozmected with promises and ofteis of grace, 
spirit,*^ comp, Joel ii. 28 ; Ac. ii 17. 

Smneri admonished (v. 23). — ^I. The reproofs He adzninisters. 
1. By the Scriptiires ; 2. B^ ministezs ; 3. By conscieiice ; 4. By 
ProYideiioe. H. The sabmisBion He requires. We are to return 
— ^1. With penitent hearts; 2. Believing minds; 3. Ferrent 
devotion; 4. Prompt obedience. III. The encouragement He 
imparts. 1. A convincing Spirit ; 2. Quickening Spirit ; 3. Com- 
forting Spirit ; 4. Sanctifjring Spirit.'* 

Ibur universalists. — In a town in the interior of America, the 
board of select men who governed its local affairs was composed 
of four universalists (or men who contended for the final happi- 
ness of idl mankind, whether believers or not) and a pious 
physician. They acted through the year in great harmony as to 
the business of tiie town, but at their last meeting it was deter- 
mined to attack the doctor. After they had finished their trans- 
actions, one of them said, " Doctor, we have been very happy in 
being associated with you the year past, and that the business of 
the town has been conducted in harmony, and to the satisfaction 
of our constituents. We have found you to be a man of good 
sense, extensive information, unbending integrity, and of the 
purest benevolence. It is astonishing to us that a man of your 
amiable character should believe the doctrine of future punish- 
ment." The doctor replied, " Gentlemen, I should regret very 
much the forfeiture of the good opinion which your partiality 
has led you to entertain of me. Will you have the goodness to 
answer candidly a few questions ? Do you believe in a future 
state ?" They replied, " We do." " You beUeve that death will 
introduce all men to a state of perfect happiness 7" *' Of this we 
have no doubt." " Are you now happy ?" " We are not ; we are 
fax from it." " How do men act when they are unhappy, and 
know that happiness is within their reach ?" " They endeavour 
to attain that happiness." " Do you believe that I understand 
the nature and operation of medicine ?" ** We have no doubt, 
doctor, of your skill in your profession ; but what has that to do 
with the subject ?" " In this box," said the doctor, taking a tin 
box in his hand, " are piUs, which, if you swallow each of you 
one, will, without pain, carry you, within one hour, out of this 
world of trouble ; and, if your doctrine be true, place you in a 
world of perfect felicity. WiU you accept of one of them?" 
"No, sir." "Will you?" ».*No,sir." When they had aU refused 
the doctor said, "You must excuse me, gentlemen, from em- 
bracing your doctrine until I have better evidence that you 
believe it yourselves." This closed the debate. 

24, 25. (24) because, etc.,- there seems to be an interval of 
fiilenoe, during wh. Wisdom waits to see if any would heed her. 
None accept, so her voice of pleading is changed for one of judg- 
ment.' refaeied, to stop in your wilful ways, and give heed to 
me. stretched . . hand, the fig. for earnestness in beseeching.* 
(25) set at nought, regarded as unimportant and worthless. 
"How natural therefore tihe doctrine that there comes a time 
when, we have sinned away the day of g^race ]"« would none 
of, lit. were not willing or inclined to it. 

Judgment foUows disohedievuse (t?i?. 24 — ^26).— I. A merciful 
visitatioiL 1. Call ; 2. Entreaty ; 3. Counsel ; 4. Beproof . II. 
Just complaint. 1. Neglect ; 2. Refusal ; 3. Scorn. III. An 



senaeof theword, 
hardened, obsti- 
nate, perverse, 
hating the know> 
ledge they have 
rejected." — Spk. 
Com, 

h Ese. xxziii. 11 ; 
Isa. Iv. 7. 

c "I offer to you 
both My word 
outwardly to 
your ears, and a 
plentiful measure 
of My Spirit to 
make that word 
effectual to you." 
—Bishop Hail, 

d Eta in 400 Sks. 
f>. 2Sl. Dr. H. 
Hammond, iy. 
675. 

Scratch the green 
rind of a sapling, 
or wantonly twist 
it in the soil, and 
a scarred or 
crooked oak will 
tell of the act for 
centuries to 
come. How for- 
cibly does this 
figure teach the 
necessity of 
giving right ten- 
dencies to the 
minds and hearts 
of the young I 
" Wouldst thou 
but receive and 
hearken to the 
easiest things re- 
presented by 
Grod, these would 
enlighten and 
enliuge thy soul 
to receive more ; 
especially, walk- 
ing by the light 
thou hast, be it 
ever so little, 
that invites and 
draws in more." 
— Abp. Leighton. 



a Comp. Isa. Ixv. 
J2, Ixvi. 4; Je. 
vli. 13, 14; Eze. 
viii. 18. 

h Job xL 13; 
Ps. IxvilL 81, 
Ixxxviil. 9. 

cMUler. 

Ro. iii 4, 5, z. 21. 

w. 24 — 26. J. 
Pearce, 387; P. 
Skelton, iiL 175. 
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Cap. 1 32, 33.] PROVERBS. 

Ibo late. — I woe once. utyE the Bev. J. East, in his work en- 1 
titled The Village, called upon to visit a dyin^ man in BiiBtol, 
under the following circumBlances : He bad not entered the ! 
chQich tor manf years. At last he made up his mind to go, and 
on the morning of the Sabbath he and hie wife went. Bnt the 
door was olosed, the ohurch being under repair. Thej returned 
home disappointed. In the evening: they went to another 
church. It was so crowded that they could get no fortber than 
the doorWOT, and were nnable to hear a woni. On tie follow- 
ing Sunday he resolved to make another effort ; but while he was 
diessing he fell dowa in an apoplectic fit, and never spoke again! 
He knew me when I entered his chamber. I preached the Gospel 
in his dying ear, but he was speechless, and I could not learn the 
at&te of his mind. This case illustratiee soma parts of the first 
chapter of Proverbs : " Then shall they call upon TSe, bnt I will 
not answer ; they shall seek Me early, bnt they ahal! not find Me." 
The procrastinating sinner may say, " I will serve God by-and-by. 
He shidl have the Bervioes of my age :" and (Jod may say, " Ho ; 
thou shalt not have old age to offer Me." 

32, 33. (32) taming wvo.y, instead of, as they should, 
tnming ttrmardt Wisdom. The term is osed in grave irony, 
prosperity, better, the tareletmett, eaijifidneu. faUe teaurity. 
" The ea^-going indifference to lugher tmtha is that wh. 
destroys." (33) dwell soielj, lit. in ctrnfidence.' quiet &om 
fear, as illns. by the wise man who built on the rock.' 

The proiperitr/ of fools {v. .12).— I. Fools are men with weak 
minds and wicked hearts— especially the latter. 11. Buch often 

Erosper in a worldly sense. A man may get on in the world with 
ttle knowledge and less genius. lU. The prosperity of such 
often leads to their destruatioa.' 

VUit to a dying man. — " I once attended, on his dying bed," 
says Mr. Ford, " a man whose early history had given promise of 
better things, but whose goodness was as the morning cloud and 
the earW dew. As I entered the room he fixed his eyes upon me, 
with a fearful expression of countenance, and in the spirit and 
almost in the very language of the Qadarene demoniac, ex- 
claimed, ' Why ace you come to torment me T I replied, ' I am 
not oome to torment yon ; I am come to tell you Uiat tjiere is 
iii.Tcy, mcroj- y-:i. and mcro" t'> lii for you.' He laised his arm 
ifith Tehemenec, aud said, ' No ineny for me 1 no meroy for me I 
DO tneny for me I 1 have siuii(:d through all ; I have despised 
.ill. I wn dying, and I am damned 1' His arm fell, and he 
iiupaimdy ceased to breathe. 1 thonght him dead, bnt was mis- 
■ ikeo ; tbeie still was life ; there was even conscionsnesa. 
: I :i-hiiig a long-drawn broath, as if for some desperate effort, 
: covering his face, with tliu evident intention of oonoealing 
agony whioh was written there, he ntb»ed the most awful 
. n I ever heard, and then expired. If anything could in- 
" -or of that 5c, lip, it was the following ciraum- 
man Bscrihirl rli" ruin of his soul to a popular 
, on somi; i'<iiMi'? occasion, he heard deliver a 
~eply affected lii'ii, and whom, at the close of tie 
lighted to mi'-''., at the house of a mutual friend. 
1 disap|K>intLiii.'iit, The individual who in tiie 




So Dhu. fr. Woai, 



Bala, IL tOt; 



If Mi, U. IM. 
CeiuaitaokBiuh 
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ehildten of Jesus, 
eyen the young- 
est, should strive 
to be like Him. 



c Pr. Til. 1 ; Pb. 
ozlzU. 

The reception BsA 
retention at Div. 
tniths are both 
Indicated in the 
terme of this 
Terse. 

b ** The ear must 
be turned away 
from the sounds 
of earthly plea- 
sure, the din of 
worldliness, and 
the voice of hu- 
man speculation, 
and must listen 
attentively to 
o o mmunications 
from the spiritual 
and eternal.*'— 2). 
flwmcUyDJ). 

cPr.i.2,xvil6. 

d Mat. ziiL 44; 
ZjU. XV. 8. 

Beference may 
jxMB. be to seek- 
ing the precious 
ores in dark 
mines. 

Job zxviii. 13— 
SO. 

e Dr. J. Edmonds. 
fDr, W.Amot, 

A. nobleman 
showed a friend 
bis large collec- 
tion of the rich- 
est gems, and re- 
marked that 
they yielded him 
no income. The 
other replied, 
that he had two 
stones that cost 
him ten florins 
nch, that yield- 
ed him two hun- 
dred florins a 
year. The com 
man stones were 
nseful; the idle 
treasures useless. 

•». 1— «. C. ChaUy 
U. 88; i^. /. 



adYentnres, jokee, and anecdotes kept the company till past mid- 
night in a roar of laughter. The consequence may be easily 
imagined. Hie unhappy man who was doomed to witness that 
incongruous scene persuaded himself that Christianity was dis- 
believed by its professional advocates, and thenceforth he treated 
it as unworthy of his notice." 



CHAPTER THE SECOND. 

1 — 6. (1) receive my words, simply, talte them, listen and 
attend to l^em ; words of reproof, counsel, and promise. Mde 
. . thee, as in a store, or treasury.'' (2) Inoline thine ear, 
or, so as to point thine ear towards : sharpen, or prick thine ear, 
like an animaL^ Dispose Myself earnestly to seek after Div. 
truth, heart, bee. head knowledge of spiritual things can 
never suffice : " with the heart man believeth unto righteous- 
ness." apply, or bend. (3) orlest after, the sign of im- 
portunate earnestness, knowledge, Heb. binah, discernment.' 
liftest, as if to eagerly shout. (4) silver, or money,' wh, 
engages the unwearying toil of men. (5) fear, the right 
sentiment to entertain towazds God, and the right knowledge of 
Him to apprehend. 

The treaaure-trtwe (vv. 1 — 5). — I. There is a precious treasure. 
It has in the text three names, — wisdom, knowledge, understand- 
ing. II. The field where the treasure lies : the Bible. III. The 
search after the treasure : Bible to be read carefully, prayerfully, 
perseveringly. IV. The discovery of the treasure : certain, 
joyous, advantageous.'— TA« seeking (vv. 1 — 4); the finding (vv. 
5 — 9). — ^A Father speaks, and He speaks as unto children. He 
demands a reasonable service, and promises a rich reward. In 
the fourfold repetition of the command there seems an order of 
succession, and the oider when observed is both comely and in- 
structive. It combines the beauty of blossom and the profit of 
the fruit. I. Receive my words. II. Incline thine ear. III. 
Cry after knowledge. IV. Seek her as silver/ 

Treasure-trove.— -Since the ancient brotherhood of treasure- 
seekers discarded the divining rod, the "hand of glory,'* and 
other unlawful appliances, it is surprising how successful they 
have been in disinterring the precious relics of antiquity. The 
researches which have disclosed the literature, arts, and arms of 
ancient Assyria, the sculptures of the Mausoleum and of Olympia, 
the plate-chest of Priam, or some other prehistoric king, the 
Myoenean find, and the antique metal-work unearthed by Di 
Cesnola in Cyprus, were all, or most of them, founded on a 
careful study of the sites and of the literary records relating to 
these ; while Fortune also seems to have specially assisted those 
who were striving to do their work without her help. Ancient 
art in marble — ^as in the case of the Olympian statuary — ^must, 
we fear, always be found sadly defaced and mutilated from the 
effects of political spite as weU as of time ; and when the Chris- 
tianily of the first centuries had made its peace with the world 
the monks often began what the Gk)ths only completed. Work 
in the precious metals, however, when preserved at all, is, from 
the circumstances of its deposits, usually found intact, and the 
great gem engravings of antiquity are most of them lying un- 
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injiired somewhere. It shows the extent of sorfaoe under which 
priceless treasures of the utmost artistic and arch8M>logfi<»l 
interest may he hidden, when we find three actual or prol^hle 
discoveries announced at once from three different quarters of 
the globe. The regalia of Gyrus the Great is reported to have 
been found accidentally by a Russian peasant woman on the 
banks of the Dniester, near the spot where he was defeated and 
slain by the Scythians in the sixth century before Christ. A 
thousand years later Attila was buried with the rich spoils of 
Home, in titie same part of the world — according to the annalists, 
in the bed of a river in Modem Boumania temiwrarily diverted 
from and again returned to its course. From Algeria comes news 
of the discoveiy of a vault of Roman construction in which 
Jugnutha is reported by tradition to have stored seventy-five loads 
of treasure, after his defeat by Metallns ; and to cap the climax, 
certain Yankee speculators are said to be hot on the scent of the 
plant of the renowned Captain Eydd at last. This reminds us 
that the incomparable Edison has expressed himself confident 
that he can manufacture electro-magnetic instruments by which 
not only may the extent and richness of metallic veins be indi- 
cated, but also the nature of the ore they contain — a scientific 
divining rod calculated to throw the traditionary one completely 
into the shade.^^ 

0, 7. (6) Lord . . wisdom,** but they must be in right atti- 
tude of mind and heart to whom He gives it. out of his 
moxLth., not b^ unknown agencies, but liy rational instructions. 
(7) sound wisdom, in the sense of healthy^ luntrUhingt and 
confirming, buokler, defending us with the efficiency of a 
skilfully used buckler. Heb. maghen^ a frequent word in the 
Psalms.* walk upriglitlj,' walkers of innocence; whose 
behaviour is sound. 

Good men and their God (w. 6 — 9). — I. The description of men 
— ^righteous, walking uprightly. His saints. II. The Grod of good 
men. 1. As to what He is to creation generally ; 2. As to what 
He is to the good specially. (1) He provides for their instruc- 
tion; (2) He superintends their career; (3) He protects them 
from their enemies.' 

Uncertainty of earthly poMesHong. — Some years since. Prince 
Christopher, brother to the late King of Hayti, came over to 
England on account of the disturbed state of St. Domingo. 
After meeting with disappointments here, the prince returned to 
his native country at the peril ol his life, and succeeded in 
obtaining some papers he required. During his sojourn there he 
married a young lady of property, whose money was deposited 
with an opulent branch of her family ; but a terrific earthquake 
which virated that ill-fated country swallowed up all her pro- 
perty, together with those who had it under their care. How 
true is it " riches are not for ever I" 



Gardiner, 881; 
Dr. E. J. Burrow f 
S88 ; H. Gooduin, 
i. 389. 

Faolinus, when 
he was told that 
the Ooths had 
sacked Nola, and 
plundered him of 
all that he had, 
lifted up his eyes 
to heaven, and 
said, " Lord,Thoa 
knowest where I 
have laid up my 
toeasurel" 
<*Many had 
proved wise if 
they had not 
thought them- 
selves so." — J9p. 
Ball. 

"We ought to 
glory in nothing, 
because we have 
nothing of our 
own." — Cuprian. 
g London Paper, 



a 1 K.iii. 9, 12; 
Ja. L 6, iiL 17. 

» Fs. iii. 10, viL 
10, etc. 

e "The greatest 
man is he who 
chooses right 
with the most 
invincible resolu- 
tion, who resists 
the sorest temp- 
tation from with- 
in and without, 
who bears the 
heaviest burdens 
cheerfully, who 
is calmest in 
storms, and most 
fearless under 
menaces and 
frowns, whose re- 
liance on truth, 
on virtue, and on 
God is most un- 
faltering." — 
Seneca. 

d Dr. Thomas. 

V. 6. W. Read- 
ing, ii. 667; A. 
Totcnsont 40. 



a Otto Zdekler. 
b Comp. Fs. 



8, 9. (8) paths of judgment, or justice; "here by the 
substitution of the abstract for the concrete expression, ' paths of 
the just,' and therefore essentially anonymous with the ' way of J^'^^-, ®» ^^^ 
the pious ' in the second clause." « " God defends the right way, ^*' °*^"' * 
and those in it." saints, not the absolutely holy, but the 
devout and God-fearing;* those "called with a holy calling." 
(9) righteousness, etc., all parts of man*s duty to God and 

b2 



" * He preserves 
pious men in 
their integrity."* 
—Nkholls. 
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e "Track for a 
wheel. The 
Cliristian'g path 
is a rat, or de- 
finite tracking." 
^Jfaier. 

d WhUecrou, 



a *'The heart is 
here, as always, 
named as the cen- 
tre and organic 
basis of the entire 
life of the soul, as 
the seat of desire, 
and the starting 
point for all per- 
sonal self-deter- 
mination. The 
Mf42, on the con- 
trary, appears as 
the aggregate 
and sum total of 
all the impulses 
and efforts of the 
inner man. The 
former desig- 
nates the living 
centre, the latter 
the totality of the 
personal life of 
man." — 0<<<» 
Zbekler. 

I F& 1. 18. 

c C. Simeon, M.A. 

vv. 10, II. R War- 
ner, iii. 200; If. 
JIarriottf iy. 433. 

dR.T.S. 

" For our actions 
let His Word be 
our gruide, and 
for the events of 
things and all 
that concern us, 
let His good plea- 
sure and wise dis- 
posing be our 
wilL Let us give 
up the rudder of 
our life into His 
hand to be 
steered by Him." 
— Abp. Ltighton. 



n Ka xiii 13; 
Eph,v. lljlTh. 
v. 6. 

b "The way of 
sin is labyrinth- 
lan and rough, 



to man. Jno. vii. 17. every good path, the whole good 
trackfi 

God the source of wisdom. — Some of tlie conrtiers of the 
Emperor Sigismund, having no taste for learning, inquired why 
he so honoured and respected men of low birth on account of 
their science. The emperor replied — " In one day I can confer 
knighthood or nobility on many, in years I cannot bestow genius 
on one. Wise and learned men are created by God only. Ko 
advantage of education, no favourable combination of circum- 
stances can produce talents where the Father of spirits hath not 
dropped the seeds of them in the souls which He hath made." '' 

10—12. (10) entereth," as v, 2. pleasant, so as not to be 
forciMy sought, but willingly y as for personal gratification. (11) 
disoretion, or reflection. Tmderstanding, or discernment. 
(12) way of the evil, from either accompanying or following 
them in their wilful and wicked paths, froward things,* 
Heb. tahpvclwthy fr. luipac, to pervert and overturn : so meaning 
perversity y upturning things. 

Benefits of true wisdom (vc. 10 — 12). — I. "What these benefits 
are. 1. It will keep us from the society of ungodly men ; 2. And 
from their snares ; 8. And will guide our feet in the paths of 
righteousness and peace. II. Th<& vast importance of seeking 
after it. See the difference between the wicked and the righteous 
— 1. In this world ; 2. And in the world to come. Lea^ — (1) 
To form a right estimate of religion ; (2) To let it have its f uU 
operation on our souls.* 

A good marCs last words. — ^Mr. Benn, of Highgate, had long 
been the subject of a severe affliction, which at length terminated 
his valuable life before he had, to human appearance, readied its 
meridian. The evening before his departure he desired all his 
children to come into his chamber, and placing them around his 
dying bed, thus addressed them : — " You all kuow tiiat I am soon 
going to be removed from this world to a better ; and I trust 
that you are walking the same road, and will soon follow me. 
You all know the road ; great pains have been taken to show it 
to you. Where is it to be found ?" The children all instantly 
replied, " In the Bible." The dying parent proceeded : " Keep 
hold of that chain ; it will never mislead you. When you are in 
doubt whether this or that be right, ask your Bible ; see if your 
Saviour would have done so." Addressing the elder duldren, he 
said, " Bemember you are to teach the younger ; tell them all we 
have taught you, and try to make it a pleasure." To his eldest 
son he observed : " When you go into the world, and are exposed 
to persons who perhaps wiU ridicule the Saviour's name and the 
Bible, do not listen to them. Seek that society which will help 
you to practise your Bible ; this book will provide comfort for 
you when friends forsake you. Every other comfort in this 
world has its drawback, and is transitory. When you are in pain 
or suffering, write upon it, * The road to heaven.' "<* 

13—15. (13) paths of uprightness, figured by a straight 
line, and bright with the smile of God's favour : level paths, 
darkness, without any light of Grod's favour, and under the 
darkness of His frown." (14) frowardness, etc.^ lit. the per^ 
verseness of evil : their own perversity and that of others hke 
themselves. (15) crooked,* in contrast with the " level " of r. 
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13. froward, a term wh. may be represented by our familiar 
" wayward." 

Wickedness and wisdom (w, 10 — 22). — ^I. Wickedness. 1. Its 
nature — speech corrupt, habit corrupt, heart corrupt, influence 
corrupt ; 2. Boom of wickedness— destruction, extirpation. II. 
Wisdom — 1. Guards the innocent ; 2. Delivers the faUen.' 

Early memories. — ^Mr. Abbott relates, in his Mother at Horns, 
that some time ago a gentleman in one of the most populous 
cities of America was going to attend a seamen's meetiz^g^ in the 
Mariners' Chapel. Directly opposite that place there was a 
sailors' boarding-house. In the doorway sat a hardy, weather- 
beaten sailor, with arms folded, and puffing a cigar, watching 
the people as they gradually assembled for worship. The gentle- 
man walked up to him and said, ** Well, my friend, won't you go 
with us to the meeting ?" ^* No," said the sailor bluntly. ThA 
gentleman, who, from the appearance of the man, was prepared 
for a repulse, mildly replied, " You look, my friend, as though 
you had seen hard days. Have you a mother?" The sailor 
raised his head, looked earnestly in the gentleman's face, and 
made no reply. The gentleman, however, continued : " Suppose 
your mother were here now, what advice would she give you ?" 
The tears rushed into the eyes of the poor sailor ; he tried for a 
moment to conceal them, but could not ; and hastily brushing 
them away with the back of his rough hand, rose and said, with 
a voice almost inarticulate through emotion, "I'll go to the 
meeting." He crossed the street, entered the door of the chapel, 
and took his seat with the assembled congregation. 

16, 17. (16) strange woman," though the idea seems to be 
a woman who has made herself strange, by breaking loose from 
the purities and duties of the family, reference may also be in- 
tended to the fascination of the Phoenician idolaters introduced 
during SoL's reign, flattereth, and so overcometh the un- 
sophisticated and inexperienoed. Lit. smooths her words. (17) 
guide . . jotitli, her parents or guardians ; prob. referring to 
her husband, whom in her wilfulness she had 'left, oovenant, 
etc., wh. required strict holiness of life. 

Perils in the deep {w. 12 — 19). — ^The dangers are delineated 
here in exact order, continuous succession, and increasing power. 
I. The way of the evil. II. Speaking froward things. III. 
Ijeaving the paths of righteousness. IV. Walking in the ways 
of darkness. V. Rejoicing to do evil. YI. Delight in the 
f rowardness of the wicked.* 

Temptation. — Gaze not on beauty too much, lest it blast thee ; 
nor too long, lest it blind thee ; nor too near, lest it bum thee. 
If thou like it, it deceives thee ; if thou love it, it disturbs thee ; 
if thou hunt after it, it destroys thee. If virtue accompany it, 
it is the heart's paradise ; if vice associate it, it is the soul's pur- 
gatory. It is the wise man's bonfire, and the fool's f umace.« 

18, 19. (18) inclineth, sinks down to. She is lost to every 
interest of virtue and goodness, dead, the shades. This may 
intimate the certain fate of all who yield to her flatteries.' Her 
house is a Hades, where are the shades of those who have 
perished by her blandishments. (19) return again, like 
death, this is '' a bourne fr. wh. no traveller returns." neither . . 
life, there is no resurrection to life and purity. 



as well as dark." 

e Dr. Thomoi. 

« "Wisdom with- 
out innocency is 
knavery ; inno- 
cency without 
wisdom is fool- 
ery : be therefore 
as wise as ser- 
pents, and inno- 
cent as doyes. 
The subtilty of 
the serpent in- 
structs Uie inno- 
cency of the 
dove; the inno- 
cency of the dove 
corrects the sub- 
tilty of the ser- 
pent What God 
hath joined to- 
gether, let no 
man separate." — 



a "Solomon 
warns his son 
against that very 
sin of wh. he was 
himself after- 
wards guilty." — 
Wordiworth. 

h Dr. W. Amot. 

" Wisdom is the 
talent of buying 
virtuous plea- 
sures at the 
cheapest rate." — 
Fielding. 

e Quaries. 

He that is not 
i^Eraid of tempta- 
tion is not afraid 
of sin, and he 
that is not afraid 
of sin is in danger 
ot being de- 
stroyed by it 



a " Everything 
dies under the 
influence of (sen- 
sual) wicked- 
ness, — self-re- 
spect, spiritual 
sensibility, men- 
tal freedom, the 
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freshness, the 
▼igroor, and the 
beauty of Ufe."— 
D. ITtonuUy D.D. 

'* Example is a 
living law, whose 
sway men more 
than all the 
written laws 
€lbe^"—8edley. 

"That which is 
dyed with many 
dippings is in- 
gniin, and can 
very hardly be 
washed out."-—/. 
Tbjflor. 



a **to dwell in 
the land is the 
highest blessing 
for the whole 
people of Israel 
and for indiyi- 
dual m^n."— iSfpit. 
Com. 

Ex. XX. 12; Le. 
XXV. 18, xxvi 6; 
F& xxxviL 29. 

b Job xviii. IB- 
IS. 

V. 20. E. J. Pott, 
iL425. 



r. 21. /. 
Widtes, 28. 



W. 



The highest 
ixiint of wisdom 
is to be wise 
against our- 
selves. 

cDr. Ckeever, 



a ** Looked at as 
a book for the 
education of the 
young, we may 
see in each sec- 
tion a * counsel' 
to be learnt and 
remembered, day 
by day, so as to 
form a habit of 
mind by the fre- 



Scil company. — Some inaectB take their colour from the leaves 
thej feed upon, so our characters will receive a tinge from the 
books we read and the oonyersations we listen to. He who 
means to he a good limner (painter) will be sure to draw after 
the most excellent copies, and guide every stroke of his pencil 
by the better pattern that he lays before him ; so he who 
desires that the table of his life may be fair, will be careful to 
propose the best examples, and will never be content till he 
equals or exoels them. As physicians often order their patients 
into the country for salubrity of air, so we ought to avoid every 
place the moral atmosphere of which is pollut^ by evil example. 
A desert i» better than a debauched companion ; for the wildness 
of the place is but uncheerful, whilst the wildness of bad -perBom 
is infections. *' I had a good education at school,'' a criminal 
once said, ^^ but it was the education of the streets that ruined 
me." 

20 — 2Z, (20) that, ete., the advice and warning are given 
that the youth may, at the outset of his life, be wisely guided in 
his choice of friends. (21) dwell, settle," permanently rest. 
C!hange is the attendant on all wickedness, stability attends all 
goodness. (22) out off, by sudden calamity, as the proper 
fruitage of tibieir wrong-doing, rooted OUt,^ fr. the esteem of 
the g(X)d, fr. the sphere of improvement, fx, tiie realm of mercy, 
and fr. the domain of hope." 

Influence of example. — 'Mix. Brainerd informs us, that when 
among the American Indians, he stopped at a place where there 
was a great number, and offered to instruct them in the truths 
of CSmstianiiy. " Why," said one of them, *' should you desire 
the Tndianfl to become Christians, seeing the Christians are so 
much worse than the Indians I The Christians lie, steal, and 
drink worse than the Indians. They first taught the TndiaTiB to 
be drunk. They steal to so great a degree, that their rulers are 
obliged to hang them for it ; and even that is not enough to 
deter others from the practice. But none of the Indians were 
ever hanged for stealing ; and yet they do not steal half 90 much. 
We vTill not consent, therefore, to become Christians, lest we 
should be as bad as they. We will live as our fathers lived, wod go 
where our fathers are, when we die." Notwithstanding that 
JMbr. B. did all he oouM to explain to them that these were not 
Christians in heart, and that he did not want them to become 
suG^ as these, he could not prevail on them to accept his dootrine, 
but left them, mortified at the thought that the wickedness of 
some who professed Christianity should produce such prejudices. 



CHAPTER THE THIRD. 

1, 2. (1) forget not, this counsel involves the duty of making 
effort to remember, frequently recalling, and using well all aids 
to keep it in mind.« my law, or my teaching,* which is con- 
tained in the following verses. " Divine revelation has all the 
attributes of a law — publicity, authority, practicability." keep, 
or watch over, as one does who guards a vineyard, command- 
ments, the particular precepts contained in the general late. 
(2) length or days, the sign of Div. favour then so greatly 
desired,' and promised as one of the chief blessingB attending 
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obedienoe. long life, Heb. years of life^ with the emphaBis on 
life, in t^e sense of health and energy, peace, as the sign of 
prosperity. Peace has always been &e foremost word in Heb. 
benedictions. 

The philosophy of health and peace (vv. 1, 2). — ^I. Obedience to 
moral law is a condition of physical health. 1. Physical health 
zeqnires obedienoe to the Divine laws of onr being ; 2. Obedience 
to the Divine laws involves the study of them ; 3. A hearty 
agreement with the Divine will is essential to secure the study 
of Bia laws. IL Obedience to mon^ law a condition of spiritual 
peace. Peace requires two things. 1. The inward harmony of 
the soul's powers ; 2. The sense of the Divine favour.' 

Advantage of religion, — In the life of the Eev. Thomas Scott, 
Be gives us an account of a female servant, belonging' to his con- 
gregation in London, who was taken ill, of whom, with the 
assistance of kind friends who knew her, he took care for many 
years. She was thus saved from the workhouse, and made com- 
fortable to the day of her death. And who was this servant 
g^l ? She was one who in early life spent all her wages as a 
servant iu support of her aged and distressed parents, who con- 
fidently believed that God would raise her up friends whenever 
she might need them ; and who gave hers^ therefore to the 
dnties which her Bible had commanded.' 

3, 4. (3) mercy and truth, these "are, when predicated of 
man, the designation of those attributes in wh. the normal per- 
fection of his moral conduct towards his neighbour expresses 
itself."' " The two elements of a morally perfect character." 
"bind . . neck,^ like a ohaxm or talisman ; but better far than 
any sach, " the neck is, in SoL's writings, the organ and 8ymb<^ 
of obedience." write . . heaxt, so as to govern your very 
motives and feelings, table, or tabletj Je. sndi. 1 ; 2 Cor. iii. 3. 
(4) good understanding, or intelligence, not, as marg., good 
success, '^ The mind which is firm and well-balanced."^ 

Sotil literature (v, 3). — Writing is a veiy ancient art ; the x>en- 
znanship of the soul is a writing more ancient and universaL In 
this art eveiy man is a busy writer. The soul registers eveiy 
impression made upon it. In comparing soul writing with that 
of the pen two things are observable. I. Correspondence — both 
imply readers — boti^ are injurious or useful — both require 
tanining. n. Dissimilarity. Soul writing more universal, more 
usefol to Christianity. Note — 1. Truth written by the soul in 
the life is more legible tiian truth written by the pen ; 2. Is 
more convincing ; 3. Is more i)ersua8ive. Consider — (1) life is 
a book ; (2) The book of life should be a Qiristian book ; (3) It 
will Boon have to be examined.' 

S^eaJdng the truth. — ^A litde boy, named Augustus, was sent 
by his mower to get some milk. His brother wanted to go in 
fajs stead, and when they got into the street, he tried to force 
the pitcher from his hand. Augustus, who had been sent by his 
mother, held the pitcher fast, till at last it fell on the ground, 
and was broken to pieces between them, and Augustus began 
to cry bitterly. A woman who was in l^e street, and saw how it 
Ikappened, not fearing God, told him to say when he went home 
that the woman who sold the milk had broken the pitcher. 
Augustus, wiping his eyes, and looking steadily at the woman, 
said, ^ That would be telling a lie ! I will speak the truth, then 



quent rectxmnoe 
of the same Im- 
preoBioiia."— i^. 
Com, 

the orig. teim 
alludes to throw- 
ing oat the hand, 
as if to e^de a 
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e Fs. xxi. 4, xoL 
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a Otto ZOekUr, 

b ''Like the toto- 
photh, or fillets 
prescribed by the 
Law (Ex. ziii. 
ley* -^ Words- 
worth, 

" Take * mercy 
and tmth ' fr. 
the soul and you 
take the verdure 
fr. the fields, and 
leave them in 
barrenness, you 
take the light 
from the heavens 
and leave them in 
saokdoth. With- 
out them the soul 
is lost,— lost to 
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e Ge. xxxix. 3— 
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a Isa. zxvi. 4, 

« The fnndainen- 
tal principle of 
an religion is an 
entire self-oom- 
mitment to the 
grace and truth 
of God, with the 
abandonment of 
every attempt to 
attain hlesaed- 
ness by one's own 
strength or 
wisdom." — 0«a 
Zdckler, 

Ps. xzzTiL 3, 
cxTiii. 8, 9: Je. 
is. 22. 

b *<Many might 
haye attained 
wisdom, had they 
not thought they 
had alr^dy at- 
tained it."— 
Seneea, 

c W. W, Whyitu, 

r. 5. Bn. Bev- 
ridgey -m. 259; 
O. Carlton^ 155; 
J. Jicuotij L 334 ; 
R. Wamiford, ii. 
349; W. Greslev, 
275. 

dDr. Cheever. 



a *' There is not 
a greater enemy 
to the power of 
religion, and the 
fear of God in the 
heart, than con- 
ceitedness of onr 
own wisdom." — 
M(it» ffenrjf, 

b Fr. A.-& f^/fo, 
£r. fu0ty nave; 
often used for the 
centre of a thing. 
A depression in 
the centre of the 
abdomen. 

e "There is, 
prob., a reference 
to the local appli- 
cations used by 
the surgery of 
the period as 
means of heal- 
ing."— »^*. Oom, 

dDr. Thomoi, 



my mother will not bcoM me ; but, if she shoold, I would rather 
be scolded than tell a lie." 

6y 6. (5) trust, man, being a dependent creature, must trust 
some one ; they alone are truly wise whose trust is in the Loid.o 
all thine heart, or wholly, without letting any confidences in 
things spoil the trust in God. own understanding,* as if 
you had no need of a Divine helper. (6) acknowledge him, 
or recognise ; have regard to Hun and His will. " Becog^nise 
Him as the unconditional controller over all thy willing and 
doing." direct, make them straight, even, and prosperous. 

Leming on Ood (v. 5). — I. The trust enjoined. 1. Undivided ; 
2. Exclusive ; 3. Simple ; 4. Uniform. II. Its necessity im- 
plied. 1. Our understandings are fallible ; 2. False gvades 
abound. III. The assurance given. - 1. Directions of Providence ; 
2. Of the Word ; 3. Of the Holy Spirit.' 

A deigt confounded. — ^A deist, on a visit to his friends, among 
other topics of conversation, enlarged considerably on tiie 
sufficiency of reason, separate from Divine assistance, to guide us 
to happiness. To whom the relative present, who was a farmer, 
made the following reply: — "Cousin, when you were about 
fourteen years of age, you were bound apprentice to your trade, 
and having served the appointed time, you soon became a 
master, and have now continued in business about twelve years. 
I wish to know whether you could not prosecute your trade at 
this time to greater advantage than when you first embarked in 
it as a master ?" The tradesman admitted that his experience 
in business was of considerable value to him ; but askeid, what 
relation that had to the present topic of discourse. The farmer 
answered, " You were come to the perfect use of your reason, 
and had been for a long time taught how to manage your trade ; 
and if, therefore, your reason without experience was insufficient 
to preserve you from many errors, in so plain and easy a business 
as yours, how can you imagine that it should be sufficient, with- 
out Divine assistance, to guide you to heaven ?" The deist was 
oonfounded.<* 

' 7, 8. (7) wise . . eyes," Pr. xxvii. 2 ; Ro. xii. 16. fear, etc., 
the fear of God both making us quickly sensitive to what is evil, 
and fullv resolved to shun it whatsoever form it may take. 
(8) health, or, as marg., medicine, navel,^ as the centra of the 
body put for the whole body, marrow, or moistening.* bones, 
the bodily framework. 

Self-conceit (v. 7). — ^I. It involves s^-ignoranoe. Let the 
wisest think — 1. Of his knowledge in comparison with what is 
to be known ; 2. In comparison with what ought to be known. 
II. It obstructs mental improvement. 1. This requires an 
earnest seeking for knowledge ; 2. And this requires a deep 
sense of the necessity of knowledge. III. It destroys social 
infiuence. The elements of social power are intelligence, gene- 
rosity, truthfulness, humility.' 

Conceit natural to humanity. — ^Little localised {wwers and 
little narrow streaks of specialised knowledge, are things m^i 
are very apt to be conceited about. Nature is very wise ; but 
for this encouraging principle how many small talents and little 
accomplishments would be neglected! Talk about conceit as 
much as you like, it is to human character what salt ia to tha 
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ocean ; it keeps it sweet and renders it endorable. Say rather 
it is like the natural nngfuent of the sea-fowl's plumage, which 
enables him to shed the rain that falls on him and the wave in 
which he dips. When one has had all his conceit taken out of 
him, when he has lost all his illusions, his feathers will soon 

soak through, and he will fly no more I say that conceit 

is just as natural a thing to human minds as a centre is to a 
circle. But little-minded people's thoughts move in such small 
circles that five minutes* conversation gives you an arc long! 
enough to determine their whole curve. An arc in the move- 
ment of a large intellect does not differ sensibly from a straight 
line.* 

9, 10. (9) honour, etc., by making the prescribed free-will 
and tibank offerings.* More generally, recognise God's hand in 
all temporal blessings, and be thankful to Him. substance, 
or capital, stock, increase, the revenue derived from it. (10) 
bams, or storehouses of various kinds, presses, or wine- 
vats, into which the produce of the vineyuds and oliveyaids 
would be carried, burst out, reference is to the bursting of 
the grape under the treading, not to any breaking of the over- 
fall vats.* 

Capital and profit (v. 9). — A grievous malady infests mercan- 
tile life at the present day, and shows itself in these two kindred 
features. 1. A morbid forwardness to commence business with- 
out capital ; that is, an effort to reap an increase while you have 
no substance to reap it from. 2. A morbid forwardness to pro- 
secute business to an enormous extent upon a very limited 
capital ; that is, an effort to reap more increase than your sub- 
stance can fairly bear.' 

Trade morality. — ^The Bev. John Parkhurst, the author of the 
Hebrew and Greek Lexicons, having a tenant who fell )i)ehind in 
the payment of his rent, which was £500 per annum, it was 
represented to his landlord that it was owing to his being over- 
rented. A new valuation being made, it was agreed that^ for 
the future, the rent should not be more than £450. Mr. Park- 
hurst justly inferring that if the farm was then too dear, it 
must necessarily have been always too dear, unasked, and of his 
ovm accord, inmiediately struck off £50 from the commence- 
ment of the lease ; and instantly refunded all that he had pre- 
viously received more than £450 per annum.' 

• 

11, 12, (11) despise not, shrink not from .« be weary, or 
loathe, abhor, his correction, wh. is always paternal, and 
the means to gracious ends. (12) whom . . correcteth,* He. 
xil 5 — 8. delighteth,' love making the father strong to bless 
the child with needed corrections.' 

Tke hearing of svffering on conversion (v. 11). — Suffering is 
altered in character as soon as we enter into possession of the 
Divine favour. It then forms a part of the plan of Divine love. 
Suffering has not ceased to bear its character of chastisement. 
I. It acts as a dyke against the overflow of evil ; it incessantly 
restrains and thrusts it back. II. Suffering is not a blessing 
simply because it acts as a restraint ; but also, and especially, 
because it acts as a preparative. It is a bridle, and also a spur, 
urging us towards the cross.' 

SaaieHfying power of affliction, — It is by affliction chiefly that 



r. 7. Dr. J. DU- 
ftfy, iv. M; Dr. 
R. Jionkhoute, 91; 
J. Doughty, 331. 

e Helmet, 



a Ex. zxiL S9, 
xxiiL 19, xxxi7. 
26; De. xxvi. 3; 
Mai. iii. 10 ; Lu. 
xiT. 13. 

"' Good, the nunre 
oommnnicated, 
more abundant 
grows.'"— i«. 
ton. 

b Comp. Joel iv. 
18 ; Am. ix. 18. 

e Dr. Amot. 

V. 9. C. Clark, 
107 ; W. Reading, 
ir. 216; J. C. 
MUler, 291. 

" Enjoy the bles- 
sings of this day, 
if God sends 
them, and the 
evils bear 
patiently and 
sweetly; for this 
day only is ours ; 
—we are dead to 
yesterday, and 
are not bom to 
to-morrow." — /e- 
retnjf Taiflor, 

d Whitecrou. 



a "Turn not with 
impatient exacer- 
bation and vio- 
lent remlsion 
from the disci- 
pline of Divine 
chastisement, 
wh. will prove 
thy obedience." 
— Wordstcorth. 

Job T. 17. 

h " From this 
passage it ap- 
pears that every 
Jewish child was 
taught to ac- 
k n owledge 
another Father 
in heaven chas- 
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tiaing him, even 

as he had been 

obastised by his 

earthly father." 

— Spk. Com. 

c " For whom 

Jehovah loves He 

corrects, and, as 

a father, does the 

son a favour," so 

Miller trans, the 

passage. 

d Comp. He. ii. 

10, V. 8, 9. 

e Dr. E. de Pra- 

»ensh. 

f Dr. Johnson. 

a O the blessed- 
ness of the man 1 
asP&i. 1. 

h There appears 
here an evident 
allusion to the 
new commerce of 
Bol.'s time with 
Ophir, etc. 

c W. W. Whythe. 

V. 13. /. Morgan^ 
i. 201; C. Mayo, 
1 ; W. Oresley, 
397. 

« It hath pleased 
the Holy Ghost 
to keep the names 
of the penman 
of many parts of 
the Scripture in 
everlasting 
obscurity; for He 
borrows no coun- 
tenance or autho- 
rity unto any- 
thing that pro- 
ceeds by inspira- 
tion from Him- 
self from the 
names of men." 
—Dr. Oteen. 

d Haven. 



n "The right 
hand in the 
Bible everywhere 
means one's 
highest instru- 
mentality or 
agency."- Miller. 

V.15. G.J.Zolli- 
kqffer,\.tU, 



the heart of man is purified, and that the thoughts are fixed on a 
better state. Prosperity, alloyed and imperfect as it is, has 
power to intoxicate the imagination, to &x the mind upon the 
present scene, to produce confidence and elation, and to make him 
-who enjoys affluence and honours forget the hand by which they 
were bestowed. It is seldom that we are otherwise, than by 
affliction, awakened to a sense of our imbecility, or taught to 
know how little all our acquisitions can conduce to safety or to 
quiet ; and how justly we may ascribe to the superintendence of a 
higher power those blessings which, m the wantonness of 
success, we considered as the attainments of our policy or 
courage.'^ 

13, 14. (13) happy, better, blessed/^ wisdom, or goodness, 
the t^e wisdom, getteth, Heb. draweth otd, from God's stores 
of truth, and the experiences of life. Draws out, as metals by 
digging. (14) merohandise, traffic in it.^ Some prefer the 
word "accomulabion." fine gold, the technical word used for 
the native gold, in the nugget or the dust. 

Spiritual merchandise (v. 14). — I. The trade. 1. The assets, 
capital, stock ; 2. The receipts, present joys, promises ; 3. The 
liabilities, obligations ; 4. The accounts, books, correspondenoe. 
II. Its advantages. 1. The losses, indolence, negligence, timi- 
dity ; 2. The profits, large, sure, enduring. III. 11b requisites. 
1. Promptness ; 2. Perseverance ; 3. Regularity ; 4. Attention.* 

A poor man^s wisdom. — ^An old man, of very acute physiognomy, 
answering to the name of Jacob Wilmot, was brought before the 
Police Court. His clothes looked as if they might have been 
bought second-hand in his youthful prime, for they had suffered 
more from the rubs of the world than the prc^rietor himself. 
"What business?" -"None; I'm a traveller." "A vagabond, 
perhaps ? " " You are not far from wrong ; travellers and vaga- 
bonds are about the same thing. The difference is that the laUer 
travel without money, and the former without brains." ** V^ere 
have you travelled?" **A11 over the Continent." "For what 
purpose?" "Observation." " What have you observed ? " "A 
little to commend, much to censure, and very much to laugh at.*' 
" Humph 1 what do you commend ? " "A handsome woman that 
will stay at home, an eloquent preacher that will preach short 
sermons, a good writer that will not write too much, and a fool 
that has sense enough to hold his tongue." "What do you 
censure ? " "A man who marries a girl for her fine clothing, a 
youth who studies law or medicine while he has got the use of 
his hands, and the people who elect a drunkard to office." " What 
do you laugh at ? " " I laugh at a man who expects his position 
to command that respect which his personal qualities and quali- 
fications do not merit." He was dismissed.' 

15, 16. (15) rubies, Heb. penmivi, either red coral, or more 
prob. pearls, all . . desire, lit. all thy del ig fits. (16) in . . hana,' 
she is valuable in herself, and also in the things that she brings 
with her, 1 Ki. iii. 11 — 13. 

Length of days m the hand of misdam (v. 16). — I. It is not a 
uniform experience, that a man lives long who lives well, such a 
rule would not be suitable to the present dispensation. II. It is 
true that all wickedness acts as a shortener of life, and all good- 
ness as its leng^ener ; but other elements enter, and oompUoate 
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the result, and sli^htlj veil the interior law. Take as an illus- 
tration, dnmkennesB, which is selected by the a^fentB of assurance 
societies for their calculations. Other sins, if human, eyes could 
trace tliem, would give the same results.* 

The worth of wisdom. — If the mountains were x)earl, if every 
sand of tiie sea were a diamond, it were not comparable to wisdom. 
Without wisdom, a person is like a ship without a pUot, — in 
danger to split upon rocks. The price of wisdom is above rubies. 
The ruby is a precious stone, transparent, of a red fiery colour. 
It is reported of one of the kings of India, he wore a ruby of i^at 
bigness and splendour, that he might be seen by it in ti^e dark ; 
but wisdom casts a more sparkling colour than the ruby : it makes 
us shine as angels.^ 

17. ways, properly Mghroa/yg^ main roads. The ways along 
wh. she will lead those who devote themselves to her. pleasant- 
ness, " All the enjoyments and entertainments of sense are not 
comparable to the pleasure wh. gracious souls have in conmion 
with God and doing good." « paths, bypaths, smaller side roads, 
peace, ^ such as may ensure peace : bat peace may here mean 
"prosperity." 

O^nnectidm between holiness and happiness (t?. 17). — ^I. State the 
nature of holiness : it is the work or the Holy Spirit ; involves 
change of heart and life. II. Consider the certain connection 
between holiness and hi^piness. 1. It is established by the 
deductions of reason ; 2. Also in the Holy Scriptures ; 3. Founded 
on experience. III. The reflection which this subject awakens. 
Learn how false are the estimates which the ungodly form of 
religion when they represent it as unfriendly to happiness.^ 
Wisdom is like the sun, — 

So Wisdom made her favourite wise of heart. 
And led the loved one through all holy spheres 
And dweUings of seraphic bliss, and homes 
Of perfect pleasure : even as the sun 
Wades through the golden waters of the world 
Up to the top point of the tower of time. 
Then steep descends, down to the lowest nook 
Of furthest space.<( 

18. tree of life, as Ge. ii 9, iii. 22 ; Re. ii. 7, xxii. 2. Per- 
sonification of wisdom as a fruitful tree giving nourishment and 
immortality. But the former x)erBonification of wisdom as a 
queen remains in the verse, and it is the queen, not the tree, on 
wh. we are to gain and keep our hold. 

The blessedness of wisdotn (v. 18). — ^Wisdom — I. Endows with 
the best wealth. 1. The former cannot be enjoyed without the 
latter ; 2. Has a very transitory existence compared with the 
latter ; 3. Is not essential to the blessedness of the latter. II. 
It contributes to the prolongation of life. III. It secures hap- 
piness in all departments of life. lY. It restores to all forfeited 
privileges.* 
The sympathy of wisdom. — 

Some there are. 
By their good works exalted, lofty minds 
And meditative, authors of delight 
And happiness, which to the end of time 
Will live, and spread, and kindle ; minds like these. 



b Dr. Amot. 

V. 18. T. Adams, 
858; J. Aher^ 
nethv, iii 140; 
Dr. W. Lupton, 
398; T. Wluat- 
land, 339. 

e J. Watson. 



a Mat. Bmrg. 

"Her ways are 
the ways of chas- 
tity, justice, 
truthfulness, 
holy affections, 
benevolent 
activities, and 
communings 
with the Great 
Qod, and from 
these pleasure 
must inevitably 
s p ri n g." — D. 
Thomas, D.D. 
b Matt. xL 29, 30. 
c C. Gilbert. 
V. 17. Dr. T. 
/Tor^on, 216; Bp. 
E. Hopkins, iv. 
364; T. Manton, 
iv. 1038; Dr. R. 
South, ii. 404; 
Dr. I.Barrow, L 
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a Dr. Thomat. 

V. 18. T. Manton, 
V. 1037; T.Dale, 
V.311. 

Nobody giving 
any attention to 
old Diogenes 
while discoursing 
of virtue and 
philosophy, he 
fell to singing a 
funny song; and 
mu Ititudes 
crowded to hear 
him. "Ye gods I" 
he said, "how 
much more is 
folly admired 
than wisdom 1" 
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b Wbrdstporih, 

The gem cannot 
be polished with- 
out friction, nor 
man perfected 
without adver- 
sity. 



a *' We ore raised 
by science to an 
understanding of 
the infinite wis- 
dom and good- 
ness which the 
Creator has dis- 
played in all His 
works." — Lord 
Brougham, 

h Job zxxyL S7, 
28. 

c Dr. Thomai. 

d A.Clark, 

"The rery sight 
of evil is dan- 
gerous, and it is 
hard for the heart 
not to run into 
those sins to 
which the eye 
and the ear are 
inured. Not out 
of love, but out 
of custom, we fell 
into some of- 
fences. How 
many have fallen 
into a fashion of 
swearing, scof- 
fing, drinking, 
out of the usual 
practice of 
others, as those 
that live in a pes- 
tilential air are 
infected by 
diseases."— 5p, 
NalL 

"A rooted habit 
becomes a g o - 
veming prin- 
ciple. Every lust 
we entertain 
deals with us as 
Delilah did with 
Samson: not 
only robs us of 
our strength, but 
leaves us fast 
bound." — ^;o<- 
son. 



In childhood, from this solitary being, 

This helpless wanderer, have perohanoe received 

(A thing' more precious far than all that books 

Or the solicitudes of love can do 1) 

That first mild touch of sympathy and thought, 

In which they found their londred with a world 

Where want and sorrow were.* 

19, 20. (19) the Lord, Sol. now turns attention fr. what 
wisdom is to man, and shows how it is related to Ood. founded, 
or created. Advancing knowledge of the earth's crust, and 
history, should deeply impress on us the wonderful wisdom of 
God in arranging it for the abode of man.' established, or 
prepared, set firm. (20) depths, comp. Ge. i. 7, vii. 11. The 
expression may well refer to the great geological changes, 
olouds . . dew,* this is not a strictly scientific statement, as the 
dew is formed by the condensation of the atmosphere. But we 
familiarly speak of the ** falling dew." Dew is of exceeding 
value in hot countries. 

Wisdom the source and sovereign of worlds (v. 19). — These 
words give us two ideas of the universe. I. That it is organised 
by wisdom. This opposed — 1. To the eternity of the universe ; 
2. To the contingent origin of the universe. II. That it is 
organised by one Being. 1. The unity of the universe shows 
this ; 2. The Word of God declares this.« 

The dew. — ^If clouds are necessary to produce rain, sunshine 
is an essential to the formation of dew. A dewy morning only 
follows a day whose sun has well warmed up the earth. It is neces- 
sary that the heat should readily radiate into the surrounding 
atmosphere by night. When the surface of the earth thus cook 
down more rapidly than the incumbent air about it, and when 
the air is saturated with moisture, then, by the oontact of tempe- 
ratures, the air becomes unable to retain its moisture, and yields 
its sprays and vapours to be shaped by a natural law, the same 
whi(^ rounded the world out of chaos and orbed the universe ; 
and then what was invisible becomes visible in drops of settling 
dew. So, whenever dew is seen to fall, there must first have 
been a flowing down of sunshine in the day, and then a respon- 
sive current of warmth uprising in the night toward the region 
whence it came. The earldi receives and yet returns the heat the 
heavens gave, and as if to reward such gratitude, the dew 
descends to refresh and gladden its besee(£ing and thankful 
breast. So, when people's hearts are hard, and cby, and desolate, 
it may be because they lack responsiveness to heaven's gifts — 
for want of gratitude for the light and privilege which have 
shone upon them all their days. Teachers, it they would see their 
classes bright and happy, and parents, if they would have glowing 
summer in their homes, and have young hearts themselves, should 
be open-souled and thankful, and teach the children how to be 
grateful for daily blessings. Then would sun- warmth from the 
better world be taken in through the gauze of form, and task, 
and habit, and fashion ; then, because each heart would be flower 
instead of flint, grass instead of granite, fruit instead of fossil ; 
then would the x)early dewdrops of glory glitter all over a school 
and all through a family, like an immortal morning.' 

21, 22. (21) them, i,e, the wisdom and discretion of the 
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second clause, depart . . eyes, keep them, by never letting 
them be out of sight. Watch them as you would priceless jewels. 
(22) life, or health, vitality, vigour, grace, or, like a gracious 
ornament.' BeligiouB principles give a refinement and graceful- 
ness to character. 

Fidelity to principle (tt?. 21 — ^26). — ^The advantages connected 
with fidelity to the ethics of godliness are here sketched, and 
they are — I. Life. II. Ornament. III. Safety. IV. Courage.* 

Tlte office and the man. — ^Alexander the Great once degraded an 
officer of distinction, by removing him to an inferior situation. 
He, some time after, asked the officer how he liked his new office. 
'* It is not the station," replied the officer, " which gives conse- 
quence to the man, but the man to the station. No situation can 
be so trifling as not to require wisdom and virtue in the x)erf orm- 
anoe of its duties." The monarch was so pleased with this 
answer, that he restored him to his former rank.« 

23, 24. (23) not Btumble, so far from falling, you shall not 
even stumble.** (24) liest down, etc., comp. Ps. iii. 5.* afraid, 
bee. you will have no consequences of sin to be afraid of. sweet, 
88 is that of the innocent child. 

Mules of sleep, — ^There is no fact more clearly established in 
the physiology of man than this, that the brain eipands its 
energies and itself during the hours of wakefulness, and that 
these are recuperated during sleep. If the recuperation does not 
equal the expenditure, the brain withers — ^this is insanity. Thus 
it is that, in early English history, persons who were condemned 
to death by being prevented from sleeping, always died raving 
maniacs; &us it is also that those who are starved to death 
become insane, — the brain is not nourished, and they cannot 
sleep. The practical inferences are three. 1st. Those who think 
most, who do most brain-work, require most sleep. 2nd. That 
time ^' saved" from necessary sleep is infallibly destructive to 
mind, body, and estate. 3rd. Give yourself, your children, your 
servants — ^give all that are under you, the fullest amount of sleep 
they will £^e, by compelling them to go to bed at some regular, 
early hour, and to rise in the morning the moment they awake : 
and within a fortnight. Nature, with almost the regulariiy of the 
rising sun, will unloose the bonds of sleep the moment enough 
repose has been secured for the wants of tJie system. This is the 
oidy safe and sufficient rule ; and as to the question how much 
sleep any olie requires, each must be a rule for himself. — great 
l^ature will never fail to write it out to the observer under the 
regulations just given.' 

25, 26. (25) sudden fear, such will come, but the godly 
man need have no fears in such times, desolation, etc.,' in 
this Bk. of Prov. sudden calamity is regarded as a ususJ mode of 
I>iv. judgment on the wicked. (26) thy confidence, the 
thought of *^ Him who keepeth Israel " shall comfort you and 
bring you x)eace. being taken, either in a trap, or taken away 
by the floods of calamity. 

Confidence in God the true safeguard from temptation (v. 26). — 

I. Do not say God is your confidence, if He be only your dread. 

II. There is a trust which only the unreconciled exx)erience. 

III. Confidence in God is not to be attained by a wish whenever 
yon please. lY. True confidence has a power for good on the life.^ 



a Pr. i. 9. 

b Dr. ThoniM. 

V. 31. G. J. ZoU 
likoffer,i\.zm\ J. 
MUler, 103. 

"Most certainly 
that superior 
wisdom which 
corrects, re- 
proves, and in- 
forma man 
against his own 
inclination, can 
be no part of 
h i m 8 e 1 f."— 
F6n4lan. 

c R. T. S. 



a " Thou Shalt 
ever go under a 
double guard, 
the 'peace of 
God' within thee, 
and the 'power 
of God' without 
thee."— Tmj^. 

b Le. xxTL 6 ; Fs. 

iT. 8. 



" Come sleep, O 
sleep I the certain 
knot of peace, the 
baiting-place of 
wit, the balm of 
woe ; the poor 
man's wealth, the 
prisoner's release, 
the impartial 
judge between 
the high and 
low."— ^f;- PhUiii 
Sydney. 

c Dr. Forbes 
Winalow, 



a Vr. i. 27; Ps. 
Ixxiiil9. 



6 Dr, Amot. 



" When wisdom 
and iuDoceucy, 
like Castor and 
FoUux, appear to- 
gether they pre- 
sage the soul's 
happiness." — /. 
Wataon, 



30 



PROVERBS. 



[Gap. iU. 27-30. 



cBigg. 

" O God, I have 
made an ill use of 
Thy mercies, if I 
hare not learnt 
to be content 
with Thy correc- 
tionB."~^|>. 
Hall, 



a Frob. it ex- 
presses, in this 
bold form of 
speech, the great 
Scriptural 
thought that the 
so-called ixieses- 
sion of w«tlth is 
bat a steward- 
ship: that the 
true owners of 
what we call our 
own are those to 
whom, with it, 
we may do good." 
— Bpk, Cofn, 

bFcuuset, 

e Dr. Thomas. 

V. 27. /. FUher, 
190; /. Seed, iL 
1; Bp. PorteuSf 
iii. 869; Dr. W. 
Cooper, L 142 ; 22. 
Woodward, 36. i 
«0n folly's Upe 
eternal talkings 
dwell ; wisdom 
speaks little, but 
that little well; 
so lengthening 
shades tiie sun's 
decline betray, 
but shorter 
shadows mark 
meridian day." — 
BUhop, 

d WhUeeross. 



a Dr. Thomas. 

If God afflict you, 
let not impa- 
tience add to the 
affliction. 

"Quietness be- 
fore God is one of 
the most difficult 
of Christian 
graces; to sit 
where He places 
us, to be what He 
would have us to 
be, and as long as 
He pleaaes." — 
CeeU, 



Faith the link between God and man. — 
Beligion is the true philosophy 1 
Fait^ is the last g^reat link 'twizt God and man. 
There is more wisdom in a whispered prayer 
Than in the ancient lore of all ttie schools ; 
The soul upon its knees holds God by titie hand. 
Worship is wisdom as it is in heaven ; 
" I do believe 1 Help Thou my unbelief 1 " 
Is the last greatest ntteranoe of the souL* 

27—29. (27) withhold . . due, the godly man need have 
only one anxiety, that of *' doing good/' all the good he can. 
Due, not as having business claims, but th^ claims wh. belong' 
ever to the suffering and the needy." (28) say not, conij^. Jaa. 
ii. 15, 16, V. 4. ^' Flx)mptly fulfil all obligations both of justice 
and charity."* (29) devise, plan and put in practice, 
securely, without care or suspicion. Not for a moment think- 
ing you have evil designs. So do not abuse confidence. 

Beneficence (vv, 26 — 29). — ^I. Human beneficence has its 
claimants. 1. What you have is given in truth ; 2. It is given 
for distribution. II. Human beneficence is limited by in- 
capacity. III. Human beneficence should ever be prompt in its 
services. 1. Because the postponement of any duly is a sin in 
itself ; 2. Because the neglect of a benevol^t impulse is in- 
jurious to self ; 3. Because the claimant may suffer seriously by 
a delay of your help. lY. Human beneficence excludes all un- 
kindness of heart.^ 

Marshal Ikrenne. — ^The celebrated Marshal Turenne observed 
in his army an officer of distinguished birth but very ill-mounted. 
He invited him to dinner, and, when the repast was over, took 
him aside and said to him in the kindest manner, " I have a 
favour to ask of you, sir ; yon may perhaps find it difficult to 
grant, but I trust you will not refuse your general. I am old,'* 
continued he, "and even a little infirm, and spirited horses 
fatigue me ; I have seen you have one on which I think I should 
be more at my ease ; and if I were not afraid to ask so great a 
sacrifice, I would propose that you should give it to me.'* The 
officer replied by a profound bow, and went immediately for his 
horse, which he led into Turenne's stable. The next day the 
general sent him one of the best and handsomest horses in the 
army.'' 

30. strive not, either in private contention or public litiga- 
tion, without cause, or to no purpose, l^e litigious spirit 
is unsuitable to the good and godly man. It leads men to make 
occasions of quarrel when really there are none. 

Strife. — ^Look at strife in two aspects. 1. As a principle in- 
herent in the soul. II. As a principle liable to perversion.'' 

Contention. — Two learned physicians and a plain, honest 
countryman, happening to meet at an inn, sat down to dinner 
together. A dilute presently arose between the two doctors on 
the nature of aliment, which proceeded to such a height, and 
was carried on with so much fury, that it spoiled their meal, and 
they parted extremely indisposed. The countryman, in the 
meantime, who understood not the cause, though he heard the 
quarrel, fell heartily to his meat, gave thanks to God, digested 
it well, returned in the strength of it to his honest labour, and 
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at eyening received his wages. ^* Is there not sometiines," adds 
Bi^op Home, " as mnch difference between the polemical and 
the practical Christian 7" * 

31, 32. (31) envy not, since the bad man is often pros- 
perous in tihiis world, the godly man is tempted to envy him.« 
oppressor,* mam, of mischief, or rapacious man. (32) froward, 
or one bent out of right ways, seoret, Ps. xxv. 14. righteous, 
better, the straightforward. 

The oppressor {v. 31). — I. His character is not to be envied. 
1. Because envy is in itself an evil ; 2. Because there is nothing 
in the oppressor to be desired. II. His- conduct is not to be 
followed.* 

Universality of envy. — ^Envy is a weed that grows in all soils 
and climates, and is no less luxuriant in the country than in the 
court ; is not confined to any rank of men or extent of fortune, 
but rages in the breasts of all degrees. Alexander was not 
prouder than Diogenes ; and it may be, if we would endeavour 
to surprise it in its most gaudy dress and attire, and in the exer- 
cise of its full empire and tyranny, we should find it in school- 
masters and scholars, or in some country lady, or the knight, her 
husband ; all which ranks of people more despise their neighbours 
than all the degrees of honour in which courts abound ; and it 
rages as much in a sordid affected dress as in all the silks and 
embroideries whidi the excess of the age and the folly of youth 
delight to be adorned with. Since, then, it keeps all sorts of 
company, and wriggles itself into the liking of the most con- 
trary natures and dispositions, and yet carries so much poison 
and venom with it, that it alienates the affections from heaven 
and raises rebellion against Gkxl Himself, it is worth our utmost 
care to watch it in all its disguises and approaches, that we may 
discover it in its first entrance, and dislodge it before it procures 
a shelter or retiring-place to lodge and conceal itself .<* 

83, 34. (33) in the house, abiding constant^ with them. 
"God is angry with the wicked every day." habitation, 
though it be but a cottage, or a tent. (34) soometh,' Jae. iv. 
6 ; 1 Pe. V. 5. God precisely meets man, adapting His dealings 
with ^lim to man's disposition, lowly, who are willing to receive 
Div. instructions.* 

Fidelity to conscience. — \k Christian youth was in the service 
of a farmer, who wished him to work on the Lord's day more 
than was necessary for feeding the cattle, watering the horses, 
and sucdi like. The youth remonstrated, and succeeded in getting 
time to attend the house of God. But one Sunday, much against 
his win, he was compelled to work upon a part of the farm on a 
small island near the coast. The farmer and a farm -servant 
went wit^ him. A squall came on and upset the boat ; all were 
thrown into the deep water. As they were clinging to the boat, 
an ill-timed jest was made at the conscious feelings of the youth. 
'*X say, Jim," said the farmer, "where's your religion now? 
WiU it help you to swim ashore ?" " My trust," replied Jim, " is 
in noiy God and Saviour ; if it is His will, I shall get safe to land." 
At. this moment a wave rolled in, turned the farmer over, and he 
sank to rise no more. The same wave bore one of the oars of 
the boat under Jim's arm, thus enabling him to reach the shore. 
One of the many illustrations, even in this world, of the sayings 



h WhUeerou» 



a Fs. Ixxiil. 3. 

b " The good old 
rule sufflceth 
them, the simple 
plan, that they 
should take who 
have the power, 
and they should 
keep who can." — 
W. Wordsworth. 

c Dr. Thomcu. 

rv. 31, 82.7. iTan- 
tOHt It. 1044. 

dliCL Clarendon. 

"To pooh-pooh 
what we are 
never likely to 
possess is won- 
derfully easy. 
The confirmed 
celibate is 
loudest in his 
denunciations of 
matrimony. I n 
Msap, it is the 
tailless fox that 
advocates the 
disuse of tails. 
It is the gvapes 
we cannot reach 
that we call 
8 out **—jEneas 
Sage. 



a Fs. XTiiL 26. 

"God will scorn 
them, and lay 
them open to the 
scorn of the 
world."— ifa^ 
Henry, 

b " HumiUty is 
both a grace and 
vwsel to receive 
grace."~7VtiKp. 

V. 33. /. Altinfff 
Op. ii p. 3, 361 ; 
Dr. J. Orton, ii. 
5I;/.i^i{20r,116. 

V. 34. Sir M. 
HaU, IL U6. 

"Wen may we 
think our sub- 
stance due where 
we owe our- 
selves."~fip 
HalU 
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a Da. zii. 2, 3. 

" As is oar cha- 
racter so are we 
before God and 
His universe, and 
80 will be oar de- 
stiny in the great 
hereafter."—/). 
Thomoif D.D. 

h CSimeoUjIiA. 



V. 35. 
i.l. 



/. Balgujfy 



" You shall have 
him ever inquir- 
ing into the 
estates of his 
equals and bet- 
ters, wherein he 
Is not more des*- 
rous to hear all, 
than loth to hear 
anjrtlung over- 
good ; and if just 
report relate 
aught better 
than he would, 
he redoubles the 
question, as 
being hard to be- 
lieve what he 
likes not. Whom 
he dares not 
openly backbite, 
nor wound with a 
direct censure, he 
strikes smoothly 
with an over-cold 
praise."— ^f*A<)p 
Ball. 

e R.T.8. 



n Com p. Fs. 
xzziv. 11 ; 1 Th. 
ii 11 ; 1 Jno. ii. 
12, 13, 18. 

b "The author 
designs to repre- 
sent himself as a 
son, and the ob- 
ject of his fa- 
ther's counsels 
and warnings. 
The aim was to 
pment the ex- 
unple of the one 
son before the 
many sons."- 
OttQ ZOckUr, 



of the wise man, " Surely He scometh the scorners ; but He 
giveth grace unto the lowly." * 

35. wise, made wise for life and eternity by heeding the 
teachings of the true Wisdom, glory," a comprehensive term 
for all honour and good, promotion of, or exalteth. fools, 
who are wicked more than foolish. 

The rewards of wisdom and folly (v. 35). — I. Distinguish the 
two characters. II. Declare their proper award. III. The effect 
of wisdom on our condition in tibie eternal world. There l^e 
conduct of all will be rightly appreciated ; then wisdom and 
folly will appear in their true light. Recommend — 1. A re- 
trospect of your past lives ; 2. A prospective view of futurity.* 

MassUUm. — ^Massillon, an eminent French preacher, in the first 
sermon he ever delivered, found, upon his getting into the pulpit, 
the whole audience in a disposition no way favourable to his in- 
tentions ; their nods, whispers, or drowsy behaviour, showed him 
that there was no great profit to be expected from his sowing in 
a soil so barren. However, he soon changed the disposition of 
the audience by his manner of beginning. *' If," said he, '^ a 
cause the most important that could be conceived were to be 
tried at the bar before qualified judges ; if this cause interested 
ourselves in particular ; if the eyes of the whole kingdom were 
fixed upon tiie event ; if the most eminent counsel were em- 
ployed on both sides ; and if we had heard from our infancy of 
this undetermined trial ; would you not all sit with due atten- 
tion and warm expectation to the pleadings on both sides? 
Would not all your hopes and fears be suspended upon the final 
decision ? And yet, let me tell you, you have this moment a cause 
of much greater importance before you ; a cause where not one 
nation but all the world are spectators ; Med not before a fallible 
tribunal, but before the awful throne of Heaven ; where not 
your temporal and transitory interests are the subjects of debate, 
but your eternal happiness or misery ; where the cause is still 
undetermined ; but, perhaps the very moment I am speaking 
may fix the irrevocable decree that shall last for ever ; and yet, 
notwithstanding all this, you can hardly sit with patience to hear 
the tidings of salvation. I plead the cause of Heaven, and yet I 
am scarcely attended to." ^ 



CHAPTER THE FOURTH. 

1, 2. (1) ye children, the pupils or hearers of the teacher of 
wisdom are so called in affectionate earnestness. The expression 
suggests that the counsels are urged with a paternal autiiority.' 
of a father, who had been a son, and knew, by happy ex- 
perience, the value of parental instruction and discipline.* 
understanding, spiritual discernment of that which is right 
and good. (2) good doctrine, oral teaching received by me, 
whi<i I hand over to you. He received the substance of it from 
his father, law, or practical directions for the guidance of 
Ufe. 

A religious home (vv. 1 — i). — I. The love of a religious home. 
1. Natural love ; 2. Spiritual love. II. The training of a reli- 
gious home. The teaching was — 1. Worth retaining ; 2. Prac- 
tical ; 3. Quickening. III. The influence of a religious home. 
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For this, two reasons. 1. The susceptibility of childhood ; 2. The 
potency of parental affection/ 

A 7not7ier's cammeTuUition. — Shortly after a number of people 
appeared, supporting^ a young man upon horseback, who had 
been mortally wounded. His mother walked on before, quite 
frantic with grief, clapping her hands, and enumerating the 
^ood qualities of her son. " He never told a lie," said the dis- 
consolate mother ; and as her wounded son was carried in at the 
gate, bitterly did she exclaim, " He never told a lie, — no, never." 
The heathen mother considered truth so important, that what- 
ever other good qualities her son might possess, the greatest of 
all, in her eyes, waa his veracity.*' 

3, 4. (3) father's son, specially favoured son, because in- 
dicated by Grod as the successor to the throne.<* tender, in 
sense of gentie, docile, only beloved, or the darlmg of my 
mother, so receiving her special care.* (4) lie tan^t me, 
prob. Bav. did not leave the instruction of Sol. to others, but 
himself gave instruction in the first principles of truth and 
duty. 

JfiZial recollections (vv. 3, 4). — ^I. Of a father's care. II. Of a 
mother's tenderness. III. Of early parental instruction. IV. 
How do we regard these things now 7 Y. All this care, tender- 
ness, and instruction are for our advantage. YI. Our present 
treatment of parents will embitter or gladden future recollections. 

Maternal influence. — ^^ I look back to the period when, standing 
on the side of a river, a broad river, when about to shake han<£ 
with a beloved mother, and hear a long farewell. I still, still 
think that I hear her pleadmg ; I still think that I hear that 
£;entle voice saying, ' O my son 1 my son 1 make me happy by 
promislog me a promise.' I still thmk I see the tears tridding 
over her venerable cheeks, which I saw again only a few weeks 
ago, when I bade her a last earthly farewell. I still think I see 
tiiat venerable form pleading with a naughty son, when he 
refused to promise that he would read the Word of Gkxl eveiy 
ZQoming and every evening. When I look back to that period 
(anjd all my feelings are still the same), I see the spot where we 
stood ; I still imagine I hear the tones of her voice, though 
now her lips tremble with age when she speaks ; I still think I 
see her countenance brightening up, when I said, * Yes, mother, 
I shall do what you wish.' In obedience to that promise, I read 
the Word of God, and God poured out His Spirit from on high. 
My dark heart was enlightened ; I saw the Saviour — ^that Saviour 
that died for me ; and from that day to the present, I have Uved 
in the faith of the Gospel."' 

6, 0. (5) §et,' as a permanent possession, a ruling principle. 
understanding, discretion to choose between Ihe right and 
the wrong, discernment, forget not, according to Ihe &cedness 
of the attention will be the safe holding in memory, decline 
not, turn not back from. Sol.'s own story painfully iUus. the 
dsjiger against wh. he guards others. Temptations to turn from 
the principles established in a pious youth-time are sure to come. 
(6) ibrsake her not, wisdom is here personified as a queen. 
She represents the " chief good" for man* (ch. iii. 13—18). pre- 
serve thee, like a watchman. She stands sentry over us.*' 

TTie summum hmum {yv, 5-r*9). — I. Here is the summum 

voii. vn. o.T. 



c Dr, Thomas. 

V.l. R.CeeU,m. 
145; Sydney 
SmUht 862; Dr. 
W. B. CoUyer, 
334. 

d Mungo Pari, 



a 1 Ghr. xxii. 9, 
zzym.5, 6. 

6 " Noteworthy 
is the prominence 
given to the mo- 
ther's share in 
training the 
child. Among 
the Israelites and 
Egyptians alone, 
of the nations of 
the whole world, 
was the son's re> 
Terence for the 
mother placed 
side by side with 
that which he 
owed to his fti- 
ther."-£Jp*. Com. 

"The home is the 
most potent in- 
stitution in the 
world. Parental 
roofs are more 
influential insti- 
tutions than ca- 
thedrals. * The 
old arm chair' 
where parents 
sat is mightier to 
me than any pul- 
pits erer have 
been or ever will 
he."^ David 
Thomasy D.D. 
" For the term 
ofUy comp. Qe. 
xxii 3, 12; Jno. 
i. 3 ; Eph. i. 6. 
c Dr. Moffat. 

a "Lit. buy. An 
imitation of the 
exclamation of a 
merchant who is 
offering his 
wares."- UmbreU, 
b "The 'chief 
good for man' 
must be intellec- 
tual, or adapted 
to the higher and 
nobler purt of our 
nature : attcdn- 
able by all, of 
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whatever sex, 
age, or mental 
oonformatioii; 
Tinimpaired by 
distribution; in- 
dependent of the 
drcnmstanoee of 
time or place ; 
incapable (rf par- 
ticipation to ex- 
cess ; composed 
essentially of the 
same elements as 
the good to be 
enjoyed in a fu- 
ture state." — 
Quoted bff Dr, 
Thomas. 
eMiUer. 
diyr. Thomas. 

aMUter. 
«The highest 
thing is wisdouL 
Get wisdom."— 
Otto ZSekler. 
h The LXX ren- 
der "place thou 
stakes about 
her," to lift her 
np as if she were 
a tree. 

Bert^eau thinks 
the idea of the 
word used is, en- 
closing toUh a 
MoU, suggesting 
a loving clasp 
and embrace. 
eOamp.GaI.vL8. 
V. 7. W. Strongy 
493; Bp. WaHns, 
197;Dr,T.Cotte^y 
m, 106; J. Hasan, 
iv.S59; W.Zang- 
kome, 1 105 ; Bp. 
£i9mtf, T. 833; B. 
C. Sttowden, 321 ; 
Bossuet, TTiL 1; 
Br. W. Dodd, L 
1S3. 

Wisdom is of 
two kinds ; there 
are those who are 
deemed wise, and 
those who are 
really Booh; viz., 
those who are 
wise "after the 
flesh," and those 
who are wise 
"after the 
fi|)ixit.** 

aUmer. 
h F8. XTflL 36, 
xcLlL 

" On the great 
highway of life 
the only free tra- 
veller is he who is 
s^toally wise. 
Othenaresobur- 



bonnm deecribecL 1. The poesefision ; 2. The application of the 
highest knowledge. II. Here is the summmn bonum sought. 

1. Attentively; 2, Constantly; 3. Lovingly; 4. Supremely. 
III. Here is the sommnm bonnm enjoyed. 1. As a gnardian ; 

2. A patron ; 3. Kewarder.' 

Avoiding temptation, — It is said that a Quaker, having to 
engage a ooachman, was anxious to secure a competent and 
trusty person. Three candidates presented themselves, and the 
same question was put to each. " Friend, how near canst thou 
drive to 1±ie edge of a precipice without upsetting the coach 7** 
" Within a foot," was the reply of the first. " Within an inch," 
was the reply of the second. The third, who was the successful 
candidate, answered, ** I always endeavour to keep as far off from 
a precipice as possible." The moral is plain. 

7—9. (7) wisdom . . thing, lit. as the height of wisdom get 
wisdom :' or, the beginning of wisdom is to get wisdom, tny 
gretting, whatever thou seekest to acquire, understandingr, 
here as usual in the sense of practical discernment, such appre- 
hension of life as will help a man to guide his way aright 
through it. (8) exalt her, set her high in thine esteem. 
Extol her as thy greatest good.^ promote thee, responding by 
doing for us what it is in our heart and effort to do for her.« 
embraoe her, as a loved and trusted wife, with fond affection. 
(9) an omcunent, ch. i. 9. deliver, or compass thee with, for 
thy i»otection. Wisdom shall be to thee beauty and strength. 

The prindpaZ thing (v, 7). — I. What this wisdom is not — 
mere Imowledge, scientific, metaphysical, etc. Many have this 
kind of knowledge who are not wise unto salvation. II. What 
it is — ^religion in the broad and personal sense. Fear of the 
Lord the beginning of wisdom. III. Why the principal thing. 
1. We may have aU else and not be saved ; 2. We may have none 
else but this, and then shall be saved ; 3. It is the principal 
thing in life, death, and for ever. 

Wisdom. — ^Knowledge is the treasure of the mind, but dis- 
cretion is the key to it, without whidi it is useless. There are 
no such safeguards as virtue and wisdom. The one secures tlie 
soul, the other the estate and body. *^ Fortune first fools the 
man she means to foil." She dares not, she cannot hurt us 
while we continue wise. Discretion sways the stars and fate. 
The witty Horace says: — 

" In short, the wise is only less than Jove, 
Eich, free, and glorious ; nay, a king above 
All earthly kings." 

Sin can no more be without folly than fire without dryness or 
water without moisture. It is folly that opens the door and lets 
it into the heart and retains it there. 



10—12. (10) years . . many, or, " my words shall grow 
greater to thee through years of life."o life, the word here 
used is a plural, as if SoL embraced in tliought llie life that now 
is and that wh. is to come. (11) led thee, cansed thee to tread, 
referring to childhood. Now that youth was come, SoL waB 
anxious that his son should go willuigly in the way in which, 
childhood's steps had been led. right paths, or "iwths of 
loveliness," or righteouness. (12) not to be straitened, 
there shall be ample room : in thy life-journey the path shall be 
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clear and open, and obstacles shall disappear.^ rtmnest, in 
thy times of activity or haste. 

The path of Toiidom. (vv, 10 — 13). — 1. The path of wisdom is 
known only by teaching. 1. By precept ; 2. By example. II. The 
path of wisdom is fraught with true blessings. L hojxfevitj ; 
2. Freedom ; 3. Safety. III. It requires the most yigorous 
steadfastness.* 

Shining more and more. — " If yon only have candlelight, bless 
God for it, and He will give yon sturlight ; when you have got 
starlight, praise God for it, and He will give you moonlight ; 
when yon have got moonlight, rejoice in it, and He will give 
you sunlight ; and when you have got sunlight, praise Him still 
more, and He will make the light of your son as the light of 
seven days, for the Lord Himself shall be the light of your 
spirit."' 

13. take fast hold, strictly, " fasten, and do not let slack."' 
Hold the lessons of wisdom with a firm and unrelazing tenacity, 
keep her, or keep watch over her. thy life, exactly, *^ she is 
herself thy life." 

Mold fast (v. 13). — I. To what ? Instruction, i.e. in the truth 
that makes wise to salvation — ^heavenly wisdom. II. When ? At 
once— more especially in the time of youth. Youth the time 
for learning, books, trade, etc. III. How? With desperate 
earnestness, firm grasp ; continue holding, by prayer, thought, etc. 
lY. Why? She is thy life. 1. She will bless thy present life ; 2. 
Save thee to life eternal. 

The adva/ntage of wisdom. — During a violent storm in Novem- 
ber, 1821, a vessel, passing through tlie English Channel, was 
driven on shore near Beachy Head, and the whole of the crew 
being washed overboard, four escaped from the wreck, only to be 
delivered, as they thought, to a more lingering and fearful, from 
its being a more gradual and equally inevitable, death; for 
having in the darkness of the night been cast upon the breakers, 
they found, when they had climbed up the highest of these ro^kSy 
that the waves were rapidly encroadiing on their asylum, and 
they doubted not that, when the tide should be at its height, the 
whole range would be entirely covered with water. The &rkness 
of the night prevented anything being seen beyond the spot 
upon which they stood, and which was continually decreasing by 
the successive encroachments of each advancing wave. The 
violence of the storm left no hope that their feeble voices, even 
if raised to the uttermost, coi:dd be heard on shore ; and they 
knew that amidst the howling of the blast their cries could reach 
no other ear than that of God. What human arm could g^ve assist- 
ance in such a situation ? Even if their distresses were known, 
how vain were the help of man ! The circle of their existence 
here seemed gradually lessening before their eyes ; their little 
span of earSi gradually contracting to their destruction : 
already had they receded to the highest points and already the 
infuriated waters followed them, flinging over their devoted 
heads the foremost waves, as heralds of iSieir speedily approadiing 
dissolution. At this moment one of these wretched men — while 
they were debating whether they should not, in this extremity 
of ill, throw themselves upon the mercy of the waves, hoping 
to be cast upon some higher ground, as, even if they failed to 
zeaoh it, a sudden would be better than a lingering death— in 
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dened and fet- 
tered that there 
ii no spring of 
Uberty In theix 
steps."— Dav. 
Thomcu, DJ). 

e 2>r. Thomas. 

Men axe running 
after wisdom; 
none find it but 
those who find 
Christ 

d T. Brookes, 



a"One rough 
grapple is not 
enough. Wisdom 
glides away, if 
we give time to 
the arch decei- 
ver."— J/a;*r. 

Pr. iiLia. 

V. 13. D.R.MosSf 
i. 409 ; S. Perrotty 
231 ; R. Green- 
fuun, 609. 
Bemember,Chri8- 
tian soul, that 
thou hs^ this 
day, and every 
day of thy life, 
"God to glorify, 
Jesus to imitate, 
a soul to save, 
virtues to ac- 
quire, hell to 
avoid, heaven to 
gain, eternity to 
prepare for, time 
to profit by, 
neighbours t o 
edi^, the world 
to deqpise, devils 
to combat, pas- 
sions to subdue, 
death, perhaps, 
to suffer, and 
judgment to un- 
dergo." 

** 'Tis not yet too 
late; seize Wis- 
dom ere 'tis tor- 
ment to be wise ; 
that is, seize 
Wisdom ere she 
seizes thee." — 
Young. 

**I called upon 
God, and the 
^irit of Wisdom 
came to me. I 
preferred her be- 
fore sceptres and 
thrones, and es- 
teemed riches 
nothing *in cor' 
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pariaon of her. 
Neither com- 
pared I unto her 
any precious 
stone, because all 
gold, in respect 
of her, is as a 
little sand; and 
sOver shall be 
oonnted as clay 
to her. I loved 
her above health 
and beauty, and 
choee to have her 
Instead of light ; 
for the light that 
oometh from her 
never goeth out." 
— Wisdom o/Solo- 
tnoti. 
e Burnett, 

aVB.ll, 

"Venture not| 
into the company 
of those that are 
infected with the 
plague, no, not 
though thou 
think thyself 
guarded with an 
antidote."— Jfo//. 
Henry. 

b W. H. Newman. 

X. 14. 2). W. Coo- 
pert i- 371; Dr. 
P. Doddridge^ it 
119; /. Fauxett, 
iL 813; /. Slade, 
i356. 

«*Hold thy 
peacel* says 
Wisdom to Folly. 
•Hold thy peace 1' 
replies Folly to 
Wisdom. 'Fly I' 
cries Light to 
Darkness : and 
Darkness echoes 
back'Flyl* The 
latter chase has 
been going on 
since the begin- 
ning of the world, 
without an inch 
of ground gained 
on either side. 
May we believe 
that the result 
has been different 
in the contest be- 
tween wisdom 
and f olly."-irar<f. 

" For many years 
of our life we ore 
forming our- 
selves upon 
what we obsierve 
in those about us. 
We learn not only 



this dire extremity, one of these despairing creatores, to hold 
himself more firmly to the rock, grasped a weed, which, even 
wet as it was, he well knew, as the lightning's sudden flash 
afforded a momentary glare, was not a fucus, bnt a root of 
samphire ; and he recollected that this plant never grows under 
water. TbiBj then, became more than an olive branch of peace, 
a messenger of mercy. By it they knew that He who alone can 
calm the raging of the seas, at whose voice alone tilie winds and 
the waves are still, had placed His landmark, had planted His 
standard here ; and by this sign they were assured ^at He had 
said to the wild waste of waters, " Hitherto shalt thou come, and 
no further." Trusting, then, to the promise of this angel of the 
earth, they remained jstationary during the remainder of that 
dreadful, but then comparatively happy night ; and in the 
morning they were seen ^om the cliffs above, and conveyed in 
safety to the shore.' 

14, 15. (14) enter not, avoid the very entrances and 
beginnings of evil ways, go not, or walk not ; a word l^at 
indicates the bold, arrogant walk of the presumptuous, evil 
men, as ck. i. 10 — 19.' (15) avoid it, as one well instructed 
in its way, and not enticed by attractive appearances, torn 
from it, so as to free thyself from its fascination. 

CUiHoHty a temptation to sin (vv. 14, 15). — Curiosity strangely 
moves us to disobedience, in order that we may have experience 
of the pleasure of disobedience. If Satan can get us to sin once, he 
can easily make us sin twice or thrice, till at length we are tiJien 
captive at his wiU. The great thing in religion is to set off 
well — to flee temptation. 1. Because it is hardly possible to 
delay our flight without rendering flight impossible ; 2. Familiarity 
with evil thoughts must be the consequence of allowing them to 
be present with us, even if we do not admit them into our 
heart ; 3. Sinning once makes continuance in sin easy ; 4. This 
leads to spiritual slavery.^ 

Avoid evil company. — In the year 1796, when the ship Duff 
was preparing to take out the missionaries from the London 
Missionary Society, Mr. Cox, one of the directors, was one day 
walking in the street, when he was met by a very fine-looking 
boy about fourteen years of age, who, stopping him, said, *' Pray, 
sir, have you some management in the ship that is going out 
with the missionaries ? " " Yes, I have, my young man," said 'iSi. 
Cox. " I should like very much, sir, to go out with her as a 
cabin-boy." " Would you ? " said Mr. Cox ; " have you any 
parents ? " "I have a mother," said the boy, " but no father." 
" And is your motiier willing that you should go ? " " Oh yes, 
sir, very willing." Mr. Cox then desired the boy to call at his 
house, and to bring his mother along with him, that she might 
speak for herself. At the time appointed,' the boy and his 
motiier came, and she having declared her willingness that her 
son should go, the matter was accordingly setiled. In the 
course of the conversation, a gentleman who was present, in 
order to try the boy, said to him, " So you wish to go to sea ? " 
*' Yes, sir, in the missionary ship." '* Ajid you can swear a good 
round oath, I suppose ? " Shocked at the very idea of such a 
thing, the ingenuous little fellow burst into tears, and exclaimed, 
" If I thought there would be swearing aboaxd at all, I would 
not go." — Temptation resisted, — ^The following incident in the 
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early career of James Nisbet, the publisher, for many years a 
member of the Sunday-School Union Committee, is related by Dr. 
Hamilton, in his work on the parable of the " Prodigal Son : " — 
*' On a wintry day in 1803 a lad left his native Kelso so sad at 
heart that, as he stood that night on the bridge at Berwick, the 
tear had almost frozen on his cheek. It was his eighteenlii 
birthday when he found himself for the first time in our great 
labyrinth, and on one of the first evenings after his arrival a 
youth, who from the same vicinity had gone up to town the 
previous year, took him out to see the sights. The stroll ended 
in a sort of blind alley, and as his companion knocked at U door 
it was opened by some light-looking girls, evidently well ac- 
quainted with their visitor. With instant revulsion the new 
comer started back, for instinctively he felt that it was * t^e 
house which incUneth unto death.* In much agitation he ez- 

chumed, * Oh, , where are you going ? ' and he entreated his 

companion to come away. That companion only laughed and 

went in, and as our friend sought his way back to his lodging 

he felt very desolate. It was a cold and dreary night, and in his 

disheartened mood he thought that London must be a devouring 

monster, which swallowed up whatever came into it, and changed 

it into the likeness of its own deformity. Here in a few months 

it had made a virtuous youth a profligate, and as if walking 

amidst snares and pitfalls and strange mysteries of iniquity, he 

trembled for himself. The whole thing was too painful for him 

till he went into the sanctuary. But next Sabbath he inquired 

his way to Swallow Street. There he found the worship which 

he had learned to love beyond the Border, and as he listened to 

the earnest sermon he began to feel, ' Gtod is in this place.* The 

little church brightened into a Bethel, and helped to cheer the 

following week ; and then came an introduction to the minister, 

and a cl^ in the Sunday school, and the acquisition of one good 

friend after another, till at last the streets, which at his first 

arrival were haunted by gloomy phantoms and cruel ghosts, grew 

populous with breti^n in the Lord ; till he who had himself 

been so graciously preserved became distinguished for his efforts 

in preserving and strengthening younger brethren.*' "It was 

on the fif tie& anniversary of that eventful day that our venerable 

friend, his heart overflowing with gratitude to God, told us this 

incident. By that time he was an honoured citizen, and his name 

well known throughout the churches. Numbers of ministers and 

missionaries knew him. Many widows and orphans knew him. 

Nearly all our religious societies and benevolent institutions knew 

James Nisbet.'* 

16, 17. (16) sleep, etc., strong figs, to express the excited zeal 
of sinners in doing evil." (17) eat . . violenoe, what they 
have got to support them has been obtained by dishonesty and 
violence.* 

lAvingfor sin (w. 16, 17). — ^We have here a sad description of 
the desperately wicked — I. Finding his joy in life in ill-doing. 
II. In causing the ruin of others. III. Living on ill-gotten 
gains. Few of the ungodly reach to this height of wickedness 
suddenly ; they began by consorting with the wicked, and hence 
their final character. 

A tttrange reproof. — ^A Welshman was for some time awfully 
habituated to ^e vice of drunkenness, but was at length restored 



their phrases, bat 
their manners. 
The dyility and 
courtesy which, 
in a well-ordered 
family, are con- 
stantly seen by 
its younger mem- 
ben, cannot fail 
to influence their 
deportment, and, 
whatever their 
natural yulgarity 
may be, wiU dis- 
pose them to 
check its appear- 
ance. Let the 
descendant of the 
meanest cot- 
tager be placed 
from his infancy 
where he per- 
ceives every one 
mindful of de- 
corum, the marks 
of his extraction 
are soon oblite- 
rated; at least, 
his carriage does 
not discover it. 
And were the 
heir of a duke- 
dom to be con- 
tinually in the 
kitchen or stable, 
the young lord 
would soon be 
recogrnised only 
by his clothes and 
title : in other 
respects, he 
might be taken 
for the son of a 
groom or the 
scullion." — Dean 
Solum, 



a "The fearful 
stage of debase- 
ment, when the 
tendency to sin 
is like the craving 
for stimulants, 
as a condition 
without which 
there can be no 
repose." — 8pk. 
Com. 

b Comp. De. xvi. 
3 Ps. cxxvii. 
2 ; Am. ii. 8. 
Another inter- 
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pretation is sag- 
gested,** They eat 
wickedness as 
bread, and drink 
-violence aswiue." 
Comp. Job XV. 16, 
xxxiv. 7. 
c Cheever, 



a " The Orient 
light of dawn, 
wh. goes forth 
and shines to 
the stedfast day." 
"--Wordsworih, 

"*That grows 
and brightens 
even to the estab- 
lishing of the 
day,' alluding to 
the supposed sta- 
tionary position 
of the sun at 
noon," — Otto 
ZHdOer. 

h "The capacity 
of the soul for 
infinite develop- 
ment, its eternal 
craving for some- 
thing better, the 
increase both of 
its desire and 
power for further 
advancement as 
it progresses, as 
well as the assur- 
ances of God's 
Word, demon- 
strate that we 
are made for 
progress." — Dav. 
TkomaSy D.D. 

Comp. fig. in 2 
Sa. zxilL 4. 

cDr. Noah Porter. 

d H. Orove. 

e Hive. 

"The wise and 
active conquer 
difficulties by 
daring to at- 
tempt them." — 
Bowe. 



a Sehulient. 

» 1 6a. ii. 9 ; Job 
xviii. 6, 6, 18, 
xxiv. 13 ; Is. lix. 
10; Jno. iii. 19, 
zi. 10, zii 35,36. 

"AH sin and 



to sobriety by the following Bingolar incident. He had a tame 
goat, which would follow him to the alehouBe he frequented. 
One day, by way of frolic, he gave the animal so much ale that 
it became intoxicated. What particularly struck the Welshman 
was that from that time, though the creature would follow him 
to the door, he never could get it to enter the house. He was 
thereby led to see how much his sin had sunk him beneath a 
beast, and from that .period became a sober man.« 

18. just, the man who ever seeks to do right: not the 
"justified** man of the Kew Test, shining lights of the 
morning, shineth, brightens, dears, or grows, on to the 
noontide fulness.* more and more, ever adyancing and 
increasing.* 

Progress of the righteous and the wicked (tw. 18, 19). — I. At 
the commencement of both there are difficulties to be overcome. 
II. These difficulties, by perseverance, are gradually diminished, 
m. Similar, also, in some respects, are the means by which they 
are both advanced ; they are alike subject to the power of habit. 
IV. As they approach their end they afford clearer and more 
decisive indications of the eternal state to which they lead.' — 
Advantages of a religions life (v. 18). — ^I. It affords certainty and 
evidence. II. Beauty and excellence. III. Pleasantness ; action ; 
reflection ; hope. IV. Instructive. V. Progressive. VI. In the 
end consummate perfection. Application — 1. To those who are 
not just in the Grospel sense ; 2. To those who are.'' — The course 
of a good life. — ^A good life is like the course of the sun. 
Picture the sun shining through a bright summer day. I. How 
quiet. II. How regular and sure. III. How enlivening. IV. 
How progressive/ 

The path of the just. — ^Many a man has sadly failed and 
clouded, if he has not totally darkened, the dose of his life 
history ; because he was not just, he lacked courage to defend the 
truth against obloquy. Erasmus, who might have been a star of 
the Reformation, was but a comet, because he was too timid to 
place himself beside Luther and other champions of Protestant- 
ism. Far different was the career of such a man as John Huss. 
In his boyhood we see the small but glowing spark, which could 
prompt him to trust his hand into the flames, when he had been 
reading a martyr^s life, to see how far he himself could endure. 
We do not wonder that on his way to l^e stake, Huss could 
calmly smile as he witnessed the burning of his books ; and 
when fastened thereto, sing a Bohemian hymn, until his voice 
was stifled by the smoke. A blind man may have a fuU belief 
in the brilliancy of a daylight he cannot behold, and the ooubrse 
of Christian life is at times similar. As Sir H. Vane wrote to 
his wife not long before his execution, *' This dark night and 
black shade which God hath drawn over us may be, for aught we 
know, the ground colour of some beautiful piece that He is 
now exposing to the light." 

19. as darkness, *' a perpetual sunset." ' Comp. Job iii. 6, 
X. 22, thick darkness ; midnight gloom, know . . sttunble,* 
as no light of religious knowledge points out to them their 
perils. 

The Tca/g of the wicked (v. 19). — ^I. The traveller prefers dark- 
ness to light, because his deeds are evil. His way is morally 
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dark even at midday. Whatever liiB oonoeit, opiiiionB, hopes, lie 
iB often doubtful and perplexed. IL The way full of ruggednees. 
Small objecfaB make weary feet stumble. Things that the 
believer will easily surmount cause him to fall — as littie temp- 
tations ; little difficulties. III. There is safe walking through 
this world, only in the new and living way. 

The wiprovident traveller, — ^A certain traveller, who had a 
distance to go, one part of his road leading through green fields, 
and the other through a tangled road of brambles and thorns, 
made great preparations for the first part of his journey. He 
dressed himself in light and gay clothes, and put a nosegay in 
his bosom, and taking a light, slender cane in his hand, nimbly 
pcooeeded on his way along the beaten path across the green 
meadows. The sun shone in the skies, and on went the traveller, 
comfortably, pleasantly, and delightfully. After a while, the 
zoad became rugged, and, by the time night drew on, the traveller 
was in a pitiable phght. His provisions were exhausted ; his 
clothes wet through, and partly torn from his back by the briars ; 
his flowers were faded j and, weary as he was, his slender cane 
would not bear his weight ; a stream of water was before him, 
and darkness around him. " Alas 1 " said he, smiting his breast, 
" I am hungry, and have no food ; wet to the skin, and have no 
dry clothes ; weary, andhave no staff to rest on ; I have astream 
to cross, and here is no boat ; I am bewildered, and have no 
guide ; it is dark, and I have no lantern. Fool that I am I — ^why 
did I not provide for the end of my journey, as well as the 
beginning?" Time is hastening away., We aro all travellers. 
Life is the beginning, death the end of our journey. 

20—22. (20) my son, some think that in the prev. w. Sol. 
has been repeating the instructions he received fr. his father, and 
that in the 20th v. he begins again his own counsels to his son. 
inoline, etc^ as v. 10. (21) not depart, or escape by being 
neglected.^! keep them, by constant obediences, and constant 
watchings. (22) health, marg. medicine, or healing. This 
they become, as they preserve the young man from the vices 
destructive of health. 

Divine principles (w. 20 — ^22). — X. The method of gaining 
ihem. There must be— 1. The attentive ear; 2. The steadfast 
look ; 3. The enshrining heart 11. The blessedness of having 
them. 1. They are life ; 2. Health— health of all kinds.* 
^ Rvwning into temptation. — Jortin, in his remarks on Ecclesias- 
tical History, relates the story of a colloquy between a father of 
the second century and an evU spirit in a Christian, whom he 
sought to expel. Upon inquiring how he dared be so impudent 
as to enter a Christian, the evil spirit replied, '* I went not to 
church after him, but he came to the playhouse after me, and find- 
ing him upon my own ground, I sought to secure liim for myself." 
Whatever becomes of ttie story, the moral of it deserves attention. 
The evil spirit rarely possesses any who are careful of their asso- 
ciations, and avoid all appearances of evil.' 

23, 24. (23) keep, or keep watch, and euard. heart, re- 
garded as the central citadel.'' all diligence, above all 
keeping. '< The heart, as the chief object of moral watchfulness, 
is plainly nothing but the conscience, the moral consciousness of 
man." * issues of life," fig. from the fountains and wells of 



wickedness in 
man's qiirit hath 
the central force 
and energy of 
hell in it, and is 
perpetually press- 
ing down to- 
wards it as to- 
wards its own 
place. Christ's 
burden, which is 
nothing else bat 
true godliness, is 
a winged thing, 
and travels, bears 
itself upwards on 
its own wings, 
soaring aloft to- 
wards God; so 
the devilish na- 
ture is always 
within the cen- 
tral attractions 
of heU, and its 
own weight 
instigates and 
accelerates its 
motion thither." 
—Old Author, 
quotedhjf Thomas. 

V. 19. I>r. /. 
Langhomef L 87. 



a*** Let them not 
be withdrawn.'" 
—Bertheau. 

Pr.ill.a 

b Dr. TTkomoi. 

See G. J. ZMU 
k^ffery U. 359; 
T. Dwight, I S98. 

** Men of wit and 
parts need never 
be driven to in- 
direct ooorses."— 
OttDoy. 

Many think it 
great to have a 
strong, deter- 
mined wilL Few 
think it greater 
to have none. 

cDr.LeifchUd. 



a '*Begard the 
heart as the very 
citadel and 
acropolis of thy 
being. The im- 
portance of keep- 



40 



PROVERBS, 



tOap. iv. 26-72. 



log the heart is 
shown In the ftu!t 
that the Heb. 
word (M) heart 
occnrs in the Bk. 
of ProT. ninety 
timea." — Wordt- 
Vforth. 

^'Goard thy heart 
as the great oen- 
tzal' guard-post/ 
and no oat sta- 
tion will be cat 
atL**—Mmer. 

b Otto ZOekler, 

e«All Tital 
principles are 
lodged there (in 
the heart), and 
only sach as are 
good and holy 
will give yoa 
pleasore. The 
exercises of re- 
ligion will be 
pleasant when 
they are natural 
and flow easily 
oat of their own 
f oontains.' - John 
Howe. 

d Stems and 
Twtgt. 

V. 23. /. Medey I 
831; T. Watsony 
829; J.Flavel,Y. 
417 ; Dr. I. Bar- 
row, iii. 1; Bp. 
Beveridgey vi 
868 ; Abp. Sharpy 
L 340 ; /. Seed, L 
231 ; Dr. P. Dod- 
dridgey . iL 263 ; 
Dr.J.TrappyVtJi'y 
Dr. N. LardneTy 
X. 689; Dr. & 
Chandlery iiL 261. 

*'No action will 
be consideied as 
blameless unless 
the will was so; 
for by the will 
the act was dic- 
tated."— &n«o. 

e Old Humphrey. 



a Mater, 
b «<A life of in- 
tegrity requires 
attention to 
heart, eyes, 
speech, conduct." 
'—Fauuet. 
"He who reigns 



the East, wh. were watched over with jealous care. (Song SoL 
ir. 12.) (24) froward moath, crookedness of month, per- 
verse, or swerving, or quarrelling, lips, the agents in forming 
words. 

The hearfs diseases and dangers (v. 23),—- The heart is the type 
of the affections, which are— 1. The source of mental activity ; 
2. Of moral life. We need the exhortation because— I. Of the 
diseases to which the heart is liable. 1. Induration, or harden- 
ing ; 2. Softening ; 8. Atrophy, or wasting away ; 4. Palpitation; 
6. Enlargement. II. The dangers of the heart 1. It may be 
enfeebled for lack of nourishment ; 2. Stabbed ; 3. Poisoned ; 4. 
But the greatest danger is one that cannot affecb the corporeal 
heart. Tou may be robbed of it. Pleasure, applause, worldly 
gain, pride, will all try to gain possession of it. Yoa cannot 
keep it yourself, therefore give it unreservedly to Gk)d.' 

Keeping the heart. — ^The heart is a lamp^ which the High and 
Holy One has entrusted to our care : keep it well trimmed then, 
keep it with all diligence : let it not resemble those of the f ooUsh 
virgins, who took no oil with them ; but rather look unto God 
for fresh suppUes of His grace, that you be not terrified at the 
midnight cry, " Behold, the bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to 
meet him." — ^The heart is a ship; keep it with hSi diligence. 
Look to the hull and the rudder, the masts, the sails, and the 
rigging. Have an eye to the crew, and take especial care what 
merchandise you put aboard ; mind that you have plenty of 
ballast, and that you cany not too much sail. Mind that yoa 
have a heavenly Pilot at the helm. Be prepared for storms, 
for you will have them, whether you are prepared for them or 
not. Encourage the hope of a fair voyage and a happy arrival 
at a heavenly haven. — ^The heart is a temple. " Know ye not that 
ye are the temple of Grod ? " Have a care that you keep it with 
all diligence : keep it pure and undefiled. Let the ark of the 
covenant be found witMn it Let your prayers be set forth aa 
incense, and the lifting up of your hands as the evening sacrifice. 
Let your offerings be without spot or blemish, remembering that 
" the sacrifices of (^od are a broken spirit," and that *' a brokea 
and a contrite spirit He will not despise." Dedicate the temple 
of your hearts to the Lord of lords imd King of kings, and use 
all diligence in seeking that it may be filled with His glory. — ^The 
heart is a besieged dty^ and liable to attacks on all sides. Gro 
round about it ; tell Ihe towers thereof, and mark well the bul- 
warks. While you defend one part, keep a good look-out on 1^ 
other ; while you build up the bastion here, let not the gateway 
be left defenceless there. Shells may be thrown over the walls, 
and sappers may mine a way under them. Be alive I be dili- 
gent ! post your sentinels I have a watchword I take care whom 
you let in, M}d whom you allow to go out. Muster your troops, 
and see that there be no traitors among them. You have plenty 
to do, and plenty to attend to ; keep, then, your heart with aU. 
diligence.* 

25—27. (25) right on, the fig. for pursuing a direct and 
straightforward course. The restiess, wandering eye leads to 
evil, and shows that there is no fixedness of purpose. (26) 
ponder, or well consider. ''Make smooth each foot-planting."* 
established, marg. ordered aright. (27) turn not, De. v. 32. 
Avoid all by-paths.* 
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Spiritual anatomy : the feet (w. 26, 27). — I. The feet's natural 
course. 1. Found in the way of evil ; 2. Which has diverse 
paths: 3. These paths fatal in their termination. II. Transition 
of the feet to the way of righteousness. 1. Consideration ; 2. 
Arrestment ; 3. Abandonment of evil way ; 4. Prayer ; 5. De- 
cision. III. The feet consecrated to the Divine service. 1. They 
stand on a rock ; 2. Enjoy liberty ; 3. Established by the Lord ; 
4. Guided in the way to life eternal.' 

Beginning well. — ^It is of vast moment to be " just right " when 
starting. At Preston, at Malines, at many such places, the rail- 
way lines go gently asunder ; so fine is the angle that at first 
the paths are almost parallel, and it seems of small moment 
whidi you select. But a little further on one of them turns a 
comer, or drives into a tunnel, and now that the speed is full the 
angle opens up, and at the rate of a mile a minute the divided 
convoy flies asunder. One passenger is on the way to Italy, 
another to the swamps of Holland ; one will step out in London, 
the other in view of the Irish ChaniieL' 



CHAPTER THE FIFTH. 

1. 2. (1) my wisdom,** learnt by actual, and poss. dear, ex- 
perience, "bow, or "incline." (2) regard discretion, or, 
maintain a wise, prudential consideration ; a circumspect de- 
meanour.* lips, etc.^ lit " and thy lips shall keep," etc. Thou 
Shalt have the prompt, wise answer, at thy tongue's end, when- 
ever temptation comes. 

The strange woman and the wife (vv. 1 — 10). — ^I. Solomon's 
warning to young men against a wrong connection with women. 
The strange woman's — 1. Conduct ; 2. End ; 3. Victims. II. 
Solomon's recommendation of a right connection with woman. 
Marriage.0 

EvU companionship to he avoided. — ^It would not be complaisance, 
but cowardice — ^it would be a sinful softness, which allowed 
affinity in taste to Imperil your faith or your virtue. It would 
be the same sort of courtesy which in the equatorial forest, for 
the sake of its beautiful leaf, lets the lian£k with its strangling 
arms run up the plaintain or orange, and pays the forfeit in 
blasted boughs and total ruin. It would be the same sort of 
courtesy which, for fear of appearing rude or inhospitable, took 
into dock the infected vessel, or welcomed, not as a patient but a 
gu^, the plague-stricken stranger.' 

8, 4. (3) strange woman,<* one outside of the true family 
bonds and relationships, ch. ii. 16. drop . . honeycomb, drops 
sweetness, or what seems to be sweetness ; distil hqney. montn, 
or palate, smoother than oil, and therefore insinuating and 
persuasive. But her enticing promises are deceitful. (4) her 
end,^ her future, in the sense of her reward. When the gloze is 
removed the real thing is bitter and ruinous, wormwood, 
De. zxix. 18. two-edged sword, lit. as a sword of mouths, 
with more than one mouth.^ 

The prostitute {v. 3). — I. We have here a description of her. 
1. Her vile, unclean, flattering, enticing speech ; 2. Her fate : 
her end bitter, physical suffering, mental anguish, spiritual dis- 
tress, n. A word to her. 1. You are somebody's child ; think of 



within hlnuetf^ 
and roles pas- 
sions, desires, 
and fears, is more 
than a Idng."— 
MUton. 
e Dr. Bums. 
vv. 24—27. /. H. 
Neuman, iii 208 ; 
A. Roberts, iL 
321 ; Dr. R. MosSj 
vl. 447 ; Dr. W. 
F. Hook, 263 ; 
/. Saurin, iv. 
285; T.Dwight,Y. 
96 ; Dr. H. Blair, 
ilL 351; /. /. 
Conyheare, Bamp. 
Lee. ii 395. 
d Dr. J. Hamilton. 



a ''The connec- 
tion of wisdom 
and understand- 
ing is frequent ; 
the first denotes 
ihe use of wise 
means for wise 
ends; the other 
the exercise of a 
proper discrimi- 
nation in their 
discovery."— 
Fausset. 

b SoL's lectures 
are not designed 
to fill our heads 
with notions, 
with matters of 
nice speculation, 
or doubtful dis- 
putation, but to 
guide us in the 
goyemment of 
ourseIves,that we 
may act pru- 
dently, so as be- 
comes us, and so 
as will be for our 
true interest."— 
2£att. Henry. 
cDr.ITiomas. 
d Dr. J. Hamilton. 



a "The following 
description has 
been regarded by 
ancient exposi- 
tors as haying a 
double sense. 1. 
As a portrait of a 
harlot, especially 
one of fordfi^ ex- 
traction; and 3. 
As being a repre- 
sentation of the 
allurements of 
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unsound dootrine 
and corrupt wor- 
Bhlp." — JTordi- 
worth, 

b Ps. xncvii. 87, 
38, IzziiL 17. 

c ''The physical 
and moral suffer- 
ing of the deluded 
profligate are 
n ot orious ly 
terrible."— /Vitti- 

Mt. 

do. Crabb, 



a " Take hold on 
hell, as if to pull 
it swiftly and 
suddenly upon 
the sinner." — 
Matt. Henry. 

"Strong figs, of 
misery are these ; 
hut not too 
strong. The 
horrid memories, 
the self-remorse, 
the ruined 
health and repu- 
tation, the blast- 
ed hopes,— what 
misery are 
t hesel"— Ztor. 
Thomas, D.D. 

b Miller. 

The licentious 
never love ; and 
when even levity 
preponderates, 
there is seldom 
any pure and 
nurdent passion. 

*'Ti8 beauty 
that doth oft 
make women 
proud; 'tis virtue 
that doth make 
them most ad- 
mir ed; 'tis 
modesty that 
makes them seem 
divine I"— .Sftafc- 
speare. 



a "Or, to the 
injured husband, 
who will punish 
the XKuramour of 
his Pithless wife 



the old time, etc. ; 2. Yoa are raining body and soul ; 3. Ruining 
others aa well ; 4. The woman that was a sinner found mercy ; 
mercy for you. 

The sensttalistf the voluptuary, and the epicure. — ^The sensualist 
lives for the indulgence of his senses ; the voluptuary, from volup- 
tag, pleasure, is devoted to his pleasures, and as far as these 
pleasures are the pleasures of sense, the voluptuary Is a sensualist ; 
the epicure, from epicurus, is one who makes the pleasures of 
sense his god, and in this sense he is a sensualist and a volup> 
tuary. In the application ot these terms, however, the sensualist 
is one who is a slave to tne. gi-ossest appetites ; the voluptuary 
is one who studies his pleasuies so as to make them the most 
valuable to himself ; the epicure is a species of voluptuary who 
practises more than ordinary refinement in the choice of his 
pleasures.' 

6, 6. (5) go down, and so lead her votaries dowiL hell,* 
Sheoly not here Gehenna. Sheol equals Hades, the lower word, 
the place of departed spirits ; but here, significantly, the place of 
those dying unblessed. (6) ponder, ch. iv. 26. moveable, 
unsteady as an earthquake. '' When disgusted with one course 
of sin, she glides into another." ^ thou . . them, many coms. 
prefer to read, " that die may not know them," so as to recognise 
their evil. 

The tricks of liarlotry (v. 6). — ^The harlot lives by diverting 
attention, lulling suspicion, glides about in the dark hours, knows 
her victims are ashamed of being seen in her company, aasumes 
the dress and manner of virtuous women. Her ways are movable, 
she is restiess, loves change, as also it is necessary to her calling : 
hence she flits to the casino, singing-saloon, theatre, gin-palaoe, 
etc. ; seeks to drown the senses of her victim in mirth, and 
pleasure, and drink ; and by deluding him with hopes of stoien 
pleasures, prevents him from pondering the path of life. 
The true mission of woman. — 

'Tis woman's to nourish affection's tree. 

And its fruit, domestic bliss shall be ; 

Tis hers to cultivate with patient toil. 

Each heaven-bom plant in the heart's deep soil ; 

And fruits and dowers her toU shall greet, 

Bichest flavours and odours on earth that meet. 

'Tis woman's to fashion the infant mind, 
To kindle its thoughts, and its hopes unbind ; 
To guide its young wing in the earliest flight. 
And lure it to worlds of unsullied Jlight ; 
To teach him to sing in his gladsome hours. 
Of a Saviour's love, with an angel's powers 1 

'Tis woman's to bind up the broken heart. 

And soften the blending spirit's smart ; 

With the balm that in Gilead's garden grows. 

With the stream tihat from Calvary's fountain flows ; 

And to light in this world of sin and pain, 

The lamp of love and of joy again. 

7 — ^9. (7) ye children, comp. my son, v. 1. This advice con«- 
cems all young men, not the one son only. It is invaluable 
advice for all. (8) remove, etc., avoid the very approaches of 
her allurementB. "Let thy way in life be far off from her." 
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not nigh, for eensaal temptatioiis may oome when we are weak 
to resist. So better ayoid the yexy Boenes of temptation. (9) 
honour, in whatever it consists, character, health, or wealth. 
None can be kept by those who fall into the strange woman's 
hands. orael,o such the temptress is sore to become in the end. 

The safe way of escape (v. 8). — ^Abstain from the appearance of 
evil ; do not expose yourself to unnecessary temptation ; let none 
over-estimate his power of resistance ; even those who would seek 
her salvation had better do so in company with others. All Ihis 
because falling into her snare involves loss of honour, etc., and 
the worse than loss of the best years of life. 

A prodigal. — A pious mother had a prodigal son. He was 
about to leave her and go to sea. As a last resource, she 
placed a Bible in his chest, with a prayer to God for His blessing 
upon it. Year after year passed away, and nothing was heard of 
the wanderer. But the eye of his mother's God was upon him. 
A long time after, a clergyman was called to visit a dying sailor. 
He found him penitent and prepared to die. He had in his pos- 
session a Bible, which, he saia, was g^ven to him by a dying ship- 
mate, who, expiring in the hope of the glory of God, gave it to 
Mm with his parting blessing. On the blank leaf was found 
written the name of John Marshall, the pious mother's prodigal 
son. He was the brother of Mrs. Isabella Graham, whose interest- 
ing memoirs have profited many readers.^ 

10, 11. (10) wealth, marg. strength ; but equivalent to pro- 
perty, possessions, the results of the putting forth of strength. 
Comp. the prodigal, who "wasted his substance with riotous 
living." The goods and business of the sensual man are soon 
" sold up," his earthly prospects are ruined through his bad com- 
panions and sdf -indulgent ways. (11) monm, etc, as Sol. did, 
Eode. vii. 26. flesh, etc., sensual vices being productive of 
iniserable and shameful diseases. 

The doom of the libertine (vv. 10, 11). — I. Waste of wealth. It 
is spent to garnish the house of sin ; is so much taken from home- 
scenes, and legitimate pleasures, and benevolence. II. Waste of 
health. Begud for these words of God would make the C. D. 
Acts needless, as they are a premium to vice. Note the corrup- 
tion of Hoentious nations, as the Turks, etc. III. Waste of tears. 
Mourning at the last is too late for proving the repentance to be 
genuine. 
The Tooe of women. — 

So soon men's passion passes I yea, it sinks 

Like foam into the troubled wave which bore it. 

Merciful God 1 let me entreat Thy naercy ! 

I have seen all the woes of men — ^paln, death, 

Bemorse, and worldly ruin ; they are little. 

Weighed with the woe of woman when forsaken 

By hun she loved and trusted. Hear, too, thou I 

Lady of Heaven, Mother of God and man, 

Who made the world His brother, one with God — 

Kaid-mother I mould of God, who wrought in thee 

By model as He doth in the world's womb, 

8o that the universe is great with God ; 

Thou in whom God did deify Himself, 

Betaking Him into mortality. 

As in Ihy Son He took it into Him, 



with xnercileHi 
severity, per- 
chance sell him 
as a slave, or even 
take his life."— 
Otto Zifckler. 

Bo. vL 23. 

A British noble- 
man, seeing 
his nephew leav- 
ing a house of ill- 
fome, said to 
him, " Do not be 
ashamed to come 
out of that plaoe ; 
rather, in future, 
be ashamed to go 
in." 

** Women are soft, 
mild, pitiful, and 
aexiblB."-Sfiate- 
speare. 

b CSieever, 



w».ll,12. W.Jay, 
ill S98. 

w. 12—13. Bp, 
WOiim, L 135. 

When Leti, the 
historian, was 
one day attend- 
ing the levee of 
Charles XL, he 
said to him, 
" Leti, I hear 
that you are 
writing the HU- 
tory of the Court 
of England:* 
" Sir, I have been 
for some time 
preparing ma- 
terials for such a 
history." "Take 
care that your 
work give no 
offence," said the 
prince. Leti 
replied, "Sir, I 
wiU do what I 
can, but if a man 
were as wise as 
Solomon, he 
would scarcely be 
able to avoid 
giving offence." 
"Why, then," 
rejoined the 
king," be as wise 
as Solomon; 
write proverbs^ 
not histories." 
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a "The pabllo 
scandal (A the 
sin is brought in 
as its last aggra- 
vating feature." 
— Spk. Com, 

i C.8imeonfJ£.A. 

" The sun, power- 
ful as it is, can- 
not discover 
what is at the 
bottom of a 
muddy pool, so 
God cannot be 
revealed to a sin- 
ful, muddy, de- 
praved heart."— 
Rev. Thomas 
Jones, 

" It is better and 
safer to ride 
alone than to 
have a thief's 
company ; and 
such is a wicked 
man, who wiU 
rob thee of pre- 
cious time, if he 
do thee no more 
mischief. The 
Nazarites, who 
might drink no 
wine, were also 
forbidden to out 
grapes whereof 
wine is made ; so 
we must not only 
avoid sin in itself, 
but also the 
causes and occa- 
sions thereof, 
amongst which is 
bad company." — 
Spencer. 

e Brook. 



a "The wife is 
appropriately 
compared with a 
fountain. .... In 
antiquity, and 
esp. in the East, 
the possession of 
a spring was re- 
garded as a great 
and even sacred 
thing. Thus the 
mother of Sarah 
is compared to a 
well-spring." Is. 
VL V'—UmbreU, 



And from the temporal and eternal made 
Of the soul- world one same and ever God I 
Oh, for the sake of thine own womanhood, 
Pray away aught of evil from her soul ; 
And take her out of angiush unto Thee, 
Always, as Thou didst &ub one.* 

12—14. (12) and say, in the language of bitter and hopeless 
remorse, how, i.e. in what an inexcusable way. not obeyed, 
warnings that after awhile are seen to have been full of wisdom 
and full of love. (14) all evil, the remorseful confession of 
near approach to exposure and destruction. *' How narrowly I 
escaped condemnation before the assembled congregation, and 
execution by stoning."" 

The sinner^s retrospect (w, 12, 13). — I. The sinner*s retrospect. 
Two classes of men. 1. Those who feel some painful conse- 
quences of their past conduct ; 2. Those who are sensible that 
l3iey have not answered the great ends of life. II. The sinner's 
alternative. We must either attend to the voice of instruction 
in the Gospel, or cany remorse into eternity. Advice: — 1. 
Endeavour to view everything in the light of eternity; 2. 
Spend each day as you will wish you had spent it in. the 
future.* 

Purity of heart. — Grod is for that man, and that man is for 
God, who carries about with him a pure heart. Heart purity 
makes a man the darling of heaven. Many affect pure language, 
pure houses, pure habits, pure hands, pure air, pure meat, pure 
drink, pure gestures, etc., who yet, for want of purity of heart, 
shall never see the face of God in glory. Heart purity speaks a 
man eternally happy. Holiness is that noble principle which 
fits a man for the happiest sight of God ; it makes a man a meet 
companion for God, both here and hereafter. Without this prin- 
ciple no man can have communion with God in this world ; 
mudi less can he have communion with God in heaven, if this 
precious principle of holiness be not seated in his heart. It will 
not stand with the holiness of God, to have anything to do vnth 
those that have no principles of holiness in them. It is a prin- 
ciple of holiness that fits a man for the service of God, that fits a 
man for fellowship with God, that fits a man for walking with 
God, that fits a man for correspondence with God, that fits a 
man for the delight of God, and tliat fits a man for an everlasting 
fruition of God. And therefore certainly without holiness there 
is no happiness ; without a principle of purity there can be no 
seeing of the face of God in gloiy.<' 

16 — ^17. (15) own cistern, seek thy satisfaction within the 
circles of pure family relationships.' running waters, which 
flow freshly into the dstem.* " Only the natural fountaan-head 
can pour forth purling waters, living, fresh, cool for drinking. 
(16) thy fountains,' fig. for thy children. Or more prob. the 
verse should be made interrogative, and read thus, " Shall thy 
streams flow abroad as water-brooks in the streets ? " (17) only 
thine own, or, for thyself alone. 

Fumilyjoys (v, 15). — I. A painter lays down a dark ground to 
lean his picture on, and thereby bring its beauty out. II. The 
Lord condescends to bnng His own institution forward in rivalry 
with the deceitful pleasures of sin. III. Although the stream is 
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very pure, a small bnlk of foreigD matter will sensibly tinge it. 
lY. Not only abstain from evil, but do the good demanded.'' 

Tfie Christian like a cistern.— A Christian is not unfitly repre- 
sented by a water cistern, such as may be found in every house 
in 1^8 city of Glasgow. For its supply each cistern is dependent 
upon a highland lake many miles away. When the cistern is full, 
a valve shuts off the inflowing current, and it ceases entirely. If 
the water in the cistern is frozen, nothing can be given out, and 
neither can more flow in. The water, however, may be perfectly 
free to flow, but from some obstruction none may be dispensed. 
If this continues long, the water in the cistern will become cor- 
rupt and unwholesome. Let, however, the water flow by liie 
right channel, and become a refresher and purifier in the house- 
hold, and then the more the cistern g^ves out, the more it will be 
able to take in. So is it with the Christian, since the heart, once 
an empty cistern, has been brought, by faith, into communica- 
tion wii±L the Heavenly Fountain. 

18, 19. (18) be blessed, in family prosperities attending 
conjugal fidelity." regoice, in her society. (19) hind . . roe,* 
the most tender, gentle, and beautiful creatures of the East. 
ravished, lit. intoxicated, i.e. fully satisfied. 

Marriage (v. 18). — 1. This points to early marriage. This 
best for health, peace, happiness, and home. II. It points also 
to equality of age and rank. In the natural course of things 
those are most likely to see their children advance to adult age 
before they pass away. Late marriages often result in young 
widows and helpless orphans. 

Meaninff of tvife. — ^And now let us see whether the word wife 
has not a lesson. It literally means a weaver. The wife is the 
person who weaves. Before our great cotton and cloth factories 
arose, one of the principal employments in every house was the 
fabrication of clothing : every family made its own. The wool 
was spun into thread by the girls, who were therefore called 
spinsters ; the thread was woven into doth by their mother, 
who, accordingly, was called the weaver, or the wife ; and 
another remnant of this old truth we discover in the word heir- 
loom, applied to any old piece of furniture which has come 
down to us from our ancestors, and which, though it may be a 
chair or bed, shows that a loom was once a most important 
axtide in every house. Thus the word wife means weaver ; and 
as Trench well remarks, '^ in the word itself is wrapped up a 
hint of earnest, in-door, stay-at-home occupations, as being fitted 
for her who bears this name.'* 

20, 21. (20) strange woman, foreign harlot, who will 
entice both to sensuality and idolatry. (21) before . . Lord,<» 
taking the highest ground of persuasion. Not merely for pru- 
dentiid reasons, but in the '' fear of the Lord," we should live 
chastely, soberly, and godly. Sensual sins may be indulged in 
secret, but the Lord observes and weighs all our actions. 

Keeping the heart. — ^We are not to destroy our appetites and 
passions, but to keep them in subordination : keeping the heart 
Ib not murdering it. It is an old saying that *' etemid vigilance 
is the price of liberty." It seems as though there were no word 
80 far-reaching as the word " watch." Vigilance is the price of 
everything g^xl and great in earth or heaven. It was for his 



h "Do not steal 
water froni 
others, as the 
strange 'womai^ 
entices thee to 
do."- Wordsworth. 

e " Wedded love 
streams forth in 
blessing on all 
around, on chil- 
dren, and on 
neighbours, and 
in the streets, 
precisely because 
the wife's true 
love is given to 
the husband 
only.'^-Spk. Com. 

d Dr. Amot. 



a " Tender, well- 
regulated domes- 
tic affection is 
the best defence 
against the va- 
grant desires of 
unlawful pas- 
sions." — Dav. 
Thomas, D.D. 
" Marriage is the 
mother of the 
world, and pre- 
serves kingdoms, 
and fills cities 
and churches, 
and heaven it- 
selt"— Jferemy 
Taylor. 

b " In the whole 
circle of Arab, 
and Persian 
poetry, the ante- 
lope and the ga- 
zelle are the 
chosen images of 
beauty— lithe of 
limb, graceful in 
motion, dark and 
lustrous of eye, 
fleet and strong, 
they served with 
equal fitness for 
the masculine 
and feminine 
types of it."— 
apJk. Com. 

a Job xxxi. 4, 
xxxiv. 21 ; Pr. 
XV. 3; Jer. xvi. 
17, xxxii. 19. 

V. 21. Dr. W. De- 
laune, 149 ; Dr. 
J.Leland,u.20l; 
O. Carr, i. 342 ; /. 
P. Morgan^ i. 131. 

A father said to 
1^8 son, who was 
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at a Sabbath 
Bchoolf and had 
attended to what 
he heard there, 
** Carry thig par- 
cel to such a 
place." «• It is 
Sabbath," replied 
the other. " Put 
it in your 
pocket," replied 
the father. "Gkxi 
can see in my 
pocket," answer- 
ed the child. 

'*He who hath 
many friends, 
hath none." — 
ArUtoOe. 



a" Habit hath 80 
TBst a prevalence 
over the human 
mind that there 
is scarce any- 
thing too strange 
or too strong to 
be asserted of it. 
The story of the 
miser, who from 
long accustom- 
ing to cheat 
others, came at 
last to cheat 
himself, and with 
great delight and 
triumph picked 
his own pocket 
of a guinea to 
conrey to his 
hoard, is not im- 
possible or im- 
probable.— i%<d- 
ing. 

Pr. L 81 ; Jer. iL 
19. 

h Secrecy is the 
study and hope 
of the wicked. 
A sinner's chief 
labour is to hide 
his sin; and his 
labour is all lost. 
Sin beoomes the 
instrument o f 
punishing sin- 
ners— retribu- 
tion in the system 
of nature, set in 
motion I7 the act 
of sin."— uimo/. 
e Job iy. 81, 
zzxtI. 12. 
d G. Brookt, 
eDay, 

a The word used 
in B.Y. primarily 
to Inter- 



faithful vigilanoe that the memoty of the Pompeiian sentinel is 
embalmed in poetry and recorded in history. Nothing bat nn- 
oeasing watchfalnees can keep the heart in harmony with God's 
heart. It was a stormy, boisterous night. The dork clouds 
hung over us, and the wmd came with tenfold fury. The 
sea rolled in mountains, and the proud ship seemed but a 
toy amid those tremendous billows. Far up on the mast, on 
the look out, the sailor was heard to cry, "An iceberg on 
the starboard-bow T* *' An iceberg on ue larboard-bow I" 
The deck-officer called to the helmsman, "Port the helm 
steadily I" and the sailors at the wheel heiud and obeyed. The 
officers were roused, for there was danger on board to three 
hundred precious souls. The captain spent a sleepless night, 
pacing the deck or cabin. Gigantic icebergs were coming 
against the vessel, and eternal vigilance was the price of our 
safety in that northern sea. And so it is all through human 
life. How grand is he who keeps his heart ! Fortunes may 
depart, loved ones pass away, but blessed the man or woman who 
keeps the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

22, 28. (22) iniquities, etCy illus. in Saul, AhithopheL 
Haman, etc.' cords Of his sins, the sins constantly indulged 
become at last enslaving cords, as is seen in the case of the 
drunkard.^ (23) without instraotion/ i.e, without having 
gained it. (hr better, " for lack of correction." The undevstand- 
ing being that the wicked man has had instruction offered, bat 
has refused to receive it. his folly, as if he were drunk. The 
same word is used as is trans, ravish^ in r. 19. We may trans. 
" made insane." 

&,nful habiU (v. 22). — I. Their formation. 1. One sin leads to 
another by reducing sense of odiousness ; 2. By strengthening 
wrong principle ; 3. By rendering necessary for puzposes of con- 
cealment ; 4. By multiplying opportunities for commiamon ; 5. 
By lessening the power of resistance. II. Their power. 1. As 
seen in the crinunal; 2. In the dmnkazd; 3. Swindler; 4. 
Enrorist ; 5. Gospel-despiser. Apply : — (1) Beware what habits 
we form ; (2) Mark the increased difficuliy of oonveiBion ; (3) 
Watch over the religious education of the young.' 

Victary over self. — ^A man that is bom a conqueror over his 
own corruptions and over himself, he is greater than ever was 
the greatest conqueror ; and it is better to be made in t^iis kind 
a victor over his own passions than to be universal emperor over 
idl the world. Saith Seneca, there are many men that have sub- 
dued principalities, kingdoms, cities, towns, and countries, and 
brought them under their own mastery ; but there are few that 
have guided themselves, but still t^ere is a tiger within them 
that £sgracetii and obscureth their outward conquest by reason 
of foul seetbings and corruptions in their own flesh : therefore, 
for a man to get the victory, and to overcome himself, is to get 
the victory, and to overcome all the world ; for man is a micro- 
cosm, a little world, aa St. Austin saith.' 

CHAPTER THE SIXTH. 

1, 2. (1) snrety,* if thou hast given thy name as seeoziiy. 
Jewish law was very severe on sureties, stnoken thy luuid. 
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the form or sign by which a pledge was taken.^ stranger, 
prob. the alien money-lender, either Phoenician or Egyptiani who 
will be sore to demand the literal execution of his bond. (2) 
snared, ete.f prob. in some fixed form of words, and not by 
writing, the contract was made. 

Social guretyihips (w. 1 — 5). — Solomon here speaks pf snrety- 
ships as an evil. I. To be deplored. There are always two 
things necessary to make it justifiable. 1. The case should be 
deserving ; 2. Yon should be fully competent to discharge the 
obligation. II. As an evil yeiy easily contracted. III. To be 
strenuously removed. Deliver thysdf — 1. Promptly; 2. Be- 
seechingly; 3. Effectively.<' 

Suretythvp. — Beware of suretyship for thy best friends. He 
that payeth another man's debts seeketh his own decay. But if 
thou canst not otherwise choose, rather lend thy money thyself 
npon good bonds, although thou borrow it : so shalt thou secure 
thyself and pleasure thy friend. Neither borrow money of a 
neighbour or a friend, but of a stranger, where paying for it, 
thou shalt hear no more of it ; otherwise thou shalt eclipse thy 
credit, lose thy freedom, and yet pay as dear as to another. But 
in borrowing of money be precious of thy word, for he that 
hath care of keeping days of payment is lord of another man's 
purse.' 



(3) now, i.e. at once, and earnestly, when, better, 
since thou art come into the snare, hnmble thyself, bow 
thyself down, stamp with thy foot,^ hasten, make sure, or 
press hotly npon. The idea is that by persuasion, or, if need be, 
by threats, the bond should be got bade* (4) give, eto., make 
it a matter of absorbing interest. (5) roe, ch. y. 19. The 
gazelle. 

ConditUm efa sieifor, — 

So pitLJinl a thing is suitor's state — 
Host miserable man, whom wicked fate 
Hath brought to court to me ; for had I wist. 
That few have found, and many a one hath miss'd t 
Full little knowest thou — thou hast not tried — 
What hell it is in suing long to bide ; 
To lose good days, that might be better spent. 
To waste long nights in pensive discontent ; 
To speed to-day, to be put back to-morrow, 
To feed on hope, to pine with fear and sorrow ; 
To have thy prince's grace, yet want his pe^s'; 
To have thy asking, yet wait many years ; 
To fret thy soul with crosses and with cares. 
To eat thy heart through comfortless despairs ; 
To fawn, to crouch, to wait, to ride, to run. 
To spend, to give, to want, to be undone.* 



(6) ant, a creature whose restless, imwearied activity 
is Tcry remarkable. A proverbial emblem of industry." (7) 
no guide, eto.j there were all the signs and results of organisa- 
tion, yet no leadership ; all depended on the diligence, skOl, and 
activity of each individual.* (8) provideth, etc., this has been 
questioned, but it is certainly true of some kinds of ants. 

ji secular sermon on foresight (vv. 6 — 11). — Creation full of 
teachfiTB. Here we gather round an insect. Lesson taught by 



vmve. A man 
<wfe nwwwn with a 
stranger is one 
impUoated in the 
same account. 

Ge. xWt, 9. 

h Job xTii. 8 ; Pr. 
XTii 18, zxiL 26 ; 
Eze. xviL 18. 

e Dr. Thomas. 

« Aristotle de- 
flneth friendship 
to be a lore <^ 
another, not for 
an J good we get, 
but merely for 
the rpvty's sake 
who is belored." 
— Anthony Rur- 
gets, 

dLd,BuriHffh, 



n Be importu- 
nate. 

b " Solomon here 
advises the man 
who has made 
himself suretyfor 
a friend, to urge 
that friend im- 
portunately to 
pay his debt to 
the creditor, and 
so to deliyer him 
who was surety 
forhim."— Ade. 

** He that* has no 
friend and no 
enemy, is one of 
the yulgar, and 
without talents, 
power, or 
&Mirgy."'La9ater. 

c BbrW, Raleigh. 



a Improvident 
slngguds usually 
want sureties. 
Hence such are 
advised to indus- 
try by the ant's 
example. 

»*'WhenIbegan 
to employ wwk- 
mfln in this ooQii" 
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tay (Syria) no- 
thing annoyed 
me more than the 
aeoeasity to hire 
also an oveneer^ 
or to fulfil this 
offloe myself. Bnt 
I soon found that 
this was univer- 
Md, and strictly 
necessary. The 
workmen, every 
way unlike the 
ant, will network 
at all unless kept 
toit, and directed 
in it by an over- 
seer, who is him- 
self a perfect spe- 
cimen of If^- 
aess." — Thonuorif 
Land and Book. 

e Br. J. Parker. 

dC,Sitneon,JifJL. 

A writer in the 
Quarterly Review 
remarks that the 
Arabians hold 
the wisdom of the 
ant in such vene* 
ration that they 
used to place one 
of these insects 
in the hand of a 
newly -bom in- 
tent, repeating 
these words, 
«May the boy 
turn out clever 
and skllfuL" 
w. 6—8. W. Ber- 
rimant L 263 ; T. 
Manton, v. 1Q29; 
Bean Belany,349 ; 
Br. W. Bodd, iii. 
168; R. Walker, 
iii 127; /. CaU 
throp, I 328. 

numerous 
the ants, 
and so great was 
the mischief wh. 
they committed, 
that the Portu- 
guese called this 
insect the ' King 
of Brazil;' but it 
is said by Piso, 
that an active 
husbandman 
easQy drove them 
away, either by 
means of fire or 
of water; and the 
evil which they 
did was more 
than counter- 
balanced by the 
incessant war 
wh. they waged 
against all other 



"So 
were 



the ant is foresight. Foresight a facility ahnost Divine. A wise 
foresight makes life pleasant — ^I. By economising time. II. By 
systematising duties. III. By diminishing difficulties. Apply.— 
Every life has a samiher, so also a winter: prepare.^ — The 
sluggard reproved {vv. 6 — 10). — ^Address the sluggard — I. In a 
way of humiliating reproof. Consider the ant. 1. Her wise 
foresight ; 2. Her voluntary labour ; 3. Her prudent care. II. 
In a way of solemn warning. 1. Reflect on the awfulness of thy 
state ; 2. Reflect also on the vanity of l^y excuses. Address — (1) 
Those who have never yet been awi^Eened ; (2) Those who being 
awakened are disposed to slothful habits.' 

AnU storing up food. — ^Most modem entomologists have denied 
that ante store up com, and have suggested that the resemblance 
of the pupa^ or chrysalis of that insect, to a g^n of wheat was 
the foundation of iiie supposed error. It has been further re- 
marked that Solomon's laiiguage might merely mean that the 
ant gathered food when food was plentiful — ^in fact, '* made hay 
while the sun shone." But Colonel Sykes discovered at Poona, 
in India, a species of ant which stores up the seeds of a kind of 
millet ; and a correspondent of the Atheruetim states, in a recent 
number of that journal, that a pile of wheat having been left on 
a thr^ihing-floor in the island of Zante, it was subsequently 
found to have been plundered by ants. On one of the nests of 
these little pilferers being opened, " two good-sized tin cansful 
of grain " were discovered in it. The observations of Israel's 
royal naturalist are thus substantially confirmed. — ^The follow- 
ing extracts from Livingstone's Travels in South Africa afford 
interesting illustrations of the habits of this insect : — '* The 
country between Linyanti and Sesheke is perfectly fiat, except 
patches Novated only a few feet above the surrounding leveL 
There are also many mounds where the gigantic anthills of the 
country have been situated, or stUl appear ; these mounds are 
evidently t^e work of the termites. No one who has not seen 
their gigantic structures can fancy the industry of these little 
labourers ; they seem to impart fertility to the soil which has 
once passed through their mouths, for the Makololo find the sides 
of anthills t^e choice spots for rearing early maize, tobacco, or 
anything on which they wish to bestow especial care." On. the 
banks of the Chobe he tells us he found some of the anthills 
thirty feet in height, and of a base so broad that trees grow on 
them. " The white ant keeps generally out of sight, and works 
under galleries constructed by night to screen &em from, the 
observation of birds. At some given signal, however, I never 
could ascertain what, they rush out by hundreds, and the sound 
of their mandibles cutting grass into lengths may be heard like 
a gentle wind murmuring through the leaves of the trees. They 
drag these pieces to the doors of their abodes, and after some 
hours* toil leave off work, and many of the bits of grass may be 
seen collected around the orifice, lliey continue out of sight for 
perhaps a month, but they are never idle. On one occasion a 
good bundle of grass was laid down for my bed on a spot which 
was quite smooth and destitute of plants. The ants at once 
sounded a call to a good supply of grass. I heard them incessantly 
nibbling and carrying away all that night, and they continued 
all next day (Sunday), and all that night, too, with unabated 
energy. They had thus been thirty-six hours at it, and seemed 
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as fresh as ever. ... At soxne of their operations they beat 
time in a curious manner. Hundreds of them are engaged in 
building a large tube, and they wish to beat it smooth. At a 
signal they all give three or four energetic beats on the plaster 
in unison. It produces a sound like tiie dropping of rain off a 
bush when touched. These insects are the chief agents employed 
in forming a fertile soil. But for their labours the tropical 
forests, bad as they are now wit^ fallen trees, would be a thou- 
sand times worse. They would be impassable on account of the 
heaps of dead vegetation lying on the surface, and emitting 
worse effects than tiie comparatively small unburied collections do 
now. Ants surely are wiser than some men, for l^ey learn by 
experience. They have established themselves, even on these 
plains, where water stands so long annually as to allow the lotus 
and other aqueous plants to come to maturity. 'When aU the 
ant-horizon is submerged a foot deep, they manage to exist by 
ascending to little houses, built of blac^ tenacious loam on stalks 
of grass, and placed higher than the line of inundation. This 
must have been the result of experience, for if they had waited 
tiU the water actually invaded their terrestrial habitations, they 
would not have been able to procure materials for their aerial 
quarters, unless they dived down to the bottom for every mouthful 
of day. Some of these upper chambers are about the size of a 
bean, and others as large as a man's tliumb.'* 

9. how long, etc.,, oomp. ch. xxiv. 30 — 34. 

A state of sin a state of sleep (v. 9). — I. Tbe state — ^1. A state 
of f orgetfulnesB ; 2. Of insensibility ; 3. Of inactivity ; 4. Of 
danger. II. The change. It is awsJdng — 1. To a due sense of 
our x>o8ition as fallen beings ; 2. To the duty of seeking a right 
relation to Grod in the only way in which it can be found ; 3. To 
an habitual realisation of the powers of the world to come. III. 
The appeal. 1. You have slept too long already ; 2. llie longer 
you sleep, the more difficult to awake ; 3* All awake but you — 
heaven ; hell ; 4. You have a great work to accomplish ; your 
sleep may be prolonged and deepened into the sleep that knows 
no waking.** 

Idleness not enjoyment, — So far from complete inaction being 
X>erfect enjoyment, there are few sufferings greater than that 
which the total absence of occupation generally induces. Count 
Caylus, the celebrated French antiquary, spent much time in 
engfraving the plates which illustrate his valuable works. When 
his friends asked him why he worked so hard at such an almost 
mechanical occupation, he replied, ^^ Je grave j^ov/r ne pas me 
pendre" — " I engrave lest I should hang myself." When ^poleon 
was slowly withering away, from di&ease and ennui together, on 
the rock of St. Helena, it was told him that one of his old 
friends, an ex-colonel in his Italian army, was dead. **What 
disease killed him ? " asked Napoleon. *^ That of having nothing 
to do," it was answered. *' Enough," sighed Napoleon, "even 
had he been an emperor." Nature has beneficially provided that 
if the greater proportion of her sons must earn their bread by the 
sweat of their brow, that bread is far sweeter £rom the previous 
effort than if it fell spontaneously into the hiuod of listless 
indolence. It is scarcely to be questioned, then, that labour is 
desirable for its own sake, as well as for the substantial results 
which it affords ; and, consequently, that it by no means lessens, 

VOL. vn. O.T. D 



Termin. In some 
parts of South 
America they 
march periodi- 
cally in armies, 
such myriads to- 
gether, that the 
sound of their 
coming over the 
fallen leaves may 
be heard at some 
distance. The in- 
habitants, know- 
ing the season, 
are on the watch, 
and quit their 
houses, which 
these tremendous 
but welcome 
visitors clear of 
centipedes, forty- 
legs, scorpions, 
snakes, every 
living thing; 
and having done 
their worl^ pro- 
ceed upon their 
way."— /Sw«(A€y. 



a G. Brooks. 

"Idleness is the 
very rust and 
canker of the 
soul ; the devil's 
cushion, pillow, 
chief repo£^ ; his 
very tide-time of 
temptation, as it 
were, wherein he 
carries with 
much care, and 
without contra- 
diction, the cur- 
rent of our cor- 
rupt affections to 
any cursed sin." 
—Bolton. 

"Idleness is the 
bane of body and 
of mind; the 
nurse of naughti- 
ness; the step- 
mother of disd- 
pline ; one of the 
seven deadly 
sins; the cushion 
upon which the 
devil chiefly re- 
poses ; a great 
cause not only of 
melancholy, but 
of many other 
diseases; for the 
mind is naturally 
active ; and if it 
be not occupied 
about some 
honest business, 
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it rashes into 
mischief, or sinks 
into melan- 
choly."— iJur/ai*. 

b Dr. Potter. 

** The Idle man is 
the deril's 
cushion, on wh. 
he taketh his free 
ease : who, as he 
is incapable of 
any grood, so is he 
fitly disposed for 
all evil motions. 
The standing 
water soon stink- 
eth; whereas the 
current ever 
keeps clear and 
deuily; convey- 
ing down a.ll 
noLBome matter, 
that might infect 
it, by the force of 
its stream. If I 
do but little good 
to others by my 
endeavours, yet 
this is great good 
to me, — that by 
my labour I keep 
myself from 
hurt."— Bp. Ball 

cM, W. Beedier. 



a " An ironical 
imitation of the 
language of the 
\bxj maJL"—Otto 
JSUckler, 

h "The Heb., 
richer than the 
English, employs 
-3 synonymes for 
slrap. A little 
sleep, slumber, 
folding of the 
hands, as for a 
fiesta."— Spk. 
Com, 

*'lt is false and 
indolent hu- 
mility wh. makes 
people eit still 
and do nothing, 
because they will 
not b^eve they 
are capable of 
doing much, for 
everybody can 
do something. 
Bverybody can 
set a good 
example, be it to 
many or to few ; 
everybody can in 
some degree en- 
oooxage virtue 



but rather adds to, the general chance of happiness, that nearly 
all the members of society should, in some shape or other, be 
placed under an obligation to labour for their support.^ — Ihrtunex 
to be made by work, — ^Few conceive, or are taught to conceive, 
that by a law of God as f undamentel as tiie law of gravitation, and 
as universal as human society, success in life is the equivalent of 
industry, knowledge, prudence, and perseverance, and not ih^ 
result of chance. The exceptions are few and rare and occasional, 
in which it would be found to come from anything in the nature 
of real luck. It is the effect of definite causes ; and happines.^; 
would make great strides if there could be a conviction settled 
in the hearts of the young throughout the land that to make 
one's fortune means to give a fair equivalent of thought or skill 
or labour for that fortune. For men go out to hunt their fortune, 
to fire it upon the wing, to take it as it runs through the forest. 
They mean to find it already made. They do not understand 
that they must make it themselves if they are to have it. Ten 
thousand young hearts are to-day looking at New York ap th<^ 
goal of their ambition, without asking whether they have health 
to bear its strains ; without pausing to consider whether they 
have virtue to withstand its temptations ; without troublinof 
themselves to ascertain whether they have the nerve to maintain 
themselves in the midst of its competition ; without giving a 
moment's thought to the question as to whether they have a 
natural fitness for its duties. They see only the great and glowing 
picture of their fancy, and by night and by day they think that 
all would be well if they could but rid themselves of their 
country clogs, and enter the Elysian fields of city life. Thifl 
vision attracts multitudes, as by-and-by it will mock them.^^ 

10, 11. (10) a little sleep, graphic description of the feeling 
and wishes of the sluggard.' folding . . sleep, the well-known 
attidude of one who is settling himself down to sleep.* (11) 
travelleth, lit. one who looks backwardtt and forwards, i.e. a 
highwayman, armed man, lit. a vian of a shield.^ ** The 
habit of indol^iee is more fatally destructive than these 
marauders." 

Characteristios of idleness. — ^R was a great vanity in BionysiuR 
that he would needs be the best poet ; and in Caligula, that he 
would needs be the best orator ; and in Nero, th^t he would 
needs be the best fiddler. And so they became the three worst 
princes—^minding other men's business more than their own 
callings. So it is very great vanity in many professors to mind 
more other men's business than their own : icam. the society of 
such saints we must withdraw. No man is too noble to have a 
calling. If iron had reason, it would choose rather to be used in 
labour, than to grow rusty in a comer. By the law of Hahomet, 
the Grand Turk himself was to be of some trade. The hour of idle- 
ness is'the hour of temptation. An idle person is the devil's tennis 
ball, tossed by him at his pleasure. God ordained that the neck 
of the consecrated ass should be broken (Ex. xiii. 13), instead of 
sacrificing it : peradventnre, because that animal hath ever been 
the hieroglyphic of sloth and laziness. Among the Egyptians 
idleness was a capital crime. Among the Locrians, he &at lent 
money to an idle person was to lose it. Among iihe Corinthians, 
idle x)erBonB were delivered to "^e camif ex. By the laws of 
Solon, idle persons were to flufSer death. The ancients call 
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IdleneBs the burial of a living man ; and Seneca had rather be 
sick than idle. Now, shall nature do more than grace ? Shall 
poor blind heathens be «> seyere against idle peraons, and shall 
Christians embiaoe them? Should th^y not rather turn their 
i backs upon them and have no intercourse with them who think 
themselyes too great, or iioo good, to hold the plough? ' 
H7ie two workers, — 

Two workers in one field 

Toiled on from day to day ; 
Both had the same hard labour, 

Both had the same small pay, 
With the same blue sky above, 

The same gpreen grass below : 
One soul was full of love, 

The other full of woe. 

One leaped up with the light, 

With the soaring of the lark ; 
One felt it ever night. 

For his soul was ever dark. 
One heart was hard as stone, 

One heart was ever gay ; 
One worked with many a groan, 

One whistled all the day. 

One had a flower-clad cot 

Beside a merry mill ; 
Wife and children near the spot 

Made it sweeter, fairer still. 
One a wretched hovel had, 

Full of discord, dirt, and din ; { 

"No wonder he seemed mad, 

Wife and children starved within. 

Still they worked in the same field, 

Toiled on from day to day ; 
Both had the same hard labour. 

Both had the some small "paj. 
But tiiey worked not with one will ; 

The reason let me tell : 
Lo ! the one drank at the still, 

And the other at the well. 

12—15. (12) natighty person, lit. man of Belial, De. xiii. 
13. walketh, etc^ " he walks " (lit.) in crookedness of mouth : 
the speech of such a one is tortuous and crafty." (18) 
ixrinketh,^ using mute signs to convey his meanings, and so 
deceiving those who do not know the signs, apeaketh . . feet, 
making significant gestures. " All the means by wh. man holds 
intercourse with man are turned to instruments of fraud and 
falsehood." « (14) frowardness, Pr. ii. 14. deviseth mis- 
cllief^ canning being the talent of the weak and lazy. (15) 
calamity, lit. crushing weight. brokezL, shivered to pieces. 
lyltlioiit remedy,^ see ch. v. 22. 

A. had mam, (t\ 12). — ^We have here — ^I. The portrait of a bad 
man. He is — 1. Perverse in speedy ; 2. Artful in conduct ; 3. 
Miflcliievous in purpose. IE. The doom of a bad man. It is — 1. 
Certain ; 2. Sadden; 3. Irremediable.' 

D2 



and religion, and 
disoonntenanco 
vice and f oUy ; 
everybody has 
some one whom 
they can advise 
and instruct, or 
in some way help 
to guide through 
life."-ifto Talbot, 
c " One that has 
waited for a fight 
knows how 
slowly the armed 
men seem to 
come up. They 
may be hours 
passing the inter- 
vening space. 
There is no soimd 
of them. They 
are not on the 
roads, or on the 
air, neither in 
sight or echo, and 
yet they are 
earning on! The 
intervening time 
is the sluggard's 
sleeping time, 
and it seems an 
age."— iflifcr. 
r. 11. T. Bottom. 
vi449. 
d T. Brooks. 
"Bather do what 
is nothing to the 
purpose, than be 
idle; that the 
devil may find 
thee doing. The 
bird that aits is 
easily shot, when 
fliers 'scape the 
fowler. Idleness 
is the dead sea 
that swallows all 
the virtues, and 
the self-made 
sepulchre of a 
living man."^ 
QuaW«f. 



a ** Idleness and 
vice are allied. 
Though indolent 
in acts, he ac- 
tively and habi- 
tually is ill-na. 
tured in speech." 
—Fausset. 

One author calls 
idleness "The 
moet corrupting 
fly that can blow 
on the human 
mind." 
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6 Pr. X. lOj Pa. 
xxxr. 19. 

e "He suggesU 
wickedneM to 
others by ntiy 
godly dgnals, 
winks, innuen- 
does, and gesticn- 
latIon8."-irordi- 
vforth. 

d Da. zL 46. 

eDr. Thomoi, 

fRdberi* 



a Comp. Job v. 
19; Pr. XXX. 16, 
18,24; AnLi.,ii 

Amot notices the 
parallel between 
the 7 cursed 
things here and 
the 7 blessed 
things In the r. 
chap. Matt. 

b Pa cxxxi. 1; 
also Job xxL 23, 
xl. 11; Pr. XXX. 
13. 

"Asthoudesirest 
the love of God 
and man, beware 
of pride. It is a 
tumour in the 
mind, that breaks 
and poisons all 
thy actions; it is 
a worm in thy 
treasure, wh. eats 
and ruins thy 
estate: it loves 
no man — is be- 
loved of no man ; 
it disparages vir- 
tue in another by 
detraction ; it dis- 
rewards goodness 
in itself by vain- 
glory : the friend 
of the flatterer, 
the mothfir of 
envy, the nurse 
of fury, the sin 
of devils, and the 
devil of mankind, 
it hates supe- 
riors; it scorns 
inferiors ; it owns 
no equals ; — in 
short, till thou 
hate it, God hates 
thee."— Quarlef. 



vv. 16 — 19. 
Sledtt 83. 

eDr, Thomas, 



J. 



Speaking with the feet and fingers. — It should be remembered 
that when people are in their houses they do not wear sandals, 
consequently their feet and toes are exposed. When guests wish to 
speak with each other so as not to be observed by the host, they 
convey their meaning by the feet and toes. Does a person wish to 
leave a room in company with another, he lifts up one of his feet, 
and then suddenly puts it down on the ground. — He teaclieth with 
his fingers, — ^When merchants wish to make a bargain in the 
presence of others without making known their terms, they sit 
on the ground, have a piece of cloth thrown over the lap, and 
then put each a hand under, and thus speak with the &igerB. 
When the Brahmins convey religious mysteries to their disciples, 
they teach with their fingers, having the hands concealed in the 
folds of their robes. -^ 

16, 17. (16) these . . hate, a common Heb. form of climax.' 
yea, seven, this number usually represents completeness, either 
for gx)od or evil, abomination, De. vii. 25. These evil things 
are all found in the ** man of Belial," v. 12. Specially regarded 
as a man who sows discord. (17) proud look, lit. eyes of lofti' 
ness} The spirit that leads men to overvalue themselves, and 
undervalue all about them, lying tongnie, a sure sign of the 
corrupt heart, hands . . blood, heartlessly cruel, both towards 
God's innocent creatures and towards the man's brethren. 
Is. lix. 7. 

Seven abominable things (vv. 16 — 19). — Here is a catalogue of 
evils specially odious to GUxl. I. Haughty bearing, implies — 
1. Self- ignorance ; 2. Unkindness ; 3. Irreverence. II. Verbal 
falsehood. 1. Which implies a wrong heart ; 2. Has a bad 
social tendency. III. Heartless cruelty, implies — 1. Lack of 
sympathy with Grod's creatures ; 2. With God's mind. IV. 
Vicious scheming. V. Mischievous eagerness. VI. Social 
slander. VII. Disturbing strife. Subject shows — 1. The moral 
hideousness of the world ; 2. The immaculate purily of God ; 3. 
The true mission of the godly .« 

The heart. — ^If we ask why the heart is chosen rather than 
any other organ— or, rather, than the understanding, or judg- 
ment, or memoiy — ^we find our answer in the fact that the under- 
standing may be always subject to circumstances, or may be 
enfeebleid by disease ; the judgment may be in error, and the 
memoiy may fail. In the Scriptures, the word heart is by 
metonymy used as implying the understanding. It is represented 
as being the seat of itie will and the conscience. lAiere are 
three reasons why the heart is chosen. 1. A pathologpical : it is 
the fountain of life, through which the blood passes, to be 
distributed to every part of the system. Stop the heart, and 
death follows. 2. The heart is the region of sensibility. When 
the great passions of hope and fear, of love and hate, of joy and 
sorrow, ti^e hold of a man, he realises the sensation in the 
region of the heart. 3. The intellect is controlled by the heart, 
more than the heart by the intellect. Men do not follow tiieir 
thinkings, but their feelings ; yet there are teachers proclaiming 
a religion of pure intellect, excluding the passions or feelings of 
the soul. Christianity appeals to the emotions. Some of the 
colder members of the Church — ^for there are icebergs in the 
Church as much as in Greenland — are insensible to these 
emotions, and when a man sings for joy, he is put down as a fit 
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subject for a madhouse. We may haye ezoitemeiit in eyezTthing 
else bat Ghristiaiiily. 

18, 19. (18) deviseth, etc., or fabricating emply, worthless 
deyices." feet . . miscliief, Ro. iii. 15. Not only doing mis- 
chief, but doing it eagerly. (19) false . . lies, lit. one that 
breathes lies. The social slanderer.* Heb. word used iapuaeh, to 
blow out ; often used in a bad sense, soweth disoord, by. tale- 
bearing, ill-natured stories, the look or shrug of the shoulders, 
etc. jSaking mischief between relations and neighbours. 

Socialism, — " Call it not socialism, call it devilism, for it has 
made me more a devil than a man," exclaimed a poor dying man, 
in my neighbourhood, says Mr. James, to one of our town mis- 
sionaries, who yisited him on his death-bed. " I got into com- 
pany &at led me to socialism, and to drinking. I rejected the 
Bible, denied the Saviour, and persuaded ^ myself there was no 
hereafter ; and as the result acted the part of a bad father and a 
bad hnsband. I have the testimony of my master that I was a 
Btc»ady and respectable man until I listened to the Owenites ; but 
since tiiat time I have become a vagabond, and they who 
formerly knew me have shunned me in tiie streets. The system 
of the Owenites is worse than that of Paine." *' Such," adds 
Mr. James, " is the testimony of a dying victim and martyr of 
socialism, and a similar confession has been made by mauy 
others. I have seen the husband, once moral, happy, and useful, 
as long as he professed religion ; and have seen him in his 
misery, poverty, and ruin, since he has thrown it off : I have 
heard the impassioned accents of his heart-broken wife, so far as 
weakness allowed her to be impassioned, exclaiming, as she 
looked at her miserable companion, *0h, sir, he has been a 
changed man ever since he went among the Owenites I ' Such is 
8ociaHsm."<' 

20, 21. (20) father's, etc., the usual formula at the beginning 
of a new section, ch. i. 8. (21) bind them, like a duum, or 
amulet." tie . • neok, as were amulets.* 

Mother's law (v. 20). — ^The injunction is in form addressed to a 
grown son, that he forsake not in manhood his mother's law. In 
&e pliant time of childhood the character is moulded chiefly by 
the mother. The mother should be much with her children. In 
the case of mothers who live in affluence, perhaps trifling is the 
most pressing danger. But the command of this passage is 
directly addressed to the child.« 

The droTvning hoy and his Bible. — ^At a meeting of the Aberdeen 
AnxiHary Bible Society some years since, the following pleasing 
anecdote was related by an eye-witness of the scene. ''Last 
year," said he, " a vessel from Stockholm was driven upon our 
ooast in a tremendouh gale j and became a total wreck. Her condi- 
tion was such that no human aid could possibly preserve the crew. 
In a short while after the vessel struck she went to pieces. The 
persons on shore beheld witii grief tiie awful state of those on 
board, but could render them no aid. They all perished except 
one lad ; and he was driven by the waves upon a piece of the 
wreck, entwined among the ropes attached to the mast. Half 
naked and half drowned, he reached the shore. As soon as they 
rescaed him, they saw a small parcel tied firmly round his waist 
wiUi a handker(Mef . Some thought it was his money ; others 



a " The Dlr. eye 
penetrates the 
heart He sees 
all that passes 
there, not only 
the deep plots of 
evil, the elabo- 
rate schemes of 
thoaght, and the 
deliberate par- 
poses, but ideas 
and emotions in 
the most inci- 
pient and fugi- 
tive forms. He 
judges the man 
as He sees Him 
t h e r e." — Dav, 
ThonuUf D.D. 

h The slanderer 
does harm to 
three persons at 
once: to him of 
whom he says the 
ill, to him to 
whom he says it, 
and most of all 
to himself, in say- 
ing it. 

V. 18. Bp. Hop- 
kins, 117. 

r.l9. J.I.S.Cel' 
lerier, ii 1S8. 

e WhUecrou. 



a Like the flUets 
of the Law, 
prayer-bands. 

b ** Perhaps the 
superstition most 
common at pre- 
sent is that of 
charms. People 
of every rank and 
station in society, 
and of every 
creed and sect, 
employ them. 
They are hong 
round the neck, 
or hid away in 
the bosom. . . 
Those most in re- 
pute are brief 
sentences from 
their religious 
books, written 
with certain for- 
malities, and fre- 
quently accom- 
panied with 
cabalistic dia- 
grams, drawn by 
those skilled in 
these magio my- 
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sfceries." — Thorn* 
ton. 

Fr. i. 9, iil. 8; 
Song SoL iy. 9. 

vr. 30-33. TT.iAiy, 
51; Hon. G. Z 
Noel, ii 85. 

eDr.AmoL 

"Mother! How 
many deliflrhtfal 
assooiations clos* 
ter around tiiat 
word! Tbeinno* 
cent smiles of 
infancy, the gam- 
bols of boyhood, 
and the happiest 
hoars of riper 
years! When my 
heart aches at 
the world's 
wickedness, and 
my limbs are 
weary, and my 
feet bloody, tra> 
Telling the 
thorny path of 
life, I am accus- 
tomed to sitdown 
and close my 
eyes, and send 
my spirit back to 
the days of early 
life."— Z)r. Thorn- 
ton. 

"See a fond 
mother encircled 
by her children : 
"vrith pious ten- 
derness she 
looks aronnd,and 
her soul even 
melts with ma- 
ternal love. One 
she kisses on its 
cheek, and clasps 
another to her 
bosom; one die 
sets upon her 
knee, and flndt a 
seat upon her 
foot for another. 
And while, by 
their actions, by 
their lisping 
words, and ask- 
ing eyes, she un- 
derstands their 
numberless little 
wishes, to these 
she dispenses a 
look, and a word 
to those; and, 
whether she 
grants or refoses, 
whether she 
smiles or frowns, 
it is all in tender 
love. Such to us, 
though infinitely 
high and awfnl, 



the 8hip*8 palters ; and others said it was his watch. The hand- 
kerchief was nnloosed, and to their surprise it was his Bible, — ^a 
Bible given to the hut's father by the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. Upon the blank leaf was a prayer written, that the 
Lord might make the present gift the means of saving his son's 
sonl. Upon the other blank leaf was an account of how the Bible 
came into the father s hands, with expressions of gratitude to the 
society trojn which he received it. To this was added a request 
to his son that he would make it the man of his oounsel ; and 
that he could not allow him to depart from home without giving 
liim the best pledge of his love, — a Bible ; although thiUi gift 
deprived the otibier parts of the f^ily. The Bible bore evident 
marks of having been often read with tears." — Infiueiwe of a 
CJiristian mother. — 'Dieco was once an obscure and pious woman 
living in a city in the south of England. History is silent re- 
specting her anoestiy, her place of birth, or her education. She 
had an only son, whom, in his infancy, she made it her great 
business to instruct, and train up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. At seven years of age his mother died, and a few 
years after he went to sea, and became at length a common sailor 
in the AMcan slave trade. He soon became a great adept in vice 
—a swearer most horribly profane ; and though younger than 
many of his companions in years, he was the oldest in giultw But 
he could not shake off the remembrance of his pious mother's in- 
structions. Though dead and in her grave, she seemed speaking 
to him still. After many alarms of conscience, and many imn- 
gent convictions, he became a Christian, and subsequently one of 
the most success^il ministers of the Gospel our country ever pro* 
duced. Of course, through the labours of the conTerted son, we 
may now trace the influence of the pious mother. In addition to 
his great ministerial labours, he wrote many evangelical works, 
and few authors have done more to extend the power of religion. 
He was highly eloquent and greatly useful in reUgious conveisa- 
tion ; and his hymns, whose use in divine worship is almost com- 
mensurate with the extension of the English language, are of the 
most elevated and evangelical character. Follow &at mother's 
influence farther. Her son was the means of the conTersion of 
Claudius Buchanan, who subsequently became a minister of the 
Gospel, and went to the East Indies. Here he occupied a respon- 
sible station ; and his labours in behalf of the English popula- 
tion, and for the improvement of the moral and spiritual con- 
dition of the natives, are deservedly ranked among ihe noblest 
a^chievements of Christian philanthropy. His little work en- 
titled The Star in the Eaxt was the first thing that attracted the 
attention of Adoniram Judson to a mission in the East Indies. 
Hence, had it not been for that mother's faithfulness, her son 
might never have been converted, Dr. Buchanan never been con- 
verted, nor that train of causes put in operation which are now 
shedding such a flood of light on Burmah and the surrounding 
regions. The converted sailor was also the means of the convex^ 
sion of Thomas Scott from the dark mazes of Sodnianiam to &e 
belief, practice, and preaching of evangelical truth. He was a 
very successful preacher for a good portion of his long life in the 
metropolis of England — engaged with vigour and zeal in every 
enterprise that he thought conducive to the moral welf&re and 
salvation of man. He was, too, liie author of a very valuable 
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oommentaiy on the Bible,. almoBti uneqaalled in its pmotiQal ten* 
dsnoj and the extent of its ciroulfition. To that pioua mother's 
inflaenoe, operating' throagfh the effortfr of her son, all this is 
easily traced. Besides, to the oonnection of her son witdi the poet 
Cowper, the evangelical character and g^^at religious inflnenoe of 
Cowper's poetry are doubtiebb to be greatly attributed. It was by 
the heavenly counsels, and praters, and letters of his clerioal 
friend, that the poet^s piety wan deepened, and the gloom of his 
mind dispersed. Again, to this same minlBter's influence, in con- 
nection with that of I>oddridge, the oozi version of Wilberforce is 
traced by some. For fourteen years after he first saw Wilberf oroe, 
and until his conversion, he made him the constant subject of his 
prayers. And with what glorious results was the conversion of 
Wilberforoe fraught to the interests of man I What vast contri- 
butions did he make with his princely fortune to objects of bene- 
volence ! To his influence, in a great degree, may we impute the 
abolition of the African slave trade, and in subsequent years the 
emancipation of slaves in the British West Indies ; for the former 
step prepared the way fbr taking the latter. In addition to this, 
Wilberforce was the author of A Practical View of Chj'istianityy 
which did much to commend spiritual religion to the higher 
classes of his countrymen, and which, eince his death, has been 
widely circulated, and widely useful. This book was the means 
of the conversion of Legh Richmond, the author of the Dairt/man^s 
Daiighter^ which has been the means of the conversion of 
thousands. Sudi are some of the stupendous and glorious reeults* 
of one holy woman's efforts to educate her son for Grod — a wide 
and mighty {KMsthumous influence which an angel might feel 
honoured to exert. Who was she 1 The mother of the Bev. John 
Newton. 

22r-2A. (22) "wlien, etc.^ evidently referring to the " law of 
obedience" to x)arental counsels, not to the mere amulet, goest . . 
sleepest . . awakest, terms representing the variety of the ex- 
periences of the traveller, through all which high moral princi- 
ples will keep and bless." (23) lamp, or candle.^ the law, of 
moral purity, light, revealing temptation, and the paths of 
sin. reproofs, or convictions of error.^ (24) evil woman, 
woman of evil, ch. li. 16. fl.attery, that would entice thee to 
evil ways,^ lit. Jroni the tnwothness of the tongue of the strange 
woman. 

The fUhemian and the light. — ^There was a fisherman once, 
whose hut was situated on a high and rock-bound coaet. Near 
by was a snug cove, with a smooth, sandy beach, where he was 
accustomed to draw up his little boat, and from which he went 
forth, day by day, to engage in his toilsome occupation, on the 
waters of the stormy sea. One day he went out, as usual, to 
spend the day in fishing. He toiled on, with encouraging 
Bucoess, till towuds the close of the afternoon, when looking up 
to the sky, he saw threatening signs of an approaching storm. 
Immediately he hauled up his lines, resolving, if possible, to 
reach his home before the gathering tempest should burst upon 
him. But he had a long distance to go, and the wind was ahead, 
and the sea was rough, and the storm came on fast, and the day 
was almost gone. Yet with a brave and trusting heart, he turned 
the bow of his boat in the right direction, and began to row 
towmds home. Bight manfully did he bend upon his oars, and 



itProyidenoe; so 
it watdiea over 
us» oomfDrting 
tbeee, proTiding 
for those, listen- 
ing to all, and 
aaeiBting every 
one; and if 
aometimeB it de- 
nies the favoor 
we implore, it 
denies but to in- 
vite oiur more 
earnest prayers; 
or, if seeming to 
deny a blessing, 
it grants one in 
the refusal." — 
Krummaeher. 
"The mother's 
heart is the 
child's school- 
room." — Beecher. 
Napoleon being 
asked, "What is 
the great want 
of tibe French 
nation ?" replied, 
"Mot hersl" 
Some children 
being asked if 
they knew any 
one who was 
always good, one 
replied, "Yes, 
sir, I know one 
—my mother." 



a "The Word of 
God will be our 
guide, guard, and 
companion." — 
Matt. Henry. 

b Fs. cxiz. 106. 

e Trans. "And in 
the way of life is 
admonitory dis- 
cipUne."-J««/«-. 

d "The desorlp. 
of the young 
man's temptress 
and her beguiling 
and fascinating 
methods is so life- 
like and minute, 
that it needs 
neither ezplana* 
tion nor oom- 
me n t." — Dav. 

V. 22. O. Lam^ 
bert,267; J. Bui- 
lar, 366. 

V. 23. J. Jfason, 
i.131. 

"And wisdom 
dwells in secret, 
and on high, as 
do the stank The 
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tan's diarnal 
glare is for the 
daily herd; but 
for the wise, the 
ccdd pore radi- 
anoe of the night- 
born lights 
wherewith is in- 
spiration of the 
truth."— j8atf<y. 

When Endamides 
heard old Xeno- 
crates disputing 
so long about wis- 
dom, he inquired 
yery gravely 
but arohly, 
" If the old man 
be yet disputing 
and inquiring 
concerning wis- 
dom, what time 
will he have left 
to use it?" 

** For character 
groweth day by 
day, and iXL 
things aid it in 
unfolding, and 
the bent unto 
good or evil may 
be given in the 
hours of in- 
fancy." — Tapper. 

eRUls/r. Foun- 
tain o/Li/e, 



a Matt. V. 38. 

&*To8sibly point- 
ing to the E. cus- 
tom of painting 
them on the out- 
side with koMf 
so as to give 
brightness and 
languishing ex- 
pression to the 
eyes." — S^k. Com. 
e Otto Zdekler. 
2 Ki. iz. 30. 
d A, - S. hdre; 
Ger. hure; W. 
huraUf from 
huriato, to hire; 
hur meaning 
wages, hire. 



Ga. vi. 7, 8. 
&<* He that keeps 
company with 
those of ill fame, 
that goes in with 



Mb boat flew rapidly over the white-Ksapped billows. Bat darker 
and darker grew the heavenB above him ; and soon all traces of 
daylight had disappeared. The outline of the coast had faded 
from his view, and he conld no longer see any of those well- 
known landmarks by which he was accustomed to direct his 
course. He went as near the coast as he could without being 
dashed against its jagged rocks. And then he rowed on until he 
was exhausted ; but no sign of his hut, or of the little cove near 
by, could he dLscover. The storm raged fiercer, and the night 
grew darker. Hope died away within him, and death sts^ed 
him in the face. He expected every moment that his frail boat 
would be swallowed up in the stormy waters. But just then a 
faint ray of light met his eye. It renewed his streng^. He rowed 
on more heartily. Very soon he found that it proceeded from the 
window of his own little hut. It gfuided him to the cove he was 
accustomed to enter. He drew his boat up safely on the sand, 
and, grateful for his own deliverance, before he went to bed that 
night he trimmed the lamp, and filled it with oil, and set it in 
the window of his humble dwelling, that its friendly light might 
shine out upon the stormy sea, and i)erhaps guide some o&er 
tempest-tossed voyager to a place of safety, ^d as long as he 
lived he continued this practice. It was very proper that he 
should do this. He made a right use of the lamp himself, and 
then he tried to extend the benefit of it to others. And this is 
just what we should do. We have Grod's wonderful lamp. It is 
shining all about our path. It shows us how we may sail over 
life's stormy sea, so as to reach the haven of enduring rest and 
safety at laist. But there are multitudes of our fellow-creatures 
who are tossed on this tempestuous sea, without a single ray of 
light to guide their way. What is our duty? Should we not 
send titiis wonderful lamp to them ? This is all they need. It 
is abundantly able to guide them to the only place where they 
can find safety.' 

25, 26. (25) lust, the term for vehement and unbridled 
desire.' take thee, as in a trap, eyelids, wh. Eastern 
women paint to enhance their beauty.* "With which she 
throws amorous and captivating glances at her lover. "« (26) 
wliorish, strictly one who sells herself for hire.' pieoe of 
bread, the sign of uttermost poverty, adulteress, the aban- 
doned woman who is unfaithful as a wife is ever more violent 
and ruinous than the harlot, liunt, lay snares for; take, as 
fish, with a hook. 

Danger of gin. — ^We might illustrate the evil of sin by the 
following comparison : — " Suppose I were going along a street, 
and were to dash my hand through a large pane of glass, what 
harm would I receive ?" " You would be pumshed for breaking 
the glass." *' Would that be all the harm I should receive?** 
"Your hand would be cut by the glass." "Yes, and so it is 
with sin. If you break Gtod's laws, you shall be punished for 
breaking them, and your soul is hurt by t^e very act of breaking 
them." 

27 — 29. (27) take, take and heap, as if his bosom were a 
fire-pan. Breaking physical laws absolutely insures physical 
penalties ; quite as certainly moral woe follows on moral trans* 
gressions.' (28) go, or walk. (29) SO, etc., " so inconceivable 
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is it that the adulterer should follow his unlawful intercouzse 
without evil oonsequences and just retribution." * 

EffecU cfevU habits, — ^At the first arrival of the Europeans in 
America it was not uncommon to find Indians who were above 
a hundred years old. They lived frugally and drank pure water. 
Brandy, rum, wine, and all the other strong liquors, were utterly 
unknown to them. But since the Christians have taught them 
to drink these liquors, and the Indians have found them but too 
}»latable, those who cannot resist their appetites hardly reach 
half the age of their parents.' 

30, 31. (30) despise a thief, regard him, t.«., with the same 
feeling as they do the other sinner.** hungry, the assumption 
is that hunger is the great impulse to stealing. But this is only 
the most mitigated form of stealing. (31) found, found out. 
sevenfold, £x. xxii. 1—4. all the substance, if that is 
necessary to provide ample restitution. 

Special need. — ** In the first year of my marriage," relates a 
pious Grerman, " I had one day not a farthing in the house, when 
my wife came and asked me for a thaler to pay the weaver who 
was to bring her some doth home in the evening. There was 
not a person in the village of whom we could borrow money ; 
and my wife burst into tears. I tried to comfort her by telling 
her that our heavenly Father knew what we needed, and that 
perhaps the bad weather might prevent the weaver from coming 
that cUiy. I commended the matter to the Lord, for I saw no 
means of human help. In the evening my wife hastily entered 
the room, and said, * The weaver is here V 1 was just taking 
down a book from the shelf above me when, at the very moment, 
a piece of money rolled out of it, and fell rattling on the table. 
My wife and I stood motionless : we felt dLstiactly the presence 
of God, who so exactly knew what we needed, and bestowed it 
npon us at the very moment when we required it." The money 
had been put in the book some time before, been forgotten, and 
vras thus providentially discovered in the time of need. 

32, 33. (32) understanding, discernment, either of the 
sin or of the consequences : or heart, as marg., in the sense of 
** right feeling ;" destitute both of moral principle and of pru- 
dence. (33) wound and dishonour, better, stripes and 
disgrace; stripes from the insulted husband, and shame 
from the people, who hoot the detected man. 'wiped away, 
there is no possible forgiveness to be expected from his injured 
brother. 

The foolish flies. — ^A dervish once went into a confectioner's 
shop. The confectioner, to honour him, poured some honey into 
a dish before him. Immediately a swarm of flies settled, as was 
their wont, upon the honey ; some upon the edge of the dish, but 
the greater number in the middle. The confectioner then took 
np a whisk to drive them off, when those upon the side flew 
away with ease, but the others were prevented from rising by 
the honey clinging to their wings, and were involved in ruin. 
The dervuih noticed this, and remarked, " That honey-dish is like 
the world, and the honey like its pleasures. Those who enjoy 
-tiiem with moderation and contentment, when the whisk of 
death approaches, not having their hearts filled with the love of 
them, can with ease escape its snare ; while all who, like the 



them, and 
touches them, 
cannot long pre- 
serve his inno- 
cency; he thrusts 
himself into 
temptation, and 
so throws himself 
out of God's pro- 
teotion." — ifa(f. 
Henry, 
c WhUeerou. 



a " The laws of 
modem society 
have reversed the 
maxims of SoL, 
and, to the dis- 
honour of Chris- 
tian nations, an 
adulterer, who 
steals what is 
most predous to 
a man, and what 
is irretrievable, 
is treated by the 
law with more 
lenity than a 
thief, who roh« 
him of what is of 
comparatively 
little value, and 
may easily be re- 
placed."— TFordi- 
worth. 

"Even God is 
said to be unable 
to use force 
against neces- 
sity."— Pto/o. 
"Necessity is 
stronger far than 
art." — JSscfiyltu. 



"Believers do not 
regulate their 
marriage relation 
by caprice. They 
do not ask 
divorce at every 
crust of i»ssion, 
as one does not 
amputate a limb 
bee it is con- 
vulsed with 

tine. 

"A husband or 
wife guilty of 
adultery ceases 
to be such ; 
hence he does not 
put away a wife, 
but the adulter- 
ess."— Z>c Wette, 



Ba 
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va^* vii.>ir~5« 



a Fr, the ffii^ 
dustani. 



"TziatSB Ught as 
air, are to tiie 
jealous conflrma- 
tioiis strong as 
pvoofiB of Holy 
Writ" —Shate- 
speare. 

"With groond- 
less fear he thus 
his soul deodves, 
what frenzy 
dictates, jealousy 
belieTes." — Gay. 

alhonuan. 



a " The pwpil of 
the eye is t^e 
emblem of a pre- 
cious possession 
guarded with 
Iiecullarly watch* 
ful care. See 
De. xxxlL 10 ; 
£s. zrii. B ; Zee. 
ii. 12." — Or to 
Zdekler. 

b C. Simeatit M.A. 
There is not one 
great truth in 
the Old Testa« 
Inent which is 
not just as true 
now as when it 
was written ; nay, 
rather those 
truths rose like 
stars, and now 
they shine hke 
suns. We under- 
stand so much 
more than the 
Hebrews of old, 
that our faith 
ought to exceed 
theirs, even as 
the plant ex- 
ceeds the gemu 
cR. Pollock. 

a De. vi. 8, xi. 
18. 

5 Matt. xii. 50. 

"There is not a 
son of Adam, 
whatever his 
condition may 
be, whether in 
prosperity or in 



foolish' flieS) have givoi themselves wholly to their sweetaiess^ 
will meet with destruotioii."^ 

34, 35. (34) jealons7, that of the man' wfiose home is 
mined by the adultezer. not spare, when his Ghanoe of 
avenging himself may come. (35) ransom, to buy off fixim 
pnnJHhment the detected sinner : lit. " He will not accept tlie 
face of any ramomr gflfts, in hope of appeasing his wiath. 
Tlie agony ofjealoiuy. — 

But through the heart 
Should jealousy its venom once diflhise, 
Tis then delightful misery no more, 
But agony unmix'd, incessant gall, 
Corroding every thought, and blasting all 
Love's paradise. Ye fairy prospects ^en, 
Te beds of roses, and ye bowers of joy, 
Farewell I — ^ye gleamings of departed peace, 
Shine out your last I The yellow-tinging plagOB 
Internal vision taints, and in a night 
Of livid gloom imagination wiap&'* 



CHAPTER THE SEVENTH. 

1, 2. (1) my son, etc., the usual commencement of a. new 
section : recalling the attention of the listeners. lay Up, so as 
to be ready for use when temptation comes. (2) apple . . eye, 
lit. as tlie little man in thine eyeJ^ Obs. how carefully 1Mb is 
g^uarded by Nature with the eyelid. 

Love to tlie Holy Scriptures (-pp. 1 — 4). — Show — ^I. The reipect 
we should pay to the counsels of Divine wisdom. 1. They should 
be treasured up with diligence : 2. "Kiey should be watched over 
with care ; 3. They should be kept ready for use ; 4. They should 
be guarded with tenderest affection. II. The benefits which we 
shcJl derive from a due attention to them. 1. We shaU be deli- 
vered from evil ; 2. We shall be carried forward in safety to 
everlasting life.* 

The Bible a guide. — 

Star of Eternity I the only star 

By which the bark of man can navigate 

The sea of life, and gain the coast of bliss 

Securely ; the only star which rose on time, 

And on its dark and troubled billoT^^'s stiU, 

As generation, drifting swiftly by. 

Succeeded generation, threw a ray 

Of heaven's own light, and to the hills of (xod — 

The eternal hills — pointed the sinner's eye.' 

3—5. (3) bind . . fingers, as were the words of the Law ta 
be bound by the Mosaic injunction.'' Or, as inscriptions upon 
rings. (4) wisdom, wh. had previously been personified as a 
woman, a queen, sister,* companion. The word suggests 
simple and pure relationships and intercourses, kinswoman, 
or &iend : the one known by thee, in familiar intercourse. (5) 
keep thee, by engaging and absorbing all thine interests, and 
by giving thee timSy warnings and. good advice, strangpa 
woman, ch. v. 3. 
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AiUhenticity of the Bible. — There are four grand arguments 
for the truth of the Bible. I. The miracles it recorcU. II. The 
prophecies it contains. III. The goodness of the doctrine. IV. 
The moral character of the penman. The miracles flow from 
Bivine power, the prophecies from Divine understanding, the 
excellence of the doctrine f^xnn Divine goodness, and the moral 
character of the penmsA from Divine purity. Thus the Bible 
stands upon four immov%le pillars — ^the power, the understand- 
ing, the goodhess, and the purity of God.'' 

Adaptation of the Bible, — It is indeed an admirable evidence 
of the truth and Divine origin of the sacred volume, that for its 
important practiod purposes — especially for the great end of the 
soul's salvation — it is just as intelligible to the humble but pious 
cottager as it is to the most learned and cultivated among man- 
kind. The rough Greenlander and Esquimaux, the untutored 
inhabitant of New Zealand or Otaheite, the wandering North 
American Indian, the superstitious and degraded Hindoo and 
Chinese, the Hottentot of South Africa, the negro and Mala- 
gassee — ignorant and uncultivated man in almost every part of 
the world — ^have all been, found capable, with the aid of the most 
simple Christian teaching, of understanding the Holy Scriptures, 
80 far as relates to their main purpose — I mean that of instruct- 
ing us in the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ our Lord ; 
and the same book has been the means of impartiiig the same 
knowledge to the polite and civilised Greek and Boman. as well 
as to the Bacons, Lockes, Boyles, Addisons, and Newtons of 
the modem, times — ^the most refined and philosophical of our 
species.** 

6 — 9. (6) window, " the latticed opening of the kiosk of an 
Eastern house, overlooking the street." <* This latticed arrange* 
ment was neoessaxy for the circulation of fresh air. (7) 
simple ones, young men having nothing to do, and, seeking 
their pleasure, only too easily putting themselves in the way of 
temptation, void of unaerstandin^, better, discernment. 
(8) corner, stieet-comers being always favoured meeting-places, 
went, eto.^ sauntered along the way by her house : like buzzing 
moth, putting himself in the way of temptation.^ (9) twiligllt, 
the later evening, fr. 9 to 12 o'clock.* 

A sad sight {v. 7). — ^Who is the young man void of under- 
standing ? I. He is one who pays more attention to his outward 
appeaiance than to his inner character. II. He is one who seeks 
happiness without rather than within. III. He is one who 
identifies greatness with circumstances rather than with cha- 
racter. lY. He is one who is guided more by the dictates of his 
own natfoxe than by the counsels of experience. Y. He is one 
who lives in show and ignores realities.'' 

A word in season* — One Sabbath morning, while the late Eev. 
Dr. Bedell, of Philadelphia, was preaching, a young man passed 
by with a number of companions as gay and ^oughtless as 
himself. One of them proposed to go into the church, saying, 
" Let us go and hear what this man has to say, that everybody is 
nmning after." The young man made this awful answer, " No, 
I would not go into such a place if Christ Himself was preach- 
ing." Some weeks after, he was again passing the church, and 
bemg alone, and having nothing to do, he iiiought he would go 
in without being observed. On opening the door, he was struck 



adversity, in. 
temptation or de- 
live ranee, in. 
health or sick- 
ness, but he may 
find in this 
Book some balmy 
comfort to the 
quieting of his 
conscience and 
to the advance- 
ment of his salvai- 
tion. In short, 
the Holy Bible is 
the great light to 
our paths, our 
comfort ill 
atSiction, our 
shield and swonl 
against Satan.the 
school of wisdom, 
the testimony of 
God's favour, and 
the food and 
nourishment of 
our souls." — T^ 
Bankes. 

c JD. Simpson. 

d J. J. QurMV* 



a Spk. Com, 

Ju. V. 28. 

6 "The verb used 
is fairly chosen, 
as it always ex- 
presses a certain 
care and inten- 
tion in his going. 
We say, substan- 
tially, 'he mea- 
sures his steps, 
he paces before 
her door.'" — Um- 
breit. 

e "Y o u n g,, 
'simple,' in the 
bad sense of the 
word ; open to all 
i m p r essious of 
evil; empty- 
headed and 
empty - hearted ; 
lounging near 
the house of ill- 
repute, not as yet 
ddiberately pur- 
posing to sin, but 
placing himself 
in the way of it, 
wandering idly 
to see one of 
whose beauty he 
had heard." — 
Spk. Com. 
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«.7. & Partridge^ 
VL 219; G, Mat- 
theuf, il. 155 ; Bp. 
DehoH, ii. 510. 

d Dr. Thomas. 

"For nothing 
lovelier can be 
found in woman, 
than to study 
hoaiehold good, 
and good works 
in her hnsband 
to promote." — 
MUton, 



a OttoZdekler, 

I Tit. ii 8. 

** Temptation to 
iieentUnuness. — 
There is not a 
more tried shaft 
in all Satan's 
quiver than this : 
a I)ersua8ion to 
men to bear 
themselves too 
bold upon the 
favour of God. 
* Thou art the 
elect and re- 
deemed of God; 
8in because graoe 
hath abounded ; 
sin, that it may 
abound. Thou 
art safe enough 
though thou 
offend; be not 
too mach an ad- 
versary to thine 
own liberty.' " — 
Hall, 

"Dress drains our 
oellar dry, and 
keeps our larder 
lean."— CoujptfT. 



n "The harlot 
uses the techni- 
cal word (Lev. 
iU. 1) for the 
' peaoe-offerings,' 
and makes them 
the starting 
point for her 
sin. They have 



I 



with awe at the solemn silence of the place, though it was much 
crowded. Every eye was fixed on the preacher, who was to begin 
his discourse. His attention was instantly caught by the tezt~ 
ProY. vii. 7. His conscience was smitten by the power of truth. 
He saw that he was the young man described. A view of his 
profligate life passed before his eyes ; and for the first time he 
trembled under the feeling of sin. He remained in the church 
till the preacher and congregation had passed out, then slowly 
returned to his home. He had early received infidel principles ; 
but the Holy Spirit, who had aroused him in his folly, led him to 
a oonstant attendance on the ministry of Dr. B., who had been 
the instrument of awakening his mind. He cast away his be- 
setting sin, and gave himself to a life of virtue and holiness. He 
afterwards declared openly his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
his desire to devote hunself to His service. 

10 — 12. (10) attire, peculiar in form and colours, bo as to 
attract attention, harlot, Ge. zzxiv. 31. subtil, 6e. iii. 1, 
wary, cunning, " one whose heart is guarded and inaccessible, 
who locks up her plans and counsels deep in her breast.' (11) 
loud, prob. bustling, or bold, stubborn, fretting against the 
pure restraints of home, not submisBive. in her house, where 
every right-minded woman ought to be in the night time.* (12) 
streets, where we might be sure she only intends wantonness 
and mischief. 

On the word attire. — Attire only occurs four times in the 
Bible — once as a verb, and three times as a noun-substantive : 
*^and with a linen mitre shall he {i.e. the high prieetl be 
attired," i.e, his head shall be folded with the mitre (Le. zvi. 4) ; 
" there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot " (Prov. 
vii. 10) — here the Hebrew word is a general one, signifying 
** putting on," but probably refers to the head as the most oon* 
spicuous member. "Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a 
bride her attire ?" (Jer. ii. 32) — ^here the Hebrew word signifies 
"girdle," but, as it might be all round the head, or a *' fillet," 
our translators probably took it in that sense. The same trans- 
lators however, not very consistently, rendered the same word 
" ornaments of the leg^s," in Isaiah iii. 20, perhaps because they 
had appropriated "bonnet" to the preceding word, whidi is, 
however, a " foot chain" (Gtesen.), or " armlet" (Fiirst), Lastly, 
Exek. xxiii. 15 : " Girded with girdles about their loins, exoeedirqs' 
in dyed attire upon their heads," where the translation should be, 
according to De Wette, " herahhdngenden hinden " (overlapping 
turbans). In xxiv. 17, " tire," etc., is undoubtedly a head-dress, 
and in 2 Kings ix. 30, " Jezebel tired her head" (Heb. " adorned'* 
her head). Wedgwood is no doubt right in restricting this word 
primarily to the head, and connecting it with old French 
atour. Shakespeare uses " tire" for a head-dress. The Persian 
word " tiara" is not found in the Bible. 

13—15. (13) caught him, as if in playful joke, kissed 
him, as if e^e cared for him. Impudent faoe, or "she 
strengthened her face ;" putting on her most fascinating looks. 
(14) peace . . me, lit. peace offerings are upon »ie.« Her way 
of saying she had a religious feast on that night, and would be 
glad for him to come and diare. (15) to meet thee, so as to 
give thee a personal invitation. 
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Modesty. — 

** In distant climes a plant there grows, 

Which from the touch its leaves will cloBe, 

And trembling tuni itself away 

If aught approach its fragile spray ; 

Its kmdred plant they say abides 

Unseen our northern clime beneath. 

From ev'ry idle gaze it hides, 

And shrinks at ev'ry ruder breath ; 

Amid the snows it thriyes the best 

Which guard the virgin's spotless breast. 

'Tis Modesty I a lovelier flow'r 

Than spring's first snowdrop, bom 'mid February's show'r.* 

16—18. (16) carved, this word is better connected with the 
previous sentence, " variegated coverings of tapestry," or with 
the following.<> fine linen, for wh. Egypt was noted. (17) 
perfumed, etc, the Eastern love of strong scents is remarkable, 
and they are used as incentives to passion. *^ These verses point 
to the art and commerce wh. flourished under Solomon." (18) 
cinnamon, imported prob. fr. Ceylon. 

JS^utem beds. — *' The time for taking our repose was now come, 
and we were conducted into another large room, in the middle of 
which was a kind of bed, without bedstead or curtains. Though 
the coverlet and pillows exceeded in magnificence the richness 
of the sofa, which likewise ornamented the apartment, I foresaw 
that I could expect but little rest on this bed, axid had the 
curiosity to examine its make in a more particular manner, 
fifteen mattresses of quilted cotton, about three inches thick, 
placed one upon another, formed the groundwork, and were 
covered by a sheet of Indian linen, sewed on the last mattress. 
A coverlet of green satin, adorned with gold embroidered in 
embossed work, was in like manner fastened to the sheets : the 
ends of which, turned in, were sewed down alternately. Two large 
pillows of crimson satin, covered with the like embroidery, in 
which there was no want of gold or spangles, rested on two 
cushions of the sofa, brought near to serve for a back, and in- 
tended to support our heads. The taking of the pillows entirely 
away would have been a good resource, if we had had any 
bolster; and the expedient of turning the other side upwards 
having only served to show they were embroidered in the same 
manner on the bottom, we at last determined to lay our hand- 
kerchiefs over them, which, however, did not prevent our being 
very sensible of the embossed ornaments underneath."* 

19, 20. (19) goodman, or husband. So she assures him 
that there is safety from fear of detection. (20) a bag of 
money, so plainly intends to be away a long time, time 
appointed, or, till the next new moon, i.e. a fortnight's time. 

Pleasures thut end in death. — ^There are some pleasures that 
bring pain as their fruit, just as things standing in the sunshine 
throw from them a black shadow. They are like the smooth, 
beautiful serpent, they cany a sting. Fable tells of a bee that 
found, a i)ot of honey ready made, and thought it would be fine 
to save aJl the trouble of flying about the meadows and gathering 
its sweet stores, little by littie, out of the cups of flowers, and i 
be^an to sip out of the dish. Then it went on and revelled in 



to be eaten 
the same 
that they 
offered." — 
Com. 


on 

day 

are 

Spk. 


w. 14, 16. 
Ball, 61. 


N. 


6 Holford, 





a "Striped oorer- 
lets of linen of 
Egypt." 

"That modest 
graoe sabdu'd 
my soul, that 
chastity of look 
which seems to 
hang, a yeU of 
purest light, o*er 
all her beauties, 
and by forbid- 
ding most in- 
flames desires."— 
Young, 

b Baron du Tott, 

"The excellenoe 
of a circle lies in 
its roundness, 
not its bigness. 
The rim of a 
threepenny bit is 
a true circle, and 
would not be 
mended, bnt only 
magnified, if 
sweUed till it 
equalled in size 
the tire of a cart 
wheel, or dilated 
till it touched 
the outline of a 
planet."-& Coley, 



Jerome writes of 
a brave woman, 
who, I being upon 
the rack, bade 
her persecutors 
do their worst, 
for she was re- 
solved to die 
rather than lie. 
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CO^p. viL 21—25, 



• a Dr. J. Edmond. 



o Spk. Com, 

h "As a man in 
chains to the 
punishment of 
the fooL"-- 
Wordiworth. 

'♦Thlnk'st thou 
there are no ser- 
pents in the 
world but those 
who slide along 
the grassy sod, 
and sting the 
luckless foot that 
presses them ? 
There are who in 
the path of social 
life do bask their 
spotted skins in 
fortune's sun, 
and sting the 
«ouL" — /oanna 
BaUlie. 

"Those who are 
in the power of 
evil habits must 
conquer them as 
they can ; and 
conquered they 
must be, or 
neither wisdom 
n or happiness 
can be attained : 
but those who 
are yet subject to 
their influence 
may, by timely 
caution, preserve 
their freedom : 
they may effec- 
tually resolve to 
escape the tyrant, 
whom they will 
■very Tainly re- 
solve to conquer." 
— Johnton. 
cF. W,R6bert99n. 

**I oan bear 
scorpions* stings, 
tread fields of 
fire ; in frozen 
gnlts of cold 
eternal lie ; be 
toss'd aloft 
through tracts of 
endless void, but 
cannot live in 
shame.*' — Joanna 
BaiUU, 

" The humblest 
trade has in it 
clbowroom for all 
the virtues. Th|it 
huckster can be 



the sweets ; but when it began to get tired and cloyed, it found, 
poor bee I that its wings were all clogged and would not open, 
nor could it drag its body out of the nuu9B. So it died, buried 
in pleasure." 

21—23. (21) fair speech, the word employed is that uBuallj 
trans, doctrine. *' The use of the same word has a keen irony 
about it Tfh. it is difficult to convey in another language.''" 
forced him, to get over all his prudence, his virtue, and his 
fears. (22) straightway, as by a sudden impulse, as an 
ox, blindly, not thinking that he is going to his destruction. 
as a fool, goes on his foolish way, never thinking that the 
penalties must come.^ (23) liver, put for the vitals generally. 

A life of degradation. — ^Degradation means the application of 
a thing to purposes lower thim that for which it was intended. 
It is degradation to a man to live on husks, becaufle -th^ are 
not his true food. We call it degradation when we .aee the 
members of an ancient family, decayed by extravagance, *wozkiiig 
for their bread. It is not degradation for a bofm labourer to 
work for an honest livelihood. It is degradation for them, for 
they are not what they might have been. And, therefore, for a 
man to be degraded, it is not necessary that he should have given 
himself up to low and mean practices. It is quite enough that 
he is living for purposes lower ^an those for which God intended 
him. He may be a man of unblemi^ed reputation, and yet 
debased in the truest meaning of &e word. We were, sent into 
this world to love God and to love man ; to do goad ; to fill up 
life with deeds of generosity and usefulness ; and he that 
refuses to work out tihat high destiny is a degraded man. He 
may turn away revolted from everything that is gross. His 
sensuous Indulgences may be all marked by refinement and 
taste. His house may be filled with elegance. His libraiy may 
be adorned with books. There may be the sounds in his man- 
sion which can xegale the ear, the delicacies which can stimtdate 
the palate, and the forms of beauty which can please the eye. 
There may bet nothing in his whole life to offend *ihe most 
chastened and &iBtidious delicacy ; and yet, if the histoxy of all 
this be, powers frittered upon time which were meant for 
eternity, the man is degraded ; if the spirit which was created 
to find its enj(^yment in the love of God has settled down satis- 
fied with the love of the world, iihen that man has tuimed aside 
from a celestial f ea^t to prey on g^arbage.*' 

24, 25. (24) hearken, making a most impressive application. 
(25) decline, from the counsels and the principles of wisdom 
and of purity. 

Tcbking care of the heart. — The great defect in our system of 
education is that it turns a man away from himself. Many a 
schoolboy can describe the continents and islands of the earth 
trace out the intricacies of the planetary system, TutTning guns 
and moons and stars, who would stand abated should you ask 
him the number of bones in the human body, or to trace ont the 
marvellous nervous system that God has given him. This begin? 
in the nursery, and is carried all the way up through the 
University. I^e, there is some improvement in later days, and 
those sciences relating more particularly to the philo6c^|ihy of 
man's being have be^ introduced, ^but th^ have not the pro- 
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mmenoe they shonld have over mathematics and the langnagw. 
Now, Christianity tiims man's attention to himself. Jfo other 
teacher ever equalled Christ in this respect. He painted for ns 
the -picture of man given up to the wildness of his own poeeionB, 
and of man in his renewed state, oomelv to look npNm. 3^e 
inspired writers direct mankind i»o the sprmg of life, Sie fiomce 
of power and fountain of strength in themselves, and imme- 
diately thereafter to the Lord Jesus Christ. And we are not 
surprised that Solomon shows that in man himself are the 
elements of life and death, of heaven and hdl. 

26, 27. (26) oast down, as on a field of battle, strong 
men, better, vtiffhty hosts, (27) to hell, ch. ii. 18, v. 5. 

Venus, — ^The Emperor Hadrian very innocently adced Epic- 
tetus why Venus was painted naked. The philosopher replied, 
because ihB always reduces her jfoUowers to such xK>verty that 
th^ bave no dothes. ThB Italians, more knowing, have a 
proverb, J3ella femitia oli£ ride,, vuol dir^ horsa ckepiange: the 
smiles of ^a pretty woman are tiie tears c^ the purse ; the latter 
must be dzamed to ensure the continuBnoe of the former. 



CMAPTEB THE EiaHTE. 

(1) ory, making also her good and gracious invitations 
to the young, pnt . . voioe, loudly and per8uasive]y.<* (2) 
liigh. plaoes> h. which the passers-by mqy be observed. 
places of the paths, in the very midst of the roads. (3) 
gates, where fio many are coming and going, coming . . 
doors, at the very entrance of the cil^, so as to secure all. 

ITie voice of Divine wisdom (w. 1 — 14). — I. It is a voice striving 
for the ear of all. She cries — 1. In the most commanding scenes 
of life ; 2. In the ordinaiy thoroughfares of life ; 8. In t^e most 
crowded districts of life. II. It is a voioe worthy of the ear of 
all; because her oonmiunications are — 1. Perfect; 2. .In- 
telligible ; 3. Precious ; 4. EifhausUess ; 5. Rectifying ; 6. 
Original.* 

The briffhtness of wisdom. — 

Wisdom, blest beam ! 

The brightness of the everlasting light ! 

The spotless mirror of the power of Godi I 

The reflex image of th' all-perfect Mind ! 

A stream translucent, flowing from the source 

Of Glory Infinite ! A cloudless light I 

Defilement cannot touch, nor sin pollute 

Her unstain'd purity 1 " 

4 — 6. (4) men . . sons of man, a distinction is designed 
I>etween the stronger and experienced, and the weaker and inex- 
perienced. (5) wisdom, or subtlety in a good sense ; prudenoe ; 
rules of self-restraint, and pure ordering of life. * understand- 
ing, or discerning. (6) excellent things, princely things, 
such as are suitable for a prince, or poss. plain things.' right, 
and tending to righteousness.^ 

A scoffer, — ^A scoffing infidel of considerable talents, being 
once in the company of a person of slender intellect, but of 
g-ennine piety, and supposing no doubt that he should obtain an 



true, and honest, 
and faonouralde — 
what more can 
BothBchUd be?" 



As the nature of 
trees and pluits, 
of their roots, 
stocks, stems, 
and boaghs, is in 
the seed ; ao the 
cause of our 
tranagressions is 
our own ocanrap- 
tion, whereby we 
are moved to do 
>«vil,and hindered 
to do good. 



a « The publicity 
and universality 
of the call con- 
trast with the 
secreoy and in- 
trigues of the 
wioked." — Fatu- 
set. 

" Wisdom is seen 
everywhere i n 
the material uni- 
verse, but her 
Bublimest revela- 
tion is in the per- 
son of the Son of 
G o d." — Dav. 
Tfiofnasy D.D. 
vv. 1—*. J. Nor- 
rU, iii. 232. 
b Dr. Thomas. 
Wisdom was 
personified by the 
Greeks as Athene 
or Minerva, a 
goddess who had 
no mother, but 
sprang fully 
armed from the 
head of Jupiter. 
All true wisdom 
is from above. 
c Hannah More. 

a "The sense is 
— I will speak of 
the mysteries of 
the kingdom of 
heaven."— Words- 
worth. 

h "This wisdom 
is ever in the 
world. Her voice 
is ever yw here ; it 
rings throo^htho 
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ages. It is high 
above all the tu- 
mults of the na- 
tions. The voices 
of generations 
are hushed in 
grareyards and 
in seas, but this 
voice sounds on ; 
it cannot be 
silenced." — Dav. 
ThomaSt D.D. 

a " Those who 
discern things 
that differ, who 
know good and 
evil, r^dHy sub- 
scribe to the rec- 
titude of all Wis- 
dom's dictates, 
and therefore, 
without mur- 
muring or dis- 
puting, govern 
themsdves b y 
them."— JfaW. 
Henry, 

Is. xxxv. 8. 

Somebody says 
that politeness is 
like an air- 
cushion: there 
may be nothing 
in it, but it eases 
our jolts wonder- 
fully. 

bR,T,S. 



w. 10, 11. Bp. 
Jfaltby, 363; G. 
J. Zollikoffer, i. 
234. 

Some persons 
proceed as if they 
expected to ob- 
tain wisdom as 
some Chinese 
philosophers 
thought oysters 
got their pearls, 
by gaping. 



a Hat. z. 16. 

5 Spk, Com. 

r. 13. D. Lamont, 
L267. 

"Wisdom is the 
olive that spring- 
eth from the 
heart, bloometh 
on the tongue, 
and beareth fruit 



easy triomph in the display of his ungodly wit, put the f oUowingp 
question to him : "I understand, sir, that yon expect to go to 
heayen when yon die ; can yon tell me what sort of a place 
heaven is 7" *' Yes, sir," replied the Christian ; " heaven is a pre- 
pared place for a prepajred people ; and if your soul is not pre- 
pared for it, with all your boasted wisdom you will never enter 
there." 

7—9. (7) speak, or meditate, wiokedness, not nntnith 
only, but aU kmds of enticement to wrong-doing. (8) firoward, 
lit. wreathed ; twisted, contradictory to truth. (9) that nnder- 
standetb, who is wise enough not to despise, but to open his 
heart to receive, the counsels of wisdom. The man who wishes 
to order his life by the teachings of wisdom.^ 

The word ^^fnynjardy — Froward is used by our translators for 
five Hebrew words, of which two have the force of turning aside, 
and the other three of being twisted or perverted. The majority 
of instances are in the Proverbs (chaps, ii.. iii, iv., vi., viiL, z., 
xi., zvi., xvii., zxi., xzii.). According to Wedgwood it properly 
means ^^ from- ward," as opposed to '* toward." Hence " toward " 
as an adjective is used in a favourable sense. The two words are 
opposed in Taming of the Shrew^ act v., scene 2 : — 

Vincentio. — 'T& a good hearing, when children are toward. 
iMoentio, — ^But a harsh hearing, when women are froward. 

Preacjdng self and Christ. — ^When Bernard had once xsreHached 
a very eloquent sermon on a public occasion, the people greatly 
applauded him ; but his own mind was much dejected. On the 
following day he again preached, but with the utmost simplicity, 
which did not so well please his audience. When spoken to on 
the subject, he declared his conviction that in the latter instance 
only had he discharged his duty ; " for," added he, ** yesterday I 
preached Bernard, but to-day Jesus Christ." 

10, 11. (10) not silver, i.e. as being preferable to gaining 
silver, knowledge,^ practical knowledge for the guidance of 
life is meant, choice gold, tried, selected, precious. (11) 
wisdom, etc^^camp. Job xxviii. 15 ; Ps. xix. 10 ; Pt. iii. 15, xvL 
16. rubies, Heb.^eniwm, prob. pearls. 

Worth of wisdom, — If the mountains were pearl, if every sand 
of the sea were a diamond, it were not comparable to wisdom. 
Without wisdom a person is like a ship without a pilot, in danger 
to split upon rocks. The price of wisdom is above rubies, 'fiie 
ruby is a precious stone, transparent, of a red, fiery colour. It is 
reported of one of the kings of India, he wore a ;niby of that 
bigness and splendour, that he might be seen by it in the dark ; 
but wisdom casts a more sparkling colour than the ruby, it makes 
us shine as angels. 

12, 13. (12) prudence, or subtlety ; the wisdom of the 
serpent, wh. our Lord commended." ^' I^actical tact and insight 
nee(led for the life of common men."* witty inventions^ 
skilful counsels : sagacious counsels. (13) fear . . evil, 
hating evil is one sure sign of it (Job i. 1). froward. ch. iL 
12, vi. 14. 

Example of wisdom. — ^The property of cords contracting their 
length by moisture became generally known, it is said, on the 
raising of the Egyptian obeli^ in the square facing St. Peter's, 
at Home, by order of Pope Sixtus Y. The great work 



Cap. viii. 14-17.] 



PROVERBS. 



65 



nndertaken in the year 1586 ; and the day for raising the 
obelisk was marked with great solemnity. High mass was 
celebrated at St. Peter's; and the architect and workmen re- 
ceived the benediction of the pope. The blast of a trumpet 
was the given signal, when engines were set in motion by an 
incredible number of horses ; but not until after fifty-two un- 
successful attempts had been made, was the huge block Ufted 
from the earth. As the ropes which held it had somewhat 
stretched, the base of the obelisk could not reach the summit of 
the pedestal ; when a man in the crowd cried out, " Wet the 
ropes I" This advice was followed ; and the column, as of itself, 
gradually rose to the required height, and was placed upright on 
tiie pedestal prepared for it. 

14 — ^16. (14) sound wisdom, Heb. tvJthiyyah, the very essence 
of things, whence they derive their soundness and strength," 
comp. ch. ii. 7. have strength, as a possession, result, or attri- 
bute of wisdom. Understanding is a constant source of power. 
(16) by me, or in the exercise of wisdom only can rulers main- 
tain authority, princes, lit. those who engrave just decrees. 
(16) princes, a different word from that in former v.^ This 
means leaders, commanders. 

The authority of Divine imsdoin (vi\ 15 — 21). — ^Wisdom here 
speaks of herself as the queen of the world. I. In the exercise 
of her authority she determines the destiny of rulers. 1. It 
inspires all the good actions of kings ; 2. It controls all the bad 
actions of kings. II. In the exercise of her authority she has a 
special regard for the good. 1. It loves its lovers ; 2. Is acces- 
sible to hir early seekers. III. In the exercise of her authority 
she has the dis^bution of the choicest blessings for mankind. 
1. One enriches the man himself ; 2. Is substantial ; 3. Is more 
permanent.^ 

The all-wise God. — He is best able to counsel, none like Him. 
He is a wonderful Counsellor. He is furnished with knowledge, 
wisdom, faithfulness ; He sees, observes, considers, understands 
all tUngs, with their consequences and causes. He is engaged 
to oounseL His goodness engages Him : this will not suffer 
poor souls blindly to run upon their own ruin. His truth engages 
Him : He must be as good as His word ; He has promised to 
guide the meek.'' 

17. I love, " Div. wisdom has heart as well as intellect ; it 
glows with sympathies as well as radiates with counsels. Love 
is its genius, its root, its essence."'' love me, bee. love secures 
the devotion of the whole being. We give ourselves wholly to 
those whom we love, seek me early, diligently, as one who 
lises early to accomplish a purpose ; but including the idea of 
early in life.* 

Motives to early piety (v. 17). — I. God has given you peculiar 
encouragements to seek Him while you are young. II. Youth is 
for many reasons incomparably the best time for seeking the 
Lord. In. God has a right to your best services. lY. Let me 
xxige upon you the happiness you will secure by having God for 
your fnend. Y. Let me urge upon you the danger of delay. ^ YI. A 
distingidshed place in heaven is the certain result of early piety. — 
Those wham Christ lores. — I. The foundation of that love which 
Christ feels for all who love Him was laid in eternity. II. Christ 

VOL. VII. O.T. B 



in the actions." 
—E. Grymestone. 

"Knowledge 
may not be as a 
courtesan, for 
pleasure and 
vanity only; or 
as a bond-wo- 
man, to acquire 
and gain for her 
master's use; but 
as a spouse, for 
generation, fruit, 
and comfort." — 
Lord Bacon. 



a WordtvBorth. 

" This wisdom is 
ever in the world. 
Her voice is 
everywhere ; it 
rings through 
the ages. It is 
high above the 
tumults of the 
nations. The 
voices of genera- 
tions are hushed 
in graveyards 
and in seas ; but 
this voice sounds 
on ; it cannot be 
silenoed." — Jkn. 
Thotntu^DJD. 

h V. 15, Heb. ro- 
teniin;v. 16,Hebt. 
tarim. 

Da. iL 21; Bo. 
xlil. 1— 6. 

e Dr. TTtomas, 

d G. Barter 

(1660). 



a Comp. Jno. sir. 
21;Mat. vii. 7,8. 

h Hlus. of early 
seekers after God, 
Joseph, Samuel, 
David, Obadiah, 
Josiah, DanieL 

"Give God the 
blossom of your 
life ; put Him not 
off with the fallen 
leave8."-M(eAo{b. 

" Early life U 
the time to seek 
wisdom. Our 
moral metal is 
fluid in youth, 
and we Gaa be 
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Tun into any 
mould; in age it 
'becomes hard as 
the granite, or 
the steel. It must 
be sought to be 
obtained, and the 
sooner in life the 
better."— itoc. 
TTiomat, J>.J>. 

€ 2>r. K Payson, 

v.n.2)r.J.Donne, 
vi. 1; J. Aber- 
nethy, iii. 166 ; 
J)r.J.Ouyse,10i; 
Dr. S. Chandler^ 
Iv. 461; Dr. A; 
JJardneTf x. 171 ; 
Dr. W.Dodd, 11; 
Dr. E, Faysont iii. 
480. 

d Dr, OfUte, 

"Pielyistheonly 
proper and ade- 
quate relief of de- 
caying man. He 
that grows old 
vdthout religious 
hopes, as he de- 
clines into imbe- 
cility) and feels 
pains and sorrows 
incessantly 
crowding upon 
him, &lls into a 
gulf of bottcnn- 
less misery, in 
which every re- 
flection must 
plunge him 
deeper and 
deeper." — Johnr 
ton, 

"Industry has a* 
firmer muscle, is 
less annoyed by 
delays and re- 
pulses, and, like 
water, bends 
itself to the 
shape of the soil 
over which it 
flows, and if 
checked, will not 
rest, but aocu- 
mulates, and 
mines a passage 
beneath, or seeks 
a side-race, or 
lises above and 
overflows the 
obstruction. 
What genius per- 
forms at one 
impulse, industry 
gains by a suc- 
cession of blows. 
jn ordinary mat- 



loves those who love Him, because He has done and suffered so 
much for their salvation. III. Because they are united to Him 
by strong and indissoluble ties. IV. Because thej possess His 
spirit and wear His image. Y. Because they rejoice in and 
return His affection. Learn: — 1. Answer the question, Does 
Christ love me ? 2. He will love those most who are most ready 
to return His affection ; 3. How happy are they wbo love I 1 
Inducements to love Christ.* — Early seekers encouraged. — I. 
What it is to seek Christ early. It is to seek Him early witii 
respect — 1. To the time of Kfe ; 2. To the day of grace ; 3. To all 
other things. II. Their peculiar encouragements. 1. Most 
pleasing to Him ; 2. It is the ordinary course of Divine grace to 
be found of such ; 3. They have fewer obstructions than others; 
4. There are peculiar promises to them. Apply : — (1) The sin of 
seeking those things tiiat hinder the seeking of Christ ; (2) Pray 
over the encouragements till they are found effectual ; (3) Let 
early seekers go on to seek Him in all His ways ; (4) Let not 
older sinners think themselves excluded from all hope.'' — JEarly 
conversions. — ^The moment children are capable of sinning— 
breaking God's law — ^that moment they are capable of repenting^ 
of turning to God, of understanding the dockines and precepts 
of the Bible — repentance, faith, and a holy life. Children, taught 
as they should be from early infancy, know and feel that it is an 
evil and bitter thing to sin against €k)d, and that wisdom's ways 
are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are paths of peace. 

" Just as the twig is bent, the tree's inclined.** 

A young lady in a Sabbath school, a few mornings since, ajsiked 
her clai^ how soon a child should give its heart to God. One 
little girl said, ''When thirteen years old;" another, "ten;" 
another, " six." Then, at length, the last child in the class spoke: 
" Just as soon as we know who God is." " 1 love them that love 
Me ; and those that seek Me early shall find Me" (Prov. viii. 17). 
Parent, where is your faith ? '^ According to your faith be it 
unto you." ''AU things are possible to him that believeth." 
" Seek first " — ^for your Httle ones — " the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all things shall be added unto you." Samuel 
was a little child when he ministered unto the Lord, and heard 
His voice. " And he grew, and the Lord was with him ; and the 
Lord revealed Himself to Samuel at Shiloh." Paul, speaking of 
little Timothy, says, " From a child thou hast known tiie Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus." These are examples left 
on record by the Spirit of grace, to teach us what may be done, 
in the strength and wisdom of the Most High. The Holy Spirit 
never strikes more powerfully than in early childhood. The late 
Countess of Huntingdon wafl only a little child when she gave 
her heart to Christ ; and she was not only rich in this world, but 
eminently " rich in faith, and an heir of the kingdom." Who 
can read the early conversion and life of the wife of President 
Edwards, and doubt her being a child of God ? or the thrifling 
narrative which he gives of Phcebe Bartlett, a child but five jetxs 
old ? For seventy years she testified to God's love in revealing 
Himself to a child. In the late memoirs of Bev. Dr. Justaii 
Edwards it is stated that the heavenly conversion and Christiaa 
spirit manifested in hei last sickness were the means of spiritaiil 
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life to this eminent servant of Christ. One who has long been a 
" motJier in Israel,*' and whose deep spirituality and holy life had 
given her an extended influence of the happiest kind, was wont to 
say, she could not remember the time when she did not love Christ 
and find her greatest delight in doing His will. In her life and 
in her death ^e has given the most satisfactory evidence of 
religion pure and undeiiled. 

Youthful piety. — ^A little girl in London, about fohr years of 
age, was one day playing with her companions. Taking them 
by the hand, she led them to a shed in the yard, and ask^ them 
all to kneel down, as she was going to juray to God Almighty ; 
" but don't you tell my mamma," said she, '* for she never prays, 
and would beat me if she knew that I did." Instead of keeping 
tiie secret, one of her playmates went directly and told this Httle 
girl's mother, who was very much struck, but for the present 
took no notice. Some time after, on her going within doors, her 
mother asked her what she had been doing in tiie yard. She tried 
to avoid giving a direct answer. The question being repeated, 
the answer was -Uie same ; when her mother having promised 
not to be angry with her, and pressing the inquiry by very kind 
words, she said, " I have been praying to God Almighty." '^ But 
why do you pray to Him ? " " Because I know He hears me, and 
I love to pray to Him." " But how do you know He hears you ? " 
This was a difficult question indeed ; but mark her reply. Putting 
her little hand to her heart, she said, '^ Oh, I know He does, because 
there is something here that tells me He does." This lajiguage 
pierced her mother's heart, who was a stranger to prayer herself, 
and she wept bitterly. '^ I love them that love Me ; aud l^y 
that seek Me early shall find Me." ' 

18, 19. (18) riches, see ch. iii. 16. durable rioheB, in- 
creasing, or accumulating riches." With perhaps an aUnsion to 
the transitory character of merely earthly riches.^ righteous- 
ness, 8ee V. 20. (19) my fruit, comp, fig. ch. iii. 14, 18. fine 
gold, or refined gold from the ore. revenue, or zetiun to those 
who trade with me.« 

JReliffion invaluable (v. 19). — ^Money, which answeieth all things, 
cannot touch some ijiings. Let us look — ^I. To that which is 
brought before us in the text— wisdom. 1. It is spiritual ; 2. 
Divine ; 3. Holy, practical. II. Its incomparable wortii. 1. Value 
of gold, etc., premised ; precious metals convenient medium of 
commeroe, beautiful in themselves, for the earthly good they 
secure ; give power of extended usefulness, often ameliorate 
afflictions and extend duration of Uf e ; 2. Wisdom is better, in 
its nature, adapted to higher order of things and being, because 
of supreme blessings which it brings ; better as to duration, as to 
tlie lughest influences, as to absolute essentiality. Apply : — (1) 
Value gold, etc., rightly ; (2) Wisdom more.** 
£n<nvledge and fmsdom, — 

Knowledge descries alone, wisdom applies ; 
That makes some fools, this maketh none bat wise. 
In my afflictions, knowledge apprehends 
Who is the Author, what ^e cause and ends : 
It finds that patience is my sad relief. 
And that the hand that caused can cure my grief. 
To rest contented here is but to bring 
Clouds without rain, and heat without a spring ; 

b2 



ters they differ 
only in rapidity 
of execution, and 
are upon ono 
lerel before men, 
who see the 
result but not the 
process."— ir. W, 
Beecher. 

"Wemeetaclaas 
that we can only 
liken to lead,— 
heavy, dull; 
body, brains, 
anns, and legs 
made of about 
the same ma- 
terial; mind, 
heart, pluck, 
made of the 
same dead, dull, 
dark, crocky, 
muddy sub- 
stance ; no more 
life or elasticity 
than a dead lun^ 
of lead."— ii^Kui 

e WkUteroM. 



a Fs. Izii. 10. 

6 When King De- 
metrius had 
sacked and razed 
the city of Me- 
gaera to the very 
foundations, he 
demanded of 
Stilpo, the philo- 
sopher, what 
losses he had sus- 
tained. " None 
at aU," said Stil- 
po, *' for war can 
make no spoil of 
virtue." 

"The special idea 
oonreyed is that 
of a treasure piled 
up for many 
years, ancient 
wealth." — Spk, 
Com, 

e Be. iii. 18. 

d Dr. Bums, 

*' Wisdom is oft- 
times nearer 
when we stoop, 
than when we 
soar."- WordM- 
voorth. 
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e Quarles. 



a "Wisdom beingr 
riches and hon- 
our, there Is 
enough in wis- 
dom's self to 
make a heritage 
of for them that 
love her. In fact, 
our eternal heir- 
dom will be this 
peerless wis- 
dom."— i«fcr. 

«The man of 
knowledge lives 
eternally after his 
death, while his 
members are re- 
duced to durt be- 
neath the tomb. 
But the ignorant 
man is dead, even 
while he waUa 
upon the earth: 
he is numbered 
with living men, 
and yet oxisteth 
noV^— Anon. 

bRoget. 



a The ancient 
fathers regarded 
this passage as 
referring to the 
eternal genera- 
tion of Christ. 

6 "A world of 
waters, 'great 
deeps' lying in 
darkness, this 
was the picture 
of the remotest 
time of which 
man could form 
any conception, 
and yet the co- 
existence of the 
uncr e a t e d 
wisdom with the 
eternal Jehovah 
was before that." 
^S^k.Com. 

r. 39. T. ChemU 
nait, IL 1; /. 
Brine, 44L 

«. 33. E.Erskine. 
iiL890. 

"Knowledge 
always desires in- 
crease : it la like 
fire, which must 



But Bacred wisdom doth apply that good 
Which simple knowledge barely understood. 
Wisdom concludes, and in conclusion proves 
That wheresoever God corrects He loves.* 

20, 21. (20) I lead, or walk, inviting others to follow, 
righteousness, essentially right paths, so right towards God, 
and right towards man. paths of judgment, ways of life to 
which good counsel, not mere accident or self-will, directs. (21) 
inherit substance, all who seek wisdom being sure to find 
full satisfaction in wisdom herself.' 

The benefits of knowledge, — ^The more we extend our knowledge 
of the operations of the creative power, as manifested in the 
structure and economy of organised beings, the better we become 
quaUfied to appreciate the intentions with which the several 
arrangements and constructions have been devised, the art with 
which they have been accomplished, and the grand comprehensive 
plan of which they form a part. By knowing the general ten- 
dencies of analogous formations, we can sometimes recognise 
designs that are but faintly indicated, and trace the links which 
connect them with more general laws. By rendering ourselves 
familiar with the handwriting, where the characters are clearly 
legible, we gradually learn to decipher the more obscure passages, 
and are enabled to follow the continuity of the narrative through 
chapters that would otherwise appear mutilated and defao^ 
Hence the utility of comprehending in our studies the whole 
range of the organised creation, with a view to the discoveiy of 
fimsS causes, and obtaining adequate ideas of the power, the 
wisdom, and the goodness of God.^ 

22—24. (22) possessed me, the best word for conveying 
the idea that wisdom was of the veiy essence of God from the 
absolute beginning.' before his works, the things of the 
material creation. (23) set up, SpJt. Com. thinks should be, '* 1 
was anointed ; " perhaps better is, ordained, inaugurated. (24) 
no depths, see Gen. i At first there was but chaos, " emptiness 
and confusion." ^ abounding with, or laden vrith. 

The Redeemer's delight in the children of men (v. 23). — ^Itefine 
wisdom, and take the word to mean the Messiah. I. The striking 
picture which is here presented. 1. Christ in His state of pre- 
existence; 2. The mutual affection and joy between Him and 
His Father ; 3. The feelings with which He regarded this lower 
world, and the beings by whom it was to be occupied, n. The 
important precepts which are here enforced. 1. Listen to His 
voice ; 2. Perseverance in the pursuit ; 3. Reward attending it; 
4. Sin of those who reject the authority of Christ. 

The imperfection of knowledge. — ^Among the Bomans, Kasica 
was called Corculum for his pregnancy of wit; among the 
Grecians, Democritus Abderita was called wisdom itself ; among 
the Britons, Gildas was called the sage ; among the Jews, Aben 
Ezra was called Hechachan. They said of him that if know- 
ledge had put out her candle, at his brain she might light it 
again ; and that his head was the throne of wisdom. Ajoiong 
the Israelites was Ahithophel, whose counsel was an orade. 
Here, now, was a pack of wise men : but why the Nile should 
ovei^ow in the summer, when waters are at the lowest ; or why 
the loadstone should draw iron to it, or incline to the polefitar,^ 
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which of them, with all their knowledge, can give a reason of 
either? And as in human, so in Divine knowledge: the most 
acute and judicious have and must acknowledge their ignorance, 
and deplore their errors on divers points. We know but in part. 
If He that learned His divinity among the angels, to whom the 
Holj Ghost was an immediate tutor, knew but in part, it is well 
with us if we know but part of that part." 

25, 26. (26) settled, Job xxviii. 9, xxxviii. 6. before the 
hills, Ps. xc. 2. (26) fields, or open unoccupied conmions, or 
plains, highest . . world, the first clods of the earth : the first 
atoms of the dust. 

Wisdom of God in creation. — ^Were the air divested of its un- 
dulating quality, we should be deprived of all the advantages of 
speech and conversation, and of all the pleasures of music. Were 
it deprived of its reflective powers, the sun would appear in one 
part of the sky in dazzling brightness, while all around would 
appear dark as midnight, and the stars would be visible at noon- 
day. Were it deprived of its refractive powers, instead of the 
gradual approach of day and night, which we now experience, 
we should be transported all at once from midnight darkness to 
the splendours of noonday ; and at sunset should make a sudden 
transition from the splendours of day to all the horrors of mid- 
night. In fine, were the oxygen of the air completely extracted, 
destruction would seize on all the tribes of the living world, 
throughout all the regions of earth, air, and sea.* 

27 — 29. (27) a compass, or circle, referring to the great 
vault of heaven, which appears like a circle or a dome. (28) 
fixed the clouds, lit. madefimi^ or strong.'^ strengthened, 
etc., better trans. " when the fountains of the deep raged violently." 
(29) decree, etc., comp. Job xxxviii. 4, 10, 11.^ his command- 
ment, or the shore He fixed for their restraint.' 

Magnitude of creation. — ^This earth wanders not alone ; but a 
sweet feUowship of sister-spheres is bound together, cheering 
each other from afar, and from one telling it to all of a mututd 
law and indissoluble bond. Within the limits of this smaller 
economy bums the sun, so that in the act of creation, from which 
our abode arose, we necessarily include all the planetary appa- 
ratus, knowing that there the centre was fixed, and that each 
globe was launched in its circHngs around it. The mundane and 
sublunary form only a little fragment of the work, an inferior 
department of the great transaction. And what are the few 
worlds which sweep with us about the same source of life and 
light? Massive, ponderous in themselves; some of them im- 
mensely larger than our own, running wider revolutions, and 
drawing after them brighter trains. But even this one solar 
family, recognising and claiming members in the outskirts of 
space, — ^it is as nothing to what the eye can command, nothing to 
the visible I What constellations are thrown over the firmament 
in all the profusion of beauty and magnificence ! And when the 
unaided sense has roamed to its utmost ken, and gazed to its 
utmost strength, it may call the instruments of science to its 
assistance ; and it shall look out on ampler territories, and take 
hold of larger notices. Now we leave our nook. We speak in no 
terms of exaggeration when we describe what we see as beds, 
and floors, and clouds, of stars. As we pierce the awful altitudes. 



be first Undled 
by some external 
agent, but 'whioh 
will afterwards 
propagate itaelL" 
-~John»on, 

cSpenecr. 



'^Knowledge 
hath two pilhtfB, 
learning and dia- 
c r e t i o n. The 
greatest scholar 
without his two 
eyes of discretion 
and honesty, is 
like blind Sam- 
son; apt to nc 
good, able tl 
much miscMeL* 
—T. Adam*. 

"To be wise too 
late is the exact- 
est definition oi 
a tool."— Young. 

a Dr. Dick. 



a "The doadfl 
are, as in Job 
zxYL 8, xxxviiL 
37, conoeiyed al 
as bags, which 
only in case they 
are suitably se- 
cured and do not 
burst, prevent 
the mighty out- 
pouring of the 
upper waters 
upon the earth." 
—0. Zdckler. 

&0e. i.9,10; F8. 
civ. 9. 

w. 27—31. P. H. 
May, 3. 

" In nature all is 
managed for the 
best with the 
utmost frugality 
and just reserye, 
profit to none 
but bountiful to 
all ; never em- 
ploying on one 
thing more than 
enough, but with 
exact economy 
retrenching the 
superfluous, and 
adding force to 
what is principal 
in everything." 
—Shaftulmry. 
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Who is wise ? 
'*He that wtn- 
netfa," not riches, 
not honours, bat 
" souls, is wise." 

c Dr. R W. nd- 
mUton. 



a^This foils In 
best with the 
special point (rf 
the whole pas- 
sage, the creatiTe 
energy of wis- 
dom."-iS^it. Com. 

ft^Bedemptlonls 
ao after thought 
in the Div. pro< 
oedure. The 
world was built 
as its theatre, and 
Christ was fore- 
ordained before 
its foundation. 
Its redemption 
was contem- 
plated by Him in 
eternity, and was 
then a source of 
j o y." — Dav. 
Thomas J D.D. 

For connection of 
this passage with 
the Div. Word, 
Logos, comp. 
Jno. i. 3, 18;Col. 
L 17, etc. 

e O, Brooks. 

J. Flavel, i. 43. 

f. 81. Dr.KPtoh 
son, iii. 72. 

d Orindon, 



aSpk. Com. 

b I>r.A. Fletcher. 

Bp. Fu^ford, i. 
172. 

w. 33, 34, Dr. J. 
£rsHne, i. 135. 

** Hell Are bums 
with rage, and 
meets with fuel 
fully prepared for 
it, when God 
dooms unto it a 



we aaoend to new wonders. Apertuies oonstanti.y open, and we 
are just suffered a glimpee into them. Heaven spreads above 
heaven, new arrangements stand revealed, and celestial bodies, 
in shapes hitherto undeveloped, flame a» at the portal of the 
Eternal Throne, to guard its access and proclaim its terribleness. 
Yet even there are proofs that discovery has not closed its re- 
searches ; still avenue verges from avenue, and height rises into 
height. And after all, this is but the outer court of *' His high 
and holy'place." * 

80y 81. (30) one brought up, or as directress of the work. 
"I was as His artificer."* daily' delight, comp. the Divine 
oomplacency in the daily works of creation, Ge. i. 4, 10, 12, 31. 
(31) habitable part, lit. in the world of His earth ; i.e. in the 
whole of His creation, but with special reference to man as the 
oorown of God's creation.* 

Tkejov of Christ in the nforld (v. 31). — I. As the medium of 
the manifestations of the Divine perfections. 11. As the home 
of a race of rational and accountable creatures. III. As the 
scene of His own incarnation. lY. As the battie-field on which 
He conquers all His enemies. Y. As the theatre of His works of 
benevolence and compassion. YI. As the territory within which 
He was to erect His kingdom.*' 

CreatUm far ever in progress. — How dose does it bring the 
Creator to us to regard Him, not so much as having made the 
world, as still engaged in making it ; i.e. by supplying the life 
on which its laws, and thus its being and incidents, depend. It 
is an iU-constructed theology which regards God aa having 
created only in pajst ages. A gorgeouB sunset, the leafing of 
a tree in tihe sweet spring-time, betokens the Divine hand no 
less palpably than did the miracles which provided the hungry 
multitudes of Galilee with food. Depend upon it (says an 
eloqueut preacher), it is not the want of greater miracles, bnt 
of the soul to perceive such as are allowed us still,, that makes ns 
pu^ all the sanctities into the far spaces we cannot reach. The 
devout feel tiiat wherever God's hand is, there is miracle ; and it 
is simply an undevoutness which imagines that only where 
miracle is, can there be the real hand of God. He who will bat 
discern beneath the sun, as he rises any morning, the sapporting 
finger of the Almighty, may recover the sweet and reverent 
surprise with which Adam gazed on the first dawn in Paradise ; 
and if we cannot find Him there — if we cannot find Him on the 
margin of the sea, or in the flowers by the wayside — ^I do not 
thin^ we should have discovered Him any more on the grass of 
Gethsemane or Olivet.^ 

82, 83. (32) unto me, wisdom, now conceived as " wide as 
the universe, eternal as Jehovah, ordering all things ; no longer 
merely as prudence, calculation, and human experience."* 
blessed, etc., see Ps. cxix. 1, 2, cxxviii. 1. (33) reftise It not, 
from any disposition of self-will or pride. 

Fearing Christ (v. 32). — No sight so lovely as a religious youth. 
I. To hearken to Christ is to hear £Us voice, which deserves to be 
heard ; is a kind voice, an entreating voice, a pardoning voice, 
a comforting voice. II. To hearken to Christ is to believe His 
Gospel ; Christ speaks in the Gospel, speaks to you, that He died 
for you to receive all the blessings made known in the GoepeL 
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III. To hearken, to Clmst is to obey His laws. In this obedience 
of faith true bleesednees is f onnd.^ 

The end of knowledge, — The knowledge we acquire in this 
world I am apt to think extends not beyond the limits of this life. 
The beatific vision of the other life needs not the help of tibds 
dim twilight ; but be that as it will, I am sure the principal end 
why we are to get knowledge here, is to mal^e use of it for the 
benefit of ourselves and others in this world ; but if by gaining 
it we destroy our health, we labour for a thing that will be 
useless in our hands ; and if by harassing our bodies (though 
with a design to render ourselves more useful), we deprive our- 
selves of the abilities and opportunities of doing that good we 
might have done with a meaner talent, which God thought 
sufficient for us, by having denied us the strength to improve it to 
that pitch which men ol stronger constitutions can attain to, we 
lob God oi so much service, and our neighbour of all that help 
which, in a state of health, with moderate knowledge, we might 
have been able to perform. He that sinks his vessel by over- 
loading it, though it be with gold and silver and precious stones^ 
irill give his owner but an iU account of his voyage.* 

34 — 36. (34) watohing, Ht. go as to he set watching. Wisdom 
renewing the earnestness and high purpose day by day. (36) 
life, the symbol of all good and blessing, favour, or gracious 
acceptance. (36) sinneth against, belter, misaeth me, 
"WTongeth . . soul, '* sin is foUy, and the greatest sinner, what- 
ever his talents and attainments may be, is the greatest fool." 
love death, or act as if they did.* 

T?ie hlessedness of fearing Christ (v. 34). — ^Early piety is not 
only lovely, but blessed. I. Good children who hear Christ are 
ble^ed with wisdom. Two kinds of wisdom, human and Divine : 
the former we get from human teachers, the latter from Christ. 
Christ as a teacher. II. They are blessed with purity. III. 
With pardon. IV. With adoption.* 

Advantage of knowledge. — In England, a man of small fortune 
may cast his regards around him, and say, with truth and exul- 
tation, ^^ I am lodged in a house that affords me conveniences and 
conaf orts, which even a king could not command some centuries 
ago. There are ships crossing the seas in every direction to bring 
me Tvhat is useful to me from all parts of the earth. In China, 
men are gathering the tea-leaf for me ; in America, they are 
planting cotton for me ; in the West India Islands, they are 
preparing my sugar and coffee ; in Italy, they are feeding silk- 
worms for me ; in Saxony, they are shearing the sheep to^ make 
me clothing ; at home, powerful steam-engines are spinning 
and weaving for me, making cutlery for me, and pumping the 
mines, that the materials useful to me may be procured. My 
patrimony was small, yet I have post-coaches running day and 
night, on all the roads, to carry my correspondence ; I have roads, 
and canals, and bridges to bear the coal for my winter fire ; nay, 
I have protecting fleets and armies around my happy country, 
to secure my enjoyments and repose. Then I have editors and 
printers, who daily send me an account of what is going on 
throughout the world, among all these people who serve me. 
And in a comer of my house, I have books ; the miracle of all 
my xMSsessions, for they transport me instantly not only to all 
places, but to all times. By my books, I can conjure up before 



head fan of light 
and a heart fall 
of lus(»; those 
who know Ood's 
will but do it not, 
do but carry a 
torch with them 
to hell, to fire 
that pile which 
must for ever 
burn them." — 
Bp. Hopkins. 

"How often has 
wisdom knocked 
at human hearts 
but to repay their 
hospitaUtyl" — 
Young. 

cLodte, 



a Pr. ir. 13, 22, 
vil.27;Bze.xYtti. 
31. 

'< Those that of- 
fend Christ do 
the greatest 
wrong to them- 
selves; they 
wound their own 
consoienoes, 
bring a blot and 
stain upon their 
souls, wh. rendets 
them odious in 
the eyes of Gkd, 
and unfit for 
oommmdon with 
Him; they de- 
ceive themselves, 
destroy them- 
selves."^ ifott. 
Henry. 

h Dr. A. Fletcher. 

" In the perform- 
ance of its sacred 
offices it fears no 
danger, spares no 
expense, looks in 
the volcano, dives 
into the ocean, 
perforates the 
earth, wings its 
flight into the 
skies, encircles 
the globe, ex- 
plores sea and 
land, contem- 
plates the dis- 
tant, examines 
the roinute, com- 
prehends the 
great, ascends to 
the sublime — ^no 
place too remote 
for its grasp, no 
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heavens too 
exalted for its 
reach."— Z>e Witt 
Clinton. 

e Dr. Amott. 



a Note the simi- 
larities bet. this 
parable and some 
of those given by 
our Lord, e.g. 
The Great Sup- 
per, the Wedding 
Feast 

»« Wisdom build- 
ed her house and 
erected seven pil- 
lars, wh. number 
designates the 
unity of the 
Churches, inas- 
much as seven 
expresses univer- 
sality."— 5/. Au- 
gustine. 

«*The Church is 
here called the 
house of Wisdom, 
who is said to 
have hewn out 
seven pillars, bee. 
they are sup- 
ported by the 
strength of Him 
who is perfect, 
and bee. seven is 
tiie number of 
perfection."— /S/. 
Gregory. 

Comp.Jas.iiL 17; 
Be. L 4, 12. 

c Isa. V. 22 ; Pr. 
xxiii.30. 

dCStmeorifAfuA. 

e Bailey, 



a Plato had in- 
scribed on the 
door of his school, 
** Let none but 
geometricians 
enter here;" but 



me, to yivid ezistenoe, all the great and good men of antiquity ; 
and for my individaal satisfaction, I can make them act oybt 
again the most renowned of their exploits : the orators declaim 
for me ; the historians recite ; the poets sing : in a word, from 
the equator to the pole, and from the beginning of time until 
now, by my books, I can be where J please."' 



CHAPTER THE NINTH. 

1, 2. (1) builded her house,* where she may entertain all 
who seek her. seven pillars, seven, as usual, indicatii^^ com- 
pleteness, perfection.^ Pillars, as tihe emblem of strength. 
Eoofs were usually, in ancient times, supported by pillars. (2) 
killeth, etc., lit. killed her killing. Flesh was a port of the 
provision at Eastern banquets, mhigled her wine, it seems 
that myrrh and other spices were used to increase the flavour of 
wines.' 

WisdorrCs feast (vv. 1 — 6). — A parable. Wisdom generally used 
to signify religion ; sometimes a name to signify Christ. I. The 
feast prepared. 1. The banqueting-house is built; ordinances; 
2. Feast prepared. II. The invitation given, ^ose invited are 
the simple, those who want something ; the invitation is to you.' 
The province of wisdom. — 

The most material, immaterial 
Departments of pure wisdom are despised. 
For well we know that, properly prepared, 
Souls self -adapted knowledge to receive, 
Are by the truth desired, illumined ; man^s 
Spirit, extolled, dilated, clarified, 
By holy meditation and divine 
Lore, fits him to convene with purer powers. 
Which do unseen surround us, aye, and gladden 
In human good and exaltation ; thus 
The face of heaven is not more clear to one 
Than to another outwardly ; but one 
By strong intention of his soul perceives, 
Attracts, unites himself to essences 
And elemental spirits of wider range. 
And more beneficent nature, by whose aid 
Occasion, circumstance, futurity. 
Impress on him their image, and impart 
Their secrets to his soul ; thus chance and lot 
Are sacred things ; thus dreams are verities. 
The soul which, like the mountain lakelet, lifts 
Its gaze to heaven alone, will learn ere long 
To read the cloudy forms of future days 
Which glass them in its vision ; or perceive. 
Clear through the crystal eg^ of time, the play 
Of spirits and forecomingness of things.^ 

3, 4. (3) maidens, servants ; the female word may bechoeea 
bee. wisdom is represented ajs a queen, or bee. of the attractions 
presented by the wicked woman in ch. vii. highest places, 
conspicuous places. (4) simple, open, humble, and sincere.* 

The educationaZ temple, or Christianity school (w. 1—6). — 
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The school which wisdom has reared for man in Christianity. 
I. The firmness of its structure. II. The adaptation of its pro- 
visions — ^nature — ^variety. III. The invitations of its messengers 
—earnest — universal. IV. In the blessedness of its aim.* 

The vse of knowledge. — Half our pleasures, our best pleasures, 
the most innocent and congenial to our nature as rational beings, 
are derived from the acquisition of ornamental knowledge, &e 
pursuit of entertaining science, or the practice of elegant arts. 
So far, therefore, as mental recreation is requisite for man, the 
study of such things may be justified without referring to any- 
thing but the satisfaction of the individual himself in his vacant 
hours. But beyond the point of strict necessity for relaxation 
this reason will never extend. There must be a higher aim, an 
honourable and substantial end to be gained, before any con- 
siderable employment of the powers of the understanding in the 
acquisition of any lighter species of intellectual attainment can 
be fairly vindicated ; and that vindication the difficulties of 
Scripture afford. For the golden chain of science is so firmly 
and admirably formed, that it would be impossible to take away 
the least link without injuring the strength and beauty of the 
whole. Since, therefore, the whole body of knowledge tends, 
in consequence of the existence of difficulties, to the elucidation 
of Scripture, the cultivation even of the merely ornamental 
parts of leamiug is requisite to the defence of revelation, and, 
consequently, justifiable in a stiU larger extent than it would 
otherwise have been. The minutest branches of philosophy, and 
the most trivial recreations of the mind, thus become important 
in a religious point of view. We are evidently, therefore, deeply 
indebted to the difficulties of Scripture, because by making 
every species of knowledge subservient to the illustration and 
vin(£cation of religious truth, they have dig^iified and sanctified, 
as it were, the scientific amusements of our leisure hours, and 
heightened the pleasure of studying the subordinate branches 
of Uterature, by teaching us that we may be usefully employed, 
even in our intellectual relaxations.^ 

5, 6. (5) bread . . wine, this may be compared with our 
Lord's words in the institution of the Lord's Supper." (6) foolish,* 
always, in Scrip., conceived as also wicked. Foolish in following 
the devices and desires of their own hearts. 

The morality of trade. — A carpenter, who was tired of making 
an honest living, came to a gentleman in Philadelphia with a 
petition for a tavern license, which he requested him to sign. 
The gentleman looked at him, and asked him why he did not 
stick to his plane and bench. The answer was, " Tavern-keeping 
is a more lucrative trade ; I want to get richer." " Well, but do 
yon not think you will be affording additional facilities to 
drunkards to destroy themselves ?" " Perhaps I shall." " Do 
you not believe that at least five men every year will die 
drunkajnds if you succeed in getting a license ?" " Why, I never 
thought of that before ; but I suppose it would be so." " Then, 
if the Lord lets you keep tavern for ten years, fifty men will 
have died through your agency ; now, what becomes of the 
drunkard ? Does he go to heaven ?" " I suppose not." " I am 
Buie he does not, for no drunkard shall inherit the kingdom of 
heaven. What becomes of him, then ?" " Why, he must go to 
hell." " Well, do you not think it will be just if the Lord, at 



on the portals of 
the Christian 
school is written, 
" Whoso is sim- 
ple, let him turn 
in hither." 

b I>r, Thomas. 

"The govern- 
ment of the 
tongae, con- 
sidered as a sub- 
ject of itself, re- 
lates chiefly to 
conversation; to 
that kind of dis- 
oourse which 
usually fills up 
the time spent in 
friendly meet- 
ings and visits of 
civility. And 
the danger is, lest 
persons entertain 
themselves and 
others at the ex.- 
pense of their 
wisdom and their 
virtue, and to the 
injury or offence 
of their neigh- 
boar. If they 
will observe, and 
keep clear of 
these, they may 
be as free, and 
easy, and unre- 
served as they 
can desire." — 
Bishop Butler. 

e BensoiL 



aLu.zxiil9,20. 

b "No coming to 
this feast in the 
tattered rags of 
the old Adam: 
you must re- 
linquish your 
former evil 
courses and oom- 
paniea ' ' — Trapp. 

V. 6. /. Brjfdane, 
iv. 1. 

V. 6. G. J. Zotti- 
koffer, ii. 161 ; 
Abp. Seeker, ix, 
309. 

" Wisdom con- 
sists in the choice 
of the best ends, 
and the use of 
the most appro- 
priate means to 
accomplish those 
ends."-/2. Watson, 
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e WMteerots, 



a " Here caution 
is given how we 
tender reprehen- 
sions to arrogant 
and scornful na- 
tures, whose 
manner it is to 
esteem it for con- 
tumely, and ac- 
cordingly to re- 
turn it." — Lord 
Bacon. 

b Wordsworth, 

c Dr. Tfwmaa. 

t).9.R.W.Dtbdin, 
169. 

d Whiteeross. 



a "The more a 
wise man learns 
the more he loves 
wisdom." — Faus- 
set. 

*' Here is distin- 
guished the wis- 
dom brought into 
habit, and that 
wh. is but verbal, 
and swimming 
only in conceit; 
for the one upon 
the occasion pre- 
sented is quick- 
ened and re- 
doubled, the 
other is amazed 
and confused." — 
Lord Bacon, 
b lota in 400 Sks. 
V.9. M.A.MeUan, 
il. 73. 

'* The sea does not 
contain all the 
pearls, the earth 
does not contain 
aU the treasures, 
and the flint- 
stone does not 
contain all the 
diamonds, since 
the head of man 



the end of ten years, sends you down to hell too, to look after 
those fifty drankaids?" Ihe man threw down his petition, 
went back to his honest oocnpation, and was never tempted to 
desire a license again.^ 

7, 8. (7) reproveth a soorner,* comp. Mat. vii. 1—5. a 
blot, *'or rather his hlot, he will be sullied with his stain. "^ 
(8) hate thee, for pointing to his wilful ways, and spoiling his 
pleasure in walking in them. 

Reproof (i'i\ 7 — 9). — The text leads us to consider reproof in 
two aspects. I. As injuriously administered. 11. As nsefuUy 
administered. 1. By rebuking a wise man you enlist his affec* 
tion ; 2. By instructing a wise man you render him a benefit.*^ 

A reproof, — ^The Rev. John Maclaurin, of Glasgow, well known 
to the world by his valuable Christian writings, in passing one 
day along the street, was disturbed by the noise of some dis- 
orderly soldiers. One of them particularly, just as Mr. MAclaurin 
approached them, uttered this awful imprecation, " Grod damn 
my soul, for Christ's sake I " The good man, shocked with 
hearing such blasphemous language, went up to him, and laying 
his hand on the shoulder of 3ie man, said ^ him with peculiar 
mildness and solemnity, '' Friend, God has already done much for 
Christ's sake : suppose He should do that too, wluit would become 
of you?" It was a word in season, and it came with x>ower. 
The conscience of the soldier sunk under the reproof. He was 
led not only to reform the evil habit of swearing, to which he 
had long been addicted, but to reflect on his ways, and to turn to 
the Lord. He became a real Christian ; and proved the sound- 
ness of his conversion by maintaining to the end of his life a 
conversation becoming the Gospel.** 

9. yet wiser, bee. he will wisely use the instructions.^ 
The 7visc man made wiser hy instmction ( ». 9). — I. Take a more 
accurate view of the wise man, and inquire who it is that may 
be taken for such. 1. He proposes some end, and pursues it 
rationally ; 2. A good man ; 3. Moral goodness the end he has in 
view. II. The text supposes that instruction may be given even 
to a wise man for his advantage. 1. No truly wise man will 
account it impossible to increase his wisdom ; 2. He will wish it 
to be increased ; 3. He will account himself happy to have in- 
struction from any source. III. That when ins^ction is given 
to a wise man he will yet be wiser ; for he will — 1. Endeavour 
to find out the motives of the person giving it ; 2. He will con- 
sider the tendency of the instruction given ; 3. He will pray that 
he may see what is most valuable.^ 

A powerful sermon. — It is related of Dr. Manton, that having 
to preach before the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London, he 
chose a subject in which he had an opportunity of displaying his 
learning and judgment. He was heard with admiration and 
applause by the intelligent part of his audience ; but as he was 
returning from dinner with the Lord Mayor, a poor man follow* 
ing him pulled him by the sleeve of his gown, and asked him if 
he was the gentleman that preached before the Lord Mayor. He 
replied he was. " Sir," said he, " I came with hopes of getting 
some good to my soul, but I was greatly disappointed, for I oonld 
not understand a great deal of what you said ; you were quite 
above my comprehension." "Friend," said the doctor, "if I 
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have not giYen you a Bermon, jou have given me one. By the 
grace of God, I will not play tbe fool in sucli a manner again."' 
— Improvement of time. — ^While my body is dressing, not with an 
effeminate cnriosity, nor yet with rude neglect, my mind ad- 
dresses itself to her ensuing task, bethinking what is to be done, 
and in what order, and marshalling (as it may) my hours with 
my work. That done, after some while's meditation, I walk up 
to my masters and companions, my books ; and sitting down 
amongst them with the best contentment, I dare not reach forth 
ntiy hand *to salute any of t^em till I have first looked up to 
heaven, and craved favour of Him to whom all my studies are 
duly referred ; without whom I can neither profit nor labour. 
After this, out of no great variety I call forth those which may 
best fit my occasions, wherein I am not too scrupulous of age. 
Sometimes I put myself to school to one of those ancients whom 
the Qiurch hath honoured with the name of Fathers, whose 
volumes I confess not to open without a secret reverence of their 
holiness and gravity ; sometimes to those later doctors, who want 
nothing but age to make t^em classical ; always to God's Book. 
That day is lost whereof some hours are not improved in those 
divine monuments : others I turn over out of choice, these out of 
duty. Ere I can have sate unto weariness, my family, having 
now overcome all household distractions, invite me to onr common 
devotions, not without some short preparation. These, heartily 
performed, send me up with a more strong and cheerful appetite 
to my former work, which I find made easy to me by intermission 
and variety. Now, therefore, can I deceive the hours with change 
of pleasures — ^that is, of labours. One while my eyes are busi^, 
another while my hand, and sometimes my mind takes the burden 
£rom them both. One hour is spent in textual divinity, another 
in controversy; histories relieve them both. Now, when my 
mind is weary of others' labours, it begins to undertake its own : 
sometimes it meditates, and winds up for future use ; sometimes 
it lays forth its conceits into present discourse, sometimes for 
itself, oft^i for others. Neither know I whether it works or 
plays in these thoughts ; I am sure no sport hath more pleasure, 
no work more use. Only the decay of a weak body makes me 
think these delights insensibly laborious. Thus could I all day 
(as lingers use) make myself music with changes, were it not 
that this faint monitor interrupts me still in ihe midst of my 
busy pleasures and enforces me both to respite and repast. I 
must yield to both ; while my body and mind are joined together 
in these unequal couples, the better must follow the weaker. 
Before my meals, therefore, and after, I let myself loose from all 
thoughts, and now would forget that I ever studied. A full 
mind takes away the body's appetite, no less than a full body 

makes a dull and unwieldy mind After my later meal my 

thoughts are slight : only my memory may be charged with her 
task of recalling what was committed to her custody in the day ; 
and my heart is busy in examining my hands and mouth, and all 
other senses, of that day's behaviour. And now the evening is 
come, no tradesman doth more carefully take in his wares, clear 
his shop-board, and shut his windows, than I would shut up my 
thonghts and clear my mind. That student shall live miserably 
who, like a camel, lies down under his burden. All this done, 
calling together my -family, we end the day with God.'' 



encloBes wi^ 
dom."— iSidadi. 

e R.T.8. 

"Wi8doi]i*8 self 
oft seeks to sweet 
retired solitude; 
where, with her 
best nurse, C!on- 
templatlon, ^e 
plumes her 
feathers, and lets 
grow her wing^ 
that In the 
various bustle of 
resort were all 
too ruffled, and 
sometimes Ixn- 
pairU"— if«/o«. 

"It is by the 
individual efiFort 
of many oom- 
blned, that all 
mighty works of 
man are accom- 
plished — build- 
ing great ships, 
constrncting 
vast machines, 
levelling or 
tunnelling rocky 
mountains, 
bridging rivers 
and chasms, etc. 
It is by the 
individual work- 
ing of the wheels 
of a watch or 
clock that it teUs 
the hour of the 
day. It is by 
the individual 
revolution of the 
various wheels, 
each in its 
proper plaoie, of 
the great iron 
works of our 
country that so 
much material 
is produced and 
wealth acquired. 
Upon this par- 
ticular, illustra- 
tions abound in 
every part of 
nature and of 
Bxt."— John Bate, 

d Bp. Ball 

"Seldom ever 
was any know- 
ledge given to 
keep, but to im- 
part: the grace 
of this rich jewel 
is lost in conoeal- 
ment."^Bislu!P 
Haa, 
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a "The know- 
ledge of the holj, 
in whatsoever of 
God or creature, 
it may have an 
example or be 
made to appear." 
—J, MUler, 

5 Dr. Thonuu. 

V. 10. P. PyUy ii. 
193 ; Dr. J. Hunt, 
IL 273; Dr. W. 
Sherlock, ii. 25; 
Abp. Seeker, ail; 
Bp. Sherlock, iii. 
62; P. If. Maty, 
iiL17; C. Girdle- 
ston, iil 171. 



aComp. JobxxiL 
2, 3, XXXV. 6—9 ; 
Bo. xi. 35; Be. 
zxil. 11, 12. 

" Every man has 
in himself a con- 
tinent of nndis- 
covered charac- 
ter. Happy is he 
who acts the 
Columbus to his 
own soul."— <Sir 
J. Sevens. 

b Spk. Com. 

6a. vi. 6. 

c Oxenden. 



a Dr, Thomas. 

" 'Tis thine to 
curb the passions' 
madd'ning sway, 
and wipe the 
mourner's bitter 
tear away : 'tis 
thine to soothe, 
when hope itself 
has fled, and 
cheer with angel 
smile the sufEer- 
er's bed: to 
give to earth its 
charm, to life its 
zest, one only 
task — to bless, 
and to be blest." 
— Graham. 

" Most females 
will forgive a 
liberty rather 
than a slight : 



10, 11. (10) fear, etc., ch. i. 7 ; Eccl, xii. 13. of the holy, 
a plural epithet in appoBition v/Wa. Jehovah.^ (11) days, etc., 
ch. iii. 16, z. 27. 

Character (w. 10 — 12). — ^Nothing bo important to man as 
character. Here we have — ^I. The foundation and blefisedness of 
a good character. 1. The foundation ; 2. The blesaedness. U. 
The solemn personality of character, whether good or bad.* 

A remarkable character. — During the session of Congress, Mr. 
Jefferson pointed out Boger Sherman to a friend, saying, " That 
is Mr. Sherman, of Connecticut, a man who never said a foolish 
thing in his life." Mr. Macon said of him, "He had more 
common sense than any man I ever knew." Fisher Ames said, 
" If 1 am absent during a discussion of a subject, and conse- 
quently know not on which side to vote, I always look at Boger 
Sherman ; for I am sure if I vote with him, I shall vote right.'* 
He was a pious man, faithful in his closet, in his family, on the 
bench, and in the senate house. Such character is valuable as it 
is rare. 

12. wise for thyself, wisdom will bring its own reward, as 
also will folly." " This verse asserts the great law of personal 
retribution. Whatever thou doest, thou, and none other, shall 
reap the fruits of it." * 

Curving character. — Did you ever watch a sculptor slowly 
fashioning a human countenance 7 It is not moulded at once. 
It is not struck out at a single blow. It is painfully and labori- 
ously wrought. A thousand blows rough-cast it. Ten thousand 
chisels polish and perfect it, put in the fine touches, uid bring 
out the features and expression. It is a work of time ; but at 
last the full likeness comes out, and stands fixed and unchanging 
in the solid marble. So does a man carve out his own mond. 
likeness. Every day he adds something to the work. A thou- 
sand acts of thought and will and effort shape the features and 
expressions of the soul. Habits of love, piety, and truth, habits 
of falsehood, passion, or goodness, silently mould and fashion it, 
till at length it wears -She likeness of Gfod, or the image of a 
demon.* 

13 — 15. (13) foolish woman, representing the sensnous, 
self-indulgent life. Ccmp. ch. vii. simple, in the bad sense, 
knowing nothing, and caring to know nothing. Self-indul- 
gence ruins intelligence, and plucks away iJl care for wisdom. 
(14) high places, or conspicuous places. (15) go right on, 
if so be she may induce them to turn aside from duty to indul- 
gence. 

The ministry of temptation (w. 13 — 18). — I. As conducted by 
depraved woman. 1. She is ignorant ; 2. She is clamorous ; 3. 
She is audacious ; 4. She is persuasive. II. As directed to the 
inexperienced in life. 1. All men are passengers ; 2. Tempta- 
tion is busy in the path of each. III. As tending to a most 
miserable destination. 1. This woman obtaineth guests ; 2. They 
are mined ; 3. Ruined contrary to their intention." 

The voice of woman. — ^There is one part of woman's education 
often forgotten or neglected — ^the culture and formation of a 
gentle voice. It is a great gift of nature to be aided by culture 
-—an instrument of powerful influence for good. I speak not of 
singing hymns now, and of culture for harmony smd musical 
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pxirpofies, though these tend to God's praise, or to g^ve innocent 
amusement ; but this gentle voice wiU be able to guide and per- 
suade to good the manly heart of a faithful husband, will 
mitigate sorrow, lessen trial, and speak of hope and joy to her 
dearest friends and connections, in accents at once x>owerf ul and 
pleasing. Let us then be careful in our schools to cultivate this 
most valuable acquirement. How different, in all respects, for a 
family, for friends and neighbours, are the kind, gentle, persua- 
sive accents I have described from sounds we sometimes (alas I 
too often) hear in the close abodes of poverty and trial — ^high, 
harsh, female treble tones of bitter import, scolding and re- 
proaching, and driving away from the hearth and home (perhaps 
to sorrow and to sin) the husband and the children.* 

16 — ^18. (16) simple, etc^ ofos. the foolish woman's imitation 
of the call of wisdom, v. 4. (17) stolen waters, etc.j pleasures 
are attractive bee. they are forbidden.' (18) depths of liell, 
Sheol. " Behind the scene of voluptuousness is seen the world 
of the dead. The spectres of past transgressions haunt it." * 

The pleasures of prohibited sin (v. 17). — ^This argues not only a 
bold contempt but an impudent defiance — I. Of Gkxl's law — ^in 
that the waters are sweeter for being stolen. II. Of God's curse. 
The bread is eaten in secret for fear of discovery and punish- 
ment ; and the sinner takes a pride in having so far baffled his 
convictions and triumphed over them, that, notwithstanding 
that fear, he dares commit sin, and can make himself believe 
that being eaten in secret it shall never be discovered or 
reckoned, for sweetness and pleasantness is the bait ; but by the 
tempter's own showing, even that is so absurd, and hath such 
alloys, that it is a wonder how it can have any influence upon 
men tJiat pretend to reason.^ 

Queen* 8 influence on t?ie, female character of Britain. — ^The un- 
emllied puril^ of Her Majesty's private life, and the noble 
example she afforded to the women of Great Britain, was 
attended with an effect, the benefit of which was deeply felt 
through the whole of her reign, and may, as we trust it will, 
extend to ages yet unborn, since upon the conduct of the female 
sex mainly rests the edifice of ^e public as well as private 
morals. No woman, however elevated her rank or powerful her 
connections, if her reputation was known to have suffered the 
slightest taint, was permitted to appear in the presence of Her 
Majesty. Her fine reply to Lady , when soliciting per- 
mission to present Lady , and, when refused, saying she 

did not know what to tell her disappointed friend, will long be 
remembered and repeated : ^* Tell her," said the queen, *' you did 
not dare to ask me."<< 



CHAPTER THE TENTH 

1. proverbs, or collection of maxims; without any neces- 
sary connection. The two sentences composing one verse are 
often antitheticaL wise son, one who is godly, ready to 
receive parental guidance, and the higher instructions of 
Divine Wisdom, foolish son, one who is wilful, only seeking 
sensual indulgences, mother, mentioned with no special pux- 
poee, only to vary t^e sentence from the previous one." 



and if any woman 
were to hang a 
man for stealing 
her picture, 
although it were 
set in gold, it 
would be a new 
case in law ; but 
if he carriod off 
the setting, and 
left the portrait, 
I would not 
answer for his 
safety."— CoWon. 

h Sianey. 



a Ho. vii. 7. 

"A proverb, 
meaning that for- 
bidden delights 
are sweet and 
pleasant, as fruits 
of risk and dan- 
ger."— /Vm^^r. 

h SjA, Com. 

Comp. Pr. li. 18, 
19, vii. 27. 

w. 17, 18. T, 
AdamSf 167. 

e if. Henry. 

"It is a great 
mistake to sup- 
pose that a 
woman with no 
heart will be an 
easy creditor in 
the exchange of 
affection. There 
is not on earth a 
more merciless 
exacter of love 
from others than 
a thoroughly 
selfish woman ; 
and the more un- 
lovely she grows, 
the more jea- 
lously and scru- 
pulously she ex- 
acts love to the 
utmost farth- 
iag."-Jirs. Stowe. 
d Percy Anec, 



a Some writers, 
however,see some 
point in this re- 
ference to the 
mother, e.g.^ 
"Here is distin- 
guished that fa- 
thers have most 
oomfort of the 
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ipood proof of 
their sons; but 
the mothers have 
most disoomfort 
of their ill proof, 
because women 
have little dis- 
oeming of virtue 
l^t of fortune." 
— Lord Bacon. 

b Dr. Thomas. 

V. 1. 8. OgdeUy 
831. 

"Aversion from 
reproof is not 
wlBe. It is a 
mark of a little 
mind. A great 
man can i^ord 
to lose ; a Uttle ; 
itasigniflGant fel- 
low is afraid of 
being snuffed 
out."— C«r«. 

A Polish prinoe 
was accustomed 
to carry the pic- 
ture of his father 
always in his 
bosom; and on 
any particular 
occasion he 
would take it out 
and view it, and 
say, "Let me do 
nothing un be- 
coming so excel- 
lent a fitther." 

"What if God 
should place in 
your hand a 
diamond, and tell 
you to inscribe 
on it a sentence, 
which should be 
read at the last 
day, and shown 
there as an index 
of your own 
thoughts and 
feelings I What 
oare, what 
caution, would 
you exercise in 
the selection ! 
Now, this is what 
God has done. 
He has placed 
before you the 
Immortal minds 
of your children, 
more imperish- 
able than the 
diamond, on 
which you are 
about to inscribe 
every day and 
every hour, by 
your instruo- 
tlona, by your 



The child and the parent (v. 1). — ^I. The holy character of the 
child gladdens the heart of the parent — 1. Becanse he sees in 
such conduct the best results of such training ; 2. And the best 
guarantees for his son's happiness. II. The unholy character of 
ihe child saddens the heart of the parent.* 

Reproofs from Dr. Wavgh. — ^At one of the half-yearly ex- 
aminations at the Protestaiit Dissenters' Grammar School, at 
Mill Hill, the head master informed the examiners that he had 
been exceedingly tried by the misconduct and perverseness of a 
boy who had done something yeiy wrong ; and who, though he 
acknowledged tiie fact, could not be brought to acknowledge the 
mag^iitude of t^e offence. The examiners were requested to ex- 
postulate with the boy, and try if he could be brought to feel 
and deplore it. I>r. Waugh was solicited to undertake the task, 
and the boy was, in consequence, brought before him. '^ How 
long have you been in the school, my boy ?" asked the doctor. 
"Four months, sir." "When did you hear from your &ther 
last?" "Myfather's dead, sir." "Ay t aJasthe day 1 'tis a great 
loss, a great loss, that of a father. But God can make it up to 
you, by giving you a tender, affectionate mother." On thia the 
boy, who had previously seemed as hard as a flint, began to 
soften. The doctor proceeded : " Well, laddie, wbne is your 
mother ?" " On her voyage home from India, sir." " Ay I good 
news for yon, my boy : do you love your mother?" "Yes, sir." 
" And do you expect to see her soon ?" " Yes, sir.** " Do you 
think she loves you?" "Yes, sir, I am sure of it." "Then 
think, my dear laddie, think of her feelings when she comes here 
and finds that, instead of your being in favour wiHi eveiy one, 
you are in such deep disgrace as to run the risk of expulsion, 
and yet are too honlened to acknowledge that you have done 
wrong. Winna ye break your poor mo&er's heart, think ye? 
Just think o' that, my lad." The poor culprit burst into a flood 
of tears, acknowledged his fault, and promised amendment. — 
Collateral benefits of Sunday schools. — ^From the StaJybridge 
Sunday-School Union Beport of 1847 we transcribe an i&ecting 
Incident : — "The father of one of our scholars waa a drunkard, 
dog-fighter, etc., spent his Sabbaths in public-houses with bad 
company, singling profane song^, taking God's name in vain, and 
he frequently went home, beat his wife, and turned her and the 
children out of doors ; yet, amid all this, the mother was anxious 
to keep the children at tixe Sunday school ; the eldest boy was 
very attentive, and at home obedient ; the good he received from 
his teacher b^g reduced to practice, the father began to take 
knowledge of his dutiful son. The superintendent having re- 
quested the scholars to invite their parents and friends who 
went to no place of worship to come to the evening service, this 
boy invited his parents, but did not succeed the first time. On 
Sunday following he again invited them to go with him to the 
house of Grod ; both father and mother went with him, to the 
astonishment of all who observed it. The father attended 
several Sundays in succession, and remarked that the preacher 
was preaching to him particularly. Subsequently a few Mends 
met at his house for prayer and conversation ; he began to sorrow 
for sin, and also to be anxious to sit with the children in the 
Sunday school ; the superintendent, to encourage him, put him 
to teach a class, and a reading and spelling book were given him 
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for bis improTement at home during the week. Evety Sunday 
morning he is now found in his class, with his little flock around 
him, teaching with all the earnestness and simplicity possible. 
His son has been added to the church, two religious services are 
held weekly in his house, and he and his wife are to be received 
into church fellowship shortly. But this is not all ; the neigh- 
bourhood in which he Uves had been proverbial for its wickedness ; 
three families who had neglected divine worship are, through the 
instrumentality of this family, in regular attendance upon the 
means of grace." 

2. treastires of wiokedness, ill-gotten gains, see ch. xL 4. 
There may be intended a comparison between the relative values 
of wealth and of character, rigliteoiisness, including generally 
good character, and specifically be7i>evolence, aeatb, the real sting 
of wh. is the sense of sin." 

Wealth and cTiaracteT {w, 2, 3). — ^I. The worthlessness of a wicked 
man's wealth. It does not profit him — 1. In the way of making 
him. truly happy ; 2. In obtaining the true love of his fellow 
men ; 3. In the dying hour or in the future world. II. The value 
of a righteous man's character.^ 

David ffume, — ^Hume, the historian, received a religious educa- 
tion from his mother, and early in life was the subject of strong 
and hopeful reUgious impressions ; but as he approached man- 
hood they were effaced, and confirmed infidelity succeeded. 
Maternal partiality, however alarmed at first, came at length to 
look with less and less pain upon hi^ declension, and filial love 
and reverence seemed to have been absorbed in the pride of 
philoflophical scepticism ; for Hume applied himself with un- 
wearied, and, unhappily, with successful efforts, to sap the foun- 
dation of his mother's faith. Having succeeded in tlus dreadful 
work, he went abroad, and as he was returning, an express met 
him in London, with a letter from his mother, informing him 
that she was in a deep decline, and could not long survive : she 
said, she found herself without any support in her distress ; that 
he Ibad taken away that only source of comfort upon which, in 
all cases of affliction, she used to rely ; and that she now found 
her mind sinking into despair. She did not doubt that her son 
would afford her some substitute for her religion ; and she con- 
jured him to hasten to her, or at least to send her a letter, con- 
taining such consolations as philosophy could afford to a dying 
moirtaL Hume was overwhelmed with anguish on receiving this 
letter, and hastened to Scotland, travelling day and night ; but 
before he arrived his mother expired. No permanent impression 
seems, however, to have been made on his mind by this trying 
event ; and, whatever remorse he might have felt at the moment, 
lie soon relapsed into his jftrevious hardness of heart. Thus it is, 
that false philosophy restores the sting to death, and gives again 
the victory to the grave.* 

3, 4. (3) SOTZl, put for life : comp. Ps. zxxvii. 25. oasteth, 
etcy better read, " He will repel the greedy desires of the wicked." 
The goodly man may be sure of not wanting " any good thing ; " 
but for him to desire amd press for riches would be to fail in the 
true snbmisaion and dependence on God. (4) slack hand, evi- 
dently caneleBB, idle, indifferent. The hand of one who does not 
feel tlie bmden and xesponfiibility of life.' diligent, liL 
sluir^ened^ 



spirit, or by your 
example, some- 
thing which will 
remain, and be 
exhibited for or 
against you at 
the judgment- 
d&Y.**-Dr.tayson. 



a *'The highest 
(qjolence of the 
dead sinner is of 
nopossible profit; 
but the righte- 
ousness of the 
saved sinner, 
even without any 
opulence at all, 
is a fortune; for, 
like the 'charm 
of the lamp,' it 
makes for him 
everlasting bles- 
sedness." — J. 
Afaier. 
b Dr. ITiomas. 

V.2. W.H.Starr^ 
188. 

TJnsullied po- 
Terty is always 
happy; while im- 
pure wealth, 
brings with it 
many soitows. 

Beputationift 
rarely propor- 
tioned to virtue. 

"We have seen a 
thousand people 
esteemed either 
for the merit 
they had not yet 
attained, or for 
that they no 
longer pos- 
Bea8ed."-iK. Evre^ 
tnond. 



a The wm4 used 
lit. means deceit' 
fult in the sense 
of failing of its 
purpose. 

bVr.idLSL 

"WlutJaiodns- 
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try ? It doth not 
consist merely in 
action, for that 
Is incessant in 
all persons. Oar 
mind being like 
a ship in the sea, 
if not steered to 
some good pur- 
pose by reason, 
gets tossed by 
the waves of 
fancy, or driven 
by the winds of 
temptation some 
whither : bat the 
direction of onr 
mind to some 
good end without 
roving, or think- 
ing in a straight 
and steady 
coarse, and draw- 
ing after it oar 
active powers in 
execatlon there- 
of, doth consti- 
tute industry."— 
Quoted by D. 
Tbomcu, DJ>. 

V. 4. A, Orayy 
468; Q. J. Zolli- 
Aoiftfr, ii.262; K 
Warner, ii. 361. 

*< Is not the field, 
with lively cul- 
ture green, a 
sight m(nre joyous 
than the dead 
moraas? Do not 
the skies, with 
active ether 
clean, and fann'd 
by sprightly 
zephyrs, &r sur- 
pass the foul 
November fogs 
and slumbrous 
mass with which 
sad Nature veils 
her drooping 
face? Does not 
the mountain 
stream, as dear 
as glass, gay- 
dancing on, the 
putrid pool dis- 
grace? The 
same in all holds 
true, but chief 
in human race." 
'^Thornton. 

"Nevtf compare 
thyself with 
those that are 
below thee in 
what is worthy 
or eminent^ but 
with those that 
are above thyself. 
• • • OompavBthy- 



Industry and contentment — A noble instance of contentment is 
given in ti^e life of the late William Rosooe, Esq. That gifted 
man was almost entirely self-taught, and indebted to his own 
efforts for his rise from a veiy humble station, his father having 
been the master of a public-house, with gardens and a bowling- 
green, at Liverpool. Mr. Boscoe afterwards represented this, Ms 
native town, in Parliament, was universally respected, and be- 
came distinguished as the author of the Life of Pope Leo X, 
and of the JAfe of Lorenzo de Medici, In an account of his 
early days, written by himself, he says : *' Having quitted school 
at twelve years old, I now began to assist my father in his agri- 
cultural concerns, particularly in his business of cultivating 
potatoes for sale, of which he every year g^ew several acres, and 
which he sold, when produced early in the season, at veiy 
advanced prices. His mode of cultivation was entirely by the 
spade ; and when ndsed early they were considered in that part 
of Lancashire as a favourite esculent. When they had attamed 
their proper growth, we were accustomed to cany them to the 
market on our heads, in large baskets, for sale, where I was 
generally entrusted with the disposal of them, and soon became a 
very useful assistant to my father. In this and other laborious 
occupations, particularly in the care of a garden, in which I took 
great pleasure, I passed several years- of my life, devoting mj 
hours of relaxation to reading my books. This mode of life gave 
health and vigour to my body, and amusement and instruction to 
my mind ; and to this day I well remember the delicious sleep 
which succeeded my labours, from which I was again called at 
an early hour. If I vrere asked whom I considered to be the 
happiest of the human race, I would answer, those who cultivate 
the earth by their own hands." — Advantages of industry, — ^The 
blessing of God doth so follow it, that more have been made 
honourable by their diligence than by their birth. *' The hand of 
the diligent maketh rich," saith Solomon ; and in another place, 
*^ The soul of the diligent shall be made fat ; " and elsewhere, 
" The hand of the diligent shall bear rule.*' From servants many 
have grown to be masters, from hirelmgs to be officers, through 
their diligence — as we see in Jacob, Joseph, David, with many 
more. Witness also the Romans, who raised their commonwealth 
thereby, and stood not upon terms of blood ; some of them were 
fetched from the plough ; some from other places mean and 
base. Cicero, Fabius, Quintius, and others, witness these things. 
Justinius, of a diligent herdboy became a diHgent soldier ; of a 
diligent soldier, a g^reat commander ; of a commander, the 
emperor of the world, and one of the best. The kings of Hungary 
were derived from Lechus the Second, who was a husbandman, in 
remembrance whereof he caused his '«:ooden soles or ^oes to be 
reserved in his castle, for aU posterity to remember how and in 
what sort he first came into court. And if we should come 
nearer home, how many judges and bishops of this land, of 
mean descent, have risen to honour by it ! . . . Oh, then, let us 
fall in love with diligence I Which way can we cast our eyes 
and want argfuments ? Look up to heaven, and without diligence 
no getting tether ; for that crown we must run, and strive, and 
work. Look down to hell, and without diligence no escaping 
that ; prayers and tears must help to quench those flames, look 
upon t&e earth, and without diligence no blessing can be hoped 
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for from it. God speed the plough ! let the land miss his tillage, 
and where is the increajse ? but the oftener it is turned, com- 
passed, and ploughed, the surer it proves to the husbandman's 
content. We read in stoiy of one Fimus Cresinus, a Boman, who 
was accused of witchcraft in drawing away the fat of other men's 
land into his own, for that every year he had gfreat crops, and his 
neighbours small or none ; this they thought came by enchant- 
ment, and thereof he was questioned in judgment. The poor 
man brings with him all his tools of husbandry — ^heavy mattocks, 
weighty ploughshares, full-fed oxen, all his irons much bigger 
and stronger than his neighbours', and, lastly, his daughter, a 
strong and big maid, who was his helper in his business, and 
setting all these before his judges and accusers, cried out in 
these words, ^^Hesc svnty Qvirites^ venejicia mea!" " This daughter, 
these oxen, these tools, are the instruments of my witchcraft, and 
besides these I use none, and these with diligence I apply." This 
is the way to have great and good crops both of grain and grace, 
if thou lay thy hand with diligence to the plough, and have 
fitting instruments. But withal, ever with the ploughman be 
looking up upon the sun ; and with t^e pilot, who, as he holdeth 
his hand upon the stem, hath his eye upon the star. For it is 
good ground, a good husbandman, and God's blessing, that bring 
good crops, whether for soul or body.< 

5. gathereth, the ripened harvest into threshing-floor or 
bam. son, or man. Son may be especially used bee. these 
proverbs and counsels are addressed to the young. The wise son 
watches for opportunities, and does the work of the season. 
sleepeth, in mere listless idleness, or for mere enjoyment.^* 
** life is a short day, but it is a working day." 

The day of grace (v. 6). — It is — I. A short time, and therefore 
calls for diligence. The King's business requires haste. II. A 
limited time, beyond which there is no mercy, Eccles. ix. 10 ; 
Luke ziii. 9. III. A varying tiilie, as summer days are longer 
than winter days, and there are sunny days and cloudy days ; but 
the rainbow of God's merpy is seen only in the day of grace. 
We should look for it in vain in the night of eternal darkness.^ 

Dr. Pranklin. — Dr. Franklin, in his Memoirs^ mentions a 
merchant, named Denham, who failed in his business at Bristol, 
componnded with his creditors, and went to America. In a few 
years he accumulated a plentiful fortune, returned to England 
in the same ship with lYanklin, called his creditors together to 
an entertainment, and paid the full remainder of his debts, with 
interest up to the time of settlement.^^ 

6, 7. (6) blessings, praises and thanks. Benedictions. 
violence, etc^ may be read, " The mouth of the wicked covereth, 
or conoealetJi violence."" The idea, however, may be. His 
detected and exposed iniquity shall be like a muzzle on his mouth. 
He shall be struck speechless. (7) is blessed, for a blessing, as 
an excellent and inspiring example, rot, be worm-eaten, useless. 
He can only be used to point a warning.* 

TTie memory of the jmt (v. 7). — ^What multitudes have passed 
away ; in what different lights are the human beings of the past 
presented to our thoughts ; how odious are some, but of the just 
their memory is bles&ed. I. Self-evidently so, for the mind 
blesses it, reverts to it with oomplaoenqy. II. They are practical 

VOL. VII. o.T. p 



self with those 
that are more 
learned or wise 
than thyself, and 
then thou wilt 
see matter to 
keep thee hum- 
ble. . . . The most 
of the learning 
that this age 
glories of, is but 
an extract or 
collection of 
what we find in 
those men of 
greater parts; 
only we think we 
have done great 
matters if we 
digest it into 
some other 
method, and put 
in here and there 
a small pittance 
of our own, or 
quarrel at some- 
thing that the 
ancients de- 
livered in some 
odd particulars." 
—Sir M. Hale, 
c Arrowsmith. 

a'* To sleep when 
the plenteous 
harvest lies ready 
for the sickle ia 
the extremest 
sloth."->SEpi:. Com. 
** He who geta 
knowledge and 
wisdom in the 
days of his youth 
gathers in sum- 
mer, and he will 
have the comfort 
and credit of his 
industry; but he 
who idles away 
the days of his 
youth will bear 
the shame of his 
indolence when 
he is old."— Matt. 
Henry, 
b S. O. BoveSf 

Am tA. 

e Whitecrou. 

a "The violence 
wh. the wicked 
has done is as a 
bandage over his 
mouth, reducing 
him to a silence 
and ^ame like 
that of the leper 
or the c o n- 
demned criminal, 
whose *ftkoe is 
covered.'"— i^*. 

6 P8. Ix. 6, 6. 



82 



PROVERBS, 



[Cap. X. 8-10. 



Abp, Seeker^ riL 

897; J. Faster, iL 

330. 

e J. FoMter. 

** One man has 
Uudness deep 
within him ; and 
when the ocoa- 
Blon oomes the 
rind or shell ig 
oraoked, and the 
kernel is found. 
Buoh a man's 
heart, too long 
clouded, like a 
Ban in a storm- 
muffled day, 
shoota through 
some caning 
rlftp and glows 
for a period in 
glory. But there 
are other natures 
that are always 
cloudleas. With 
them a oloud is 
the exception, 
ihining is the 
rule."— J9««eArr. 

"I pray you very 
■olemnW to put 
that idea of 
knowing all 
things in heaven 
and earth out of 
yoor heads. It 
ii Tsry little that 
wa can ever 
know, either of 
the ways of Fro- 
Tidenoe or tiie 
lawsofexlstenoe. 
Bat that litUe 
la enough, and 
exactly enough." 
— Rutkin. 

d Mimtgomery. 

« *' He adopte 
crooked ways in 
order, as he 
thinks, to be able 
to praotiae ini- 
quity more Be> 
cure and unob- 
■erred ; but he is 
ever known and 
exposed, he must 
himself always 
fear reoognltion, 
and this gives to 
his walk ' inse- 
curity.' "—iltt- 
ctttehit thro* 
Zttufft, 

I Wordsworth. 



illostratioiis, ▼erifying* examples of the exoellenoe of tme reli- 
gion. III. We rega^ them as diminiBhing to our yiew the 
repulsiyeness and horror of death. IV. As combined with the 
whole progress of the cause of God (m earth. Apply : — 1. Is it 
not a re^isonable object of Christian desire to leave a memory 
tiiat shall be blessed ? 2. While the best are in coarse of time for- 
gotten by men, their everlasting remembrance is with Grod.« 

The power of kindneM. — Fen^on was a Boman Catholic, and 
Archbishop of Cambray, in France. He was a man of the finest 
feelings, of the greatest benevolence, and he uniformly practised 
the law, " overcome evil with good." He was kind and affable 
to the lowly, mild and courteous to the ignorant, philanthropic 
to the miserable, and ever gentle both to friend and foe. The 
consequence was that he won all hearts. His diocese was often 
the .theatre of war ; but the English, Germans, and Dutch even 
surpassed the inhabitants of Cambray in their love and venera- 
tion for him. At such times he g^athered the wretched into his 
residence and entertained them ; for his known g'oodness had 
surrounded him with a power which even contending armies 
could not resist; and the consequence was that his dwellings 
were safe, even when towns and villages were lying in smoking 
ruins around him. The following is an instance of his great 
kindness : — ^He observed one day tiLat a peasant, who had been 
driven from his home, and to whom Fen^lon had given shelter, 
ate nothing. He inquired tiie reason. *^ Alas I my lord," said 
the poor man, " in making my escape from my cottage I had not 
time to bring off my cow, which was the support of my fasmlj. 
The enemy will drive h^ away, and I shall never find another so 
good." F^ndlon, availing himself of his privilege of safe conduct, 
immediately set out, accompanied by a single servant, and drove 
her back hj^elf to the peasant. By thus walking aoooiding to 
the law of overcoming' evil with good, he gained t^e affection of 
aU. The peasantry loved him as their father; and, long- after his 
death, their tears would flow when th^ said, " There is the chair 
on which our good an^bishop used to sit in the midst of us ; we 
shall see him no more." Wbat a crown of unfading gloiy the 
law of love gave him !' 

8—10. (8) receive, etc., be willing to submit to rules. 
prating fbol, lit. fool of iipt, a braggart shall fall, be 
brought to a humiliatiiig downfall: or shall be beaten. (9) 
walketh surely, or securely, safely, perverteth, acteth 
deceitfully, known, found out and punished.^ (10) worketh, 
oh. vi. 13. ** In craft and malice behind a man's back."* 

The upright (v. 9). — ^I. Observe a few paradoxes. 1. He who 
walks uprightly is he who leans upon God ; 2. Who beus his 
own buiden ; 3. Who ever bows before God ; 4. Who waits for 
God ; 5. Who runs in the way of God's commandments. IL Call 
to mind a few truisms. 1. He never walks akme ; 2. He is 
always safe ; 3. He is comparatively free from alazm ; 4. He is 
never neglected ; 5. He is not disa^mi^ted at last. IIL A few 
questions. I. Is your heart changed ? 2. De you avoid all known 
sin ? 3. Do you seek the approval of God ? 4. Do you continnally 
endeavour to do the right ?« 

A nUe for talkerx. — ^No one who wishes that oonverBation 
should be pleasant to his neighbouxs as well as himself should 
apeak more than two or thseeBeDtonoeB at onoo. HJcnveTermndi 
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lie may have to say, it will be all the more agreeably said for 
giving others the opportunity of aasenting, illustrating, qualify- 
ing, or even contradicting. The ball needs to be returned by the 
opposite player to make a lively game.'' 

11. well of life, or fresh flowing spring, ever iwuring forth 
healing, helpful words, Jer. ii. 13, zvii. 13 ; ^x). iv. 10. violence, 
etc., see v. 6. 

The speech of the good (v. 11). — Speech is one of the most dis- 
tinguishing faculties of man : here that of a good man is com- 
pared to a weU of life. 1. It is natural. 11. Clean. 111. 
Eefreshing. IV. Life-giving." 

Mr. Heitey and Dr. Doddridge. — ^Mr. Hervey, in a letter, says : 
'^1 have lately seen that most excellent minister of the ever- 
blessed Jesus, Mr. -. 1 dined, supped, and spent tiiie evening 

with him at Northampton, in company with Dr. Doddridge, and 
two pious ingenuous clergymen of the Church of England, both 
of them known to the learned world by their valuable writingB ; 
and surely 1 never spent a more delightful evening, or saw one 
that seemed to make nearer approaches to the felicity of heaven. 
A gentleman of great worth and rank in the town invited us to 
his honse, and gave us an elegant treat ; but how mean was his 
provision, how coarse his delicacies, compared with the fruit of 
my friend's lips I — they dropped as the honeycomb, imd were a 
well of life." 

12. liatred . . strifes, litigations, disputes, either family or 
pocial. love, one element of wh. is the Pauline charity, wh. 
" beajreth all things, and seeketh not her own." * ooveretn, " by 
ignoring them, by palliating words, by considerate and concilia- 
tory demeanour."* 

Hatred and love (v. 12). — Here we have — I. The g^reat mischief- 
maker — ^hatred. Consider the strifes it causes in nations, com- 
munities, families. II. The great peace-maker — ^love. It is an 
element ; its home is the heart of God — the Gkxl of peace. It is 
an ag'ent ; its grand messenger is Christ — ^the Prince of peace. 
1. It restores order ; 2. It pardons offences.' 

Speaking gently. — 

Speak gently ! It is better far 

To rule by love than fear ; 
Speak gently — ^let no harsh words mar 

The good we might do here I 

Speak gently I Love doth whisper low 

The vows that true hearts bind ; 
And gently Friendship's accents flow — 

Affection's voice is kind. 

Speak gently to the little child t 

Its love be sure to gain ; 
Teach it in accents soft and mild : 

It may not long remain. 

Speak gently to the young, for they 

Will have enough to bear — 
Pass through this life as best they mt^, 

'Tifl full of anxious care I 

p2 



d Black tffood*s 

ifOff. 



a Dr. Thomas. 

" Such ^ thy 
words are such 
will thy aflfec- 
tlons be esteem- 
ed ; and such will 
thy deeds as thy 
affections, and 
such thy life as 
thy deeds."— &>- 
crates. 

"Great men's 
words, saith one, 
are like dead 
men's shoes ; he 
may go barefoot 
that waiteth for 
them."-/. Trajpp. 



a 1 Cot. zlil. 
ft O. Zifckler. 

"Love hath a 
large mantle."— 
Trapp. 

Pr. xvii. 9 ; Jas. 
T. 20 ; 1 Pe. iv. 8 ; 
1 Got. xiii. 4. 
e Dr. Thomas. 
" Speech is too 
often not, as the 
Frenchman de- 
fined it, the art 
of concealing 
thought, but of 
quite stifling and 
su spe n ding 
thought, so that 
there is none to 
conceal"— Car - 
lyle. 

"When you 
speak to any, 
especially of 
quality, look 
them full in the 
face, other ges- 
tures betraying 
want of breeding, 
confidence, or 
honesty; de- 
jected eye con- 
fessing, to most 
judgments, guilt 
or folly."—/'. 
I Osbom. 

"In the use of the 



Cap. X. 22-25.] 



PROVERBS. 



87 



The speech of the gtx)d man is wise, that of the other is foolish. 
lY. The speech of the good man is aooeptable, that of the other 
is perverae.^ 

Ruling the t<mgn€. — Socrates, the ecclesiastical historiographer, 
reports a stoiy of one Pambo, a plain, ignorant man, who came 
to a learned man, and desired him to teach him some psahn or 
other. He began to read unto him the thirty-ninth Psalm, " I 
said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue." 
Having passed this first verse, Pambo shut the book, and took 
his leave, saying that he would go learn that point fast. When 
he had absented himself for the space of some months, he was 
demanded by his reader when he would go forward. He 
answered, that he had not yet learned his old lesson ; and he 
gave the very same answer to one that asked the like question 
forty-nine years after.^ 

22. it xnaketh rioh, not the fruits of man's toil, but the 
blessing wh. €rod makes to rest upon it is the true riches, 
addethj trans, "and labour added nothing beside it,"* ix. as 
snpplementary to the Div. blessing. 

The moraX phases of life (v. 22). — ^There are five things in these 
Terses of great moral significance. I. Wealth making happy, 
n. Mischief done in sport. III. Justice done to aEL lY. In- 
dolence causing vexation. Y. Character revealed in its issues.* 
—God^s blessinff the greatest riches (v. 22). — h In what respects 
the blessing of God may be said to make rich. 1. Because it is 
in reality the source of all wealth ; 2. Because it is in itself the 
greatest wealth. II. The peculiar happiness of the person so 
enriched. 1. With all other riches there is a mixture of sorrow 
to embitter them ; 2. To the wealth God gives He adds no sorrow. 
Learn — (1) In what spirit to address yourselves to every duty in 
life ; (2) What to look for as your chief portion.' 

Effects ofreealth. — I have a rich neighbour that is always so 
busy that he has no leisure to laugh ; the whole business oi his 
life is to get money, and more money, that he may still get more 
and more money ; he is still drudging on, and says that Solomon 
says, " The hand of the diligent maketh rich." And it is true 
indeed ; but he considers not that it is not in the power of riches 
to make a man happy : for it was wisely said by a man of great 
observation, that " lliere may be as many miseries beyond riches 
as on this side them." And yet God deliver us from pinching 
poverty, and grant that, having a competency, we may be content 
and thankfuL Let us not repine, or so much as think the gifts 
of God unequally dealt, if we see another abound with riches, 
when, as God knows, the cares that are the keys that keep those 
riches hang often so heavily at the rich man's girdle, that they 
clog him wiHi weary days and restless nights, even when others 
sleep quietly. We see but the outside of the rich man's happi- 
ness ; few consider him to be Uke the silkworm, that, when 3b% 
seems to play, is at the very same time spinning her own bowels, 
and consuming herself ; and this many rich men do, loading 
themselves wit^ corroding cares, to keep what they have probably 
unconscionably got.'' 

23 — 25. (23) sport, it is his pleasure and play.« hath 
wisdom, for his recreation and refreshment. (24) the fear, 
i.e, the thing wh. he fears. '^ Whatsoever a man soweth. that 



safety; the fool, 
empty-headed 
and empty- 
hearted, involves 
others like him- 
self in destrue- 
tion."— 5i>*. 
Com. 

Ha iv. 6. 
eDr. Thomas, 

V. 20. T.Manton, 
iv. 1053. 

V.21. T. Newman, 
ii. 869. 

d Spencer, 



a ** This is not to 
betaken literally, 
as though per- 
chance labour 
-were initaelf cast 
aside, and the 
Oriental indo- 
lence commend- 
ed: nor again is 
the privilege 
given to the 
pious of being re- 
leased from ordi- 
nary human toils, 
and of folding 
their hands in re- 
liance (» their 
powerful Friend : 
the aim is only, 
after the emptui- 
tic and onesided 
manner of the 
proverb, to make^ 
prominent the* 
other side of the 
case, overlooked 
by restless tcal- 
ersJ'—Bup/eld. 

EocL V. 19. 

b Dr. Thomat. 

e C. Simeon, if. A. 

''Great -wants 
proceed from 
great -wealth; 
bat they are un- 
dutifol children, 
for they sink 
wealth down to 
poverty."~-fl'o«itf. 

dLWaUon. 



o Lit. "It is like 
a laugh to the 
fool, to execute 
I evil ooonseL" 
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b Gtv. vL 7; Job 
iii.25;Pr.xl.27; 
Is. Ixvi. 4. 

c J. Miller. 

d Pa. cxxv. 1. 

e J. Bunyan. 

V. 34. R. DukeSy 
345; T. Knowles, 
ii. 102. 



a Dav. Thonuu, 
DJ). 

"Perhaps the 
nearest approach 
in the whole book 
to the hamor< 
Gaa."^apk. Com. 

** Idleness is a 
constant sin, and 
labour is a duty. 
Idleness is the 
devil's home for 
temptation, and 
for unprofitable, 
distracting mu' 
sings; while la- 
bour profiteth 
others and onr- 
selTes." — Baxter. 

( Sainnoeke. 



a J. MiUer. 

Virtue is the 
surest road to 
longevity; but 
vice meets with 
an early doom. 

" How long shall 
we sit in our por- 
ticoes praising 
idle and musty 
virtues, which 
any work would 
make imperti- 
nent ? As if one 
were to begin the 
day with long- 
suffering, and 
hire a man to hoe 
his potatoes." — 
Tlioreau, 



Bhall he also reap."* be granted, by God. (25) whirlwind, 
2 Ki. ii. 1. By the fig. of ^e great storm is indicated the mdden- 
ness, the thoroiuflinesx^ and the helplessness of the sinner's ruin.* 
everlasting foundation, comp. Mat. vii. 24—27.^ 

The desire of tlie righteous granted (v. 24). — I. "Who is the 
righteous man ? 1. Whom God counts so ; 2. Whom God makes 
so ; 3. Who is practically righteous. II. What are his desires ? 
1. Communion witii God ; 2. Enjoyment of holy ordinances ; 3. 
The personal presence of God. III. What is meant by their 
being granted? IV. Application. 1. There are other desires 
than those of the righteous ; 2. Art thou righteous ?' 

26. vinegar, or the sour wine used by the peasants, smoke, 
of wood, wh. makes the eyes smart, so, causing like annoyance 
and yexation. sluggard, who loiters on his errands. " Lazi- 
ness is bad for the man himself, but is most vexatious to those 
who are unfortunate enough to employ him in their servioe."* 

Idle people. — Idle persons are like wens in the face, which 
receive of the body's nourishment, but serve only to disfigure it. 
Hiose that are no workers in God's account are "disorderly 
walkers." Augustus built an Apragopolis, a city void of busi- 
ness ; but Gtod made not the world to be the nursery of idleness. 
The Ethiopians (as the historian observeth) would acquaint their 
youth that they were bom to labour, by accustoming them 
betimes to ^ng great stones. Amongst the Turks every man 
must follow some trade, the Grand Seigneur himself not ex- 
cepted. The censores morwm among the Romans were to observe 
who were diligent, who were negligent in their vocations, and 
accordingly to commend or condemn them. The Grecians, ac- 
cording to Solon's law, were great discouragers of them that, 
like vermin, lived only to eat what others earn. The council of 
the Areopagites inquired how every man lived, and punished 
such as they found idle. The devils themselves are diligent 
about their deeds of darkness ; creatures void of life are service- 
able in their places and stations ; angels, nay, God Himself, is 
always working. An idle person cannot find, either in heaven 
or hell, a pattern.^ 

27. prolongeth days, a statement frequently repeated in 
this book ; here the antithesis may be thus expressed, ** The fear 
of Jehovah makes great days, but the years of the wicked eG^II 
be made little." 

The spirituaZ monh. — ^A certain brother came to the convent 
at Mount Sinai, and finding all the monks at work, shook his 
head and said to the abbot, " Labour not for the meat whidi 
perisheth," and "Maiy hath chosen that good part." *-Very 
well," said the abbot, and ordered the good brother to a cell and 
gave him a book to read. The monk retired, and sat hour after 
hour all day long alone, wondering much that nobody called 
him to dinner or offered him any refreshment. Hungry and 
wearied out, the night at length arrived ; he left his solitary 
cell, and repaired to the apartment of the abbot. " Father," says 
he, " do not the brethren eat to-day ?" " Oh yes," replied the 
abbot, " they have eaten plentifully." " Then how is it, father," 
said the monk, '* that you did not call me to partake with them ?*' 
** Because, brother," replied the abbot, you are a spiritual man. 
and have no need of carnal food. For our part we are obliged 
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to eat, and on that account we work ; but you, brother, who 
have chosen * the good part,' you sit and read all the day long, 
and are above the want of the meat that perieheth." " Pardon me, 
father,'' said the monk, '' I perceive my mistake." 

28. gladness, bee. it shall surely gain its fruition, perish," 
in that day when all human works are tried by fire, and the 
worthless burned up. 

True and false Iwpe (v, 28). — I. All men cherish some sort of 
hope. II. T^ue hope ends in happiness. III. False hope ends in 
disappointment.* 

False Jtope. — ^A "hope" is to some like a passport, which one 
keeps quietly in his pocket till the time for the journey, and 
then produces it. Or like life-preservers, which hang useless 
around the vessel nntil the hour of danger comes, when the 
captain calls on every passenger to save himself ; and then they 
are taken down and blown up, and each man, with his hope 
under his arm, strikes out for the land ; and so such men would 
keep their religious hope hanging until death comes, and then 
take it down and inflate it, that it may buoy them up, and 
float them over the dark river to the heavenly shore. Or as the 
inhabitants of Block Island keep their boats hauled high upon 
the beach, and only use them now and then, when they would 
cross to the mainland ; so such men keep their hopes lugh and 
dry njwn the shore of life, only to be used when they have to cross 
the flood that divides this island of time from the mainland of 
eternity.' 

29, 30. (29) way of tlie Lord, the Div. order of the world. 
In the long run it surely turns out to be for the upright, and 
against the wicked, strength, both mental and moral." " A 
fortress, wherever he goes he is in a castle."* (30) never he 
removed, comp. ch. xiii. 3 ; Ps. xxxvii. 22. 

TTie Lord's way (v. 29). — I. The Lord has a way for man to 
walk in. 1. He has a way for Himself ; 2. He has a way for 
His creatures ; 3. He has a way for man, the way of social justice 
and Divine worship. II. The man who walks in this way gets 
strength. 1. Intellectual strength ; 2. Moral strength ; 3. In- 
creasing strength.'' 

The way of the Lord. — ^The ways of the Lord confirm upright 
hearts. They make upright hearts strong — strong to withstand 
temptations, strong to conquer corruptions, strong to rejoice 
under afflictions, strong to perform the most heavenly duties, 
strong to improve the most spiritual mercies ; the ways of the 
Lord make strong, they confirm such hearts as walk in them. 
The most renowned and honoured saints that ever breathed on 
earth, and that are now triumphant in heaven, have walked in 
these ways of God.** 

31, 32. (31) hringeth forth, " as a tree full of life and 
sap brings forth its fruit, cut on, or cut down, as are unfruitful 
trees." (32) know, find always, as if instinctively, what is 
acceptable, frowardness, all kinds of deceit and ill-nature.* 
Lit. " is perversions and destructions." There is a " forwardness 
that is distasteful to all consciences, and repugnant to the heart 
of God and the good."* 

A gossiping tongue, — A man who, for a moment's gossiping 
gratification, drops an idle word affecting a neighbour's diaracter, 



a JcJb viii. 23, xl 
20 ; Ps. cxii. 10. 

h W. W. Whythe. 

V. 28. w. a. 
Barnes, ii. 119; 
Dr. H. Blair y y. 1. 

"Hope is the 
daughter of 
Faith, but such 
as is a staff to her 
aged mother, and 
will produce a 
bold and wise 
profession of the 
truth before men, 
as also prayer to 
God. It is as the 
cork upon the 
net: though the 
lead on the one 
side sinks it 
down, yet the 
cork on the other 
keeps it up."— 
/. Trapp. 

c Beecher. 

a The more we 
do in the service 
of God, the more 
we are enabled to 
do. 

6 Wordsworth. 

V. 29. K. Reyner, 
26 ; G. J. Zollikqf- 
/er, i. 262. 

c Dr. Thomcu. 

"He that knows 
a little of the 
world will ad- 
mire it enough 
to fall down and 
worship it; but 
he that knows it 
most will most 
despise it." — 
Colton. 

d T. Brookes, 



a " The abuse of 
God's gift of 
speech will lead 
ultimately to its 
forfeiture. There 
shtJl, at last, be 
the silence of 
shame and con- 
fusion."— <^*. 
Com. 

6 "When God's 
honour and tho 
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edification and 
improvement of 
one's neighbour 
is not the chief 
end of our q)eak- 
ing, it is a sigrn 
that Eternal Wis- 
dom has not yet 
wholly sanctified 
our hearts." — 
Starke. 

e Dav. 7%<muu, 
D.D. 

Jaa iii. 13. 
dF.W.RobeHaon. 



a Le. six. 86 ; De. 
XXV. 13—16. 

J> Comp. Mat. vii 
12; PhL iv. 8; 
1 Th. iv. 6. 
"As religion to- 
wards G^d is a 
branch of uni- 
versal righteous- 
ness (he is not an 
honest man that 
is not devout), so 
righteousness to- 
wards men is a 
branch of true 
religion ; for he is 
not a godly man 
that is not 
honest, nor can 
he expect that 
his devotion 
should be accept- 
eAJ'-Mat. Henry. 

c H. S. Brown. 



d JoUiffe. 



a Pr. xvL 18, 
xviii. 12. 

" What is pride ? 
It is inordinate 
.self -appreciation. 
It is the putting 
of too high an 
estimate on self. 
This feeling 
comes to a soul. 
It is not born in 
it:'-Dav. Thomi^j 
D.D. 

b " Lowly souls 
become fuU of 
wisdom, as the 
low place be- 
comes full of 
water." — Babbir 
niceU paraphrase. 

Lu. xiv. 10, 11. 

c J)r. Thrnnas. 



resembles that Sootchman who, from partiality to the flora of 
his native land, sowed a little thistle-down in the British colony 
where he had raised his tabernacle, and where that nnisonce to 
agriculturists had been unknown up to that time. It grew 
and flourished ; and breezes — like the active wind of talk, that 
soon propagates a slander — carried the winged seeds hither and 
thither, to found for their obnoxious species thousands of new 
homes. It is as unsafe to keep company with one whose tongue 
is hung too loosely as to ride in a vehicle whose linchpins are 
loose.'' 



CHAPTER TEE ELEVENTH. 

1. false balance, <* used literally, but also as representing 
all unrighteous dealings. With the keen bargaining' spirit 
charactenstic of the Jews, this must always have been to l&em 
a besetting sin.^ just weight, lit, 2»fvll stoThCy bee. stcmes were 
used instead of metal weights. 

Weights emd iiieagures (v. 1). — I. The text brings before us 
this solemn and important truth, that God sees and takes notice 
of all business transactions. II. The just weight being 'the 
simple but expressive representation of all fair dealing, the 
woixLs now before us mean that all fair dealing is God's delight. 
III. There must be just dealing towards God as weU as towards 
man.' 

Punishment of fraud in the East. — The kind of fraud here 
referred to was held in great detestation, and frequently visited 
with severe punishment when detected. "A poHoe of&cer ob- 
serving one morning a female, not a native, carrying a large 
piece of cheese, inquired where she had purchased it. Being 
igfnorant of the vendor's name, she conducted him to his shop, 
and the magistrate suspecting the quantity to be deficient in 
weight, placed it in the scales, and found his suspicions verified ; 
whereupon he straightway ordered his attendants to cut a portion 
of flesh from the delinquent's person equivalent to the just 
measure. The order was instantly executed, and the sufferer 
bled to death."'* 

2. pride cometh, lit. " there hath come pride, and there will 
come shame," i.e. on the proud." lowly,* derived from the 
Chaldee to conceal, and denotes strictly those who hide them- 
selves, or renounce self. 

The advent and evU of pride (t?. 2).— I. The advent of pride. 
How does it come ? 1. By associating only with inferiors ; 2. 
By practically ignoring the true standards ; 3. By a practical 
disregard to the majesty of God. II. The evU of pride. See 
Bible examples. 1. Shame of folly ; 2. Shame of g^iil*-' 

Pride. — ^The foulest stain and highest absurdity in our nature 
is pride. And yet this base hedgehog so roUs himself up in his 
bristly coat we can seldom get a sight of his daws. It is the 
j root of unbdief. Men cannot submit to the righteousness of 
Christ, and pride cleaves to them like a pitched sldrt to the skin, 
or like leprosy to the wall. No sharp culture of ploughing and 
harrowing will dear the ground of it. The foul weied mil be sure 
to spring up again with the next kindly rain. This diabolical sin 
has brought more scourges on my back than anything else ; and 
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it is of 80 insiiiuatiiig' a nature that I know not how to part 
with it. I hate it, and love it ; I qnarrel with it, and embrace 
it ; I dread it, and yet suffer it to lie down in my bosom. It 
pleads a right, through the fall, to be a tenant for life ; and has 
such a wonderful appetite, that it can feed kindly both on grease 
and gturbage — will be as warm and snug in a cloister as a palace, 
and be as much delighted with a fine prayer as a foul oath.*' 

3. integrity, wholeness, simplicity, sincerity, guide them, 
by giving them the keen, quick sense of right and wrong.'* 
perverseness, or slipperiness, perhaps ill-nature, destroy 
them, with violence. 

The value of integrity (v. 8). — ^I. Direct attention to the in- 
trinsic worth and excellency of integrity. 1. It is in exact 
correspondence with the character and mind of our Creator ; 2. 
It is ccmformity to the Divine will ; 3. It imparts stability and 
strength to all the other virtues and exoellencies of the human 
chanuster. II. The benefits and advantages which it confers 
npon the individual who jmssesses it. 1. It guides him in the 
affaiiB of life ; 2. It saves from doubts and misgivings ; 3. It 
secaies the good wishes, assistance, and co-operation of others ; 
4. It produoes peace and satisfaction of mind ; 5. It has advan- 
tages also for the season of adversity. III. The benefits which 
it confers upon society at large. 1. Society makes efforts to 
secure integrity between man and man ; 2. It confers the power 
to do good ; 3. It commends religion and the Christian profession ; 
4. It has great benefits in the f&al issue of things.* 

Onee too often. — There is an old Grecian legend of a diver who 
boasted of his skill to bring up treasures from the sea. To test 
his power the people threw many a silver cup and many a golden 
coin into deep water, all of which he brought to the Surface 
with triumph. But one day a disguised fiend threw a tinsel 
crown into a whirlpool, and challenged the confident diver to 
bring it up, promising him, if he succeeded, the power to wear 
it, and to transmit it to his children. Down he sprang after 
the bauble, but the Nereids of the sea, hearing the clangour of 
the crown when it fell upon the grottoes, closed around him as 
he was grasping the prize, and held him fast till he perished. 
The most daring may dare once too often ; folly, though long 
successful, will plunge its victim into ruin at last. 

Putting off repentance. — ^A hermit was conducted by an angel 
into a wood, where he saw an old man cutting down boughs to 
make up a burden. When it was large he tied it up, and 
attempted to lift it on his shoulders and cany it away. But 
finding it very heavy, he laid it down again, cut more wood, and 
heaped it on, and then tried again to carry it off. This he re- 
peated several times, always adding sometMng to the load, after 
trying in vain to raise it from the ground. In the meantime the 
hermit, astonidtied at the old man's folly, desired the angel to 
explain what this meant. " You behold,'' said he, ** in the foolish 
old man a representation of those who, being made sensible of the 
burden of their sins, resolve to repent, but soon grow weary, and 
instead of lessening their burden, increase it eveiy day. At each 
trial they find the task heavier than before, and so put it off a 
little longer, in vain hoping that they will by-and-by be more 
able to accomplish it. Thus they go on adding to their burden 
till it gzowB too heavy to be borne, and then, in despair of God's 



V. 2. M. A. Met" 

Ian. I. S8; R. 
Warner, iil. 213. 

d J. Berridge, 



a Eph. vl. 14 ; 
1 Pe. lii. 13. 

h R. Redpath, 

r.3. Dr. H.Blair, 
iv. 313; Dr. V. 
KnoXt yi. 112. 

"An entirely 
honest man, in 
the severe sense 
of the word, 
exists no more 
than an entirely 
dishonest knave ; 
the best and the 
worst are only 
a p p r oximations 
to those qualities. 
Who are those 
that never con- 
tradict them- 
selves? Yet 
honesty never 
contradictsitself. 
Who are they 
who always con- 
tradict the m- 
selves? Yet 
knavery is mere 
self- contradic- 
tion. Thus the 
knowledge of 
man determinea 
not the things 
themselves, hut 
their propor- 
tions, the quan- 
tum of congru- 
ities and incon- 
gruities."— Za- 
vater. 

A. mother ex- 
plained to her 
little daughter, 
who could not 
comprehend her 
father's death, 
that God had 
sent for him, and 
would by-and-by 
send for them 
! all, how soon 
they could not 
tell. "Well, then, 
mother," said the 
child, "if God is 
going to send for 
us soon, and we 
don't know just 
when, hadn't we 
better begin to 
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I TTwimblei thftt Sootchmaii iriio, frDm portialit; tu Ote Sem of 
his native land, wiwed a tittle thiatliHlowii in the BriCUh colon; 
where lie had raised Ma tabernacle, and where that nnieaiice to 
agricnlturiste bad been ocknowu ap to that time. It giew 
and fionrished ; and breezes — like the active wind of talk, Qi*t 
Boon propagates a Blander — carried the winged aeedB hither and 
thither, to found for their obnoxious species thooHanda of nev 
homes. It is as luuafe to keep company with one whose ton^e 
is hung too looeely as to ride in a vehicle whose linchpins sic 
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CHAPTER TEE ELEVENTH. 

1. false balaaoe,' used literally, but also a 
all nnrighteoos dealings. With the keen bargaining Bpirit 
cbaracteristiD of the Jews, this must always have been to tiiem 
a beaetting sin.» juat weight, lit. t,faa ttene, beo. Btonea were 
need instead of metal weights. 

Weight! and meaturet {v. I). — I. The text brings bef(«e M 
ttiis Bcdeiiin and important tmth, that God sees and takes notice 
[ of all business transactions. II. The just weight bdng'the 
' simple bot expressive representation of all fair dealing, the 
' woi^ now before ns mean that all fair dealing it God's d^ht 
, III. There must bo joat dealing Cowards God as well as iowaidB 

Punitkinent of fraud in the Em(.— The kind of fraud here 

[ referred to was held in great detestation, uid frequently visited 

1 wiUi severe punishment when detected. " A polioe offloer ob- 

1 serving one morning a female, not a native, csnyisg a Urge 

~ pieoe of cheese, inquired where abe had purchased &. Being 

^norant of the vendor's name, she conducted him to his abep, 

tuid the magistrate eospeoting tihe qoantily to be deSdnt m 

freight, placed it in the scales, and found bis suspidtmB n 

"whereupon he straightway ordered his aLt<5iniaat» to Ot 

of tiesh from the delinquent's person eijoivalent t 

'I'he order was inrtantly e ■--' ' 

2. pride cometh, lit. '■ there hath oomap 
me shame," i.r. on the proud." lowls 

Choldee to raneea!, and denotes etrictly il 
selves, or renounce self. 
nit eri! ^ 
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pack np and get 
ready to go?" 
This incident, 
related to the 
wounded and 
dying inmates 
of an army 
hospital, was the 
means of much 
good. 

c & S. Times, 

Neglecting pre- 
paration for 
eternity is like 
the traveller 
across the desert, 
or through a 
hostile wilder- 
ness, who pro- 
Tides nothing for 
his journey; like 
the ambassador 
to a far country, 
who forgets his 
message ; like the 
invited guest 
who put not on 
the wedding- 
garment; like 
the fool who 
counselled his 
soul to take its 
ease, while Q-od's 
voice called him 
to judgment. 

d Bp. rulers. 



a "A good con- 
science will make 
death easy, and 
take off the terror 
of it; it is the 
privilege of the 
righteous only 
not to be hurt of 
the second death, 
and so not much 
hurt by the first." 
— Hat. Henry. 

"Probity is as 
rarely in accord 
with interest as 
reason is with 
passion."— iSan(a/ 
Dubay. 



mercy and with their sins nnrepented of, they lie down and die, 
Turn again, my son, and behold the end of the old man, whom 
thou sawest heaping up a load of boughs." The hermit looked 
and saw him in vain attempting to remove the pile, which was 
now accumulated far beyond his strength to raise. His feeble 
limbs tottered over their burden, the poor remains of his strength 
were fast ebbing away, the darkness of death was gathering 
around him, and after a convulsive and impotent attempt to lift 
the pile, he fell down and expired.'' 

Bible light refuned, — I once happened to be on a visit to a 
great castle, situate on the top of a hill. There was a steep cliff, 
at tibe bottom of which was a rapid river. Late one night, there 
was a person anxious to get home from that castle, in the midst 
of a thunderstorm. The night was blackness itself ; the woman 
was asked to stop till the storm was over, but she declined ; next 
they begged her to take a lantern, that she might be able to keep 
upon the road from the castle to her home. She said she did not 
require a lantern, but could do very well without one. She went. 
Perhaps she was frightened by the storm — ^I know not the cause 
-—but in the midst of the darkness she wandered from the path, 
and fell over the cliff ; the next day that swollen river washed to 
the shore the poor lifeless body of this foolish woman. How 
many such f ooUsh ones are there who, when the light is offered 
to them, only say, " I am not afraid ; I fear not my end I ^ and 
how many have perished because they have refused the light of 
G-od's truth, which would have gfuided them on the road to 
heaven.** — ^^ Honesty is the best policy.'"'' — A poor but Jio-nest youth. 
— ^A lad who was on his way to an uncle, to ask aid for a sick 
sister and her children, found a wallet containing a sum of money. 
The help sought was refused, and the distressed family was 
pinched with want. The boy revealed his fortune to his mother, 
but expressed a doubt about using any portion of the money. 
She confirmed his good resolution, and the pocket-book was 
advertised, and the owner found. Being a man of wealth, uxx)n 
learning the history of the family, he presented the whole sum 
to the sick mother, and took the boy into his service, who 
ultimately became one of the most successful merchants of the 
day. Honesty always brings its reward, — to the conscience if 
not to the pocket. 

4. day of wrath, any time of national calamity, such as a 

i siege. Then riches rather increase the peril than provide a safe- 

gfuard. righteousness, the men of character are always the 

men of influence and power in times of calamity, from death, 

peril of death." 

The Indian and the quarter of a dollar. — ^An Indian visiting 
his white neighbours, asked for a little tobacco to smoke, and one 
of them having some loose in his pocket, gave him a handfuL 
The day following, the Indian came back, inquiring for the donor, 
saying he had found a quarter of a dollar among the tobacco. 
Being told that, as it was given him, he might as well keep it, he 
answered, pointing to his breast, " I got a good man and a bad 
man here ; and the good man say, it is not mine, I must return 
it to the owner ; the bad man say, why he gave it you. and it is 
your own now : the good man say, that not right, the tobacco is 
yours, not the money ; the bad man say, never mind, you g^t it, 
go buy some dram : the good man say, no, no, you must not do 
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eo : 80 I don't know what to do ; and I think to go to sleep ; but 
the good man and the bad kept talking all night, and trouble me ; 
and now I bring the money back, I feel good." 

6. 6. (5) direct, marg. rectify ; make plain, fall . . "wicked- 
ness, wh. thus is found to bear quite other fruitage than he ex- 
pected. (6) taken, as if in a trap, naughtiness, 1 Sa. xvii. 28. 

Character inlierited. — An old man died a few years ago in the 
Massachusetts State prison. He was seventy-six years old, and 
had spent the last eight years of his life in a cell in that gloomy 
jail. His wife for years had been a prisoner there too, and so 
had his daughter, and seven of his sons. Were not *' the iniquities 
of the father visited upon the children 7 " In that same State, 
seventy years ago, a good minister died, who for forty-one years 
had been a beloved pastor over the same church. He was the 
fourteenth eldest son of the same name and family who had been 
a preacher of tJie Gospel. Since his death, one hundred of his 
descendants have been Christians, and eight of his sons and 
grandflons have also been ministers. Through that blessed family, 
for many long years, t^e Great Father of love has been " showing 
mercy to thousands of tiiiem that love Him and keep His com 
mandments." 

7. expectation, wh. concerned no more than the things of 
this life, unjust men, lit. of vanities^ men of vanity .« 

The terrible in hvmnan hutory {v, 7). — There are two terrible 
events here. I. Death meeting the wicked man. 1. Death does 
not wait for reformation of character ,- 2. The greatest enemies 
of Grod and His universe are overcome. II. Hope leaving the 
human soul.* 

Spira'g death-bed, — Francis Spira, an Italian lawyer, embraced 
Christianity, discovered g^at zeal in its diffusion, and was dis- 
tinguished for his extensive knowledge of the Gk)6pel. When he 
found that he was likely to suffer for the sake of Christ, he pub- 
licly recanted ; and soon after, being seized with Ulness, and 
having the prospect of death before him, he was visited by several 
eminent Christians, who conversed and prayed with him, but with- 
out avail. He died in a state of the most awful despair, declaring 
the impossibility of his finding mercy at the hands of €k)d. 

8. is delivered, from calamities wh. fall upon the wicked." 
in h.is stead, takes his place, enters into the trouble.^ 

Trouble in relation to the righteous and the wicked (v. 8). — ^AU 
men are in trouble. I. The righteous are going out of trouble. 
1. Now partially ; 2. In the future completely. II. The wicked 
are going into trouble. 1. The trouble they are going to is un- 
mitigated ; 2. Unending.' 

A martyr. — It is re£kted, in the memoirs of the celebrated 
William Whiston, that a Protestant, in the days of Queen Mary, 
of the name of Barber, was sentenced to be burned. He walked 
to Smithfield, was bound to the stake, the fagots were piled 
aronnd him, and the executioner only waited the word of com- 
mand to apply the torch. At this crisis, tidings came of the 
qneen*s death ; the officers were compelled to stay proceedings 
till the pleasure of Elizabeth should be known ; and thus the life 
of tiie good man was spared, to labour, with some of his descen- 
dants, sucoeflsfully in the service of the Lord Jesus and His 
Chnrch.^ 



r.S.iJ. TT.ZM&d/n, 
242. 

" A good name is 
properly that re- 
putation of vir- 
tue that every 
man may chal- 
lenge as his right 
and due in the 
opinions of 
others, till he has 
made forfeit of it 
by the vicious- 
ness of his ao 
tious:'— South. 



a "Immortality 
and a future re- 
tribution are pre- 
sumptively sug- 
gested in this 
passage." — O. 
Zdckler. 

b Dr. Thomas, 



a " This proposi- 
tion cannot be 
the result of ex- 
perimental obs«> 
vation, but only 
the fresh vigor- 
ous expression of 
faith in God'a 
justice, such as- 
believes where it 
does not see." — 
Elster. 

b Est. V. 14, vil. 
10; Da.iii. 22,vi. 
22,24. 

c Dr. Thomas. 
"I bless Qod,'» 
said Dr. Watts, 
"I can lie down 
with comfort to- 
night, not being 
anxious whether 
I awake in this 
world or 
another." 
dKT.S. 
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a J)r. Thomas. 
*• When Alexan- 
der saw himself 
wounded and in 
danger of death, 
he then saw the 
vanity of those 
flatterers that 
would have per- 
suaded him he 
was a god. So 
when we see 
those things 
upon which we 
set our hearts, as 
if our chief good, 
as if a deity were 
in them, to be 
wounded and 
ready to perish, 
let us learn to 
alter our 
thoughts of 
them, to take off 
our hearts from 
them."'-Jeremiah 
Bummghs. 
b C. Spencer. 



"The * mouth 
the wicked,' 



a 
of 

the channel of 
impieties, false- 
hoods, impuri- 
ties, and innu- 
merable per- 
nicious errors, 
has caused in all 
ages, and is still 
causing, the 
overthrow of 
States."— i)ar. 
Tlumas, D.D. 

V. 11. W.Reading, 
ii. 578. 

* Dr. Thomas. 

"Morality is that 
relation or pro- 
portion which 
Motions bear to a 
fjlvenrule. It is 
generally used in 
reference to a 
good life."— C. 
Buck. 

«Talk they of 
morals, O thou 
bleeding Lamb! 
The gp:and mo- 
rality is love of 
Thee."— l^bunflf. 
^Adamamtth. 



Sheridan spoke 
in his day of a 
set (^"malicious, 
prating, prudent 
gOBBipB, both 



9. hypocrite, Job viii. 13. mouth, the agent of his decsep- 
tions. " The artifices of that shrewdness which is the instrament 
of wickedness." through knowledge, or superior discernment. 

Hypocrisy and hnoivledge (r. 9). — From the text we may infer — 

1. That hypocrisy is destmctive. It — 1. Implies the pemicions ; 

2. Employs the pernicious. II. That knowledge is restoratiye.' 
Universality of hypoci'isy. — ^The Emperor Frederick III., when 

one said unto him he would go and find some place where no 
hypocrites inhabited, told him he must travel, €hen, far enough 
beyond the SauromatsB, or the Frozen Ocean ; for yet, when he 
came there, he should find a hypocrite if he found himself there. 
And it is true that every man is a hypocrite. Hypocrisy is a 
lesson that every man readily takes in. It continues with age, it 
appears with infancy : the wise and learned practise it ; the 
duller and more rude attain unto it. All are not fit for the wars ; 
learning must have the picked and choicest wits ; arts must have 
leisure and pains ; but all sorts are apt enough, and thrive in the 
mystery of dissimulation. The whole throng of mankind, the 
whole world, is but a shop of counterfeit wares, — ^a theatre of 
hypocritical disguises. Grace is the only antidote.* 

10, 11. (10) goeth well with, in the prosperity of. Perhaps 
meaning when the righteous are set in places of authority and 
honour, shouting, the shout of rejoicing at the loss of evil 
influence. (11) blessing, implying the active benevolence : or 
the prayers he offers for the city's good. The term may, however, 
mean tibie blessing wh. God gives the city for the sake of the 
righteous who are in it. mouth of the wicked, the medium 
for the expression of their evil.* 

Public conscience in relation to moral character (vv. 10, 11). — 
The words lead us to notice — I. The public conscience in relation 
to the righteous. 1. It is gratified by his prosperity ; 2. It 
acknowledges his usefulness. II. Public conscience in relation 
to the wicked. 1. It rejoices in their ruin ; 2. It acknowledges 
their mischief.* 

Regard to the mles of morality, — ^The regard to the general 
rules of morality is what is properly called a sense of duty ; a 
principle of the greatest consequence in human life, and the only 
principle by which the bulk of mankind are capable of directing 
their actions. There is scarce any man who, by discipline, educa- 
tion, and example, may not be impressed with a regard to these 
general rules of conduct, as to act upon almost every occasion 
with tolerable decency, and, through the whole of his life, avoid 
a tolerable degree of blame. Wi&out this sacred regard to the 
general rules of morality, there is no man whose conduct can be 
much depended upon. It is this which constitutes the most 
essential difference between a man of principle and honour and 
a worthless fellow. The one adheres on all occasionfi, steadily and 
resolutely, to his maxims, and preserves through the whole of his 
life one even tenor of conduct. The other acts vaiionaly and 
accidentally, as humour, inclination, or interoBb chainoe t» be 
uppermost.*' 

12, 13. (12) despiseth, showeth contempt for: revileB. 
Only the heartless man is unable to find some goodness in othets. 
holdeth his peaoe, watchful lest he should make mischief. 
He is considerate of the reputation of othezg. (13) talebearer. 
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"one tarading as a pedlar in scandal, whose propensity to talk 
leads him to betray confidence." ' faithful spirit, so one who 
can be tmsted.* 

Types of character in nodal life (vv, 12, 13). — ^Here four distinct 
types of character. I. The insolent. 11. The respectful. III. 
The tattler. IV. The trustworthy." 

Character formed by association, — ^A man's belief is not the 
only thing ihat works upon him. There is a great mistake in 
saying that as a man believes so is he, if you mean that his cha- 
racter depends upon his belief in any technical theological truth. 
What a man is depends in a great measure upon his father and 
mother, and brothers and sisters, and friends ; that is, it depends 
partly on the" things that he believes, and partly upon the influ- 
ences that are working upon him in the family, in the society, 
and in the "party to wMch he belongs. There are a thousand and 
one circmn stances that have much to do with what a man is, and 
his chaxacter is not formed alone by his technical beliefs.' 

14. no ooansel, power to steer or guide : no hehnsmanship ; 
lit, no piloting of a ship by ropes : ch. i. 5. multitude of 
cotinBeilors, assuming that they are wise ones.' 

Wisdom the want o/ states (y. 14). — ^This verse implies three 
facts. I. The people require government. II. The government 
Inquired must be that of intelligence. III. The necessaiy intel- 
ligence must be readied by consultation.* 

TAs faculty of speech. — ^The due and proper use of any natural 
faculty or power is to be judged of by the end and design for 
which it was given us. The chief purpose for which the faculty 
of speech tras given to man is, plainly, that we might communi- 
cate our thoughts to each other, in order to carry on the affairs 
of the world ; for business, and for our improvement in know- 
ledge and leanoing. But the good Author of our nature designed 
us not only neeessaries, but likewise enjoyment and satisfaction, 
in that being He hath graciously given, and in that condition 
of life He ludih placed us in. There are secondaiy uses of our 
faculties ; they administer to delight, as well as necessity : and 
as they are equally adapted to both, there is no doubt but He 
intended them for our gratification, as well as for the support 
and continuance of our being. The secondary use of speech is to 
please imd be entertaining to each other in conversation. This 
IB in every respect allowable and right : it unites men closer in 
allianoes uid Mend^ps ; gives us a fellow-feeling of the pros- 
perity and nnhappiness of each other ; and is in several respects 
servioeable to virtue, and to promote good behaviour in the world. 
And, provided there be not too mu(£ time spent in it, if it were 
considovd only in tiie way of gratification and delight, men must 
have stnuage notions of God and of religion, to tiiink that He 
can be ofEended with it, or that it is any way inconsistent with 
the strictest virtue. But the truth is, such sort of conversation, 
though it has no particular good tendency, yet it has a general 
good one : it is social and friendly, and tends to promote 
hunumily, good-nature, and civility.^ 

15. soret J, strikes hands, as the sign of entering into a com- 
pact, a strangrer, perhaps a foreigner, one with whom he has 
onfy bnsineH relations. Bniart Ibr it, by the exaction of his 
bond, is erorey or flecnre. 



male and female, 
who murder cha- 
racters to kill 
time; and will 
rob a young fel- 
low of his good 
name before he 
has years to 
know the value 
of it." 

6 *• Faithfulness 
is shown not 
only in doing 
what a man has 
been commis- 
sioned to do, but 
in doing it 
quietly, and 
without garru- 
lity."—^*. Com. 
e Dr. Thomtu. 
d Beecher, 

a " In ourpriyate 
aifairs we shall 
often find it to 
our advantage to 
advise with 
many. If they 
agree in their ad- 
vice our way will 
be the more 
clear; if they 
differ, we shall 
hear what is to 
be said on all 
sides, and be tile 
better able to 
determine." — 
McU. Henry. 

Comp. Pr. XV. 22, 
XX. 18, xxiv. 6. 

6 Dr. Thomas. 

v.U. Dr.M.HoU, 
ii.48. 

" When speech Is 
given to a soul 
holy and true, 
time, and its 
dome of ages, 
becomes as a 
mighty whisper- 
ing gallery, 
round which the 
imprisoned u t - 
terance runs, and 
reverberates for 
ever."—/. Mar- 
tineau. 

c Bp, Butter. 



**A money- 
len der. — He 
aerves you in the 
present tense; he 
lends yoa In the 
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CO nditional 
nioorl; keet»you 
in the subjunc- 
tive ; and ruins 
you in the 
future."— -Add <- 
son. 

a J. Selden, 



a 1 PS. lii. 1—4. 

V. 16. Bp. Ken, 
113. 

"The prevailing 
manners of an 
age depend, 
more than we are 
aware of, or are 
willing to allow, 
on the conduct 
of the women. 
This is one of the 
principal things 
on which the 
great machine of 
society turns. 
Those who allow 
the influence 
which female 
graces have in 
contributing to 
polish the man- 
ners of men 
would do well to 
reflect how great 
an influence fe- 
male morals must 
also have on their 
candvict." -Blair. 



a " The good Sa- 
maritan, who 
bathed the j 
wounds, and pro- 1 
Tided for the; 
wants of a plun- * 
dered Jew, ob- 
tained a greater 
profit on the 
transaction than 
the sufferer who 
was saved by his 
benevolence. " — 
Arnot. 

Fs. xlL 3; Mat 
V. 7. 

V. 17. Dr. A. Ree$, 
It. 448. 



a 1 Cor. ix. 11 ; 
3 Cor. ix. 6 ; Jas. 
iii. 18 ; GaL vi. 8. 
h Zttta in 400 
Sks. 

V. 18. S. Hieron, 
i 393 ; Dr. J. Ab- 
badte, L 57; /. 



Mortgage. — In case I receive a thousaiid pounds, and mortgage 
as much land as is worth two thousand to you, if I do not pay 
the money at such a day, I fail. Whether you may take my land 
and keep it in i)oint of conscience ? Answer, If you had my land 
as security wholly for your money, then you are not to keep it ; 
but if we bargain so. that if I did not repay your thousand pounds 
my land shoidd go for it, be it what it will, no doubt you may, 
with a safe conscience, keep it ; for in these things all the obliga- 
tion is servaho Jidem,'* 

16. gracious woman, prob. intended for personification of 
grace. A gracious woman is a sensible. God-fearing woman, 
honour, virtue and character being to her what riches are to 
men.« 

A secret for the ladies. — ^There are women who cannot grow 
old — women who, without any special effort, remain always young 
and always attractive. The number is smaller than it should be, 
but there is still a sufficient number to mark the wide difference 
between this class and the other. The secret of this perpetual 
youth lies not in beauty, for some possess it who are not at all 
handsome ; nor in dress, for they are frequently careless in that 
respect, so far as the mere arbitrary dictates of fashion are con- 
cerned ; nor in having nothing to do, for these ever young women 
are always as busy as bees, and it is very well known Siat idle- 
ness will tret people into old age and ugliness faster thaui over- 
work. The chiarm, we imagine, lies in a sunny temper — ^neither 
more nor less — ^the blessed gift of always looking on the bright 
side of life, and of stretching the mantle of charily over every- 
body's faults and failings. It is not much of a secret, but it is 
all that we have been able to discover, and we have watched such 
with great interest, and a determination to speak truthfully for 
the benefit of the rest of the sex. It is very provoking that it is 
something which cannot be corked up and sold for five shillings 
a bottle ; but as this is impossible, why, the most of us will have 
to keep on growing as ugly and disagreeable as usual. 

17. mercifnl man, one of a generous, charitable disposition. 
"Charity is twice blessed." <■ oruel, as regardless of the wants 
and sufferings of others, his own flesh, poss. intimating that 
such a man would be of a niggardly or penurious disposition. 

Matthew Hale and the poor. — It is said of the excellent Lord 
Chief Justice Hale, that he frequently invited his poor neighbours 
to dinner, and made them sit at table with himself. If any of 
them were sick, so that they could not come, he would send pro- 
visions to them warm from his own table. He did not confine 
his bounties to the poor of his own parish, but diffused supplies 
to the neighbouring parishes as occasion required. He ^w&js 
treated the old, the needy, and the sick, with the tenderness and 
familiarity that became one who considered they were of the same 
nature with himself, and were reduced to no o&er necessities bat 
such as he himself might be brought to. 

18. 19. (18) deoeitfal work, such it will surely prove to tiie 
man himself who does it. sure reward, permanent and satisfy- 
ing return.' (19) life, used inclusively of all true and lasting 
blessings. 

The deeeUfnlness of sin (v. 18).— We have here— 1. Opposite 
charaoteiB. II. Opposite practices. III. Opposite lesolts. To 
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the righteous there ia — 1. A certain reward ; 2. A suitable 
reward ; 3. A satisfying reward ; 4. An abiding reward. Advise: — 

(1) Pause and inquire if such a change has been effected in you ; 

(2) Pray for convincing and converting grace ; (3) Persevere 
through evil and good report.* — The reward of righteousness (v, 
19). — I. Bighteousness proves the spiritual life to be begun in 
our souls ; evil shows l^at our souls are still dead in sin. II. 
Bighteousness is connected with the spiritual nourishment which 
maintains life ; evil with the neglect of such nourishment, which 
occasions death. III. Righteousness leads to courses of action 
which prolong life ; evil, from its very nature, conducts to deatib. 
lY. Bighteousness associates us with those who are alive to God, 
thus helping to maintain life in the soul ; evil unites us with 
those who are spiritually dead, and brings us into the same state 
with them. Y. Bighteousness ensures tihe Divine protection, so 
that life is guarded and defended ; evil incurs God's wrath, which 
is death. YI. Bighteousness conducts to life everlasting in 
heaven ; evil to eternal death in helL 

The violet'Soiver, — One beautiful spring morning, a little child 
sat on the stone at his father's door, in the sui^hine, playing 
with a number of small seeds. He threw them about careleissly, 
untLL there was only one left. " I will plant this in the earth," 
said he. So he ran to a bank, and having made a tiny hole, he 
laid the shining seed within it, and covered it up, raising a little 
heap of earth above it to mark the spot, that he might return to 
look at it again. And the spring sunbeams smiled upon the 
mound where the little seed lay buried, and the gentle dew and 
refreshing rain moistened it. llius was it nourished, till at last 
it opened its smooth case, and spread its clasping fibres round it, 
and grew, and grew, until two little green leaves passed up above 
the soil : these soon raised themselves higher, and at lenglh it 
became a full-grown plant, with two tiny buds, which soon ex- 
panded into sweet blue violets. But the child did not see them, 
for he was far away. When autumn came, these sweet flowers 
faded, and in their plaoe came two little bags of seed, and as 
soon as they were ripe, they showered down on the earth a great 
number of seeds, like Ihe one the little child had planted. While 
the stem cold winter lasted, these little seeds lay snugly in their 
bed of earth ; but when the mild spring sunshine beamed once 
more, they too sprang up, spreading their green leaves and open- 
ing Iheir graceful flowers beside the parent plant ; and every 
succeeding season there sprang up more violet plants, until the 
bank was covered with their luxuriant green leaves, and such a 
number of violets opened their modest flowers, that the air was 
filled with their fragrance, and the passers-by paused to admire 
the lovely spot ; and many took seeds away to plant In their 
gardens, and a little city child carefully carried a young plant to 
her humble home, and placed it in a box in her father's window, 
that it might smile upon her with its sweet blue eyes. Thus 
years went by. The Uttle boy wa£ now a man in a far-off 
country, but his heart still loved his childhood's home, and there- 
f ore he crossed the seas and visited it again in the sweet spring- 
time. When he came to the baxLk of violets, he paused to breathe 
the delicious perfume ; then he remembered how, in his infant 
play, he had sown the solitary seed. ** Can it be," he asked, as 
he looked in astonishment at the spot, "that all these have 

VOL. vii. o.T, o 



Priestt 88; W. 
Laget, li. 172; P. 
MouchoHt iL 63 ; 
O. J. Zollikoffer, 
ii.250;ff. J. Has- 
tings, 369. 
V. 19. Dr. R. 
Graves, Iv. 433. 
"Evil is easily 
discorered. 
There is an in- 
finite variety. 
Gtood is almost 
unique. But 
some kinds of 
evil are almost aa 
difficult to dis- 
cover as that 
which we call 
good; and often 
particular evil of 
this class passes 
for good. It 
needs even a cer- 
tain greatness of 
soul to attain to 
this, as to that 
which is good." — 
Pascal. 

** Good sense and 
good nature are 
never separated, 
though the ig- 
norant world has 
thought other- 
wise. Good na- 
ture, by which I 
mean beneficence 
and candour, is 
the product of 
right reason, 
which, of neces- 
sity, will give 
allowance to the 
failings of others, 
by considering 
that there is no- 
thing perfect in 
mankind; and by 
distinguishing 
that which comes 
nearest to excel- 
lency, though not 
absolutely free 
from faults, will 
certainly produce 
a candour in the 
judge."— Drydm. 
*' 'Tis good na- 
ture only wins 
the heart: it 
moulds the body 
to an easy grace, 
and brightens 
every feature of 
the face: it 
smoothes the un- 
polished tongue 
with eloquence, 
and adds per- 
suasion to the 
finest sense."-* 
StUling/leet, 
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a Fb. ULLVl L SS, 
S6. 

"No combina- 
tlon of men, how- 
ever great in 
numbo:, yast in 
■wisdom, mighty 
in strength, af- 
flaent in r e - 
soaroes, can 
prevent punish- 
ment from be- 
falling the 
wicked. It must 
oome. The 
moral constitu- 
tion of the soul, 
the justice of the 
universe, and the 
almightiness of 
God, render all 
human efforts to 
avoid it futile. 
< Be sore your sin 
will find you 
out.*" — Dav, 
Thomas, DJ>, 

Oe.zLl— & 

h Lr, Amot. 

9,31. J.H.NeVD- 
«ian, StOffects of 
Oie Day, S9; J. A. 
Blade, ilSSS. 



a *'17oM- rings 
were fastened in 
the central divi- 
sion of the nose, 
and hung down 
over the month : 
they have been 
ornaments in 
common use in 
the East from 
the time of the 
potriarohs down 
to the present 
day."— Z>siite4c*. 
Ge. xxiv. 22, 47 : 
I& iii. 21. 
» "'Without 
taste;' void of 
the subtle tact 
and grace, with- 
out which mere 
beauty is as ill- 
bestowed as the 
nose-ring, not on 
a fair woman's 
face, but in the 
snout of an un- 
clean beast."— 



sprang from the one I planted ? " Then, Btoopingr, he gathered a 
flower, and bs he thoughtfully gazed on its simple beauty he 
exclaimed, '' I will never waste a seed again 1 " 

20, 21. (20) firoward, in sense of wilfuL upright, steadily 
waiting on Grod for counsel and guidance, prepared to follow 
cheerfully in His way. (21) hand in hand, a fig. for oom- 
bining together, taken from the custom of clasping hands in 
surelyship. seed . . delivered, though they may be alone and 
unaided.'* 

God's anger with the wicked (v. 20). — To think that Qod is only 
" angry witih the wicked " is but half a truth ; and half a truth 
becomes practically a lie. To picture our Father in heaven all 
in shade. is to hide half His loveliness, and keep His creatures 
terrified away. There is another side to His character.^ 

BioTid to hand. — " Though hajid join in hand."' This is literally 
" hand to hand," the italicised words being added by our transla- 
tors ; and interpreters differing about the meaning of the phrase 
" hand to hand." Fiirst looks upon it as a formula of assuranoey^the 
hand upon it ; " but Gesenius, comparing tiie Arabic, considers it 
a formula of succession, '* for all generations." What our trans- 
lators meant is seen in the note of the Grenevan Version, which 
preceded theirs, and was the same rendering: *' Though they 
make never so many friends, yet shall they not escape." The 
Septuag^t turned tiie phraae somewhat differently: *^He that 
unjustly strikes hands shall not be unpunished." Others take 
the Hebrew word as meaning ''blow." ''Blow after blow 
the wicked will not be amended." It may be objected to 1^ 
interpretation of Gesenius and De Wette that " from generation 
to generation " is expressed in various other ways, principally by 
Dor. On the other hand, the Authorised Version is in accordance 
with Oriental usage : " When two persons make a contract, they 
bring the palms of their hands into contact, and then raise them . 
to their Ups and foreheads." 

22. jewel, better, ring, with reference to the Eastern nose- 
ring, worn by ladies." swine's snout, fr. this it appears that 
in ancient Syria swine wore such rings to prevent them from 
doing mischief, fair woman, of attractive i>ersonaL appear- 
ance, without discretion, lit. one who has turned aside in 
respect to taste : one who lacks moral sensibility.^ One of a 
loose and dissolute conversation.* 

Bedizened wickedness {v. 22). — ^I. Here is a very inoongnious 
conjunction in one person. II. Here is a very revolting con- 
junction in one person. III. Here is a very common conjunc- 
tion in one person. 1. Wickedness is promoted by personal 
attractions ; 2. Wickedness is fond of personal attractions.' 

Taste.-- 

What then is taste, but those internal powers 
Active, and strong, and feelingly alive 
To each fine impulse ? a discerning sense 
Of decent and sublime, with quick disgust 
For things deformed or disarranged or gross 
In species ? This nor gems, nor stores of gold. 
Nor purple state, nor culture can bestow ; 
But God alone, when first His active hand 
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ImprintB the secret bias of the soul. 
He, mighty Parent I wise and just in all, 
Free as the Vital breeze or light of heaven, 
Reyeals the charms of nature.' 

Love of dress : its baneful influence, — ^The Apostle Paul enjoins 
einiplicity of dress npon Christian females, as that which becomes 
a professor of godliness. The Bev. Dr. Judson relates, daring 
his early labours in Burmah, that he found the love of finery 
amongst the native females one of the great difficulties in the 
way of his success. The converts were, however, induced to 
ma]ke this as well as other sacrifices as an evidence of their love 
for Christ. Perhaps Christian females have not sufficiently re- 
garded this subject in the light of a duty, or teachers considered 
tiie influence of their example upon their scholars. In the report 
of the Bev. J. P. Norris on schools inspected in Cheshire, Salop, 
and Staffordshire, in 1860, he expresses his satisfaction at 
noticing an improvement in the matter of dress, especially among 
the younger teachers. He remarks that the serious importance of 
Bimplicity in dress, on the part of schoolmistresses and their 
pupil-teachers, cannot be too earnestly impressed upon them. 
Sach as the teacher is, such wiU her hundred scholars be, more 
or lees. If she is dres^, they too will be dressy ; but with this 
difference — she is dressy to please her fancy, t^ey are dressy to 
tiieir rain. If a dressy teacher could see, with her mind's eye, 
all the consequences of her example, beginning with the admiring 
glanoe at her flounces or ribands, and then tiie pause before the 
shop window, the squandering of the hardly won or (it may be) 
ill-gotten sixpences and shSlings, the awakened vanity, the 
conrtmg of attention, the street flaunting and worse, — if all this 
coold be brought before the young schoolmistress, as in a vision, 
she would understand the full meaning of these words, *' Whoso 
shall offend one of these little ones, it were better for him that a 
millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned 
in the deptii of t£e sea." Mr. Norris says he has wondered 
sometimes that school managers did not see the necessity of 
speaking to l^eir teachers more plainly on the subject. Theee 
remarks, tiiough addressed to female teachezs, contain a truth 
equally applicable to male teachers. 

23. desire, or mere wish. Set in contrast with the esspeeta- 
twn, or strong confidence, of the wicked : as ch. x. 28. only 
good, wh., therefore, can only bring to him prosperity and 
blessing, wrath, that wrath of God wh. surely attends on all 
self-willed, violent, and wicked ways, however prosperous for t^e 
time they may seem." 

Meekness illustrated by the elder tree. — This timber is the 
softest, and can without difficulty be split, cut, and wrought, 
and yet experience proves that it does not rot in water. The 
greater part of the city of Venice stands upon piles of elder, 
which, sunk in the sea, form the foundation of massive buUd- 
ingB. It is the same with meek hearts. There is no better 
foundation for important undertakings of public or private 
Qtility, than that intelligent modesty which is gentie indeed, 
and ready to yield as far as a good conscience will allow, but 
which, nevertheless, lasts and continues stable in &e flood of 
contradiction.* 

g2 



e Matt. Henry, 
d Dr. ThomoM, 
eAimside, 

"As A thief, by 
]*w bomed in 
the lioicfhead for 
theft, ODght, 10 
often as he 
looketh in a 
glASB and per« 
ceiTeth tbe aoar 
thereof, to think 
npon uid deteit 
hiB inclination to 
thatyiee; soonr 
garments, being 
as the soar in the 
forehead of onr 
first parents and 
ourselves for 
their ambitlcm, 
in that they 
sooght to be like 
unto God, should, 
by the right of 
them only, put 
us in mind to 
renounce all 
pride and am- 
bition."— OtMO- 
dray. 

"A celebrated old 
general used to 
dress in a 

by way of making 
himself better 
known. It is 
true, people 
would say, *Wh» 
is that old fool?' 
but it is also 
true that the 
answer was» 
<That is the 
famous general, 
who took such a 
place.' "—Percy. 



a "This V. tells 
us what the de- 
sire and eicpeo- 
tation of the 
wicked are, and 
how they will 
prove, what they 
would have, and 
what they shall 
h a V e." — Matt. 
Henry. 

Ps. X. 17, lEdii. 
25; Is. ZTTi. 8; 
Ka ii 7— IL 

V. S3. /. Buwyan^ 
iiL 1771; Zolli- 
koffer^ L 297. 

b CMtholdt, 
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a V John Ho- 
ward, when he 
(rrew sad about 
Ilia piety, put on 
his hat, and went 
about among the 
poor. He came 
back a gainer." 

h "Avarice is an 
anomaly in the 
unlyerse ; all else 
giresontwhatit 
recdres, but as 
a monster this 
olntohes and re- 
tain&"--Z)av. 
Thomoi, D.D. 

e Pr. xiii 4, 
xxviii. 25; Ps. 
xxiL 29; Is. z. 
16,zviL4;2Ck)r. 
Ix. 6—11. 

d « The water 
that f aUs in re- 
freshing and fer- 
tilising irriga- 
tion is not lost, 
but becomes a 
fair stream, 
fringed with 
flowers, and orer- 
hung with trees. 
So the bounty of 
the liberal man, 
wh. rains down 
blessing^ will 
flow on for ever 
in a beautiful 
river." ~ Words- 
worth, 

e Am. vlil. 4—6. 

/ C. Simeon^ M.A. 

T.^Dr.J.Guyae^ 
203; Dr. J. Dis- 
ney ^ L 316. 

V. 26. J. Douma. 
ii239. 

g WhUeerou, 

•«Cast forth thy 
act, thy word, 
into the ever- 
living, ever- 
working uni- 
verse : it is a 
seed-grain that 
cannot die ; un- 
noticed to-day, 
it will be found 
flourishing as a 
banyan grove, 
perhaps, alas, as 
a hemlock forest, 
after a thousand 
years."— CtoWyte. 

* The Hebrews 
have a saying, 



24 — 26. (24) soattereth, in a good sense; makes "a 
generous distribution of benefactions." The figure is taken 
from the hand-sower, inoreasetli, by gaining spiritual good." 
" There is a distribution tibat enricheth the soul of the distri- 
butor." withholdeth . . meet, is sparing, niggardly, and 
avaricious.* poverty, the miser's feeling of poverty; and 
poverty of God's true blessings, which alone make rich. (25) 
liberal soul, lit. the soul of blessing. fat,<' '* the sleek, well- 
filled look of health becomes the figure of prosperity." 
watereth, lit. lie that raineth shall himself become a river,* 
(26) withnoldeth com, to force up the price.' selletli it, 
at a fair price. 

Christian liberality (y, 25). — ^These words lead us to see — I. 
The spirit we should possess. 1. A spirit of liberality ; 2. A 
spirit of benevolence. II. The benefits that will accrue to the 
possessor of it. 1. From the very exercise of the principle 
itself ; 2. From the immediate agency of Almighty God. Hence 
we may clearly see — (1) From whence comes that leanness of 
which many complain ; (2) What encouragement we have to 
proceed in t^e work before us./ 

Reward of generosity, — Nearly half a century ago, when a 
coach ran daily between Glasgow and Greenodc, by Paisley, on a 
forenoon, when a little past Bishopton, a lady in a coach noticed 
a boy walking barefooted, seemingly tired, and struggling with 
tender feet. She desired t^e coac^nan to take him up, give him 
a seat, and she would pay for it. When they anived at the inn 
in Greenock, she inquired of the boy what was his object in 
coming there. He sa3d he wished to be a sailor, and hoped some 
of the captains would engage him. She gave him half-a-crown, 
wished him success, and charged him to behave well. Twenty 
years after this, the coach returning to Glasgow in the afternoon 
on the same road, when near Bishopton, a sea-captain observed 
an old lady on the road walking very slow, &tigued and weary. 
He desired the coachman to put her in the coach, as there was 
an empty seat, and he would pay for her. Immediately after, 
when changing horses at Bishopton, the passengers were saun- 
tering about, except the captain and old lady, who remained in 
the coach. The lady thanked him for his kindly feeling towards 
her, as she was now unable to pay for a seat. He said he had 
always sympathy for weaiy pedestrians, since he himself was in 
that state when a boy, twenly years ago, near this very place, 
when a tender-hearted lady ordered the coachman to taJce him 
up and paid for his seat. '* Well do I remember that inddent," 
said she ; " I am that lady, but my lot in life has changed. I 
was then independent ; now I am reduced to poverty by the 
doings of a prodigal son." " How happy am I," said the captain, 
" that I have been successful in my enterprises, and am return- 
ing home to live on my fortune ; and from this day I shall bind 
myself and heirs to supply you with twenty-five pounds per 
annum till your death.«^ — Kindness rem£mbered. — Soon after the 
county of Lichfield, in America, began to be settled by the English, 
a strange Indian arrived at an inn, and asked the hostess, as the 
evening was advancing, to provide him some refreshment ; at the 
same tune observing that from failure in hunting he had nothing 
to pay, but promising compensation whenever he succeeded. The 
plea was, however, in vain : the hostess loaded him with oppxo- 
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brions epithets, and declared that it was not to throw away her 
earnings on such creiitares as himself that she worked so hard. 
But as the Indian was about to retire, with a countenance ex- 
pressive of severe suffering, a man who sat by directed tiie hostess 
to supply his wants, and promised her fuU remuneration. As 
soon as the Indian had finidied his supper, he thanked his bene- 
factor, assured him that he should remember his kindness, and 
engaged that it should be faithfully recompensed whenever it 
was in his power. For the present, he added, he could only 
reward him with a story, which, with the permission of the 
hostess, he wished to tell. This being given, from complacency 
in the prospect of payment, the Indian, having found that his 
benefactor read the Bible, thus proceeded: "Well, the Bible 
say, Grod made the world, and then He took him, and looked on 
him, and say. It's all very good I Then He made light, and took 
him, and looked on him, and say, It's all very good I Then He 
made dry land and water, and sun and moon, and grass and trees, 
and took him, and looked on him, and say. It's all very good I 
Then He made beasts, and birds, and fishes, and took him, and 
looked on him, and say, It*s all very good I llien He made man, 
and took him, and looked on him, and say. It's all very good I Then 
He made woman, and took him, and looked on him, and He no say 
one such word." The feelings of the hostess, as the Indian now 
withdrew, may be easily imagined. The arrow which had been 
so acutely barbed could not fail to penetrate her bosom. " Acts 
of unMndness," says the proverb, " are like young birds ; they 
always come home to roost." She had violated the law of bene- 
volence, and deep mortification was one of the forms in which 
the -pemHty was to be paid. The spectator of her punishment 
had occasion, some years after, to go into the wilderness between 
Lichfield and Albany, where he was taken prisoner by an Indian 
scout, and carried to Canada. On his arrival at the principal 
settlement of the tribe, it was proposed by some of the captors 
that he should be put to death ; but during the consultation an 
old woman demanded that he should be given up to her, that she 
might adopt him for a son who had been lost in the war. 
Accordingly he was given up to her, and he i>aaBed the succeed- 
ing winter in her family, amidst the usual circumstances of 
savage hospitality. While, in the course of the following summer, 
he was at work alone in the forest, an unknown Indian came 
and asked him to gfo to a place he pointed out, on a given day ; 
and to this he agreed, though not without some apprehension 
that mischief was contemplated. His fears increased, his promise 
was broken ; the same person repeated his visit, and after excusing 
himself in the best way he could, he made another engagement, 
and kept his word. On reaching the appointed spot he found 
the Indian provided with ammunition, two mu^ets, and two 
knapsacks ; he was ordered to take one of each, and followed his 
conductor, under the conclusion that had he intended him injury, 
he might have despatched him at once. In the daytime tiiey 
shot the game that came in their way, and at night they slept by 
the fire they had kindled ; but the nlence of the Indian as to the 
object of their expedition was mysterious and profound. After 
many days had thus passed, they came one morning to the top of 
an eminence, exhibiting a number of houses rising in the midst 
of a cultivated country. The Indian asked his companion if he 



that Qod is moare 
delighted in ad- 
rerbs than in 
nouns ; 'tis not 
so mneh the 
matter that's 
done, bnt the 
matter how 'tis 
done, that God 
minds. Not how 
much, but how 
well! 'Tis the 
well-doing that 
meets with a 
well-done. Let 
us therefore 
serve Ood not 
nominally or 
verfaially, but ad- 
yerbially."— r«i- 
ninff. 

"As the son 
never leaves off 
shining, though 
clouds some- 
times obscure its 
light ; so we 
must never 
cease to do well, 
even to our 
enemies and 
persecutors." — 
Cawdray, 

"When thy hand 
hath done a good 
act, ask thy heart 
whether it was 
well done."— " 
Fuller. 

"The mountains 
are the most 
stable objects in 
the material 
world ; nature's 
noblest emblem 
of immutability. 
But these have 
'change' written 
upon their stu- 

Sndous brows, 
me is furrow- 
ing them with 
wrinkles— w e a r- 
ing down their 
colossal forms. 
Atmospheric in- 
fluences are sub- 
jecting them to 
continual waste 
and decay. The 
hoary crowned 
Alp is included 
in the doom, 
'All these things 
shall be dis- 
solved.' But 
more enduring 
than mountains 
of primeval 
granite is God's 
kindness."— ir. 
W.Beeeher, 
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a " The meaning 
ii, that he who 
dBSlree good, ab- 
Mlntetlj, for its 
own sake, leako 
nncongciooaly 
striving after the 
fayonr which at- 
tends goodnesB." 
— S^. Com. 

Matt vL 38. 

» Fa. TiL 14—16. 

ejyr. Thamnu. 

V. 27. A. Mac- 

donald,22h 



a Fr. X. 16; Fb. 
zUz. 6; 1 oivL 
17. 

ft Fs. L 8, xdL 
12 ; Je. x?iL 8. 

cSfelOer, 

''When those 
who take root in 
the world wither, 
those that are 
grafted into 
Christ and par- 
take of His root 
and fatness shall 
be fmitfal and 
flouriahing." — 
Matt. Henry, 

d Or. Thomat, 



• "Ebme is the 
ona place wbcare 
hearts an mere 
cf eadb other. It 
is the place of 
Qonfldenoe. It is 
the plaoe wlMve 
we tear off that 
mask of gnaided 
and fnapidoos 
ooHdnesa wh. the 
worid f oroes ns 
to wear in aelf- 
defenoe, and 
where we pour 
oat the nnre- 
serred oommunl- 
oatioDS of full 
and oonfidiag 
hearts. It is the 
q>ot where ex- 
pressions of ten- 



knew the gionnd, and lie eagerly rep«^ted, ** It is liohfielcL*' His 
guide tiien reoalled the eoene at the inn some years before, and, 
bidding him farewell, ezdaimedi *^I that Indian 1 Now I pay 
yon ; go home 1 " * 

27. dlligeiitly, or early in the morning ; the Eastern sign 
of diligence was rising early and setting about a thing earnestly. 
Crood. for others, favour, both from men and from God.' 
mlsonlef, or the injury of others, it, viz., that wh. he desires 
and seeks for others.* 

Good and evil (v. 27). — I. As objects of pursuit. 1. Some 
pursue good ; 2. Some pursue evil, II. As sources of destiny. 
These pursuits bring different results to the soul. 1. The one 
proonreth fayour ; 2. The other disfavour.' 

JDUigeTme. — ^A friend of mine, says Mr. Gumey, one day in- 
quired of the then Lord Chancellor how he managed to get 
through so much business. **0h,** said his lordship, '*I have 
three rules : the first is, I am a whole man to one thing at a 
time ; the second is, I neyer lose a passing opportunity of doing 
anything that can be done ; and the third is, I never entrust to 
other people what I ought to do myself." 

28. trusteth . . riches, wealth itself is not an evil, but 
trust in wealth rather than in God is the very essence of eviL* 
branch, or leaf.^ "Afresh green leaf on a tree, in contrast 
with tiie withered f alHng leaf, to wh. the fool should raUier be 
compared who trusts in Ms ridies." " 

Trusting in riches (v. 28). — ^I. Here is a common tendency. 
Wealth 'as an object of trust — 1. Is spiritually unsatisfying ; 2. 
Necessarily evanescent. II. Here is a terrible catastrophe. 
ShaUfaUl 1. Whence? 2. Whither? 3. When? 4, Why?'* 

Instability of hturnan greatness. — ^How man^ sad illustrations 
does history supply of the passage we have just quoted I The 
Duke of Clarence, having offended his brother, Edward IV., was 
condenmed, in 1478, on unjust pretences, and privately executed 
in the Tower. According to common report, he was drowned in 
a butt of wine. The king, when it was too late, felt the horrors 
of fratricide. When the nobles would sometimes plead for tilie 
pardon of some retainer condemned to suffer for his crimes, 
Edward would recall the death of Clarence, and exclaim, " Oh, 
unhappy brother, no one would speak for you 1" 

29. troubleth, with niggardly and worrying ways : by his 
greediness for gain, the wuid, used as the fype of disappoint- 
ment and dissatisfaction. No gains are of any value if to win 
them we sacrifice t&e peace and joy of our heme.** servant, he 
so ruins his own mind by his evil ways that he becomes, as a 
slave, dependent on those who have understanding. 

Family life (v. 29). — The words imply three things. I. That 
peace should be the grand aim of all the members of &e domestic 
circle. II. That there are some members who breali the peace of 
their domestic circle. III. That those who break the peace of 
their domestic circle are fools. 1. They get no good by it; 2. 
They get degradation by it.* 

A lumS'troubler. — '' I called," said a minister, " some time ago 
to see a mother. She was in distress ; she not only wept, but 
wept aloud. * What is the matter ?* I inquired. ' O, my child.' 
and she wept again — ^ O, my child is committed to prison,* and 
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again she 'v^ept, — * O, my child is just committed to prison, and I 
fear he will never, never return to his father^s house ;' and she 
wept again, and with all my firmness I could not forbear weeping 
too. I was afraid to ask the cause. I did not need, for she sud, 
' O that theatre 1 he was a virtuous, kind youth, till that theatre 
proved his ruin.' This was her testimony — ^it was the young 
man's also." ** One theatre," said a learned and observant judge, 
'* destroys more souls than fifty churches can save."'' 

30, 31. '(30) frnit, that wh. the righteous man says and 
does ; the result of his moral integrity.' tree of life, a growth 
fr. wh. there springs forth life for many, winneth, etc^ 
better, '^A wise man winneth souls." ^ (31) recompensed, 
with just, Bivine xeoognition of their fidlings and sins. '* The 
righteous is punished for his leeser sins, or as a discipline ; much 
more the wicked."'^ 

A word to winners qfsofdg (v. 30). — ^I. For he has a blessing in 
the winning. 1. The best way to keep our own souls in h^th 
is to seek those of others ; 2. Thebestwaytobenefit our brethren 
is to seek souls. II. For he has a blessing in the won. 1. Every 
soul we win for Christ is a token of His favour ; 2. Causes, or 
should cause, more watehfulness ; 3. Is an additional helper for 
us. ni. For he has a blessing stored up in heaven. 1. fkalted 
position — ^'^ shine as the stars;" 2. Perpetual preferment — "for 
ever and ever ;" 3. Unbounded delight.* 

Winning sotiU. — ^The following is language held by a colporteur 
of the American Tract Society, in Florida : — ^A colporteur must 
count the cost, admonished by Him who came to seek and to 
save that which was lost. Bodily strength and vigour of health 
are porerequisites. He must be willing to abide with the poorest 
and most ignorant of our fellow-men, and be content with the 
humblest fare ; cheerfully endure cold and heat, hunger and 
thirst, labour and fatigue, if souls may be benefited and the 
kingdom of our Redeemer promoted. Above all, he needs an 
entu!e reliance on the Divine aid and gfrncLance, and must have 
his own heart subdued by the Spirit of God. Though I have 
sunk in the bogps, and have extricated myself only by excessive 
labour ; have broken down in the midst of a difficult stream, in 
the sickly and hot season, and waded out with my boxes of 
books ; have been lost two days in the woods without food for 
myself or horse ; have lain in the wild forest, far from any 
habitation, while the storm was raging about me, or only the 
howling of wolves and of other wild beasts was heard ; yet these 
trials of hunger, thirst, and exposure are of little account if I 
can but win souls to Christ."' 



CHAPTER TEE TWELFTH. 

1. instrtLOtion, in the wider sense of discipline, wh. comes 
through the providences and experiences of life, knowledge, 
the practical knowledge that enables a man to guide his life 
aright, reproof, wh. comes so surely in the providential deal- 
ings of God. brutish, incapable of being influenced by reason 
ai:d experience." 



demess gnah oat 
without any 
sense of awk- 
wardness, and 
without any fear 
of ridicule."—/'. 
W.RelberUon, 

bjyr. Thomas. 

c WhUeerou. 

a "The fmlt of 
a life is the in- 
Toluntaiy and 
regular ezprea- 
sion of what the 
man is in heart 
and souL"— A»r. 
Thomast DJ>. 

h Da. xiL 3; Ja. 
V. 19, 20; 1 Oor. 
ix. 19, 22, S3. 

c 1 Pe. iv. 18. 

« God would have 
us read our sins 
in our judg- 
ments, that we 
might both re- 
pent of our sins, 
and give glory to 
His justice."— 
Bp. Hail. 



d Stem* 
Tvoigi. 



and 



V. 30. H. WUkin- 
son, L 49 ; J. Al- 
Hene,Rein. 47; J. 
Craig, i. 384;^: 
BensonyL 150; J. 
Newton, y. 191 ; 
E.Bather,m.t^. 

v.ZL P.P^le,iL 
530; Sifd. Smith, 
164; W. mnd, i. 
285. 

e Cheever. 



a "The difference 
bet. man and 
brute lies chiefly 
in the capacity 
of the former for 
progress and im- 
provement, and 
that capacity de- 
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pends npon his 
villingnesB to 
submit to disci- 
pline and ednca- 
tiou."— <5(pit. Com. 
Pa.xlix.l0.1zziiL 
23. zcii. 6; FT. 
xxz. 2. 

*" Those that de- 
rire to live in 
loose ftunllies 
and societies, 
where they may 
be under no 
check, that stifle 
the convictions 
of their own con- 
sclences, and 
count those their 
enemies who tell 
them the trutii, 
are the brutish 
here meant."— 
Matt. Henry. 

b Dr. Thanuu. 

9. 2. P. Skelton, 
m. 272; Dr. S. 
Johnson^ L 12L 

a Fs. L 8, XT. 6 ; 
Je. xrii. 8. 

«'Tis Nature's 
law that none, 
the meanest of 
created things, of 
forms created the 
most vile and 
brute, the dullest 
or most noxious, 
should exist 
divorced from 
good— a spirit 
and pulse of good, 
a life and eoul to 
every mode of 
being inseparably 
linked,"— FTord*- 
warth. 

b American Mag. 



aIlu.iii.U; Pr. 
zxxiL 16. 

b " Lit. a worm- 
eating, i.e. a ruin 
inwardly under 
mining and 
slowly destroy- 
iag."—O.Zodtler. 

c Dr. Thomas. 

A virtuous wo- 
man is a source 
of honour to her 
husband ; a vici- 
ous one causes 
himdii^race. 



Good and evil (v, 1). — Grood and evil ore presented in three 
aspects. I. In relation to intelligenoe. 1. The good loves in- 
stractlon; 2. The evil hates intelligence. II. In relation to 
Divine judgment. 1. The good secores the favour of God ; 2. 
The evil incurs condemnation. III. In relation to their stand- 
ing. 1. The evil have no stability; 2. The good are firmly 
established.* 

Note on prudence and rectitude. — Bectitude — from the Latin 
word rectus^ right, straight. I^dence — wisdom applied to 
practice. Prudence is principally in reference to actions to be 
done, and due means, order, season, and method of doing or not 
doing. Pliny report^ of one Oresianus, who from a little piece 
of ground got much wealth, and more than his neighbours could 
from a great quantity, whereupon he was accused of witchcraft ; 
but to defend himself he brought forward his servants and 
instruments of labour on the day of trial, and said, ** These, 
Romans, are all my witchcrafts ; I say not to my servants, ^ Go 
and do this,* but ' Gome, let us do this and that,' and so the 
work goeth on. The keys that men keep in their pockets and 
use every day, wax brighter and brighter ; but if they be laid 
aside and hung by the walls they soon grow rusty." 

2, 3. (2) obtainetli, or draws out. man . . devices, the 
Heb. has no word for wicked. It means " the man of plots ;" 
perhaps suggesting the man of mere intellect without goodness. 
(3) estabJislied, set firm. The apparent prosperity of the 
wicked became a sore puzzle oftentimes to the righteous, so tiiey 
needed such an assurance as this, root, representing the 
righteous b& a firmly-established tree.* Gomp. our Lord's fig. 
Matt. viL 24—27. 

Gwided by integrity. — A company of boys in Street, 

Boston, one day after school, were engaged in snowballing. 
William had made a good hard snowball. In throwing it he 
" put in too much powder," as the boys say— he threw it too 
hard — and it went further than he intended, right through a 
parlour window. All the boys shouted : " There, youll catdi it 
now. Bun, Bill, run I" They then took to their heels. But the 
brave William straightened up and looked sober, as he said, "I 
shall not run." He then started directly for the house where 
the window had been broken. He rang at the door, acknow- 
ledged what he had done, and expressed his regret. He then 
gave his name, and the name of his father, and his father's place 
of business, and said the injury should be repaired.^ 

4. virttLotLS woman, not merely a chaste woman, but one 
in whom is strength of character: a woman of power;* a 
capable woman ; one in whom her husband can fully trust 
crown, or garland ; the emblem of honour and renown, of 
gladness and of joy. Her care and wise ruling in the house 
crown him with prosperity and happiness, maketb. ashamed, 
by incompetency or self-indulgence, rottenness, etc.f^ bee no 
prosperities can endure wastefolness in the home. 

The queen of the household (v. 4). — ^In that — ^I. She exercises a 
control over him — crown the insignia of rule. II. That she 
confers a dignity upon him — a crown is a dignity.^ 1. Her 
excellence ju^ifies his choice ; 2. Her management enriches his 
exchequer ; 3. Her influence exalts his character.^' 
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The household queen, — 

Eyes not dowii-dropp*d, nor over bright, but fed 
With the dear-pointed flame of chastity : 

Locks not wide dispread, 
Madonna- wise, on either side her head ; 
Sweet lips, whereon perpetually did reign 
The summer calm of golden charily, 

Were fixed shadows of &y fixed mood, 
Revered Isabel, the crown and head. 
The stately flower of female fortitude, 

Of perfect wifehood and pure lowlihood. 



A courage to endure and to obey— 
A hate of gfossip parlance, and of sway. 
Crowned Isabel, through all her placid life. 
The queen of marriage— a most p^ect wif e.** 

Woman^s voice. — 

Not in the swaying of the summer trees, 

When evening breezes sing their vesper hymn — 
Not in the minstrel's mighty symphonies, 

Kor ripples breaking on the river's brim. 
Is eairth's best music ; these may have awhile 
High thoughts in happy hearts, and carking cares beguile. 

But even as the swallow's silken wings, 

Skimming the water of the sleeping lake. 
Stir the stUl silver with a hundred rings — 

So doth one sound the sleeping spirit wake 
To brave the danger, and to bear the harm — 
A low and gentle voice — dear woman's chiefest charm. 

An excellent thing it is I and ever lent 
To truth and love, and meekness ; they who own 

This gift, by the all-gracious Giver sent, 
Ever by quiet step and smile are known ; 

By kind eyes that have wept, hearts that have sorrow'd — 

By patience never tired, .fit)m their own tri^ borrow'd. 

An excellent thing it is when first in gladness 

A mother looks into her infant's eyes — 
Smiles to its smiles, and saddens to its sadness — 

Pales at its paleness, sorrows at its cries ; 
Its food and sleep, and smiles, and little joys — 
All these come ever blent witji one low gentle voice. 

An excellent thing it is when life is leaving — 
Leaving with gloom and gladness, joys and cares — 

The strong heart failing, and the high soul grieving 
With strangest thoughts, and wild unwonted fears ; 

Then, then a woman's low soft sympathy 

Gomes like an angel's voice to teach us how to die. 

But a most excellent thing it is in youth. 
When the fond lover hears the loved one's tone, 

That fears, but longs, to syllable the truth — 
How their two hearts are one, and she his own ; 

It makes sweet human music — Oh 1 the spells 

That haunt the trembling tale a bright-eyed maiden tells ! ' 



V.4. A Snawid, 
i. 168. 

d Tmnjfion. 

"The very first 
of human life 
most spring from 
woman's breast; 
your first small 
words are taught 

Sou from her 
ps; your first 
tears quench'd 
by her, and your 
last sighs too 
often breathed 
out in a woman's 
hearing, when 
men have shrunk 
from the ignoble 
care of watching 
the last hour of 
him who led 
them."— Zord 
Byron. 

"Oh, woman I 
that some one 
of you wUl take 
an everlasting 
pen into your 
hands, and grave 
in psLper (which 
the writ shall 
make more last- 
ing than the 
marble monu- 
ments) Tour 
matchless vmnes 
to posterities ; 
which the de- 
fective race of 
envious man 
strives to con- 
ceal 1 ""Beaumont 
and Fletcher. 

"HI- temper in 
tDoman. — Fie, fie I 
unknit that 
threat'ning un- 
kind brow ; and 
dart not scornful 
glances from 
those eyes, to 
wound thy lord, 
thy king, thy 
governor; it 
blots thy beauty, 
as frosts bite the 
meads; con- 
founds thy fame, 
a s whirlwinds 
shake fair buds ; 
and in no sense 
is meet, or 
amiable."~/8Kaie- 
tpeare. 

e Edwin ArnoUL 
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4 <* TTpon the xe- 
gnlation of our 
thoughts de- 
pends the regn- 
lation of our 
lives. To think 
well is the way 
to act rightly."— 
PtOeif. 

h 8pk, Com. 

''Thoughts are 
the mort wonder^ 
ful things in con- 
nection with hu- 
man life. They 
are the factors of 
character, and 
tile primal forces 
of history. By 
thought man 
builds up his own 
world, and it is 
eyer to him the 
realest world."— 
Dav. Thomas, 
D.D. 

*<So spake the 
cherub, and his 
grave risbuke, 
severe in youth- 
ful beauty, added 
grace invincible : 
abash'd the devil 
stood, and felt 
how awful good- 
ness ia."—MUUm. 

cR.T,8. 



a BUxtg. 

h " Better is he 
that laboureth, 
and aboundeth 
in all things, 
than he that 
bOBsteth himself 
and wanteth 
bread." — Fbrd*- 
tcorth. 

"Respectable me- 
diocrity is better 
than boastful po- 
verty."—!^. 
Com. 

"That man is to 
be accounted 
poor, of whatever 
rank he be, and 
suffers the pains 
of poverty, whose 
expenses exceed 
his resources; 
and no man is, 
properly speak- 
ing, poor, but 
he."— PW<y. 



6 — 7. (5) thoughts, or pnrposes." light, aim at simple 
justice and righteousness. "Habits of good and evil reach 
beyond the region of outward act to that of impulse and voli- 
tion." * counsels, or deliberate plans, contrasted with casual 
thoughts of the righteous. deoelL, not truth, or righteousness, 
or charity. (6) words, or expressed designs, for blood, ch.. 
i. 11, 18. deliver them, either the righteous themselves, or 
those whom they defend from the wicked. (7) overthrown, 
Ps. acxxvii. 34—36. 

Moral contrasts (vv. 5 — 7). — I. Thought. If the thought of 
the righteous is right, his words and actions will correspond. If 
the counsels of the wicked are deceit, what must his thought 
have been? 11. Word. The deceitful words of wickedness are 
to lure men to destruction, but the plain and honest speech of 
truth is to extricate men from the snare of the wicked. UL 
Destiny. The wicked are overthrown in position and the 
reputation of man and God, while the righteous wHl be secure. 

A Stmday scholar. — ^Little Jane was a Sunday scholar whom 
every one of her Christian friends loved. Whatever seat was 
vacant at nine o'clock on a Sunday morning, hers was always 
filled. She was so poor that potatoes and bread constituted her 
only sustenance, while she was the victim of a severe and 
wasting ague. She called on her teacher one Monday, who saw 
traces of disease, hunger, and exhaustion in her expressive coun- 
tenance, and forced some nutritious food upon her. Jane 
retired into a corner, and hastily ate one half only of this oppor- 
tune luxury; the other half was stealthily committed to her 
empty pocket. The action did not escax)0 the keen eye of her 
teacher. "Jane, my dear," said the t^sMsher, "what are you 
saving it for ? I am sure you can eat it alL" 13ie little invalid 
looked confused, as she answered, " It is for my brother Tommy ; 
he has got the ague too."« 

8, 9. (8) according to, lit. at the mouth, or direction of. 
In exact proportion to. wisdom, or practical shrewdness, 
perverse heart, lit. the crooked in heart. "The perverse 
man, who does not see things as they are, and therefore acts per- 
versely and injudiciously."" be despised, or ooine to shame. 
(9) hath a servant, oris a servant to himself , sets to work to 
earn, is willing to labour, honoureth hunself, with the 
foolish idea that labour is ignoble, and so lets his hands hang 
idle.* A hit at the impoverished pride of birth. 

The basis of rejmtation (v. 8). — I. Hollow praise is sometimes 
given to men for other things — as knowledge, title, accidental 
good fortune. II. True praise is based on wisdom, because when 
rightly understood it denotes moral qualities of a high order. 
The wise man is humble, charitable, sagacious, Grod-fearing. 

Power of knowledge and force of example. — One day, in the 
year 1814, a workman hurried into Stephenson's cottege with 
the startling information that the deepest main of the colliery 
was on fire 1 He immediately hastened to the pit-head, about a 
hundred yards off, whither the women and children of the 
colliery were running, with wildness and terror depicted in every 
face. In a commanding voice Stephenson ordered the engine- 
man to lower him down the shaft in the corve. There was 
danger, it might be death, before him, but he must go. He was 
soon at the bottom, and in Ihe midst of the men, who were 
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paralysed at the danger which thxeatened the lives of all in the 
pit. Leaping from the corye on its touching the gnronnd, he 
called out, ** Axe there six men among you who have Uie courage 
to follow me ? If so, come, and we will put the fire out." The 
killing «7orth pitmen had the most perfect confidence in their 
engine-wright, and they readily volunteered to follow him. 
Silence succeeded the &antic tumult of the previous minute, 
and tiie men set to work with a will. In every mine, bricks, 
mortar, and tools enough are at hand, and by Stephenson's direc- 
tion the materials were forthwith carried to the required spot, 
where, in a very short time, a wall was raised at the entrance to 
the main, he himself taking the most active part in the work. 
The atmospheric air was by this means excluded, the fre was 
eztingaished, most of the people in the pit were saved from 
death, and the mine was preserved.' 

10. regardeth, knoweth. "All true sympathy and care 
must grow out of knowledge. The righteous man tries to know 
the feelings and life even of the brute beast, and so comes to 
care for it."* Ills "beast, esp. the animal that in any way 
renders him service.^ tender mercies, or bowels. The refe- 
xenoe is prob. to the action of the wicked towards their fellow- 
men ; and the contrast intended may be thus expressed : " The 
righteous more regards a beast than the wicked a man."' 

Ihety to animal (v. 10). — ^I. Consider the relation of man to 
the lower creatures. He is their lord, ruler — ^not torturer. They 
are to minister to his need, not to the violence of his passions or 
vicions curiosiiy. A word on vivisection. II. Out of this con- 
sideration will grow a proper regard for the life of dumb crea- 
tures. A-niTnala kept for use wUl be cared for, properly fed, not 
overtasked. The enforced confinement of pet animals should be 
compensated by kind treatment. III. A proper regard for the 
lower animals would very much affect what is called sport. 
Christian legislation has already abolished many of the pastimes 
that Involved cruelty to animals, and inscribed on the statute 
book laws against such cruelty. lY. Disregard is the evidence 
of a brutal mind, and degrades man to the level of beasts of 
prey. 

ChnUl drivers. — He very often mingled with affairs in the 
street as he passed along. One day, when he saw a man beating 
hjs horse brutally, he stepped up to him and said very seriously, 
''Dost thou know that some i)eople think men change into 
ATiiTn^la when they die ?** The stranger's attention was arrested 
by such an unexpected question, and he answered that he never 
viras acquainted with anybody who had that belief. ^ But some 
people do believe it," rejoined Friend H(n)per ; " and th^ also 
believe that animalB may become men. Now I am thinking if 
thou dionldest ever be a horse, and that horse should ever be a 
man with such a temper as thine, the chance is thou wilt get 
some cruel beatings." Having thus changed the current of his 
angfiy mood, he proceeded to expostulate with him in a friendly 
wajr, and the poor beast was reprieved, for that time at least.' 

11. tillefh his land, with foresight and diligence, satis- 
fied, with the sure rewards of his toU. vain persons,o those 
-wbo have no need of toil, and have others as servants or 
zetainers dependent on them. The lot of such retainers is 
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b "God put all 
under the do- 
minion of man: 
some to serve 
him in one way, 
and some in an- 
other ; some to 
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with their 
beauty, others to 
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ties and 
nestfes. 



idle 



M£an should 
not eat of honey 
like a drone from 
othersi laboora 

*He did not se- 
clude Himself 
into the constant 
retirements of a 
cloister, nor into 
the farther re- 
cesses of a wllder- 
liess (as some 
others hare 
done), but con- 
versed freely and 
indifferently 
with all sorts of 
men— even the 
most contemp- 
tible and odious 
sort of men, pub- 
licans and sin- 
ners; like the 
sun, with an im- 
partial bounty, 
liberally impart- 
ing his pleasant 
light and com- 
fortable warmth 
to aXL."— Barrow. 



aZdckler, 
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'*The meaning 
is, the wicked de- 
sire to be as apt 
in all the strata- 
gems by wh. ad- 
vantage is taken 
of others as the 
most cunning of 
evil men." — Dav. 
TfwmaSf D.D. 



* The net of evil 
men is that in 
wh. they are 
taken, tlie judg- 
ment of God in 
wh. they are en- 
snareil. This they 
run into with 
such a blind in- 
&tuation that it 
seems as if they 
were in love with 
their own ^e- 
Btruction."— iSlpit. 
Com, 



here indicated.* *' Idleness leads to worse evil than that of 
hunger. ' 

Indmtry and idleneM (v, 11). — I. Every one has something, if 
not land, that he may till. II. The indostrions toiler will have 
at least bread, in. The results of honest toil will be satisfying. 
IV. If one has understanding he will not follow the empty, but 
will rather seek to lead them in a more excellent way. 
• Ikirl of Chatham. — ^The celebrated Earl of Chatham performed 
an amount of business, even minute, which filled common im- 
provers of time with astonishment He knew not merely the 
great outlines of public business, the policy and intrigues of 
foreign courts, but his eye was on every part of the British 
dominions, and scarcely a man could move without h's know- 
ledge of the man and of his object. A friend one day called on 
him when Premier of England, and found him down on his 
hands and knees, playing at marbles with his little boy, and 
complaining bitterly iti&t the rogfue would not play fair, gaily 
aiding, " that he must have been corrupted by the example of 
the French." The friend wished to mention a suspicious-looking 
stranger, who for some time had taken up lodgfings in London. 
Was he a spy, or merely a private gentleman ? Chatham went 
to his drawer, and took out some scores of small portraits, and 
holding up one whidi he had selected, asked, " Is that the man?*' 
" Yes, the very person." *• Oh I I have had my eye on him from 
the moment he stepped on shore." All this was accomplished 
by a rigid observance of time, never suffering a moment to pass 
without pressing it into service. 

12,nL3.^(12) desireth the net, a difficult expression. "The 
wicked desireth the spoil of evil doers." " " The wicked longs 
for the prey of evil men." * The marg. gives another word for 
netjY\z.^ fortress, root, the part wh. is fixed and stable; the 
firm principles and rootings in righteousness, fimit, the word 
safety^ or security would appear to afford a more predse contrast 
(13) is snared, or is himself snared by the evU. speaking with 
wh. he seeks to overthrow others. Lies are the language of the 
crafty, come out of, if he may get into trouble, trutJi, in- 
tegrity, and uprightness will ensure deliverance sooner or later. 

Ensnaring words {v. 13). — ^The words of the text are found to 
be true — ^I. When the liar contradicts a previous^statement. IL 
When the calumnious unintentionally reveal their malicioQS 
motive. III. When the sophistical are tested by a rigid logic, or 
an appeal to facts. 

Ahd-eUKadir and the rohhers. — ^Abd-el-Kadir, of Ghilan, having 
obtained permission from his mother to go to Bagdad and devote 
himself to the service of God, thus describes her parting oounsek 
and records an incident in his early career which beautifully 
illustrates the power of truth. "She wept, then taking out 
eighty dinars, she told me that as I had a brother, half of that 
was all my inheritance. She made me promise when she gave it 
to me that I would never tell a lie, and afterwards bade me fiare- 
well, exclaiming, * Go, my son, I consign thee to Gk)d ; we shall 
not meet again till the day of judgment.* I went on well till I 
came near to Hamadom, when our k&filah was plundered by 
sixty horsemen. One fellow asked me what I had got 
'Forty dinars,' said I, 'are sewed under my garments.' He 
laughed, thinking, no doubt, I was joking with him. * What 
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liave you got?' said another. I gave him the same answer. 
When they were dividing the spoil, I was called by the chief. 
'What property have you got, my little fellow?' said he. *I 
have told two of your people already,' I replied ; ' I have forty 
dizuus sewed up carefully in my clotJies.' He ordered them to 
be ripped open, and found my money. * And how came you,' 
said he, witili surprise, Ho declare so openly what has been so 
carefully hidden ?' * Because,' I replied, ' I will not be false to 
my motifier, to whom I have promised that I will never tell a 
lie I' 'Child,' said the robber, 'hast thou such a sense of thy 
duty to thy mother at thy years, and am I insensible at my age 
of the duly I owe to my God ? Give me thy hand, innocent 
boy,' he continued, * tliat I may swear repentance upon it.' He 
did so. His followers were all alike struck with the scene. 

• You hare been our leader in our guilt,' said they to their chief, 

* be the same in the path of virtue ;' and they instantly, at his 
order, made restitution of their spoil, and vowed repentance on 
my hand." 

14. firait of his mouth, i.e. rational and benevolent dis- 
course, recompense, etc^ retributive law surely governs the 
universe." hands, a man's works, are the fruit of his hands, as 
his words are the fruit of his lips. Both good words and good 
works return upon a man in blessings. 

Hetributians of lip and life (v. 14). — I. The retributions of the 
lip. Good speech is — 1. Sincere ; 2. Truthful ; 3. Benevolent. 
Such speech satisfies— (1) In its action on its own mind ; (2) In 
the effect he sees produced on others ; (3) In the conscious 
approbation of God. II. The retributions of the life. This is 
inevitable — 1. From the law of causation ; 2. From the law of 
conscience ; 3. From the law of righteousness.^ 

Reward of benevolence sometimes immediate. — Occasionally a 
benevolent action wrought in faith brings with it an instan- 
.taneous recompense in kind; therein Providence is seen as 
smiling upon the deed. The late John Andrew Jones, a poor 
Baptist minister, whilst walking in Cheapside, was appealed to 
by some one he knew for help. He had but a shilling in the 
world, and poised it in his mind, to give or not to give. The 
greater distress of his acquaintance prevailed, and he gave his 
all, walking away with a sweet remembrance of the promise, 
" He th&t hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord, and 
that which he hath given, will He pay him again." He had not 
gone a hundred yards further before he met a gentleman who 
said, '' Ah, Mr. Jones, I am glad to see you. I have had this 
sovereign in my waistcoat p<>cket this week past for some poor 
minister, and you may as well have it." "Mx. Jones was wont 
to add, when telling the story. '^ If I had not stopped to give 
relief I should have missed ihe gentleman and the sovereign 
too."^ 

15, 16. (16) fool, here the self-willed as well as the thought- 
less, right . . eyes, i.e, he takes no advice, but with self -con- 
fidence follows on his own wilful way." ooiinsel, from those who 
have wisdom and experience.^ The wise man is ever a wiUing 
listener to wise counsels. *' He is a fool that is governed by his eye, 
and not by his conscience. He is wise whose ear is always open 
to good advice."* (16) presently, very soon : because he has 



"Out of the 50,000 
words or so in the 
English tongue it 
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tf **HeiSflkvto 
denoanoe his in- 
solten."— Aiu- 

When Dr. Swift 
was arguing one 
dftj, with great 
cootaesB, with » 
gentleman who 
had become ex- 
ceedingly wann 
in the dilute, 
one of the com- 
pany asked him 
how he ooold 
keep his temper 
80 well. "The 
ppawan is,*' re- 
plied the Dean, 
** I have truth on 
my side." 

9.16. J.BalffUf, 
L167. 

«. 16. i^d. Smith, 
11409. 

''The greatest of 
fools is he who 
imposes on him- 
self, and in his 
greatest (xmoem 
thinks certainly 
he knows that 
which he has 
least studied, and 
of which he is 
most prof oondly 
ignorant." — 

*'Smre]yheisnot 
a fool that hath 
nnwiae thonghts, 
bathe that utters 
them:'— Bishop 
Matt, 

e Krummaeher, 



aS^ Com. 

b *' The edge of a 
sword Is called 
its mouth in 
Heb. (Ex. zvii. 
18; Nu. xxi.24.) 
The tongue of 
the wise is con- 
trasted with the 
mouth of the 
sword brandish- 
ed by the slan- 
derer." — Wordi' 
worth, 

e "We should 
make oonsdenoe 



not chanMifcpr and adf-nnmniand enough to zeetrain his wrath. 
ooveretli shame, or haaiy anger that might bring shame.'' 

The wag pf the foal (r. 15). — ^L Bight in his own eyes, because, 
being a fool, he is ignoraat of better wajB. n. Bemg a fool he 
is too proud to adcnowledge what he nu^ see to be good in the 
ways it otheia IIL Although right in his own eyes, it is wrong 
in the sight of others, — the good and wise, and God. Anoint 
thine eyes with ^ye-aalye. 

A parable offMy. — ITaiapli the son of an Eastern x>rinoo, had 

been educated in the TaUeyof the wise men, and had passed 

theie the days of his boyhood. Then his father sent him to 

Peisia to finish his edacation, and to learn the ways and manneis 

of men. Perfect liberty was granted to the yoath ; bat Semjah, 

his did master, secretly watched tiie life and doings of the pnnoe. 

When he arrived in Peisia, he was led away by the pleasures of 

the capital and the tormoil of Inxnrioas life ; so that he forgot 

his destination, and thooghtiessly gave ap his heart to pleasure : 

he rememb&ced no longer his royal calling. When he was one 

day walking in the pleasore-gardens of Ispahan, Semjah passed 

him in the garb of a pilgrim, having a staff in his right hand. 

Bnt Hazael £iew Semjah, and asked him, " Whence oomest Ihon, 

and whither goest thoa ?" Semjah answered, and said, " I know 

not." Hien the youth marveUed, and said, '* Hast thou left ihy 

home, and dost thon travel abroad not knowing whither?" 

Semjah answered, ^ I have forgotten it : I walk to and fro ; and 

the path which seems to me the widest and the most pleasant, 

that chooae L" "And whither wiU such bootless wanderings 

lead thee 7 " asked the astonished youth. Semjah answered, " I 

Imow not : why should I care ?" Then B[azael turned to those 

who stood ajound him, and said, ** This man was the teacher of 

my youth, and full of wisdom; but, behold I he has grown 

foolish, axuL lacks understanding. Alas 1 how is he changed, and 

become like another being I" Then Semjah threw down his 

wallet, and went to the youth, and said, " IJiou sayest it, HazaeL 

my life has changed like thine. Formerly, I was thy guide, and 

thou didst follow me in the way which I showed thee. But now 

I have ceased to be thy guide ; I have b^fun to follow thee. 

Behold my wandering ! wherein I lose sight of the way, and tiie 

goal is like thine : reason has departed from thee, even as it has 

quitted me. Who is the more foolish, thou or I ? and which of 

us is wandering in the worse path ? " Thus said Semjah. Then 

Hazael acknowledged his transgression, and returned to tbe way 

of wisdom, which Semjah had &ught him.' 

17 — ^10. (17) truth, strict absolute truth, without conceal- 
ment or deception. The point in this verse is the " inseparable 
union bet. truth and justice. The end does not justify the means, 
and only he who breathes and utters truth makes the righteous 
cause clear." <* false witness, in a court of justice. (18) 
piercings, etc.f Ps. Ivil. 4, lix. 7. Inconsiderate and inappro- 
priate words are Hke knife-thrusts, persons feel out and wounded 
by them, health, or bringeth healing.^ Wounding thrusts, 
and tender healings are forcibly contrasted. (19) for ever, it 
will abide all testings, for a moment, lit. tiU, I wink ogam, 

Samiletie hints {v, 17). — Connection between tmth and righte- 
ousness. Lovers of tmth set forth righteousness of God, and 
vindicate righteousness of Hfe: such Sdow forth righteooBneas 
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in the meaBUie and time of the tnith spoken. — (v, 18). — ^The 
piercings of a swoid are wounding, irritating, often at random, 
often mortal. Health of the wise tongae is seen in the joy, 
the oheerf nlness, the content, good living, which it encourages 
or produces. 

Trvihfvlness of Washmgton, — "When Washington, the late 
President of the United States of America, was al^ut six years of 
age, some one made him a present of a hatchet. Highly pleased 
with his weapon, he went about chopping eveiything that came 
in his way ; and going into the ganlen, he unluckily tried its 
edge on an Engli^ (£erry tree, stripping it of its bark, and 
leaving little hope of its recovery. The next morning, when bis 
father saw the tree, which wact a great favourite, he inquired 
who had done the mischief, declaring he would not have taken 
five guineas for it ; but no one could inform him of the offender. 
At length, however, came George, with the hatchet in his hand, 
into the place where the father was, who immediately suspected 
>iiTn to be the culprit. *^ George," said the old gentleman, '* do 
you Imow who killed that beautiful little cherry tree yonder in 
the garden ? " The child hesitated for a moment, and Ihen nobly 
said, ** I cannot tell a lie, papa, — ^you know that I camiot tell a 
lie, — I did cut it with the hatchet." '* Bun to my arms. Glad 
am. I, Greorge, that you have killed my tree — ^you have paid me 
for it a thouaEUid-f old. Such an act of heroism in my son is of 
more worth than a thousand cherry trees, though blossoming 
with silver, and their fruits of gold."' 

20y 21. (20) in the heart, it is no surface-matter. They are 
corrapt at the root, joy, at heart. Their counsels of peace 
spring out of the glad and peaceful heart. (21) no evll,<* no 
unmitigated or unsanctified evil : nothing wortMess to him. 
miscmefy calamity and distress. 

Jmmunity from evU (v. 21). — I. This seems not to be true ; the 
same event happeneth alike to all ; the best of men sometimes 
suffer, n. But it is true, it will be remembered, that because he 
is a just man he will regard as a good for him that which to 
others seems evil : for him the curse is turned into a blessing — ixa 
him poverty and sickness, etc., are blessings in disguise. 

22. al)omiiiation, etc,, this takes the higher view : the evil 
of deceitful speech has already been shown, now God's view of it 
is dedared." deal truly, i.e, faithfully, according to promises. 

TnUh. — Park, in his travels through Africa, relates that a 
party of armed Moors, having made a predatory attack on the 
flocks of a village at which he was stopping, a youth of the place 
was mortftlly wounded in the affray. The natives placed him on 
horseback, and conducted him home ; while his mother preceded 
the mournful group, proclaiming all the excellent quiJities of 
her boy, and by her clasped hands and streaming eyes manifested 
the inward bitterness of her soul. The quali^ for which she 
chiefly praised the boy, formed by itself an epitaph so noble, that 
even civilised life coidd not aspire to a higher. " He never," said 
she, with pathetic energy, " never, never told a lie ! " * 

23, oonoealeth, comp, v. 16. A wise man is not too ready to 
talk : he would rather think on, and seek to know more perfectly. 
Those who know but little are always eager to make the most of 
their little stodc The truly learned are usually modest and 
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well pleased with 
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saoh therefore let 
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a ''Knowing 
men, if they be 
prudent men, 
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avoid eyeiything 
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ostentation, and 
not take all oc- 
CEidons to show 
their learning 
and reading, but 
only to use it for 
good purposes, 
and then let their 
own works praise 
them." — Mat. 
Henry. 

Pr. rv. 2 ; Ec. iii 
7 ; Am. y. 13. 

b Stems and Twigs, 
c Young. 



a We should 
watoh against 
giving way to 
grief, lest it un- 
fit us for duty. 

b C. Simeon^ MJL. 

Honours oome by 
dillgenoe ; riches 
spring from 
economy. 

V. 26. Bp. Aber- 
net/v, A Chris- 
tian Treatise, 343. 

V. 26. E. Scougal, 
t4; W.Dunlop.i. 
S9i Dr. J. Rogers, 
iii. 366 ; Dr. J. 
Orr, V. 86; T. 
JBissett, 832; /. 
Logan, Z4S. 

Hard words are 
like hailstones in 
summer, beating 
down and de- 
stroying what 
they would 
nourish were 
they melted into 
drops. 

c R. T. S. 



a He will let 
whatever he may 
gain slip from 
his hands for 
want of effort 
and attention. 

«. 37. P. Stock- 
dale, 179. 

V. 28. J, Duchal, 
88; T. Havies, 
801. 



retiring." proolaimeth, hj roahing in at every opportunity 
they sorely proclaim the limit of their knowledge. 

Concealing knowledge (v. 23).— ^A prudent man concealeth 
knowledge — ^I. When it is inopportune, John xvi. 12. II. Or 
above the capacity of his hearers, 1 Cor. ii. 2. III. Or likely to 
be misapplied, Mark zv. 6. IV. When sure of rejection, Matt. viL 
6. y. When calculated to injure the brethren. Lev. zix. 16. YL 
When to ntter it would be only for self -display, Prov. zzvii. 2.^ 
Solemn/ools. — 

What's the bent brow, or neck in thought reclined? 

The body's wisdom to conceal the mindL 

A man of sense can artifice disdain, 

As men of wealth may venture to go plain ; 

And be this truth eternal ne'er forgot — 

Solemnity's a cover for a sot. 

I find the fool when I behold the screen ; 

For 'tis tiie wise man's interest to be seen.'' 

24—26. (24) bear rule, the rewards of diligence will set 
men in positions of independence and authority, render 
tribnte, will be forced to labour, or to serve, as one owing 
tribute. ^'The slothful inevitably descend to pauperism and 
servitude." (25) heaviness, or trouble, maketh it stoop, a 
difficult expression. Some trans, he makes it stoop, or crushes it 
down. But the idea may well be, it depresses mm, makes him 
unfit for work." a good word, cheery, comforting word. (26) 
more ezoellent, better trans, ^'guideth his friend aright." 
Luther and some others trans. *' better than his friend &res the 
righteous man." seduoeth them, leadeth his friends astray, or 
bringeth himself to ruin. . 

The excellency of the righteous (v. 26). — I. In his connections. 
1. He is united to Christ ; 2. The Holy Ghost dwells in him ; 3. 
He is of the same family with all the glorified saints and angels; 
4. What does any worldly man possess that can be compared with 
this? II. In His principles. 1. He is under the influence of 
faith and love ; 2. How Afferent the principles of the wicked 1 
III. In his habits. 1. He lives for GM ; 2. How is it for the 
wicked? IV. In his end. Address — 1. Those whom God has 
classed with the wicked; 2. Those who are disposed to class 
themselves with the righteous.* 

Flowery speech. — ^A distinguished preacher was once asked 
what he uiought of a sermon which he had just heard delivered, 
and whidi had appeared to produce a great sensation among the 
congregation. His reply may suggest an important hmt to some 
Christian ministers : — *' Very fine, sir ; but a man cannot live 
upon flowers."* 

27, 28. (27) roasteth, so as to get for himself the benefit of 
his own labours, he lets them slip from him. He does not im- 
prove his advantages." substance, etc., better rend. ^'Bnt a 
precious treasure to a man is diligence," or *' But precious treasure 
belongeth to the diligent man," intimating that he makes effort 
to hold it securely when it is gained. (28) pathway, etc., this 
sentence needs to be reconstructed, so as to throw out the designed 
contrast. The word rendered pathway, properly means a crossed, 
winding by-path; and the clause should be rendered, **Biit a 
devious way (leadeth) to death." The negative no in Heb. is so 



Cap.ziii. 1.] 



PROVSRB& 



113 



like the preposition to that we find them on several occa49ions 
confused with each other.* 

Jyi/e i7i the way of right eo^miess (v. 28). — I. The righteous are 
they who — 1. Axe interested by faith in the righteousness of 
Christ; 2. Who are distinguished by the integrity of their 
principles ; 3. Who live in the exercise of communion with Grod ; 
4. Such are animated by a new life ; 5. This life in the soul 
shall never be extinguished. Apply :— -(1) Are we of the number 
of the righteous ? (2) If not, the reverse of this is the melancholy 
fact.' 

Crriffith JDavies, — Grriffith Davies was bom in Carnarvonshire, 
in 1788. He was the son of a poor man, and had no training at 
all in his young days, except that which he obtained from a 
labouring man in the village Sunday school. Up to the age of 
seventeen, he had never been to a day school. He had then 
accumulated money enough to pay for three months' tuition of 
a very humble description. Here he learned the elements of 
arithmetic, and afterwards, while working in the slate quarry 
with his father, used to employ his spare time by figuring upon 
the pieces of slate with an iron nail. He thus became a very 
accurate calculator. In process of time he came up to London, 
opened a school, and had for one of his early pupils John 
IVanklin, the subsequently celebrated Arctic voyager. In 1823 
he was appointed actuary to the Guardian Life Office, which 
situation he maintained with honour and efficiency all his life, 
and died an humble and devoted Christian. 



CHAPTER THE THIRTEENTH 

1. tLeareth, this word is not in the Heb. The term " instruc- 
tion" "would bitter be "correction ;" then the contrast appears. 
Wordsworth and others suggest that it should read, " A wise son 
is his father's instruction," i.e. he is the fruit of it, his wisdom is 
produced by it.« scorner, Ps. i. 1 ; Pr. i. 22.* rebuke,* a 
much stronger word than correction. 

Wisdani and folly (t?. 1). — I. The wise son hears his father 
attentively, patiently, obediently, though the words may not 
always be pleasant or laudatory. II. The foolish son, being 
scornful, conceited, proud, heareth not rebuke though he most 
needs it. 1. Compare the course and the end of the two ; 2. How 
is the father affected in either case ?' 

Titus Mardius. — ^A certain Roman, in the days of paganism, 
called Titus Manlius, was treated extremely ill by his falser, for 
no other reason than a defect in his speech. A tribune of the 
people brought an accusation against his father before the people, 
who hated him for his imperious conduct, and were determined 
to punish him with severity. The young man hearing this, went 
one morning very early from his father's country farm, where 
he was forced to live like a slave, and, finding out the house of 
the tribune who had impeached his father, entreated ^at he 
would immediately drop the prosecution. The tribune declared 
before the people that he withdrew his charge against old 
Manlins, because his son Titus had obliged him to promise upon 
oath that he would carry it no further. The people, charmed 
with the filial piety of Titus, shown to so unnatural a father, 

voi*. vn. O.T. H 



h Some however 
prefer to take 
no-death as one 
word, used here 
as the equivalent 
for immortality. 

c C. RawlitiffSf 
B.A. 

"Plato had 80 
great and true 
an idea of perfect 
righteousness, 
and was so tho- 
roughly ac- 
quainted with 
the corruption of 
mankind, that ho 
makes it appear 
that if a man, 
perfectly 
righteous, should 
come upon earth, 
he woiild find so 
much opposition 
in the world 
that he would be 
imprisoned, re- 
viled, scourged, 
and in fine cruci- 
fied by such who, 
though they were 
extremely 
wicked, would 
yet pass for 
righteous men." 
—Plato, 

a Pr. X. 1, 17. 

b "The heedless 
reviler of religion 
who has long 
ago thrown aside 
all childlike 
piety and reve- 
rence for the 
holy." — Zodtler, 

c "How can 
those mend a 
fault who will 
not be told of it, 
but count those 
their enemies 
who do them 
that kindness?" 
—Mat. Henry. 

He. zii. 5. 

dUive. 

e R. T. S. 

"Fortune can, 
for her pleasure, 
fools- advance, 
and toss them on 
the whirling 
wheels of 
chance."— -Dry- 
den. 
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a**CHTe not thy 
tongaetoo great 
a liberty, lest it 
take tiiee prl- 
floner. A word 
tmspoken is, like 
the sword in the 
Boabbard, thine; 
if Tented, thy 
Byword is in 
another's hand. 
If thou desire to 
be held wise, be 
80 win as to 
hold thy tongue." 

<* Take heed that 
thy tongue eat 
not thy throat.'* 
■— ,4fti6. Prov. 

BB.OZ1L8.- 

b Mat, Henry, 

e Ja. ilL 6. 

dLr, Thomat. 

" The joy resnlt- 
ing from the dif- 
fadon of bles* 
sings to all 
around us is the 
purest and sab- 
limest that can 
ever enter the 
hnman mind, and 
can be oonoeiyed 
only by those 
who have experi- 
enced it. Kext 
to the consola- 
tions of Divine 
grace it is the 
most sovereign 
balm to the 
miseries of life, 
both in him who 
is the object of 
it^ and in him 
who exercises it ; 
and it will not 
only soothe and 
txanqnillise a 
troubled spirit, 
but inspire a con- 
stant flow of good 
humour, content, 
and gaiety of 
he Art,"— Bishop 
Pcnietu, 



a3Th.iiL10. 

h *<A soul that 
has been made 
right in relation 
to the laws of 
its own spiritual 



not only forgave the old man, bnt the next year advanced bis 
generooB son to the Bupreme honours of the State.' 

2, 3. (2) eat good, eomp, ch. zii. 14. fruit of moutli, i.e. 
words, transgressors, here especially those who transgress 
in speech ; by violent speeches trying to injure others, they, in 
effect, bring violence on themselves.' (3) keepeth Ms life, 
beo. he does not provoke others to violence towards him ; he does 
not make enemies, openeth . . lips, "loves to bawl, and 
bluster, and make a noise, and affect such a liberty of speech as 
bids defiance both to God and man." * destruotioiiy of his re- 
putation, his interest, his comfort, and his soul.^' 

Man tpeaking (vv, 2, 3). — ^I. The self -profiting and self-minoas 
in speech. The speech of the good — 1. Promotes the develop- 
ment of his own spirltnal being ; 2. Gratifies his own moral 
nature; 3. Produces good results in the hearer. 11. The self- 
controlled and the self-reckless in speech. 1. The controlled 
may be useful ; 2. The reckless, dangerous.^' 

A sermon to one hearer. — Dr. Beecher once engaged to preach 
for a country minister on exchange, and the Sabbath proved to 
be one excessively stormy, cold, and uncomfortable. It was 
mid-winter, and the snow was piled all along in the roads, so as 
to make the passage very difficult. Still the minister urged his 
horse through tiie drifts, put the animal into a shed, and went 
in. ibs yet there was no person in the house ; and after looking 
about, &e old gentleman — then young — ^took his seat in the 
pulpit. Soon the door opened, and a single individual walked up 
the aisle, looked about, and took a seat. The hour came for 
commencing service, but no more hearers. Whether to preach to 
such an audience was a question — i&nd it was one that Lyman 
Beecher wact not long deciding. He felt that he had a duty to 
perform, and he had no right to refuse to do it because only one 
man could reap the benefit of it ; and accordingly he went 
through all the services, praying, singing, preaching, and the 
benediction, with only one hearer. And when all was over, he 
hastened down from &e desk to speak to his congregation, bat 
he had departed. A circumstance so rare was ref err& to occa- 
sionally ; but, twenty years after, it was brought to the doctor s 
mind quite strangely. Travelling somewhere in Ohio, the doctor 
alighted from the stage one day in a pleasant village, when a 
gentleman stepped up and spoke to him, familiarly calling him 
by name. " I do not remember you," said the doctor. " I sup- 
pose not," said the stranger; "but we once spent two hours 
together in a house alone in a storm." " I do not recidl it, sir," 
added the old man ; " pray when was it ?" " Do you remember 
preaching, twenty years ago, in such a place, to a single person?*' 
" Tes, yes," said the doctor, grasping his hand, " I do, indeed ; 
and if you are the man, I have been wishing to see yon ever 
since." "I am the man, sir ; and that sermon saved my soul, 
made a minister of me, and yonder is my church. The oonverte 
of that sermon, sir, are all over Ohio." 

4 — 6. (4) soul, the sluggard only forms vain wishes, he 
makes no effort to secure t£eir fulfilment. He boOds manj 
castles, but they are all castles in the air.'' made fttt, the 
figure for fully prospered and satisfied. Ch. xii. 14. (6) lying, 
put generally for all deceitful and injurious speech axid action.* 
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loathsome, perhaps should be read, acteth basely and shame- 
fully: does ediamefnl deeds. (6) keepeth, protecteth. up- 
right, ete.j lit. innocence of rmy, an abstract for the concrete, 
equivalent to "them that walk uprightly." overtliroweth,* 
lit plungeth into sin with all its consequences. 

The effect% of sin (rr. 6, 6). — ^I. Give the character of the 
sinner. 1. What is sin ? — ^transgression of law ; 2. Hence sin is 
contempt of God ; 3. Rejection of Christ ; 4. In the rank of 
sumers place infidels, etc. ; 5. Such are sinners by name, prac- 
tice, motives, etc. U. Show how sin is the ruin of the sinner. 
1. It exhausts his property ; 2. Blasts reputation ; 3. Destroys 
health ; 4. Hastens approadi of death ; 5. Effects the damnation 
of the soul.<< 

The minister of Clermowt. — The minister of the seminary at 
Germont (France) having been seized at Autun by the populace, 
the mayor, who wished to save him, advised him not to taike the 
oath, but to allow him to tell the people that he had taken it. 
"I would myself make known your falsehood to the people," 
replied the clergyman : 'Mt is not permitted me to ransom my 
life by a lie. The Crod who prohibits my taking this oath will 
not allow me to make it believed that I have taken it.'* The 
mayor was silent, and the minister was martyred. 

7, hatli nothing, of real and lasting worth. "A maxim 
aimed at foolish pride of birth and empty love of display on the 
part of men without means, as ch. xii. 9."o maketn nimself 
poor, for some purpose simulating poverty to conceal great 
wealtii,* 

Tlie policy that degrades and ennoiles (r. 7). — ^This Proverb 
may denote — I. A mean social fact. 1. As when one gives out 
that he is rich and has nothing ; 2. Or is rich, but gives out that 
he is poor. Such conduct is hypocritical, and £shonest, and 
demor^ising : the state of society which submits to such ex- 
pedients must be corrupt : the man who resorts to them is 
depraved. II. A grand moral contrast. 1. As when a man 
sacrifices all that is noble, moral, sacred, in the soul to make 
himself rich, and has nothing ; 2. As when a man sacrifices all 
that earth can offer to the truth, yet he may be rich.^' 

The three brothers, — ^A minister soliciting aid towards the 
erection of a place of worship, waited on an individual distin- 
guished for his wealth and benevolence. Approving the case, he 
presented to the minister a handsome donation, and, turning to 
his three sons, who had witnessed the transaction, he advised 
them to imitate his example. " My dear boys," said he, " you 
have heard the case ; now, what will you give ?" One said, " I 
will give all that my pockets will furnish ;" another observed, 
"I w^ give half that I have in my purse ;" the third sternly 
remarked, " I wiU give nothing." Some years after, the minister 
had occasion to visit the same place, and recollecting the family 
he had called upon, he inquired into the actual position of the 
parties. He was informed that the generous fatiier was dead ; 
the youth who had dieerf ully given all his store was living in 
affluence ; the son who had divided his pock0t-money was in 
comfortable circumstances ; but the third, who had indignantiy 
refused to assist, and haughtily declared ^<he would give 
nothing," was so reduced as to be supported by his two brothers. 

h2 



being, to the 
universe, and to 
G-od, bfts an in- 
stinctive repog- 
nance to false- 
hood." — Dav» 
Thonuu, DJ>. 

Pb. cxiz. 29. 

c "Maketh to 
slip."— TFordf- 



d Theta in 
Sks. 



400 



V. 4. Dr. Watts, 
BurySt. Sermons, 
iL 289 ; W. Riel^ 
ardscn, L 823. 



aZOcUer. 

b *< The teadhing 
of ch. zi. 24 
finds its echo 
here. There is a 
seeming wealth 
behind wh. there 
lies a deep spirit- 
ual poyerty and 
wretchedness. 
There is a 
poverty which 
makes a man 
rich for the Idng- 
dom of God."— 
Spk. Com. 

i 2 Co. vi 10 ; PhL 
; iii. 7, 8. 

! e W. Wheeler. 



" There is no art 
or science that is 
'too difficult for 
lindustry to 
i attain to; it is 
the gift of 
tongues, and 
makes a man 
understood and 
valued in all 
countries, and by 
all nations. It is 
the philosopher's 
stone, that turns 
all metals, and 
even stones, into 
gold, and suffers 
no want to break 
into its dwelling. 
It is the north- 
west 
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that brings the 
merchant's ships 
to Lim as soon as 
he can desire. 
In a ward, it 
conquers all 
enemies, and 
makes fortune 
itself pay con- 
tributIon."-Zorrf 
Clarendon. 

"As the sons of 
the husbandman 
in the fable, who 
being told by 
their father, 
lying on his 
death-bed, that 
he left mach gold 
buried under the 
ground in his 
Tineyard, fell a- 
delviug and 
digging all about 
the Tines; and 
though they 
found no gold, 
yet, by stirring 
the mould about 
the roots of the 
trees, gained a 
great vintage 
that year; eyen 
so it falleth out 
with the labour 
of our calling." — 
Spenoer. 

'•The bread 
earned by the 
sweat of the 
brow is thrice 
blessed, and it is 
far sweeter than 
the tasteless loaf 
of idleness." — 
CrotcquUl. 

"Orete rest 
stondeth in lltel 
buslnesse." — 
C/uiucer, 

** Idleness is a 
constant sin, and 
but the devil's 
home for temp- 
tation, and for 
unprofitable, dis- 
traoting mus* 
ings."— ^ax^er. 

d Michael Bruce. 

a "Who ever 
thinks of robbing 
or murdering a 
beggar? He is 
everywhere safe 
and free from 
molestation fr. 
whom there is 



Industry. — 

Kow Bober indoBtzy, illnfitriouB power I 
Hath raised the peaoefal cottage, calm abode 
Of innocence imd joy : now, sweating, guides 
The shining plonghshare, tames the stabbom soil. 
Leads the long drain along the unfertile marsh, 
Bids the bleak hill with yemal verdure bloom, 
The haunt of flocks ; and clothes the barren heath 
With waving harvests and the golden grain. 

Fair from, his hand behold the village rise, 
In rural pride, 'rnong intermingled trees I 
Above whose aged tops the joyful swains, 
At even-tide descendhig from the hill. 
With eye enamour'd, mark the many wreaths 
Of pillared smoke, high curling to the clouds. 
The streets resound with labour's various voice. 
Who whistles at his work. Gay on the green, 
Toung bloomiDg boys, and girls with golden hair, 
Trip, nimble-footed, wanton in their play, 
The village hope. All in a reverend row, 
Their grey-hair'd grandsires, sitting in the sun 
Before the gate, and leaning on the.staff. 
The well-remember'd stories of their youth 
Becount, and shake their aged locks with joy. 

How fair a prospect rises to the eye. 
Where beauty vies in all her vernal forms. 
For ever pleasant, and for ever new 1 
Swells the exulting thought, expands the soul. 
Browning each ruder care : a blooming train 
Of bright ideas rushes on the mind, 
Imagination rouses at the scene ; 
And backward, through the gloom of ages past, 
Beholds Arcadia, like a rural queen. 
Encircled with her swains and rosy nymphs, 
The mazy dance conducted on the green. 
Nor yield to old Arcadia's bliseful vales 
Thine, gentle Leven I Green on either hand 
Thy meadows spread, unbroken of the plough, 
With beauty all their own. The fields rejoice 
With all the riches of the golden year. 
Fat on the plain, and mountain's sunny side. 
Large droves of oxen, and the fleecy flocks, 
Feed undisturb'd, and fill the echoing air 
With music, grateful to the master's ear. 
The traveller stops, and gazes round and round 
O'er all the scenes, that animate his heart 
With mirth and music. Even the mendicant,^ 
Bowbent with age, that on the old grey stone,' 
Sole sitting, suns him in the public way, 
Feels his heart leap, and to himself he sings.' 

8, 9. (8) ransom, when taken prisoner, or fined in the 
courts, a man's money is taken from him ; but they who have 
no money are free from the risks of the threats and litigations 
that beset the rich.« The import of the verse has been given 
thus : '' A rich man, when he fears any evil from lus enemieSr 
can divert it by a sum of money ; but the poor man, when he is 
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threatened, dares not stay, but runs away." (9) light, ^ a fig. 
for the prosperity and blessinp* of the righteous. The Lord 
Himself is their light, rejoloeth,*^ increaseth, groweth in 
brightness, so giving ever more joy. lamp, or candle, A word 
signifying both a temporary and a man-lighted thing is ohosen 
in order to point the contrast.'' The Ught of the wicked is a 
lamp of their own kindling. 

The lights of the soul {v, 9). — ^The text leads us to consider 
two things. I. The joyous light of the soul — ^the light of the 
righteous. 11. The transient light of the soul — ^the l^p of the 
wicked.* 

The liberal soul made Hch. — Much had been said one evening, 
at the meeting of a missionary society, on the blessing which 
always seemed to rest on those who gave largely towards the 
snpport of Christian missions. The next morning, at breakfast, 
a lady gave the following account to one of the party who were 
her visitors on that occasion : — " I had three brothers," she said, 
" who had been brought up with much care by my excellent 
fathOT and mother, "niey had endeavoured to impress upon all 
their children the duty and the high privilege of laying by and 
giving even of their Uttle store to the spreading of tiie kingdom 
of our blessed Eedeemer. It happened that each of these 
brothers possessed a box, in which he was accustomed to drop 
any small sum of money that jnight be given to him. In the 

confusion of moving from our residence at to another 

house, these boxes were for a time mislaid, and were long 
looked for in vain. Some time afterwards, the three boxes were 
unexpectedly found ; the boys were delighted at the discovery of 
their lost treasures, and determined at once to open their boxes. 
It was rather a curious circumstance that the three boxes con- 
tained almost the same sum of money — about ten pounds. My 
eldest brother had long wished to possess a watch ; and without 
hesitation he instantly appropriated the whole of the contents of 
his box to the purchase of one. My second brother was of a 
divided mind ; he accordingly separated his money into two 
portions : one he spent for his own gratification, the other por- 
tion he gave to some religious society. My youngest brother 
gave up aU ; he reserved no portion for his own self-indulgence, 
but freely and joyfully gave the whole to the Lord. And now," 
added the lady, " I must tell you something of the after life of 
each of my brothers. The dispositions which were then shown 
in so marked a way proved indicative of the future course of 
each of these young men. The eldest has been engaged in many 
undertakings which seemed to promise wealth, and he has ex- 
pended large sums of money ; but he has failed in everything ; 
and at the close of a long life he is a poor man, and has been for 
some considerable time dependent on the bounty of his youngest 
brother. My second brother is not poor ; but he has never been 
rich, nor satisfied with his very moderate circumstances. I am 
now in mourning for my youngest brother. He died lately, 
leaving £100,000, after having freely given away at least as 
much to missions among the heathen, and to other works of love. 
God prospered him in everything that he undertook; and he 
ceased not, throughout the whole course of his life, to give freely 
of all that God gave to his hand. Freely he had received, and 
freely and cheerfully did he give."/ 



nothing to be 
had, Poverty- 
then is not with- 
out its advan- 
tages." — Quoted 
by Lav, Thomas, 
DJ), 

b Matt V. 14, 16. 

e" The same root, 
in Arabic, means 
to laugh, or to 
sport"— HUzig. 

(2 "The righteous 
have the true 
light in them. 
That wh. belongs 
to the wicked is 
but derived and 
temporary, and 
shall be extin- 
guished before 
long."-»^^t. Com. 

"The Ught of the 
righteous is an 
i neztinguishable 
sun— that of the 
wicked a mere 
flickering 'lamp,* 
the breath of de- 
stiny will put it 
o u t." — Dav. 
Thomas, D.D, 

Job xxi 17; Ps. 
xUx. 17—19. 

e Dr. Thomas. 

v:d. R. Warner, 
iiL227. 

There are those 
who paint the 
face of infinite 
benevolence with 
an eternal frown. 

Christian bene- 
volenoe is a com- 
pound of active 
effort and tender 
compas sion, 
flowing from a 
supreme love to 
Jesus Christ. 

There is enough 
in every man to 
keep him from 
idleness — if, in- 
deed, he do not 
prefer an unjust 
peace to a ]ust 
war. 

/ 17ie Kingdom 
and the People, 
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a ** The meaning 
is this—' The ob- 
Btmapy wh. atr 
tends self - con- 
oeit prodnoes 
contention, wh. 
the well-advised 
thus evincing 
modesty avoid.' " 
—FavMet. 

b ** Meekly ask} 
connsel o£ God, < 
consult Hisi 
Word, His minis- i 
ters, your pious ■ 
friends, and your i 
own oonsdenoe ; i 
ponder your' 
path and you 
will be enabled 
to act prudently 
and live in 
j^eaoe "-Nkholls. 

Mat. V. 6; Phi 
ii3; Ja.iiL17. 



eDr.l^omeu. 

V. 10. Dr. 
Jnnet, 153. 



A. 



"He whose pride 
oppresses the 
humble may, 
perhaps, be 
humbled, but 
will never be 
humble."— Zo- 
vtUer. 

*<Self-prideisthe 
common friend of 
our humanity, 
and, like the bell 
of our church, is 
resorted to on all 
occasions: it 
ministers alike to 
cur ftetivals or 
our fasts, our 
merriment or our 
mourning, our 
weal or our woe." 
— Colton, 



d Butler, 

a Some trans. 
** "Wealth dwin- 
dles faster than 
the breath."— 
MiUer, 

"Secured in an 
unsubstantial, 
inconsiderate, 
fraudulent way.". 
— Ikeald. 
b " It describes 
the gradual and 



10. only, better, surely,^ pride, or self-conceit, wh. is an 
tmf ailing source of quarrelling, well advised, those showing 
a modest inclination to consult and consider: others.^ 

Pride (v. 10). — ^We learn — I. That pride generates contention : 
for in society pride is essentially exacting, insolent, heartless, de- 
tracting ; hence is ever generating contention. IL That xiridd 
rejects counsels.* 

Iblly of pride. — A proud man is a fool in fermentation, that 
swells and boils over like a porridge-pot. He sets out bis 
feathers like an owl, to swell and seem bigger than he is. He is 
troubled with a tumour and inflammation of self -conceit, that 
renders every part of him stiff and uneasy. He has given him- 
self sympathetic love-powder, that works upon him to dotage, 
and has transformed him into his own mistress. He is his own 
gallant, and makes most passionate addresses to his own dear 
perfections. He commits idolatry to himself, and worships Ms 
own image ; though there is no soul living of his church but 
himself, yet he beUeves as the church believes, and maintains 
his faith with the obstinacy of a fanatic. He is his own 
favourite, and advances himself not only above his merit, but all 
mankind ; is both Damon and Pythias to his own dear self, and 
values his crony above his soul. He gives place to no man but 
himself, and that with very great distance to aU others, whom 
he esteems not worthy to approach him. He beHeves whatever 
he has receives a value in being his, as a horse in a nobleman's 
stable will bear a greater price than in a common market. He 
is so proud, Ihat he is as hard to be acquainted with himself as 
with others ; for he is very apt to forget who he is, and knows 
himself only superficially ; therefore he treats himself civilly as 
a stranger, with ceremony and compliment, but admits of no 
priva<^. He strives to look bigger than, himself as well as 
others ; and is no better than his own parasite and flatterer. A 
little flood wiU make a shallow torrent swell above its banks, 
and rage and foam and yield a roaring noise, while a deep, silent 
stream glides quietly on ; so a vainglorious, insolent, proud man 
swells with a little frail prosperity, grows big and loud, and 
overflows his bounds, and when he sinks leaves mud and dirt 
behind him. His carriage is as glorious and as haughty as if he 
were advanced upon men's shoulders, or tumbled over their heads 
like KnipperdoUmg. He fancies himself aC!olosse : and so he is, 
for his head holds no proportion to his body, and his foundation 
is lesser than his upper stories. We can naturally take no view 
of ourselves, unless we look downwards, to teach us what humble 
admirers we ought to be of our own value. The slighter and less 
solid his materials are the more room they take up, and make 
him swell the bigger, as feathers and cotton will stuff cushions 
better than things of more close and solid parts.^ ' 

11, 12. (11) by vanity," by some means distinct fr. honest 
and earnest labour. By chance, or good luck, by inheritance, 
be diminished, we have a similar proverb, ^' Light come, 
light go." by labotir, Heb. ivith the hanA: "handful by 
handful," or " according to his ability." * (12) hope, a complex 
state of mind : an expectant desire, deferred, i,e, the attain- 
ment of the desire is sometimes long deferred, heart siok, 
peevish, fretful, desire cometh, or when the object of deeire 
\& attained "Desire that hal^ come is desire accomplished." 
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tree of life, fig. for a thing that continually bears fruitage of 
blessing.' 

Buffen. — ^This great natoralist giyes ns the history of his 
writings in a few words. '^ In my youth I was very fond of 
sleep ; it robbed me of a great deal of my time, but my poor 
Joseph (his servant) was of great service in enabling me to over- 
come it. I promised to give Joseph a crown every time that he 
would make me get up at six. Next morning he did not fail to 
wake me and to torment me ; but he only received abuse. The 
next day he did the same, with no better success ; and I was 
obliged to confess at noon t^at I had lost my time. I told him 
that he did not know how to manage his business ; he ought to 
think of my promise, and not mind my threats. The day 
following he employed force : I begged for indulgence, I bid 
him begone, I stormed, but Joseph persisted. I was therefore 
obliged to comply ; and he was rewaided ev^y day for the abuse 
which he suffered at the moment when I awoke, with thanks, 
accompanied with a crown, which he received about an hour 
after. Yes, I am indebted to poor Joseph for ten or a doxen of 
the volumes of my works." 

18, 14. (13) the word,' first and chiefiy the Word of God; 
then all words of truth and duty, be destroyed, lit. is in bonds 
to it. feareth, so* as to concern himself about obedience, 
shall be rewarded, or to him is requital. (14) fountain, 
or ever fresh source, snares of death, Ps. xvlii. 5; an 
established formula for the description of mortal perils. 

The Word (v. 13). — ^I. The Word despised is ruin. 1. Because 
he who despises rejects the only instrument of soul-salvation ; 2. 
Brings on his nature the condemnation of heaven. II. The 
Word reverenced is blessedness. 1. Such a man is rewarded in 
its blessed influences on his own soul ; 2. With the approbation 
of heaven.* 

A good reason. — Two persons who professed religion were 
standing at the door of a theatre in the city of New York, when 
one of &em proposed to go in and see the play, and desired his 
friend to accompany him. The other declined the invitation ; 
and after being repeatedly solicited to enter, gave this excellent 
reason for his refusal : " If I should go in, and while there be 
called into eternity, and should be asked at the door of heaven 
where I had come from, I ^ould be ashamed to answer."' 

15, 16. (15) grood understanding, right perception and 
action. " Kindly wisdom." ' hard, hardened, so as to be deso- 
late and unfruitful. "Bough to the feet, and like a craggy 
precipice."* ''The idea is that of a barren, dry soil, or the im- 
passable marsh, in contrast with the fountain of life, carrying 
joy and reflreshment with it."« (16) prudent, etc., Pr. xii. 23, 
XV. 2. layeth open, spreadeth. This Proverb rebukes the 
rash and inconsiderate. Some are forward to talk of that they 
do not understand, and to undertake that for wh. they are unfit ; 
and sudbi persons speedily expose their ignorance and inability, 
and make themselves ridiculous. 

Domwmard^ yet difficult (i?. 15). — ^I. This fact is opposed to 
received notions. 11. This fact is in accordance with experi- 
ence. The transgressor finds — 1. DiflBculties innumerable ; 2. 
Bangers on every side ; 3. Disappointments without number ; 4. 



progressive aoon* 
malation of 
wealth, resulting 
from diligenoe 
and exertion, and 
so is in significant 
contrast Mrlth the 
impatient d i s- 
honesty of the 
preceding 
clause."— Zddfcl«r. 
e '* Our wisdom is 
not to promise 
ourselves too 
much from the 
creature; but in 
reference to what 
Ood has promised 
we should never 
despair, however 
long we may 
wait."— ^fcAdk. 



a ** ThoM that 
prefer the rules 
of carnal policy 
before Divine 
precepts, and the 
allurements of 
the world and the 
flesh before God's 
promises and 
comforts, despise 
His Word, giving 
the preference to 
those things wh. 
stand in compe- 
tition with it"— 
Mail Henry. 

Heb. ii. 3, 8, zii. 
20. 

hDr. Thonuu, 

e WhUeerou, 



a 2XckUr. 

"A. good under- 
standing must 
include four 
things — enlight- 
enment, impar- 
tiality, religious- 
ness, and practi- 
calness. So a 
good understand- 
is tantamount to 
practical godli- 
n e s s." — Dav. 
TlwmcUt D.D. 

h WordnDorth, 

e Spk. Com. 

Voltaire said, "I 
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begin to fancy 
myself in the 
most deplorable 
condition, e n - 
Tironed by deep- 
est durkness on 
ereryside. I wish 
I had neyer been 
bom." 

''How hard a 
master he serres 
where the devil 
gives the employ- 
ment, and shame 
is his entertain- 
ment^ and sin is 
his work, and hell 
is his wages." — 
Bp, J. Taylor. 



d Stem* 
TtDig*. 



and 



€ Iota in 400 Sks. 

"Indolence is, 
methinks, an in- 
termediate state 
between pleasure 
and pain, and 
very much un- 
becoming any 
part of our life 
after we are out 
of the nurse's 
BxmB.*'—&eele. 

/RT.S. 



a 2 Ki V. 26, 27. 

b Gte. zxiv. 34, 37, 
88,«l-4>6. 

e t^. Com. gives 
twoposs. trans, of 
this obscure 
verse. "Satisfied 
desire is pleasant, 
therefore it is an 
abomination to 
fools to depart fr. 
the evil on wh. 
their ndnds are 
set." 

" Sweet is the 
satisfaction of de- 
sire, yet the 
wicked will not 
depart fr. the evil 
wh. makes that 
satisfaction im- 
possible." 

d Dr. Thomas. 

V. 18. Canon 
Words worthf 
Pub, Educationj 
229. 



Penalties most dreadful afterwards.^ — The hardship of tin. — ^I. 
State what is to be understood by the way of transgressors. II. 
Consider the doctrine of the text respecting l£is way. 1. 
Through the kindness of God it is hard to shun or resist the 
light ; 2. It sometimes becomes needful for God to deal severelj 
with obdurate sinners, as a warning to others ; 3. The punish- 
ment of such in the end must be very dreadful Apply ''-^) 
How sinners are deceived in this way ; (2) Madness to continue 
in it ; (3) To be saved it must be left ; (4) A mercy that we 
may leave it.' 

An old apologue. — A man going out of his beaten and directed 
way to gather unlawful fruits, fell into a deep pit. In his fall 
he caught hold on the arm of a tree growing in it. Thus he 
hung in the midway, betwixt the upper light foom which he fell 
and the lower daorkness to which he was falling. He looks 
downward, and sees two worms gnawing at the root of this tree. 
He looks upward, and spies on a branch a hive of honey. He 
climbs up to it sind feedeth on it. But in the meantime the 
worms did bite in sunder the root, and down falls man, and tree, 
and all, into the bottom of the dark pit. Man himself is this 
wretch, who, straying from tiie way of God's commandments, 
fell to eat of the forbidden fruit ; — instantly he fell. The pit 
over which he hangeth is the grave ; the tree whereby he 
holdeth is this mortal life ; the two worms are day and night ; 
the hive of honey is the pleasures and lusts of this world. 
Thereupon he greedily feeds, until the two consumers, day and 
night, in their vicissitudes, have eaten asunder the root of life. 
Then down drops earth to earth ; there it must lodge in the 
silent grave, neither seeing nor seen, blended in the forgotten 
dust and undistinguished mould, till it be awakened by the arch- 
angels' trump in tiie great day of Christ/ 

17—19. (17) wicked, in the sense of unfaithful to his trust, 
or wanting diligence in the execution of it. into mischief, as 
a punishment for his faithlessness." ambassador, only another 
word for messenger, not strictiy a king's representative, health, 
to all concerned ; to himself, to those who send him, and to those 
to whom he is sent.* (18) poverty, etc.^ a sentiment previously 
expressed, ch. x. 17, xiL 1. (19) desire accomplished, better, 
guicTtenecL desire.^ 

The incorrigible and tlie docile (v. 18). — I. The doom of the 
incorrigible — 1. In secular matters ; 2. In intellectual matters ; 
3. In moral matters. II. The destiny of the teachable. 1. His 
own soul will honour him ; 2. Society wiU honour him ; 3. God 
will honour him.** 

A faithfvl ambassador. — Count Bismarck left to consult his 
Majesty, and returned in a quarter of an hour. It then appeared 
that the King accepted the proposal as to Tours, but insisted that 
the garrison of Strasburg should constitute themselves prisoners. 
It would seem that M. Favre was out of health at the time, for 
he describes himself as being "perfectly exhausted" on the 
return of Prince Bismarck. For a moment he thought he should 
faint, and turned away to hide the tears which suffocated him. 
Asking to be excused for his involuntary weakness, he took his 
leave in these words : — '^ I made a mistake, M. le Comte, in coming 
here ; but I do not regret it. I have suffered sufficiently to 
excuse myself in my own eyes ; but in any case I only yielded to 
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a feeling of duty. I will report to my Government all that you 
have said, and, should they consider it fit again to send me to 
jou, however cruel the task for me, I shall have the honour of 
returning. I am grateful for the kindness you have shown me, 
but I fear that all that can be done is to let events take their 
course. The inhabitants of Paris are courageous, and resolved to 
make every sacrifice ; and their heroism may change the course 
of events. If you have the honour of conquering them, you will 
never subjugate them. The whole nation is possessed with the 
same sentiments. As long as there can be found one element of 
resistance amongst us, we shall fight you. This becomes an 
interminable struggle between two nations who should extend 
their hands to each other. I had hoped for a different solution. 
I leave most unhappy, but nevertheless full of hope."* 

20. waJketh, as his friends and chosen companions.^ com- 
panion, etc., the play upon words in the Heb. of this clause 
may be thus imitated, "He who attendeth fools tendeth to 
folly,"* be destroyed, better, " shall smart for it." 

T?i€ hest company (v. 20). — I. Who are the wise? 1. Those 
Trho seek the favour and friendship of God, the best of all ends ; 

2. Those who seek them through the acceptance of the Grospel, 
the best of aU means. II. How may we walk with the wise ? 
1. By cherishing their principles ; 2. By cultivating their society ; 

3. By perusing their publications. III. Why will walking with 
the wise make us wise ? 1. There is the force of example ; 2. 
There is the power of sympathy j 3. There is the influence of 
conversation ; 4. There is the promise of God.« — Tliefate of the 
fooVs friend, — I. Who are fools ? 1. Those who occupy their time 
and thoughts with trifles ; 2. Who neglect important truths and 
realities; 3. Who do not prepare for great and unavoidable 
realities. II. How may we walk with fools ? 1. By following 
their example ; 2. Frequenting their company ; 3. Heading their 
books. III. What are the consequences ? 1. We shall be tainted 
with their vices ; 2. Share in their present sufferings ; 3. In- 
Tolved in their everlasting doom.'* 

The scented clay. — " One day, as I was in the bath, a friend of 
mine put in my hand a piece of scented clay. I took it, and said 
to it, * Art thou musk or ambergris ? for I am charmed witii thy 
perfume.' It answered, * I was a despicable piece of clay, but I 
was some time in the company of the rose ; tiie sweet quality of 
my companion was communicated to me, otherwise I should only 
be a bit of clay as I appear to be.'"' — Lord Peterbarmt^h and 
FenSlon. — ^When Lord Peterborough lodged for a season with 
Fen^lon, Archbishop of Cambray, he was so delighted with his 
piety and virtue, that he exclaimed at parting, " If I stay here 
any longer, I shall become a Christian in spite of myself." 

21, 22. (21) pursuetli, and is sure to catch them one day. 
good shall be, or He, God, shaU repay good. " Destiny follows 
character. Misery grows out of sin, and happiness out of good- 
ness." « " The avenging deities are shod witii wool," but tiiey 
never pause or tire. (22) leaveth, etc., transmitteth his estate. 
Children's ohlldren, goodness secures stability through gene- 
rations, wealth . .just, an intimation that, in the long run, 
" the heaped up treasures of the wicked find their way into the 
hands of better men." * 



e CasseVs Hist, of 
Franco - Oerman 
War. 

" Sloth makes all 
things difficult, 
but Industry all 
easy; and he 
that risetfa late 
must trot all day, 
and shall scarce 
oyertake his 
busi ness at 
night; while 
Laziness travels 
so slowly, that 
Poverty soon 
overtakes him." 
— Franklin. 

a "A. good man 
is the best friend, 
and therefore 
soonest to be 
chosen, longer to 
be retained, and 
Indeed never to 
be parted with, 
unless he cease 
to be that for 
which he was 
chosen." — /, 
Taylor. 

6 "He that would 
be safe fr. the 
acts of evil must 
wisely avoid the 
occasions." — Bjp, 
Ball. 

1 Cor. XV. 83; 
Eph. V. IL 

e O. BrooJcs. 

d Ibid. 

"People have no 
right to make 
fools * of them- 
selves, unless 
they have no 
relations to 
blush for them." 
— ffaiiburton. 

e Persian Fable. 



a "Character 
draws destiny 
after it by an al- 
mighty magnet- 
ism. It is a fruit- 
ful tree ; it never 
ceases bearing ; 
every branch is 
clustered ; but 
the fruit is 
either misery or 
haoDiness, ao- 
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cording to itt 
own yital sap." — 
Jkiv. Thomas, D.D. 
Qe. V. 10; Nu. 
zzxy. 10; Ra ii. 
6—10. 

b Job xxvii 17; 
Eg. ii 36. 
Goodness is the 
safest Jaw of en- 
tail 

». 21. T.DorrinQ' 
ton, 169; Dr. S. 
Clarke,YL S19; J. 
W. Wietes, 23. 
V. 22. Sir H. W. 
Moneri^, 205 ; 
W. Jay, ilL 93. 
c Whitecro99, 



a Pr. xii 11. 
h He. zii. 6, 7. 

Pr. iii. 12, xxlU. 
13, 14, xxiz. 16. 

c '*Acts as if he 
hated him."— 
FauueL 

"It is Ai5 rod that 
must be used, the 
rod of a parent, 
directed by wis- 
dom and love, 
and designed for 
good, not the rod 
of a servant." — 
Mat. Henry. 

" Children have 
been called 
rough diamonds. 
Parents are to 
polish them, and 
they must 
neither be struck 
unskilfully nor 
left uncut. "-AtF. 
Thonuu, D.D. 
d Dr. R. Ward- 
Uup. 

V. 24. Dp. Fleet- 
tpood, 79. 

e Whitecross. 



a P& xzxriL 3. 

6 Is. Ixv. 13, 14; 
ML vi. 14. 

" Indolence i s, 
methinks, an 
intermediate 
state between 
pleasure and 
pain, and very 
much unbecom- 
ing any part of 
our life after we 
are out of the 
nurse's arms." — 
SteOe. 



The lost and w^faund. — " Walking along Bishopegate Street," 
says one, '^ I obeerved a group of women, one of whom was hold- 
ing by the hand a little child of two years and a half of age, to 
which they now and then cast an eye. As I was passing them, a 
girl asked her who held the child — ' Is that a lost child?' who 
answered it was. I looked to the poor child, which seemed per- 
fectly at ease, without any expression of concern. The girl's 
question strongly recurred to my mind, * Is that a lost child ? ' I 
immediately looked round upon the multitude, who were passing 
along on both sides of the street, asking myself — ^How many of 
these are lost and unfound children of men, still going astray, 
still wanderiog from God and the way of peace, yet as insensible 
to their situation as the little lost child, and have as little con- 
oem about returning to their Father's house as it had." How 
encouraging the tru&, that Christ came to seek and to save that 
which was lost.' 

23, 24. (23) muQh . . poor, every acre of land is full of 
possible weidth, which may be won from it by industry and skilL 
The reference is to newly-deared land, which has cost muoh 
labour, want of judgment, or disregard of right, comp. oh. 
xTi. 8.0 A great estate may be ruined by indiscretion. (24) 
spareth. his rod, the instnunent of wise and loving correction.* 
hateth,'^ in the Bible sense of lovinff less ; loving unworthily, 
injudicious, betimes, or early in the morning ; the sign of 
anxiety and earnestness. 

Parental corrections (». 24). — ^L The rod, however used, should 
be a last resort. II. We should be sure that a fault has been 
committed. III. Let there be always a due proportion between 
the fault and the correction. IV. Never chastise in a passion.^* 

Parental corrections. — ^A little boy of about five years of age, 
having ofitended his father, was called to account by him. After 
conversing with his son, and telling him the guilt and conse- 
quences of disobedience, the father knelt down and prayed for 
him. He then repeated to him a few texts of Scripture, such as, 
" He that sparetii the rod hateth his son ; but he that loveyi 
him, chasteneth him betimes." *^ Chasten thy son while there is 
hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying." " The rod and 
reproof give wisdom ; but a child left to himself bringeth his 
mother to shame." After briefly explaining these passages, ths 
father continued, '' You see, my son, what Qod. says ; now what 
is my duty ? " " Why, pa," said the littie boy, " it is your duty 
to punish me ; I have done wrong and deserve it." After re- 
ceiving the chastisement, he embraced and kissed his father ; and 
promised never again to disobey him.' 

25. eateth, the good fruitage of his righteous ways and 
works. God's promise to the righteous is, " Verily thou shalt be 
fed." « " Those that feast on the bread of life, that feast on the 
promises, meet with abundant satisfaction of soul there, eat, 
and are filled." belly, representing his carnal desires. Even in 
this life the wicked has not the beet of it.^ 

A great change. — ^An old medical gentleman, nine years ago. 

Dr. , had a respectable practice, and kept his carriage. He 

soon commenced, however, to partake too freely of intoxicating 
liquors. In a short time he neglected his patients, his character 
also became injur^, and for some time he aod his once respect- 
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able family hare been actoally reduced to such a state of desti- 
tation by mtempeianoe, that they have even been deprived of 
lodgingB) and had nothing to allay the craYings of natuze but a 
few cold potatoes, reoeiTed from their neighbours. A few weeks 
ago they were adbDoitted into the workhouse ; tiieir passage has 
since been paid to America, and they are about to leave ike land 
of t^ieir f alJiesB. What a change in nine years 1 « 



CHAPTER THE FOURTEENTH. 

1^. (1) every wise woman, lit. the wUdoms of women.' 
bnildeth, or establisheth, confirmeth, increaseth the wealth and 
stability of it.^ foolisli, add woman, incapable, with the further 
idea of wicked. The woman of miserable temper, or degrading 
bibit, such as drunkenness, soon ruins a home, plucketii, eto.y 
i.e. she as certainly destroys the family and the home as she would 
if she actually plucked down the house. (2) lie . . uparightness, 
wh. is the sure sign of the true fear of God.* " In his upright- 
iieB8"may be trans. '*in a level track." perverse, wavward, 
preferring the uneven and crooked ways of wflfulness. despiseth, 
Jehovah ; disregarding His laws and His judgments. (3) rod, 
or branch, " wh. he brandishes at random, and wh. often recoiU 
on himself." << The foolish here is the boastful and overbearing 
braggart, preserve them, or procure good to them. 

Sonsemfery (v. 1). — ^L Its great power. 1. It can build up 
materially, spiritually : 2. It can piill down. II. Its necessary 
qualification — wisdom. 1. Using the right means ; 2. Using the 
right means for the right end.' 

A literary wife. — ^ReSske affixed his wife's portrait to his learned 
and excellent edition of the Greek orators. In the preface to his 
first volume, he speaks with much gratitude and affection of the 
assistance she rendered him in comparing the nimierous editions 
and manuscripts, while he used to correct the text. " She is," 
says he, " a modest and frugal woman : she loves me and my 
Uteraxy employments, and is an industrious and skilful assistant. 
Induced by affection for me, she applied herself to the study of 
Greek and Latin under my tuition. She knew neither of these 
langnages when we were married ; but she was soon able to 
lighten the multifarious and very severe labours to be performed 
in this undertaking. The Aldine and Pauline editions die alone 
compared ; also the fourth Augustine edition. As I had taught 
her the Erasmian pronunciation, she read first to me the Mo- 
rellian copy, while I read those in manuscript. She laboured un- 
weariedly in arranging, correcting, and preparing my confused 
cjopy for the press. As I deeply feel, and publicly express, my 
gratitude for her aid, so I trust that present and future genera- 
tions may hold her name in honoured remembrance."/ — Heroic 
women. — Society is full of heroes of love and domestic fidelity. 
Thonsands of them are unknown on earth. They marc^ in ranks 
and battalions, so that we speak of them in nouns of multitude, 
as drunkards' wives. All those that under such circumstances lift 
themselves up above the ordinary line of human conduct, are 
heroic. And God waits for them, and heaven is home-sick for 
them. Oh, how they will shine there 1 Perchance, as you see 
them going through the street, meek and patient, their dress 



e Whitecrost. 



a Pr. 1. 20, ix. 1. 
&" The fallest re- 
cognition that 
has as yet met us 
oftheimportanoe 
of woman, for 
goodore7il,inal1 
human aodety." 
—Spi. Oofn. 
"By a pmdent 
wife, one that ia 
pious, indnstri- 
ona, and consi- 
derate, the afEiEdra 
of the ftunily are 
made to prosper* 
debts are paid» 
portions ndsed, 
provision made, 
the children well 
educated and 
maintained, and 
the family has 
comfort within 
doors and credit 
without. Thus is 
the house built." 
—Mat. Henry, 
e " The generat- 
ing in human 
hearts supreme 
love to Ood, is 
the only efl ective 
way to promote 
true molality in 
men — morality 
in the family, in 
the marlcet, in 
the nation, in the 
world. There is 
no true morality 
without religion. 
Piety is the first 
prindi^e of all 
rectitude."— /)«;. 
7%omatf D.D. 
d Wardtworth. 
e Dr. Thomas. 
/Mrt. Chad. 
"The bleakest 
rock upon the 
loneliest heath, 
feels in its bar- 
renness some 
touch of spring, 
and in the April 
dew, or beam cf 
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May, its moss and 
lichens freshen 
and revive— and 
thus the heart 
most sear'd to 
human pleasure, 
melts at the tear, 
joys at the smile 
of woman."— 5ir 
Joseph Beaumont. 
"Bums says with 
gloomy gran- 
deur, * There is a 
foggy atmo- 
sphere native to 
my soul in the 
hour of care 
which makes the 
dreary objects 
seem larger than 
life.' He who 
suffers thus 
cannot be re- 
lieved by any 
appliances save 
those that touch 
the heart— the 
homelier, the 
more sanative — 
and none so sure 
as a wife's affec- 
tionate ways, 
quietly moving 
about the house 
affairs, which, 
insignificant a s 
they are in them- 
selves, are felt to 
be little troubled 
realities that 
banish those 
monstrous phan- 
toms, showing 
them to be but 
glooms and 
shadows." — Pro- 
fessor Wilson, 
g H. W. Beecher. 
h Bultoer LytUm. 



a Com p. prov. 
** Nothing costs 
nothing, but 
brings nothing 
In." 

h mtzig. 

c " Labour has its 
rough unpleasant 
side, yet it ends 
in profit."—/^*. 
Com. 

d Dr. Thomas. 

V. 4. R. Montgo- 
mery t iii. 



aEz.xx.l6,xxiii. 
1 ; Pr. vi. 19, xli. 
17. 



growing more and more rusty, you Emule pityingly, and Bay, 
*' They are poor drunkards' wives ; they were promising once, but 
they hare gone down, down, down, and now they are nowhere." 
I beg your pardon, they have not gone down. They have been 
going up. And when you rise, with all your wealth, and 
learning, and genius, and stand in hearen, having escai)ed dam- 
nation so as by fire, you may stand lowest, and see them as far 
above you as &e stars to-night are above your heads. For the 
last shaU be first, and the lowest shall be highest.^' — The temper 
of women. — Happy the man on whose marriage hearth temper 
smiles kind from the eyes of woman 1 " No deity present," saith 
the heal^en proverb, *' where absent — ^prudence " — ^no joy long a 
guest where peace is not a dweller. Peace, so like faith, that 
"tiiey may be taken for each other, and x>oets have clad them with 
the same veil. But in childhood, in early youth, expect not the 
changeless green of the cedar. Wouldst thou distinguish fine 
temper from spiritless dulneas, from cold simulation — ask less 
what the temper, than what the disposition. Is the nature sweet 
and trustful, is it free from the morbid self-love which calls itself 
*^ sensitive feeling," and frets at imagfinary offences — ^is the ten- 
dency to be grateful for kindness, yet take kindness meekly, and 
accept as a benefit what the vain call a due 7 From dispositions 
thus blessed, sweet temper will come forth to gladden thee, 
spontaneous and free. Quick with some, with some slow, woxd 
and look emerge out of the heart. Be thy first question, " Is the 
heart itself generous and tender ? " If it be so self-control comes 
Mrith deepening affection. Call not that a good heart whidi, 
hastening to sting if a fibre be ruffled, cries, *' I am no hypocrite." 
Accept that excuse, and revenge becomes virtue. But where the 
heart, if it give the offence, pines till it win back the pardon ; if 
offended it^lf , bounds forth to forgive, ever longing to soothe, 
ever grieved if it wound ; then be sure that its nobleness will 
need but few trials of pain in each outbreak, to refine and 
chasten its expression. Fear not then; be but noble thyself, 
thou art safe.* 

4. crib is clean, needs therefore no labour, but as certainly 
yields no increase or profit.* The meaning is, " He who will 
develop his wealth to a gratifying abundance must employ the 
appropriate means." ^ G^ie ox is the animal used in fazming 
work, strength, wh. is used in ploughing, etc., but calls for 
labour in tending and feeding, etc.« 

The clean crib (v, 4). — ^I. lie negative gain of indolence: saves 
labour. 1. Trust in secular matters ; 2. In intellectual matters ; 
3. In spiritual matters. II. The positive loss of indolence. 1. In 
secular matters, the pleasure of gaining and rightly using wealth ; 
2. In intellectual matters : 3. In spiritual matters.^* 

Fi^edericJt II. of Prussia, even after age and infirmitieB had 
increased upon him, gave strict orders never to be allowed to 
sleep later than four in the morning. Peter the Great, whether 
at work in the docks at London as a ship-carpenter, or at the 
anvil as a blacksmith, or on the throne of Eussia, always rose 
before daylight. " I am," says he, " for making my life as long 
as I can, and therefore sleep as little as possible." 

6, 6. (5) lies, or false injurious things concerning his 
neighbour.^* utter lies, or the very breath of him is lies. (6) 
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soomer . . not, bee. his spirit preTents him from either seeing 
or Taluing truth. Only the humble and teachable spirit succeeds 
in seeking, nnderstandeth, i.e. '^ considers God*s majesty and 
power, and his own weakness, and therefore humbly seeks for 
His grace by prayer.* 

Deceit dUcovei'ed. — The writer of an article on the " Madras 
Washerman," in the Leisure Hmir for 1854, says : ^' It is a com- 
mon excuse (among a certain class of the Madras gentry) with 
regard to linen, personal or for the table, to say that the washer- 
man has not brought them home yet, the said washerman being 
perfectly innocent of having even so much as a rag in his pos- 
session. Once, however, a gentleman, who indulged in such 
falsehoods, was properly caught in his own net. Having a few 
friends to dinner, when all the guests were assembled there 
existed a deficit in the article of napkins. * Where are all the 
napkins 1 ' asked the host, austerely, of his black servant. * Master 
got no more,' bluntly responded that individuaL A look black 
as a thundercloud was the poor servant's reward^ whilst the 
abashed entertainer endeavoiured to explain away the matter as 
best he could. No sooner, however, had the guests retired than 
the i)oor trembling chokerawas summoned and severely repri- 
manded. *And mind,' concluded the master, *if ever anytMng 
of that kind is wanting again, you always say that they are gone 
to the wash.' The servant promised obedience, and to the utter 
confusion of his master followed his instructions to the letter ; 
for it happened, not long afterwards, when more guests were 
assembled, that this time the host was short of silver spoons. 

* Where are all the spoons ? ' demanded he, recklessly, of blacky. 

* Oh, if you please, sir,' said the boy, * them all gone to the wa^.' " 
So the Madras washerman might have whispered a startling fact 
Into this gentleman's ears, which he ought to have known well 
himself, namely, that however trifling a sin may appear, it 
will, if you do not learn to forsake it, find you out and shame 
yon, and that too when least expected. 

7 — 9. (7) when thou, eto.y better, and tJunif etc. ; however 
long you may be. with the foolish man you will get nothing but 
folly from him. (8) understand his way, carefully studying 
it, and considering what may be for the best, deceit, prob. 
self-deceit. Or, " Qie folly, not the wisdom, of fools is shown in 
their ceaseless effort to deceive."" (9) fools . . sin, some Itrans. 
*' The sacrifice maketh sport of fools." The expiatory sacrifice 
wli. ungodly fools offer to God is utterly useless, as it does not 
gain the favour of GUxL^ 

Beware of the foolish (v. 7). — I. Or you may be classed with 
him. n. When you find him incorrigible. III. For you may 
excite him to greater folly. lY. Because folly is contagious. 
V. He may harm you. VI. You do him too much honour/ — True 
nvisdom (v. 8). — ^I. The wisdom of some is to understand things 
which cannot be imderstood. II. The wisdom of others is to pry 
into things which, if understood, are of little or no use. III. Of 
others to understand the way of other men. lY. Our highest 
wisdom is to understand our own way through life to the heavenly 
home.' 

Mr. Wilmer. — ^Dr. Doddridge mentions in one of his letters 
that Mir. Wilmer, the eldest son of the then (1743) Member of 
Parliament for Northampton, died a few days before of a fright. 



TJnfalthfnlness 
in witnesses is 
one of the mosir 
serious difficul- 
ties felt in East- 
ern law courts. 
h Wordsteorth, 
" The bearing of 
this Prov. is 
plainly directed 
against that su- 
perficial, trivial, 
seeming culture 
of the scoffers at 
religion (who, in 
the perverted 
sense of the word, 
are the enlight- 
ened), wh. lacks 
all genuine 
earnestness, and 
for that very rea- 
son all really deep 
knowledge and 
d i scemment." — 
Zockler. 

Pr. viii. 9; Jno. 
vii. 17 ; Ja. i. 6, 6. 
w. 6—8. R. Green- 
ham, 612. 
"He that comes 
to seek after 
knowledge with 
a mind to scorn 
and censure, 
shall be sure to 
find enough for 
his humour, but 
none for his in- 
struction."- Zord 
Bacon, 



aSpk. Com, 

bZSckler. 

"With regard to 
evil companions 
it has been said, 
'One rotten ap- 
ple will infect the 
store ; the putrid 
grape corrui>tft 
the whole sound 
duster. If I have 
found any good 
companions, I 
will cherish them 
as the choicest of 
men, or as angels 
wh. are sent as 
guardians to me. 
If I have any bad 
ones I will study 
to lose them, lest 
by keeping them 
I lose myself in 
the end." — 
Feltham. 

c Stems and 7\ciffs. 
d A. Fuller, 
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"Of all thieves 
fools are the 
wont ; they rob 
you of time and 
temper."— OoefAe. 



a ** Bach mind 
possesses in its 
interior man- 
sions a solemn 
retired apart- 
ment, peculiarly 
its own, into wh. 
none bat himself 
and the Deity can 
enter.*'— jRM<er. 

"Within the 
range of hnman 
ezperienoe there 
is perhaps no ex- 
prrasion of the 
ultimate solitade 
€f each man's sool 
at all times, so 
strlldng in its 
troth and depth 
as this. Some- 
thing there is in 
every sorrow, and 
in every joy, wh. 
no one dlse can 
share." — ^.j 
Com. 

1 Cor. IL 11. 

hC. Simeon, MjL. 

c R, W, JkHey 

At, Jim 

d WkUeerou, 



o Pr. xvL 2. 

b "Backsliding 
begins in the 
heart; it is the 
evil heart of un- 
belief that de- 
parts fr. Qod; 
and of all sinners 
backsliders will 
have most texvor 
whoi tiiey reflect 
on their own 
ways." — Mat. 
Henry. 

Pr. 1. 81, xli. 14. 

c Q. Brook*. 

V. 12. R. Warn' 
/ord,llW;J. I. 



He had been drinking' the devil's health, with a profane debauchee, 
the son of a baronet, who was his intimate companion, and who, 
to try the young l^ero's courage, placed a servant under the bed, 
who first lifted it up, and then came out in some disguise with a 
noise, which shocked the wretched youth to such a degree that 
he never recovered from it. ** Fools make a mock of sin ;" bat 
th^ find, after all, tiiat its " wages " is "death."' 

10, 11. (10) own bitterness, Heb. hUtemess of hU soul^wh. 
is the seat of the passions and pertnrbationB of man's natoie." 
(11) house, etc.y comp. ch. zii. 15, zvi. 25. house, wh. seems 
firmly established is contrasted with the tabernacle, or tent, vh. 
seems so slight and unBtable. 

Man^s experience bnonm to himself alone (v. 10). — ^This-is tme— 
I. In reference' to the concerns of this world. "Maixy have 
troubles, comforts, joys, of which others must be ignorant, n. 
In reference to the concerns of the soul. Learn hence — 1. Con- 
tentment; 2. Charity; 3. Earnestness in the ways of God.*— 
The solUude of the soul. — ^I. We should feel a kind of awe in the 
presence of the humblest, the poarest, the most commonplace of 
mankind. II. How uncertain our judgments are oonceming 
the moral character of men. IIL Our ignorance of each other s 
life should teach us the right value of the good opinion of men. 
lY. We should care supremely for God's judgment of our 
chaxacter, and rely upon His supixirt, etc. Y. G<)d'8 perfect know- 
ledge makes His sympathy with us x>erfect.' 

Demtigiers. — Few authors could be mentioned who had the 
reputation of being such entertaming^oompanions as DesaugiecB ; 
no one could enliven a company of friends, or set tiie table in a 
roar like him. There is not one of his songs which does not 
breathe the most lively and most unfettered gaie^ ; and as to 
the figure of Desaugiers, it seemed the most complete type of 
the happiest man upon the face of the earth. Always singmg. 
always laughing, the countenance of Desaugiers seemed to defy 
the attacks of sorrow ; his whole Uf e appeared to be spent in the 
midst of a continual feast. And yet Desaugiers was sad; 
melancholy overwhelmed his heart in his most joyous festivals, 
and amidst his most mirthful songs ; if he celebrated so much 
the pleasures of wine, it was because he sought in it the forget- 
fulness of that g^nawing grief which he concealed from ever; 
eye, and would have wi^^ to conceal even from himself.^ 

12 — TlA. (12) a way, plainly the way of wilfulness and edf- 
indulgence." seemeth right, according to the man's ideas, 
not is right according to the law of God. ways of death, 
surely lead down to moral ruin. (13) in laughter, i.e. often 
in circumstances producing a superficial joyousness, th«ne is 
often an underlying prof ounder sorrotr. But the reference here 
is better confined to the mirth of the foolish and self-willed. 
(14) backslider, one who falls away from God and God- 
fearing, in heart, this may come to pass before tbeie are 
wrong-doings in tiie lif e.^ But God knoweth the heart, and will 
be sure to bring on the man the bitter fruitage of his sin. gpood 
. . self, lit. " a good man is away from such ;" he will not asso- 
ciate with the l»ckdider. 

The backslider (v. 14). — I. Backsliding has its seat and sounse 
in the heart. II. It may be ascribed to various causes. HI. It 
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may be checked by a remembranoe of f ozmer attainments, by a 
sense of present unhappiness, by an anticipation of f atare judg- 
ments.' 

A hearer of the Rev, Dr. Doddridge, — ^Dr. Doddridge was onoe 
preaching on the calling and the glorious hopes of the Christian. 
One of his heazers, after the sermon, addressed him in the 
following terms : " Ton have made an excellent and enoonrag- 
ing discourse ; but these privileges do not belong to me, nor 
shall I ever have the least interest in them." ** What reason 
have you for so saying ?" asked the doctor ; " Jesus is able to 
save to the uttermost." " I will tell you my circumstances," the 
man replied, '* and then you will not be surprised. I once made 
a profession of religion, which I supported with great regularity 
and decorum for several years. I was very strict in the per- 
formance of the duties required by the Christian Efystem. None 
could charge me wil^ immorality of conduct, or tiie neglect of 
positive commands ; but in course of time my zeal departed from 
me, and I became careless and remiss in my walk and conversa- 
tion. I felt no satisfaction arising from the performance of 
spiritual duties, and gradually declined my customary observance 
of them. Instead of praying twice or thrice a day, I only prayed 
onoe ; tiie same wi1& respect to family religion ; and at last 
l^ese sacred engagements were entirely omitted, which soon dis- 
covered itself by my outward conduct. Ungodly company, and 
the gratification of sense, became my only enjoyments, in which 
I could indulge, free from t&ose strong convictions of guilt and 
^nadfnl appr^ensions of future misery which retirement and 
cftlm reflection impose upon the mind. Soon after this change 
took place, I was left guardian to a young lady, whose fortune 
was committed to my care ; but I expended her money, and 
mined her reputation. Still I was sensible how far preferable 
a virtuous life was to a wicked one, and I was careful to instruct 
my children in the principles of religion. "When I returned one 
evening from my sinful pursuits, I asked them, as usual, if they 
could repeat their lesson. ' Yes,' said the youngest, ^ and I have 
a lesson for you too, papa.* She then read Ezek. xxiv. 13 : — 
^Because I have purged thee, and thou wast not purged, thou 
Shalt not be purged from thy filthiness any more, till I have 
caused My fury to rest upon thee.' This I considered was to seal 
my doom, and I now have nothing but a fearful looking for of 
judgment." ** 

16—17. (15) simple, in the bad sense : ch. i. 22. He is 
credulous, does not give due heed, so is easily deceived, looketh 
"^ell, pondereth, oonsidereth, formeth good and wise judgements.' 
06) fearetli, sospeotetih danger, rageth, etc, acts proudly 
and conceitedly ; lushes recklessly forward into mischief. (17) 
soon angry, Ut, short of anger; hastily angry.* foolishly, 
gets himself into many and needless troubles, wicked devices, 
who deliberately plots and plans evil, hated, surely gains the 
enmity of those whom he seeks to injure. 

Xerxes. — ^Xerxes crowned his footman in the morning, and 
beheaded him in the evening of the same, day ; and Andronicus, 
the Greek Emperor, orown^ his admiral in the morning, and 
then took off his head in the afternoon. Eoffensis had a 
cardinal's hat sent to him, but his head was cut off before it 
came to hand. Most say of their crowns, as a certain king said 



8. Cellerter, ii. 
277; J. Jowettf 
253. 

V. 18. Bp. Aber- 
nethyy 312 ; Dr. H. 
Blair, y. 247; W. 
Reading, iy. 242. 

V. 14. T. Mdntorif 
Iv. 1108; Dr. B. 
Ibbot, L 68 ; Dr. 
T. Coney, i. 29; 
P. Pyle, IIL 201 ; 
T. Newman, i. 
245 ; T. Coyte, ii. 
35 ; W. Mason, 
Iv. 13; J. H. 
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"For foote msh 
in where angels 
fear to tread." — 
Pope. 

" Folly oonsiste in 
the drawing of 
false oonclosions 
from just princi- 
ples, by whioh 
it is distin- 
guished from 
madness, which 
draws just con- 
clusions from 
false principles." 
— Locke, 

**Bow to no pa- 
tron's insolence ; 
rely on no frail 
hopes, in freedom 
live and die." — 
Seneca. 

dR.T.8. 



a Fr. zxii 3. 

h " Pooms up 
quickly, flies into 
passion."— 28dfc- 
ler. 

V. 15. Dr. W. 
Dodwell, ii. 137; 
/. Mason, i. 79 ; 
W. Gresley, 167. 

t. 16. Dr. W. 
Paley, i. 10. 

"No man should 
so act as to take 
advantage of 
another's foUy." 
—Cicero, 
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"Men may live 
f oola, but fools 
they cannot die." 



a •'How did the 
860 souls bow 
before Paul, the 
prisoner, amidst 
the dangers of 
the storm on the 
Adriatic Seal 
He became the 
moral com- 
mander of all on 
board as the 
perils thickened 
aroond them.*' — 
Da'v, Thomas, 
DJ), 

"Alfonsus, king 
of Castile, used to 
employ his leisure 
hours in the 
study of astro- 
nomy. Having 
discovered what 
he supposed to be 
an irregularity, 
he said, *' If I had 
been by when the 
Maker of the 
world was at 
work, I could 
have given Him 
some good 
advice." 



bR^T.S. 



a "Few maxims 
in the book jar 
so upon our feel- 
ings as this, and 
yet it does but 
represent the 
generalisation of 
a wide experi- 
ence. We seem 
to hear what 
worldly moral- 
isers have re- 
peated in a hun- 
dred tannB."-S^k. 
Com, 

6 "A beneficent 
person is like a 
fountain water- 
ing the earth, 
and spreading 
fertility; it is 



I of his, '' Oh, crown ! more noble than happy !" It was a just 
complaint which long ago was made against the heathen gt)d8, 
Ofaciles dare gumma deos eademque tueri difficUes! They could 
give their f ayourites great gifts, but they could not maintain 
Qiem in the possession of them« 

18, 19. (18) simple, as v, 15. crowned with, or gather 
vnsdom around them. (19) bow before, etc^ this v, suggests 
the humbling of the wicked by the punishment their sins incur. 
With possible allusion to. the crorniimg of the good in the 
previous verse, at the gates, as if they were supplicant 
beggars.* 

Volney. — Yolney, the infidel, while prosecuting his philo- 
sophical discoveries in North America, had taken a passage, with 
about twenty other persons, in a vessel from one part of the 
extensive lake Ontario to another. He was very communicative, 
allowed no opportunity to escape of ridiculing Christianity, and 
behaved altogether in a very profane manner. In the course of 
the voyage, a tremendous storm came on : the schooner struck 
upon a shoal or rock at a considerable distance from an inacces- 
sible shore, and continued to beat so violently that they expected 
every moment that she would go to pieces ; in which case their 
destruction would have been inevitable. In this awful situation 
the vain philosopher literally lost all the powers of reason. One 
moment he was quite frantic, and raged like a madman; 
another, in wild consternation, he looked into some of Voltaire's 
works, which he generally carried in his bosom ; then despair 
took hold on him, and he uttered the most incoherent expres- 
sions, and offered a large sum of money to the captain, to prevail 
on hhn to attempt what was utterly impossible, namely, to pnt 
him ashore in a small boat. In all his misery he had a com- 
panion in the cook, who lashed himself to the foremast, and 
then, in the greatest agony of despair, uttered the most horrid 
imprecations. The vessel held together in that situation for 
above two hours, when the wind shifted about, and they got off, 
and arrived safely at the place of their destination. After ^e 
storm, Volney eiiowed himself no less weak, in requesting i 
several of the passengers not to mention his behaviour on this I 
awful occasion.^ 

20, 21. (20) hated, repelled as disagreeable, obnoxioos, 
troublesome." Comp., however, v, 21. rich . . £riends, Meh. 
** many are the lovers of the rich;" partly satirical. Maoiyare 
those willing to be friends for the sake of what can be got oat 
of them. (21) despiseth . . sinneth, whether he be poor or 
rich, our neighbour ^ould be to us an object of interest aiKl love, 
mercy . . poor, comp. v. 20, for the contrast.* happy is he, 
finding for himself how charity is twice blessed : it blesses him 
who gives and him who takes. 

Howard and tlie countess. — ^The eminently great and good 
Howard, the philanthropist, neither wanted courage nor iadentto 
administer reproof where he thought it was needed. A Gccman 
count, governor of Upper Austria, with his countess, called one 
day on the man who had excited so large a share of the public 
attention. The count asked him the state of the prisons within 
his department. Mr. Howard replied: <*The worst in all 
Germany;" and advised that the countess should Tiflit the 
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female prisoners. " I," said she, haughtily ; " I go into prisons 1" 
and rapidly hastened downstairs in great anger. Howard, in- 
dignant at her proud and unfeeling disposition, loudly called 
after her, " Madam, remember that you are a woman yourself ; 
and you must soon, like the most miserable female prisoner in a 
dungeon, inhabit but a small space of that earth from which you 
equally originated." • 

22, 23. (22) err, i.e, wander fr. the ways of righteousness, 
devise, in their minds. Wickedness of heart surSy finds its 
expression in wicked wandering ways. The word used lit. means, 
eafve out, mercy and truth, God's manifestations of Himself 
to them. (23) labour, diligent activity." talk of the lips, 
talk, and nothing else ; talk that is not associated with work.^ 

Cyms a gardener, — ^When Lysander, a Lacedemonian general, 
broujght magnificent presents to Cyrus, he was shown, and much 
adnr&ed, the royal gardens. Cyrus told him, in answer to his 
inquiries, that he had himself drawn and entirely marked out the 
plan of the gardens, and had planted many of the trees with his 
own hands. •' What I " exclaimed Lysander, with astonishment, 
and viewing Cyrus from head to foot, " is it possible that, with 
those purple robes and splendid vestments, those strings of jewels 
and brackets of gold, those buskins so richly embroidered, — is it 
possible that you could play the gardener, and employ your royal 
hands in plaiiting trees?" "Does that surprise you?" said 
Cyrus : " I assure you that, when my health permits, I never sit 
down to my table without having fatigued myself, either in 
military exercise, rural labour, or some other toilsome employ- 
ment, to which I apply myself with pleasure." Lysander, still 
more amazed, pressed Cyrus by the hand, and said, "You are 
truly happy, and deserve your high fortune, since you unite it 
with virtue." 

24. crown *. . riches, either meaning, " the well-earned pos- 
sessions of the wise become l^s honour, are a real adornment to 
him, for wh. he is with good reason praised : " « or " The crown, 
i.e. the gloiy, of the wise man constitutes his wealth. He alone 
is truly rich even as he alone is truly king." * is folly, however 
it be associated, either with riches or with poverty, it is folly j 
you can make nothing else of it.' 

A rich fool. — 

Thee, senseless stock, because thou'rt richly gilt. 
The blinded people without cause admire. 
And superstition impiously hath built 
Altars to that which should have been the fire. 

"Where shall my tongue consent to worship thee, 
Since all's not gold that glisters and is fair ? 
Carving but makes an image of a tree : 
But gods of iniages are made by prayer. 

Sabean incense, in a fragrant cloud 

Illustriously suspended o'er thy crown 

liike a king's canopy, makes thee allow'd 

For more &an man. But let them take thee down. 

And thy true value be once understood. 

Thy dull idolaters wiU find thou'rt wood.'' 

VOL. VIT. O.T. I 



therefore more 
delightful and 
more honourable 
to give than to 
receive." — Epi- 
curus. 

c Ckeever. 



ft "It is only by 
labour that 
thought can be 
made healthy, 
and the two can- 
not be separated 
with impunity." 
—Ruskin. 

b "He that is 
lavish in words is 
a niggard in 
deeds. The 
shuttle, the 
needle, the spade, 
the brush, the 
chisel, all are still 
but the tongue." 
—Sir W. Raleigh. 

V. 22. J)r. A. A 
Evans, 349. 

"To be truly and 
really inde- 
pendent, is to 
support ourselves 
by our own exei' 
tioxa."— Farter, 



a Zdckler. 

h Spk. Com. 

e "Why, was it 
not foolishness 
before they were 
rich? Yes, but 
now it has be- 
come egregious 
foolishness." — 
Trapp. 

V. 24. E. Wapte, 
i. 65 ; a Chais, ii. 
294; Dr. W. 
Stevens, ii. 239. 

"Men leave their 
riches either to 
their kindred or 
their friends, and 
moderate por- 
tions prosper 
best in both."— 
Baeon. 

d Fanshawe. 

"Nothing hides a 
blemish so com- 
pletely as cloth 
of gold."— Mare, 
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a **lt is prob. 
that the intended 
antitheslB relates 
not BO much to 
the acttud fact of 
truth saving and 
falsehood con- 
demning, as to 
the disposUioru 
and intentions of 
the faithful wit- 
ness on the one 
hand, and the 
lying witness on 
the other. The 
faithful witness 
delightsin giving 
testimony that 
will save life, 
that win be salu- 
tary, beneficial to 
hia fellow-crea- 
tures.? — Quoted 
by Dav, Thomas, 
D.D. 

b *'Oreature ex- 
tremity can 
never reach be- 
yond the help of 
omnipotence." — 
meholU. 

Hab. iiL 17—19. 

e Sigma in 400t 

Sks. 

dWhUeeross, 

a "This is the 
teaching of a 
true political 
economy." — 
Fausset. 

"It is the wis- 
dom of princes, 
by a mild and 
gentle govern- 
ment, by en- 
coun^ng trade 
and husbandry, 
and by making 
all easy under 
them, to promote 
the increase of 
their people."— 
Mat. Henry. 

6 Nu. 3di. 3 ; 1 
Pe.ii.21— 23. 

c Matt. V. 22; 
Eph. iv. 26, 27, 
31 ; Ja. i. 18. 

dR.T.S. 



a ^pk. Conu 

b Ja. iii. 16. 
"A fretful, en- 
vious, discon- 
tented spirit, is 
its o¥m puniah- 



26—27. (25) true witness, v. 5. speaketli lies, the 
misohievoiiB influence of wh. is sure to be diBoovered.' (26) 
strong oonfidenoe, or sense of secority. They have God on 
their side.* Ms children, another term for those who feax 
God. It is more natural to refer this to Jehoyah's worshippers 
than to the children of the pious. (27) fountain, etc^ oh. xiiL 
14, also X. 11. 

Tfie source of true confidence (v. 26). — I. In the fear of the 
Lord is strong confidence. 1. Fear of God includes inward and 
outward religion ; 2. Such religion Inspires the soul with confi- 
dence; 3. With confidence at all times, poverty, sickness, per- 
secution, temptation, etc. 11. And His children have a place of 
refuge. 1. Here in the mercsy and favour of God ; 2. Hereafter 
in the heavenly world.* 

Beproofwith tact, — ^A number of gay young persons got up a 
ball in a neighbourhood in which "Dr. Nettleton of America had 
been preaching with great success, a:^d, for the amusement of 
themselves and others, inserted the reverend gentleman^s name 
at the head of the list of managers. The company assembled at 
t^e time appointed. About the hour for commencing the dance, 
Dr. Nettleton made his appearance, and observed to the oompany 
that he perceived, from ihe tickets that had been issued, that he 
had been appointed a manager, and therefore he proposed to 
open the services with prayer. He then offered up a very affect- 
ing prayer for the thoughtless group ; which was blessed of God 
to the conviction of a number of those present, several of whom 
afterwards made a profession of religion, united with the church, 
and were never afterwards found within the walls of a ball- 
room.' 

28, 29. (28) multitude of people, in contrast with mere 
pomp, conquest, or gorgeous array. The true glory is a numeroos. 
prosperous, and happy people.* (29) slow t0 wrath,* not 
suddenly roused to passion, able to command his own spirit 
Comp. soon angry, v. 17. hasty of spirit, Heb. short (f spirit.' 
exatteth folly, by gfiving passion the throne and sceptre, and 
placing the soul imder her capricious and violent dominion: 
exalts, or lifts up in the gaze of men. 

Sir Isaac Newton and his dog. — Sir Isaac Newton's temper, it 
is said, was so equal and mild, that no accident could disturb it : 
a remarkable instance of which is related as follows : — Sir I^ac 
had a fayourite little dog, which he called Diamond. Being one 
evening called out of his study into the next room, Diamond wa5 
left behind. When Sir Isaac returned, having been absent bat a 
few minutes, he had the mortification to find that Diamond h^i 
overturned a lighted candle among some papers, the nearlj 
finished labour of many years, which were soon in flames, ani 
almost consumed to ashes. This loss, from Newton's advano:'' 
age, was irreparable ; but, without at all punishing the dog. he 
exclaimed, ^' Oh, Diamond, Diamond, you little know the mischit- ^^ 
you have done 1 "<* 

30. sound heart, ''one in wh. all emotions and &ppetitt> 
are in a healthy equilibrium. The contrast with this is the enry 
wh. eats, like a consuming disease, into the very bones an.d marrow 
of a man's moral life." ' envy,* which has no rest ; here passioc. 
violent excitement in generad, is meant. 
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Bnvy degtrucHve. — ^When a statue bad been erected by his 
fellow-citizens of Thasos, to Tbeogenes, a celebrated victor in one 
of the public games of Greece, we are told that it excited bo 
strongly- the envious hatred of one of his rivals, that he went to 
it every night, and endeavoured to throw it down by repeated 
blows, till, at last, unfortunately successful, he was able to move 
it from its pedestal, and was crushed to death beneath it on its 
fall. This, if we consider the self-ooneuming misery of envy, is 
trnly what happens to every envious man. He may, perhaps, 
throw down his rival's glory ; but he is crushed in his whole soul 
beneath the glory which he overturns.^ 

31. oppresseth, cmvp. term " mocketh " in ch. xvii. 6. All 
Muds of injuries done to the poor are included : all forms in 
which positions of power and authority are used for unjust, 
tyiamiical, or unbrotherly ends, his Maker, i,e. the Maker of 
tilie poor ; regarded as having appointed his lot.^ honoTireth. . . 
poor, better read, *' He that ha& merpy on the poor ^ honoureth 
Him," i.e. God. 

Godliness and inhumanity (v. 31). — Godlinefss and humanity 
are essentially one. The text teaches — ^I. That inhumanity is 
ungodliness. Oppression of the poor is a reproach of God — 1. 
By disregarding that identity of nature with which our Maker 
has endowed Sn classes ; 2. By disregarding those laws which 
our Maker has enjoined respecting the poor. 11. True humanity 
is godliness.* 

HnnnanUy, — ^When the Bomans had ravaged the province of 
Azazane, and 7,000 Persians were brought to Armlda, where they 
suffered extreme want, Acases, the bii£op of that city, observed, 
that as God said, *' I love mercy better than sacrifice," He would 
certainly be better pleased with the relief of His suffering 
creatures, t^an with being served with gold and sQver in their 
churches. The clergy were of the same opinion. The consecrated 
vessels were sold, and with the proceeds the 7,000 Persians 
were not only maintained during the war, but sent home at its 
conclusion with money in their pockets. Varenes, the Persian 
monarch, was so charmed with this humane action, that he in- 
vited the bishop to his capital, where he received him with the 
utmost reverence, and for his sake conferred many favours on the 
Christians.' 

32. driven away, by a violent death.* in Ms wickedness, 
with all its burdens and penalties upon him. Continued wicked- 
ness is not remedial but destructive, hope . . death, of a 
gracious Div. presence and help.^ The poetical parallelism of 
the verse is preserved by rendering "In his misfortune (or 
adversity) the wicked is overthrown, but the righteous has con- 
fidence even in his death." ' 

A contrast (v. 32). — ^We have here two deaths. I. The death 
of the wicked 1. In his wickedness, died as he lived, resolutions 
of amendment unfulfilled, not a death-bed penitent ; 2. Driven 
away, compelled to go, notwithstanding all his reluctance ; 3. 
Driven away in his wickedness. II. The death of the righteous. 
1. He has hope in the Divine presence ; 2. He has the hope of 
immediate admission into glory ; 3. Of a blessed resurrection ; 
4. And of a glorious immortadity. Note — (1) We must all die ; 
(2) Death shall not wear the same aspect to aU.** — The hope of the 

I 2 



xnent; it oon- 
Bumes the flesh, 
prays upon the 
animal spirits, 
makes the coun- 
tenance pale, and 
is the rottenness 
of the bones." — 
Mat. Henry. 

cDr. Brown, 



a Matt. xxT. 40 ; 
also 1 Sa. iL 6; 
JobxzxL 13—16; 
Ps. cxili. 7; Pr. 
xdi.S. 

h Mat. xi. 5, xxvi. 
11 ; Ja. ii. 5. 

c Dr. Thomas. 

"True humanity 
consists not in a 
squeamish ear ; 
it consists not in 
starting or 
shrinking at 
tales of misery, 
but in a dispo- 
sition of heart to 
relieve it. True 
humanity apper- 
tains rather to 
the mind than to 
the nerves, and 
prompts men to 
use real and 
active endea- 
vours to execute 
the actions which 
it suggests." — 
Charles James 
Fox. 

d Whitecross. 



a Ps. XXXV. 5, 6, 
xxxvi. 12, Ixii. 3, 
Ixxiii. 18, 19. 

b " The hope wh. 
abides even <in 
death ' must, like 
that of thePaoIm- 
ist, look beyond 
iV—Spk. Com. 
" A clear testi- 
mony (at time of 
death) of a future 
state of rewards 
and punish- 
ments. Comp. 
Job xix. 26—27 ; 
Ps. xvi. 12, xvii. 
16, xdiL 4 ; Ecd. 
xii. 14."— Iford*- 
worth. 
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c Rueetsehu 

d 0. Brooks. 

"I am sick, not 
to death, bat to 
life."— Myeonitu. 
*' I am almost 
well."— /Jfc^rd 
Baxter. *' Mercy 
is triumphant." 
^Dr. Rice. "I 
shall be the most 
glorious instance 
of sovereign 
grace in all 
heaven."— i2«7. 
Thomas Walter. 
"My hope is in 
the mercy of God 
through Jesus 
Christ" —Fisher 
Ames, 

Bishop Hooper, 
to one that ten- 
dered a pardon 
upon recanta- 
tion, said — "If 
you love my soul, 
away with it ; if 
you love my soul, 
away with it." 
One of the com- 
missioner s 
prayed him to 
consider that life 
is sweet and 
death is bitter. 
" True," said he, 
"but the death 
to come is more 
bitter, and the 
life to come is 
more sweet." 

e American 8. S. 
World. 

a " Fools carry 
their wisdom, 
wh. is however 
in fact only folly, 
always upon 
their tongues, 
and seek most as- 
siduously to 
make it known. 
The expression is 
pointed and iro- > 
nical, and yet not 
for that reason 
nuintelligible."— 
0. Z^kler. 

h Dr. Thomas. 

" Learn to hold 
thy tongue. Five 
words cost Za- 
ch arias forty 
-weeks' silence." 
—Fuller, 



righteous in death (v. 32). — I. Consider the character of the per- 
sons who are said to have hope in their death. 1. Every true 
belieyer is righteous according to the covenant of grace ; 2. Hiey 
have also an inherent righteousness wrought in them by the 
Holy Spirit ; 3. They endeavour to be actually righteous in their 
imitation of Christ. II. A few of the things that the righteous 
hope for in their dying moments. 1. They hope to have the gra- 
cious presence of God with them in that solemn hour of death ; 2. 
They hope for immediate admission into heaven ; 3. They hope 
for the resurrection of their bodies to a glorious immortality ; 4. 
They have hope of eternal life, of the complete salvation of their 
entire nature, of the reunion of soul and body, and of being for 
ever with the Lord amid all the glories of the heavenly state. 

The scoffer^ s death. — A remarkable coincidence was narrated 
to us a short time since by an intelligent, wealthy gentleman of 
this city, now living and well known and highly esteemed in 
business circles. He was a professor of religion, and had been 
led to think of his sculps aifairs by seeing a Mend on his death- 
bed deprived of reason, and in his delirium cursing and swearing, 
a thing he never did when he was in health. Our friend onoe 
occupi^ a desk in the same counting-room on the wharf, with a 
man much older than himself, and who was a coarse, profane 
atheist — quite disposed to make others like himself. One night, 
as they were about shutting up, this man took our informant by 
the jacket, and said flippantly tiiat he was surprised " such a clever 
fellow as he should believe in religplon," using some very blas- 
phemous expression. To a request that he would abstain from 
such language he repeated some of his profane slang, and to a 
remark i£at " if such notions might do to live by, they would not 
do to die by, he said, " I'll venture that 1 " "I think you wonld 
have some fears," replied his friend, " if it should be said to yon. 
* Thou fool 1 this night shall thy soul be required of thee.' " " I 
am ready!" said the scoffer, pointing and looking upward. 
They parted. The profane man turned the comer of the street 
to go one way, and his friend went in the opposite direction. 
Wi&in one minute after they separated the former fell dead upon 
the side walk ! < 

33. resteth, contrast with the words " made known " in the 
second clause. On these terms the point of the verse rests. In 
the one case wisdom is preserved in quietness and silence, with- 
out forwardness or boastf ulness ; in the other it is noisy and 
boastful. The half -learned are always the foremost to make 
show of their knowledge." 

Reticence and loquacity (v. 33). — I. That reticence is often a 
mark of wisdom, not always ; sometimes a sign of stupidity, 
sometimes of sulkiness. Two things tend to this. 1. Humility ; 
2. Conscientiousness. II. That loquacity is ever an indication of 
folly.* 

Advice to talhej'S. — ^The Rev. Mr. Burridge being visited by a 
very loquacious young lady, who engrossed all the conversation 
of the interview with small talk concerning herself, when she 
arose to retire, he said, " Madam, before you "withdraw, I have 
one piece of advice to give you ; and that is, when you go into 
company again, after you have talked half an hour without 
intermission, I recommend it to you to stop awhile, and see if 
any other of the company has anything to say." 
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84, 85. (34) righteousness, a designedly comprehensive 
word, meaning all just principles and actions. " Beligious and 
moral rectitude in every relation and direction/*'* exalteth, i.e. 
it inyolves, and leads to, a general elevation and advancement of 
the condition of the people, a reproach, or brings on them the 
ill-will of others. It surely brings a nation into reproach. (35) 
wise, in sense of discreet, statesmanlike. Or we may take wise 
in the sense of the prev. v. as nourishing the righteousness of 
the nation.^ catiseth shame, or the base. 

Tits political and social importance of morality (vi\ 34, 35). — I. 
The political importance of morality. 1. Rectitude exalts a 
nation, in material wealth, in social enjoyments, in moral power ; 
2. Unrighteousness degrades a nation. II. The social import- 
ance of morality. 1. Men who are ruled by righteousness are 
the men most to be valued in a country ; 2. The promotion of 
true morality is the best way to promote the interests of a Stato.*^ 
A State, — 
What oonstitntes a State ? 

Not high-raised battlements, or laboured mound, 
Thick wall or moated gate ; 

Not cities proud, wi& spires and turrets crowned, 
Nor bays and broad-aimed ports. 

Where, laughing at the storm, rich navies ride ; 
Nor starred and spangled courts, 

Where low-browed baseness wafts perfume to pride. 
No ! men, — high-minded men.' 

JEngland. — 

Heavens I what a goodly prospect spreads around. 
Of hiUs and dales, and woods, and lawns, and spires. 
And glittering towns, and gpUded streamers, till all 
The stretehing landscape into smoke decays I 
Happy Britannia ! where the queen of Arts, 
Inspiring vigour, liberty abroad, 
Walks unconfined, even to the farthest cots. 
And scatters plenty with unsparing hand. 
Bich is thy soil, and merciful thy clime ; 
Thy streams unfailing in the summer's drought, 
TJnmateh'd thy guardian oaks, thy valleys float 
With golden waves ; and on the mountains flocks 
Bleat numberless ; while rove around their sides. 
Below, the blackening herds in lusty droves. 
Beneath, thy meadows glow, and rise unquell'd 
Against the mower's sc^ihe. On every hand 
Thy villas shine, thy country teems with wealth, 
And property assures it to the swain, 
Pleased and unwearied, in his garden toil. 
Filled are thy cities with the sons of Art, 
And trade and joy, in every busy sti-eet, 
3Iingling, are heard : even Drudgery himself, 
As at the car he sweats, or dusty hews 
The x)alace stone, looks gay ; thy crowded ports, 
Where rising masts an endless prospect yield, 
With labour bum, and echo to the shouts 
Of hurried sailor, as he hearty waves 
His last adieu, and, loosening every sheet. 
Resigns the spreading vessel to the wind. 



a A righteous ad- 
ministration of 
the government ; 
impartial equity 
between man and 
man; public 
countenanco 
given to religion; 
the general prac- 
tice and profes- 
sion of virtue; 
the protecting 
and preserving of 
virtuous men; 
charity and com- 
passion to 
strangers, — these 
exalt a nation, 
uphold tho 
throne, and ele- 
vate the people. 

ft Da. vi. 1^3; 
Mat zxv. 21 ; 
Luke xiL 37. 
" Whatever is 
morally wrong 
cannot be politi- 
cally right."— 
Burke. 

c Br. Thomas. 

d Sir W. Jones, 

** Physical glories 
of Great Britain. 
—This royal 
throne of kings, 
this sceptred i^e, 
this earth of 
majesty, this 
seat of Mars, this 
other Eden,demi- 
paradise, this 
fortress, built by 
Nature for her- 
self, against in- 
fection, and the 
hand of war ; this 
happy breed of 
men, this little 
world, this pre- 
cious stone set in 
the silver sea, 
which serves it 
in the office of a 
wall, or as a 
moat defensive to 
a house, against 
the envy (d less 
happier lands ; 
this nurse, this 
teeming womb of 
royal kings, 
fear'd for their 
breed, and 
famous by their 
birth, renowned 
for their deeds, 
as far from home, 
for Christian ser- 
vice and true 
c h i v a 1 r y."— 
Shakespeare. 
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"My preoept to 
all who build is, 
that the owner 
should be an 
ornament to the 
house, and not 
the house to the 
owner." — Ckero. 

"To Adam Para- 
dise was home. 
To the good 
among his de- 
soendants home 
is Paradise." — 
Mare, 



a "Therefore be 
not sullen and 
silent, but give 
an answer) and 
let it be a gentle 
one." — L ord 
Bacon, 

Ju. viii. 1 — 3; 
contrast xiL 1-3. 
"There never 
was a truer 
maxim than that 
it requires the 
consent of two 
persons to msike 
a quarrel ; a soft 
word, a season- 
able explanation, 
often turns aside 
wrath, and some- 
times prevents 
the most serious 
wars that 
threaten to deva- 
state the world." 
— Alison. 

h Mai. Henry, 

"At any rate 
gentle wOTds will 
preserve your in- 
nocence, give you 
the deserved re- 
putation of wis- 
dom and modera- 
tion, and keep up 
the serenity and 
composure of 
your mind. Pss- 
sion and anger 
make a man u^t 
for everything 
that becomes him 
as a man or as a 
Christian."— jSir 
Mat. Sale. 

e 0. ZSekler. 



Bold, fizxn, and graoef ol aie thy generons jonth. 
Scattering the nations where ti^ey go, and fiist 
Or on the lifted plain, or stormy seas. 
Mild are thy glories, too, as o'er the plains 
Of thrlying peace thy thoughtful fires preside 
In genius and substantial learning high. 
For every virtue, every worth renowned ; 
Sincere, plain-hearted, hospitable, kind ; 
Tet, like the mustering thunder, when provoked, 
The dread of tryants, and the sole resource 
Of those that under gxim oppression groan.' 



CHAPTER THE FIFTEENTH. 

1, 2. (1) soft, gentle, soothing, quieting.' tnmeth, 0^., or 
beateth down, so as to damp and put out the fires. Opposite to 
" stirreth it up," makes the flame of wrath flash and blaze up. 
grrievous, or irritating : including passionate words and spitefal 
words. " Bather than lose a jest some will lose a frigid." ^ (2) 
aright, i.e. in attractive and useful ways, fbolisliness, "in 
its repulsively confused and noi^ utterances brings to view not 
wisdom and time discernment, but only folly." ' ponreth forth, 
or bubbleth out in a way that disgusts those who listen. 

TTie use and cbbme of knowledge. — ^* What an excellent thing is 
knowledge 1" said a sharp-looking, bustling little man to one 
who was much older than himself. " Knowledge is an exodlent 
thing,*' repeated he : ^' my boys know more at six and seven yean 
old &an I did at twelve. They can read all sorts of books, and 
taUs on all sorts of subjects. The world is a great deal wiser 
than it used to be. Everybody knows something of everything 
now. Do you not think, sir, that knowledge is an excellent 
thing?" " Why, sir," replied the old man, looking grave, ''that 
depends entirely on the use to which it is applied. It may be a 
blessing or a curse. Knowledge is only an increase of power, and 
power may be a bad as well as a good titling." '' That is what I 
cannot understand," said the bustling litde man. "How can 
power be a bad thing ? " "I will tell you," meekly replied the 
old man, and thus went on : " When the power of a horse is 
under restraint the animal is useful, bearing burdens, drawing 
loads, and carrying his master ; but when that power is un- 
restrained the horse breaks his bridle, dashes the carriage that 
he draws to pieces, or throws his rider." "I see ! I see ! '' said 
the little man. "When the water of a large pond is properly 
conducted by trenches it renders the fields around f ertale ; bat 
when it bursts through its banks it sweeps everything before it, 
and destroys the produce of the field." " I see 1 I see I " said the 
little man, "I see 1" "When a ship is steered aright, the sul 
that she hoists up enables her the sooner to get into port ; but if 
steered wrong, the more sail she carries the further will she go 
out of her course." " I see 1 I see I " said the little man, *' I see 
clearly ! " " Well, then," continued the old man, " if you see 
these things so clearly, I hope you can see, too, that knowledge, 
to be a good thing, must be rightly applied. God*s graoe m the 
heart will render the knowledge of the head a blessing ; bal 
without this it may prove to us no better than a onrse." "* 
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3. eyes . . place, so we may aesooiate the immediate Divine 
approval, or disapproval, with all our words and works.'* be- 
holding, taking note ; watching as a spy.* 

Omniscience (v, 3). — ^I. QodL's inspection is thorongh. 1. He 
sees the thoughts; 2. He appreciates the motives. 11. Gkxl's 
inspection is universal. 1. No hiding-place from His eyes ; 2. 
No escape from His notice. III. God's inspection is personal. 
1. The good shall be encouraged ; 2. The sinner should take 
warning ; 3. All should be circumspect.' 

Orie iw,y forgot, — A man who was in the habit of going to a 
neighbour's corn-field to steal the grain, one day took lus son 
wilSi him, a boy eight years of age. The father told him to hold 
the bag, while he looked if any one was near to see him. After 
standing on the fence, and peeping through all the corn-rows, he 
returned to take the bag from the child, and began his sinful 
work, " Father," said the boy, " you forgot to look somewhere 
else." The man dropped the bag in a fright, and said, ** Which 
way, child 1 " supposing he had seen some one. " You forgot to 
look up to the sl^, to see if God was noticing you." The father 
felt this reproof of the child so much, that he left the com, 
returned home, and never again ventured to steal ; remembering 
the truth his child had taught him, that the eye of God always 
beholds us.'' 

4, 5. (4) wholesome tongue,' one that soothes and heals 
with pacifying and gentle language. Comp. term *' sound " in 
oh. xiv. 30. tree of life, see ch. iii. 18, xi. 30. perverseness, 
i.e. cross, ill-natured, irritating language, breach., etc.^^ it 
makes a breach ; it grieves instead of appeasing. (5) a fbol, 
Ps. xiv. 1. despiseth, ete.^'> ch. x. 1. is prudent, acts dis- 
creetly. Exactly what the fool does not do. 

Speech of the 'teise and of tiie foolish (vv. 4, 7). — I. The speech 
of the wise — 1. Is healing; 2. Living; 3. Enlightening. 11. 
The speech of the foolish — 1. Is woun(Ung; 2. Empty. — Diverse 
families {v. 5). — I. There is filial folly and filial wisdom. 1. 
Filial foUy : a father's instruction is that of authority, of ex- 
perience, of love ; 2. Filial wisdom to regard reproof is--(l) To 
avoid the evils of life ; (2) The best means to attain the possible 
good. II. There is enjoyable riches and troublesome wealth. 
1. There is enjoyable riches ; 2. Troublesome wealth.' 

A young num. — ^A pious young man told a clergyman that 
having once disobeyed his father, the good man retued into his 
room, and shut the door. Curiosity led him to look through the 
key-hole, and he saw his father on his knees. He listened also, 
and heard his father praying for him. Struck to the heart, he 
went away and prayed for hhuself ; and had good reason to hope 
their united prayers were heard.' — Children educating themselves. 
— ^There is a branch of useful training which cannot be too 
heedfully regarded; I mean the education that children give 
themselves. Their observation is ever ahve and awake to the 
circumstanoes which pass around them; and from the cir- 
cumstances thus observed, they are continually dmwing their 
own conclusions. These observations and conclusions have a 
powerful influence in forming the character of youth. What is 
imparted in the way of direct instruction, they are apt to consider 
as official ; they receive it often with downright suspicion ; 
generally, perhaps, with a sort of undefined qualification and 



a « So Uve with 
men as consider- 
ing always that 
God sees thee. 
Do nothing 
which thon 
wonldest not 
have God see 
done."— i(p. Hen- 
shaw. 

2 Chr. xvi. 9 ; Ps. 
cxxxix. 1; Mat. 
X. 30; He. iy. 13. 

ft Comp. the dif- 
ferent tone of 
Mat. 7. 45. 

c W. W. Wh^the, 

dR.T.S. 



a << Including the 
ideas of *tran- 
qnil ' and ' placa- 
ble.' "~8pk. Com. 

b " Disturbance 
and destruction 
by restiess pas- 
sion of the regu- 
lated and normal 
state of the spirit. 
See Is. Ixv. 14. — 
0. ZGckler. 

" Perverseness in 
the tongue is like 
a blustering wind 
among the 
boughs of the 
trees, rending 
and tearing the 
life and spirit of 
a man's self and 
other 8."- 
Hdll, 

cEx.xz.l2;Eph. 
vll,2. 

d Dr. Thonuu, 

eR.T,8. 

"By directing a 
child's attention 
to a fault,andthus 
giving it a local 
habitation and a 
name, you may 
often flxit in him 
more firmly; 
when, by draw- 
ing his thoughts 
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and affections to 
other things, and 
seeking to foster 
an opposite g^'ace 
yoa would be 
mnch more likely 
to sabdue it. In 
like manner a 
jealoos disposi- 
tion is often 
strengthened 
when notice is 
taken of it, 
while the en- 
deavour to 
cherish a spirit 
of lore would do 
mnch toward 
casting it out." 
— Hare. 

f Bp. Mb. 



u 



Too 



often 
there is guilt 
and a onrse; 
there is pride 
and passion, 
and enyy, and 
contention, and 
those are trouble- 
some lusts, which 
rob them of the 
joy of their re- 
venues, and make 
them trouble- 
some to their 
neighbours."— 
Mat. Henry. 

Ec. iv. 6, V. 13— 
14. 

b Not sound, not 
right. 

e Cheever. 

''Many children 
grow up like 
plants under bell- 
glasses. They 
are surrounded 
only by artificial 
and prepared in- 
fluences. They 
are house-bred, 
room-bred, 
nur se-br e d, 
mother - bred, — 
everything but 
self - bred. The 
object of training 
is to teach the 
child to take care 
of himself: but 
many parents 
use their children 
only as a kind 
of spool on which 
to reel off their 
own experience; 
and they are 
bonnil and conled 
until tliey perish 
by inanity, or 



reserve. It is otherwise with what children discover for them- 
selycs. As matter of self -acquisition, this is treasured up, and 
reasoned upon ; it penetrates the mind, and influences the condnct, 
beyond all the formal lectures that ever were delivered. Whether 
it be for good, or whether it be for evil, the education of the 
child is principally derived from its own observation of the actions, 
the words, the voice, the looks, of those with whom it lives. The 
fact is unquestionably so ; and since the fact is so, it is impossible, 
surely, that the friends of youth can be too circumspect in the 
youthful presence to avoid every (and the least appearance of) 
eviL This great moral truth was keenly felt, and powerfully 
inculcated, even in the heathen world. But the reverence for 
youth of Christian parents ought to reach immeasurably further. 
It is not enough that they set no bad example ; it is indispensable 
that they show forth a good one. It is not enough that they 
seem virtuous ; it is indispensable that they be so/ 

6, 7. (6) mnoh treasure, " the treasure stored up in such a 
house is the righteousness that prevails in it, a source and pledge 
of abiding prosperity." revennes . . tronble, i,e, their veiy 
gains become sources of vexation.^* (7) disperse, RnceUchi 
suggests the rendering, ** sift or winnow knowledge," separating 
the chaff from the grain. They have the true critical spirit 
not so,* a simple declaration of contrast. An expressive sug- 
gestion of the mighty differences between the influences that go 
forth from the wise man and from the fool. 

CJato and Marins CuHm. — Cato,. a pattern of moderation, was 
very early taught the happy art of contentment by the following 
circumstance : — ^Near his country seat was a cottage, formerly 
belonging to Marius Curius, who was thrice honoured with a 
triumph. Cato often walked thither, and reflecting on the small- 
ness of the farm and the meanness of the dwelling, used to medi- 
tate on the peculiar virtues of the man who, though he was the 
most illustrious character in Rome, had subdued the fiercest 
nations, and driven Pyrrhus out of Italy, cultivated this litde 
spot of ground with his own hands, and after three triumphs 
retired to his own cottage. Here the ambassadors of the Sam- 
nites found him in the chimney-comer dressing turnips, and 
offered him a large present of gold ; but he absolutely refused it, 
remarking, " A mail who can be satisfied with such a supper, has 
no need of gold ; and I think it more glorious to conquer the 
possessors of it, than to possess it myself." Full of these thoughte, 
Cato returned home ; and taking a view of his own estate, his 
servants, and his manner of life, increased his labour and re- 
trenched his expenses.' — Obedience and knorvledge.-^'We learn 
from hence the most effectual way and means of proficiency and 
growth in the knowledge of the great and profound tru^ of 
religion, and how to make us all not only good Christians, but 
also expert divines. It is a knowledge that men are not so much 
to study as to live themselves into, a knowledge that passes into the 
head through the heart. I have heard of some that in their 
latter years, through the feebleness of their limbs, have been 
forced to study upon their knees ; and I think it might well 
become the youngest and the strongest to do so too. i&t them 
daily and incessantly pray to God for His grace ; and if God 
gives grace, they may be sure that knowledge will not stay long 
behind ; since it 1b the same spirit and principle t^at purifies 
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the heart and clarifies the understanding. ... If the heart be 
piously disposed, the natural goodness of any doctrine is enough 
to Touch for the tml^ of it ; for the suitableness of it "will 
endear it to the will, and by endearing it to the will, will naturally 
slide it into the assent also. For in morals, as well as in 
metaphysics, there is nothing really good but has a truth com- 
mensurate to its goodness. The truths of Christ crucified are the 
Christianas philosophy, and a good life is the Christian's logic — 
that great instrumental, introductive art, that must guide the 
mind into the former. And where a long course of piety and 
close communion with God have purged the heart, and rectified 
the will, and made all things ready for the reception of Grod's 
Spirit, knowledge will break in upon such a soul, like the sun 
shining in its full might, with such a victorious light, that 
nothing shall be able to resist it. If now, at length, some should 
object here, that from what has been delivered, it will follow 
that the most pious men are still the most knowing, which yet 
seems contrary to common experience and observation, I answer, 
that as to all tilings directly conducing and necessary to salvation, 
there is no doubt bat they are so ; as the meanest common soldier, 
that has fought often in an army, has truer and better knowledge 
of war than he that has read and writ whole volumes of it, but 
never was in any battle. Practical sciences are not to be learned 
but in the way of action. It is experience that must give 
knowledge in tifie Christian profession, as well as in all others. 
And the knowledge drawn from experience is quite of another 
kind from that wMch flows from speculation or discourse. It is 
not the opinion, but the path of the just, that the wisest of men 
lells UB shines more and more unto a perfect day.' 

8, 9. (8) abomination, etc.y'' bee. however costly the sacri- 
fice may be, it is only a thingy and God accepts the heart that 
finds expression for its love and trust by the things it gives and 
does.* (9) way of the wicked,* the walk or conversation ; 
the conduct so far as it is based on the wrong principle of 
serving self, loveth, etc., regardeth with favour, and giveth 
to such the sense of acceptance with Him. followeth after, 
eearcheth after, pursueth ; a term indicating earnestness and 

intensity. 

The npright alone acceptable to Ood {v. 8). — I. The truths here 
asserted. 1. The abomination to the Lord ; 2. The delight of 
the Lord. II. Some obvious deductions from them. 1. That 
God*8 views of sin are widely different from those of man ; 2. 
That the provisions of the Gospel are admirably suited to our 
necessities.' 

God's riew of *in, — ^You have seen the body of an insect 
accommodated to the surprising instrument [a microscope]. 
When in this situation the animal was pricked by a very fine 
needle ; your eye, your naked eye, just perceived the puncture, 
and. discovered, perhaps, a speck of moisture oozing from the 
orifice. But in what manner were they represented by the 
niagnifying instrument? Theron: The puncture was widened 
into a frightful gash. The speck of moisture swelled into a 
copious stream, and fiowed like a torrent from the gaping wound. 
An ox under the sawificing knife scarce looks more bulky or 
bleeds more largely. Aspasio : Don't you apprehend my design ? 
If -wCf shortsightal mortals, and almost blinded with self-love, 



break all bonds 
and cords, and 
rush to ruin by 
reaction." — 
Beecher. 

''The tasks set 
to children 
should be mode- 
rate. Over- 
exertion is hurt- 
ful both physi- 
cally and intel- 
lectuaUy, and 
even moral^. 
But it is of the 
utmost import- 
ance that they 
should be made 
to fulfil all their 
tasks correctly 
and punctually. 
This will train 
them for an exact 
and conscien- 
tious discharge of 
their duties in 
after life."~£iim 

"That's true 
plenty, not to 
have, but not to 
want riches." — 
Chrysastom, 

d South, 



a "Even the 
costly sacrifice of 
the wicked is 
abomination to 
the Lord, and 
even the prayer 
of the righteous, 
the breath 
of his lips (con- 
trasted 'With tho 
steam of the 
sumptuous sacri- 
fice)— is His de- 
light." —Burgon. 

& 1 Sa. XY. 22; 
laa. i. 11, Ixi. 8, 
Ixvi. 3; Je. vi. 
20, vii. 22; Am. 
V.22. 

c Gte. iv. 3—5; 
la xxix. 13, 14; 
Mat XV. 8, 9. 

d CSimeoUyMJl. 

e Hervey. 

"When a lady 
once told Arch- 
bishop Sharpe 
that she would 
not communicate 
religious instruc- 
tion to her chil- 
dren until they 
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had attained the 
yean of discre* 
tion, the shrewd 
prelate replied, 
* Madam, if you 
do not teach 
them, the devil 

eross. 

a 3 Chr. xxr. 16. 

b Job xxvi 6 ; 
F8.cxxxlx. 

c "Our inward 
disposition is the 
life of our 
actions; accord- 
ing to that doth 
the God of 
spirits judge 
us, while men 
censure accord- 
ing to our ex- 
ternal motions." 
—Bp. Hall. 

Je. xvii. 9, 10 ; 1 
Jna iU. 20. 

V, 11. D. WUeox, 
i. 214 ; /. S. Ver- 
nedU i- 1 ; Bed- 
dome^ 6 ; R. A. 
Suckling, 261 ; A. 
B. Evans, Lect. 
on Job, 97. 

d Rev. W. J. Bol- 
ton. 

"If a boy is not 
trained to endure 
and to bear 
trouble, he will 
grow up a girl ; 
and a boy that 
is a girl has all 
a girl's weakness 
without any of 
her regal quali- 
ties. A woman 
made out of a 
woman is Grod's 
noblest work; a 
woman made out 
of a man is His 
meanest A child 
rightly brought 
up will be like a 
willow branch, 
which, broken off 
and touching the 
ground, at once 
takes root. Bring 
up your children 
so that they will 
root easily in 
their own soil, 
and not for ever 
be grafted into 
your old trunk 
and boughs."— 
H, W. Beeeher. 

e J. Eutehimon. 



if we caoinot but be eeDsible of our faults, how flagrant musii 
they appear, in what enormouB magnitude, and with what 
aggravating- circumstances, to an Eye perfectly pure and in- 
finitely penetrating.' 

10, 11. (10) oorreotlon, etc., better rend. "There is a 
grievous correction," etc., i.e. so sharp as to be " nothing less 
than death." the way, that right way wh. God marks out for 
him. hateth reproof,' wh. might help to keep him in the 
way. (11) hell, Heb. SheoL De. xxxii. 22. destruction, 
Heb. Abaddon, the abyss, the place of the destroyer : * a synonym 
for Sheol, not another and distinct place. Gomp. ch. zxvii. 20. 
hearts, etc., wh. seemed to the writer an easier thing to sound 
and know than the depths of heU.^ 

Kindness to God's creatures. — The boy who begins by spinning 
cockchafers and tormenting cats gradually gets on to delight in 
cruelty to his fellows, and at last is a Nero in all but his power 
to cause suffering. There was a lad strolling through the fields 
with his sister. They found a nest of rabbits. The sister was 
ch£ffmed with the nest itself, and with its living occupants ; but 
the lad seized them, mimickhig their squeaks and their straggles. 
In vain his sister wept and entreated ; he flung them up into 
the air, and shouted as each fell dead upon Ihe stones. Ten 
years after, that sister sat weeping again by that boy's side. He 
was in chains, sentenced to be hung for shooting a farmer, 
whilst poaching. They were waiting for tiie awful procession 
to knock at the cell door. '^ Sister," he said, " do you remember 
the nest of rabbits ten years ago, how you begged and prayed, 
and I ridiculed ? I verily believe that from tiuat day God for- 
sook me, and left me to follow my own inclinations. If I had 
yielded to your tears then, you and I would not be weeping these 
bitter tears now."** — Indulgence of children. — We would offer a 
word of caution against the practice of excessive indulgence. 
This is a great evil, and one much to be dreaded and gx^xded 
against. It is much worse than severity and stem reserve, and 
parents are much more liable to fall into it than into the other. 
They are prone to cherish an undue tenderness towards those who 
are bone of their bone and flesh of their flesh. But still it is 
productive of much evil ; it disposes parents to overlook the faolts 
and follies of their children, and renders them unwilling to cor- 
rect or reprove them. And multitudes of children, of every 
generation, who might have been the pride of their parents, have 
been unmolated to this effeminate idol. This was tibie case with 
the ungodly f amQy of good old Eli, the Jewish high priest. He 
was a good man, but a weak and irresolute father, and so foolishly 
fond <d and indulgent to his children that he restrained them 
from no evil ; and they became so vile in the sight of the Lord, 
that both parent and child were visited with signal judgment 
from on high. God deprived the father and his prnterity for ever 
of the office of priesthood, and visited his two sons, Hophni asd 
Phinehas, with the punishment of death, and thus filled bis 
household with disgrace and affliction. And look at the 
domestic circle of David, the man after God's own heart He 
was an over-indulgent father, and what was the consequence? 
His family went to ruin. His eldest son, Amnon, was guilty of ft 
crime which modesty forbids to name ; Absalom rose in rebellion 
against him, and threatened to pull the throne from undemeatih 
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him and the crown from off his head, and the reeolt was untimely 
death to one, and inconsolable grief to the other ; and Adonijah, 
his darling- son, plotted against the rightful heir to the throne, 
and usurped the kingdom even before his f ather^s death. Such 
was the reward of a Seither's undue fondling. Indeed, we seldom 
read of man rising to honour and eminence who had been so 
spoiled in the days of his boyhood. It did much to retard the 
mental improvement of young Wilberforee, the distinguished 
advocate of the slave ; and it had well-nigh marred the success 
of the celebrated author of The Wealth of Nations. And Solomon's 
voice cries loud against it. He says, *'He that spareth the rod 
habeth the child. Foolishness is Ijound up in the heart of a child, 
but the rod of correction shall drive it far from him. Thou shalt 
beat him with the rod, and deliver his soul from hell. The rod 
and reproof give wisdom, but a child left to himself bringeth his 
motheor to &ame. Correct thy son, and he shall give thee 
rest ; yea, he shall give delight to thy soul." * 

12. SCOmer, Fr. 1 22. One in whom the habit of scorning is 
confirmed, will he go, to seek f ellowi^p with. ^' With wise 
men he doth not associate." <> 

The scomer (v, 12). — I. He requires reproof — 1. For his self- 
ignorance ; 2. For his presumption. II. He shuns reproof. 1. 
He will not read books that wiU deal seriously and honestly with 
his character ; 2. He will not attend a ministry that will expose 
his character in the broad light of eternal law ; 3. He wiU not 
join the society that will deal truthfully with its members. III. 
He hates reproof.'' 

The swearer reproved hy a child. — Some little children were 
sitting one day on the steps of a door singing, as they often do, 
some of their favourite hymns. They were suddenly surprised 
by a half-drunken man, who came up to them, and, uttering an 
oath, said, " Does your master teach you nothing but singing 
those foolish hymns ?" " Yes," said a sharp little fellow, about 
six years of age, " He tells us it is wicked to swear." The poor 
worthless man seemed ashamed of his conduct, and passed on 
without further remark. 

13—16. (13) merry heart, ch. xvii. 22. oheerfal, bright, 
pleasant, spirit is broken, lit. the breath is oppressed, made 
laborious : &eze is much sighing, and so the countenance is 
made gloomy and sad.** (14) heart . . knowledge, the gist of 
the verse is this : The wise grow ever wiser, the foolish become 
ever more foofish.* (15) alBloted, contrast v. 13, those of a 
merry heart. Beference is not so much to distressing circum- 
stances as to a depressed and desponding habit of mind, con- 
tinual lisast, " life to the cheerful is as one perpetual banquet, 
'V^hether he be poor or rich." 

Htrnmn hearts (irv. 13 — 15). — I. Here is the merry and the 
mournful heart. 1. The merry heart is a radiance to the 
oountenanoe and a feast to the soul ; 2. The mournful heart 
breaks the spirit and curses the whole life. II. Here is the 
nnderstanding and the foolish heart. 1. The one seeketh know- 
ledge ; 2. The other feedeth on foolishness.^ 

CheerfulnesSy a life inspiration. — Be cheerful, no matter what 
reyerseB obstruct your pathway, or what plagues follow in your 
trail to annoy you. Ask yourself what is to be gained by looking 



" Whatever ex- 
pands the affec- 
tionB, or enlarges 
the sphere of oar 
sympathies; 
whatever makes 
ns feel our rela- 
tion to the uni- 
verse, 'and all 
that it inherits,' 
in time and in 
eternity, to the 
great and bene- 
floent Cause of 
all, must nn- 
questionably re- 
fine our nature, 
and elevate us in 
the scale of 
being."— CSIkui- 
ning, 

a HUzig. 

"A scorner is 
one that not 
only makes a jest 
of God and re- 
ligion, but bids 
defiance to the 
methods em- 
ployed for his 
conviction and 
reformation. We 
ought not only to 
bid the wise wel- 
come when they 
come to us, but 
to go to them, 
as beggars to the 
rich man's door 
for an alms." — 
Mat. Henry. 
lKi.xzit8;Ain. 
V. 10. 

h Dr. Thxmm. 
a "Emotions of 
joy and sorrow 
show themselves 
in outward look 
and act." — Sipk, 
Com. 

b "Avoid frivo- 
lous amusements, 
unprofitable 
reading, the pro- 
fane vdt, vain 
superstitions, 
curious specula- 
tions on subjects 
beyond the reach 
of the human 
mind; avoid 
seeking to be 
wise above what 
is written." — 
NicholU, 
Pr. ix. 9, X. 21. 
r. 14. C. F. Fen- 
wtojt, 95; E.BeeS" 

tOTiy 41. 

vv. 14 — 1«. /. 

Faiccelt. 

c Dr. Thomas. 
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"Like new 
liquor, which 
works over in 
foam and froth 
when thick and 
troubled, the joy 
dC the sinner 
runs over in 
empty laughter 
and effervescent 
spirits when the 
heart is brimful 
cS. the wrath of 
God."— 5/). Hop- 
kins, 

*'Aa riches and 
favour forsake a 
man, we discover 
him to be a fool ; 
but nobody could 
find it out in his 
prosperity."— Zo 
Bruyhre. 

d A, Helps. 

a Fs. 3czxvii 16 ; 
1 Tt vi 6. 

"Biohes and 
poverty are more 
in the heart than 
in the hand ; he 
is wealthy that is 
contented, he is 
poor that 
wanteth more." 
—Bp. Hall. 

ft "Possibly refers 
to the confusion 
and disorder in 
human society 
attendant upon 
riches without 
the fear of God." 
RucettcM. 

c Heb. artteahf 
an appointed por- 
tion, or ration, as 
for a march ; 
then any allow- 
ance or diet. 

V. 16. A. Bur- 
geiSt Orig. Sin, 
Pt iL 437. 

"Great numbers 
who quarrel with 
their condition 
have wanted not 
.the power, but 
the will, to ob- 
tain a better 
state. They have 
never contem- 
plated the differ- 
ence between 
good and evil 
sufilciently to 
quicken aversion 
or invigorate 
desire; they have 



or feeling sad when troables throng aronnd you, or how your 
condition is to be alleviated by abandoning yourself to despon- 
dency. If you are a young man, nature designed you *^ to be of 
good cheer ;'* and should you find your road to fortune, fame, or 
respectability, or any other boon to which your young heart 
aspires, a little thorny, consider it all for the best, and that these 
impediments are only thrown in your way to induce greater 
efforts and more patient endurance on your part. Far better 
spend a whole life in diligent, aye, cheerful and unremitting toil, 
though you never attain the pinnacle of your ambitious desires, 
than to turn back at the first appearance of misfortune, and 
allow despair to unnerve your energies or sour your naturally 
sweet and cheerful disposition.* If you are of the softer, fairer 
portion of humanity, be cheerful, though we know full well that 
most afflictions are sweet to you when compared with disappoint- 
ment and neglect; yet let hope bamsh despair and ill-fore- 
bodings. Be cheerful ; do not brood over fond hopes unrealised, 
until a chain, link after Unk, is fastened on each thought, and 
wound around the heart. Nature intended you to be the 
fountain-spring of cheerfulness and social life, and not the 
travelling monument of despair and melancholy.'' 

16, 17. (16) little, a small portion of earthly goods. All 
possessions are proportionate to needs. The needs increase 
almost faster than the riches, so that the poor man's " little " is 
practically to him more thiui the rich man's "much."' and 
trouble,* wh. is sure to grow with increase of wealth. (17) 
dinner of herbs,' the meal of the poor man, who cannot 
afford meat : lit " a portion of green ;" i.e. vegetables, stalled 
ox, one tied up for fattening. Fatted oxen are holiday fare. 
Lu. XV. 23, 30. hatred, wh. may break out into quarreUings. 

The t7uo banquets (v. 17). — ^I, Look at the pictures which are 
here suggestively outlined. 1. A cottage interior ; 2. The home 
of luxuiy. II. The comment which the royal philosopher 
writes underneath this effort of his pencil. The dinner of herbs 
was better — 1. In the anticipation ; 2. In the participation ; 3. 
In the retrospect ; 4. In the view of heaven. Learn : — (1) It 
does not follow that the dinner of herbs is always partaken of 
with love, nor that hatr^ is always the accompaniment of the 
stalled ox ; (2) Let us sympathise with the poor, and show them 
how to enjoy hard fare ; (3) A man's life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth. 

M>te an v. 17. — ^This passage is rendered by the Septoagint, as 
if they understood of it the forced accommodation of traveUeis, 
which Arabs and conquered people were obliged to submit to. It 
was not unusual for travellers to eat at the expense of those who 
were not pleased with entertaining them ; and to use a kind of 
force which produced hatred. Dr. Shaw notices this dream- 
stance. Speaking of Barbary, he says : " In this country the 
Arabs and other inhabitants are obliged, either by long cnstom, 
by the particular tenure of their lands, or from fear and com- 
pulsion, to give the Spahees and their company the Moqauoah, 
as they call it, which is such a sufficient quantity of provisions 
for ourselves, together with straw and barley for our mules and 
horses. Besides a bowl of milk and a baeOcet of figs, raisins, or 
dates, which, upon our arrival, were presented to us to stay our 
I appetites, the master of the tent where we lodged fetched vb 



Cap. XV. 16. 17.] 



PROVERBS. 



141 



from his flock, according to the number of our company, a kid 
or a goat, a lamb or a aheep, half of which was immediately 
seeth^ by his wife, and served up with cuscasooe ; the rest was 
made Kab-ab, i.e. cut into pieces and roasted, which we reserved 
for our breakfast or dinner the next day.'* In the next page he 
says, " When we were entertained in a courteous manner (for the 
Arabs will sometimes supply us with nothing till it is extorted 
by force), the author used to give the master of the tent a knife, 
a couple of flints, or a small quantity of English gunpowder," 
etc. To prevent such parties from living at free charges upon 
them, the Arabs take care to pitch in woods, valleys, or places 
tiie least conspicuous, and that in consequence they found it 
diflScult often to discover them.'' 

Jforal origin of contentment, — 

My conscience is my crown ; 

Contented thoughts my rest ; 
My heart is happy in itself ; 

My bliss is in my breast. 

Enough, I reckon wealth ; 

A mean, the surest lot ; 
That lies too high for base contempt, 

Too low for envy's shot. 

My wishes are but few, 

All easy to fulfil: 
I make the limits of my power 

The bounds unto my will. 

I have no hopes but one. 

Which is of heavenly reign : 
Effects attained, or not desired, 

All lower hopes refrain. 

I feel no care of coin ; 

Well-doing is my wealth : 
My mind to me an empire is, 

While grace affordeth health. 

I wrestle not with rage 

While fury's flame doth bum ; 
It is in vain to stop the stream 

Until the tide doth turn. 

But when the flame is out. 

And ebbing wrath doth end, 
I turn a late enraged foe 

Into a quiet friend. 

And taught with often proof, 

A temi)er'd calm I find 
To be most solace to itself, 

Best cure for angry mind. 

No change of fortune's calms 

Can cast my comforts down 
When Fortune smiles, I smile to think 

How quickly she will frown.« 



indulged a 
drowsy thought- 
lessness or giddy 
levity; hare com- 
mitted the baU 
anoe of choice to 
the management 
of caprice; and 
when they have 
long accustomed 
themselves to re- 
ceive all that 
chanco offered 
them, without 
examination, la- 
ment at last that 
they find them- 
selves deceived.'* 
— Rambler, 
d Burder. 
"There is scarce 
any lot so low 
but there is some- 
thing in it to 
satisfy the mau 
whom it has be- 
fallen ; Provi- 
dence having so 
ordered things, 
that in every 
man's cup, how 
bitter soever, 
there are some 
cordial drops, 
some good cir- 
oumstancesy 
which, if wisely 
extracted, are 
sufficient for the 
purpose he wanta 
them, that is, to 
make him con- 
tented, and if not 
l^PPJf at least 
r e s i g n e d," — 
Sterne. 

"Lord, who 
would live tur- 
moird in the 
court, and may 
enjoy such quiet 
walks as these? 
This small in- 
heritance my 
father left me 
contenteth me. 
and 's worth a 
monarchy. I 
seek not to wax 
great by others' 
waning, or 
gather wealth, I 
care not with 
what envy; 
sufflceth that I 
have maintains 
my state, and 
sends the poor 
well pleased from 
my g a t < " 
Shakespeare. 

I e SouthtBeU, 
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a Pr. xxtL 21, 
xzix.22. 

A "The ProT. con- 
denses a paxable. 
Tbe flothfnl goes 
on his journey, 
and for him the 
path Ib thick set 
-with thorns, 
briars, fences, 
through wh. he 
cannot force his 
way. For the 
upright the same 
path is as the 
broad raised 
causeway of the 
king's highway. 
—S^k. Com. 

«' Sloth in the 
conclusi on 
proTOS laborl- 
o u s." — Lord 
Bacon. 

c Thomson. 

d Mat. Henry. 

ePazton. 

** As small letters 
hurt the sight, so 
do small matters 
him that is too 
much intent 
upon them': they 
vex and stir up 
anger, which 
begets an evil 
habit in him in 
reference to 
greater aflEairs." 
— Plutarch. 



<i Fr. z. 23 ; Eph. 
T. 16. 

"This is mani- 
iested very early. 
One of the first 
objects which an 
in&nt notices is 
another child. 
There seems to 
be a spell 
in a yoong face 
which charms an 
infant. This 
principle ismani- 
fested in the 
xiniTersal love of 
dolls. When the 
infant arrives at 
childhood, he 
finds an excite- 
ment in the 
society of chil- 
dren which that 
of grown-up 
people does not 



18, 19. (18) wrathful man, one easilj xoDsed to anger." 
slow to anger, oh. xiv. 29. (19J hedge of tliorns,^ * it 
pricks, lacerates, and entangles tiie miserable wretch/' <> He ia 
always enooontering obstacles and hindmnces. "Those that 
haye no heart to their work pretend that their w^ is hedged up 
with thorns, so that they cannot do it."<( maoe plain, Jlei. 
'^ raised ap as a causeway." 

Oriental gardens (v. 19). — ^The Oriental gardens were either 
open plantations or enclosures defended by walls or hedges. 
Rauwolf found about Tripoli many gardens and vineyards en- 
closed for the most part with hedges, and separated by shady 
walks. Some fences in the Holy Land, in later times, are not 
less beautiful than our living fences of white thorn, and per- 
fectly answer the description of ancient Jewish prophets, who 
inform us that the hedges of their time consisted of tiioms, and 
that the spikes of these thorny plants were exceedingly sharp. 
Doubdan found a very fruitful vineyard, full of olives, fig trees, 
and vines, about eight miles south-west of Bethlehem, enclosed 
with a hedge, and tihat part of it adjoining to the road strongly 
formed of thorns and rose bushes, intermingled with pome- 
granate trees of surpassing beauty and fr&gzajioe, A hedge 
composed of rose bushes and wild pomegranate shrubs, then in 
full flower, mingled with oth^r thorny plants, adorned in the 
varied livery of spring, must have made at once a strong and 
beautiful fence. The wild pomegranate tree, the species pro- 
bably used in fencing, is much more prickly than the other 
variety ; and when mingled with other thorny bushes, of which 
they have several kinds in Palestine, some whose prickles are 
very long and sharp, must form a hedge very difficidt to -pene- 
trate. ^ese facts illustrate the beauty and force of several 
passages in the sacred volume : thus, in the Proverbs of Solomon, 
" The way of the slothful man is as a hedge of thorns ;" it is 
obstructed with dif5.culties, which the sloth smd indolence of his 
temper represent as galling or insuperable, but which a moderate 
share of resolution and perseverance would easily remove or 
surmount.* 

20, 21. (20) wise son, oh. x. 1. despiseth, putteth to 
shame. The mother especially is reproached as the most 
intimately associated with his training. Such reproach would 
be a mother's deepest grief. (21) folly, or unreasonable 
conduct, senseless action, joy, it gives a sort of pleasure.' 
destitute, ete.y better, " void of heart." walketh uprightly, 
and finds out the true joy that lies in so doing. " Lives a sober, 
orderly, regular life." 

The mdo?v and her two sons, — ^In Birmingham once lived a 
family in humble circumstances. Some of the younger children 
and their father died, leaving the aged mother with two sons 
grown up, and able to assist her. This, however, they refused 
to do, and she was obliged to apply to the parish for relief : and 
for some years two shillings a week were allowed her by the 
overseers, which, with a small sum added by some Christian 
friends, was all on which she had to subsist. During this time 
her youngest son died. He had lived without the fear of God, 
and died under a sense of His wrath, in deep ironies, both of 
body and mind. The ddest son was clever in his business, got 
forward in the world, and became poeseflBed of considerable pro- 
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perty. But he still refnsed to assist his mother, and eyen while 
holing offices of consideration and importance, left her to 
subsist on her allowanoe from the parish. This conduct of 
course was noticed ; he was repeatedly spoken to upon the 
subject ; and at length he ordered her name to be taken from 
the parish books, and allowed her the two shillings a week out 
of his own pocket, at a time when he possessed thousands of 
pounds, and was without a family. In a short time afterwards 
the mother was removed to another world. The circumstances 
of the son at length began to change ; repeated losses ensued, 
and finaify he became a bankrupt, and was reduced to abject 
IK)vertjy. — Characteristics of a child. — 

Loving she is, and tiactable, though wild ; 

And innocence hath privilege in her 

To dignodJ^ arch looks and laughing eyes ; 

And feats of cunning ; and the pretly round 

Of trespasses, affected to provoke 

Modk diastisement and partnership in play ; 

And, as a faggot sparkles on the hearth 

Kot less if unattended and alone 

Than when both young and old sit gathered round 

And take delight in its activity. 

Even so this happy creature of herself 

Is all-sufficient : solitude to her 

Is blithe society, who fills the air 

With gladness and involuntary songs. 

Light are her sallies as the tripping fawn's 

Forth startled from the fern where she lay couched, 

TJnthought of, unexpected as the stir 

Of the soft breeze ruffling the meadow flowers ; 

Or from before it chasing wantonly 

The many-coloured images impressed 

Upon the bosom of a placid lake.^ 

22, 23. (22) purposes, designs, or plans. All such should 
be submitted to the judgment of the wise before being under- 
takexL Only the rash, or .the conceited, enter upon important 
plans without due consideration and deliberation, coun- 
sellors,'' provided they be honest and wise. (23) answer . . 
moutli, reference may be to those ready and witty answers wh. 
Eastern people value more than argument. " Good advice blesses 
the giver and the receiver."* word in season, i.e. the ready, 
clever answer of the first clause. 

A mord in season (v. 23). — I. There are certain seasons in the 
lives of most men when a word aptly spoken may be of in- 
calculable advantage. 1. The time of dawning manhood ; 2. 
Of impending danger ; 3. Of thoughtless sin. II. But in such 
seasons there will be no word spoken unless there is the speaking 
gift. 

A word in season. — ^Mr. Howe being at dinner with some 
persons of fashion, a gentleman expatiated largely in praise of 
King Charles I., introducing some harsh reflections upon others. 
Mr. Howe observing that the gentleman mixed many oaths with 
his discourse, told him that, in his humble opinion, he had 
omitted a singular excellence in the character of that prince. 
The gentleman eagerly desired him to mention it, and seemed all 
impatience to know what it was. <' It was this, sir,'* said Mr. 



afford. His facul- 
ties are stimn- 
lated by this 
principle, so that 
powers are deve- 
loped which 
would otherwise 
remain dormant. 
You place a child 
that has no na- 
tural talent for 
music among 
children who 
possess this gift, 
and under their 
tutelage he will 
soon learn to 
sing. This fact 
has been fully 
substantiated .in 
Tery many in- 
stances."— & 0. 
Goodrich. 
''I remember a 
great man com- 
ing into my house 
at Waltham ; and 
seeing all my 
children stand- 
ing in the order 
of their age and 
stature, he said, 
'These are they 
that make rich 
men poor.' But 
he straight re- 
ceived this 
answer,* Nay, my 
lord, these are 
they that make a 
poor man rich; 
for there is not 
one of these 
whom we would 
part with for all 
your wealth.' '*— 
Bp. Hall, 
b Wordsworth. 

a "The Heb. 
word used is 
almost an official 
title, and brings 
before us the 
picture of the 
divan or council 
chamber of 
Eastern coun- 
tries, arranged 
for a solemn con- 
ference of the 
wise."--/^. Com. 

b Fausset. 

V. 22. T. Boston, 
iv. 67; Dr. J. 
Dtsney, i. 379 ; D. 
Patterson^ 215 ; T. 
Ainger, 348; A. 
B. EvanSj 115. 

"The Spaniards 
in Chili beUeved 
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that no water 
was BO whole- 
some or of 80 
delicate a flayour 
as that which 
flowed through 
Teins of gold ; 
certainly no con- 
Tersation is so 
edifying to the 
hearers as that 
which pours 
forth from a 
heart stored with 
sacred know- 
ledge, sanctified 
experience, de- 
Tont contempla- 
tions, and such 
like precious trea- 
Burea*" — Stur- 
geon. 
e R. T. S. 
**It is said of 
Eliot tl)e mis- 
sionary, by one of 
his friendS) 'I 
was neyer with 
him, but I got or 
might have got 
some good from 
his company.' 
Ar chbishop 
TJsher and Dr. 
Preston were 
very intimate, 
and often met to 
converse on 
learned and 
general subjects ; 
when the arch- 
bishop used 
commonly to say, 
• Come, Doctor, 
let us have one 
word about 
Christ before we 
part.' "—Bowes. 
aPh.iiL20; CoL 
iii. 1,2. 
a Phi. Iii. 20. 
b " Suggests a 
hopeless abode 
in the dark king- 
dom of the dead, 
as the final des- 
tination of the 
sinner's course (A 
me."—O.Z(kkler. 
e Sometimes used 
for a space with- 
in borders, 
d "Here the 
innocent widow 
who is in danger 
of being wronged 
by the proud 
t hrough en- 
croachment upon 
her borders." — 
Lange. 
e C. Jenkins. 
/ J. Preston 



I Howe ; " he was never heard to swear an oath in common con- 
versation." The hint was as politely received as g^ven ; and the 
gentleman promised to break ofE the practice. At another time, 
passing two persons of quality, who were talking with great 
eagerness, and imprecating curses on each other repeatedly, Mr. 
Howe said to them, taking off his hat in a respectfol manner, ^ I 
pray God save you both 1" for which handsome reproof they im- 
mediately retorned him thanks.' — Effect of conversation. — ^While 
Hopn, a young Sandwich-Islander, was in America, he spent an 
evening in a company where an infidel lawyer tried to pnole 
him with difficult questions. At length the native said, '* I am 
a poor heathen boy. It is not strange that my blunders in 
English should amuse you. But soon there will be a larger 
meeting tJian this. We shall all be there. They will ask us all 
one question, namely, * Do you love the Lord Jesus Christ ? ' Now, 
sir. I think Jean say * Yes.* What will yov, say, sir ? " When he 
had stopped, all present were silent. At length the lawyer said 
that, as the evening was far gone, they had better conclude it 
with prayer : and proposed that the native youth should praj. 
He did so ; and as he poured out his heart to God the lawyer 
could not conceal his feelings. Tears started from his eyes, and 
he sobbed aloud. All present wept too ; and when they seiiarated, 
the words, " What will yo\i say, sir ? " followed the lawyer home, 
and did not leave him l£ll he was brought to the Saviour. 

24, 25. (24) way of life, the whole course and tenor of life, 
above, contrasted with " beneath." It is high-toned, and tends 
heavenwards." Leads ever upward, to higher degrees of moral 
purity, elevation, and power, hell beneath,^ the path of tiie 
wicked leading ever lower, down to the gloom of SheoL (25) 
house, contnwted in its grandeur with the " border,"* or little 
estate, wh. is all the lot of the widow.'' In Scrip, the widow is 
often made the type of desolateness. Tet such are safer in God*s 
protection than tiie self-confident rich and proud. 

True piety («?. 24). — ^I. It is elevated in principle. 1. The 
religion of uie wise is elevated in principle above the received 
maxims of worldly prudence ; 2. And above the accredited 
standard of worldly morality ; 3. And above the authority of 
prevailing opinions. II. The wise who are in the way of life 
are elevated in taste. 1. Above the mere decorations of their 
persons and dwellings ; 2. Above the desire of human applause ; 

3. They are superior to the admiration of merely talented men : 

4. Above the feeling of enthusiastic delight in the works of 
mere art, of taste, or of fancy. III. They are elevated in pursuit 
1. Above what might be deemed their worldly interest; 2. 
Above the present benefits of religion.* 

Careful iraVdng. — It is our wisdom to do that which God 
hath appointed a man to do ; to do that which the rule of 
wisdom hath appointed, that must needs be the wisest way. 
Now, it is the rule of wisdom that commands us to walk exactly : 
and as he is the best writer that comes nearest to his copy, and 
he is the best carpenter that comes nearest his rule appointed 
him, so he is the wisest man that comes nearest the rule of 
wisdom, which is the Book of G^, which exhorts us to walk 
exactly./ 

26, 27. (26) thoughts, etc., as ch. vl 18. pleasant 
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words, or words of pleasantness : pleasing to God. Better read 
the Becond danse, ''Woids of pleasantness are pure" (and so 
acceptable to God). (27) gfreedy of gaiHy^* as a corrupt judge, 
who thinks more of bribes than of just judgments. It may be 
taken generally for " avarice." gifts, used as bribes.* 

The peiuilty of avarice (v. 27). — ^A peasant once entered the 
hall of justice at Florence, at the time that Alexander, Duke of 
Tuscany, was presiding. He stated that he had the good fortune 
to find a purse of sixty ducats, and learning that it belonged to 
Friali, the merchant, who offered a reward of ten ducats to the 
finder, he restored it to him, but that he had refused the promised 
reward. The duke instantly ordered Friuli to be summoned 
into his presence, and questioned why he refused the rewaid 1 
The merchant replied that he oonoeived the peasant had paid 
himself ; for although, when he gave notice of his loss, he said 
thia purse only contained sixty ducats, it in fact had seventy in 
it. The duke inquired if this mistake was discovered before the 
pnise was found. Friuli answered in the negative. " Then," 
said the duke, ** as I have a very high opinion of the honesty of 
this peasant, I am induced to believe that there is indeed a mis- 
take in this transaction ; for as the purse you lost had in it 
seventy ducats, and this which he found contains sixty only, it 
is impossible that it can be the same." He then gave tiie purse 
to the peasant, and promised to protect him against all future 
claimants.' 

28, 29. (28) studieth, thinks before speaking, poureth 
out, speaking before thinking. *' Caution is the fruit of 
wisdom, rashness of folly."** (Simp, our Lord's teaching. Mat. 
X 19. The harmony of those two forms of counsel may easily be 
recognised, evil things, injurious things. (29) far from,* 
*ee John ix. 31. prayer, etc.,^ Ps. xxxiv. 18. 

Men of thought. — The great men of earth are the shadowy men, 
who, having Uved and died, now live again and for ever through 
their undying thoughts. Thus living, though their footfalls are 
heard no more, their voices are louder than the thunder, and un- 
ceasing as the flow of tides or air. Moses was not half living 
when he was alive. His real life has been since he died. The 
Prophets seemed almost useless in their time. They did little 
for themselves or for the Church of their day ; but when you 
look at the life they have lived since you will find that they 
have been God's pilots guiding the Church through all perils. 
From their black bosoms they sent forth the blast of His 
lightning and the roar of His thunder ; and to-day, if the Church 
needs rebuke and denunciation, it is they who must hurl it. I 
could have killed old Jeremiali, if I could have got at his ribs ; 
but I should like to see the archer that could hit him now. 
Martin Luther was mighty when he lived ; but the shadowy 
Luther is mightier than a regiment of fleshly Luthers. When he 
was on earth, he in some sense asked the pope leave to be, and 
the emperor and the elector leave to be ; he asked the stream 
and the wheat to give him sustenance for a day : but now that 
his body is dead, now that that rubbish is out of the way, he 
asks no leave of pope, or elector, or emperor, but is the monarch 
of thought, and tlie noblest defender of the faith to the end of 
tmie.*— Conversation with good men, — Next to conversation with 
(>od by prayer, the conversation of good men does wonderfully 

^ouvii. O.T. K 



a Je.xvii. ll;Ha. 
il, 9 ; 1 Ti. vi. 0, 
10. 

b Ex. zxiii. 8; 
De. xvi. 19, 
j c Percy Artec. 
" The progress of 
a private con- 
▼ ersation be- 
twixt two per- 
sons of different 
sexes is often 
decisive cA their 
fate, and gives 
it a turn very 
distinct perhaps 
from what they 
themselves anti- 
cipated. Gallan- 
try becomes 
mingled with 
conversation, 
and affection and 
passion come 
gradually to mix 
with gallantry. 
Nobles, as well as 
sheph^ swains, 
will, in such a 
trying moment, 
say more than 
they intended ; 
and queens, like 
village maidens, 
will listen longer 
than they 
should."— 5<r 
Walter Scott. 

a Fausset. 

b 1 Pe. m. 12. 

G-od never leaves 
any till they leave 
Him first. 

c "He that is 
much in prayer 
shall grow rich in 
grace, and have 
most of heaven 
upon earth."— 
Archbp. Leighton. 

dn. W.Beecher. 

"If I were to 
choose the people 
with whom I 
would spend my 
hours of conver- 
sation, they 
should be cer- 
tainly such as 
laboured no 
further than to 
make themselves 
readily and 
clearly appre- 
hended, and 
would have 
patience and 
curiosity to 
understand me. 
To have good 
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aenae and ability 
to express itaro 
the most essen- 
tial and neces- 
sary q\iaUtie8 in 
companions. 
When thoughts 
rise In us fit to 
utter among 
familiar friends 
there needs but 
Tery little oare 
in clothing 
tbem."-H8fM/^. 



'* Men with grey 
eyes are gene- 
rallv keen, ener- 
getic, and at first 
cold ; but you 
may depend 
upon tlieir sym- 
pathy with real 
sorrow. Search 
the ranks of our 
benevolent men, 
and you will 
agree with ma." 
— Dr. Letuk. 

a Cheeter, 



a "Nothing but 
grace can teach 
us to make a 
right use of 
others' judg- 
ment 8." — Bp. 
HaU. 

h " The fear of 
Qod and humility 
go together; 
where the one is 
the other is, and 
as the one is the 
way to wisdom, 
the other is the 
way to glory." — 

€ "The more 
tumble the fitter 
to come to God, 
and He the more 
willing to come 
into the soul and 
dwell in it. The 
highest heavens 
are the habita- 
tion of Ood's 
glory, and the 
humble heart 
liath the next 



contribute to the building na up in faith and viitne. How does 
the sense and experience of sach as deserve our esteem and 
affection settie and establish our judgment when they ooncor 
with us 1 How does their knowledge enlighten ns, their reason 
strengft^en our fiuth, and their example inflame us with emulation ! 
A pious friendship renders religion itself more engaging; it 
sanctifies our yery diversions and recreations, and makes them 
minister to virtue ; it minds us when we ore forgetful, supports 
and encourages us when we faint and tire, reproves and corrects 
us when we give back, and recalls us in the right path when we 
go out of it. niis is, or it should be, the business of conversati<Hi, 
the end and advantage of friendship ; we should be often talking 
together of the things of God, communicating and laying open 
the state of our souls, our fears, our hopes, our improvementB, and 
defects : we ^ould watch over one another, comfort and support 
one another ; our discourse should always minister new warmth 
or new strength to our holy faith and love. 

30, 31. (30) light of the eyes, the brightness of eyes 
characteristic of good health. Or it may be a friendly look from 
another rejoiceth our heart, good report, the good news a 
friend may bring to us. (31) abideth amongy dweUs with, in 
the midst of, the wise. 

SeJf'Conqvest. — Peter the Great made a law in 1722 that if any 
nobleman beat or ill-treated his slaves he should be looked upon 
as insane, and a guardian should be appointed to take care of his 
person and of his estate. This gfreat monarch once struck his 
gardener, who, being a man of great sensibility, took to his bed, 
and died in a few days. Peter, hearing of this, exclaimed, with 
tears in his eyes, ** Alas 1 I have civilised my own subjects ; I 
have conquered other nations ; yet 1 have not been able to 
civilise or to conquer myself." « 

32, 33. (32) Instruotion, or correction.' despiBeth, etc., 
acts as if he had no regard for his own best interests, heaxeth, 
so as to obey, understanding, lit. Jieart ; moral rather than 
intellectual wisdom. (33) fear, ete.f Job xxviii. 28 ; Ps. cxL 10. 
before . . humility, in the face of ; in front of .« 

Despising the soul (v. 32). — I. Who are they that despise their 
own souls ? 1. Those who deny the spirituality and immortality 
of the soul ; 2. Those who by their practice despise the soul. IL 
Show the folly of such a course. Consider — 1. The nature of 
the soul ; 2. Its nearness ; 3. Its purchase ; 4. The projects laid 
for souls ; 5. The perpetual duration of souls. III. Application. 
Let us — 1. See and bewail the folly of having such low thoughts 
ef the soul ; 2. Make it appear that we do value our souls ; 3. 
Value other things as they have relation to our souls ; 4. If we 
must not despise our own souls, neither should we the souIb of 
others.^' 

Wellington and the officer. — ^In the early pfirt of the Duke of 
Wellington's career, when as Sir Arthur Wdlasley, in India, an 
of&cer dining at the mess where he ];»eflided was q>orting his 
infidel sentiments. Sir Arthur, wishing to put down such con- 
versation, said, " S , did you ever read Paley's Evidences ?" 

The reply was in the negative. *' Well, tiien,'' said Sir Arthur, 
*'you had better read that book before yon talk in the way yoa 
are doing." The occurrence passed away, and the convenatioa 



Cap. xvi 1-3.3 



PROVERBS. 



lil 



was soon forgotten; but the refereace to Paley*s work led 

Colonel S to inquire after it, and, having obtained a copy, he 

read it with the most serious attention. He rose from the 
perusal of it with the fullest conyiction of the falsehood of the 
Bjsteni he had formerly adopted, and of the Divine origin of 
Christianity. But he did not stop here ; he was determined to 
examine the Book itself, which he was thus satisfied was a reve- 
lation from God. The result was that he cordially received this 
revelation of mercy, saw and felt his need of a Saviour, and, 
believing in Jesus, became a Christian not in name only, but in 

deed and in txuth. Colonel S , feeling his obligation to Sir 

Arthur, afterwards wrote to him, thanking him for his kindness 
in recommeuding to him Dr. Paley's valuable work, and earnestly 
advising him not to be satisfied with merely knowing the ex- 
ternal evidence of Christianity, but to inquire what tluB Divine 
oommnnifiation really contains. 



CHAPTER THE SIXTEENTH. 

1 — 3 (1) preparations, disposings, or plans : the thinkings 
and 8chemingB.« " Man proposes, Gk)d disposes." (2) olean . . 
eyes, the la^ thing a man is willing to see is his own failing 
and f aolt.^ weighs, tests, tries, judges the value of. God is a 
** disoemer of the thoughts and intents of the heart." iEq[)irit8, 
i.e, the inward dispositions and motives. (3) oommit, etc., 
lii. roll.^ thoughts, plans which thou wouldest work out.<* 

JSpirit-weighing (v. 2). — I. Man deceived. Why? 1. Because 
they adopt the moral standard of the circle in which they move ; 
2. Because they judge themselves by those who are worse than 
they are ; 3. Because they take false views of moral evil ; 4. 
Because there is an absence of careful examination about them. 
II. I>eity investigating. Here is suggested to us — 1. The won- 
derfnlness of God's power ; 2. Of God's pitifulness.' 

WeiglUng our plans. — Before proceeding to any work we 
should weigh it. ' Letters are charged in the Post Office accord- 
ingr to weight. I have written and sealed a letter containing 
Beverfll sheets : I desire that it should pass, I think that it will, 
but X know well that it wiU not be allowed to pass because I 
desire that it should or think that it wilL I know well that it 
will he tested by i^nperial weights and measures. Before I 
■pljxnge it beyond my reach, I place it on a balance before me, 
not constructed to please i^y desire, but honestly adjusted to the 
legral standard. I weigh it there, and check it myself by the 
very rules which Government will apply. So should we weigh 
OUT purposes in the balance, before we launch them forth in 
action/ — Mtults of conversation. — Every one endeavours to make 
himself as agreeable to society as he can ; but it often happens 
tliat those who most aim at shining in conversation overahoot 
their mark. We should try to keep up conversation like a ball 
bandied too and fro from one to the other, rather than seize it 
aJl to onrselv^, and drive it before us like a football. We 
should likewise be cautious to adapt the matter of our discourse 
to onr company ; and not talk (^reek before ladies, or of the last 
new fashion to a meeting of country justices. But nothing 
thzow^s a 'more ridiculous air over our whole conversation than 

e2 



honour to be the 
habitation of His 
grace."— ul«jW»p. 
Leight<m. 

"Humility pre- 
serves the true 
and noble free« 
dom of the mind 
of man, secures 
his dear liberty 
and peaceful do- 
minion of him- 
self. This is the 
effect of excellent 
wisdom.'*— IT. 
Bates. 

d M. Henry. 



a ''Thoughts 
come and go, as 
it were, spon- 
taneously, bnc 
true,well-ordered 
speech is the gift 
of God."— -Sjpt. 
Com. 

b ** Consdence 
then, simply as 
conscience, is no 
safe guide ; it re- 
quires to be in- 
formed and regu- 
lated by G^'s 
will and Word. 
A right intention 
is not enough to 
make a good ac- 
ti on."— JFords- 
worth 

e Ps. zzii. 8, 
xxxvii. 6, Iv. 22. 
d "Rely on God 
for success to 
your lawful pur- 
poses." — Fausset. 
♦♦ Prayer is the 
rest of our care 
and the calm of 
our tempest." — 
/. Taplor. 
e H. J. Martin, 
f W. Amot. 

" There is sb 
much correspon- 
dence betwixt the 
heart and tongue 
that they wiU 
move at once. 
Every man, 
therefore, speaks 
of his own plea- 
sure and care. If 
the heart wero 
full of God, the 
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ton^e ooald not 
refrain to talk of 
Him: the rare* 
neas of Christian 
communication 
argues the com- 
mon porerty of 
grace. If Christ 
be not in our 
heaits, we are 
godless ; if He be 
there without 
our joy, we are 
senseless; if w» 
rejoice in Him, 
and speak not of 
Him, we are 
shamefully un- 
thankful. ... I 
will think of 
Thee always, O 
Lord; so it shall 
be my joy to 
speak of Thee 
often ; and if I 
find not oppor- 
tunity, I will 
make it" — Bv. 
HalL 



g Steeie. 

a JobxzL80;Is. 
xliii. 31. 

" It is one of the 
greatest praises 
of Qod'B wisdom 
that He can turn 
the evil of men 
to His own 
glOTy."-Bp. Hall. 

ft Ps. L 13, 14, 11. 
16, 17; Mic. vi. 
«-8. 

"Mercy and 
truth are a sign 
and necessary ex- 
pression of a 
really penitent 
and believing dis- 
position of 
heart."— 0. ZSck- 
ler. 

e Dr. Bonar, 

d Whiteerost. 

" Were my whole 
life to come one 
heap of troubles, 
the pleasure of 
this moment 
would sufBce, and 
sweeten all my 
griefs with its 
remembrance."— 
Lee. 



pecnliaritdeB, easily acquired, but not oonquered or discarded 
without extreme difficulty. Those who accompany eveiy word 
with a peculiar grimace or gesture ; who assent with a shrug, 
contradict with a twisting of the neck, are angiy with a wiy 
mouth, and pleased in a caper or minuet step, may be considered 
as speaking harlequins. With these we condemn the affected 
tribe of mimics, who are constantly taking off the peculiar tone 
of voice or gesture of their acquaintance ; though they are 
generally such wretched imitators that, like bad painters, they 
are frequently forced to write the name under the picture, before 
we can disooTer any likeness. It is unnecessaiy to point out all 
the pests of conversation, or to dwell particuUu'ly on the 
sensibles, who pronounce dogmatically on the most trivial points, 
and speak in sentences ; the wonderers, who are always wonder- 
ing what o'clock it is, or wondering whether it will laln or no, 
or wondering when the moon changes ; the phraseologists, who 
explain a thing by all that and t'other ; and lastly, the silent 
persons, who seem afraid of opening their mouths lest they 
should catch cold, tCDd literally observe the precepts of the 
Gospel, letting their conversation be only Yea, yea, and Nay, nay. 
The rational intercourse kept up by conversation is one of our 
principal distinctions from brutes. We should therefore endeavour 
to turn this particular talent to our advantage, and consider 
the organs of speech as the instruments of understanding ; we 
should be very careful not to use them as the weapons of vice 
or tools of folly, and do our utmost to unlearn any trivial or 
ridiculous habits, which tend to lessen the value of such an 
inestimable prerogative.' 

4 — 6. (4) for liimself, better, for itself: i.e. for its own 
end ; fitting it to the precise object for which He designed it 
wicked . . evil, better turned round. God hath even appointed 
the evil day for the wicked. Any day of calamity is meant, 
either in this life or in another. God's connection between sin 
and suffering is designed in infinite wisdom and grace.* (5) 
proud, etc., ch. vi 17. hand, etc.f ch. xi. 21. (6) mercy 
and truth, ^ wh. are states of mind and heart set in contrast 
with ritual sacrifices and ceremonies, purged, cleared out of 
our heart. 

The secret of deliverance from evil (i?. 6). — ^There is evil in the 
world : the evil of sin. How am I to get quit of this evil ? Thia 
is the great question. 1. Not by time — ^time cures many things, 
but not this ; 2. Not by effort ; 3. Not by human wisdom ; 4. 
Not by law ; 5. Not by terror ; but by the fear of the Lord, 
which unfolds itself in— <1) Obedience ; (2) Fellowship ; (3) 
Love; (4) ZeaL If we fear God we must — 1. Try to please 
Him ; 2. Give up sin ; 3. Do His will ; 4. Seek to be like Him.' 

Human reverses. — Bajazet having observed, after his enemy 
made him prisoner, that the latter laughed at him, said, " Do not 
laugh, Tamerlane, at my misfortune, for God, not you, has sub- 
du^ me ; and He is able to-morrow to undo what He has done 
to-day, and reverse our situations." Tamerlane immediately 
assumed a serious countenance, and answered, " I laughed not 
with a design to exult over you, but from a sudden impression 
that thrones and kingdoms must be held in low estimation in 
heaven, since one crown has been bestowed on such a blmk-eyed 
man as you, and another on such a crippled man as myself." 
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Thrones and rickety chairs are of equal reckoning in the 
arithmetic of heaven. Nothing, so far as regards man, is of 
value there, except " the pearl which is beyond price " — " the 
righteousness of &e Lord Jesus Christ, imputed to us \)j Grod, 
and received by faith alone." >* 



7, 8. (7) at peace with him, that goodness wh. is accept- 
able to God tends aJso to pacify and to win men.** (8) better, 
etc., Ps. xxxvii. 16 ; Pr. xv. 16.* 

Pleasing God (v. 7).— Consider this subject — I. As a glorious 
poBsibility of being. The ways are not merely external service, 
but a loving obedience to His will. If we please Him we shall 
—1. Please ourselves ; 2. The spiritual universe. II. As winning 
the good will of enemies. 1. A good man may have enemies ; 2. 
The overcoming of their enmity is a desirable thing ; 3. Pleasing 
the Lord is the surest way to overcome it.* 

The stolen fruit. — A Christian merchant retired from the en- 
gagements of commerce to a pleasant residence on the banks of 
&e Mersey ; and while his gardens and hothouses abounded with 
choice and valuable fruit, they were entered by some depredators, 
who carried away much of tiieir produce. The next morning 
the proprietor caused a placard to be issued, intimating that the 
gardens had been plundered of a considerable quantity of fruit, 
and that as it was possible that want might have incited to the 
act, he took this method of giving notice that, if such were the 
case, and the person offending would make known his circum- 
stances, he should not only be freely forgiven, but his necessities 
should be relieved. The result was soon apparent. Such was 
the effect of the statement, that though the premises were pecu- 
liarly exposed, no other instance of depredation occurred. Even 
the rude and uncultivated villagers felt the commanding in- 
fluence of kindness so great, and unhappily so rare, and could 
only regard the interesting person who had fixed his residence 
among them with a feeling of veneration such as they had never 
cherished before for any human being. 

9, 10. (9) deviseth, arranges it with anxious thought. 
Comp. V. 1. The form of the verb suggests the idea of laborious 
consideration, directeth, determines precisely how they shall 
go. (10) divine sentence, or divination. As representative 
of God, the king's decisions had a special validity and dignity, 
transgresseth not, doth not speak wickedly." 

Model numarcJis {vv. 10 — 15). — ^Four particulars of such a king. 

I. He speaks the right. 1. Truth in expression ; 2. In meaning. 

II. He judges the right. 1. God demands social rectitude ; 2. A 
true king is a minister of social rectitude. III. He feels the 
right. 1. The loathing of wickedness in a king is the pursuit of 
righteousness ; 2. That this pursuit in a king is the stability of 
his throne. IV. He vindicates the right. 1. By approving the 
right in his subjects ; 2. By avenging the wrong on his subjects ; 
3. By encouraging the true in his subjects.* 

Providence. — The great drama of a nation's politics, and the 
most mighty changes in the history and character of mai^dnd, 
may hinge on circumstances of the most trivial nature. One of 
the most remarkable instances of this sort is found in i^e history 
of Mohammed. When his pursuers followed hard upon him to 
take his life, they were turned away from the mouth of the cave : 



aPr. zzv.31,23. 



6 "The fewer de- 
sires the more 
j peace. The only 
' sure way to peace 
is to give the 
heart entirely to 
(^oiV'—Bp. WU- 
ton. 



e Dr. Thomas. 



"The rabbins 
note a principle 
of nature,— that 
putrefaction i s 
more dangerous 
before maturity 
than after; and 
another noteth a 
position in moral 
philosophy,— 
that men aban- 
doned to vice do 
not so much cor- 
rupt manners as 
those that are 
half good and 
half evil."— Zorrf 
liaeon. 



a « The passage 
lays down tlio 
principle that the 
King can do no 
wrong, in a nar- 
rower assertion 
of it, and witli 
this difference, 
that it is here no 
political fiction, 
but a belieying 
conviction."— 
HUzig. 

1 Ki. iii 9; Ps, 
Ixxil. 1. 

b Dr. Tkomas. 

"Ah, that Deceit 
should steal such 
gentle shapes, 
and with a virtu- 
ous visor hide 
deep vioel" — 
l^atetpeare 
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and another teU, 
my heart deteata 
him as the gates 
ofheU"— /\?pft 



c Owner, 



a " The principle 
that social justice 
is an essential 
part of religion is 
exemplified in 
our own country, 
where the stand- 
ftrd weights are 
enshrined in a 
aaored building 
attached to the 
Church where 
the sovereigns of 
England are 
crowned." — 
Wor^worth, 

2> Is. zL 2—4. 

"An honest death 
is better than a 
dishonest Ufe."— 
Socratei, 

cLetoU, 



a "An angry 
word from an in- 
censed prince has 
been to many a 
messenger of 
death, and has 
struck so great a 
terror upon some 
as if a sentence 
of death had been 
pronounced upon 
them:'— Mat. 
Henry. 

" These words re- 
mind us almost 
painfully of the 
terrible rapidity 
with wh., in the 
despotic monar- 
chies of the East, 
panishment,even 
death, follows on 
displeasure." — 

13, XX. 2. 



" Who dares { in which he had the moment before taken shelter hj the flight 
think one thing, ^f ^ ^iixd from one of the shrubs that grew at ite entry. For 
they inferred that if he had recently paased that way, the bird 
most preyionsly have been frightened away, and would not now 
have made its appearance. It is a striking remark of the his- 
torian, that this bird, by its flight on this occasion, chajiged the 
destiinr of the world — ^instrumental as it was in perpetuating the 
life of the false Prophet, and with him the reign of that 8ui)er- 
stition which to this day hath a wider ascendency over onr 
species than Christianity itself. Such are the links and con- 
catenations of all history. It is well that God has the manage- 
ment, and that what to man is chaos, in the hands of God is a 
sure and unerring mechanism.'^ 

11—13. (11) Just weight, see ch. zi. 1. weights . . bag, lit 
stones.'* (12) abomination, in Gk)d's sight and men's. The 
high position and influence of kings makes their character of 
supreme importance. Or, the idea may be, kings think it an 
abomination for their x>eople to do wickedly, bee. it imperils the 
stability of their throne. (13) rigbteous lips, speaking trutJi 
and goodness, right, i.e. upright things.* 

Weights afid measures. — ^The Jews were required to be exact in 
their weights and measures, that the poor might not be defrauded 
Hesychius remarks upon this point, as a reason for such great 
care, that what the possession of a field or house is to a weal^y 
man, that the measure of com, or wine, or the weight of bread, 
is to the poor, who have daily need of such things for the support 
of life. *'' The Jewish doctors assert that it was a constitution of 
their wise men, for the xxreventing of all frauds in these matter, 
that no weights, balances, or measures should be made of any 
metal, as of iron, lead, tin (which were liable to rust, or might 
be bent, or easily impaired), but of marble, stone, or glass, wMch 
were less subject to be abased : and therefore the Scripture, speak- 
ing of the justice of God's judgments, observes (according to the 
YuLgate) that ' they are weighed with all the stones in the bag.* *'' 

14, 15. (14) wrath . . death, the means for executing his 
wrath are close to his hand. Specially true of irresponsible and 
capricious Eastern sovereigns. Comp. the wrath of Ahasuerus 
against Haman.* Est. vii. 5 — 10. paoify it, as ch. xv. 1. (15) 
light, or smile, sign of favour and acceptance.* is life, not 
only assures the conservation of life, but also the joy and pleasure 
of life. The king's smile makes glad those it shines upon, 
oloud, etc., wh. is most welcome to the parched and thirsty 
earth, latter rain, wh. fell just before harvest, to mature the 
crop : ^ its month was March or April. 

A hinges wrath (v. 14). — ^Executions in the East are often veiv 
prompt and arbitrary. In many cases the suspicion is no sooner 
entertained, or the cause of offenoe given, than the fatal order is 
issued; the messenger of death hurries to the unsuspeetiiig 
victim, shows his warrant, and executes his orders that instant 
in silence and solitude. Instances of this kind are oontinuallj' 
occurring in the Turkish and Persian histories. "When the 
enemies of a great man among the Turks have gained influence 
enough over tiie prince to procure a warrant for his death, a 
capidgi (the name of the officer who executes these orders) is sent 
to him, who shows him the order he has received to cany back 
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his head ; the other tak^g the "warrant of the grand seignior, 
kisses it, pubB it on his head in token of respect, and then having 
performed his ablutions, and said his prayers, freely resigns his 
life. The capidgi having strangled him, cuts off his head, and 
brings it to Constantinople. The grand seignior's order is im- 
plicitly obeyed ; the servants of &e victim never attempt to 
hinder the executioner, although these capidgis come very often 
with few or no attendants." It appears from the writings of 
Ghardin that the nobility and grandees of Persia are put to death 
in a manner equally silent, hf^ty, and unobstructed. Such exe- 
cutions were not uncommon among the Jews under the govern- 
ment of their kings. Solomon sent Benaiah as his capidgi, or 
executioner, to put Adonijah, a prince of his own family, to death ; 
and Joab, the commander-in-chief of the forces in the reign of 
his father. A capidgi likewise beheaded John the Baptist in the 
prison, and carried his head to the court of Herod. To such 
silent and hasty executioners the royal preacher seems to refer in 
that Proverb, " The wrath of a king is as messengers of death ; 
bat a wise man will pacify it ;" his displeasure exposes the un- 
happy offender to immediate death, and may fill the unsuspecting 
bosom with terror and dismay, Hke the appearance of a capidgi ; 
but by wise and prudent conduct, a man may sometimes escape 
the danger.<( 

16, 17. (16) better, etc., see ch. viiL ll.« Wordiworth notices 
the ^tinction in the values attached to wisdom (Heb. choomak) 
and to intelligence (Heb. hinah), lit. discernment, the faculty of 
distinguishing between one thing and another. (17) highway, 
raised, well-graded road : representing the habitual course of the 
righteous, depart, or dedine.* keepeth, by godly watching 
and care.* 

Keeping in the way. — ^Every traveller has something very "pre- 
cious in his custody — ^his own soul. Tou will lose it, pilgrim, if 
you go off the way. The miners in the gold-fields of Australia, 
when they have gathered a large quantity of the dust, make for 
the city with ihe treasure. The mine is far in the interior, the 
country is wild, the bush is infested by robbers ; the miners keep 
the road and l^e daylight. They march in company, and close 
by the guard sent to protect them. They do not stray from the 
path amoi^ the woods, for they carry with them a treasure which 
they value, and they are determined to run no risks.*' 

18, 19. ( 18) pride, etc., see ch. xi. 2, xviii. 12. destruction, 
as seen in Pharaoh, Sennacherib, Nebuchadnezzar, ete. haughty 
spirit, the lifting up of the spirit, fall, a tottering, a downfall ; 
either in penitence or in ruin.* (19) divide the spoil, as they 
do who conquer in battle.* 

Effects of pride. — In 1201, Simon Toumay, after he had excelled 
all his contemporaries at Oxford in learning, and become so emi- 
nent in Paris as to be made the chief doctor of the Sorbonne, 
grew so proud that, while he regarded Aristotle as superior to 
Moses and Christ, he considered him as but equal to himself. He 
became exLck an idiot at length, as not to know one letter in a 
book, or one thing he had ever done. 

** The tower which rears its head so high. 
And bids defiance to the sky, 
Invites the hostile winds ; 



b Comp. Nu. vi. 
25 ; Pa. xzzL 16 ; 
aleo Fa. It. 6. 



c De. xL 14; Je. 
ill. 8, y. 24; Ja. 
v. 7. 



"What sudden 
anger's this? 
howhavelreap'd 
it? He parted 
frowning from 
me, aa if rain 
leap'd from his 
eyes: so looks the 
chafed lion upon 
the daring hunts- 
man that has 
gall'dhim; then 
mak^s him no- 
thing."— /SAa*«- 



d Paxton. 



a Pr. iiL 13—16, 
ir. 6. 

b **A. noble para- 
dox; the At^AtMiy 
of the upright is 
a byway from evil; 
the byitay of the 
wicked is a high- 
way to eTiL Mat. 
vii. lZ:'^Words- 
worth. 

e Ps. cziz. 9. 

w. 17—19. Dr. J. 
Donne, i. 214. 

d W. Amot. 



aCova:g.Bunyan's 
PUgrim Song — 
'* He that is down 
need fear no fall, 
he that is low no 
pride." 

"Haughtiness 
and pride imply 
self - confidence, 
wh. produces 
carelessness, and 
hence the &11 or 
sUdlng."— /VittJ- 
set. 

b "Humility is 
much better than 
that high-spirit, 
edness whioh. 
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though it cairy 
away the honour 
and wealth of the 
world, makes God 
a man's enemy 
and the devil Ms 
master." — Mat. 
Henry. 

a "Discretion in 
speech is more 
than eloqaenoe." 
— Lord Bacon. 

h "This is the 
way to walk con- 
tentedly and 
cheerfolly home- 
war ds, leaning 
and resting all 
the way on Him 
who is oar 
guide and our 
8 1 r e n g t h." — 
Archbp. Leighton. 

c Spk. Com, 

LvL ir. 22; Jno. 
vil. 46. 

d C. II. Spurgeon. 

« 'Tia the pro- 
perty of all true 
knowledge, espe- 
cially spiritual, to 
enlarge the soul 
by filling it ; to 
enlarge it with- 
out swelling it; 
to make it more 
capable, and more 
earnest to know, 
the more it 
knows."— <%»na/. 

« R. T. S. 



a "The thought 
is here in the 
first instance un- 
questionably of 
the blessing wh. 
comes directly to 
the possessor fr. 
his wisdom, and 
not of its life-dis- 
pensing, life-pro- 
moting influence 
on others." — 0. 
ZSckler. 

Jna iv. 14, Tii. 
38. 

V. 22. T. Boston, 
iv. 67; I>r. J. 
Ditney, L 379 ; D. 
Patterson, 216 ; T. 
Ainaer, 348; A. 
B. EcanSy 115. 



The branching tree, extending wide, 
Provokes defstrnction by its pride, 
And courts the fall it finds." 

20, 21. (20) handleth," etc. Vulg. etc. rend. "He that 
attendeth to the Word of God/* ch. xiii. 13. fi.nd good, oh. xvii 
20, xix. 8. trustetli, etc.^ led by the Word to a real and practi- 
cal reliance on God.* (21) wise in lieart, who have mond 
wisdom, prudent, bee. they will be sure to consider carefully 
their conduct, sweetness . . learning, lit. " grace of lips." 
"He who has the gift of uttering moral wisdom in winiung 
ppeech increases it in himself and in others.*' « 

H<m to take hold of life (v, 20). — I. Wisdom is man's tme 
strength ; and, under its guidance, he best accomplishes the ends 
of his being. II. Wisely handling the matter of life gives to 
man the ridiest enjoyment, and presents the noblest occupatioii 
for his powers ; hence by it he finds good in the fullest sense. 
III. The true way to handle a matter wisely is to trust in the 
Lord. rV. He who trusts in the Lord has a diploma for wisdom 
granted by inspiration : happy is he now, and happier shall he 
be above.' 

Jlev. S. Lojvell. — The late Rev. Samuel Lowell, of Bristol, being- 
once at Brighton, expressed a wish to walk on the Steyne, and to 
have tiie public characters pointed out to him. Amongst the 
rest, a celebrated comedian was noticed. " Ah," said. Mr. Lowell 

" is that , my old schoolfellow ? I'll speak to him." He 

accosted him, and the following conversation took place:— 
Lowell : '^ Sir, I believe I have &e pleasure of addressing Hr. 

." Player ; " Yes, sir, my name is ; but I have not the 

pleasure of being acquainted with you." L. : " What I not know 
your old schoolfellow, Samuel Lowell ? " P. .• " What I are you 
Samuel Lowell!" L.: "Yes, I am." P.: "Well, I am very 
glad to see you ; now tell me your history in five minutes." L.: 
" First, my name is Samuel Lowell ; I am a Dissenting noinister 
at Bristol, where I have lived upwards of twenty years; I 
have a large family." P. : " So you are a Dissenting minis- 
ter : well, you are a happy man, for you go to your work with 
pleasure, and perform it with pleasure : you are a happy man. 
I go to my work like a fool, to please fools : I am not a happy 
man." ' 

22. understanding, i.e. discretion, wellspring, ch. xir. 
27,' a fountain always flowing, and never dry. He has something: 
to say on all occasions which is instructive, and with his own 
thoughts he can always edify himself, instruction . . folly, 
nothing good is to be obtained from the fool. Even his set and 
solemn discourses are but folly. 

Vigour of the uTtder standing. — Nobody knows what strength of 
parts he has till he has tried them. And of the understimding 
one may most truly say that its force is greater generally than ii 
thinks, till it is put to it. And therefore the proper remedy 
here is but to set the mind to work, and apply the thou^ts 
vigorously to the business ; for it holds in the struggles of the 
mind as in those of war, dum putant se vincere, vicere, A per- 
suasion that we shall overcome any difficulties that we meet with 
in the sciences, seldom fails to carry us through them. Nobody 
knows the strength of his mind, and the force of steady azid 
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regular application, till he has tried. This is certain ; he that 
gets oat upon weak legs wiU not osly go farther, bat grow 
stronger, too, than one who, with a yigorous constitation and 
firm limbs, only sits still.^ 

23, 24. (23) teacheth, or maketh wise ; prompteth wise 
words. Wisdom in the heart is the main matter, learning, 
sound reasoning, and forcible argument, wh. may oonvince the 
judgment. (24) honeycomb, co7njf. Ps. xix. 10. sweet, and 
so giving pleasure ; and healing, so as to renew health. '' This 
implies tiiat honey took its place not only among the luxuries, 
but also among the medicines of the Israelites." bones, regarded 
as the streng^ of the man : " our innermost and most essential 
being."- 

Tke teacher and his pvpU (v, 23). — The hea^ a teacher — I. Of 
the lips. 1. Is powerful; 2. The only teacher of acceptable 
words ; 3. Tet a frail teacher ; 4. In many a timid teacher. II. 
The pnpil of the heart, the mouth. 1. Often refractory ; 2. Of 
small capacity ; 3. Let it be a consecrated teacher, to speak the 
word of sympathy, of prayer, of thanksgiving.* 

Words in, season. — ^A missionary had been sent for to visit a 

dying man. He had a long way to go, but he mounted a horse, 

and rode fast. He had to pass through a gate ; it was closed, but 

at last a man came and opened it for him. "Thank you, my 

friend. And now tell me, do you love the Lord Jesus CJhrist ? " 

The man stared, but making no reply, the missionary rode off. 

Many years afterwards he was holding a meeting, and after it 

was over, a gentleman begged to speak with him ; and what was 

the surprise of ^e missionary when he said, '^ I am greatly in 

your debt, sir 1 " " In my debt ? I do not understand you. I do 

not remember ever seeing you before." " Sir, I am in your debt 

more than I can ever repay you, for through your words I have 

been brought to a knowledge of Christ. Do you remember riding 

quickly tlm>ugh a gate, and saying to the man who held it, ^ Do 

you loYo the Lord Jesus Christ V I am that man ; but then I 

had never heard of Christ. Your words sunk into my heart, and 

I asked every one I met with if they could tell me who Jesus 

Christ was, and why I should love Him. At last I found a pious 

negro woman, and ^e told me all you had taught her. And now I 

am a Christian." Thus did God bless the missionary's words. 

26, 26. (25) there Is, etc., ch. xiv. 12. (26) laboureth, lit. 
"the desire of him that laboureth," helps him in his work, 
moutli, etc., lit. " bendeth over hinij" The necessity of satisfying ' 
his appetite urges him to work.^ 

Erroneous views of religion refuted (v. 25). — I. Some of the 
ways that seem right. 1. The way of gay licentiousness ; 2. Of 
proud unbelief ; 3. Of cold formality. II. Contemplate the state 
of those who walk in those ways, and consider the end.* 

Tlie narrow way {v. 25). — Al Slrat is a bridge extending from 
this world to the next, over the abyss of hell, which must be 
passed by every one who would enter the Mohammedan paradise. 
It is very narrow ; the breadth being less than the thread of a 
famished spider, according to some writers : others compare it to 
tho edgre of a sword, or of a razor. The deceased cross with a I 
rapidity proportioned to their virtue. Some pass with the rapi- ! 
dity of Hghtning ; others with the speed of a horse at full gaUop ; \ 



b Locke. 



a Haier. 
b Stems and Taigt. 
To know reaUy 
how to be happ J, 
and how usefully 
to employ the 
little time that 
we have before 
us, is all that we 
need know. To 
divide our time 
well between 
sleep and sleep, 
and not to at- 
tempt to do too 
much — ^this is the 
only way to do 
anything really 
well. We may be 
content to be 
Ignorajit of 
other people's 
thoughts, but it 
will not do to be 
ignorant of our 
own ; and yet too 
many of us are 
so. What really 
concerns us we 
often throw 
aside, and liunt 
merely after that 
which, when 
achieved, can do 
us little or no 
good. 

The older a wise 
man gets, the 
wiser he grows; 
the fool, when he 
ages, becomes aa 
old fool. 



rtEcc.vi.7;2Tli. 
iii. 10—12. 

"The animal soul 
AS distinguished 
fr. the higher in- 
tellectual, moral, 
and religious na- 
ture, feels the 
pressure of life's 
necessities and 
impels to efforts 
for their relief." 
-0. ZQdUer. 

b C, Simeon, M.A. 

*' Sluggish idle- 
ness—the nurse 
of sin."— tSjpawer. 
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e Wheeler, 



aHeb.n<7i0ttn,fr. 
narag^ to roll one- 
self quickly, to 
speak fast, to 
prate and babbie. 

*• There la no- 
thing 80 well 
meant, but it 
may be ill-inter- 
preted." — /(p. 
Fatrkk. 

b " The phydog- 
nomy of the slan- 
derer, the man of 
Belial,— the haU- 
dceed eyes that 
never look you 
straight in the 
face, the restless- 
nesB or ounninf? 
cf wh. biting the 
lips is the suzesc 
indication." — 
Spk. Com. 

e Dr. 77ioma$. 

d Horace. 



a Pr. iv. 10, 18, 
3CX. 29. 

'' As ripe fmit is 
sweeter than 
green fruit, so >■« 
age sweeter than 
youth; proyideit 
the youth wern 
grafted into 
Christ" "As 
harvest-time is u 
brighter t i m t^ 
than seed- time 
80 is age brighter 
than youth ; thav 
is, if youth worn 
a seed-time fo* 
good." "As tho 
completion of u 
work is mori> 
glorious than Ih?: 
beginning, so i:< 
age more glorlou-'i 
than youth ; that 
is, if the founda- 
tion of the work 
of Ood were laid 
in youth."— Atij- 
ford's Quiet 
Hours. 



a Mat. V. 5. 

h Pr. rxL 14. 

** Lamentation Is 
the only mnsi- 
Gion that always. 



others still dower, on accoant of the weigrht of their sins ; and 
many fkU down from it, and are precipitated into hell.* 

27—30. (27) diggetb, ttc, shoTels out eviL He does not 
work to natisfy hunger, bui toils hard at misohief and wickedness. 
'* Digs an evil pit lor others to fall into," Pb. vii. 15. (28) 
f^ward, Pr. vi. 14. strife, one feature of the evil at wh. he 
works, whisperer,^ or badcbiter : one who goggests, rather 
than states, evil tilings. A prater, talebearer, separateth, 
alienateth, divideth, makes misanderstandings between, ohiei 
friends, those in closest intimapj. (29) yfolent man, or man 
of mischief, ch. iii 31, marg. (30) shuttetll, etc., as ch. tl 
12— 14.» 

Mischievous men (vv. 27 — 30). — I. He searches after cviL 1. 
Time buries the grievances of men ; 2. The mischievoos man is 
an explorer of tiiose tombs. II. He is inspired by evil. HI. Be 
propagates evil. 1. He prodnceth social strife by insinnations ; 
2. He leadetii astray by enticements ; 3. He pursaes his deaigiis 
by deliberation.' 
The backbiter. — 

He that shall rail against his absent friends, 

Or hears them scandaliBed, and not defends. 

Sports with their fame, and speaks whatever he can. 

And only to be thought a witjy man. 

Tells tales, and brings his friends in disesteem, 

That man's a knave — ^be sure beware of him.' 

81. if, this word should be omitted.' Old people, if they 
would preserve their honour, must preserve their integrity. 
*^ Grace is the glozj of old age." 

The old man's eronm (v, 31). — ^I. Old age is attractive, becauae— 
1. Bare; 2. Suggestive; 3. But is not always beautifol. We 
have here two characteristics of an honourable old age. (1) The 
course, " way of righteousness ;" (2) A difficult path to enter ; 
(3) To keep when entered. II. The old man's crown. 1. A word 
on ancient crowns — the rescuer's, the civic, the mural, emblemati' 
cal, triumphal, funeral crowns ; the old man's crown oombines 
them alL Learn— (1) What an admonition for youth I (2) How 
shoidd we reverence old age ! 

Godliness makes the grey hairs of age beautiful, — ^ The hoazy 
head is a crown of glory, if it be found in the way of righteoiis- 
ness." Age invests many things witii peculiar attractiveness. 
An aged oak, gnarled, wide-spreading, lichen-covered ; an ancient 
castle, weather-worn and storm-swept, moss-grown and ivy-dad— 
both are exceedingly beautiful ; but of all ^e attractive pictures 
old Time can draw, no sight is so beautiful as the silver locks 
and radiant features of godly and joyous old age — an aged sue. a 
venerable mother seated in " the old arm-chair," looking placidly 
back along the line of trodden years, looking hopefully forwaid 
across the bright borders of the Beulah-land, to catch a glimpse 
of the jasper walls which belt the city of the saints. 

32, 33. (32) slow to anger, not easily roused: oh. ziv. 17. 
29. mleth, etc^*^ here meaning the temper, the passionate 
movement and excitement of the spirit. "That is the noblest 
victory wh. we obtain over ourselves." (33) lap, or fold of the 
garment : sometimes called the bosom.* dispo8in£r» ftc*f the 
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final decision; the result of drawing.' The er^ts that seem 
most fortaitoas are really ordered by God. 

Self'Conqneit {v, 32). — ^I. Why is the hearths conqnest greater 
than that of a fAty 1 1. Because the enemy is more powerful ; 2. 
The conjaict is more difficult ; 3. The victory is more noble ; 4. 
The paize is more glorious. — Moral heroism (r. 32). — ^I. The 
enemy. 1. Our impulses ; 2. Habits ; 3. Prejudices ; 4. Interests. 
II. The conquest. 1. Assault is imxx)68ible ; 2. Strategy is on- 
aTailing; 3. Fame*is not to be won. III. The results. 1. A 
noble victory, perfection of humanity ; 2. A blessed peace, con- 
science delicate and tranquil.' 

Ocuting lots. — ^The Greeks and Romans in doing this put into a 
vessel (very frequently into a helmet) the different lots marked 
with the names of the persons. This was violently shaken by 
one who turned away his face, then whosoever's lot fibrst leaped 
oat and fell on the £^und was the person chosen. Amongst the 
plans adopted by the Jews, a similar mode was sometimes used. 
*'• The lot is cast into the lap," that is to say, into the bosom or 
midst of the vessel or urn. 



CHAPTER THE SEVENTEENTH. 

1. better, or sweeter, dxy morsel, i.e. a dry piece of bread, 
without any wine, or vinegar, to take with it." quietness, 
freedom from quarrelling.* saorifioes, prob. not used in relig. 
sense, but meaning ^'sacrificed or slaughtered animals :" ^'good 
cheer : " sumptuous meals. " A house full of sacrifices is one 
abonnding in sumptuous feasts.'' ' 

JTamily scenes (w. 1, 2). — ^We have here three things which are 
often found in household life. I. A discontented temper. II. A 
worthless son. III. A valuable servant. 1. A weU-tried servant 
gets moral influence in a house ; 2. And sometimes shares the 
fortunes of tiie house. Learn— (1) That the temper of a man's 
soul is more important to him than his temporal condition ; (2) 
T^iat the power of character is superior to the power of station.' 

Jhmily worship. — Philip Henry was most exemplary in his 
practice of family devotion. Besides the regular plui of reading 
and expounding the Scriptures, morning and evening, he used 
strongly to recommend singing : saying that it was a way of 
exhibiting godliness, like lUihab's scarlet thread, to such as pass 
by our windows. His children and servants used to take notes of 
hjs expositions ; and the foundation of Matthew Henry's Com- 
mentary vraB laid from these notes. Besides this, on Thursday 
evening, instead of reading, he used to catechise his children and 
servants upon the Assembly's Catechism, with l^e proofs, or some- 
times in a smaller catechism ; or else they read, and he examined 
them in some other useful book, as Mr. Poole's Dialogues against 
tJie I^apigts ; and on Saturday evening they gave l^i^" an account 
of what they could remember of the chapters they had read 
throu£rh during the week, eadi a several part in order. Besides 
this, he had also days of humiliation with his family. The con- 
sequence was that, in addition to the blessings resulting to lus 
own children, many who came to live wil^ them dated their first 
impressions from liiese services, and gave God thanks that they 
ever csame under his roof .« 



like a screech 
owl, alights and 
sits on the roof 
of an angry 
man."— P/utorcA. 

" We are wont to 
call the doubled 
or folded front of 
the dress Me Zap." 
— 0. Zdekler. 

e "How sweetly 
doth God dispose 
of all second 
causes, that while 
they do their own 
will they do His." 
—Bj). Hall. 

Mat. z. S9, 80. 

d W. W. Whgthe. 



a Pr. XV. 
TLvie. 



17; 1 



5 "There may be 
peace and quiet- 
ness where there 
are not three 
meals a day, pro- 
vided there be a 
joint satisfaction 
in God's provi- 
dence, and a mu- 
tual satisfaction 
in each other's 
prudence.*'— ifo/. 
Henry. 

e S/A. Com, 

d Dr.Thonuu. 

A little boy, the 
child of irreligi- 
ous parents, was 
visiting in a mi- 
nister's family, 
entering heartily 
into all the reh- 
giouB exercises. 
One day, his mo- 
ther found him 
praying, and said, 
"What ace you 
doing?" He an- 
swered, " O, mam- 
mal we must 
pray all we can 
while we are in 
Madison ; 'taose 
der's no God in 
Albany." 
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a Fr. X. 6. 



"The anthor of 
the Prov. felt 
keenly on this 
point, and had 
bitter apprehen- 
sions, wh. were 
too fully yerifled 
in his son's 
career."— Wbrd*- 
worth. 



bR.T.& 



"Family worship 
served as an edge 
or border, to pre- 
serve the web of 
life from unravel- 
ling." — i2o6«-< 
HaU, 



a " The art of 
smelting ore, wh. 
must have been 
known to the 
Israelites £r. the 
time of their so- 
journing in 
^gyp^* but had 
probably been 
brought into 
fresh prominence 
through inter- 
course with the 
Fhcenicians and 
with Sheba, here 
becomes a para- 
ble."— iS;)*. Com. 

h Ps. xxvi t ; Je. 
xvii. 10 ; JIaL iii. 
3 ; 1 Pe. i. 7. 

c Dr. Guthrie, 

" Falsehood is 
lire in stubble; 
it likewise turns 
all the light stuff 
around it into its 
own substance 
for a moment, 
one crackling, 
blazing moment, 
and then dies ; 
and «all its con- 
tents are scat- 
tered in the 
wind, without 
place or evidence 
of tlieir exist- 
ence, as viewless 
as the wind 
which scatters 
them."— & T. 
Coleridge. 



2. wise servant, ch. ziy. 35 : each as EUezer of Damascos, 
6e. zy. 2. have rule, as Ziba, 2 Sa. zvi. 4. causeth shame,* 
lit, a degenerate, bad, nnprofitable boh. part . . brethren, U, 
from his place as slave he shall rise to get a place as son. 

Archbishop TUlotson, — There are some children who are almost 
ashamed to own their parents, because they are poor, or in a low 
situation of life. We will therefore g^ve an example of the 
contrary, as displayed by the Dean of Canterbury, afterwazds 
Archbi^op TUlotson. His father, who was a plain Torkshiie- 
man, perhaps something like those we now call "Friends" 
approached the house where his son resided, and inquired 
whether " John Tillotson was at home." The servant, indigpmnt 
at what he thought his insolence, drove him from the door ; bat 
the dean, who was within, hearing the voice of his father, 
instead of embracing the opportunity afforded him of groing oat 
and bring^g in his father in a more private manner, came 
running out, exclaiming, in the presence of his astoniEdied ser- 
vants, " It is my beloved father ;" and, falling down on his 
knees, asked for his blessing. Obedience and love to our parents 
is a very distinct andj important command of God, upon which 
He has promised His blessing ; and His promises never faiL* 

3. fining pot,<> gee ch. xxvii. 21.* The intimation is that 
man's work of testing and trying can only concern things. 
Man's fining x>ot is for metals, he has no fining pot for hearts. 
Grod only has the x>ower to prove and try hearts : see Ps. cxxxix. 
23, 24. 

7}rials polish. — It is rough work that polishes. Look at the 
pebbles on the shore ! Far inland, where some arm of the sea 
thrusts itself deep into the bosom of the land, and, expanding* 
into a salt loch, lies g^irdled by the mountains, sheltered from 
the storms that agitate the deep, the pebbles on the beach are 
rough, not beautiful ; angular, not rounded. It is where long- 
white lines of breakers roar, and the rattling shingle is rolled 
about the strand, that its pebbles are rounded and jwlished. As 
in nature, as in the arts, so in grace ; it is rough treatment that 
gives souls, as well as stones, their lustre ; the more the diamond 
is cut, the brighter it sparkles ; and in what seems hard dealing, 
their God has no end in view but to perfect His people's graces. 
Our Father, and kindest of fathers, He afflicts not willingly ; He 
sends tribulations, but hear Paul tell their purpose : " Tribulation 
worketh patience, patience experience, experience hope."* 

4. wicked doer, one inwardly corrupt. Such a one readily 
attends to deceit, mischief, and injury when it is spoken, a 
liar, one full of inward insincerity and hypocrisy, nauglitj, 
or calumnious tongue. These men find food and pleasure in ail 
kinds of wicked dScourse. " Those that take the liberty to teU 
lies take a pleasure in hearing them told." 

Lying a supposed apology for crime. — Lying supplies those who 
are addicted to it with a plausible apology for every crime, and 
with a supposed shelter from every punishment. It tempts them 
to rush into danger from the mere expectation of impunity, and 
when practised with frequent success, it teaches them to con- 
found the gradations of guilt, from the effects of which there is, 
in their imaginations at least, one sure and common protection. 
It corrupts the early simplicity of youth ; it blasts the 
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blossoms of genius ; and will most assuredly counteract every 
effort by which we may hope to improve the talents and mature 
the virtues of those whom it infects." 

5, 6. (5) mocketh, etc., ch. xiv. 31. glad at calamities, 
by wh. men are sometimes suddenly made poor. Eejoicing in 
evil that befalls others is one of the most hateful forms of sin. 
unpnnislied, Ileb. " held innocent." They shall surely come 
into the judgments of God.** (6) cliildren*s children,* 
descendants in two or three gfenerations to continue the family 
name and estate, fathers, or honoured ancestors. Parents 
rejoice in a virtuous line of descendants ; children in a virtuous 
ancestry. 
Loveliness of children. — 

I look'd upon their loveliness, 

And sought through nature for similitudes 

Of perfect beauty, innocence, and bliss ; 

And fairest imagery around me thronged ; 

Dewdrops at day-spring on a seraph^s locks, 

Boses t^t bathe about the well of life, 

Young loves, young hopes, dancing on moming^s cheek, 

Gems leaping in the coronet of love. 

So beautiful, so full of life, they seem'd, 

As made entire of beams of angers eyes. 

Gay, guileless, sportive, lovely little things ! 

Playing around the den of sorrow, clad 

In smiles, believing in their fairy hopes, 

And thinldng man and woman I all joy, 

Happy all day, and happy all the night. 

• • • • • ■ 

Living jewels diopp'd unstained from heaven.*' 

7, 8. (7) excellent speech, Jleb. **a lip of excellency." 
Perhaps an assuming, imperious style of speech. Such from the 
fool would only create laughter. It would be unsuitable : 
character and style would not match, lying lips, such as 
coold not be trusted or relied on. prince, or noble, princely- 
minded. To such, crafty sly artifices of speech are veiy unbe- 
coming. (8) grift, or bribe. The tone of this verse is half 
satirical, precious stone, dazzling the eyes of him that 
receives it." tnrneth, a well-cut jewel sparkles in every 
direction. 

Tnith remarded, — ^Hegiage was a celebrated Arabian warrior, 
but ferocious and cruel. Among a number of prisoners whom 
he had condemned to death was one who, having obtained a 
moment's audience, said, *' Tou ought, sir, to pardon me, because, 
when Abdarrahman was cursing you, I represented to him that 
he was wrong" ; and ever since that time I have lost his friend- 
ship." Hegiage asked him if he had any witness of his having 
done this ; and the soldier mentioned another prisoner, who was 
likewise about to suffer death. The prisoner was called and in- 
terrogated, and, having confirmed the fact, Hegiage granted the 
first his pardon. He &en asked the witness if he had likewise 
taken his part against Abdarrahman. But he, still respecting 
truth, answered that he had not, because he believed it was not 
his duty to do so. Hegiage, notwithstanding his ferocity, was 
struck with the prisoner's greatness of spirit. " Well," said he, 



a Hr. Parr. 



a Eze. XXV. 6, 7. 

6 " The pride ftnrl 
honour of the 
grey - headed is 
the family circle 
that surrounds 
them, or the ad- 
vancing series of 
their children, 
grand-children, 
etc."— (?. Zikkler. 

That was a 
beautiful motto 
of Tyndale, the 
traneOiator of the 
English Bible, 
who was an ear- 
nest preacher 
and teacher — 
"Banish me to 
the poorest cor- 
ner of the world 
if you please, but 
let me teach 
little children 
and preach the 
Gospel." 

c Pollok. 



a " One so cor- 
rupt as to take a 
bribe, evinces his 
high estimate of 
it by subjection 
to its influence." 
—FauMet. 

Ex. xxiii. 8 ; Pr. 
xvlii. 16, xix. 6. 
V. 7. T. HailU 
day^i. 



The heights of 
Mount Taurus 
are infested by 
eagles, who prey 
upon any cranes 
that may fly near 
them. When 
flying, the crane 
keeps up a con- 
stant cackle. 
This noise brings 
the eagles down 
upon thera. It is 
said that the 
older cranes, 
sensible of their 
weakness, before 
they venture 
upon a flighty 
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take a stone in 
their mouths 
larg^ enough to 
enforce silence. 



a ** The warning 
is directed 
against the ten- 
dency which 
leads a man to 
dweU with irri- 
tating iteration 
on a past offence, 
instead of bury- 
ing it in obli- 
vlon."-iSi;*. Com, 



1 Ti ▼. 13. 



V. 9. T. Knowles, 
L253. 



"As empty ves- 
sels make the 
loudest sound, so 
they that have 
the least wit are 
the greatest bab- 
blers."— Ptoto. 



b J. B. Owen, 

a^There are 
some that are ac- 
tuated by a spirit 
of opposition, 
that will contra- 
dict for contra- 
diction sake, that 
will go on fro- 
wardly in their 
wicked ways in 
spite of all re- 
straint and 
check." — McU. 
Henry. 

M KL ii. 29—34. 

t'. 11. JI, Grove, 
i. 141; /. Grose, 
L143. 

C. J. Furlong. 
161. 

"HadlBooreful 
and pleasant 
companion, that 
diould show me 
my angzy fooe in 
a glass, I should 
not at all take it 



after a moment's pause, ** sappose I were to giant you life and 
liberty, tghoald yon etill be my enemy?" **No," said the 
prisoner. " That's enough," said Hegiage ; '* your bare word is 
snfficient : yoa have gfiyen undoubted proof of your love for 
truth. Gro, preserve the life that is less dear to you than honour 
and sinoeriiy : your liberty is the just reward of your virtue." 

9, 10. (9) oovereth, casteth a veil over it : is unwilling to 
blazon it abroad, but helps the sinner to recover himself from it. 
seeketh love, tries to act on the principle of *' charity," wh. 
*^hideth a multitude of sins." repeateth, etc., talks abcmt it; 
spreads evil report." sepaxateth, ete., comp. ch. zvl 28. (10) 
reproof, wh. is correction by counsel, entereth., Heb, 
*' aweth ;" has a more gracious and humbling influence upon, 
stripes, wh. are correction by blows and bodily sufferings. 

The talebearer. — ^In the common form of p prying dii^iositioii 
the talebearer incurs the penalty of no one tmuBting him with a 
secret, except for publication. In this case they use him for a 
live advertisement, like the bill-carriers in the streets, with 
whom he only differs in the fact that th^ cany their bills 
openly and t* above board," and he secretly, and like a spaniel, 
between his teeth. Every social circle has some such amateur 
gazette, who lives, like a soldier's dog, on the bits and scraps he 
picks up in the barracks, and whose office it is to fetch and cany 
for every man in the regiment. Thus it is no such honourable 
pest, nor half so innocent, as its animal prototype. The poor 
dog, at least, wags no man's tail but his own ; bat the biped 
talebearer is a mischievous wag with other people's. Whetjier 
his motive be gossiping or malevolence, it is equally annoying 
and destructive of social peace and confidence. *^ The words of a 
talebearer," said the Proverb, " are as wounds, and they go dowa 
into the innermost parts." * 

11, 12. (11) evil man, or a contumacious person.* re- 
bellion, is always on the outlook for opportuni^ c^ makiiig 
disturbance, cmel messenger,^* one sent to put him out of 
the way of making trouble. '^ The king's officer sent to punish 
him." (12) bear . . whelps, the strongest type of biute 
ferocity. In his folly, i.e. in one of his paroxysms of folly. 

^^ote on V. 12. — The furious passions of the female bear nev^ 
mount so high, nor bum so fiercely, as when she happens to be 
deprived of her young. When she returns to her den, and nuases 
the objects of her love and care, she becomes almost frantic with 
rage. Disregarding every consideration of danger to hezaelf , she 
attacks with inteziBe ferocity every animal i£a,t oomes in ha 
way, " and, in the bitterness of her heart, wiU dare to attack 
even a band of armed men." The Kussians of 'K'iLfwq/>h^tlra 
never venture to fire on a young bear when the mother is near ; 
for if the cub drop, she becomes enraged to a degree little short 
of madness ; and if she get sight of the eaemy, will only qui 
her revenge with her life. " A more dee^eraAe attempt, there- 
fore, can scarcely be performed than to cany off hex young in 
her absence. The moment she returns and misMB tikem her 
passions are inflamed ; her soent enables her to track the 
plunderer ; and unless he has reached sonie {daoe of Ba£e^ before 
the infuriated animai overtake him, his only si^ety is in dropping 
one of the cubs, and continuing to flee ; &r the mother, atten- 
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ilL Some an 
wont to hKvo a 
looking-ffloas 
held to them 
while they wash, 
thoagh to little 
purpose ; but to 
behold a man's 
self so unnatu- 
rally disguised 
and disordered, 
will oonduoe not 
a little to the im- 
peachment of 
Anger."— Plu- 
tarch. 



c Pouton, 



tive to its safety, carries it home to her den before she renfiws 
the ptuBuit." The frantic rage of the female bear when she has 
lort her yoang gives wonderful energy to the prorerb of Solomon : 
"Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather than a fool 
in his folly." Dreadful as it is to meet a bear in such circam- 
Btances, it is yet more dangerous to meet a " fool in his folly," a 
farious and revengeful man, nnder the influence of his im- 
petuous passions, and his heart determined on their immediate 
gratification. Naturally stubborn and cmel as the bear, and 
equally devoted to his lusts as she is to her young, he pursnes 
them with equal fury and eagerness. It is possible to escape the 
Yengeance of a bereaved bear by surrendering part of the litter, 
and diverting part of her pursuit; but no consideration of 
interest or duty, no partial gratifications, can arrest his furious 
career, or divert his attention. Reason, degraded and enslaved, 
lends all her remaining wisdom and energy to pasedon, and 
renders the fool more cruel and mischievous than the bear, in 
proportion as she is superior to instinct.* 

13, 14. (13) evil for grood," evil in the sense of injury, 
evil . . house, evil in the sense of misfortune. *' The punish- 
ments of ingratitude descend to a man's posterity."^ (14) 
letteth out water, eaf^y to let out, very difficult to restrain 
when once loosened.*^ meddled with, before it waxes warm.' 
Before it shows its teeth.« 

Ingratitude. — Humphrey Bannister and his father were both 
aerrants to the Duke of Buckingham, and had been bom in his 
hoose, and brought up by him ; and when the duke was put to 
flight by an unfortunate accident befalling the army which he 
had raised against the usurper, Bichard III., he, without footman 
or page, retired to Bannister's house, near Shrewsbury, as to a 
place where he had every reason in the world to look for security. 
Bannister, however, upon Richard's proclamation promising one 
thousand pounds rewajrd to him that should apprehend the duke, 
hetrayed his master to John Merton, High Sheriff of Shropshire, 
who sent his grace under a strong guard to Salisbury, where 
Bichani then was, and there, in &e market-place, the unfor- 
tunate duke was beheaded to satiate the malice of the monarch. 
But Divine vengeance pursued this traitor. Bannister ; for 
demanding the reward that was the price of his master's blood, 
the king, forgetting that we ought to keep faith even with a 
bad man, refined to pay the thousand pounds, saying, " He that 
would be false to so good a master ought not to be encouraged." 
Troubles followed rapidly upon this ungrateful man. Bannister's 
eldest son ran mad, and died in a hogsty ; his second son became 
deformed and lame ; his third son was cbrowned in a small puddle 
of water ; his eldest daughter was grievously injured for Ufe by 
one of his carters ; and his second was seized with a leprosy, 
whereof she died ; and to complete these dreadful visitations. 
Bannister himself was hanged for manslaughter/ 

16, 16. (15) Justifieth,' etc., he who treats the unjust as 
though he were just, and the just as though he were unjust. So 
confusing moral relations, abomination, or abhorrence. (16) i rflhSi)^ to*a(2 
price, or wealth. Bender, " Why is there a price in the hand of ] q^t.^^ 
a fool? Is it to get wisdom when he has no heart for it ?" * '& «whyis he,a8 

I'Vancis Z — Chabot, a distinguished admiral in the reign of it were, sent iato 



a Camp. Bo. zlf . 
17; 1 Th. T. 16; 
1 Pe. m. 9. 

" To render good 
for evil is Divine; 
good for good is 
human; evil for 
evil is brutish; 
evil for good is 
devilish." — 
Bridges. 

b NieholU. 

e ** He who begins 
strife is like him 
that tears away 
the dam fr. the 
waterB."~Z«tA^. 

d Oeteniru, 

eHitxig. 

v.lZ. W.Jay.yi, 
806; F. Elwin, L 
SS. 

w. 13, 14. Dr. J, 
Pateraon, 39L 

"One year of love 
would do more 
towards isetting^ 
us mutually 
right, when we 
are wrong, than 
a millennium of 
wrangling."— 2>r* 
McMm. 

\/ The Quiver, 



a Justify^aforen- 
sio term, mean- 
ing to declare 



160 



PROVERBS. 



CGap.zvU.17,ia 



the market vrith I 
80 much money I 
in his band for 
baying wisdom, 
and his heart is 
not set on the 
purchase?" — 
iVardiworth. 



e Percy Arue, 



a In adrendty ho 
becomes a bro- 
ther. 

b Pr. Ti. 1—6, xi. 
IS. 

e Studies for the 
Pulpit. 

dRdberU. 

"When a hunted 
deerruns for safe- 
guard amongst 
the rest of the 
herd, they will 
not admit him 
into their com- 
pany, but beat 
him off with 
their horns, out 
of principles of 
self-preservation. 
So hard it is in 
man or beast in 
misery to find a 
faithful friend." 
^Fuller. 

"True friends 
visit us in pro- 
q)erity only when 
invited, but in 
adversity they 
come without 
invitation."— 
Theophrastu*. 

" Friendship is 
the only thing 
in the world 
concerning use- 
fulness in which 
all mankind are 
agreed."— Ofcero. 

"Beproach, or 
mute disgust, is 
the reward of 
candid friend- 
ship, that dis- 
dains to hide un- 
palatable truth." 
—Smollet. 



Francis I., of France, fell under the displeasure of his sovereign, 
who issaeid a commission to the Chancellor Poyet, and other 
judges, to bring the admiral to trial, on an indictment preferred 
against him by the royal advocate. The chancellor was a man 
of unlimited ambition, and hoping to please the king by con- 
demning the admiral, seduced some of the judges by promises, 
and others by threats, to join him in his decision. Though 
nothing could be proved against the admiral, yet the chancellor 
and judges decreed the oo^&scation of his estate, dismissal from 
all his offices, and imprisonment. The king learning of the arid* 
fioe by whid^ such a judgment had been obtained against the 
admiral, instantly restored him to his estate and his liberty, and 
caused the diancellor to be degraded.^ 

17, 18. (17) friend, etc., ch. xviii. 24. a brother, better, he 
is a brother, more than a friend, in the time of adversity.^ bom 
for, the time of adversity brings him out and shows him at his 
best. (18) striketh hands , in making bargains, without dolj 
weighing the responsibilities under wh. he comes, in . . friend, 
in opposition to his advice.^ 

A brother's highest use {v. 17). — ^I. Adversity is the common lot 
of brotherhood. II. The ties of brotherhood are formed for 
adversity. III. Adversity tends to sanctify the intercourse of the 
bro&erhood. IV. In adversity we are led to know, in an especial 
manner, the presence of the Elder Brother with the brotherhood 
y. It is by adversity that the whole brotherhood are gathered at 
last into our Father's house above.^ 

Suretyship. — ^The Hindoo proverb says, " He who stands before 
may have to pay." This, therefore, is the idea of a surely. He 
stands before the debtor, and covenants with t^e creditor for the 
payment of the money ; he, therefore, who stands before, is 
literally betwixt the contending parties. In this respect " was 
Jesus made a surety " for us ; He stood before and between, and 
thus became our Mesites, or " Mediator." The melancholy in- 
stances of ruin, in consequence of becoming surety for others, are 
exceedingly numerous in the East. Against this they have manj 
proverbs and fearful examples; but nothing seems to Impart 
wisdom. Nearly all the Grovemment monopolies, both amongst 
native and European rulers, are let to the highest bidders : thus, 
the privilege of searching for precious stones in certain districts, 
of taking up the chiar root, salt-rents, and the fishing for chanks 
or pearls, are severally confined to those who pay a fixed sum to 
Government. As the whole of the money cannot be advanced 
till a part of the produce be sold, sureties have to be accounted 
for the amount. But as men generally enter into these specula- 
tions in order to better a reduced fortune, an extravagant price 
is often paid, and ruin is the consequence both to the principal 
and his surety. This practice of suretyship, however, is ako 
common in the most trifling affairs of life : JPareelltitha-voHum. 
that is, " Sig^ your name," is a request preferred by every oae 
who is desirous of obtaining additional security to a petty agree* 
ment. In every legal court or magistrate's office may be seen. 
now and then, a trio entering, thus to become responsible for the 
engagements of another. The cause of aU this suretyship pro- 
bably is the bad faith which so commonly prevails amongst the 
heatlien.' 
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19—21. (19) lovetll strife, Jas. i. 20. The quarrelsome in- 
Tolve thembeives in guilt, exaitetli his gate," huilds a stately 
houbc ; a bign ot ambition and arroganpy. destruction, it is 
as if he did, for he surely makes himself conspicuous to the 
robber, etc. (20; frowaxd, etc., comp. eh. xi. 20, xvi. 20. (21) 
hegetteth, etc., ch. x. 1. 

Banger of avibition. — ^Matthew Henry gives the general bearing 
of this passage when he says, *' Those that are ambitious and ' 
aspiring expose themselves to a great deal of trouble, such as 
many times ends in their ruin. He that exalteth his gate builds j 
a stately house, at least a fine frontispieoe, that he may overtop i 
and outshine his neighbours ; he seeks his own destruction, and j 
takes a deal of pains to ruin himself ; he makes his gate so large, 
that his house and estate go out at it." The moral here suggested 
\s, that extravagance leads to ruin ; or, it may be, that the most 
hamble are the most safe. It is the practice of the Arabs to ride 
on horseback into the houses of those they intend to plunder, 
and hence the doors are designedly built low to prevent the in- 
trusion. Thus a French abbi, describing his admission into a 
monastery near Jerusalem, says, " The passage is so low that it 
will scarcely admit a horse, and it is shut by a gate of iron, strongly 
secured on the inside. As soon as we entered, it was again made 
fast with various bolts and bars of iron — a precaution extremely 
necessary in a desert place, exposed to the incursions and insolent 
attacks of the Arabs." Among the Persians, too, the same de- 
fensive measures are employed, in order " to hinder the servants 
of the great from entering it on horseback, which, when any act 
of oppression is going o#, they would make no scruple to do." 
" The habitetion of a man in power is known by his gate," says 
Morier, " which is generally elevated in proportion to the vanity 
of its owner." Hence we see that " he that exalteth his gate 
sceketh destruction." * 

22, 23. (22) merry . . good," ch. xii. 25. medicine, or " pro- 
moteth health." broken spirit, broken by afflictions or con- 
science of sins, drieth the bones, wastes the radical moisture, 
exhausts the very marrow. (23) gift, or bribe. bOSOm, fold 
of dress where the purse was kept. 

Mirth (v. 22). — Bring out cheerfulness as^ the meaning here of 
mirth: Cheerfulness is a symptom of inward health, as truly as 
bodily alertness is of outward health. I. The primary truth in 
this part of the philosophy of life is, that true cheerfulness is a 
concern of both body and mind. 11. Inasmuch as the soul has 
the prerogative of governing the body there are numerous happy 
cases in which there is a cheerful heart in a suffering frame. 1. 
There is something in the nature of malady or distress which 
does not expend its power on the mental part ; 2. Cheerfulness 
in suffering may be due to natural elevation of spirits ; 3, The 
only true source of genuine cheerfulness on the bed of sickness 
and death is the grace of God in the soul. III. Since both body 
and soul are made for exertion, there is nothing more conducive 
to cheerfulness, the result of their joint health, than fit employ- 
ment. rV. But man is rot merely an intellectual, he is a mond 
being, and hence heailhful cheerfulness requires, as its indis- 
pensable condition, a good conscience. 1. Conscience of crime is 
a tormentor ; 2. Outside cnme there may be such transgression 
as may embitter the conscience, and make quiet impossible ; 3. 

VOL. Vll. O.T. L 



a " Private houses 
were Bometimes 
built ostentati- 
ously with a lofty 
gateway, wh. 
would naturally 
breed jealousy in 
the neighbours, 
and invite the 
visits of the tax- 
gatherer ; and in 
a time when law 
was weak and 
property very un- 
safe, might easily 
lead to the ruin 
of its owner." — 
Sharpe. 

High towers 
must look for 
lightning. 

" Ambition, like 
a torrent, ne'er 
looks back; it is 
a swelling, and 
the last affection 
a high mind can 
put ofE. It is a 
rebel both to 
soul and reason, 
and enforces all 
laws, all con- 
science; treads 
upon religion, 
and offers vio- 
lence to nature's 
aelL"--BenJotuon. 

b The Quiver, 



a Lit. " A merry 
hea^t giveth a 
happy heating." 



In our mirth 
there is mourn- 
ing, in our joy 
there is sorrow. 
Our false fears 
beget real grrief, 
t h ough the 
things we fear 
never come to 
pass ; and as if 
our present 
miseries were 
not enough to 
make our lives 
miserable, we 
torment our- 
selves in laying 
hold of those we 
have already suf- 
fered, and fear 
those that are to 
come, by wliich 
means we many 
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times tarment 
ouraelres before 
the tiUne. 

b Dr. J. W. Alex- 
and^,Kew7ork. 

"There is nothing' 
like fun, is there? 
I haven't an j my- 
self, but I do like 
it in others. Oh, 
we need it. We 
need all the 
counterw^igfats 
we can muster to 
balance the sad 
relations of life. 
Qod haa made 
sunny spots in 
the heart; why 
should we ex- 
clude the light 
from them?"— 
HaiiburUm, 

c (deeper. 



'* Wicked mirth 
nerer true plea- 
sure brings; bat 
honest minds are 
pleased with 
honest things." 
— Beaumont anet 
Fletcher. 

"Thou art the 
only comfort of 
my age: like an 
old tree, I stand 
amongst the 
storms ; thou art 
the only limb 
that I have left 
me, my dear 
green branchi 
and how I prize 
thee, child, 
heaven only 
knows." — Lee, 

a Dr. BiuhruU. 

** In exalting the 
faculties of the 
soul, we anni- 
hilate, in a great 
degree, the delu- 
s i o n of ' the 
senses."— ilim^ 
Marten* 



"To be perfectly 
just is an attri- 
bute of Divine 
nature; to be so 
to the utmost 
of our abilities, 



Even in the narrowest sense a good oonsdlence promotes ease of 
mind ; 4. There is no such thing t» a good conscience, except 
where there is a pessuaaion of aoc^tance with God, through the 
mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ.^ 

Sir Natt?ie7v Hale. — ^Another passage feH out m one of his 
circuits, which was somewhat censured as an affection of un- 
reasonable strictness ; but it flowed from the exaetoess of the 
rules he had set himself. A gentleman had sent him a book for 
his table that had a trial at the assizes ; so^ when h» heard his 
name, he asked ^if he was not the same person thab had sent 
him T«Aison." And finding that he was the same, he told him 
'^ he could not saSt&t the trial to go on tiU he had paid him for his 
buck." To whi^ the gentleman answered, "^that he neyersold 
his venison, and thab he had done nothing to him whieh he did 
not do to every judge that had gone that drcuit,** which was 
confirmed by several gentlemen tihen present ; but all would not 
do, for tiie Lord Chief Baron had learned from Solomos tiiiat ''a 
gift perverteth 1^ ways of jud^gment," and therefore he would 
not suffer the trial to go on till he had paid for the present ; upon 
whieh the gentleman withdlrew the record. And at Salisbuiy, 
the dean and chapter having, according to custom, presented him 
with six sugar loaves in his circuit, he made his servants pay lor 
the sugar before he would try their cause.^ 

24, 25. (24) before, i.e. ixi th« sight ot ; in the presence of. 
tmderstandiiig, i.e. the discerning man. ends . . earth, 
wandering anywhere ; not directly applied to the matter in hand 
He thinks of everything but that with w<h. he is immediately 
concerned. (25) g^lef^ or cross, vexation, see v, 21. 

Autliority of parents. — It is a great mistake to suppose that 
what will maJce a child stare, or tremble, impresses more autho- 
rity. The violent emphasis, the hard, stormy voice, the menacing 
air, only weak^is authority ; it commands a good thing as if it 
were only a bad, and fit to be no way impressed, save by some 
stress of assumption. Let the command be always given quietly, 
as if it had some right in Itself and could utter Itself to the con- 
science by some emphasis of its own. Is it not weU understood 
that a bawling and violent teamster has no real government of 
his team ? Is it not practically seen that a skilful commander of 
one of those huge floating cities, moved by steam on our American 
waters, manages and works every motion by the waving of a hand, 
or by signs tibiat pass in silence — issuing no order at all, save in 
the gentlest undertone of voice ? So when there is, or is to be, a 
real order and law in the house, it will come of no hard and 
boisterous, or fretful and termagant way of commandment 
Grentleness wUl speak the word of flrmness, and firmness will he 
clothed in the airs of true gentleness." 

26. for equity, better read, " is not equity." To strike one 
who is noble is against right. It may, however, mean to strike a 
prince for judging right. 

Qveen Elizabeth. — Sir Walter Baleigh observes of Queen 
Elizabeth, that she would set the reason of her meanest subject^) 
against l^e authority of her greatest counsellors. By this means 
she raised the ordinary customs of London about flfiiy thousand 
pounds a year, without any additional impost. When Lord 
Burleigh, Uie Earl of Leicester, and Secretary Walsingham had 
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'*5i^'^'" ? ""'* ^Kft*™* a P«>' "»iwr o' tile Ciurtom-honBe. 
caJiM tamiMider, aa to command the grooma of the chamber Bo 
^\T '^,."»i»«'n to the queen, she sent for him, and lintened 
tohi.peht)On»ndadvioe. It wm in ™in that h« miaiatos told 
her Blw dugraoed them, and leewmed her own dimity, by ririwr 
««r to the oiwtphuitB of busy meddkra. Kie need to say, tl»ttf 
men etamld oomplain unjustly against her miaiBtera, she knew 
well enough liow to punish them ; bnt if they had Nftson for the 
oon^ilauit thoy oBared her. she wag quean of all. Uui ~itn aa 
a-ell M the peat, and would w* suffer herself to be beaieind by 
servaato, a-ho could have no laatWe foe wishing it. bnt t&etr 
iiil«r(Bt in the oppression ot others.' 

^38, (27) spareth, doea not gi™ them fcrth toeficriy <" 
eroaileilt, or cvl spirit ; calm, not eicited to vain 0OQ»eiw -^ " 

(2SJ ioldeth his peaoe, does n>t qMm and ahow what 

him, xwyP^ for a wise man. Silenee is good.' The man who 
»jilCtti^_^!^jieara moch. The man who ia coMtaDUT taliin* 

Small /'alAiHi;.- 

Thtf cirt!e formed, wo ait In silent stats, 

tile ^fures drawn npon a dial plate ; 

Tea, jBS'am, and no, ma'am, uttered softly Aow 

Iteij- fi"^ minutes, how the minutes go : 

Eat* iadJviduai auEferiDg » oonstraint, 

■Poetiy m^y- bat coloors cannot paint ; 
■^if ine ^'** oomaiittoe on the siiy, 
BtMita ifi hot <» ao\d, or wet or clryi 
Am finds & ^hntgini- dime a happy aoorm: 
Of wise reB^*'^'''"'' ^"^ well-timed discoarae. 
We neit inqX^^' '>"* eoftly, and by stealth, 
^^ ooaserra-it''* °' t^ public health, 
Of epideniic tir^*^"^^^' ■' "^'^ there are, 
-iad eoBfff^g an*?' rfnemns, and phthiaki and atitoA. 

r^, . ,„4 „^^^ lutetesting newa, 
^S^..?^JS ^liTVi**"". ""^ who ate like to wed. 
And who iS ^?a^^ important cu^, 
I?y^^^a:or^a^ Engli^ h.ws. 
?S* ^^tr^"S;rrol home, 
iSdXe ^^nSVa^n-b^rasaed brow, 
B^^ring what we lo«t we know not bow 
Tto faculties that seemed reduced to noi^ht, 
Expa^on and the privilege of thought.' 

CSAPTEB THE EIGHTEENTH. 

t . . wisdom %. ,a»tf- gives a dif. turn to thia 
.!.„* ../. rftfi l" -ait seeketh accoimng to hia 

Vnt •"^ ■Ki.»'i . " rzuw^gl Kll-loY. a «m. 



■Virit clut it tt- 



'Sfleno* m»r 

icloguence.uiii 

>mik thy worth 

aboT* tba pover 



rapid TarWage of 
ihillowprileral" 
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ing from the re- 
ceived customs 
and opinions of 
mankind."— <8j»/t. 
Com, 

"Other com. take 
the expression 
in an unsodal 
and misan- 
thropio spirit, 
* separates him- 
self from inter- 
oourse with 
others,' 'separa- 
teth himself,' as 
ZOciler, 

"The recluse 
seeks his own 
pleasure or incli- 
nation; he laughs 
at or derides 
everything solid 
or Vfiae."— Park- 
burst. 

"A retired man 
pursueth the 
researches he de- 
lighteth in, and 
hath pleasure in 
every branch of 
science."— JFard- 
law. 

b Dr. Thomas. 

V. 1. /. Seed, 1. 
197. 

c R. T. S. 

"When night 
hath set her sil- 
ver lamp on high, 
then is the time 
for study : when 
heaven's light 
pours itself on 
the page, like 
prophecy on 
time, ungloom- 
ing all its mighty 
meanings; it is 
then we feel the 
sweet strength of 
the stars, and 
magic of the 
moon."— iSaW^. 

"If you devote 
your time to 
study, you will 
avoid all the irk- 
someness of this 
life ; nor will you 
long for the ap- 
proach of night, 
being tired of the 
day ; nor will you 
be a burden to 
yourself, nor 
your society in- 
supportable to 
others. ^'—Seiuea. 



terpietatioDB, however, greatly differ: the chief varieties are 
indicated in the margin. 

21ie itvdenfs spirit (vv. 1, 2). — ^I. It is an isolating epirit 
Feels it necessary to withdraw into solitude and silence. II. An 
investigating spirit. 1. Wisdom to guide men in their material 
concerns ; 2. In their spiritual concerns. III. A wise spirit. 1. 
He is wise who seeks knowledge ; 2. Knowledge gfives us a new 
I world ; 3. New sources of pleasure ; 4. New faculties of action.^ 

> Pascal. — Blaise Pascal was bom at Clermont, in Auvergne, in 
! 1623. He never had any preceptor but his father. It was his 
habit, when very young, if he met with anything which he 
could not clearly understand, never to rest satic^ed until he had 
received a thorough explanation of it from some one. It is 
related of him that one day when he was at dinner somebody at 
table happened to strike a china plate with a knife ; he noticed 
that the plate made a great sound, and that the sound stopped 
immediately when the hand was laid upon it. He inquired the 
reason : and from this simple circumstance he was led to make 
a variety of experiments, the result of which was that at twelve 
years of age he had composed a very able treatise on sound. So 
great a turn had he for mathematics that he learned, or rather 
invented, geometry when he was but twelve years old ; for his 
father was unwilling to initiate him in that science early, for 
fear of its diverting him from the study of the languages. At 
sixteen, he compoised a curious mathematical piece. About 
nineteen, he invented his machine of arithmetic, which has been 
much admired by tiie learned. He afterwards employed himself 
assiduously in making experiments, according to the new philo- 
sophy, and particularly improved upon those of Torioellius.^— 
3£a8ter Heyne. — Professor Heyne, of Gottingen, was one of the 
greatest classical scholars of his own or any other age, and one of 
the most striking instances of the love of knowledge triumphing 
over the difficulties attending its attainment. His parents were 
exceedingly poor, and were frequently distressed on account of 
their inability to procure food for their children. They sent him, 
however, to a child's school in the suburbs of the small town of 
Chemnitz, in Saxony, where they resided ; and he soon exhibited 
an uncommon desire of acquiring information. He made so 
rapid a progress in the humble branches of knowledge taught in 
the school, that before he had completed his tenth year, he paid 
a portion of his school fees by teaching a little girl, the daughter 
of a wealthy neighbour, to read and write. He then desired to 
learn Latin, and was, he tells us, perfectly intoxicated with joy 
when a baker in the neighbourhood undertook, ragged and bare- 
foot as he was, to pay the required fee for him. In two years 
his teacher told him that he had taught him all he knew. He 
went to the University of Leipsic with about four shillings in his 
pocket, and was greatly indebted for his food to the kindness of 
the maid-servant of the house where he lodged. He was resolved 
to try, he said, whether, although fortune had thrown him 
among the dust, he could not be able to rise by his own efforts. 
His a^our in the prosecution of his studies increased with his 
difficulties. For six months he allowed himself but two nights* 
sleep in the week ; and for many years continued to make great 
sacrifices, till he was at length chosen Professor of Greek in the 
Universi^ of Gk)ttingen, where he died in 1812,* 
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2, 3. (2) understanding, in getting knowledge, especially 
self-knowledge, which makes a man modest and humble, dis- 
cover itself, by overmuch and foolish talk, about himself and 
his opinions, which only display his folly." (3) also con- 
tempt,* that is, along with the wicked, bee. wickedness is 
contemptible in itself and in its influence, ignominy, or 
baseness, the inward condition fr. wh. wicked acts spring, 
reproaota., wh. is the manifestation of the contempt felt. 

Wickedness (r. 3). — ^The words suggest — I. That wickedness is 
a contemptible thing. 1. When it comes into political life it 
brings contempt on the nation ; 2. When it comes into ecclesi- 
astical life it brings contempt upon the Church. II. It ifl a con- 
temptuous thing.* 

Mental frivolity. — If over that little heap of dust you hold a 
good magnet, should there be present a nail, or a needle, or a 
few iron filings, they will at once spring up and cling to the 
attracting bar. And were there only a magnet strong enough, 
it might soon become the monopolist of that metal, which, after 
all, is more precious than silver or gold. If now, on your coat- 
sleeve, or on the woollen table-cover, you rub a stick of wax or 
amber, you impart to this substance also an attractive power. 
But it is a magnet of a very different sort. Hold it ever so near 
that knife or needle, and there is no movement. Hold it near 
the carpet, or, better still, insinuate it into some unswept comer, 
and every loose particle, the thread-clippings and paper-shavings, 
the stray feathers and silky fibres, will instantly leap up to it, 
and convert its bald apex into a little mass of rubbish. Some 
minds have a powerful affinity for what is sterling and useful. 
Themselves strong, like the loadstone, they are constantly ac- 
quiring facts, and principles, and maxims of wisdom. They 
gain the respect of others. They become master-spirits, moving 
and controlling their fellows. If in business, they turn out 
successful merchants ; if students, they step forth the chiefs 
of their profession ; if thrown into public life, they graduate 
into the highest ranks of statesmanship, and become the 
moulders of an age, the disposers of an empire, the movers of 
mankind. But some minds have an attraction quite as intense 
for what is frivolous. In early life they do not " take to " tasks 
and lessons ; and all throughout they retain the intellectual 
languor, which deprecates instruction and refuses to apply. 
Their theory of life is perpetual recreation, and ignoring the 
commandment which says, " Six days shalt thou labour, and do 
all thy work," they never know the sweetness of a true Sabbatic 
repose. Unused to self-denial, and seldom roused to exertion, if 
they enter business you soon hear that they have '• stopped ;" 
and in a learned profession, if they do not " stop," it is only 
because they never could get on.'' — Williajji Jones. — ^When Sir 
William Jones was but a youth, he was regarded as almost a 
miracle of industry and attainments. He used to relate, that 
when lie was only three or four years of age, if he applied to his 
mother, a woman of uncommon intelligence and acquirements, 
for information, her constant answer to him was, *'Read, and 
you will know." He thus acquired a passion for books, which 
only grew in strength with increasing years. Even at school, his 
voluntary exertions exceeded in amount his prescribed tasks ; so 
that Dr. Thackeray, one of his masters, used to say, that he was 



a Gomp. Pr. xlt 
23, xiii. 16, XT. 3, 
etc. 

"What a dis. 
covery is the dis- 
covery of a fool's 
heart I It is a 
discovery of ig- 
no ranee, car- 
nality, selfish- 
ness, and vanity." 
— Z> a V. Thomas. 
D.D. 

h Pr. xi. 2. 

c Br. Thomas. 

"Men have 
entered into a 
desire of learning 
and knowledge 
sometimes upon 
a natural curi- 
osity and inquis' 
itive appetite; 
sometimes to en* 
tertain their 
mind with 
variety and de- 
light; sometimes 
for ornament and 
reputation; and 
sometimes to 
enable them to 
obtain the vic- 
tory of wit and 
contradiction; 
and sometimes 
for lucre and pos- 
session ; but sel- 
dom sincerely to 
give a true ac- 
count of their 
gift of reason for 
the benefit and 
use of man." — 
Lord Bacon. 

d Excelsior, 

« A. If I do this, 
what further can 
I do ? B. Why, 
mOTe than ever. 
Every task thou 
dost, brings 
strength and 
capability to act. 
He who doth 
climb the diffi- 
cult mountain's 
top will the next 
day outstrip an 
idler man. Dip 
thy young brain 
in wise men's 
deep discourse.— 
in books; which 
though they 
breeze thy wit 
awhile, will knit 
thee, i' the end, 
with wisdom,"— « 
CoimrcalU 
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CGta9- zviiL 4,5: 



«<XdiicftUoo, ta- 
deed, has ande 
the f ondneflB far 
flne thiogs aezt 
to Bfttozsl: ttkb 
eorals and bdls 
teaoh inf antB en 
the breast to be 
delighted with 
sound and glit- 
ter.*'— IT. Jtrooke. 

e R.T.8. 



rtPr. 
Tii.S4. 



5; £oc. 



5** Wise speech is 
liJce an exhaust- 
less stream of 
benefit.** — /ktM- 
seL 

'^Tbeoontnst ef 
the «. may, baw- 
ever, be het. the 
deep waters of a 
tank, and the 
fresh, el««r 
waters of a 
spring. **-^/^^ 
Com, 

e De. L 1^ 17; 
Le. six. 1ft. 

ditr. STkomu, 

V, 4. Hr. Watts, 
iLlSS. 

e R. T.& 

" But when de- 
serted by nn- 
grateful friends, 
delightful studies 
make some small 
amends ; at least, 
the mind from 
troubles disen- 
gage, and smooth 
the harsh severi* 
ties of age; enridi 
our sonls for 
greater joys 
above, where aH 
is gloiy, eofltaBj, 
and lore.*'— ^eM. 

"Aflneoraroie 
tree may as well 
flourish when 
there is a secret 
worm lurking 
and gnawing at 
file root of them, 
SB the peace of 
those societies 
thrive that bave 



a boy of oo aotive a mind, tihatif he were left naicedaiid friendless 
on Salisbazy Fla^ he would, aeyerlheless, find the road to fame 
and riches. At this time he was fiwqnently in the habit of 
denoting whole nights to study, when he would generally tab 
coffee or tea to keep off sleep. Even then, merely to divert l»s 
leisnie, he oommenoed the study of the law ; and it is reitted, 
thttb he would often amuse and surprise his motherjs legal ac- 
quaintanoes by putting cases to them from an abridgment of 
Coke's IfutUuteSj which he had read and mastered. The eztca- 
ordinazy eminence to which he attained, in learning and 
excellence, has be^i well shovm in the memoir of his life, written 
byihe late Loid Teignmouth' 

4, 6. (4) deep waters, difficult to fathom and ediaBSt' 
A description true only of the words of discreet and wise men. 
flowing brook, one that never dries up, but oontiniially ponn 
down its refreshing streams.^ The vrise man's speech is clean 
and fresh, deansing and refreshing. (5) aooept the person, 
to take sides with him ; show unjust &Your to him. to OTer- 
throw, repeat the words it is not goad before this second claiise. 
To disregaid their plea, and favour the vricked.' 

Thi'ee had things (v. 5). — ^I. Voluntary connection wifli widbed 
men is bad — 1. Ibitrimonially ; 2. Mercantilely ; 3. Politically ; 
4. Ecclesiastically. II. The overthrow of good men. 1. Some- 
times in social life ; 2. Sometimes in judicial courts. III. Hie 
overthrow of good men by the employment of the wicked. Leam: 
— ^1. Shun the wicked ; 2. Adhere to the righteous.' 

Disputes. — ^A gentleman who was in company with Mr. 
Newton lamented the violent disputes that often take plac& 
among Christians respecting ihe non-essentials of Christumity, 
and particularly Church government. ^ Many,*^ he said, ** seem 
to give their chief attention to such topics, and take more 
pleasure in talking on these disputable points, than on spiritual 
religion, the love of Christ, and the privileges of His jieople." 
" Sir," said the venerable old man, " did you ever see a wha^ 
ship ? I am told that when the fish is struck with the harpoon, 
and feels the smart of the wound, it sometimes makes for the 
boat, and would probably dash it to pieces. To prevent Ihis, 
they throw a cask overboard ; and when it is staved to pieces 
they throw over another. Now, sir," added Mr. Newton, ** Church 
government is the tub which Satan thrbvrs out to the people of 
whom you qpeak.*'* — Classical composition and English prose.— 
Indeed, the study of Grreek and Latin composition has dis- 
tinctly injured our own English language, and done mischief to 
some of our great writers. Milton himself did not escape the 
taint. ... It had its share in producing the feeble voice of the 
Elizabethan euphuism, with its falsetto tones and vaporous 
inanities. ... It was especially to the patronage of Latin veise 
that we owe the "poetic phraseology" — ^that is, the gaud^ and 
artificial inaccuracy— of such passages as Diyden's onoe-f^ons, 
now justly-ridiouled, description of night. To this, more than to 
any other cause, no less an authority than Wordsworth attributed 
the monotonous conventionality of the school inaugurated by 
P<^. To it we owe the meaningless oxnamentation which epoHs 
the poetry of Gray, and which produced such lines 



" And reddening Fhoebus lifts his golden fives ; ** 
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a line which has in it a fine flavonr of compulsory Latin Terse- 
writing^. . . . Among our best and finest writers are those who 
have drunk simply and solely at "the pure well of English 
undefiled." Is it conceivable that Shakespeare or Bums would 
have written as they have written, if they had been drilled for 
years in Latin verse U 

6, 7. (6) into contention,* are ever ready to join in dis- 
putes and quarrellings. The fool is easily offended^ for 
strokes, or stripes. He says such things as deserve to be 
punished with strokes. (7) destrnction. brings on him de- 
stmction. snare, bringing in the figure of the huntsman." 

The fooVs tonffve (rr. 6, 7). — I. Its characteristics. 1. Haste • 
" enters into contention ; " 2. Ignorant • " calleth," etc. II. Its 
fruit : destruction. Destroys any reputation for wisdom he may 
accidentally gain : exposes his character for profanity, etc. 

Suffering death while feigning it. — One day, as Archbishop 
Leighton was going from Glasgow to Domblane, there happened 
a tremendous storm of lightning and thunder. He was observed, 
when at a considerable distance, by two men of bad character. 
They had not courage to rob him ; but wishing to fall on some 
method to extort money from him, one said, ** I will lie down by 
the wayside as if I were dead, and you shall inform the arch- 
bishop that I was killed by the lightning, and beg money of him 
to buy me." When the archbishop arrived at the spot, the 
wicked wretch told i^e fabricated story : the archbishop e^ympa- 
thlsed with the survivor, gave him money, and proceeded on his 
journey. But when the man ret«med to his companion, he 
found him really lifeless ! Immediately he began to exclaim 
aloud, **Oh, sir, he is dead ! Oh, sir, he is dead I" On this, the 
ardibiibop, discovering the fraud, left the man with this im- 
portant rdOection : " It is a dangerous thing to trifle wil2i the 
judgments of God" I 

8, 9. (8) talebearer, or whisperer, ch. xvL 28 : bacUtnter. 
wounds, this is better rendered, " dainties," *' pleasant words," 
only too readily welcomed, and, once admitted, gaanixig a oentxil 
setUed place.^ innermost parts, lit, diambeiB : reoesses ei 
man's nature ; there to be stored up for misduevous use. (9) 
slothfdl, and so fails to get. brother, or one in effect, just 
like, wsister,^ who uselessly squanders wliat he does ^. 
" Wastefulness implies a lack of that sense of individual respon- 
sibility apart from whicb thece is no virtue."^ 

Talebearer amd talehearer. — As there is a parity of guilt 
between the thief and the veoeiver, so tiiece seems to be the like 
between the teller and the hearer of a aalioio«s report ; and 
that upon vecy great reason. For who would knock wheare he 
despaired of entrance ? or what husbandman would cast his seed 
but into an ox)en and a prepared furrow ? 8o it is most certain 
that ill tongues would be idle if ill ears were not open. And 
therefore it was an apposite saying of one of the anoients that 
both the teller and the hMrer of fia^ stories ought to be equally 
hanged, but one by the tongue, the other by the ears ; and were 
every one at them so served, I suppose mobody would be so fond of 
those many mischiefs brought by sudki persons upon the peace of 
the world as to be oono»ii«l to cut them down, nnless, perhaps, 
by catting: off the f orementioned parts by which they hung.^f — 



each ooDoealed 
plagues wrapped 
up in their hearts 
and bowels."— 
Dtn South. 

fDr.Farrar, 



aikmp. Tx. xiz. 
89. 

h **1 consider 
yoar very testy 
and quarrelsome 
people 1 u the 
same light I do a 
loaded gun, wh. 
may by accident 
go off and Idll 
me," — Shenstone. 
e "When a fool, 
by his foolish 
speaking, has run 
himself into a 
premnnire, and 
thinks to bring 
himself off by 
justifying or ex- 
cusing what he 
has nid, his de- 
fence ptavea his 
offence, and his 
lips are still the 
snare of his soul, 
entangling him 
yet more and 
more .** — Hatt. 
Henry. 

dCheever. 



a "Sol. is here 
describing the 
greedy avidity 
with which some 
men gulp down 
slander and ca- 
lumny, as if they 
were dainty and 
delidotts viands; 
and the care with 
wh. they retain 
them, and lay 
them up as in a 
chamber or store- 
room, «8 if they 
were something 
wholesome and 
preoiona, al- 
though they 
oome from the 
mouth of one 
whom they know 
tobeatalebearOT 
and backbiter." 
— Wordsworth, 
h Lit. master qf 
wastinffy i^e, a 
great prodigaL 
cDav, Thomat, 
D.D. 
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d Dr. South. 

"The basybodj 
Ib a treacherotLB 
sapplanter and 
undermlncr of 
the peace of all 
families and bo* 
cieties; this 
being a maxim 
of an uuftdliug 
truth, that no- 
body ever prys 
into another 
man's concerns 
but with a de- 
sign to do or to 
be able to do him 
a mischief." — Dr. 
HoiUh. 

e Euripides. 



a ''The name| 
always d e s i g - ' 
nates God Ilim- ; 
self, as man. 
knows Him, as \ 
he receives Him j 
to his knowledge \ 
and faith, and! 
beurs Him in hia 
heart."— /iiicf/- 

Mhi. \ 

I 

>Mat.vii.2i— 27. i 
c Dr. Witfterspoon. | 



r. 10. 
li. 173. 



J. Gratify 



** Dangerous con- 
ceits are in tlieir 
nature poisons, 
which at the 
first are scarce 
found to distaste, 
but ^ith a Uttle 
act upon the 
blood, burn like 
the mines of 
sulphur. "--/Sftoi'e- 
speare. 

I 
d C. Simeon^ M.A. j 

" Men of wealth ' 
are called towers. | 
Thus when such 
a person dies, it ' 
is said, 'Thel 
pellata - koburaniy ' 
i.e. strong tower, i 
has fallen.' *ll 
nm going to my 
koburam^' says' 
the man' 
who is going to 
his powerful 
friend." -/2o&*r/*. 

t Spencer. 



Female btt^bodles. — 

Bat never more than once 
Let me repeat it, never let the wise 
Give females license to frequent his house, 
And hold free converse with his wife ; for these 
To ill are shrewd instructors : through the hope 
Of sordid lucre one corrupts his wife ; 
One, who hath fallen from virtue, like herself 
Wishes to make her vile ; and many urge, 
Through wanton f rowardness, their pleas to ill : 
Hence the pure fountain of domestic bliss 
The hnsband finds polluted : these .against 
Let him gnard well his gates with locks and bolts : 
For nothing good these female visitants 
Work by their converse, but abundant ill.' 

10, 11. (10) name, put for the Div. essence and attribates. 
The name Jehovah is the covenant name wh. pledges Grod's love 
and care." strong tower, cowp. Ps. xviii. 2, xxvii. 1, cxliv.2. 
safe, or set aloft ; up above danger. (11) wealth, here put in 
contnist with the name of Ood. own conceit, or imagina- 
tion. Wealth is no real defence. It is veiy apt to fail us in the 
evil day. Trust in it is but building our house upon the sand.^ 

The security of those who trust in tlie Lord (r. 10). — I. "WTiatis 
understood byliie name of the Lord? The Lord Himself. I 
He is known by the visible creation ; 2. By His holy Word ; 3. 
By His providence. II. What is implied in "the right/eons 
runneth into it, as a strong tower"? 1. Exercise of faith; 2. 
Fervent prayer ; 3. Diligence in duty. III. The p^ect security 
of the righteous. 1. Wherein the safety consists — special proTi' 
denoe, support in trial, victory over suffering ; 2. The absolute 
certainty of this safety — the Divine perfections, God's faithful 
promises, the experience of gaints.'^^ — The name of the Lord a 
strong tower (r. 10). — To elucidate this passage, we will en- 
deavour to unfold — I, The character of God — 1. As described 
by Himself ; 2. As revealed to us in Jesus Christ. II. Let us 
contemplate the interest we have in it. 1. He is a place of 
defence ; 2. The righteous only run into it ; 3. Such are safe. 
Apply :-— (1) Study much the character of God ; (2) Maintain 
constant and intimate communion with Him ; 3. Assure your- 
selves of the safety which you are privileged to enjoy.'' 

T/ie danger of conceit. — The vainglorious man looks upon him- 
self through a false glass, which makes everything seem fairer 
and greater than it is ; and this flatuous humour filleth the 
empty bladdei^ of his vast thoughts with so much wind of pride 
that he presumes that Fortune, who hath once been his good 
mistress, should ever be his handmaid. But let him know that 
the wings of self-conceit, wherewith he towereth so high, aie 
but pat(3ied and pieced up of borrowed feathers, and that, too. 
in the soft wax of uncertain hope, which, in the encounter of 
very small heat of danger, will melt, and fail him at his greatest 
need : for Fortune deals with him as the eagle with the tortoise 
— she carries him the higher, that she may break him the easier. 
It would, therefore, be good advice, that in the midst of his 
prosperity, he should think of the world's instability, and that 
Fortune is constant in nothing but inconstancy .« — Naturalness ot 
conceit* — Little localised powers, and little narrow streaks of 
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specialised knowledge, are things men are very apt to be conceited 
about. Nature is very wise ; but for this encouraging principle 
how many small talents and little accomplishments would be 
neglected. Talk about conceit as much as you like, it is to the 
human character what salt is to the ocean, it keeps it sweet and 
renders it endurable. Say, rather, it is like the natural unguent 
of the sea-fowl's plumage, which enables him to shed the rain 
which falls on him, and the wave in which he dips. When one 
has had all his conceit taken out of him, when he has lost all his 
illusions, his feathers soon soak through, and he will fly no more. 
I say that conceit is just as natural a thing to human minds as a 
centre is to a circle. But little-minded people's thoughts move 
in such small circles, that five minutes' conyersation g^ves you 
an arc enough to determine their whole curve. An arc in the 
movement of a large intellect does not differ sensibly from a 
straight line./ 

12, 13. (12) before destmotion, etc.^ comp. ch. xvi. 18. 
honour, etc., comp. di. xv. 33. (13) answeretli,* the evil 
indicated here is impetuous flippancy. " Secularly, this is beyond 
a doubt ; judicially, here is a great outrage ; socially, a some- 
thing very impolite; but religiously, a thing altogether a 
'shame.'"* 

Audi alteram partem (v. 13). — I. How this is done. 1. "When 
one only sees that which seems the sign of something and is 
Dot ; 2. "When only a part of the matter is heard ; 3. "When 
what is heard is the utterance of malice, etc. II. "Why is doing 
60 a foUy and shame? 1. It exposes the hastiness of his 
temper ; 2. The sentence he pronounces on insufficient evidence 
has to be reversed, or remains as a proof of his want of justice. 
Honour of humility. — 

The bird that soars on highest wing 

Builds on the g^round her lowly nest ; 
And she that do& most sweetly sing 

Sings in the shade when all things rest ;' 
In lark and nightingale we see 
"What honour hath humility. 

"When Mary chose the " better part," 

She meekly sat at Jesus' feet ; 
And Lydia's gently opened heart 

"Was made for God's own temple meet ; 
Fairest and best adorned is she 
"Whose clothing is humility. 

The saint that wears heaven's brightest crown 

In deepest adoration bends ; 
The weight of glory bows him down 

The most when most his soul ascends ; 
Nearest the throne itself must be 
The footstool of humility.* 

14, 15. (14) spirit, the highest faculty in man ; but used 
lere mnch in the way that we use " man's spirits." The word as 
ised in \h.e first clause of the verse is masculine ; as used in the 
lecond clause it is feminine, as if to intimate that it had lost 
ts manly strength.'* sustain, etc., or supports his sickness.^ 
15) heart . . ear, these are connected. The ear is the external 
^ent in £faining knowledge, the heart, or mind, works within, 



/Dr. Holmes. 



a "Cultivate self- 
control, free the 
mind from all 
prepossessions, 
shake off all 
mental sloth, ' be 
not wise in your 
own conceits,' 
and then you will 
listen fully to a 
matter before 
you will make an 
answer." — Da v. 
JTiomat, D.D. 

" Those who take 
a pride in being 
qidck commonly 
fell under the just 
reproach of being 
impertinent." — 
Mat. Heniy. 

Job xxxii. 4, 10, 
11. 

b MUler. 

r. 12. R. Oreen- 
ftam, 268 ; B. Bed- 
dome, 6; J. G, 
JOoufling, 375. 

"It Is hard starv- 
ing this sin; 
there is nothing 
but it can live on; 
nothing so base 
that' a proud 
heart will not be 
lifted up with, 
and nothing so 
sacred but it will 
profane, even 
dare to drink in 
the bowls of the 
sanctuary ; nay, 
rather than 
starve, it will 
feed on the car- 
cases of other 
aira."—OumaU. 

c J. Montgomery. 



a 0. Zdckler. 

b "The spirit, 
which sustains, 
being wounded, 
u o support i s 
left, except, as 
implied, in God." 
-^Fatutet, 
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fOap. zvin. 16b 



"This Prov. 
shows the need 
of the grace of 
God for the cou- 
tinual strength- 
ening and lifting 
up of the spirit 
of man, and is a 
aeqiiel to r. 10." — 
WordtwortK, 

** Wooldst thon 
hare a sound 
body ? Then see 
to it that thon 
hast a joyful 
heart, and a good 
oouimge; a heart 
which is assured 
of the grace of 
God, and well 
content with His 
Fatherly ordain- 
ing."— JfeZftier, 

"No poniards aaft 
80 mortal as the 
wounds of con- 
science."- /7atW. 

c Pr. i. 5 ; PhL i. 
9. 

d Dr. Tkotnat. 

V. 14. Bp. Aher- 
fr«fA9,lU; Dr.R. 
Harries, 39; Dr. 
a Olbbes, 111; 
Abp. Dawes J ii. 1 ; 
Dr, R. South, ix. 
1; R. Fiddes, i. 
369;2>r.«/:7V«^, 
iL 187; Dr. W. 
Sherlock, i 144; 
J)r. D. Waterland, 
ix. 160; Dr. S. 
Oirr,iii.S37; Dr. 
H. Blair, v. 66; 
Dr.A.Bees,i.im. 

t WhUeBfOis, 



rt "The gift 
}; o e t h Hke a 
lacquey before 
him, snA ushers 
him into the 
great man's pre- 
sence, and pre- 
pares a seat for 
him on the divan 
at the great 
man's side." — 
Wordsteorth. 
•*Referring to 
Jacob's offering 
for the appeasing 
ofEsaOfitissaid, 
'Jacob did not 
xniscalculate tihe 



as ever 



stadying the flMtenal «tored. Both 
earnest^ active.* 

The ftnheeraMe wmtnd (r. 14). — ^Physioal sufferii^ aie en- 
dniable, ao are meiFely mental sufferings ; but this mtbeacable 
wcmiid is moral ; the woaxid of remorse, 0(»apaBCtion, etc., the 
wonnd that Cain and Judas felt. Why? I. Becanse it dis- 
qualifies tiie mind from availing itself of any of the otrdinaiy 
means of support. 1. As a consoienttousness of zectjtude : 2. 
An unshaken confidence in God ; 3. An assuranoe of tte un- 
avoidablenese of suffering' ; 4. Hope in a brighter future ; 5. 
The expresstons of friendly sympathy. II. Because it xmpds 
the mind to use its chief faculties to enhance its agony. It 
directs thought, memory, and oonsdenoe to— 1, Tbe crimes of 
the past; 2. The leliributive judgment of the future.^— A 
wounded gpirit (r. 14). — ^I. Consider the oa49e of a wounded spirit 
A spirit may be deeply wounded by — 1. Nervous diflotdeia; 2. 
By great and long-continued afflictions ; 3. By guilt upon the 
conscience ; 4. By violent temptations ; 5. By spiritual deser- 
tion. II. Administer some balm for its selief. 1. Tbere is no 
affliction which is not sent by God for our good ; 2. Our afSic- 
tions, of whatever kind they be, will endure but a little while; 
8. In Christ there is a balm for every wound. 

A wounded spirit. — " I was lately called," says one, " to visit a 
sick person. On entering the room, I found him very weak in 
body and troubled in mind. Seeing the Bible lying upon a table 
near the chair upon which he sat, I said, ' Tou have a blessed 
book here.' * Yes/ he replied ; * but the sight of it is like a 
dagger to my heart.' *■ Cannot you read it ?' ^ O yes, yes I I have 
rei^ it again and again ; but I have not properly regazded it» 
nor minded what I read in it; it condemns my conduct— it 
troubles my mind, and now — what must become of my soul?* 
I could not attempt; nor did I wish, to justify suck neglect ; I 
therefore spoke in a plain manner against such a oourse, and a& 
the same time pointed out Jesus as the only possible means of 
escape and way by which pardon and peace could be obtained. 
The advice seemed to increase his sorrow and anguish. I closed 
the affecting visit with prayer, and left the room, deeply im- 
pressed with the words of the wise man, ' The spirit of a man 
will sustain his infirmity, but a wounded spirit who can bear?* 
Not many days after, I committed the moital pttrt to the earth 
from whence it was taken, and the soul has been summoned to 
the bar of that God who gave it."* 

16. gift, or bribe, maketh room, acts like the " friend at 
court," to introduce him to high places.^ There are two kinds of 
gifts, the gift of selfishness, and ^tte gii% of kindness. £^eat 
men, " conventional magnates, but moral serfis."* 

The price ofadvmsion (v. 16). — ^I. What is here referred to as 
an object of desire ? The presence of great men : toadyism. 
The miserable jealousies of such. II. The means to the end : 
bribes. 1. The gift of money to the underling : 2. Of flafcteiy to 
the great one whose presenoe is coveted. III. The gift of know* 
ledge, etc., will intioduce us to the only great men whoee ac- 
quaintance is w<»tii having. Note — 1. The ways by which 
some men will crawl into favour ; 2. How much great men, who 
think they are the rulers of the world, are unter tiie inflaenoeef 
uoderUngs. 



Cap. xvili. 17 J 



PROVERBS. 



171 



Tlie cmirt famurite, — ^Wii«n I see a gallant flhip, well rigged, 
trimmed, tackled, manned, and manitioned, with her top and 
top-gallant and her spread sails proudly swelling with a full 
gale in fair weather, putting out of the haven into the smooth 
main, and drawing the spectators' eyes, with a well-wished 
admiration, and shortly hear of the same ship splitted against 
some dang<^?ous zock, or wiecked by some disastrous tempest, or 
Bonk by some lea^ ^^oiiog in her by some accident, meseemeth 
I see the case o^ some ooart favourite, who to-day, like Sejanus, 
dazdeth all men's eyes with the splendour of his glory, and 
with the poroud and potent beak of his powerful prosperity 
catteth the waves and plongheth through the praise of the 
ynlgar, aad soometh to fear some remora at his keel below, or 
any cross-winds from above ; and yet to-morrow, on some storms 
of unezpeetod disfavour, springs a leak in his honour, and sinks 
on the Qyrtos of dii^raoe, or, dashed against the rocks of dis- 
pleasure, is splitted and wredced in the Chaiybdis of infamy, 
ai^ BO concludes his voyage in misery and misfortune. I 
will not therefore adventure with the greedy shepherd to 
change my sheep into a ship of adventure, on the sight of 
a cahn eea. I will study to deserve my prince's favour. I 
will not desire to be a prince's favourite. If I fall whence I 
am, I can raise myself ; but to be cast down thence, were to 
be crashed with a deq>erate downfall. I prefer a mediocrily, 
though obscure, yet safe, before a greater eminency with a far 
greater dang^/ 

17. firi^ or has the first telling of his tale, own cause, 
l»oaght befcoe the judge. A matter of dispute or controversy, 
just, he makes out a plausible case, and seems to have the right 
of it, until his statements are tested and compared. One-sided 
statconente are rarely reliable, neighbour, the other party 
oonoemed in the matter, searcheth him, by giving his very 
diffoient r^sresentation of the case, wh. demands a new ex- 
amination ef the matter at issue, and enables the first man to be 
CToss-ezaauiied.* 

Social difputeg (v. 17).— I. Their settlement requires the hear- 
ing b<riii di^mtants. A fact may be dealt with falsely. 1. By 
denial ; 2. By omission ; a. By addition. II. A mutual agree- 
ment to abide by a certain test to terminate the dispute. III. 
The bititemesB of disputes often aggravated by blood-relation- 
ships. 1. Oreat love has been wounded ; 2. Great services have 
be^ ill-feqaited ; 8. Great hopes are frustrated ; 4. Great reluc- 
tance oa t£e offender's side to acknowledge the fault and seek 
xeoonciliation.^ 

A timely werd, — ^The Rev. John Owen, a pious apd devoted 
servant of the Lord, having, on a particular occasion, endea- 
voured in vain to accommodate a matter in dispute between 
two friends, for both of whom he felt much respect, evinced 
the amiabl^iess of his disposition by retiring and writing, im- 
IRompto, the following lines, which he tranfonitted to the dis- 
patants: — 

How Tare that toil a prosperous issoe finds, 
'Which seeks to reconcile divided friends ! 
A thousand scruples rise at passion's touch. 
This yields too little, and that asks too much. 



influence of his 
princely offer- 
ings,' and I verily 
believe there is 
not an ameer or 
sheikh in all 
Oilead, at this 
day, who would 
not be appealed, 
by such pre- 
sents." -Thcrmon. 

David, when he 
beard of Saul's 
death, took of the 
spoils of the Ama- 
lekites, and sent 
presents to all 
the towns and 
villages where he 
used formerly to 
resort ; acting on 
the principle of 
the text. 
Pr. xviL 8. 
b Dav. Thomas, 
D.D. 

** Corruption, 
wins uo)t n>or» 
than honesty."— 

c Waiteict, 

a *'One tale is 
good till another 
is told. This ap- 
pears true in pri- 
vate conversa- 
tion, in lawsuit!^ 
before judges, 
and ia theolo- 
gical controver- 
sies, and sug* 
gests the imped- 
ance of hearing 
both sides.*'— 
NioboU*. 

"We must re- 
member that we 
have two ears, to 
hear both sides 
before we give 
judgment.**— 
Matt. Henrif. 

h Dr. Thama*. 

"Haste is baxdljr 
less evil than 
CO rruption. 
^ Audi alteram 
partem ' Eboold 
be the rule of 
every judge.*' — 
Spk. Com. 

Comp. 1 So. XV. 1& 
and 26 ; 2 Sa. xvi. 
1— 3andxix.26. 

" 'Tis a task in- 
deed to learn to 
hear ; in that the 
skill of oonverss- 
tion lies, tliat 
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shows or makes 
you both polite 
and wis e." — 
young. 

a 0. ZUckUr. 

b The closer the 
relationship In 
cases of dispute, 
the wider the 
breach, and the 
more difficult the 
reconciliation. 

" Free and fair 
discussion will 
ever be found the 
firmest friend to 
truth." — Giorgt 
Campbell. 

"Whoever is 
afraid of submit- 
ting any ques- 
tion, civil or re- 
ligrious, to the 
test of free dis- 
cussion, is more 
in love with his 
own opinion than 
with truth."— 
Bishop Watson. 

"It is said that 
when the cranes 
^I out among 
themselves, the 
fight is so fierce 
that they beat 
down one an- 
other, and so are 
taken as they 
fight."— Spencer. 

«In all differ- 
ences consider 
that both you 
and your enemy 
are dropping off, 
and that ere long 
your very me- 
mories will be 
extinguished."— 
Aurel. 



"How sour sweet 
musio is, when 
time is broke, 
and no propor- 
tion kept." — 
Shakespeare. 

"The failings of 
good men are 
commonly more 
published in the 
world than their 
good deeds; and 



Each wishes each with other eyes to see, 
And many efforts can't make two agree : 
What mediation then the Saviour showed, 
Who singly reconciled us all to God ! 

18, 10. (18) lot, ch. zvi. 33. This was regarded as an ap)ieal 
to the direct decision of Grod ; and this ought at once to settle 
any vexed question, parteth . . mighty, *' keeps from hostile 
collision those who in reliance on their physical strength are 
specially inclined to quarrel.^* Arbitration takes now the 
position of the old lot. (19) brotlier, quarrels between 
relatives are proverbiallv bitter. Here an alienated or litigions 
brother, bars . . castle, hard to thrust back or to burst.* 

Fraternal strife (v. 19). — I. It ought never to be necessaiy to 
win a brother. II. Should differences sever brothers, they ought 
to be easily overcome. III. How does the difficulty arise ? 1. 
The previous love ; 2. Too strictly insisting upon personal rights 
— ^the elder presuming, the younger envious. 

Decision by lot. — In nearly all cases where reason cannot 
decide, or where the right of several claimants to one article has 
to be settled, recourse is had to the lot, which " causeth oonten* 
tions to cease." Though an Englishman might not relish such a 
mode of having a wife assigned to him, yet many a one in the 
East has no other guide than this in that important acqaisition. 
Perhaps a young man is either so accomplished, so respectable, 
or so rich, that many fathers aspire to the honour of calling him 
" son-in-law." Their daughters are said to be beautiful, wealthy, 
and of a good family : what is he to do ? The name of each 
young lady is written on a separate piece of olah^ and then all 
are mixed together. The youth and his friends then go to the 
front of the temple ; and being seated, a person who is x^assing 
by at the time is called, and requested to take one of the pieces 
of olahy on which a lady's name is inscribed, and place it near 
the anxious candidate. This being done, it is opened ; and she 
whose name is written there becomes his wife. Are two men 
inclined to marry two sisters, a dispute often arises as to whom 
the youngest shall be g^ven. To cause the "contentions to 
cease," tihey again have recourse to the lot. The names of the 
sisters and of the disputants are written on separate pieces of 
olah, and taken to a sacred place ; those of the men being put 
on one side and the females on the other. A person then who 
is unacquainted with the matter takes a piece of olah from each 
side, and the couple whose names are thus joined together 
become man and wife. But sometimes a wealthy father cannot 
decide betwixt two young men who are candidates for the hand 
of his daughter. What can he do ? He must settle his doubtt 
by lot. Not long ago the son of a medical man and another 
youth applied for the daughter of Sedambara-Suppiyan, the rich 
merchant. The old gentleman caused two " holy writings ** to 
be drawn up ; the names of the lovers were inscribed thereon • 
the son of Eandan, the doctor, was drawn forth, and the young 
lady became his wife. Three Brahmins, also, who were brothers, 
each ardently desired the hand of one female ; and, after manr 
disputes, it was settled by lot, which " causeth contentions to 
cease ;" and the youngest of the three gained the prize. But 
medical men are also sometimes selected in the same way. One 
person tells the afflicted individual that such a doctor has far 
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more skill than the rest. Another says, '* He I "what is he but a 
cow-doctor ? How many has he killed I Send for such a person, 
ie will soon cure you." A third gives his counsel : " I know the 
man for you ; he had his knowledge from the gods ; send for 
him." The poor patient at last requests, *' Select me one by lot ; 
and as is the name, so is the doctor." But another thing has to 
be settled. The medical gentleman intimates that there are two 
kinds of medicine which appear to him to be equally good ; and 
therefore the lot is again to decide which is best. Thus again 
'• the lot causeth contentions to cease." « 

20, 21. (20) man's belly, etc., ch. xii. 14, xiii. 2. Belly is 
nsed to represent the "inward man." "The words may be 
rendered,— a man's moral self shall be satisfied."* fruit of his 
moiith, words which flow from it : but to this end his speech 
should be conscientiously truthful, and intentionally useful. 
(21) death . . tongue, see Jas. iii. 5.^ The tongue may be an 
agent in the greatest good or the greatest evil, love it, i.e. love 
free talking, but the proper use of the tongue may be included. 
''Cherish, cultivate, and carefully develop" a power that has 
such importance attaching to it. 

T/ie tongve {v. 21). — I. Look at the tongue as an instrument of 
the mind. 1. As the communicator of thought ; 2. As a link of 
fellowship ; 3. As the great agent in active life. II. Ijook at 
i3ie tongue ajs influenced by will. 1. The flattering ; 2. The 
lying ; 3. The impure ; 4. The malignant ; 5. The proud ; 6. 
The profane ; 7. lie cursing ; 8. The blaspheming tongue. III. 
Look at the renewed and the sanctified tongue. 1. It is wise ; 2. 
Wholesome ; 3. Truthful ; 4. Restrained ; 5. Benevolent ; 6. 
Devotional ; 7. Praising tongue. Learn — (1) The tongue is 
^e most difficult of management ; (2) The most important ; (3) 
The tongue of the sainted soul will glorify Him for ever.* — The 
power of the tongue (v. 21). — ^Look at the proverb in three appli- 
cations. I. To the Christian in general. 1. He prays ; 2. Con- 
fesses; 3. Converses with the tongue. II. To the preacher of 
the Gospel. 1. The tongue of a true Grospel minister pro- 
inces life intentionally ; 2. Or death incidentally. III. To the 
Saviour of men. This is true of Him as a — 1. Teacher; 2. 
idvocate ; 3. Judge. Learn — ^The awful responsibility attached 
gpeech.' 

A word in season. — The views of the Bev. Martin Boos, a late 
^'atholic clergyman in Austria, though afterwards decidedly 
vangelical, were at the commencement of his ministry erro- 
leous. About the year 1788 he went to visit a woman dis- 
inguished by her humility and piety, who was dangerously ill. 
n endeavouring to prepare her for death, he said to her, "I 
oubt not but you will die calm and happy." "Wherefore?" 
sked the sick woman. " Because your life has all been made up 
f a series of good works." The sick woman sighed : " If I die," 
lid she, " confiding in the good works which you call to my re- 
Jllection, I know for certain that I shall be condemned ; but 
hat renders me calm at tJiis solemn hour is, that I trust solely 
L Jesus Christ my Saviour." "These few words." said Boos, 
from the mouth of a dying woman, who was reputed a saint, 
>ened my eyes for the first time. I learned what that was — ' 
Jhrist for us.' Like Abraham, I saw His day. From that time 
innoonced to others the Saviour of sinners whom I had myself 



one fault of a 
well - deserving" 
man shall meet 
with more re- 
proaches than ^1 
his virtues praise, 
— such is the 
force of ill-will 
and ill-nature." 



e Roberts. 



a Diiv. 
D.D. 



Thomas, 



"The general 
sense is plain ; 
a man must for 
good or evil take 
the consequences 
of his words as 
well as of hla 
deeds."— iS^it. 
Com. 

b Many have 
fallen by the 
edge of the 
sword, but not so- 
many as have 
fallen by the 
tongue. 

"Let us guard 
this little mem- 
ber—the tongue 
—more than the 
pupil of the eye, 
and the more 
cautious we 
should be bee we 
are of unclean 
lips."— 5r. Chry- 
sostom. 

Matt. xii. 36, 37. 

cDr. Bums. 

d J. Sibree. 

V. 21. J. G. DoW' 
ling, 255. 

Young girla 
who have more 
vivacity than un- 
derstanding will 
often make a 
sprightly figure 
iu conversation. 
But this agree- 
able talent for 
entertaining 
others is fre- 
quently danger- 
ous to them- 
selves, nor is it 
by any means to 
be desired or en- 
courage very 
early in life 
Conversation 
should be the re- 
sult of education. 
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not the p r ccor aor 
of it. It is a 
golden frait» 
▼hen snffered to 
grow gradually 
on the tree ot 
knowledge; bat 
if precipitated by 
f oroed and nnaa- 
tnral means, it 
will in the end 
become vapid in 
proportion as it 
iaartilldaL 

€ Whileerou, 



a ** A. good wifb 
is heaven's last^ 
best gift to a 
man; his angel 
«C mercy; mtei- 
«feerof graces &a- 
muneraUe ; his 
gem of many TXT* 
tnes; his caAet 
■of jewelai Her 
voice his sweetest 
music; her smiles 
his brightest day; 
her kias the guar- 
dian of inno- 
<»nce; her arms 
the pate of his 
safety, the balm 
•of his health, the 
balsam of Us 
life ; her industry 
his sorest weidth^ 
lier economy 
his safest 
steward; her 
lips his faithful 
counsellors ; her 
bosom the softest 
p-illow of his 
-cares ; and her 
prayers the 
ablest advocates 
of heaven's 
blessing on his 
liead. " — Jeremy 
Taylor, 

b Qe. a 18, 20. 

f.22. T,CkUat«r, 
ii.U7. 



found, and there are many of them who rejoice in 
with me."« 



along 



is a paradox. 



c The 



Gmvertation rtmHlatef Hkongkt. — 

Good sense will stagnate. Thoughts shnt up want air. 
And spoili like bales unopened to the son — 
nonght, too, deliTered is the mcve possessed ; 
Teaching we learn, and giving we retain 
The births of intellect ; when dumb, f oiget. 
Speech Tentilates our intellectnal fiz« ; 
Speech burnishes oar mental magazine : 
Brightens for ornament, and whets for use. 
What numbers, sheathed in erudition, lie 
Flnnged to the hilts in yenerable tomesy 
And msted in ; who might have borne an edge. 
And i^yed a sprightly beam, if Ik»b to q9eec& ; 
If bom blest heirs of half their mother's tongoA I / 

22. findeth a wife, plainly, one who is really a wife ; ie. 
a good wife f a partner and head of the household, such as she 
should be, a wife who really stands by her husbaod^s side as a 
'^help naeet for him."* favour . . Lord, who surely presides 
oyer sock a blessing. To obtain a good wife is a sign that God 
delights in a man to do hun go^ Such a matter should he 
doYOutly taken to God in prayer for wise guidance. 

Treaamre'trote (r. 22). — I. Many bad things are fonnd without 
much seeking. II. BeaUy good thmgs must l^ carefully sought for 
if they would be found. III. This apjdies espedally to a wife, if. 
a good wife-. 1. Because all good things are counterf^tad ; 2. 
Because the goodness leads to retirement ; 3. Because there mi^ 
bo other seekers, with sharper eyes and more peraetveranoe ; 4. 
But the find repays for the searching. 

CowKteaa C^nfalonieri. — I cannot refrain, say^ Sir 'Williaai 
Jones, from giving one beautiful illustration of devoted duty 
and affection, in the instance of the Countess Conf alcmieri. The 
moment she heard that the count wa« condemned to death, she 
flew to Vienna ; but the courier had already set out with the 
fatal mandate. It was midnight ; but her agonies of mind 
pleaded for instant admis^on. to the empress^ The same pas- 
sionate despair which won the attendants wrought its effect on 
their royal mistress. She hastened that moment to the emperor, 
and having succeeded, returned to the unhappy lady with a com- 
mutation of the sentence : her husband's life was spared. But 
the death-warrant was on its way. Could she overtake the 
qpurier ? Throwing herself into a conveyance, and paying four 
times the amount for relays of horses, she never, it is stated, 
stopped or tasted food till she reached the city of Milan. Th> 
count was preparing to be led to the scaffold : but she was in 
time — she had saved him. During her painful journey she liad 
rested her throbbing brow upon a small pillow, which she batheti 
with her tears, in the conflict of mingled terror and hope, lest 
all mi^t be over. This interesting memorial of conjugal 
tenderness and truth in so- fearful a moment, was sent by hi$ 
judges to the count, to show their sense of his wife*8 admiiahle 
conduct." 

23. intreaties, not vlcdence, wh. his position does 
warrant, roughly^ his wealtii making him maateirfidL* 
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Rimgh. treiUiHsnit o^ the po9r (v. 23). — In answenng tke poor 
the licli shoald cozuud^ — I. That lie liimeelf maj be ozie day 
poor. II. He should think af the ckzottinBtances that made the 
other poor. III. He» should lemember the humiUatioii of the 
poor sappliant. lY. He shoiUd reflect that the rough answer 
helps to croato ola8B-fertijig>. Y. And that a kiiid answer tctmeth 
awaj wrath. 

Kindnett oMd eoufdeium, — A roagh-lookingr moEt broai^ht his 
son into soheo!, siqnng, ** I have brought my boy here, and would 
like to see if you can do anything with him. I confess, he ie 
more than I can manage. Of aU the stubborn boys I know of, 
he is the worst." One day as the teacher was pofisiu^ along by 
the desks, he laid his hand kindly on his shoulder ; bat the boy 
shoddexed, and shrank from him. '' What is the xnatter, Henry ?" 
asked the teacher. " I thought you were gotn^ to strike oie." 
'' Why should I strike you ?" '' Becanee I an such a bod bey." 
"Who 8^ you are a bad boy T ^* Father si^ I am &bad begr, 
and mo&er sajjs so, and e^ery one saya so." " But you ave no^ a 
bad boy ;. ati least I think so ; and you eaa be ae good a boy ae 
any one. Ask God to help you to be good, and you will be sure 
to sacoeed." The poor boy's eyes filled with teacs. Ho was. not 
need to such kind words ; oud when his teacher left him he 
thought, " Can I be a good boy when every one says I'm so bad 1 
fiut he did not say I was bad : he said I could be a good boy. I 
^^ be a good boy." From that time a marked chuige was 
observed in the boy. He took a great deal of interest in his 
studies, and made rapid progress. His schoolfellows soon 
learned to love him. He grew up to be a great and good man, 
and became governor of one of our largest States.* 

24. man, ete.^ the precise meaning of the original is not 
given in our version. A better rendering is, *'A man of 
(many) friends will prove himself base, but there is a Friend 
that sticketh closer than a brother.'' One who is a friend to 
everybody is of little worth to anybody.* there is a friend, 
One whose love is stronger and purer even than all ties of 
kindred.* 

X faithful friend (r. 24). — I. Christ is a friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother. II. The reasons why we may depend on 
Christ as being a faithful friend. 1. True friendship can only 
be between true men, whose hearts are the soul of honour ; 2. 
Faithfulness to us in our faults is a certain sign of fidelity in a 
iiiend; 3. There are some things in His friendship which 
render us sure of not being deceived when we put our confidence 
in Him ; 4. The friendship which will last does not take its rise 
in the chambers of mirth, nor is it fed and fattened there ; 5. A 
Wend who is acquired by folly is never a lasting friend, nor is 
the friendship of ignorance desixable ; 7. Friendship and love to 
be real must lie not in words but in deeds ; 8. A purchased 
friend will never last long ; 9; There cannot by any possibility 
arise any cause which could make Christ love us less. III. An 
inference to be derived firom this. 1. If Christ sticks close, then 
our enemies will stick close also ; 2. Is Christ your friend?' — 
Friendship, — I. There is such a thing as friendship and human 
affection. 1. God has implanted in our nature a social principle ; 
2. There are certain qualifications that give scope to this prin- 
ciple ; 3. There have been some surprising instances of friend- 



poor man, of 
whom one might 
expect rough- 
neas» supplicates ; 
the rich, well- 
nurtmred, from 
whom oue might 
look for courtesy, 
answers harshly 
and roughly." — 
Spk. Com. 

"It is & Tery 

foolish humour of 

I some rich men — 

I especially thoaa 

I who have risen 

i from little— that 

I they think their 

riches- will wai> 

rant them to f^it^ 

hard vwds, auV 

eren whevt they 

do BotdesigBiaair 

rough dtottng, 

thob it becwnea 

them to answer 

rgqgfaly, wh ci ' ooB 

gentlemen mudit 

to be gentle."^ 

Mat. HertTTf. 

; 1 Sa. zxr. 11. 12. 

b ChtiiTs Pajper. 



a "SoIoBioa waniB 
i against a vain- 
j glorious pasaioa 
' of a^iriag to a 
\ universal ac- 
' qualatance» and 
! an empty popur 
: larity, wb. will 
! bring with it ao^ 
i support in 8dver> 
' sity, but wiU ruin 
' a man by pride 
I and rashness, and 
I prodigal expeor 
! diture."— IFoi-dlf. 
I worth, 

I 

" If yon wish to 
gain affection, 
bestow it." — 
Seneca, 

b "The brother 
and the friend 
are, through the 
goodness of God, 
with more or less 
of imperfection, 
often found 
among our fel- 
lows, but they u« 
complete only in 
Him who is the 
fellow of the Al- 
mighty." -^mof. 
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" Wpuld you Bide 
with a false 
brother against a 
true friend ? A 
brother may not 
be a friend ; but 
a friend will 
always be a 
brother." — 
Richardson. 



eC.H.Spurgeon. 



d T. N. Toller. 



V. 24. J. Pierce, 
14\Dr.J.Duchal, 
i 391; Z)r.Tr.Z)od- 
we«, U. 667 ; C. 
Case, 267 ; /. P. 
Morgan, ii. 83 ; 
S. Lavington, ii. 
397; a. J. Zolli- 
koffer, ii. 117 ; /. 
Charlesworthf i. 
193. 



ship among' men. II. The wisdom and goodness of Frovidence 
in thus ordering things. 1. It keeps society together ; 2. lis 
exercise attended with pleasure ; 3. It makes us in a humble 
deg'ree like God ; 4. It is suited to our state in both this world 
and the future. III. This friendship is imperfect. 1. Pecu- 
liarities of natural temper ; 2. Clashing* of interests ; 3. In- 
capacity to help ; 4. Want of religion ; 5. Distance ; 6. Short 
duration. Learn : — (1) Admire the goodness of God ; (2) Culti- 
vate friendship as a duty; (3) Let us not dex>end on human 
friendship.'' 

The best friend. — ^At one of the anniversaries in Paris a clergy- 
man rose and related the case of a Socinian minister, who had 
read many books of controversy respecting the Divinity of Christ, 
and the kindred evangelical doctrines, but stiU remained a 
champion of Socinianism, living himself in darkness and ein. 
While in this frame of mind, he was presented with a little 
tract, entitled. The Best Friefid, which simply told of Jesus ; 
there was not one word of controversy in it ; but he felt that 
this was just the Friend he needed. He laid the tract on the 
table, fell on his knees, and yielded up his heart to Jesus. " And 
now," said the clergyman, ^^ I am that man." He is now one of 
tiie most devoted ministers in France.' 



Friends, — 



e Whitecrou. 



"Our dying 
friends are pio- 
neers to smooth 
our ragged pass 
to death; to 
break those bars 
of terror and ab- 
horrence nature 
throws cross our 
obstructed way; 
and thus to make 
welcome, as safe, 
our port from 
every storm. 
Each friend 
snatch'd from us 
is a plume 
pluck'd from the 
wing of human 
vanity, which 
makes us stoop 
from our aerial 
heights, and, 
damp'd with 
omen of our own 
decease, on droop- 
i n g pinions of 
ambition lower'd, 
just skim earth's 
surface, ere we 
break it up." — 
Young. 



" Rare is true 
love ; true friend- 
ship is still rarer." 
— La FonPiine. 



But as our immortality 

By inward sense we find, 
Judging that if it could not be, 

It would not be designed : 
So here how could such copies fall, 
If there were no original ? 

But if truth be in ancient song', 

Or story we believe .; 
If the inspired and greater throng' 

Have scorned to deceive ; 
There have been hearts whose friendship gave 
Them thoughts at once both soft and grave. 

Among that consecrated crew 

Some more seraphic shade 
Lend me a favourable clue. 

Now mists my eyes invade. 
Why, having fiU'd the world with fame, 
Left you so little of your fiame ? 

Why is't so difficult to see 

Two bodies and one mind ? 
And why are those who else agree 

So difficultly kind ? 
Hath nature such fantastic art, 
That she can vary every heart ? 

Why aje the bands of friendship tied 

With so remiss a knot, 
That by the most it is defied, 

And by the most forgot ? 
Why do we step with so light sense 
From friendship to indifference ? 
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■■■ liuurof dis- 
"I' I'lir action* 
I lu'liind your 

111- n-piitation? 
\ . iiiid behave 
.iliaiiy of jota 

I r niisfortune 
f life in which 
fiileitpiQ your 

lu> stiU think 
(iulaally with- 
, t:ike pleaflure 
assist you to 

■;in-fis shall call 
ivoi-ld, wiU he 
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a not qoBMed 
-lO iiidge. A malt 
o( mo world, 

Iralin^ynot'ot 
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Friends an ten- 
der, and anwai- 
ins to gin pain ; 

ited. utd 
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a Ii. zly. 9. 

V. 8. & Qtt^ney, 
SOS; Dr.J.Ortan, 
i.l90; Dr. O.Ore- 
Iforift 47 ; Dr. If. 
Stair, It. 393; 
Dr. W. Stetetu, U. 
n6;J.Maner,iL 
1»8. 

bArvine, 

** The nibbing 
of the eyes doth 
not fetch out the 
mote, but makes 
tliem more red 
and angry ; no 
more doth ttie 
distraction and 
fretting of the 
mind discharge 
it of any ill 
hnmours, bat 
rather makes 
them more 
abound to rex 
n 8."— .0 iihop 
FmrUik. 



a *'Beo. men's 
oonscienoes teil 
them they ought 
to relieve and 
succour such 
poor neighbours, 
they are willing 
to have the ex- 
cuse that they 
did not see them." 
—Mat. Henry. 

b ""When Aris- 
totle was asked 
what a man could 
gain by telling a 
tEilsehood, he re- 
plied, * Never to 
be credited when 
he speaks the 
truth.'"— Ztoc. 
27iomas, D.D. 

"The study of 
truth is perpe- 
tually joined 
with the love of 
virtue ; for there 
is no virtue 
which derives not 
its original from 
truth, as, on the 
contrary, there is 
no vice which 
has not its be- 
ginning in a lie. 
Truth is the 
foundation oi all 
knowledge, and 
the cement of all 
societies." — 
Canterba. 



3. foolisbness, etc., inconsiderato wilfolnfias. The foolish- 
ness wh. by perversity gets into difficnltiee, and then frets against 
God. perverteth, maketh slippery, so that the way is likely to 
throw the man down, firetteth, or rageth. Blames Grod for hi& 
own failures." 

Blaming the wrong party (r. 3). — ^I. By their folly men often 
pervert their own way through the world; by profligacy, in- 
temperance, etc., they come to want. II. So reduced they often 
accuse Providence, or talk of ill-luck, etc. ILL Men ought 
honestly to take the blame to themselves ; that would be a step 
towards improving their lot. 

I^Uy of fretfvXne^i. — ^Two gardeners, who were neighbours, had 
their crops of early peas killed by frost ; one of them came to 
condole with the other on this misfortune. " Ah I " cried he, 
" how unfortunate we have been, neighbour I do you know I have 
done nothing but fret ever since. But you seem to have a fine 
healthy crop coming up already ; what are these?" "These!'* 
cried the other gardener, " why, these are what I sowed imme- 
diately after my loss.'' " What I coming up already % ' * cried the 
fretter. " Yes ; while you were fretting, I was working." 
" "What I don't you fret when you have a loss ? " ** Yes ; but I 
always put it off untU after I have repaired the misdhief.** 
** Why, then you have no need to fret at all." " True," lephed 
the industrious gardener ; " and that's the very reason." * 

4, 6. (4) wealth, etc., see ch. xiv. 20. poor, here Heb. dal, 
the poor regarded as weak, separated, etc., bee. his neighbour 
is afraid lest he may want something of him ; so he shuns inter- 
course with him." (5) false witness, see ch. zviL 5.* un- 
punished, Seb. *'held innocent." not escape, appropnaJto 
judgment. 

The power of money (v. 4). — I. This is seen by its presence. It 
makes friends. 1. It is a question if such friends are worth the 
making, whose friendship depends on the balance at the banker's ; 
2. There is nothing said about the mode of getting the wealth, 
that is often a small matter so that one be rich. II. 3y its 
absence tends to separate the xx)or from their neighbours. 1. But 
what neighbours I 2. Yet is there some advantage in the fact 
stated ; with this before them the poor are more likely to be 
industrious. Learn : — The folly and misery of making money 
the standard of respectability. 

A legacy with a mAyraZ. — ^Amore extraordinary leg^acy than that 
bequeathed to his fellow-citizens by Father la Loque cannot well 
be imagined. At his death his body was found stretched on a 
miserable bed in an attic of the Quartier de Grenelle, whidi is 
anything but a fashionable district of Paris. He was an old man, 
had lived in the simplest way, sustaining himself almost entii«ly 
on bread. His room contained hardly any furniture, yet hid in a 
comer was found a little cupboard with numerous shelves, and 
on these were sorted with the greatest order regiments of oorks. 
In the centre was a manuscript written by the P^ la Iioqne. 
on which he stated that he had formerly been in posseseioii of 
considerable wealth, now squandered ; that of all his greatnesB 
there remained but these corks, drawn in better times to weloome 
many a friend who now had forgx>tten him ; that age and ruin 
had taught their moral, and that on each cork woi& be focmd 
written its history. This the old man did, hoping that it would 
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serve as a timely warning, and that, placed on the shelveB of 
some museum or of a philoeopher*8 study, they might be found to 
illastrate human nature. On one of the corlsB waa an inscription 
to this effect : — ^'' Champagne cork ; bottle emptied 12th of May, 

1843, with M. B , who wished to interest me in a business by 

which I was to make ten millions. This affair cost me 60,000 

francs. M. B escaped to Belgium. A caution to amateurs." 

On another appears the following note : — ^*^ Cork of Cyprus wine, 
of a bottle emptied on the 4th of December, 1850, with a dozen 
fast friends. Of these I haye not found a single one to help me 
on the day of my ruin." * 

6, 7. (6) prince, or princely, liberal man. giveth gifts, 
the generous-handed. (7) brethren . . hate, bee. of his trouble- 
some dependence on them, friends, contrasted with brothers, 
as in ch. xviii. 24. with words, of entreaty. ^He crayeth 
words of kindness from them." 

The snare and the song (t\ 6). — ^I. There is a snare for the 
wicked; in eyery sin there is a snare to the sinner, and through 
him to others. II. There is a song for the righteous^ a new song; 
may be sung at all times ; Paul and Silas singing in prison." 

Christ and the poor, — ^The highest circles of society and influ- 
ence were open to Him, if He only desired to enter tiiiem. Still 
He adheres to the poor, and makes them the object of His 
ministry. And what is more peculiar. He has visibly an interest 
in their society, which is wanting in that of the higher classes, 
perceiving apparently that they have a certain aptitude for 
receiving right impressions whicn the others have not. They are 
not the wise and the prudent, filled virith the conceit of learning 
and station, but they are the babes of i)oyerty, open to conviction, 
prepared by their humble lot to receive thoughts and doctrines 
in advance of their age. Therefore He loves the poor, and with- 
out desoending to their manners. He deHghts to be identified 
with them. He goes about on foot, teaching and healing them, 
occupying His great mind, for whole years, vfdth details of labour 
and care — ^insanities, blind eyes, fevers, fluxes, leprosies, and 
sores. His patients are all below His level, and unable to repay 
Him, eyen by a breath of congenial sympathy, yet He appears to 
be supported by the consciousness of good which attends His 
labours.' — Character of a friend. — Concerning the man you call 
your friend — ^tell me, will he weep with you in the hour of dis- 
tress ? Will he faithfully reprove you to your face for actions 
for which others are ridiculing or censuring you behind your 
back? Will he dare to stand forth in your defence when de- 
traction is secretly aiming its deadly weapons at your reputation ? 
Will he acknowledge you with the same cordiality, and behave 
to you with the same friendly attention, in the company of your 
superiors in rank and fortune, as when the claims of pride or 
vanity do not interfere with those of friendship 1 If misfortune 
and losses should oblige you to retire into a waU: of hfe in which 
you cannot appear with . the same distinction, or entertain your 
friends vidth the same liberality as formerly, will he still think 
himself happy in your society, and, instead of gradusblly with- 
drawing himself from an unprofitable connection, take pleasure 
in professing' himself your friend, and cheerfully assist you to 
8upx)ort the burden of your afflictions 1 When sickness shall call 
you to retire from the gay and busy scenes of the world, will he 

h2 



V.5. W.Reading, 

" There is noth- 
ing keeps lonffer 
than a iniH<iifTi g 
fortune, and 
nothing melts 
away sooner 
than a great one. 
Poverty treads 
upon the heels of 
great and UQez- 
pected riches." — 
La Brupire. 

e Once a Week, 



aBr.l^omoi, 

"Want is the 
scorn of every 
wealthy fool, and 
wit in zags is 
tum'd to ridi- 
calid,"'-'Juvenal. 

Wine and good 
dinners make 
abundance of 
friends; but in 
the time of ad- 
versity not oneia 
to be found. 

bBuOneil. 

"A long life may 
be passed without- 
finding a friend 
in whose under- 
standing and 
virtue we can 
equaUy confide, 
and whose 
opinion we can 
value at once 
for its justness 
and sincerity. 
A weak man, 
however honest, 
is not qualified 
to judge. A man 
of the world, 
however pene- 
trating, is not fit 
to counsel. 
Friends are often 
chosen for simi- 
litude of man- 
ners, and there- 
fore each palli- 
ates the over's 
fftUings because 
they are his own. 
Friends are ten- 
der, and unwill- 
ing to give pain ; 
or they are in- 
terestedf and 
fearful tooftend." 
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ile who cannot 
keep bis own 
secret, is of all 
men the most 
iiuflt to be en* 
trusted with the 
secrets of others. 

e Enfield. 



v. 8. Bp.ThomaSi 
1.1. 

*' Let falsehood be 
a stranger to thy 
lips. Shame on 
the policy that 
first began to 
tamper with the 
heart, to hide its 
thoughts I And 
doubly shame on 
that inglorious 
tongue, tHat sold 
its honesty and 
told a liel"— 
Havard. 

** Real friendship 
is a slow g^rower, 
and never 
thrives unless 
engrafted upon 
a stock of known 
and reciprocal 
merit" — Chester- 
field. 

"Let friendship 
creep gently to a 
height,— if it 
rush to it, it may 
soon run itself 
out of breath." — 
Fuller, 

a R. T. S. 



a Wordsworth. 

b Spk. Com. 

c 0. ZikkUr. 

d Mat. Henry. 

" The fool is as 
incapable of 
properly using 
pleasure as 
knowledge" — 
Fausset. 

e Plato said to 
his servant, "I 
irould beat thee 



follow you into your gloomy retreat, listen with attention to your 
** tale of symptoms," and minister the balm of consolation to your 
fainting spirit.'' And lastly, when death shall burst asniider 
every earthly tie, will he shed a tear upon your grave, and lodge 
the dear remembrance of your mutual friendship in his heart, as 
a treasure never to be resigned ? The man who will not do all 
this, may be your companion — ^your flatterer — ^your seducer— but, 
depend upon it, he is not your friend.<^ 

8, 9. (8) wisdom, Heb. heart; implying the higher faculties 
of reason and feeling, loveth . . soul, wh. he shows by regard- 
ing his best interests, keepeth, which is often quite as difficult 
as the getting. (9) false witness, comp. v. 5. 

TJie best proof of the higltest self-love {v. 8). — I. Here is a clia- 
racter described: the man who loves his soul. 1. He remembers 
that he has a soul ; 2. He seeks its cultivation as a thinking^ 
principle ; 3. He seeks its salvation. II. Such a man will seek 
wisdom — 1. As the proper food of the soul ; 2. He will seek it 
earnestly, and at the right source ; 3. He will seek for the wisdom 
that will make him wise to salvation. 

A Nortvegian farmer. — More than thirty years ago, a Norwegian 
farmer was, at the age of twenty-five, in the habit of making 
excursions from his father's dwelling for the purpose of dis- 
tributing religious tracts, which he had caused to be printed at 
his own expense, and which he sold or gave away. ThQ effects 
of his labours were perfectly astonishing, not less than 50,000 
peasants dating the period of their conversion to sound and vital 
Christianity at the time when they first became kuown to that 
remarkable individual. To the sufferings which he had under- 
gone it is most distressing to advert ; he endured eleven several 
imprisonments, one of which lasted for a period 'of ten years. 
There is a passage towards the close of his journal, dated in the 
year 1814, from which it appears that a fine of a thousand rix- 
dollars was imposed upon him, and that all which he possessed 
on earth was sold for the liquidation of that debt : he might 
have escaped it, could he have prevailed on himself to petition 
the king, saying that he was unable to pay the amount ; but such 
was his love of truth, that no consideration under heaven could 
induce him to declare a falsehood ; and, in consequence, he 
suffered himself to be reduced to the lowest degree of poverty : 
he allowed everything which he possessed, down to the meanest 
utonsil, to be sold, raSier than declare that which he knew to be 
false." 

10, 11. (10) delight, a soft delicate life.- High unrestrained 
enjoyment.* Luxury.* Pleasure and liberty.'' servant . • 
princes, ch. xxx. 22. This has often happened at the courts of 
Oriental despots. (11) ^iQGTQtioTL^ or pntdenoe ; self-restraint.' 
ch. xiv. 29, xvi. 32. pass over transgression, in a spirit of 
merciful forgiveness. 

Human glo^'y (v. 11). — I. What does the world say? In what, 
according to its code, does the glory of man consist? II. AVhat 
does the text say ? Why does the glory of man consist in being 
forgiving ? because it makes a man godlike ; because it is a proof 
of Sie wisdom of one who knows he has much to be forgiven. 

Tlie mutinous seaman. — Another fact may be gleaned from the 
life of Sir James de Saumarez. When the mutiny at the Nare 
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"The noblest 
part of a friend 
is an honest bold- 
ness in the noti- 
fying of errors. 
He that tells me 
of a fault, aiming 
at my good, I 
must think him 
wise and faith- 
ful ; wise, in spy- 
ing that which 
I see not ; faith- 
ful, in a plain ad- 
monishment, not 
tainted with flat- 
tery." —Feltham. 



broke out, the Orion, which he commanded, escaped it altogfether, i but that i 

owing to the subordination of the men, and the attachment they j *°fi^-" 

felt for their worthy commander, with whom the greater part U***^J<*JJ"J'" 

haA served from the commencement of the war. It was from ! pro^keShe^SS 

confidence in them, founded on accurate knowledge, that he 'to repeat the 

consented to receive, in hope of his reformation, one of the worst ' whole Roman 

of the mutineers, but an excellent seaman and ship-carpenter, ' jJ^'^ered^fS^ 

who was to be l3:ied for his life. Seasonable admonition and • geif to speak. 

paternal attention to the man's feelings on the part of Sir James \ ^ jq Df.^j'.Bunt 

iad, however, their desired effect. A few daj-B after the rebel got ] 57. ' * ' ' 

on board, the signal was made for the boate of each ship to be 

manned and armed, to witness the execution of four criminals in 

one of the mutinous ships. Sir James, therefore, sent for him 

into the cabin, and after expostulating with him on the heinous 

Clime he had committed, he assured him that he would spare 

liim the angnish he must endure of beholding others suffer for 

an offence of which he had probably been the guilty cause. This 

was the last effort made to work a change in the mutineer, and 

the effect was complete. His rebellious spirit was subdued, he 

fell on his knees, bathed in tears, and blended the strongest 

protestations of loyalty to his king with the warmest expressions 

of attachment and gratitude to his commander. Nor were the 

feelings he displayed soon repressed. He was true to his word ; 

liis exertions were commensurate to his promises, and he who had 

been the most obdurate of rebels became one of the most faithful 

sailors Sir James Saumarez ever had. 

12. king's wrath," ch. xvi. 15, xx. 2, xxviii. 15. dew, ch. 
xvi. 15 ; Ps. Ixxii. 6. 

The Duke of Cumberland.-^'When the great Duke of Cumber- 
land commanded in Grermany, he was particularly pleased with 
the abUity and valour of a sergeant belonging to his own regi- j 
ment. Having observed the gallantry of this man, and made 
several inquiries into his private character, his royal highness 
took occasion, after a great exploit which the sergeant had per- 
formed, to give him a commission. Some time afterwards, he 
came to the duke, and entreated his leave to resign the rank 
which he held. Surprised at so extraordinary a request, the duke 
demanded the reason, and was told by the applicant that he was 
now separated from his old companions by his elevation, and not 
admitted into the company of his brother officers, who considered 
themselves degraded by his appointment. " Oh 1 is that the 
case?" said the duke ; " let the matter rest for a day or two, and 
I will soon find means of putting an end to your disquietude." 
The next morning his royal highness went on the parade, when 
he was received by a circle of officers, and while he was engaged j 
in conversation, he perceived his old friend walking at a distance s 
by himself. On this the duke said, " Pray, gentlemen, what has I fi^™^^"" "^ex^ 
that officer done that he should be drummed out of your councils ?" ! tremeiy upon a 
and without waiting for an answer he went up, took the man by j very siipht ac- 
the arm, and thus accompanied, went through all the lines. ^!J Jj^Si^auy ^^ 
WTien the parade was over. Lord Ligonier respectfully desired i,iq reason, 
his royal highness to honour the mess with his presence that day. 
"With all my heart," replied the duke, "provided I bring my 
friend, here, with me." " I hope so," said his lordship ; and from 
that day the gentleman's company was rather courted than jp«^ 
shunned by the highest officer in the service. * 



a " Anger is like 
j ashes, wh. fly 
back in the face 
of him who 
throws them." — 
Old Proverb. 

"Tlie favour of 
my friend is as 
the refresliing 
dew." "The fa- 
vours of that 
good man are 
continually drop- 
ping upon us." 
"He bathes me 
with his fa- 
voiffs." — Roberts. 

"Procure not 
friends in haste, 
and when thou 
hast a friend part 
not with him in 
haste." — Solon. 
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a Stroke npon 
stroke. 

"The scolding 
words of the bad 
wife are, as it 
wero, the single 
drops of the 
steady rain, as 
her perpetual 
temper poors 
itself oat."->0. 
Zifckler. 

b Pr. xviii. aa. 

«. 14. T. Gataier, 
ii 135. 

** I too acknow- 
ledge the all bnt 
omnipotence of 
early culture and 
nurture; hereby 
we have either a 
doddered dwarf 
bush, or a high- 
toworing, wide- 
shadowing tree I 
either a sick yel- 
low caldMige, or 
an edlDie luxu- 
riant green one. 
Of a truth, it is 
the duty of all 
men^e^eciallyof 
all philosophers, 
to note down 
with accuracy 
the characteris- 
tio circumstances 
of their educa- 
tion,—what fur- 
thered, what hin- 
dered, what in 
anyway modified 
if—Carlyle. 

"Were it not 
better for a maia 
in a fair room to 
set up one great 
light, or branch- 
ing candlestick of 
lights, than to go 
about with a 
rashlight into 
every dark cor- 
net ? "—Bacon. 

e CAeever, 



a Ps ozlz. 9. 
«. 16 M. Henry, 
519. 

"Theresting-day 
of Christians, and 
festivals of the 
Cburch, must in 
no sense be days 
ot idleness; for! 



13, 14. (13) fbolisli son, cotnp, ch. x. 1, xv. 20, xviL 21, 25. 
caJaznity,* a plural word, intdmatiiig the yarietj of troubles a 
foolish Bon may oaose. oontinnal dropping, wh.' 1b a per- 
petual irritation, wearying out patienoe. (14) house . . 
latliers, suoh things as these men gather and leave to their 
children ; but the b^<ter gift of the prudent wife comes directly 
from God.* l^e blessing is more directly and manifestly His 
bestowment. 

A father's calamity (v. 11). — ^I. The son may have become 
foolish by — 1. Parentel indulgence; 2. The formation of evil 
habits ; 3. Cultiyationof bad companions. II. Such a son is the 
calamity of his father — 1. Whose xnride in him is destroyed ; 2. 
Whose heart is filled with shame by the mention of his name.— 
The husband's troubles. — The contentions of a wife. I. They are 
often about small things. II. There is no escape from them. 
in. They produce one of the greatest miseries of home Uf e. lY. 
They drive the husband to seek peace elsewhere. — Th>e prudent 
wife. — ^I. Sketch her character. 1. Marked by economy; 2. 
Forethought ; 3. Is jealous for her husband's honour ; 4. Keeps 
his secrets ; 5. Looks well to the ways of her household. U. 
Her origin, — ^from the Lord. Hence — 1. She will be sought of 
the Lord ; 2. Who will be thanked for the gift ; 3. And glorifed 
by the right use of it. 

Self-control of Socrates. — Socrates finding himself in great 
emotion against a slave, said, ** I would beat you if I were not 
angry." Having received a box <m the ear, he contented himself 
by only saying, with a snule, '* It is a pity we do not know when 
to put on a helmet." Socrates, meeting a gentleman of rank in 
the streets, saluted him, but the gentleman took no notice of it 
His friends in company observing what passed, told the philo- 
sopher " they were so exasperated at the man's incivility, that 
they had a good mind to resent it." But he very calmly made 
answer, ^' If you meet any person in the road in a worse habit of 
body than yourself, would you think you had reason to be en- 
raged at him on that account ? Pray, then, what greater reason 
can you have for being incensed at a man for a worse habit of 
mind than any of yourselves?" His wife, Xantippe, was a 
woman of a most fantastical and furious spirit. At one time, 
having vented all the reproaches upon Socrates her fury could 
suggest, he went out and sat before the door. His cahn and un- 
concerned behaviour but irritated her so much the more ; and, in 
the excess of her rage, she ran upstairs and emptied a vessel upon 
his head, at which he only laughed, and said, " that so much 
thunder must needs produce a> shower." Alcibiades, lus friend, 
talking with him about his wife, told him he wondered how he 
could bear such an everlasting scold in the same house with him '. 
he replied, '* I have so accustomed myself to expect it, that it 
now offends me no more than the noise of carriages in the 
streets." « 

15, 16. (15) slothfalness, c(mp. oh. vi. 9, 10. deep edeep, 
state of utter indifference, idle soul, comp, ch. x. 4, xiL 24. 
XX. 13. (16) keepeth, etc., ch. x. 17, xiii. 18. despiseth Ills 
vajs, and so treats his moral conduct as of no importance.* 

Ability to labour. — ^Where ability to labour is, there Proridenoe 
meets action and crowns it. He that forbids to cark for to- 
morrow, denies bread to the idleness of today. Consider, mj 
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soni, thy own delinquency^ and let employment make thee 
capable of thy God s protection. The hiid that sits is a fair 
mark for the fowler ; while they that use the wing escape the 
dwger. Follow thy calling, and Heaven wiU follow thee with 
His blessing. What thou luust formerly omitted, present repent- 
ance may redeem ; and what judgments Gkxl hath threatened, 
early petitions may avert.* 

17. pity . . poor, wh. mav find expression in other ways than 
by giving moneys, lendeth, so that he may certainly look for 
return and payment :^ though thiB must not be made &ie motive 
of his charity. 

The Lord was their banker. — Mr. Philip Henry, one of the 
I^onconf ormist ministers, when silenced from preaching by the 
Act of Uniformity, took comfort himself, and adnunistered 
comfort to others, from the passage, *'Let Mine outcasts dwell 
with thee, Moab." "God's people," he observed, "may be an 
outcast people — cast out of men's love, their synagogues, their 
ooontry ; but God will own His people when men ctit them out ; 
they are outcasts, but they are His, and some way or other He 
will provide a dwelling for them." Shortly before his death, the 
same pious man observed that, though many of the ejected 
ministers were brought very low, had many children, were 
greatly harassed by persecution, and their friends generally poor 
aod unable to support them, yet, in all his acquaintance, he 
never knew nor could remember to have heard of any Noncon- 
formist minister in prison for debt.* — Objects of charity » — Nothing 
seems much clearer than the natural direction of charity. 
Would we all but relieve, according to the measure of our means, 
those objects immediately within the range of our personal 
knowledge, how much of the worst evil of poverty might be 
alleviated 1 Very poor people, who are known to us to have been 
honest, decent, and industrious, when industry was in their power, 
have a claim on us, founded on our knowledge, and on vicinity 
and neighbourhood, which have in themselves something sacred 
and endearing to every good heart. One cannot, surely, always 
pass by in his walks for health, rest(«ation, or delight, the lone 
wayside beggar, without occasionally giving him an alms. Old, 
careworn, pale, drooping, and emaciated creatures, who pass us 
by without looking beseechingly at us, or even lifting up their 
eyes from the ground, cannot often be met with, without exciting 
an interest in us for their silent and unobtrusive sufferings or 
privations. A hovel, here and there, around and about our own 
comfortable dwelling, attracts our eyes by some peculiar ap- 
pearance of penury, and we look in, now and then, upon its 
Inmates, cheering tiieir cold gloom with some small benefaction. 
These are duties idl men owe to distress ; they are easily dis- 
charged ; and even such tender mercies as these are twice blessed.^ 
Mrs. Pry at Newgate prison, — 

llie harsh key grated in its ward, 
The massy bolts undrew, 

And watehful men of aspect stem, 
Gave us admittance tluough — 

Admittance where so many pine 
The far release to gain, 

Where desperate hands have madly striven 
To wrest the bars in vain. 



It is better to 
plough upon 
holy-diqrsthan to 
do nothing, or to 
doTiciou^; but 
let them be spent 
in the worlra of 
the day. that is, 
of religion and 
charity, accord- 
ing to the mlea 
appointed." — 
Jertmy Taylor, 
b QuarUt. 

a Comp. Hat. 

XXV. 40. 

**God is pleased 
with no music 
below 80 much 
as in the thanln- 
g^ving songs of 
reliered widows, 
of supported or- 
phans, of rejoic- 
hig and com- 
forted and thank- 
ful persons. This 
-part of our com- 
munication does 
the work of God 
and our neigh- 
bours, and bears 
us to heaven in 
streams made by 
the overflowing- 
of our brothers' 
aamlarVWeremif 
Tajflor. 

bArvine. 

"That charity 
alone endures 
which flows firom 
a sense of duty 
and a hope in 
God. This is the 
charity that 
treads in secret 
those paths of 
misery from 
which all but 
the lowest of 
human wretches 
have fled ; this 
is that charity 
which no labour 
can weary, no in- 
gratitude detach, 
no horror dis- 
gust; that toils, 
that pardons, 
that8i:dler8; that 
is seen by no 
man and ho- 
noured by no 
man; bat, like 
the great laws of 
nature, does the 
work of God in 
sUenoe, and looks 
to a future and 
better world for 
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its reward." — 
Sydney Smith. 

e Chalmen. 

"The secret that 
doth make a 
flower a flower 
so frames it that 
to bloom ia to be 
sweet, and to re- 
oeive to give. 
No soil so sterile, 
and no living lot 
so poor, but it 
hath somewhat 
still to spare in 
bounteous 
o d o u rs. Chari- 
table they who, 
be their having 
more or less, so 
have that less is 
more than need, 
and more is less 
than the great 
heart's good- 
will."— 2>o6eW. 



"In all other 
human gifts and 
passions, though 
they advance na- 
ture, yet they are 
subject to excess. 
But charity 
alone admits 
no excess. 
For so we see, by 
aspiring to be 
like God in 
power, the augels 
transgressed and 
fell; by aspiring 
to be like God in 
knowledge man 
transgr^sed and 
fell ; but by as- 
piring to be like 
God in goodness 
or love, neither 
man nor angel 
ever did, or shall 
transgress. For 
unto that imita- 
tion we are 
called." — Xord 
Bacon. 

« Charity itself 
commands us, 
where we know 
no ill, to think 
well of all. But 
friendship, that 
always goes a 
pitch higher, 
gives a man a 
peculiar right 
and claim to the 
good opinion of 
his friend."— 
South, 



What untold depths of hnman woe 

Have roll'd their floods along 
Since first these ragged walls were heaved 

From their foundations strong I 
Guilt, with its seared and blacken'd breast. 

Fierce Hate, with sullen glare, 
And Justice, smiting unto death, 

And desolate Despair. 

Here Crime hath spread a loathsome snare 

For souls of lighter stain, 
And Shame hath cower'd, and Anguish drained 

The darkest dregs of pain. 
And Punishment its doom hath dealt, 

Relentless as the g^ave, 
And spurn 'd the sinful fellow-worm, 

Whom Jesus died to save. 

Yet be not strict their faults to mark, 

Nor hasty to condemn, 
Oh, thou, whose erring human heart 

May not have swerved like them ; 
But, with the tear-drop on thy diedE, 

Adore that guardian Power 
Who held thee on the slipxjery steep 
Amid the trial-hour. 

Who entereth to his dreary cell ? 

Who dares the hardened throng, 
With fearless step and brow serene, 

In simple goodness strong ? 
She hath a Bible in her hand, 

And on her lips the spell 
Of loving and melodious speech, 

Those lion-hearts to quell. 

She readeth from that holy book, 

And in its spirit meek 
Doth warn them as those straying ones 

Whom Christ vouchsafes to seek ; 
She kneeleth down and asketh Him 

Who deign'd the lost to find, 
Back to His blessed fold to lead 

These impotent and blind. 

Oh, beautiful I though not with youth, 

Bright locks of sunny ray, 
Or changeful charms that years may blot» 

And sickness melt away ; 
But with sweet lowliness of soul, 

The love that never dies, 
The purity and truth that hold 

Communion with the skies. 

Oh. beautiful ! yet not with gauds, 

That strike the worldling's eye, 
But in the self-denying toils 

Of heaven-bom charity. 
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Press onward, till thou find thy home 

In realms of perfect peace, ' 
Where, in the plaudit of thy Lord, 

All earthly cares shall cease.' 

18, 19. (18) chasten, etc., ch. xiii. 24, xxxiii. 13. spare . • 
crying, should be rend. " Do not set thy soul on his destruc- 
tion." It is a caution to passionate parents agpainst angry 
resentments, and undue chastisements." (19) great wrath, 
wlio by unrestrained temper is led to do foolish and violent 
things, do it again, such a man will get into trouble over 
and over again. 

Paternal firmnem and discipline. — " A gentleman," says Mr. 
Abbot, "sitting by his fireside one evening, with his family 
around him, took the spelling-book, and called upon one of his 
little sons to come and read. John was about four years old. 
He knew all the letters of the alphabet perfectly, but happened 
at that moment to be in rather a sullen humour, and was not at 
all disposed to gratify his father. Very reluctantly he came as 
he was bid ; but when his father pointed to the first letter of the 
alphabet, and said, ^ What letter is that, John V he could get no 
answer. John looked upon the book, sulky and silent. *My 
son,' said the father pleasantly, *you know the letter A.' *I 
cannot say A,^ said John. * You must,' said the father, in a 
serious and decided tone. * What letter is that V John refused 
to answer. The contest was now fairly commenced. John was 
wilful, and determined that he would not read. His father 
knew that it would be ruinous to his son to allow him to conquer. 
He felt that he must, at all hazards, subdue him. He took him 
into another room, and punished him. He then returned, and 
&gain showed John the letter. But John still refused to name it. 
The father again retired with his son, and punished him more 
severely. But it was unavailing. The stubborn child still 
refused to name the letter, and, when told that it was A, declared 
that he could not say A. Again the father infiicted punishment 
as severely as he dared to do it, and still the child, with his whole 
frame in agitation, refused to yield. The father was suffering 
from most intense solicitude. He regretted exceedingly that he 
had been drawn into the contest. He had already punished his 
child with a severity which he feared to exceed, and yet the 
wilful sufferer stood before him sobbing and trembling, but 
apparently as unyielding as a rock. I have often heard that 
parent mention the acuteness of his feelings at that moment. 
His heart was bleeding at the pain which he had been compelled 
to inflict ux)on his son. He knew that question was now to be 
settled — who should be master ? and after his son had withstood 
so long and so much he greatly feared the result. The mother 
sat by, suffering, of course, most acutely, but perfectly satisfied 
that it was their duty to subdue the child, and that in such a 
trying hour a mother's feelings must not interfere. With a 
heavy heart the father again took the hand of his son to lead 
him out of tlie room for farther punishment ; but to his incon- 
ceivable joy. the child shrunk from enduring any more suffering, 
and cried, " Father, I'll tell the letter.'* The father, with feel- 
ings not easily conceived, took the book and pointed to the 
letter. * A,' said John, distinctly and fully. * And what is that ?' 
said the f atlier, pointing to the next letter. * B,' said John, eto. 



d Sigourney, 



a Rucetsehiihinka 
the caution is not 
against excess :f 
severity, but 
against the cru«I 
kindness that 
kills by \vith- 
holding season- 
able correction. 



r. 18. 
77. 



S. R. Hall, 



*• The first object 
of education is to 
train up an im- 
mortal soul. The 
second (but se- 
cond at an im- 
measurable dis- 
tance) is, to do 
this in a manner 
most conducive 
to human happi- 
ness; never sac- 
rificing either 
the interests of 
the future world 
to those of the 
present, or the 
welfare of the 
man to the incli- 
nations of the 
child ; errors not 
dissimilar ia 
complexion, 
though so aw- 
fully different in 
the importance 
of their results." 
— Mn. Trench. 

" A gentleman 
while attending 
an examination 
of a school where 
every question 
was answered 
with the greatest 
promptness, put 
some questions to 
the pupils which 
were not exocUy 
the same as found 
in the book. After 
numerous ready 
answers to their 
teachers on the 
subject of geo- 
graphy, he asked 
one of the pupils 
where Turkey 
was. She an- 
swered, rather 
hesitatingly, 'In 
the yard, with 
the poultry.'"— 
Miu EdgewrOu 
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a Penny PulpH, 

V. 20. J. MUner, 
83. 

t>. 21. Dr.T.Hor- 
/on,249; Bp. San- 
derson, 653; •/*. 
/V)*ter, ii. 300 ; /. 
W. Wiekes, 326; 
2>r. /. Dupree, il. 
176 ; ^. AlU(m, I 
69. 

C.22. i)r.!r.ir«nr, 

"Truth, the 
mother of Virtue, 
is painted in gar- 
ments as white 
as snow. Her 
looks are serene, 
pleasant, c o n r- 
teous, cheerful, 
and yet modest ; 
she is the pledge 
of all honesty, 
the bulwark of 
honour, the light 
and joy of human 
society. She is 
commonly ac- 
counted the 
daughter of 
Time or Saturn, 
because Truth is 
discovered in the 
course of time; 
but Democrltus 
feigns that she 
lies hid in the 
Itettom of a welL'* 
— Andrew Tooie. 

i WhUecrost. 

** Lying is a dis- 
graceful vice, and 
one that Plutarch 
paints in most 
disgraceful 
colours, when he 
flays that it is 
'affording testi- 
mony tint one 
&8t despises 
God, and then 
fears men.' It is 
not possible 
more happily to 
describe its hor- 
rible, disgusting, 
and abandoned 
nature ; for can 
we imagine any* 
thing more -vile 
than to be cow- 



The rest of the children were Bitting by, and they saw the 
contest) and they saw where was the victory ; and John learned 
a lesson which he never forgot ; he learned never again to wage 
such an unequal warfare ; he learned that it waa the safest and 
happiest course for him to obey." 

20—22. (20) hear counsel, sach as a lather gives, who 
wisely corrects and chastises, latter end, as addressed to 
youth this may mean the later and responsible time of life. It 
need not refer to death-time. (21) many devices, plans and 
sdiemes. The purposes of many are very various, and ever 
changing, counsel . . stand, it is well for us that a Divine 
OYernding should arrange and modify our plans. (22) desire, 
or wish ; this may be taken into gracious account, liiough he 
may be unable to cany his wish into act. li£tr, prob. the rich 
man who makes excuses for not giving. 

Deviceg (v. 21). — ^I. The devices of men's hearts. The heart a 
world, full of schemes, always devising. What a scene if they 
cculd all be brought to light I II. The vanity of them. What a 
world if they could be all fulfilled I III. The counsel of the 
Lord frustrating, controlling, overruling these devices. Learn— 
1. How vain are the attempts to oppose the counsel of God ; 2. 
How foolish ti^e idea that as knowledgfe comes into th& world 
religfion will go out ; 3. How easy for God to overturn all wicked 
devices ; 4. What a revelation will there be, at the last day, of 
devices.* 

A poor man is better them a liar. — "llCany years ago,** say* 
one, " I was witness to a very interesting scene at the house of a 
friend at Walworth, on a Sunday evening, A sermon had heea 
preached in the morning, of which previous notice had been 
given, particularly addressed to poor children ; and l^e master of 
the family had taken his own children to hear the di8cour8e,havlng 
promised to distribute rewards amongst them, acooxding to the 
proficiency with which they should repeat the text and state the 
heads and points of the sermon. As I entered the parlour I wai 
struck with the silent employment of the children, who weie 
engaged in preparing themselves for their task ; and after tea 
they were caUed up in order. At this distance of time, I re- 
member only two circumstances connected with the result. One 
is, that the memories of the female children, in general, seemed 
better, and the facility of imparting their ideas greater, than 
those of the male branches of the family. The other relates to 
the youngest of the children, a little boy, who, though not ex- 
pected to say anything, requested to be heard. The text was too 
long foi* him to remember, but he delighted us aU by tiie simple 
account which he gave of the sermon, in the following words : *I 
heard the gentleman (the minister) say, it was no disgrace to be 
poor, but it was a disgrace to tell lies.' "* — Tntth^peaking good 
policy. — The Duke of Ossnna, viceroy of Naples, passing thxtKigh 
Barcelona, went on board the Cape G^Uey, and passing through 
the crew of slaves, he asked several of them what their offences 
were. Every one excused himself upon various pretences ; one 
said he was put in out of malice, another by bribesy of the judge ; 
but nearly all of them unjustly. The duke came at last to a 
sturdy little black man, whom he questioned as to what he wu 
there for. "My lord," said he, " I cannot deny that I am justly 
put in here ; for I wanted money, and so took a purae xuv 
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Tarragon, to keep me from starving.'* The duke, on hearing this, 
gave him two or three blows on the shoulder with his stick, 
Eaying, **Toarogae, what are you doing among honest innocent 
men ? get you out of their comi)any." The poor fellow was then 
set at Uberiy, while the rest were left to tng at the oar.' 

23, 24. (23) abide, better read clause, He that is filled with 
it (the fear of the Lord) shall pass the night, and not be visited 
with evil. (24) hideth his nand, reference is to the dish into 
wh. eadi person put his hand. The man is so lazy he will not 
raise his hand to feed himself.' Gomp. ch. xxvi. 16. 

John Bunyan. — Bunyan, with irresistible zeal, preached 
throaghout the countiy, especially in Bedfordshire and its 
neighbourhood ; until, on tiie restoration of Charles II., he was 
thrown into prison, where he remained twelve years. During 
his confinement he preached to all to whom he could gain access ; 
and when liberty was offered to him, on condition of promising 
to abetaiu from preaching, he constantly replied, ** If you let me 
oat to-day, I shiUl preach again to-morrow." * 

25. smite, give corporal punishment to. Boomer, ch. ziii. 
1. Such a man is regaorded as irreclaimable. '* It is a character 
made up of pride, irreverence, and cruelty." simple, conceived 
as ready to learn, reprove, etc.^ if there be any right disposl 
lion reproof becomes valuable moral discipline." 

Mr. S . — "There is one thing," said Mr. S., a professed 

infidel, to one of his companions in sin, "which mars all the 
pleasures of my life." " Ah," replied his companion, " what is 
that?" **Why, I am afraid the Bible is true. If I could but 
certainly know that death is an eternal sleep, I should be happy : 
my joy would be complete. But here is the thorn that stings 
Tne I This is the swoid that pierces my very soul. If the Bible 
be true, I am lost for ever. Every prospect is gone, and I am 
lost for ever !" This unhappy man soon afterwards undertook a 
voyage, was shipwrecked, and drowned.* 

26, 27. (26) wasteth, wasting his property by riotous 
living; and his spirit by unfilial conduct.** chaseth away, 
driveth her away, refusing her persuasions and entreaties. (27) 
cease, ete.^ good warning for Behoboam, and all sons in like 
peril. 

Exampleg of prodigality, — ^Lucnllus, the Boman general, though 
justly admired for his bravery, justice, and clemency, yet is 
deservedly ceoBured for his ei^avagance and iirodigality. 
Cicero and Pompey, meeting him one day in the city, told him 
they intended doing them^lves the pleasure of supxnng with 
him that night ; " but it shall be upon this condition," added 
they, "that you have nothing extraordinary on our account." 
To this he seemingly agreed ; but guess their surprise, when 
they sat down to an entertainment that cost no less than fifty 
thousand crowns I 'What astonii^ed them more was the short- 
ness of the time in which it was prepared ; but this it seems was 
little mace than his ordinary diet. This sup^uous pomp and 
magnificence will not be thought incredible if we compare it 
with that of Peter dn Bueie after he was made cardinal by the 
pope, his kinsman ; for within the space of two years wMdi he 
lived at Rome he expended in feasts and entertainments no less 
than four hundred thousand crowns. Mnleasses, King of Thunes. J 



ards with regard 
to men, and 
bniTe with re- 
gard to God ? "— 
Jfofitaiffne, 
e E.T.& 

a *'The floene 
broaght before 
us i8 that of an 
Eastern feast. 
There are no 
knives^ forks, or 
spoons. Every 
guest has to help 
himself or be 
helped by the 
host." -Spk. Com, 

V.24. Dr. T. Hunt, 
67. 

blLT.S. 



a "Therefore 
God smites some 
that He may 
warn alL" — Bp. 
HaU. 

V. 25. T. Alter- 

burpt 81; ^ 
Fiddet, a 52. 

"His brain ia as 
dry as the re- 
mainder - biscuit 
after a voyage." 
— Shakespeare. 

b R. T. S. 



a De. xxi 18, 21 ; 
Ps. xviL 21—25, 
20. 



V.27. T. Cole, 67; 
Bp. Sherlock, 11. 
163 ;Dr.W. Leech- 
man, ii. 129 ; Dr. 
A. Rees, iii. 41; 
/. J. Qmybeare, 
Damp. Lee. 249. 

"We never find 
the Scripture 
commending any 
prodigal but one, 
and him, too, only 
for his ceasing to 
be so. Whose 
coarses, if we re- 
flect upon, we 
shall see his pro- 
digality bringing 
him from his re- 
velling com* 
paniona and his 
riotons mettts, to 
he swiaa and to 
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the trough ; and 
from imitating 
their sensuality, 
by a natural 
consequence t o 
take up with 
their diet too."— 
Dr. South. 

b L. M. Stretch, 



a Scomers are 
fools. Those 
that ridicule 
things sacred and 
serious do but 
make them.%lTe3 
ridiculous. 

Pr. X. 13 ; He. x. 
31. 

"How many are 
great talkers ? or 
great orators ? if 
that sounds 
better. We have 
the art of saying 
much Oil a little ; 
whereas we most 
want the art of 
saying much in a 
little."— Pttf i«on. 

6 R, T. S. 



a "Alcoholic 
drink is the great 
false prophet of 
England, — a 
prophet, working 
busily in every 
district, under 
the inspiration of 
hell."— David 
Thomas, D.D. 
"There is no sin 
which doth more 
deface God's 
image than 
drunkenness; it 
disguiseth a per- 
son, and doth 
even unman. 
Drunkenness 
gives him the 
throat of a fish, 
and the belly of 
a swine, and the 
heart of an ass. 
Drunkenness 
is the shame of 



was BO complete an epicure that, being expelled his kingdom for 
his infamous debaudieries, and hearing afterwards that Charles 
y. was inclined to reinstete him on the throne, he ordered a 
peacock to be dressed for his supper, and spen a hundred crowns 
on the sauce. The Emperor Yitellius was likewise so shamefully 
fond of superfluity and excess, that for one single meal lie has 
ordered two thousand different kinds of fish, and seven thousand 
fowls. Without doubt these epicures agreed with the poet 
Philoxenu?. who wished that he had a crane's neck, that he 
might the longer enjoy the pleasure of eating and drinking.^ 

28, 29. (28) ungodly witness, Heh. a witness of BeM 
One who is false ^ bjr bad principles, scorneth,** by boldly 
uttering his lies, iniquity, better, viischief. It is a real en- 
joyment to him to produce calamity. He swallows it as if it 
were sweet fruit. As a dainty, he seizes it and lives on it. (29) 
prepared, and therefore sure to come eventually upon such. 
Their punishment is sure, fixed, and ready. 

Voltaire. — Voltaire spent his whole life in malicrnant but vaiQ 
attempts to ridicule and overturn Christianity. He was the idol 
of a large portion of the French nation ; but just when they 
were decreeing new honours for him, and loading him with 
applause, the hour of his ignominy and shame arrived. In a 
moment, the approach of death dissipated his delusive dreams 
and filled his soul with inexpressible horror. Conscience started 
from her long slumbers, and unfolded before him the extended 
roll of his crimes. Whither could he fiee for relief? Fury and 
despair succeeded each other by turns, and he had more the 
appearance of a demon than a man. To his physician he said, 
" Doctor, I will give you half of what I am worth if you will 
give me six months' life." The doctor answered, "Sir, you 
cannot live six weeks." Voltaire replied, " Then I shall go to 
hell, and you shall go with me ;" and soon after expired.* 



CHAPTER THE TWENTIETH. 

1. wine," personified here, represented as a sort of evil demon, 
wh. excites to frivolous wantonness, or to wild and boisterous 
action. It is evident fr. this that some Scripture wine was in- 
toxicating, mocker, or scomer. That is, it is apt to make meJi 
such, strong drink, poss. palm wine of Syria ; spioed wine ;* 
or spirit taken from mead, raging, makes the man boisterous.' 
deceived, lit erring, reeling, not wise, for " it injures the 
health, enfeebles the intellect, deadens the moral sensibilities, 
destroys reputation, impoverishes the exchequer, disturbs friend- 
ship, breeds quarrels, and brings misery." 

The intemperate me of strong drink {v. 1). — I. The intemperate 
use of strong drink is deceitful ; it deceives others as to its advan- 
tages. 1. 'fiiat it strengthens the system is deceptive; 2. And 
that it enriches the national revenue. II. The intemperate use 
of strong drinks is enraging. III. The intemperate use of strong 
drinks is foolish.' , 

Loss of the Neptune. — ^This ship, carrying thirty-six men, sailea 
from Aberdeen on a fine morning in May, with the fairest pros- 
pect of good weather, and a prosperous voyage. About eleven 
o'clock t£e wind arose from the east, and swept over the sea witn 
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OFerwhelming violence. In about an hour she was seen stand- I 
ing in, but under such a press of sail as, considering the gale, ! 
astonished all on shore. But on she came, now bounding on the 
top of the sea, and then almost engulfed in the foaming cavern. 
The harbour of Aberdeen is exposed to the east, and formed by a 
pier on one side, and a breakwater on the other, and so narrow 
at the entrance as not to admit two large ships abreast. All saw 
that something was wrong on board. One attempt was made to 
shorten sail, but t^e ship was then within a cable's length of the 
shore, and urged on with an impetuosity which no human power 
could withstamd. The wives and families of the men who were 
thus hastening to death had assembled near the pier ; but all 
stood in silent horror, broke in a moment by the cry, " She's lost 1 " 
as the vessel, lashed on by the tempest, passed to the outer side 
of the breakwater, and struck with awful violence between two 
black rugged rodcs. The cries of the victims were most horrible. 
The dre^ul crisis had come, and they were lost indeed. A few 
brave men on shore endeavoured to man the lifeboat, and take 
it round the breakwater, but it was unavailing. One heavy sea 
rolling over tiie wreck for a moment concealed her, and when 
the people looked again she was gone I Her crew and timbers 
were hurled against the rocks, and with the exception of one man, 
who was washed up and lodged on a projecting edge, none 
escaped of the thirty-six who had that morning left the shore in 
health and spirits. From the man who was sav^, the melancholy 
truth was learnt th&t the crew were all intoxicated and could not 
manage the vessel.^ 

2, 3. (2) fear, etc.« ch. xix. 12. sinneth . . soul,* by bring- 
ing down his wrath upon them ; and the Eastern king had full 
control over property and life. (3) cease ftom strife, or, to dwell 
without strife : intunating a peaceful and peaceable habit of life.* 
meddling, lit. rolls, or rushes forward (ch. xvii. 14) ; interfering 
in everybody's quarrel. * " An of&cious interference with the busi- 
ness of others, a prying into their concerns, creates discord." 

ITow to avoid quarreU, — The fox and his cub. — ^A young fox 
asked his father if he could not teach him some trick to defeat 
the dogs, if he should fall in with them. The father had grown 
grey in a long life of depredation and danger, and his scars bore 
witness to his narrow escapes in the chase, or his less honourable 
encounters with the faithful gfuardians of the hen-roost. He 
replied with a sigh, " After all my experience, I am forced to 
confess that tiie best trick is, to keep out of their way." — EHU 
of scandal. — 

Nor do they trust their tongues alone, 

But speak a language of their own ; 

Can lead a nod, a shrug, a look, 

Far better than a printed book. 

Convey a libel in a frown. 

And wink a reputation down ; 

Or, by the tossing of the fan. 

Describe the lady and the man.< 



A whisper broke the air, — 
A soft light tone, and low, 
Yet barb'd with shame and woe ; 

Kow, might it only perish therei 



nature, the cx- 
tinguisher of 
reason, the ship- 
wreck of chas- 
tity, and the 
luurderer of con- 
science." — Divine 
of 1662. 

b Is. V. 11, 22. 

e "When the 
wineisin the wit 
is out, and then 
the man, accord- 
ing as his natural 
temper is, either 
mocks like a fool, 
or rages like a 
madman." — Mat. 
Henry. 

Pr. xxilL 29, 30; 
Ho. ir. 11 ; Lu. 
xxL 84; Eph. v. 
18. 

r. 1. D. Lament, 
i. 229; T.St. John, 
273. 

d Dr. Thomas. 

e Cheever. 



a"Sol.'8objectin 
this counsel is to 
deter his son fr. 
incurring^ his 
royal displeasure 
by libertinism 
and intempe- 
rance.' ' — Wards- 
xcorth. 
h Ha. ii. 10. 
c '• Let it pass for 
a kind of sheep- 
ishness to be 
meek.. It is a 
likeness to Him 
that was as a 
slieep before His 
shearers, not 
opening His 
mouth ; it is a 
portion of His 
spirit." — Arch, 
Leighton. 
d The man who 
combats himself 
will be happier 
than he who con- 
tends with 
others. 

"The busybody's 
estate is too 
narrow for his 
mind, and there- 
fore he is fain to 
make himself 
room in others' 
affairs; yet ever 
in pretence of 
love....; Hia 
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tmague* like tho 
tAll of Samaon s 
foxet, carries 
flrebrands, and 
\% enoagh to eet 
the wbole field 
of the world on 
a flame." — iSp. 
Hall. 
t Swiff. 
/LE. Landon, 

A Fr. tL 6. 



**Oar farnien 
aotnally 



b 

ao 

plon^ in the 
■•▼eraat weather. 
I have often teen 
them ahivering 
with oold, and 
contending with 
wind and ndn, 
quite enough to 
dlBcoumge thote 
who Kte not slug- 
gards. This hard 
ueoessity of 
winter work is 
mainly owing to 
tho wretched im> 
plements used, 
and to a strange 
deficiency in 
agricultural 
tdenoe and skill. 
These men. with 
their frail 
ploughs and tiny 
oxen, must wait 
until the ground 
is saturated and 
softened, how> 
ever late in the 
season that may 
be."— Tftonwan. 

•* Margin, winter. 
They begin to 
plough about the 
latter oud of 
September, and 
sow their earliest 
wheat about the 
middle of Oc- 
tober. The frosts 
are never severe 
enough to pre- 
vent their 
ploughing all the 
winter."-&irdrr. 

e Dr, Outhrie, 



a'SomeareTety 
able and fit to 

£iye counsel, 
ftyeanexoeUent 



Nor farther go ! 
Ah, me 1 a qnidc and eager ear 

Oaoght ap the little meaning' aoand ! 
Another Yoioe has breathed it dear, 

And BO it wander*d round 
From ear to lip, from lip to ear, 
Until it reach'd a gentle hearty 

And that— it broke 1/ 

4. sluggard,*' ch. x. 4, one ntterlj indispoeed to work, read^ 
to find any exooBe. cold, ploughing in Paleatine is in Not. and 
Dea, when the wind blows oommonlj from the nortiL Sndi a 
time is too rough and disagreeable for him, so he lets the oppor- 
tunity pass.* beg, or desire ; look for his shaze in the harvest- 
time. 

LaborioHi idleneu. — Theie is socih a thing as lab(»ians i^iAwgt 
Busy ? So was the shepherd on the Alps, mentioned by Dngald 
Stewart who spent fifteen years of life learning to balance a pole 
on his ohin ; and the jddlosopher sagely renuurks how mudx good, 
had they been directed to a noble object, this diligenoe and per- 
severance would have accomplished. Ba^7 So have I seen the 
miller's wheel, which went round and round ; but idly, gxindio^ 
no com. Busy ? So, in a way, was the Bussian who, facing tiie 
winter's cold nor regarding the cost of maaaye dabe brought at 
great labour from frozen lake or river, built him an igr palace, 
within whose glittering translucent walls, wrapt in fdzs and 
shining in jewels, rank and beauty held their revelry, and the 
bowl uid the laugh and the song went round. But with soft 
breath, and other music, and opening buds, spring returned ; and 
then, before the eyes that had gazed with wonder on the crystal 
walls of that fairy palace as they gleamed by nightcwith a 
thousand lights, or flashed with the radiance of gems in the 
bright sun^ine, it dissolyed, nor left "a wrack bcObdnd '*— its 
pleasures, ^^Tanity;** its expense, ^vexation of spirit.** Busy? 
So, in a way, are the children who when the tide is at the ebb, 
with merry laughter and rosy cheeks and nimble hands boOd a 
castle of the moist sea-sand — the thoughtLess urchins, types of 
lovers of pleasure and of the world, so intent on their work as 
not to see how the treacherous, silent tide has crept around them, 
not merely to sap and undermine, and with one nide blow of her 
billow demolish the work of their hands, but to cut off their 
retreat to the distant shore, and drown their frantic screams and 
cries for help in the roar of its remorseless waves. Frran a death- 
bed where sdl he toiled and sinned and sorrowed for is dipping 
from his grasp, fading from his view, such will his life seem to 
the busiest worldling ; he spends his strength for nought, and 
his labour for that which profiteth not. With an eye that pities 
because it foresees our miserable doom, God calls us from such 
busy trifling, from a life of laborious idleness to a service which 
is as pleasant as it is profitable, as graceful as it is dutiful, sayinrr. 
Work out your salvation — " Work while it is called to-d^y, sefin j 
that the night comeUi when no man can work.'** 

6, 6. (5) in tlie heart, a purpose cheriahed, but unnttered* 
The fig. is of deep welL draw it out, by bis skill in questioc- 
ing and leading on ; draws as one draws water with a backet. 
laboriously, from a deep place. (6) proolaim .. goodness, 
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being always ready to talk about themselves : to '^ blow their own 
tnimpetB." The goodness here is bonnly, liberality, faithful 
man,* with soffioient knowledge of himself to keep him silent 
and hmnble. A man of fidelity. 

Self'praUe (r. 6). — I. Here is expressed the commonness of self- 
applause ; see it in nations, Id, churches, in persons. 1. The pro^ 
fane ; 2. The Pharisee ; 3. The orthodox ; 4. The godhr. II. The 
lareness of self -consistency. A man faithful — 1. In his civil 
oonoems ; 2. Friendly connections ; 3. To his trusts ; 4. To his 
oonvictdons ; 5. To Ms religious professions. Apply :— (1) Let 
Christians be thankful that they axe not under the law, but under 
grace ; (2) Seek after the influence of Divine grace ; (3) Be 
difSdent and humble.' — True piety is rare (r. 6). — ^This observa- 
tion we shall con&rm by showing — ^I. That a profession of good- 
nesB is oonunon — 1. Of the pro&ne ; 2. Of the moral ; 3. Of tiie 
tmsonnd professor. But it must be confessed — ^11. l^t a life 
Baited to this profession is veiy rare. Who then is faithful — 1. 
To his principles? 2. To his promises? 3. To his convictions? 
Learn — (1) To be zealous over ourselves ; (2) To seek tiie influ- 
ences of Cfod's grace.<< 

IlumU'Uy, — ^Wise men know their own ignorance, and are ever 
zeadyto learn. Humility is the child of knowledge. iBiicha^ 
Angelo was found by the Cardinal Famese walking in solitude 
amid the ruins of the Coliseum, and when he expressed his sur- 
prise the great artist answered, " I go yet to school tiiat I may 
continue to learn." Who among us can after this talk of finish- 
ing our education ? We have need to learn of all around us. He 
must be very foolish who cannot tell us something ; or more likely 
we must be more foolish not to be able to learn of him.' 

7, 8. (7) just man, one who is true before God, and upright 
in all dealings with his fellow-man. walketh, usual fig. for 
Gonducteth his life, children are blessed,' by his inspiring 
influence and example. (8) king, etc., comp. ch. xiv. 36, xvi. 
10, 16. scatteretn,^ or winnoweth it away as easily as chaff 
from the threshing-floor, with his eyes, as he sits on his 
throne he thus expresses his indignation.' 

Henry V. and the judge. — One of the favourites of King 
Henry V., when Prince of Wales, having been indicted for some 
misdemeanour, was condemned, notwithstanding all the interest 
he could make in his favour ; ajid the Prince was so incensed at 
the issue of the trial that he struck the judge on the bench. This 
uiagistrate, wrhose name was Sir William Gascoign, acted with a 
spirit becoming his character. He instantly ordered the Prince 
to be committed to prison; and young Henry, sensible by this 
time of the insult he had offered to the laws of his country, 
suffered himself to be quietly conducted to jail by the officers of 
justice. The king, Henry IV., who was an excellent judge of 
mankind, was no sooner informed of this transaction, than he 
cried out in a transport of joy, " Happy is the king who has a 
magistrate possessed of courage to execute the laws ; and still 
more happy in having a son who will submit to such chastise- 
ment."' 

9, 10. (9) I have made, by my own endeavours. The ques- 
Hon as asked here implies a negative answer, heart clean, 
ittained to moral perfection.' pure, eoTnp. Jer. ii. 22. (10) 



faculty of olear- 
ing B hair, hit- 
ting the joint of 
A difficulty, and 
advising perti- 
nently; but they 
are modest and 
reserved, and not 
o nununicative ; 
they have a great 
deal in them, but 
it 1b loth to come 
out."— iTwr. 
JSenry. 

Hat Tl. 2, 5, 16 ; 
Lu. xvL 16. 

b ** Hen boast of 
their Uberality, 
and we look in 
vain |or the ful- 
filment of actual 
obligations."— 
JSi>k. Com. 

V. 6. DrJ^rttine, 
li. 127. 

c W. Jof. 

d C. atmeon^MJL 

t Spurgton, 



a Pr. rfr. 26. 

&Fr. verb, to sift, 
to winnow. 

ePa. xi 4; Hat. 
iiL12. 

V. 7. Dr, Paie^, 
L241. 

v.^. Bp.M.BmUhy 
216; R. Nares, 
2U\ Bp.Kaye^^Z, 

d Cheeter. 

" God gives man- 
hood but one 
clue to success — 
utter and exact 
justice ; that He 
guarantees shall 
be always ex- 
pediency." — 
Wenddl FhiUips, 



a "Dr. Living- 
stone once asked 
a Bechuana what 
he understood by 
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the word 'holi- 
nefls.' He an- 
swered, 'When 
oopiooB showers 
hare descended 
daring the niRht, 
and fdl the earth, 
and leaves, and 
cattle are washed 
clean, and the 
sun rising shows 
a drop of dew on 
every blade of 
grass, and the air 
breathes fresh- 
that is holiness.'" 
— D a V. Thomas, 
D.D. 

Jobviii.6, xi. 4, 
zvL17,xxxiiL 9. 

h 0. Zockler. 

V. 0. Bp. Brown- 
rig, i. 379; C. 
Chaii, ii. 367 ; B. 
Beddome, 6. 

c C. Simeottf M.A, 

d Robertt, 



a Etealdy Utnbreit. 

b "'The child is 
the father of the 
man,' and the 
earliest actions 
are prophecies of 
the future, 
whether it will | 
bepure and right, j 
or unclean and ; 
evil."— <^*. Com. \ 

"Every look, | 
every movement, * 
every expression, ' 
does something ■ 
towards forming . 
the character of ; 
the little heir to 
Immortal life." — 
Mn. ChUd. 

e Fam, Treasury. 

ft ** He who rises 
late may trot all 
day, and not 
have overtaken 
Ids business at 
nighV — Frank- 
Hn. 

**I never knew 
any man come to 
greatness and 
eminence who 
lay in bed of a 
morning." -Dean 
Swift. 

•* I was at my 
studies in winter 
often ere the 



divers weights, Heh. " an ephah and an ephah ; a stone and 
a stone." " Deception in business is a peculiar and prominent 
form of that universal sinfulness which has just been spoken of 
as having no exceptions,"* comp. ch. xi. 1, xvi. 11. 

No absolute perfection in this world (y. 9). — I. The truth that is 
here intimated is clear — 1. From express declarations of Holy 
Writ ; 2. From such instances as are undeniable ; 3. From the 
confessions of 6od*8 most eminent saints. II. The improyement 
we should make of it. It should call forth — 1. Our humiliation ; 
2. Our watchfulness ; 3. Our gratitude ; 4. Our love to Christ* 

Divers weights. — Here we have a true view of the way in which 
nearly all travelling merchants deal with their customers. See 
that Mohammedan pedlar with his bag« over his shoulder : the 
one contains his merchandise, the other his deceitful weights. 
He comes to your door, throws his bags on the ground, ajod is 
willing either to buy or to sell. Have you any old silver, gold, 
jewels, precious stones, iron, or lead, he is ready to be your 
customer ; but he only buys with his own weights, which are 
much heavier than the standard. Should you, however, require 
to purchase any articles, then he has other weights by whidi he 
sells ; and you may often see him fumbling for a oonsideiable 
time in the bag before he can find those which are less in weight 
than the regular Btandard.<< 

11. by his doings, bee. conduct everywhere is the revelation 
of character. Some think this should be his " plays or sports :"' 
but the word means, " the individuid results of the chOd's self- 
determination." pure, or clean.^ 

Honesty in a child. — ^In a country school a large class were 
standing to spell. In the lesson there was a very hard word. I 
put the word to the scholar at the head, and he missed it ; 1 
passed it to the next, and the next, and so on through the whole 
class, till it came to the last scholar — ^the smallest of the class,— 
and he spelled it right ; at least, I understood him so, and he 
went to the head, above seventeen boys and girls, aU older than 
himself. I then turned round and wrote the word on the blad 
board, so that they might all see how it was spelled, and learn it 
better. But no sooner had I written it than the little boy at Uie 
head cried out, " Oh, I didn't say it so. Miss W ; I said e in- 
stead of i ; " and he went back to the foot, of his own accord. 
quicker than he had gone to the head. Was not he an hones' 
boy ? I should always have tliought he spelled it right if he ha<l 
not told me ; but he was too honest to take any credit that did 
not belong to him.' 

12, 13. (12) Lord hatli made, and so will surely take 
account of how both are used. (13) sleep, that of the slothful. 
Comp. ch. xii. 11, xix. 15. open thine eyes,« intimating that 
the resistance of slothf ulness is a moral duty. Be wide awake, 
this is a secret of prosperity. 

Tlie ear and the eye {v. 12). — ^Two practical conclusions. I- 
That God should be studied in these organs. 1. In them the 
Divine wisdom is manifest ; 2. And also the Divine goodness ; 3- 
The Divine wisdom is symboUsed. II. That God should be served 
in these organs. 1. Translate the sensations they convey to os 
into Divine ideas ; 2. Apply the Divine ideas to the formation of 
our characters.* 
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JEducate your sleep. — ^We do not plead for a very limited 
qnantity of sleep. Many persons have liabituated themselves to 
8 yeiy sparing allowanoe of four or five hours on the average ; 
and, perhaps, abstaining from all animal food, and from all im- 
proper and very much proper excitement, this is enough. But 
there are few for whom it is sufficient; from seven to eight 
hoars should be the average of your sleep. As the mind becomes 
powerful, and the body loosens its hold upon it, sleep flies away ; 
intense mental occupation forbids long slumber ; the mind says, 
'^ Sleep no more." Yet we find, to be '^ a long and sound sleeper " 
is included by the oldest writers among the signs of longevity. 
What hours of time, however, are murdered through the turning 
again to slumber 1 What hours, my friends, have you and I 
murdered I Alas, alas I Have we lost one hour a day ? Three 
hundred and sixty-five hours in the year ; in ten years we lose 
one year of labour. What histories might we have read ! what 
languages have acquired I what studies might we have con- 
quered 7 A year's labour entirely thrown away. But perhaps, 
instead of one hour a day, two, three, four ; and what a squander- 
ing is here ! Yes, if you would create and make time, educate 
your sleep I' 

14 — ^16. (14) naught, etc^ comp. Ge. xxiii. 15. It is the 
CQstom of Eastern traders to chaffer much over their prices. 
The buyer will complain in order to get goods cheaper, 
boastetli, of the article whidi, by undervaluing, he secured so 
cheap." (15) precious jewel, lU. a vessel of preciousness : or 
most precious of all ; comp. ch. iii. 14 — 16. (16) take his 
garment, this represents the order of the judge.^ Ch. xxii. 27. 
strange woman,« better read as plural, *' strangers." Ch. 
xxvii. 13. 

Knowledge lies not in mere words, — I heard two persons on the 
Wengem ^p talking by the hour together of the names of ferns ; 
not a word about their characteristics, uses, or habits, but a 
medley of crack-jaw titles and nothing more. They evidently 
felt that they were ventilating their botany, and kept each other 
in countenance by alternate volleys of nonsense. Well, friend, 
they were about as sensible as those doctrinalists who for ever 
talk over the technicaUties of religion, but know nothing by ex- 
perience of its spirit and power. Are we not all too apt to 
amuse ourselves after the same fashion ? He who knows mere 
Linnaean names, but has never seen a flower, is as reliable in 
botany, as he is in theology who can descant upon supra- 
lapsarianism, but has never known the love of Christ in his 
heart. 

*' True religion's more than doctrine, 
Something must be known and felt." ' 

17 — ^19. (17) bread of deceit, secured by means of trickery. 
moutli . . gr^avel, Heb. and Arab, phrase for getting into 
trouble. Sand or gravel in the mouth is peculiarly unpleasant. 
(18) by counsel, ch. xv. 22. good . . war, Lu. xiv. 31. The 
word for advice is lit. pilotings : and is interesting as a maritime 
metaphor. (19) talebearer, ch. xi. 13. flattereth, or opens 
his lips ; talks too freely, so is pretty sure to do mischief." 

Talebearing. — The carrying of a tale, and reporting what such 
a one said or such a one did, is the way to sow such grudges, 

VOIi. VIT. O.T. N 



sound of any bell 
awoke men to 
labour or devo- 
tion ; in summer 
as oft with the 
bird that first 
rouses, or not 
much tardier, to 
read good 
authors till at- 
tention be weary, 
or memory have 
its full fraught, 
then with useful 
and generous 
labours presenr- 
ing the body's 
heedth and haidi- 
ness." — John 
MUton. 

V. 13. /. La/onte^ 
87 ; B. Newton, i. 
167; Dr. J. Jor- 
tin, iii. 302; /. 
Slade, iy. 105. 
h Dr. Thomas, 
e Paxton Hood. 

a "The v. cen- 
sures the well- 
known craft, 
the deceitful 
misrepresenta- 
tion, with which 
business men 
seek to buy their 
wares as cheap 
as possible, below 
their value if 
they can."— 0. 
Z9ckler. 

b " Distrain upon 
him, even to his 
garment, bee. he 
is surety for a 
stranger, and 
may soon be 
reduced to beg- 
gary, and then 
thou wilt not be 
able to recover 
anything of 
^im:'— Words- 
worth, 

e "Strange 
women havo 
strange ways of 
impoverishing 
men to enrich 
themselves." — 
MaL Henry, 
d Spurgeon. 



a "Those who 
love to tell news 
will hardly keep 
secrets." — Faus- 
set. 
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*' To bear an open 
slander is a 
curse : bat not to 
find an answer is 
a worse."— Ooici. 

h Dr. SouOL 



a Fr. tU. 9. 

b "He points to 
the man who» 
with a TOBBoioafl 
greed for wealth, 
seizes erery 
of^rtunity t o 
attain it, regard- 
leas of truth, 
honour, and 
justice, and thus 
becomes rich in a 
short time. But 
he is not blessed. 
Disoovery comes 
and clothes him 
with infamy, 
conscience is 
roused and tor* 
ments him. The 
curses of the de- 
frauded and the 
frowns of the 
Almighty are 
over him." — 
Jktv. ITumuUf DJ>. 

*'God only looks 
to pore and not 
to full hands."— 
LaJbertiMS. 

e WTtUeerou. 



a "He that 
studleth lerengie 
keepeth His 
wounds open." — 
Lord Baeon. 

b De. xxxiL 36; 
Pr. xxiv. 29; 1 
Pe. ill. 9. 

€ Jer. z. 28. 

9.22. H.BoySt^n. 

V. 25. Bishop 
AndretoeSf Opus- 

CUlOf 1. 

"What is becom- 
ing is honest, and 
whatever is 
honest must al- 
ways be becom- 
ing."— Cfc«*o. 



to kindle sach heartrbuniiDgB between persons, as oftentimes 
break forth and flame to the consumption of families, coaits, and 
perhaps at length of cities and kingdoms. The mischief such 
incendiaries do is incredible, as being indeed for the most part 
inevitable. And a vine or a rose tree may as well flourish when 
there is a secret worm lurking and gnawing at the root of them, 
as the peace of those societies thrive that have such concealed 
plagues wrapped up in their hearts and bowels.^ 

20, 21. (20) cnrseth, etc., Ex. xxi. 17 ; Le. xx. 9 ; Mat. xv. 
4. lamp, or candle ; fig. of life. Gh. xui. 9. obsottre dark- 
ness,' lit the apple of the eye of darkness. "He shaU be 
wrapped in the darkness of poverty, disappointment, and re- 
morse." (21) may be, these words are better left ont 
gotten hastily, greedily sought after by unjust means.* This 
may refer to the violent doings of the bad son of verse 20. 
not be blessed, God only witnesses to that wh. is righteous 
and good. 

The biter hit. — ^A certain counsellor, famed for his eloquence, 
and notorious for his covetousness, and who seldom oonsidered 
the goodness of the cause which he undertook, provided his dient 
could pay him, was consulted by a robber, who promised him a 
large reward if he brought him off. The pleader so dexterously 
managed the matter, that he saved the rogue from the galbws ; 
and the client, to show his gratitude to his friend, so soon as he 
was set at lib^y, hastened to his. house, and presented him with 
a thousand crowns. The counsellor, in return, solicited the 
favour of his company to supper, and the night being stomLy^ 
fartlier invited him to lodge, which offer he accepted. The 
gruest rose in the middle of the night, found the way to the room 
of his host, and without ceremony bound and gagged him, re- 
pocketed his thousand crowns, and broke open a chest, in which 
he found plenty of money, with which, after bidding him good 
night, he marched off in triumph. Though the conduct of the 
robber calls for the strongest reprobation, the counsellor, by 
screening him from justice, deserved no better a return.' 

22—26. (22) I will reoompense,« see Ro. xii 17—19.* 
save tbee, from the evil ; and perhaps also is meant, fr. the 
revengeful spirit. (23) divers weights, r. 10. (24) man's 
goings, <? lit, stately stoppings of a strong man. Prob. here, the 
issues, the places where a man goes to. understand . . way, 
so as to take it into his own management. (25) devonreth, or 
hastily maketb a vow, without due consideration ; as did Herod, 
and Saul the king. 

A providential escape. — An incident of the war in Ameriea. — 
The following curioufi incident is told in a letter from the camp 
of the Secessionists : — " As their general, Kirby Smith (Uie 
general of tiiie Mdliylanders), was nearing the battle-fldd, with 
the troops for reizd^orcement, they met the wounded and some 
stragglers going away from the field, and General Smith begged 
that one of them would show him the way to the battle. All 
said it would be certain death, as they had not the countersign. 
He asked again, ' Will no one guide me to the battle V A Hr. 
Hamilton said it might cost him his life, but he would do it As 
they got near Beauregard's pickets, Hamilton raised his left axm. 
making signs to them, but tiiey pointed their guns towaids him ; 
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and as lie thought He woald be instantly shot, he prayed, ' Grod 
have mercy npon me/ and, in the fervour of his prayer, raised 
his right hand upwards also. It was the countersign — botili arms 
raised — ^and he was saved. Was it not a most remarkable Provi- 
dence thus to have it given to him ?" 

26 — ^28. (26) soattereth, us «. 8. wheel,* the' threshing 
roller. This separates the chaff from the wheat. Gomp. word, 
" tribulation." (27) spirit, or life ; that wh. God breathed into 
us, wh. distingfuishes us from the low^ animals.* inward, ete.j 
i.e. his most secret thoughts. (28) meroy and truth, oomjf. 
ch. iii. 3, xvi. 6 — 12. 

Conscience (v. 27). — I. What is the office of conscience? 1. 
Not a distinguishing, but an impelling faculty ; 2. An impulse 
to be like Grod ; 3. The inward or^fan of God ; 4. The basis of all 
morality. II. What is our duty with regard to it ? 1. To inform 
it ; 2. To assist it; 3. To obey it. III. What does the Gospel do 
for it ? 1. It makes it sensitive ; 2. It renders it tranquiL' — 
Conscience. — I. The office of conscience. 1. To distinguish 
between right and wrong ; 2. To incite to the performance of 
what is right, and the avoidance of whist is wrong ; 3. To com- 
mend what is right, and to censure what is wrong. II. Our duty 
with regard to it. 1. To recognise its supremacy; 2. To listen 
to its voice ; 3. To consult its records ; 4. To get it readjusted in 
accordance with the will of the Lord of the conscienoe.' 

Power of conscience. — Bessus. — It is said of Bessus, a native of 
Pelonia, in Greece, that being one day seen by his neighbours 
pulling dovim some birds' nests, and passionately destroying the 
young, they severely reproved him for his ill-nature and cruelly. 
He replied that their notes were to him insufferable, as they never 
ceased twitting of the murder of his father. 

29, 30. (29) their strength, bodily vigour.* 1 Jno. ii. 14. 
(30) blneness, etc.j lit. joinings : ^* the process of uniting the 
edges of a wound throws off purulent matter." stripes, the 
fig. for corporal punishment, then for all chastisements, in- 
ward, etc.f as V. 27.* 

Youth and age. — Should a youth despise the advice of a grey- 
headed man, the latter wUl point to his hairs. When young 
men presume to give advice to the aged, they say, " Look at our 
grey hairs." Do old people commit things unworthy of their 
years, the young ask, " Why have you these grey hauB ?" inti- 
mating they ought to be the emblem of wisdom.^ 



CHAPTER THE TWENTY-FIRST. 

1, 2. (1) as the rivers, etc., the irrigating channels ;' or 
the rivers, wh. God fills as He pleases, and guides on their free 
course through the valleys. It is implied that God uses kings 
for the blessuig of Bis people. And it is also implied that there 
is no independent sovereignty. (2) every way, etc., see ch. 
xvi. 2.* 

Orod aaid the human raoe (w. 1 — 3). — ^In these verses we have 
God. unfolded to ua — ^L As Ihe Controller of human hearts. 1. 
Thin is an undoubted foot; 2. It interferes not with human 
resposfiibility. H. As the Judge of hiunan character. God 

N 2 



He who opposes 
honesty never 
had any. 



a Is. xxviii. 27, 
28. 

b "Such a life, 
with all its 
powers of in- 
sight, oonscions- 
ness, reflection, 
is as a lamp wh. 
Qod has lighted, 
throwing its rays 
into the darkest 
recesses of tiie 
heart." — 5/)*. 
Com. 

V. 27. Bp. Riut, 
Rem. 21 ; Dr. /. 
Foster, iv. 76 ; S. 
Louellf 201. 

e W. W. Whpth*. 

d G. Btvoks. 

Conscience— 
"God's vicege- 
rent in the sooL" 
— Btichan. 



a Pr. xvi 81, 
xvii. 6. 

b "Trials brlnpr 
nranftuM to face 
with God— G Oil 
and he touch."—- 
F. W. RoberttML 

v. 29. Dr.G.LoMS' 
<oii,175. 

eRobertt. 



«'"'Sama suppose? 
there is an allu- 
sion to a gar- 
dener directing 
the rills of water 
through the dif- 
ferent parts of 
his ground, and 
that the com- 
parison is be- 
tween the ease 
with which the 
gardener d o e s- 
this, and the ease 
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witb wh. the Al- 
mighty controU 
the purposes and 
volitions of the 
hnman soul," — 
Dav. Thomat, 
DM. 

h Pr. xiv. 12, xvi. 
25. 

r. 1. Dr.T.ChtU' 
merit vi 62. 

c Dr. Thomat. 

" Man, through 
ignorance first, 
and need of 
knowing, fell. 
Now, grown so 
wise, he thinks 
he lacketh no- 
thing ; no, not 
God. Is .faith 
here? I have 
missed her from 
the earth this 
many an age." — 
DaiUy. 

c Bailey. 



a 1 Sa. XT. 22 ; 
Ps. 1. 7—16 ; Is. I. 
11 ; Ho. vi. 6 ; 
Mi vi. 7. 8. 

" This maxim of 
the Prov. was a 
bold saying then ; 
it is a bold saying 
still."- iSfton/«y. 

b Swelling of 
heart. 

c « The evil spirit 
called sin may be 
trained up to po- 
liteness, and 
made to be gen- 
teel sin ; it may 
be elegant, culti- 
vated sin ; it may 
be very exclusive 
and fashionable 
sin ; it may be 
i ndustrious, 
thrifty sin; it 
may be a great 
political mana- 
ger, a great com- 
mercial operator, 
a great inventor ; 
it may be learned, 
scientific, elo- 
quent, highly- 
poetic sin I Still, 
it is sin."— J7u«A- 
nell. 

4 Roberts. 



judges character — 1. Not acooxding to their own estimate ; 2. 
Not according to the result of their conduct ; 3. But by the heart 
III. As the approver of human goodness.* 
The (nngin of man. — 

Mstus : Whence are we ? 

Luniet: Child of the royal blood of man redeemed, 

The starry strain of spirit, thence we are. 

This, therefore, be thy future and thy fate. 

As water putrefied and purified, 

Seven times by turns, will never more corrupt. 

So thou and thine whole race, all change endured, 

Through doubt, sin, knowledge, faith, love, power, and bliss, 

Shall practise every note of Being's scale. 

Till the whole orb coharmonise with heaven, 

And pure imperial peace rule all below ; 

Till, star by star, these bright and sacred seats, 

Whose ancestry of sempiternal suns 

Gomes of the vast and universal void. 

And in whose lineage of light yon earth 

Seems but a new possession scarcely worth 

Accepting or rejecting, shall at last 

Into primordial nothingness relapse ; 

And man, the universal son of God, 

Who occupied in time those starry spheres, 

Regenerate and redeemed shall live for aye, 

Msbde one with Beity ; all evil gone. 

Dispersed as by a thunderclap of light.*^ 

8, 4. (3) do jastioe, etc^ the comparative unimportanoe of 
ceremonial comes into full view in the later Jewish literatoie.* 
(4) high look, haughtiness of eyes ; the expression of pride. 
prond heart,^ in wh. conceited and boastful feelings are 
cherished, plowing, i.e. the broad lands which he has to plough, 
and is so conceited about, sin, this it is, however attradive its 
aspect may be.'' 

Note on V. 4. — ^The margin has, instead of ploughing, light : 
<' The light of the wicked." The Tamul translation has, the 
lamp of the wicked. In Eastern language, as well as in the 
Scriptures, the word lamp is often used to denote the life of man : 
but in this passage it means the prosperity of the wicked. 
" Look at Yalen, how brightly does his lamp bum in these days !" 
*' Yes, his lamp has now a thousand faces." Thus the haughty 
eyes, the proud hearts, and the prosperity of the wicked, were 
alike sinful before Grod. The lamp (i.e. prosperity) of the wicked 
is sin.' 

A poor apprentice. — A poor boy was put an apprentice to a 
mechianic, and being the youngest of those bound to tiie same 
master, was often sent on errands ; they frequently required him 
to fetch spirituous liquors, declaring that it did them good. 
They often urged him to partake of the intoxicating potion with 
them, but he invariably and resolutely refused. He was in con- 
sequence treated by them with mockery and Bcom ; often weep- 
ing in solitude on account of their derision and insults. Bat 
mark the sequel. Everyone of l^ie scofiSng apprentices became a 
confirmed drunkard, but the abstinent youth reidised a fortune 
of about £20,000. He employed nearly a hundred men, all of 
whom renounced the use of spirituous drinks. He also exerted 
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a very beneficial influence npon thouBands more, helping to fit 
them not only for nseful and honourable positions on earth, but 
also for eterzLal happiness in the world to come. 

5 — 7. (6) diligent, here, " keeps steadily on," « in opposition 
to '' excited haste,** the contrast is bet. steady industry and rash- 
ness.* Fortunes suddenly gained are often as suddenly lost ; 
wealth earned by patient labour is usually well stored. (6) by 
a lying tongue, put generally for deceptive methods.*' vanity, 
eto.^ lit. " is a fieeting breath of them that seek death." The 
word vanity suggests the fig. of chaff or stubble in the wind. 
seek death, camp. ch. viii. 36, xvii. 19. robbery, wh. all 
wealth secured by deception must be called, destroy them, 
sweep them away.' do judgment, or that wh. is just and right. 

Tlie right and the wrong road to plenty {vv. 5 — 7). — Desirable 
to have plenty of a good thing : money, knowledge, etc., good 
things. I. The right road. Diligence, which stands opposed — 

1. To laziness ; 2. Bashness. II. The wrong road. 1. Falsehood 
is a wrong road ; 2. Dishonesty .« 

Covetoumess. — ^Tarpeia, the daughter of Tarpeius, keeper of the 
Boman capitol, agreeid to betray it into the hands of the Sabines, 
on this condition : " that she should have for her reward that 
which they carried on their left arms," meaning the golden 
bracelets they wore upon them. The Sabines having been let in 
by Tarpeia, according to compact, Titulus, their king, though 
well pleased with carrying the place, yet detesting the manner 
in wMch it was done, commanded the Sabines to give the fair 
traitor her promised reward, by throwing to her all they wore on 
their left arms ; on which, unclasping his bracelet from his left 
arm, he cast that, together with his shield, upon her. All the 
Sabines following the example of their chief, the traitress was 
speedily overwhebned with the number of bracelets and bucklers 
heaped upon her, and thus perished miserably under the weight 
of &e reward which she had earned, by the double treachery, to 
her father and to her country./ 

8, 9. (8) froward, pervei-se, or crooked, strange, the Heb. 
word used here means, gui U -burdened ; and the clause should 
read, Crooked is the way of the guilty man. right, and there- 
fore is sure to have right issues. "What is right is evermore 
expedient, binding, and performable." (9) corner,*** a turret, or 
arbour on the roof, brawling, contentious, complaining, 
quarrelsome.* wide hOTlse, lit. "house of companionship," or 
a house shared with her. Perhax)s also suggesting a house occu- 
pied by several families. 

T7te vm.regenerate and tlie regenerate (vv. 8, 9). — I. The way of 
the unregenerate — 1. Is froward ; 2. Strange ; neither the original 
nor the authorised way. II. The way of the regenerate — 1. Pure ; 

2. Bight in action. A right work implies — (1) A right standard ; 
(2) A right motive.* 

Hmiee-Toofs in the East. — How pleasant soever the arbour, or 
wicker-closet, upon the roof, may be during the burning heats of 
summer, it must be very disagreeable in the rainy season. They 
who lodge in either at that time, must be exposed continually to 
the storm beating in upon them from every quarter. In allusion, 
perhaps, to this uncomfortable situation. Solomon observes : " It 
is better to dwell in a comer of the house-top, than with a brawl- 



o " The man who 
labours in Bubr 
stantial and con- 
tinuous methods, 
as opposed to the 
impatient, rest- 
less fortune- 
hunter, who is 
easily led to 
adopt base and 
deceitful modes 
of acquiring." — 
0. ZSckler. 

b "Undue hurry- 
is as fatal to suc- 
cess as undue 
procrastination." 
—Spk. Com. 

Pr. xii. 11, xiii. 
11, xix. 2, XX. 21, 

xxviii. 20. 

e " Falsehood is a 
great fortune- 
maker here in 
England, and al- 
though it is a 
short and popv- 
lar road, it is 
ultimately a 
ruinous one."— 
Dav.Thomas,D.D. 

d " The orig. fig. 
seems rather to 
suggest, cut with 
a mw." — Fattuet. 

e Dr. D. Thomat. 
f Whiteerots. 

a " The comer of 
the flat roof of an 
Eastern house 
was exposed to 
all changes of 
weather, and the 
point of the Pro- 
verb lies in the 
thought that all 
winds and storms 
wh. a man might 
meet with there 
are more endur- 
able than the 
tempest within." 
— Spk. Com. 

b Socrates being 
asked, "Why 
he endured 
his wife ? " re- 
plied, "By this 
means I haTe a 
schoolmaster at 
home, and an ex- 
ample how I 
shoiUd behBTe 
myself abroad. 
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Far I shaU be the 
more qniet with 
others, being 
thus daily exer- 
daedand taaght 
in the (orbeoring 
of her." 

t Dr. D. Thomtu. 

"AsalittlesiMirk 
many times set- 
teth a whole 
honse on fire, 
even so a con- 
tentioos and fny- 
ward person, of a 
little matto- of 
nought, maketh 
much debate and 
iliTision among 
lovers and 
friends."— Co »- 
dtvy. 

dFtixton, 



a **So strongly 
does he desire to 
do evil that he 
will not even 
spare his friend 
if in his way."— 
Fau$$et. 



h "Let the law 
be executed upon 
a scomer, and 
even he that is 
simple will be 
awakened and 
alarmed by it, 
and will discern, 
more than he did, 
the evil of sin, 
and will take 
warning by it." 
— M€U. Henry. 

P& bdT. 7—9. 

e J>r. />. Thomas. 

** Wi 8 d o m, 
though richer 
than Peruvian 
mines, and 
sweeter than the 
sweet ambrosial 
hire,— what is 
she but the 
means of happi- 
ness ? that un- 
obtain'd, than 
folly more a 
tooL."— young. 

d Ben Jotuon. 



iDg wooDoan in a wide honae :" in a comer formed with bongbs or 
nuheB into a little aibonr, which, althoagh cool and pleasant in 
the dry and snltzy' months of summer, is a cool and dieerless 
lodge when the earth is drenched witii rain, or coyered with 
snow. The royal preacher, in another ProYerb, compares the 
contentions of a wife to the oontinnal dropping- of an arbonr, 
placed npon the honse-top, in the rainj season, than which it is 
not easy to concelTe anytMag more disagreeable : '^ The oonten* 
tions of a wife are a continnal dropping ; " an incessant and nn- 
avoidable canse of uneasiness or vexation. Instmcted probably 
by his own feelings, harassed and goaded, as was meet, by the 
daily qnarrels of his seraglio, he returns in a sacceeding apothegm 
to the snbject : " A continnal dropping in a very rainy day, and 
a contentions woman, are alike." It appears from these Fioverbs 
that the booths were generally constmcted in the comer, where 
two walls met, for greater safety ; for, on the middle of the roof, 
they had been too much exposed to the storm. This is confirmed 
by Br. Bussel, who remarks, in a manuscript note, that these 
booths in Syria are often placed near the walls ; so minutely 
correct are even the most incidental observations of the inspired 
writers.' 

10, 11. (10) deslreth, loveth and seeketh. neighbour., 
eyes, i,e. '' on account of his violent wickedness and selfishness, 
even his friend experiences no sympathy from him."" (11) 
when, etc.f oomp. c£l. xix. 25. The idea of the r. is, that while 
the simple will only learn by the terrors of punishment,* the 
wise learn by teaching. 

The wicked (vv. 10 — 12). — They are here presented to us in 
three phrases. I. As animated by the worst of dispositions. 1. 
Malignity ; 2. Derision. II. As subject to Divine punishment 
1. From the principle of moral causation ; 2. From the opera- 
tions of moral memoiy ; 3. From the declarations of Scripture ; 
4. From the history of mankind. III. As studied by the good. 

1. The influence of their punishment when studied by the simple ; 

2. When studied by the wise ; 3. When studied by the righteous.' 
True wisdom. — 

Learn to be wise, and practise how to thrive : 

That I would have thee do ; and not to spend 

Your coin on every bauble that you fancy, 

On every foolish brain that humours you. 

I would not have you to invade each place, 

Nor thrust yourself on all societies, 

Till men's ejections, or your own desert, 

Should worthily invite you to your rank. 

He that is so respectleas in his courses, 

Oft sells his reputation at cheap market. 

Nor would I that you should melt away yourself 

In flashing bravery, lest while you affect 

To make a blaze of gentry to the world, 

A little puff of scorn extinguish it, 

And you be left like an unsavoury snuff, 

Whose property is only to offend. 

I'd ha' you sober and contain yourself : 

Not that your sail be bigger than your boat ; 

But mod'rate your expenses now (at first) 

As yon may keep the same proportion still. 
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Nor stand bo mnch on yonr gentility, 

Which, is an aiiy and mere borrowed thing, 

From dead men^e dust and bones ; and none of yonrs, 

Except yon make, or hold it/ 

12. righteous, etc., the word man is not xiecessary. The 
reference is to God as the '^ righteous One." * overthroweth, 
or precipitates ; makes to slide down. 

Religion of the heart, — The Bev. K. Major, a missionary in 
Ceylon, once visited a poor leper, who had been led, through the 
instructions which he had received, to feel his sinful state by 
nature, and his need of a Saviour ; and having come to the Lohl 
Jesus, he had found pardon and peace, so that, in the midst of all 
his outward wretchedness, he was enabled to rejoice in the hope 
of the Gospel. He was accompanied by a native, of whom he had 
much hope. Having conversed with the poor leper, who was 
now in a deplorable state as to his body, but filled with holy joy 
and peace of mind, on leaving the hut, the native said, with much 
emphasis, " Oh, sir, that man is going to heaven ! " " What makes 
you think so ? " replied Mr. Major ; '' could not you say the same 
thing?" *^ Ah, sir! I know it," said he; *'but that man feels 
it/' Does not this reply of the poor man suggest to us the differ- 
ence between real and nominal religion, between that which in- 
fiuenoee the heart and brings forth fruit in the life, and that 
with which, alas I too many are content, — ^the mere head know- 
ledge, whidi will stand us in no stead when the tempests of 
disease and death rage around us ? ^ 

13. stoppeth . . poor, as determined to give no heed to his 
cry. Disregard of tiie poor and needy is sin against the brother- 
hood, cry himself, the law of retribution will surely reach 
him." " If the cries of the poor be not heard by us, they will be 
heard a^gainst us.'' 

The cry of tlie poor (r. 10). — Let us consider three things. I. 
Social distress — the poor. 1. The deserving poor ; 2. The un- 
deserving. II. Social heartlessness. Who should regard this cry ? 
I. The wealthy ; 2. The legislating. III. Social retribution.^ 

The slothfid. — He is full of wishing, but far from working. 
As the cat, he would fain have the fi&, but is unwilling to wet 
his feet ; his desires are destitute of suitable endeavours, and 
therefore rather harm him than help him. like Ishbosheth, he 
lieth on his bed till he is deprived of his life. He thinketh to 
be hurried in haste to heaven, to be carried as passengers in a 
ship, asleep in their cabins, to their haven, but is all the while in 
a deceitful dream. There is no going tx) those heavens where 
Christ is in His glory, as the sick man came to the house, where 
Christ was, in his estate of ignominy, let down in a bed/ — Note on 
r. 13. — ^The sluggard is fond of sleep ; and, to excuse his slothful- 
ness, he makes use of the pretence, when he is to go out of his 
house in the morning dawn, and to follow his business, that he 
mig-ht fall a prey to one of the wild beasts which prowl about 
daring the night. When it becomes dark, the people of the East 
shut themselves up in their houses for fear of the wild beasts. 
Thus Alvarez, in his account of Ethiopia, says, that " in Abyssinia, 
as soon as night sets in, nobody is to be seen abroad for fear of 
'Wild beasts, of which the country is full." * 

14. gift, usually, as here, with the idea of a hrile. in secret. 



a Comp. Pr. zzii. 
12; Jobxzxiy.17. 
•* By this 
righteous One 
G-CMi is meant, 
the supreme 
judge and re- 
warder." — 0. 
ZOckler, etc. 
** Other com. pre- 
serve the rrfer- 
en oe to the 
righteous man, 
and trans, as 
follows: 'The 
righteous man 
teacheth or gives 
instruction to the 
house of the 
wicked, to turn 
away the wicked 
from evil."'— 
Boothroyd. 
"The just man 
thinks maturely 
concerning tiie 
house of the 
wicked, that he 
may draw awa^ 
the wicked from 
eviL"— FttJpate. 
b B. T, Treasury. 



a lOus. in Hatt. 
xviii 23—84. 

" Howard's rule 
was this, a rule 
wh. he embodied 
in his noble life, 
' That our super- 
fluities give way 
to other men's 
convenience ; 
that our conveni- 
ences give way to 
other men's ne- 
cessaries; and 
that even our ne- 
cessaries give 
way sometimes to 
other men's ex- 
tremities.'"— 
Dav. Thomas, I).D. 

"Charity is the 
scope of all Grod's 
commands." — St. 
Chrysostom. 

IJno.iii. 17; Jas. 
ii. 13. 

b Dr. 2). Thomas. 

c Swinnoeke. 

dRosenmsMer 



a And so McU. 
Henry f who says 
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" CovetousneBS is 
com m o nly a 
master sin, and 
has the cozmnand 
of other lasts." 

** I desire to re- 
concile me to his 
friendly peace: 
'tis death to me, 
to be at enmity ; 
I hate it, and 
desire all good 
men's love." — 
Shaketptare. 

&Ex.xxiii.8; De. 
xvi. 19 ; Ec. x. 19. 

c Cheever. 



a" A slight tone 
of irony is per- 
ceptible in the 
word for 'abide.' 
'He shall find a 
resting-place, but 
it shall be in 
Hades.'"— i^*. 
Com. 

&" Here is a clear 
testimony to a 
state of retribu- 
tion after death." 
— Wordsworth. 

Jer. xiy. 10. 



V. 16. 

41. 



/. Medey i. 



c E. Phillips. 

" Many delight 
more in giving 
of presents than 
in paying their 
debt 8." — Sir 
Philip Sidney. 



a Ps. civ. 16 ; Pr. 
xxvii. 9. 

Economy is in- 
come. 

" Profligate vo- 
luptuousness, 
with its expen- 
sive viands, its 
luxurious refine- 
ments, its costly 
establishments, 
audits foolish 
pastimes, makes 
light work with 
fortunea" — Dav. 
Thomas, D.D. 
& Pr. xi. 8; Isa. 
xliiiS. 
c Dr. ThofMU. 



BO delicately done that none may know it, and the honour of him 
who takes it may seem to be preserved. Zockler prefers the idea 
that skilful liberality is meant here.' pacifiethi, or bends, 
extingfuishes. a reward, this word suggests that the refereioe 
in both sentences is to bribes.^ in tli6 bosom, i.e. the lap or 
fold of the garment where it is secreted. 

Fitz- James <md hig sovereign. — It is said of Sir John Fitz-Jamas, 
that the instant he was seated on the bench, he lost all recollec- 
tion of his best friends, that would in the least degree have intei- 
fered with the administration of justice. A relation once solicited 
a favour of him. " €k>me to my house," said he, " and I will deny 
you nothing ; but in the king's court I must do you justice.' 
The attorney-general was weak and criminal enough to request 
his interest on the part of the king, in a cause to be tried before 
him. " I will do the long right," he replied. A verdict was 
given against the crown, and the attorney-general expostulated 
with Fitz- James, who dismissed the subject by adding, ^' I could 
not do his majesty right, if I had not done justice." ' 

15, 16. (15) joy, etc., virtue is its own reward. Righteons 
ways are pleasant ways. The idea here is that the righteous lore 
right doing, and do not need the impulse of g^ft or reward. 
workers of Iniquity, who act unrighteously, on consideration 
of bribes. (16) wandereth., at his own will. This word is con- 
trasted with remain^ or abide. The man may think he wanders, 
but really he remains.^ dead, Heb. Mephaim, giants.^ "He 
shall never see the joys of the future life." 

The wanderer's gloomy state (v. 16). — I. What is meant by 
wandering out of the way of understanding ? 1. The book of 
nature and of Providence is the way of understanding ; 2. So is 
the Book of Revelation ; 3. The place of pure worship. II. Ob- 
serve the wanderer's gloomy state. 1. The dead are those wbo 
are dead in sin ; 2. Those who are doomed to eternal death.' 

Rohhing the widow. — Sir Thomas Morels judgment. — ^A gentle- 
man of rank had wronged a poor widow of a sum of money, and 
was ordered by Sir T. More, when lord chancellor, fortibiwith to 
make restitution of the property, with the costs attending the 
suit. " I hope then your lordship will grant me a long day to 
pay." " I will grant your motion," instantly replied the chan- 
cellor. '' Monday next is Barnabas day, which is the longest in 
the whole year ; pay it then to the widow without fail, or I will 
conmiit you to the Fleet Prison." 

17, 18. (17) pleasure, sport, indulgence, costly luxury. 
Things opposed to business, and serious duty, poor man, bee. 
a pleasure-seeking life is expensive, and drains income, instead of 
adding to it. wine and oil, or perfume ; the familiar symbols 
of social festivity.* (18) a ransom, an atonement, or propitia- 
tion. " The Divine wrath turns from him who is comparatively 
righteous to fall upon the head of the evil doer." * 

Self-indulgence (v. 17). — ^I. It involves an extravagance of ex- 
penditure, n. A fostering of laziness. Hence it leads to— I. 
Material poverty ; 2. Intellectual poverty ; 3. Spiritual poverty.* 

Opinion of Rousseau. — " It is impossible," says Rousseau, "that 
an establishment [the theatre at Geneva] so contrary to ooi 
ancient manners can be generally applauded. How many gene- 
rous citizens will see, with indig^nation, this monument of Inxozj 
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and effeminacy raise itself upon the ruins of our ancient simpli- 
city I Where would be the imprudent mother who would dare to 
carry her daughter to this dangerous school ? And what respect- 
able woman would not think herself dishonoured in going there ? 
In aU countries the profession of a player is dishonourable, and 
those who exercise it are everywhere contemned." ^ 

19. better, etc., oomp. v, 9." wilderness, Hel. "the land of 
the desert." oontentious, or quarrelsome, angary, or passion- 
ate. " Even those that are one flesh, if they be not withal one 
spirit, have no joy of their union." 

Matrimonial migery (v. 19). — I. The torturing power of a brawl- 
ing wife. U. Even uncomfortable positions are preferable to 
her company. 1. The comer of a housetop; 2. The wilderness. 
III. The demoralising power of sin. IV. The caution required 
in matrimonial alliances.^ 

Eaxtem scolds, — ^The termagants of the East are certainly not 
inferior to those of their own sex in any part of the world : in 
some respects, the females are perhaps more timid and retired 
than those of Europe ; but let them once go beyond the prescribed 
bounds, and let their powers be brought fairly into action, and 
they are complete furies. Has any one caused a woman's child 
to cry, does a neighbour intimate that she is not what she ought 
to be, or that some of her friends are no better than they should 
be, the whoop is immediately sounded, and the brawl begfins. 
She commences her abuse in her best and highest tone of voice : 
vociferates all the scandal she can think of, and all she can in- 
vent. Sometimes she runs up to her antagonist, as if about to 
knock her down : again she retires, apparently to go home ; but, 
no I she thinks of something more which ought not to be lost, 
and again returns to the contest. At intervals (merely to vary 
the scene) she throws up dust in the air, and curses her opponent, 
her husband, and her children. Should the poor woman not have 
been blessed with a progeny, that will not be overlooked, and a 
tiionsand highly provoMng and indecent allusions will be made. 
See her fiery eyes, her dishevelled hair, her uplifted hand, and 
she is more like a fury from another regfion than a human being. 
One of their philosophers describes some of the defects in young 
females whidi ought to deter any man from marrying them. 
"Those who love to be at the house of other people, who are 
great sleepers, who love dancing and other sports, who are 
wounded by the arrows of Cama (Cupid), who love before their 
fathers betroth them, who have voices like thunder, who have 
tender, or rolling, or cat eyes, who have coarse hair, who are older 
than yourself, who are full of smiles, who are very athletic, who 
are caught in the hell of useless and strange religions, who despise 
the gooroo, and call the gods statues ; ^ve nothing to do with 
them." Solomon says, in another place, " The contentions of a 
wife are a continual dropping ; " and the Tamul proverb has it, 
" She is like the thunder of flie rain, and is ever dbropping."« 

20, 21. (20) oil, "the precious unguent wh. represents 
wealth." By care and diligence the wise preserve and increase 
wealth.* spendeth it up, lit, swalloweth it up : wastes it. 
fieference may be to the foolish son who wastef ully squanders 
all his father may have carefully gathered for him. (21) 
followetli after, earnestly seeking, really endeavours to live 



"A thouBand 
evils do afflict 
that man which 
hath to himself 
an idle and un- 
profitable c a r - 
ca8e."~/SaZfa#/. 
d Cheever. 

a 1 Cor. vii. 15. 

& Dr. D. Thomas. 

An Eastern sage 
says, "Should 
one woman 
scold, the whole 
earth will shake ; 
should two com- 
mence, the sign 
Pisces will f aU ; 
if three join in 
the brawl, the 
sea will dry up ; 
but if four try 
their powers, 
what will become 
of the world?" 
In the Sean (I ft 
Purana it is said, 
" It is better for 
any one to fall 
into hell, than to 
perform the 
duties of a house- 
hold er with n 
woman who will 
not respect her 
husband's word. 
Is there any other 
disease, any other 
yamd^ than 
spending life 
with such a 
woman ? " 

e Roberts. 

"Two things 
well considered 
would prevent 
many quarrels ; 
first, to have it 
well ascertained 
whether we are 
not disputing 
about terms 
rather than 
things; and, se- 
condly, to exa- 
mine whether 
that on which we 
differ is worth 
contending 
about."-C. Colton. 



a "The Wiseman 
keeps a store in 
reserve. He 
gains uprightly, 
spends mode- 
rately, never ex- 
hausts himself." 
—Sjik. Com. 
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"If a rich man 
iB proud of his 
wealth, he ahoald 
not be praised 
until it is known 
how he spends 
it."~Soeraies. 
b 1 KL iii U; 
Mat. ▼!. 33. 
V. 31. Bp, Sprat, 
195. 

e Dr. D. Thomas, 
In one of Eng- 
land's great ca- 
thedrals rests one 
whose grave- 
stone, according 
to his own direc- 
tions, bears but 
the single word 
Mis errimus, 
"most miser- 
able." He was a 
man of wealth 
and position, cr 
his sepulchre 
could not have 
been there. This 
is not an infre- 
quent confession 
of the rich. 
d Carlple. 

a Ec Tii. 19, ix. 
16. 

"Strength, want- 
ing judgment 
and polioy torule, 
overtumetii it- 
self."— ifomcff. 

I " Give not thy 
tongue too great 
a liberty, lest it 
take thee pri- 
soner. A word 
imspoken is, like 
the sv^ord in the 
scabbard, thine ; 
if vented, thy 
sword is in 
another's hand. 
If thou desirest 
to be held wise, 
be so wise as to 
hold thy tongue." 
— Quarles. 

e "Humility to 
superiors is duty, 
to equals cour- 
tesy, to inferiors 
nobleness, and to 
all it's safety."— 
Sir Thos. More. 

d Dr. D. Thomas. 

Bishop Latimer, 
when examined 
before Bonner, 
at first answered 
without much 
thought, but, 
hearing the noise 



righteouslj and cliantably. life . . honour, in additson to the 
" righteonsneaB " he seeks.^ In the longf run public respect, and 
places of honour, *are sure, to come to the good. 

Wealth in relation to character (v, 20). — ^I. It is desirable for 
the good. 1. He will get out of it good for his own soul : 2. He 
will use it for the good of others. II. It is undesirable for the 
wicked. 1. He spends it on himself ; 2. He squanders itaway.^ 

Evils of profligacy. — ^To bum away, in mad waste, the Biyine 
aromas and plainly celestial elements from our existence; to 
change our holy of holies into a place of riot ; to make the soul 
itself hard, impious, barren ! Surely a day is coming, when it 
will be known again what virtue is in purity and continence of 
life ; how divine is the blush of young human cheeks ; how high, 
beneficent, sternly inexorable if forgotten, is the duty laid, not 
on women only, but on every creature, in regard to these pa^ 
ticulars. Well^ if such a day never come again, then I perceive 
much else will never come. Magnanimity and depth of insight 
will never come ; heroic purily of heart and of eye ; noble, pions 
valour, to amend us and the age of bronze and lacquer, how can 
they ever come ? The scandalous bronze-lacquer age of hungry 
animalisms, spiritual impotencies and mendacities will have to 
run its course, tUl the pit swallow it.'' 

22—24. (22) soaleth, etc., as illus. 2 Sam. v. 6—9 ; 1 Chr. 
xi. 6 — 9. In war counsel and good judgment are of more im- 
portanoe than brute strength." strength, the tower or fortreeB 
on wh. they chiefly rely. (23) whoso, etc., conLp. ch. xiii 3. 
xix. 6. tongue, the unruly member.* (24) scomer, or 
scoffer.* 

The government of the tongue (v. 23). — ^I. Such a goyenmient is 
necessary. From an ungovemed tongue come — ^1. Troubles on 
self ; 2. Troubles of social distress ; 3. Troubles on others. II- 
Such a government is x^acticable. 1. The tongue is not an is- 
volunta^ organ ; 2. Consider the silence of Christ when before 
His insulting judges.'' 

Slips of the tongue. — Slips of the tongue are sometimes found 
very inconvenient by those persons who, owing to some unlucky 
want of correspondence between their wits and their utterance, 
say one thing when they mean to say another, or bawl out some- 
thing which the slightest degree of forethought would hftve 
kept unsaid. But more serious mischief arises from that misuse 
of words which occurs in all inaccurate writers. Many are the 
men who, merely for the want of understanding what they siy. 
have blundered into heresies and erroneous assertions of every 
kind, which they have afterwards passionately and pertinadoosly 
defended, till they have established themselves in ihe profeseion, 
if not in the belief, of some pernicious doctrine or opinion, to 
their own great injury, and that of their deluded followers, sod 
of the commonwealth.^ — Conversation. — ^Tasso's conversation w« 
neither gay nor bnlliant. Dante was either taciturn or satirical. 
Butler was sullen or biting. Gray seldom talked or smiled. 
Hogarth and Swift were very absent-minded in company. 
Milton was unsociable, and even irritable, when pressed into 
conversation. Kirwan, though copious and eloquent in public 
addresses, was meagre and dull in coUoquial discourse. Vii;^ 
was heavy in conversation. La Fontaine appeared heavy, ooane, 
and stupid ; he could not Efpeak and describe what he hiad jvt 
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seen ; but then he was the model of poetiy. Chaucer's eilenoe 
was moie agreeable than his oonyersation. Dryden's conversation 
was slow and dull, his humour saturnine and reserved. Ck)meille 
in conversation was so insipid that he never failed in wearTing* ; 
he did not even speak oorreotly that lan^ag>e of which he was 
each a master. Ben Jonson used to at eaXent in company, and 
sack his wine and their humours. Southey was stiff, sedate, and 
wrapped up in asceticism. Addison was good company with his 
intimate friends, but in mixed company he preserved his dignity 
by a stiff and reserved silenoe. Fox, in conversation, never 
flagged; his animation and variety were inexhaustible. Dr. 
Bentley was loquacious. Grotius was talkative. Goldsmith 
wrote like an angel, and talked like poor Poll. Burke was 
eminently entertaining, enthusiastic, and interesting in conver- 
sation. Ourrain was a convivial deity ; he soared into every 
region, and was at home in all. Dr. Birch dreaded a pen as he 
did a torpedo ; but he could talk like running water. Dr. 
Johnson wrote monotonously and ponderously, but in conversa- 
tion his words were dose and sinewy ; and if his pistol missed 
fire, he knodced down his antagonist With the butt of it. Cole- 
ridge, in his conversation, was full of acuteness and originality. 
Leigh Hunt has been weU termed the philosopher of hope, and 
liknied to a pleasant stream in conversation. Carlyle doubts, 
objects, and constantly demurs. Fisher Ames was a powerful 
and effective orator, and not the less distinguished in the social 
circle : he possessed a fluent language, a vivid fancy, and a well- 
stored memory/ 

25, 28. (25) kiUetli him, wasting away his life. His 
desire keeps him from health-bringing labour. Special diseases 
affict the lazy and slothful. (26) ooveteth ^eedily, lit 
" every day he wisheth a wish." « giveth, by diligent labour he 
gains enough and to spare.^ 

Sloth (vv, 25, 26). — Solomon seems to attach to it here several 
enls. I. Suicide. Several things tend to kill such a man. 1. 
Ennui ; 2, Disappointment ; 3. Envy ; 4. Poverty ; 5. Bemorse. 
II. Greed. III. Unrighteousness.* 

Love of work, — ^Mr. Fletcher accepted the living of Madeley in 
preference to another of more than double the value wMch Was 
offered him about the same time, his previous intercourse with 
the people having excited within him an affection which would 
not suffer him to be separated from them, and which remained 
luiabated till his death. The circumstances connected with his 
appointment were remarkable and characteristic. One day Mr. 
Hill informed him that the living of Dunham, in Cheshire, then 
vacant, was at his service. "The parish,*' he continued, *'is 
small, the duty light, the income good (£400 per annum), and it 
is situated in a fine healthy sporting country." After thanking 
Mr. Hill most cordially for his Mndness, Mr. Fletcher added, 
*' Alas ! sir, Dunham will not suit me : there is too much money 
and too little labour." " Few clergymen make such objections," 
said Mr. Hill ; " it is a pity to decline such a living, as I do not 
know that I can find you another. What shall we do ? Would 
yon like Madeley ?" " That, sir, would be the very place for me." 
"Myobject, Mr. Fletcher," rejoined Mr. Hill, "is to make you 
comfortable in your own way. If you -preter Madeley. I shall 
find no difficulty in persuading the present vicar to exchange it 



of a pen behind 
the curtain, he 
concluded that 
his words were 
being taken 
down, and be- 
came more cau- 
tious. The re- 
cording angel 
takes down not 
our words only, 
but also our deeds 
and thoughts. 

" O tbat delight- 
ful engine of her 
thoughts, that 
blabb'd them 
with such pleas- 
ing eloquence, is 
torn from forth 
that pretty hol- 
low cage, where, 
like a sweet melo- 
dious bird, it sung 
sweet varied 
notes, enchant- 
ing evCTy earl" 
— Shakespeare. 

e Southey. 

f ChanAert. 



a *• He carries 
constantly the 
same intense 
longing for pos- 
session and en- 
joyment, but 
stops with this 
indolent wishing 
and dreaming, 
without imssing 
over into ener- 
getic action."— 
0. stickler. 

b Eph. iv. 28. 

c Dr. D. Thomas. 

Long ago the 
birds have fin- 
ished their ma- 
tins, the sun has 
advanced full 
high, the dew has 
gone from the 
grass, and the 
labours of in- 
dustry are far in 
progress, when 
our sluggard, 
awakened by his 
very efforts to 
maintain sleep, 
slowly emerges to 
perform life's 
great duty of 
feeding, with him 
second only in 
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mportance 
sleep. 

dR.T.S. 



to 



a Jno. iii 11 ; 3 
Pe. i. 16—18. 



«. 87. 
308. 



T. Daviety 



b Dr.D. Thomat. 

"This I always 
religiously ob- 
served, as a rule, 
never to chide 
my husband 
before company, 
nor to prattle 
abroad of mis- 
carriages at 
home. What 
passes between 
two people is 
much easier 
made up than 
when once it 
has taken air." — 
Enumits, 

"Some men are 
very entertain- 
ing for a first in- 
terview, but after 
that they are ex- 
hausted, and run 
out ; on a second 
meeting we shall 
find them very 
flat and monoto- 
nous : Uke hand- 
organs, we have' 
heard all their 
tunes." — C. Col- 
ton. 

"I hate anything 
that occupies 
more space than 
it is worth. I hate 
to see a load of 
bandboxes go 
along the street, 
and I hate to see 
a parcel of big 
words without 
anything in 
ihem."—HazUU. 

" "Words are like 
leaves; and 
where they most 
abound, much 
fruit of sense be- 
neath is rarely 
found."— Pop*. 



c Chambers, 
d Johnson. 



for Donliam, which is worth more than twice as mnch." In 
this way he became vicar of Madeley, with which he was bo 
perfectly satisfied, that he never afterwards sought honour or 
preferment.^ 

27, 28. (27) saorifioe, etc., ch. xv. 8 ; Ps. 1. 9. abomina- 
tion, because a mere formality, withi a wicked mind, 
hypocrisy being altogether worse than inconsistency. Sacrifice 
may be used to sanction sin, then it must be most hateful. (28) 
false witness, ch. zLx. 5, 9. hearetli, attends carefully, so as 
to be able to report accurately, and give true testimony, con- 
stantly, or for ever. His witness will never be put to shame." 

Moral qvalities and their results {vv, 28, 29). — ^I. Falsehood 
and ruin. There are witnesses of lies in various departments of 
life. 1. In courts of justice ; 2. In literary paths ; 3. In soml 
circles ; 4. In religious teaching. II. Veracity and safety, m. 
Wickedness and effrontery. IV. Uprightness and self-control.* 

Decay of conversation. — ^The ancient art of talking is falling 
into decay. It is an ascertainable fact that, in proportion to the 
increased x>opulation, the aggregate bulk of conversation is 
lessening. People nowadays have something else to do bnt 
talk ; not only do they live in such a hurry that there is only 
leisure for just comparing ideas as to the weather, but they have 
each and aU a gross quantity of reading to do, which puts talk- 
ing out of the question. If persons remain at home, tiiey read : 
if they go to the sea-side, they read ; we have met misguided 
individuals out in the open fields with books in hand ; young 
folks have been seen stretched underneath trees, and upon the 
banks of rivers, poring over the opened page ; on the tope of 
mountains, in the desert, far within forests — everywhere, men 
now pull printed sheets from their pockets, and as the earliest, 
latest, highest occupation of this life, they read. The fact is in- 
contestably true, that modem men and women are reading them- 
selves into a comparatively silent race. Reading is the great 
delusion of the present time ; it has become a sort of lay piety, 
according to which the perusal of volumes reckons as good 
works ; it is, in a word, the superstition of the nineteenth cen- 
tury.* — Styles of conversation. — ^He that would please in company 
must be attentive to what style is most proper. The scholastic 
should never be used but in a select company of learned naen. 
The didactic should seldom be used, and then only by judidoof 
aged persons, or those who are eminent for piety or wisdouL Xo 
style is more extensively acceptable than the narrative, because 
this does not carry an air of superiority over the rest of the com- 
pany, and therefore is most likely to please them : for this pnr- 
pose we should store our memory with short anecdotes and 
entertaining pieces of history. Almost every one listens with 
eagerness to extemporary history. Vanity often oo-opci»t« 
with curiosity, for he that is a hearer in one place, wishes to 
qualify himself to be a principal speaker in some inferior com- 
pany, and therefore more attention is given to narrations than 
anything else in conversation. It is true, indeed, that salliee of 
wit and quick replies are very pleasing in conversation, but they 
frequently tend to raise envy in some of the company ; but the 
narrative way neither raises this, nor any other evil paaoon, but 
keeps all the company nearly upon an equality, and, if judicioiisiy 
managed, will at once entertain and improve them all.' 



Cap. zzi. 29-^1.] 



PROVERBS. 



205 



29. hardenetli ■ his face, is obstixiate in his self-will, 
direoteth, or oonsidereth. He is willing to receive counsel. 
He acts advisedly." 

Sympathy with the poor. — ^Her Majesty, it is well known, has 
greatly endeared herself to the country people in the neighbour- 
hood of Bahnor^ by going about among them, sending presents 
to some, and interestmg herself in the circumstances of almost 
every one. It appears that a short time ago Her Majesty and 
the Prince, in the course of their walks in the neighbourhood of 
the castle, met a little boy whom they stopped and spoke to, 
inquiring whether he was at school, and what his parents were. 
It appeared that the little fellow's father is dead, and that his 
motiier is in poor circumstances. Next day orders were given by 
Her Majesty for a suit of clothes to be sent to the boy, along with 
a Bible, in which his name was to be written.* 

Benevolence. — 

*Tis written with the pen of heavenly love 

On every heart which skill Divine has moulded ; 
A transcript from the statute-book above. 
Where angels read their Sovereign's will unfolded. 

It bids us seek the holes where famine lurks, 
Clutehing the hoarded crust with trembling fingers, 

"Where toil in damp unwholesome caverns works. 
Or with strained eyeballs o'er the needle lingers. 

It bids us stand beside the dying bed 
Of those about to quit the world for ever ; 

Smooth the toss'd pillow, prop the aching head, 
Cheer the heart-broken, whom death hastes to sever. 

And those who copy thus Christ's life on earth, 
Feeding the poor, and comforting the weeper, 

WiU all receive a meed of priceless worth, 
When ripely gather'd by the Heavenly Keaper.' 

30, 81. (30) against the Lord, no resisting Him, so all 
life plans shotdd be made in dependence on His w^. " Wisdom 
that would assert itself in opposition to the Divine, is not wis- 
dom, but sheer folly."* (31) horse, Sc. type of warlike strength. 
Ps. XX. 7. safety, or victory.* 

The sailor and the crocodile. — Campbell, the sailor, being at 
63a, felt one evening when near the shore a disposition to bathe. 
His companions would have dissuaded him from it, as they had 
recently seen several sharks ; but being partly intoxicated, he 
would not listen to their persuasions. Nearly as soon as he was 
in the water, his companions saw an alligator directing his 
course towardiis him, and considered his escape &om death totally 
impossible. They fired at the alligator, but in vain. Campbell 
became aware of his danger, and immediately made for the shore. 
Or approacliing within a short distance of some canes and shrubs 
that covered the bank, and while closely pursued by the alligator, 
a ferodoQs tiger sprung towards him, at the very instant he was 
about being devoured by his first enemy. The eager tiger over- 
Leaped him, fell into the grasp of the alligator, and, after a loDg 
straggle, was killed by him. Campbell was conveyed to his 
vessel, gratef ally returned thanks to Providence which had pre- 
served him, and from that period a marked change waa observed 
in his character.^ 



a "There is a 
contrast in- 
tended bet. hard- 
ening himself, 
and hardening^ 
his way." — 
Wcrdjworth. 



t>. 29. 
71. 



B. Carter^ 



"'All my goods 
to feed the poor.' 
— The true and 
most significant 
sense is, ' Though 
I dole away in 
monthf uls all my 
property or 
estates.' Who 
that has wit- 
nessed the alms- 
giving in a Ca- 
tholic monastery, 
or the court of a 
Spanish or Si- 
cilian bishop's or 
archbishop's 
palace, where 
immense re- 
venues are 
syringed away in 
farthings to 
herds of beggars, 
but must feel the 
force of the 
Apostle's half 
satirical expres- 
sion ?"-Coleridge. 

b Whiteeross. 

e Ho us ehold 
Words. 



a 0. ZGckler. 



b Ps. Ixviii. 20; 
Ho. xiv. 3 ; Ac. 
V. 39. 



V. 30. Bp. Wilson, 
ii. 405; J.SauHn, 
V. 125. 



w. 30, 31. A^r- 
Magee, ii. 3S1. 



V. 31. Bp. Beve- 
ridge, viL 141. 



" Man, know thy- 
self I all wisdom 
centres there." — 
Young. 

e Cheettr. 
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r. 1. R. Oreen- 
haffit 25 9; Bp. 
Smallridgey 439; 
Dr. T. Coney y iil. 
17 ; Abp. Secktr, 
v.^31; G.J.Zolli- 
toffer, IL 247 ; 
I>r.S.C7Mrters,iL 
833. 

a J. McuieU* 

"Gentlemen, 
there has been no 
instance, and 
England is little 
likely to give the 
unexam pled 
spectacle, of a 
country saccesB- 
fol in the noble 
arts, yet in which 
the youths were 
frivolous, the 
maidens falsely 
religions, the 
men slaves of 
money, and the 
matrons of 
vanity. Not 
from all the 
marble of the 
hills of Luni wiU 
such a people 
ever shape one 
statue that may 
Stan d nobly 
against the sky ; 
not from all the 
treasures be> 
queathed to them 
by the great dead 
will they gather, 
for their own de- 
scendants, any 
inheritance but 
shame." — John 
Rtukin. 

b Hive. 

"Talents are 
nurtured best in 
solitude, but cha> 
racter on life's 
tempestuous 
BeeL,"--Goethe. 

e Howell. 

a Strike against, 
encounter each 
other. Not here 
used in an an- 
tagonistic sense. 

h Ac xviL 26, 26, 
28. 



CHAPTER TEE TWENTT-SECOND. 

1. gfOOd, this word ie supplied from Ee. viL 1. Thfir Talae 
of cha/raeter cannot be oveieBtimated. thaa great riches, 
these xnjBkj be good, but the good name is better. Sa does not 
speak against riches, but it puts them into their right and sab- 
ordinate place, loving favour, or as maig. " fiivouz is better, " 
etc. '^ Better than silyer or gold is goodwill." 

A good name (v. 1). — ^L ]£q>lain what is meant by this par- 
ticular phrase — ^^*A good name." It means a good character. 
The name of Christian is a good name as far as the word goes ; 
and this you have already. But it is no use to have a good name 
unless your name bespeaJb: your character, n. Why a fipood name 
is better than riches. 1. It lasts forever ; 2. All good names are 
written in the Lamb's book of life.^ — A good name. — ^Various 
pursuits of life. Some seek learning, others fame, others wealA : 
not many make ^^ a good name " the great end of life ; yet this is 
the best possession, as will appear if we compare the two and 
examine specially the superior excellence of the latter. X Com- 
pare the two. The getting: no credit in inheriting riches, 
different methods of getting wealth, " hajstlng to be ridli," etc.; 
good name got by right exercise of good qualities. The keeping: 
of wealth much anxiety, may provoke pride in us, envy in others, 
guarding often more troublesome than getting ; good nameyieldB 
constant satisfaction to its owner, will benefit aU who strive to 
possess one. The leaving : wealth must be left to be fought for 
by those who survive, or perhaps be squandered ; good name lasts 
for ever, '''• name of wicked parish, righteous in everiasting re- 
membrance." II. Superiority of good name. Besades what is 
taught by the comparison, better to the owner; yields what 
wealth cannot ; better to others, as moral inflnence c^ a good 
man will do more good than wealth of a bad man ; better in last 
day. Without a good name (the name truly repasseiitiiig 
character) wealth may injure ; with it riches may prove a bless- 
ing. Abraham, Job, etc., had both ; but we thixtk macft of the 
good name than the wealth.*^ 

Importa/nce of cha/moter, — A f able. — ^Be wondrous waiy of yonr 
first comportments ; get a good name, and be very tender of it 
afterwards ; for it is like the Venice glass^ quickly czackei 
never to be mended, though patched it may be. To this purpose. 
take along with you this fable. It happened that Fire, Water. 
and Fame went to travel together. They consulted that if iStxtj 
lost one another how they might be retrieved, and meet again. 
Fire said, ''Where you see smoke, there you shall find rae." 
Water said, ''Where you see marsh, and moorish low gzousid. 
there you shall find me." But Fame said, " Take heed how yx^ 
lose me ; for, if you do, you wiU run a great haaacd nevor ta meet 
me again : there is no retrieving of me."« 

2. meet together," everywherein life we find both. Oottair 
homes for the poor lie close behind the squares and mauBODS of 
the rich. maKer . . all,^ humanity is one, the relation of all to 
Gk)d overrides distinctions of rank. '* B^ore the f^y"™*^ rela- 
tionship, all circumstantial distinctions vanish." 

The equality of men (v. 2). — I. Clearly state the anlgeatL II. 
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Show that it is the will of God that theie should be distinctloiui 
of rich and poor in the world. 1. Evident from Seripture ; 2. 
It is not inconsistent with God's justice, and is an argument for 
His wisdom. III. Application. 1. The rich should acknowledge 
God in aU ^eir enjoyments ; 2. The poor should be contented ; 
3. Apart from riches and poverty, all men are equal — they have 
the same nature, the same care of Providence, the same Christian 
privileges, the same judgment." 

Kviigs, princes^ aaid statesmen, — When P^sident Davies of 
America was in London, his fame as a pulpit orator reached the 
ears of King Greorge II., who expressed a strong desire to hear 
him. This was brought about, and Mr. Davies preached before a 
splendid audience, composed of the royal family and many of t^e 
nobility. It is said that while Mr. Davies was preaching, the 
Mng was at different times seen speaking to those around him, 
who were observed to smile. This appearance of irreverence in 
the house of Gkxl caught the attention of the preacher. After 
pausing, and looking sternly in that direction several times, he 
pn)oeeded in his discourse ; but the same conduct was still 
observed. The fearless preacher then exclaimed, '* When the lion 
roars, the beasts of the forests tremble ; and when King Jesus 
speaks, the princes of tiie earth should keep silence 1" The king 
is said to have gfiven a significant but courteous bow to the 
preacher, and to have sat very composedly and reverently during 
the rest of the service. The king is said to have been enraptured 
with the preacher's manner and eloquence, and to have been ex- 
pressing his delight to those around him. He sent for the 
preacher, who repeated his visit, and received from the king a 
handsome donation for the college.' 

3. fbreseeth., comp. ch. xxvii. 12. Foresight is an important 
practical quality. True wisdom is always associated wit^ fore- 
cast. 

Pmdenoe, — Two frieniis happening to quarrel at a tavern, one 
of them insisted that the other should fight him next morning. 
The challenge was accepted on condition that they should break- 
fast together at the house of the person challenged, previous to 
their going to the field. When the challenger came in the 
morning, according to appointment, he found every preparation 
made for breakfaist, and his friend with his wife and children 
teady to receive him. Their repast being ended, and the family 
withdrawn, without the least intimation of their purpose having 
transpired, tlie diallenger asked the other if he was ready to 
attend ? *' No, sir," said he, "' not till we are more on a par : that 
amiable woman, and those six lovely children, who just now 
breakfasted with us, depend, under Providence, on my life for 
snbfiistence ; and till you can stake something equal in my esti- 
mation to the welfare of seven persons dearer to me than the 
apple of my eye, I cannot think we are equally matched." " We 
are not indeed !" replied the other, giving him his hand. They 
became firmer friends than ever. — The boy m tlie coaUjpit. — ^A 
short time since, there was a dreadful explosion in one of the 
ooal-pita in Derbyshire. One boy of about twelve was missing 
toT some time ; several men were injured for life, and some were 
burnt to death on the wgot. Search was made for the boy, and 
his name was called along the roads in the pit. At length l^ey 
came to tbe place where he was last seen ; the ass he was driving 



V. 2. Dr. P. Da 
Moulin, 139 ; Dr. 
J. Conant, L 219 ; 
B. Newtm, i. 299 ; 
/. jSdttWn, iii. 69 ; 
T. Pyle, i. 87 ; Bp, 
Butler, 194; Bp. 
Conybeare, i. 189 ; 
T. White, 2SZ; T. 
Skeeler, 161; Dr. 
J. Lawsoriy 83; 
Dr. J. Jortin, i. 
77 ; A.Macdonnldy 
139 ; Bp. R. Wat- 
son, i. 448 ; G. J. 
Zollikciffer,i.b^', 
R. Naret, 184 ; R. 
irf(i/,vi.325; Bp. 
Maltby, 270 ; (7. 
D. HUl, 40; E. 
Bather, iii 462 ; 
W. Oreslejf, 1 ; /. 
W. Warier, 1119. 

e^.(?roM(1742). 

The wise man 
is iiutraoted by 
reason and is en- 
riched by faith — 
the fool is taught 
by necessity and 
pays little heed 
to ejq>erienoe. 

d WTiUterots. 



ff, 3. jT. ffortoHj 
269; R.P.Buddi" 
com, 2. 

James I. once 
said of armour, 
that "it was an 
excellent inven- 
tion, for it not 
only saved the 
life of the wearer, 
but it hindered 
him from doingr 
harm to anybody 
else." Equally 
destructiye to all 
usefulness is that 
excessive pru- 
dence upon 
which some pro- 
f e B B o r B pride 
themselves ; not 
only do they 
escape all perse- 
cution, but they 
are never able to 
strike a blow, 
much leas fight a 
battle for the 
Lord Jesus. 

** As knowledge 
advances, plea- 
sure passes from 
the eye to the 
ear; but returns. 
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as it declines 
from the ear to 
the eye."— John- 
son, 

a Comp. Fr. iii. 
16, Yiii. 18. 

Selden says — 
"Humility is a 
▼irttte all preach, 
none practise, 
and yet every- 
body is content 
to hear. The 
master thinks it 
good doctrine for 
the servant, the 
laity for the 
clergy, and the 
clergy for the 
laity." 

Alcibiades was 
boasting one 
day of his estates. 
Socrates took a 
map and bade 
him point out 
Attica. It was 
found, though 
smalL ** No w 
point out your 
estates." " They 
are too small to 
be distin- 
guished," was 
the reply. " See, 
then," said the 
ph ilosopher, 
"how much you 
are affectedabout 
an imperceptible 
point of land 1 " 

« Of trees I ob- 
serve God hath 
chosen the vine, 
a low plant 
which creeps 
upon the helpful 
wall; of all 
beasts, the soft 
and patient 
lamb; of all 
fowls, the mild 
andgall-less dove. 
To be humble to 
our superiors is 
duty; to our 
equals, courtesy ; 
to our inferiors, 
generosity." — 
Feltham. 

" We should often 
have reason to be 
ashamed of our 
most brilliant ac- 
tions if the world 
could see the mo- 
tives from which 
t)iey spring."-Za 
Hoehtfoueauld. 



lay dead, and the boy was alive and well in a hole. He said : " I 
was driving the ass, when I saw a bine blaze coming along the 
road, and tikLinking all was not right, I crept into this hole, and 
here I am, quite safe." 

4. by hTunility, wwir^. " The reward of humility." Owii and; 
read " wh. is the fear of the Lord." Genuine humility is the 
result of the fear of Grod.« 

7¥ue hvmUity. — True humility is not a cringing prostration of 
the soul before another man, because he is rich, or great, or 
learned, or noble, or royaL Nor is that humility which cringes 
and prostrates itself before the saints and the Virgin Mazy, and 
has constructed the gigantic corporation headed by t^e hienurchy 
of the Church of Rome. True humility courts not the smile 
(though it is thankful when it has it) of the great, and it fears 
not their frown. It leans not upon the mighty, because it leans 
upon the Lord. It bows itself to the dust before the least word 
from heaven ; it stands erect in, its conscious quality befoie the 
mightiest of human kind. Humility has often been arrayed in 
the most grotesque, in the most extravagant and ridiculous garbs. 
The mere ape of it has lived in solitudes, and perched for yean 
upon lofty pillars, dwelt in dark caves, and worn hair-doth 
dresses, has mutilated the body, starved and stinted the flesh, 
muttered long prayers, gone on weary pilgrimages, and passed 
the night in wearisome vigils, and all the while looked aromid if 
anybody was admiring so wonderful a model of humility before 
Gk>d and man. This is the mockery of it, t^e hypocrisy that 
assumes its gfuise, not the reality. This is the very humility that 
has gathered the faggots, kindled the flames, burned the saints ; 
that has scourged Europe with religious wars, pronounced oon* 
science a crime, reason a folly ; that has declared the child's 
smile was sin if it occurred upon the Sabbath, and that the ex- 
pression of the young heart — its loud and merry laughter— was 
inconsistent with real and true religfion. This is &e mockery, the 
forgery, the pretence, not the reali^. True humility is of another 
stamp. It calls no man master, and seems to worldly men to be 
pride, but it is only its deep deference to God that enables it to set 
man in his own lowly place. True humility prefers mercy to 
sacrifice ; does good and is silent ; bears suffering and is patient ; 
rises above schoolmen, priest, and tradition ; looks to Christ, sits 
at His feet, and learns only from Him. True humility will bid 
the priest, the Church, the minister, and the schoolmen remain, 
as Abraham his servants, at the bottom of the mount, while it 
rises to the loftiest crag of that mount, and deals alone with God. 
and holds communion with Him only. True humility oonn& 
holiness far more splendid than robes and phylacteries, prefen 
beneficence to ceremony, lives a divine life, and is not satisfied 
with merely talking about it and praising it. It wears not a 
hair-cloth shirt, nor whines when it speaks, nor puts on a boot 
and repulsive countenance, nor fancies that Ckxl can only be 
approached, and religion spoken of, in sepulchral tones. Bnt it 
does not seem to men to fast. It fasts before CU>d., Therein 
nothing of display and parade that would indicate it was of earth. 
everything to prove that it is implanted within from its Father 
in heaven. The kingdom of Grod is not meat, nor drink, nor 
phylactery, nor robe, nor rite, nor ceremony, nor outward appea^ 
ance, nor peculiar tone, nor strange oondnct ; but it is righteood- 
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neeSj and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghosb. Bo not affect 
humility. The moment humility is spoken of by him that has it, 
that moment it is gone. It is like those delicate things which 
dissolve the instant they are touched. Tou must seek out the 
violet ; it does not, like the poppy, ttirust itself upon your notice. 
The moment humility tells you '' I am here," there is an end 
to it.* 



5. thorns and snares, fig. of the perils of life, froward, 
set in contrast with the man of humility who fears the Lord. 
*^ He is the man of unbridled will, stubborn and headstrong." <* 
keep Ills soul, by due watchings and self -restraints.* 

Christian watchfulness. — ^As the sentinel on duty watches for 
the coming foe ; afi the sailor on deck watches for tiie coming 
danger from storm or breakers ; as the watclunan watches for 
the thief who seeks to plunder ; as Satan watches for oppor- 
tunities to sow tares, and ruin souls ; as the worldling watdies 
for " chances " to make a bargain ; as the pleasure taker watches 
for seasons, times, and companies for personal enjoyment ; as the 
lover of knowledge watches all openings for the increasing of his 
^owledge : so [£ould the Christian watch for the approach of 
his enemies, and be prepared for conflict and victory. He should 
watch for tibe dangers which beset his passage to the haven of 
rest, and, by the wisdom which cometh from above, avoid them : 
he E^ould watch for all occasions of usefulness in all ways in his 
power ; for all opportunities of laying up treasure in heaven ; for 
all means of promoting his purity and happiness; for all sources 
whence may flow an increase in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. " What I say unto one, I say unto aU, watch." " Watdi 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation." ' — The snare of evil 
companions, — Cooke, who was executed for a very awful murder 
at Leicester, in his confession to the town clerk, alluded to being 
connected with a society, formed principally of deistical young 
men, who frequented a public house in that town, in which the 
writings of Paine, Carlile, and other infldel authors were taken 
in and encouraged. He emphatically added, " I considered myself 
a moral young man, attending, as I did, some place of Christian 
worship three times a day ; tiU, unhappily, I got connected with 
the above and other infidel associations." ' 

6. train, initiate : press into, and so educate. '' The develop- 
ment of the intellectual and moral powers of the soul." a child, 
training must begin then. Childhood is the period in wh. life 
impressions are received.* way . . go, " according to the standard 
of his way ; " the path marked out for him. The way he should 
go, not the way he would go.* not depart, bee. early habits 
g-ain fixedness for life. 

2b parents (v. 6).— I, The duty. Train them— 1. Early ; 2. 
Intellectually ; 3. Morally ; 4. Religiously. II. The manner in 
w^hicb the duty is to be performed. 1. By precept ; 2. Example ; 3. 
Discipline ; 4. Education. III. Encouragements for its discharge. 
A record to the happiness of — 1. The duld ; 2. Hie parents ; 3. 
Society.' — Education. — I. The philosophy of education. 1. The 
susceptibility of childhood ; 2. The durability of impressions. 
II. Tie art of education. 1. The discipline of the will; 2. Of 
tlie conscience. III. The religion of education. 1. Eight views 
of Grod ; 2. Obedience to His will ; 3. Love of His character.'' 
vol.. VII. O.T. 



6 Dr. Camming. 



a "Self-willed 
stubbomneBS has 
always led men 
into perplex- 
ities."— 2)ar. 
ThomoMf D.D, 

6 "Let him that 
would be little in 
temptation be 
much in prayer. 
True prayer 
strikes at the 
root of all sin, 
and by it our 
souls are pre- 
served safe in 
God's keeping." 
—Qtt oted by 
NicholU, 

Je. xxiii. 15, 13; 
1 Jno. V. 18. 

e Bate, 



"There Is small 
chance of truth 
at the goal where 
there is not a 
childUke humi- 
lity at the start- 
ing post." — Cole- 
ridge. 

d R. T. S, 



a " Comp. Ger- 
man proverbs, 
•Young accus- 
tomed is done 
old.* *What 
little Johnnie 
does not learn, 
Johnnie learns 
never.' And the 
familiar Eng. 
prov., ' Just as 
the twig is bent 
the tree is in- 
clined.'"— 0. 
Zikkler. 

b " The Prov. en- 
joins the closest 
possible study of 
each child's tem- 
perament, and 
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the adaptation of 
his • way of life ' 
to that."— 5;)*. 
Com. 

** Of all the men 
we meet with, 
nine parts out of 
ten are what they 
are, good or bad, 
useful or not, ac- 
cording to their 
edncation." — 
Locke., 

La. ill. 27; Eph. 
vi4; 3TLiii.l6. 

V. 6. Dr. W. Hop- 
kins, 345 ; Dr. H. 
Burton, iL 413; 
P. Ifewcom, i. 1 1 
Dr. R. Souther. 5; 
Abp. TUloisoiu iv. 
3; Dr. P. Dad" 
dridge, ii. 1 ; J. 
Wesley, vii. 86 ; 
Dr. W. PcUey, i. 
280; T. Dwight, 
iY.dS; Ed. Irvfnff, 
231; S. MelvUl; 
Syd, Smith, 837 ; 
Dr. W. F. Hook, 
192. 

c Q. Brooks. 

d W. W. Whythe. 

e Doddridge^ 



a "It should be 
our endeayour to 
keep as much as 
may be out of 
debt. Some sdl 
their liberty to 
gratify their 
luxury."— J/idt 
Henry. 

Mat. xviii. 25 ; 
see De. xxviii 12. 
b 111 - gotten 
gains will not 
prosper. 

*'Such was Sen- 
nacherib in oldjen 
time, such was 
Napoleon in our 
own day. Never 
had the world so 
extensive a sower 
of iniquity, never 
one reaped a more 
abundant har- 
vest of vanity. 
The rod of anger 
was he to the 
nations of the 
earth. But how 
utterly was the 
rod suffered to 
fail, when the 
purpose was ao- 



Advioe to parents, — Be veiy solicitouB that others may be 
brought to a oare about the one thing needful. If it be needful 
for you, it is 80 for your children, your friends, your servants. 
Let them, therefore, see your ooncem in this respect for them, as 
well as for youzselyes. Let parents, especially, attend to this 
exhortation, whose care for their ofiEspring often exceeds in other 
respects, and fails in this. Bemember tihat your children may 
never live to enjoy the effects of your labour and concern to get 
them estates and portions. The charges of their funerals may 
perhaps be all their share of what you are so anxiously carefd 
to lay up for them. And, oh \ think what a sword would pierce 
through your very heart, if you should stand by the corpse of a 
beloY^ ciiild with this reflection, ^* This poor creature has done 
with life before it learnt its great business in it, and is gtme to 
eternity, which I have seldom been warning it to prepare for, 
and which, perhaps, it learnt of me to forget." < — Influence o/ 
parental piety. — In a certain village there were nineiy-eiglit 
settled families having children over ten years of age. Is 
tweniy-seven of them l^th parents were pious 1 In these twenty- 
seven families there were one hundred and twenly-five children 
over ten years old. Eighty-four, or about two-thirds of these 
children, were pious. La nineteen of the ninety-eight faimliefi 
only one of the parents — ^the mother, with a single exceptioib' 
was pious. Of the ninety-five children they contained, thuty- 
one — one-third — ^were pious. In the remaining fifty-two fiamilieB 
neither parent was pious t Of their one hundred »ad thirty-ninfi 
children only thirteen, not one-tenth, w^re pious. These facte, 
the fruit of careful investigation, strikingly illustrate tib^e im- 
mense power of parental influence for good or ill. Piety in both 
parents won two-thirds of their little ones to Christ: in one 
parent, one-third ,* where no piety existed, only one-tenth (and 
they were saved by the Sunday sdiool) were lovers of God I 

7, 8. (7) mleth over, actually gives him who i)osse8Bes it an 
authority over others, servant^ is under obligation to him, and 
so must beg and serve.* (8) soweth, ete., comp. Job vi. 1 — S : 
6a. vi. 7, 8. vanity, or calamity.* fail, trans, "the staff of 
his haughtiness vanisheth away." *^ Abused power will not last,*' 
marg. " shall be Consumed."' 

The social rule of wealth (v. 7).-^I. This rule should always be 
a generous one. II. It is frequently tyrannic. III. It is ever 
temporary. Apply : — ^We are reminded — 1. Of the responsibility 
of the rich ; 2. Of the temptation of the poor ; 3. Of tihe wiedom 
of the diligent.** 

Advantages of wealth, — ^Wealth is an application of mind to 
nature ; and the art of getting rich consists not in industry, much 
less in saving, but in a better order, in timelinesB, in b^ng at the 
right spot. One man has stronger arms or longer legs ; ano&er 
sees by the course of streams the growth of markeisy where laod 
will be wanted, makes a clearing to the river, goes to sLe^, and 
wakes up rich. Steam is no stronger now t^n it was a hundred 
years ago ; but it is put to better use. A dever fellow ir^ 
acquainted with the expansive force of steam ; he also saw the 
w^tih of wheat and grass rotting in Michigan. Then he cun- 
ningly screws on the steam-pipe to the wheat crop. Puff now. 
steam 1 The steam pufEs and expands as before, but this time it 
I is dragging all Midugan at its back to hungry New York and 
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liungij Eng^land. Goal lay in ledges under the ground sinoe the 
Flo(^, until a labourer, with pick and windlass brings it to the 
surface. We may well call it black diamonds. Every baeket is 
power and civilisation. For coal is a portable climate. It carries 
the heat of the tropics to Labrador and the polar circle ; and it is 
the means of transporting itself whithersoever it is wanted. 
Watt and Stephenson whispered in the ear of mankind their 
secret, that a half ounce of coal will draw two tons a mUe ; and 
coal carries coal, by rail and by boat, to make Canada as warm as 
Calcutta, and with its comforts bring its industrial power.' 

9. beautifal eye, Bed. "good of eye;" see "evil eye," ch. 
xxviii. 22 : who looks round in kindness and friendliness ;<> is of 
a beneficent disposition, be blessed, "charity being twice 
blessed, blessing him who gives and him who takes." 

Genuine philanthropy (v. 9). — I. The kindliness of its disposi- 
tion, " a bountiful eye.' II. The beneficence of its activity. III. 
The reward of its service. 1. He shall be blessed with the com- 
mendation of his own conscience ; 2. With the grateful affection 
of the poor ; 3. With the approbation of Grod.* 

Christian sympathy. — ^An instance of the late Dr. M'Crie's sym- 
pathy with his people, and of the noble disinterestedness which 
all along distinguished him, is recorded by his biographer, which 
deserves to be mentioned. His congregation, knowing his diffi- 
culties, proposed in 1798, a year in which provisions were high, 
some addition to his stipend. No sooner did the report come to 
his eaiB, than he addressed to them an affectionate letter, in which 
he declined accepting of the proposed augmentation, and urged 
upon his flock the diligent improvement of the means of grace. 
**1 would wish," said he, "to rejoice in my stipend, as one of the 
fruits of my preaching among you ; but the consideration of this 
being a burden to you wouM deprive me of this joy, and even 
hurt me in the exercise of my ministiy, Gro on, my brethren, in 
jour regular attendance on the ordinances of Christ ; abound yet 
more and more in the fruits of righteousness ; let me have joy in 
beholding your good order, and the steadfastness of your faith in 
Christ ; and every other thing shall, in due time, be added to me." 
A year or two afterwards, in a season of great scarcity, he even 
formally proposed to give up a portion of his stipend ; an offer, 
however, which his attached flock did not accept. Such instances 
of disinterestedness on his part raised him still higher in his 
people's affection, and to the end of his life they generously and 
honourably provided for Ms support and comfort.* 

10, 11. (10) scorner, or scoffer, as ch. zxi 24. Such a man 
excites others to contention, therefore he should be chased away.'* 
( 11) pnreness of heart, or better, "with a pure heart, whose 
lips are gracious." king . . friend, i.e. such a man is sure to 
win favour and acceptance. Such a man " stands fair for pre- 
ferment." 

The lam of kindness. — The two sclwla/rs. — " There, now, the bell 
rings ; and I'U be off 1 " said Charles B. to his playmate ; " and 
you may gather up the marbles, and put away the tools." " Now, 
Charles, don't go. pray don't. If you leave me, I shall be too late, 
and the door will be shut, and I shall be fined." " Fined ! you 
paltry little nuser, and what care I for that ? " and off he scampered 

fast as his legs could carry him. From another part of the 

02 



complished I de- 
spoiled of em- 
pire, shorn of 
greatness, an 
exiled captiye." 
— Bridges, 
e Isa. i. 28. 
V, 8. T. Barring- 
ton, 1 152. 
d Br. B. Thomas, 
e Emerson. 



a ''An eye that 
seelra out objects 
of charity, be- 
sides those that 
offer themselves ; 
an eye that, upon 
the sight of one 
in want and 
misery, affects 
the heart with 
compassion ; an 
eye that, with 
the alms, gives a 
pleasant look, 
wh. makes the 
alms doubly ac- 
ceptable." — i/a«. 
ffewy. 

Fs. zli. 1; Is. 
xxxii. 8, Iviil 10, 
11. 

b Br. B. Thomas. 

" Like the sea 
anemone, which 
feels the first re- 
turning wave 
upon the rock, 
and throws out 
aU its tendrils, 
so the tender na- 
ture of some in- 
dividuals will 
give forth all its 
sympathies at the 
dfightest intima- 
tion of human 
woe."— Rev. John 
Everett. 
e Whiteeross. 



a " Sc orners 
foster strife by 
their taunts and 
revilings." — 
Fausset. 

Fs. ci. 6 ; Mat. 
V. 8. 

v.W. Br.J.Bonnef 
vi. 99. 

•* n e g reat 
reason why men 
practise gene- 
rosity so little in 
the world is their 
finding so little 
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there. Gene- 
rosity is catch- 
ing ; and if so 
raanj escape it 
it is, in a smnll 
degree, for the 
rame reason that 
con n trym c n 
escape the small- 
pox — because 
they meet with 
no one to give it 
lo them." — Ore- 
vUle. 



""Whatever miti- 
gates the woes 
or increases the 
happiness of 
others is a jnst 
criterion of good- 
ness ; and what- 
ever injures so- 
ciety at large, or 
any individual in 
it, is a criterion 
of iniquity. One 
should not qnar- 
rel with a dog 
without a reason 
sufficient to vin- 
d i ca t e one 
through aU the 
courts of mo- 
rality."— (7oZd- 
smith. 



b Not a 
to Spare. 



Minute 



a Dav. Thomas, 
D.D. 

h 0. ZSckler. 
2 Chr. xvi. 9 ; Ps. 
xxxiv. 15. 
e "He defeats all 
the counsels and 
designs of false 
nnd treacherous 
men, and turns 
them to their 
own confusion." 
— Mat. Henry. 
"Cities shall fall, 
kingdoms shall 
come to nothing, 
empires shall fade 
away as the 
smoke, but the 
truth of the Lord 
shall continue for 
ever. Burn it, it 
will rise again ; 
kill it, it will live 
again ; cut it 
down by the root, 
It will spring up 



same playgronnd ran a number of boys, amongst whom was a 
fine tall lad, who, in parsing, saw little Hany's d&tress. ** What'g 
the matter, my little fellow ? " " Oh I Fred, Charles and I were 
at play together ; and he has left me to gather np all ihe marbles. 
and to put the tools away. He said he could * not spare a minate' 
to help me, and I know I shan^t be in time, and master will be so 
angry, and fine me." " Never mind, Harry I I'll help you ; and 
we'll soon scramble up the marbles, and be in time, too ; and if 
not, I'll pay half your fine, and my own into the bargain. Come. 
cheer up 1 The two boys made haste, and reached the school- 
room door just before it was finally dosed. Fred had always 
time to spare for kind actions, and money to spare for generous 
ones. Charles had neither time nor money for any but himself. 
Fred had a pious and judicious father, and an equally devoted 
mother, whose only care had been to Izain up their son in the 
fear of Grod, and in kindness and beneficence to all around him. 
That morning he had repeated to his father at the breakfast-table, 
as his texts for the day : " As we have therefore opportunity, let 
us do good unto all men," Gal. yi. 10 ; and " Be ye kind one to 
another, tender-hearted," Ephes. iv. 32. Fred thought of his 
texts when he saw his little schoolfellow in trouble. Charles, too. 
had a father ; but a far different man. He boasted of his son's 
fine spirit, and prognosticated from it something great in the 
future man. But what kind of spirit did he manifest ? He was dis- 
obedient to his mother, teasing to his sisters, unkind to his school- 
fellows, gave trouble to the servants. His spirit, on which his 
father built his hopes, was, in fact, an evil spirit, far removed 
from the spirit of the only perfect Man, who was also perfect 
God, '' the man Christ Jesus." The boy grew up to be a godless, 
selfish, overbearing young man ; a grief to his x>arents. "What in 
childhood they had laughed at they were now left to mourn over. 
They had spared no time to train him in his early years. He 
now spared none to seek to add to their happiness. How true is 
God's word I — " Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap,'* 
Gal. vi. 7.* 

12. preserve knowledge, or " exercise a protecting super- 
intendence over those who possess His knowledge." ■ " Secure 
protection to him who possesses and evinces true discernment 
and knowledge."* overthroweth, ch. xxi. 12. words, u. 
proposals or plans.o 

Pursuit of knowledge under difficulties. — Toufig Morison and 
the " Evangelical Magazine.'" — The following incident is related 
of the youthful days of Dr. John Morison, for many years editor 
of the Evangelical Magazine^ and minister at Brompton : — ^When 
only nine years old he used to travel monthly to the town of 
Banff for the new number of the Evangelical Magazine, The 
distance was nine miles, and through the uncertain arrival of 
the sailing packet whidi brought it, he had sometimes to go 
twice, sometimes three times, before he obtained it. Often had 
he carried his shoes and stockings in his hand, and walked bare- 
foot till he reached the bridge which spans the Baveron. And 
there, washing his feet, he would put himself in proper condi- 
tion to appear in the streets of Banff. Before reaching home h^' 
had often read every word in the magazine but the advertige- 
ments. When tired of reading as he walked he would sit down 
by the roadside and continue the perusal till he had finished it 



Cap.zxU.13-15.3 



PROVERBS, 



213 



And thus, we may add, he had won an early thoag>h i:^fiknown 
title to take his place among the foremost fnends of the Ecan- 
gelical Magazine, 

13. slothful man, c(mp, ch. xii. 24, etc." lion without, 
this is g^ven as a type of the nnreasonahle and frivoloas excuses 
he giyes for his laiziness. in the streets, " in a city full of 
men, so timid is he."* 

TJie characteristics of laziness (v. 13). — Indolence — I. Creates 
false excuses — 1. In ihe secular sphere ; 2. In the spiritual 
sphere. II. It creates unmanly excuses. Apply : — To true souls 
difficulties are a challenge, not a check to action.' 

The disease of laziness. — As I was sitting with some senators 
of Bruges, before the gate of the senate house, a certain beggar 
presented himself to us, who, with sighs and tears and lamenUible 
g'estures, expressed to us his miserable poverty, saying, withal, 
that he had about him a private disorder, which shame prevented 
him from discovering to the eyes of men. We all, pitying the 
case of the poor man, gave him each of us something, and he 
departed. One amongst us sent his servant after him, with 
command to inquire of him what his private infirmity might be 
which he was so loth to discover. The servant overtook him, 
and desired of him that satisfaction, and having diligently 
viewed his face, breast, arms, etc., and finding all his limbs in 
good plight : " I see nothing," said he, "whereof you have any 
such reason to complain." " Alas !" said the beggar, " the 
disease that afflicts me is far different from what you conceive 
of, and is such as you cannot see ; it is an evil that hath crept 
over my whole body ; it is passed through the very veins and 
marrow of me in such a manner that there is no one member of 
my body that is able to do any work ; this is by some called idle- 
ness, or sloth." << 
Sloth,^ 

Sloth lay till mid-day, turning on his couch. 
Like ponderous door upon its weary hinge ; 
And having rolled him out, with much ado, 
And many a dismal sigh, and vain attempt. 
He sauntered out, accoutred carelessly — 
With half-ope'd, misty, unobservant eye. 
Somniferous, that weighed the object down 
On which its burden fell — an hour or two ; 
Then with a groan retired to rest again.* 

14, 15. (14) mouth, or flattering things that come forth of 
their mouth, strange women, I^. ii. 16. pit,* such as was 
prepared for ensnaring wild animals, fall therein, in the 
wrath and judgment of the Lord.^ (15) foolishness, the 
wilfulness of ignorance and inexperience, bound, i.e, firmly 
fixed, so as to need chastisement for its removal. In all diildren 
there is the liability, the tendency, the habit of going wrong : 
in this lies the truth of human depravity, rod, etc., not neces- 
sarily corporal punishment. The word is used as a fig. for all 
the redemptive influence of wise parental chastisement.* 

An evil and its owe (v. 16). — I. Here we have a terrible evil. 
1. In its deprivation of goodness in its first stages; 2. The 
abnormal condition of parents ; 3. The corrupt social influence 
under which the child is trained. II. A severe cure. These 



again. No force 
shall be able to 
decay it. The 
gatesof hell shall 
not prevail 
against it."— Bp. 
Jewell. 

a Pr. xii. 27, xv. 
19, xviii. 9, xix. 
21, xxi. 25, etc. 
Mat. XXV. 26 ; Ro. 
xii. 11; He. vi. 12. 

6 Wordsworth. 

" He lias recourse 
to the most sense- 
less and ludicrous 
excuses, if in 
any way he may 
not be obliged to 
go out to labour." 
—a Z&ckler, 

"Idleness is tlie 
great Pacific 
Ocean of life, and 
in that stagnant 
abyss the most 
salutary things 
produce no good, 
the most ob- 
noxious no evil. 
Vice, indeed, ab- 
stractedly con- 
sidered, may be, 
and often is, en- 
gendered in idle- 
ness ; but the 
moment it be- 
comes sufRciently 
vice, it must quit 
its cradle, and 
cease to be idle." 
— Colton. 

e Dr. D. Thomas. 

d Camerarius 

e Pollok. 



a Ch. xxiii. ST. 

h Comp. provs., 
" Whom the gods . 
would destroy 
they first de- 
ment." " Men's 
pleasant vices are 
made whips to 
scourge them." 

Ec. vii. 36. 

c " Fain, adminis- 
tered by love, is 
the Divine rod to 
bring out de- 
pravity from the 
heart. Pain is a 
strong breeze 
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that bears away 
the chaff fr. the 
grains of yirtue ; 
the gale that 
urges the bark 
away from the 
shores of de< 
pravity and vice ; 
the chisel by wh. 
the Divine Sculp- 
tor cuts out fr. 
the rough and 
shapeless stone 
an image of 
beauty fit for the 
halls of heaven." 
— Dav, ITtonuu, 
DM. 

d Dr. D, Thomas. 

Beplylng to scur- 
rility is like the 
dandy keeping 
himself clean by 
poshing away the 
chimney sweeper. 

e Hanner. 



a So Zifckler. 

b ** The Ill-gotten 
gains do not 
inrosper, and only 
expose the op- 
pressor to extor- 
tion and violence 
in his turn." — 
Spk. Com. 

Lu. vi. 33—36. 

V.16. J.CKnotcleSy 
123. 

"I take him to be 
the truly rich 
man that liv6s 
upon what he 
has, owes no- 
thing, and is con- 
tented; for there 
is no determinate 
sum of money, 
nor quantity of 
estate, that can 
make a man rich, 
since no man is 
truly rich tiiat 
has not so much 
as perfectly sa- 
tiates his desire 
of havin|( more ; 
for the desire of 
more is want, and 
want is poverty." 
—ffotoe. 

e Buskin. 



words eaggest — 1. The infliction of pain; 2. But from a bene- 
Tolent di^K)sition.' 

An illuttration of v, 15. — ^Manndrell, describing' the passage 
oat of the jurisdiction of the Bashaw of Aleppo into that of hua 
of Tripoli, tells us the road was rocky and uneven, but attended 
with varietT'. *' Sometimes it led us under the cool shade of 
thick trees ; sometimes through narrow valleys, watered with 
fresh murmuring torrents ; and then for a good while together 
upon the brink of a precipice ; and in all places it treated us 
with the prospect of plants and flowers of divers kinds,— as 
myrtles, oleanders, cyclamens, etc. Having spent about two 
hours in this manner, we descended into a low valley, at the 
bottom of which is a fissure into the earth of a great depth, bat 
withal so narrow that it is not discernible to &e eye till yoa 
arrive just upon it, though to the ear a notice of it is g^ven at a 
great distance, by reason of the noise of a stream running down 
into it from the hills. We could not guess it to be less than 
thirty yards deep ; but it is so narrow that a small arch, not 
four yards over, lands you on its other side. They call it the 
* Sheik's Wife ;' a name given to it from a woman of that qnality 
who fell into it and, I need not add, perished." May not 
Solomon refer to some such dangerous place as this, when he 
says, " The mouth of a strange woman is a deep pit : he that is 
abhorred of the Lord shall fall therein." The flowery pleasures 
of the place where this fatal pit was make the allusion stiU more 
striking. How agreeable to sense the path that led to this 
chamber of death \* 

16. increase, etc., it is doubtful whether is here meant his 
own riches, or the poor maiCs riches. It may be that the oppres- 
sions of the rich man are regarded as stirring up the poor man 
to activity, so that he may rise out of his position of dependence.' 
to want, the man gives only to increase the riches which the 
man is squandering, so in giving him opportunity for his vices 
really humes on his ruin.* 

Almse of wealth. — I am no advocate for meanness of private 
habitation. I would fain introduce into it all magnificence, 
care, and beauty, where they are possible ; but I would not have 
that useless expense in unnoticed fineries or formalities, — cornic- 
ing of ceilings, and graining of doors, and fringing of curtains, 
and thousands of such things, — ^which have become foolishly and 
apathetically habitual ; things on which by common appliance 
hang whole trades, to which there never belonged the blessing 
of g^iving one ray of real pleasure, or becoming of tlie remotest 
or most contemptible use ; things which cause half the expense 
of life, and destroy more than half its comfort, manliness, re- 
spectability, freshness, and facility. I speak from experience : 
I know what it is to live in a cottage with a deal floor and roof, 
and a hearth of mica-slate ; and I know it to be in many respects 
healthier and happier than living between a Turkey carpet and 
a gilded oeiling, beside a steel grate and polished fender. I do 
not say that such things have not their place and propriety ; bat 
I say this emphatically, that a tenth part of the expense which 
is sacrificed in domestic vanities, if not absolutely and meaning- 
lessly lost in domestic comforts and incumbrances, wonld^ if 
collectively afforded and wisely employed, build a marble church 
for every town in England.* 
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17—19. (17) bow, etc. J the beginning of a new portion of 
the book : this verse contains the usual general esdiortation.* 
(18) witliin thee, in thine heart, or inwu:d parts, fitted, or 
fixed, lips, one form of expression for the inward life of 
obedience to Gkxl. God asks belief with the heart and confes- 
sion with the lip and the life. (19) made known, by these 
instmctions. even to thee, so its application is personal and 
individual. 

Spiritual verities (w. 17 — 21). — ^The subject of these verses is 
spiritaal verities, called excellent things. I. The experimental 
knowledge of tiiem is a transcendent blessing. 1. It affords 
pleasure ; 2. ihiriches speech ; 3. Inspires trust in Otod ; 4. 
Establishes the faith of the soul ; 5. Qualifies for usefulness. 
IT. This knowledge is attainable. The method involves — 1. 
Communication ; 2. Attention ; 3. Application ; 4. Betention. 
Apply : — (1) Qet this laiowledg«; (2) There is no time to lose ; 
(3) Get it for yourself.* 

Agpirations after knowledge. — 

Look, the world tempts our eye, 

And we would know it all. 

We map the starry sky, 

We mine this ear&en ball, 
We measure the sea-tides, we number the sea-sands : 

We scrutinise the dates 

Of long-past human things. 

The bounds of effaced states, 

The lives of deceased kings : 
We search out dead men's words, and works of dead men's 

hands.' 
The Jtnorvledge of Christ — ^Here is the privilege of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus, that as it is of eminence and height, so it 
is of use and convenience, and that in the highest measure ; as 
it is a pearl for beauty, so it is for value. This knowledge is a 
kind of catholioon, of universal use and convenience. It is so in 
reference to this life. Am I in want, in contempt, in prison, in 
banishment, in sickness, in death? This knowledge gives me 
contentedness, patience, cheerfulness, resignation of myself to 
His will, who hath sealed my peace with Him, and favour from 
Him, in the g^eat covenant of His Son ; and I can live upon this 
though I were ready to starve. I am assured that if it be for my 
good and the glory of His name, I shall be delivered ; if not, I 
can be contented, so that my jewel, the peace of God, and my 
own conscience by the blood of Christ, be safe. Am I in wealth, 
honour, power, greatness, esteem in the world ? This knowledge 
teachetibi me humility, as knowing from whom I received it ; 
fidelity, as knowing to whom I must account for it ; watehful- 
ness, as knowing that the honour of my Lord is concerned in 
some measure in my conduct ; and that the higher the employ- 
ment is the more obnoxious I am to temptation from without, 
from them that wateh for my halting, and from within by a 
deceitful heart. And in all it teacheth me not to overvalue my 
condition ; nor to value myself the more by it or for it, because 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus presents me with an object of a 
higher value, the prize of the high calling of God in Christ. It 
teacheth me to look upon the glory of the world as rust, in oom- 
pariBon of the glory that excelleth, and that the greatest of men 



a Comp. Pr. iii. 1, 
21, iv. 1, vil. 1. 

V. 19. T. EnUtfn, 
ill 179. 

b Dr. D. Thomtu. 

It is related of 
G- r o t i u B , the 
great scholar, 
that on his death- 
bed he ex- 
claimed, '^Ah, I 
have oonsamed 
my life in a la- 
borious doing of 
nothingl I 
would giye all 
my learning and 
honour for the 
plain integrity of 
John Urickl" 
This John Urick 
was a religious 
poor man, who 
spent eight hours 
»of the day in 
reading and 
prayer, eight in 
labour, and only 
eight in sleep and 
meals. 

c Arnold. 

"By its own 
members : man, 
alas! alone; the 
recreant spirit 
of the universe, 
lores surface 
Imowledge; calls 
the crimes of 
crowds virtue; 
adores the useful 
vices; licks the 
gory dust from 
off the feet of 
war, and swears 
it food for gods, 
though fit for 
fiends only ; re- 
versing just the 
devil's state, 
when first he en- 
tered on this orb 
of man 's— a 
fallen angel's 
form, a reptile's 
souL"— Ba««y. 



"Evermore it 
must be remem- 
bered, that the 
least part of 
knowledge 
passed to man by 
this so large a 
charter from 
God, must be 
subject to that 
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lue tor which 
God hath grant- 
ed it, which is 
the benefit and 
relief of the state 
and society of 
man; for other- 
wise all manner 
of , knowledge be- 
Cometh malign 
and serpentine, 
and therefore, as 
carrying the 
quality of the 
serpent's sting 
and malice, it 
maketh the mind 
of man to swell." 
— Bacon. 

"Ignorance is 
the curse of God, 
knowledge the 
■wing with which 
we fly to heaven." 
— Sfiakespeare. 

d Hale. ' 



V. 21. J. J. Cony- 
he are f Batnp. 
Lee. L 

"All knowledge, 
however impos- 
ing in appear- 
ance, is but super- 
ficial knowledge, 
if it be merely the 
mind's furniture, 
and not the 
mind's nutri- 
ment. It must be 
transmuted into 
mind, as food into 
blood, in order to 
become wisdom 
and power. Many 
of the generals 
opposed to Napo- 
leon understood 
military science 
as well as he did, 
but he beat them 
on every occasion 
where victory de- 
pended on a wise 
movement made 
at a moment's 
thought, because 
science had been 
transfused into 
his mind, while 
to theirs it was 
only attached." 
—mifpple. . 
a R. Watson. 

a Job V. 4, xxxi. 
21; Ps. bdx. 12, 
exxvii. 5. 



18 a worm in oomparison with the great God. And as thus, in 
reference to the temporal condition of mj life, this knowledge of 
Christ is of singular use, and makes a man a better philosopher 
than the best system of morals, in reference thereunto ; so it 
guides me in the management of all relations. 1. To God; pie* 
senting Him unto me as full of majesty, yet full of love, which 
teacheth me reverence and yet access with boldness, love, and 
obedience. 2. To man; enjoining justice, which is giving 
every man his due, mercy to forgive, compassion to pity, libe- 
rality to relieve, sobriety in the use of creatures and yet comfort 
in the enjoying of them, a right use of the world and yet a con- 
tempt of it in comparison of my hope. It makes death not 
terrible, because a most sure passage to life. I find a way to get 
all my sins pardoned, whereas, wiUiout this all the world cannot 
contrive a satisfaction for one ; I find a way to obtain such a 
righteousness as is valuable with Grod, and perfect before Him, 
even the righteousness of God in Christ. And here I find the 
means, and only means, to avoid the wrath to come, the terror 
of the judgment of the great day, and to secure everlasting life 
unto all eternity with the blessed God and our Lord Jesus Christ 
and all the blessed angels, and the spirits of just men made 
perfect. Thus this knowledge is useful for this life, and that 
which is to come, and that in the highest deg^ree, which all other 
knowledge comes short of, and attains not to any one of the 
least of &ese ends.' 

20, 21. (20) excellent tMngS, Heb. shalishim, third, or 
" chief of three warriors in a chariot :" hence meaning " chief, 
principal, excellent." (21) answer, etc., Sol.'s teachings were 
given to his son in oxtler to fit him for his future position as 
king. 

Thepleaswe of Scriptural knowledge. — Of the pleasure which 
springs from knowledge, and ei^ecially from that knowledge 
which the Holy Scriptures communicate, we cannot conceive too 
highly. To ^ow God, to contemplate the perfections of His 
nature, and the wonders of His hand ; to become acquainted 
with that regular and orderly plan by which He governs His 
creatures ; to observe His watchful care and providential regard ; 
to behold the wonders of redemption, the character and under- 
taking of Jesus, the doctrine He hath taught, the duties He hath 
enforced, the promises He hath given ^ to discover the means of 
salvation, the economy of the invisible world, and the contiDtL> 
ance of our own existence in that immortality which is brought 
to light by the Grospel ; — ^these and many other subjects of eqnal 
importance, when opened to the mind, not only give pleasure as 
speculative discoveries and the solutions of distressing doubts, 
but by awakening virtuous sentiments, kindling an ardent and 
elevated devotion, giving support and reasonableness to hope, 
and influencing to the discharge of every religious and moral 
duty, produce also the testimony of a good conscience, and the 
favour of God, the present possession of the peace of the Gospel 
and the prospect of a future fulness of joy in the presence of 
Gk)d for ever." 

22—26. (22) because . . poor, his poverty not permitting 
him to defend himself at law. Or, let pity for his poverty keep 
thee from injuring him. in the gate, where was usually the 



Cap. TTti. 26, 27.] 



PROVERBS. 



217 



place of jiidgment.0 (23) Spoil the soul, He will repay the 
oppressor by spiritual judgments. (24) an^y, or passionate 
man. Lit. cm owner of rage : " of a nose snorting with fury." 
(25) prepare a snare, by copying the evil example. We 
usually catch the temper of those with whom we mostly asso- 
ciate. 

The rights of man (yv, 22, 23). — Quote some case in which the 
rights of the poor have been attempted to be disturbed, and in 
which the attempt failed. I. The Bible and spiritual tyranny 
are, in their nature, reciprocally antagonistic. The Bible is 
man's patrimony. Bome would deprive man of the Bible. II. 
As Bome serves for a specimen of spiritual, Bussia may serve as 
a specimen of politick, despotism. III. The Bible is ^e enemy 
of social tyranny, and therefore the friend of social liberty.* 

An African prince. — Some years since a young African 
prince, named Pippin, came to England. A few days before the 
assizes he was taken to examine one of our large county jails ; 
it was unusuiJly full, and in the castle yard were a g^oup of 
men uttering the most profane language. The prince heard 
them, and turned away in disgust. He had been taught to 
despise the reckless profanity he had previously seen on board 
ship, and which was now repeated in prison. Shortly after, he 
was introduced as a visitor to a large assembly ; some gentle- 
men were overheard by him swearing, and using vulgar 
language among themselves. Pippin immediately rose from his 
seat, with the air of a prince, and advancing towards the middle 
of the room, all eyes upon him in an instant, he spake nearly as 
follows : — '^ Ladee and gentlemens, I go de jail, hearee dee mens 
wid chain on leggee swearee ; I no likee dat, so I come away. 
Some of de same mens come here wid tickets ; why letee in ? 
I no likee that, so go away." So saying, he bowed to the 
ladies with graceful effect ; tiien turned his head with a most 
indignant and contemptuous look on the offenders of his ears, 
and out he walked, with an expressive attitude of majestic 
disdain. 

26, 27. (26) strike hands, ch. vi. 1, xvii. 18. (27) should 
lie take, i.e. the creditor, thy bed, practice had come to over- 
ride the merciful law of Ex. xxii. 27. 

The miseries of debt. — Debt haunts the mind : a conversation 
abont justice troubles it ; the sight of a creditor fills it with con- 
fusion ; even the sanctuaiy is not a place of refuge. The 
borrower is servant to the lender. A Ufe at another man's table 
is not to be accounted for a life. It is mean to flatter the rich ; 
it is humiliating to be the object of pity. To be the slave of 
unattainable desires is to be despicable and wretched. Indepen- 
dence, so essential to the virtues and pleasures of a man, can only 
"be maintained by setting bounds to our desires, and owing no 
znan anything. A habit of boundless expense undermines and 
destroys the virtues even in a mind where they seem to dwell. 
Xt becomes difficult, and at last impossible, to pay punctually. 
llVhen a man of sensibility thinks of the low rate at which his 
-word must henceforth pass, he is little in his own eyes ; but 
diffi^ties prompt him to study deceiving as an art, and at last 
lie hes to his creditors without a blush. How desolate and how 
-woful does his mind appear, now that the fence of truth is broken 
down ! Friendship is next dissolved. He felt it once ; he now 



b W. Amot. 

"No obligation 
to justice does 
force a man to be 
cruel, or to use 
the sharpest sen- 
tence. A just 
man does justice 
to every man and 
to eyerything ; 
and then, if he 
be also wise, he 
knows there is a 
debt of mercy and 
compassion due 
to the infirmities 
of man's nature ; 
and that is to be 
paid ; and he that 
is cruel and xin- 
gentle to a sin- 
ning person, and 
does the worst to 
him, dies in his 
debt and is un- 
just." — Jeremy 
Taylor. 

"Thou wilt quar- 
rel witii a man 
that hath a hair 
more or a hair 
less in his bearrl 
than thou hast. 
Thou wilt quarrel 
with a man for 
cracking nuts, 
having no otiier 
reason but be- 
cause thou hast 
hazel eyes. Thy 
head is full of 
quarrels as an 
egg is full of 
meat. " — Shalce- 
tpeart. 

" Run not into 
debt, either for 
wares sold or 
money borrowed; 
be content to 
want things that 
are not of abso- 
lute necessity, 
rather than to 
run up the score. 
Such a man pays 
at the latter end 
a third part more 
ttian the princi- 
F«d comes to, and 
is in perpetual 
servitude to his 
creditors ; lives 
uncomfortably; 
is necessitated to 
increase his 
debts to stop 
his oreditors' 
mouths; and 
many times falls 
into desperate 
courses."— ifoi^. 
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"A man who owes 
a little can dear 
it off in a very 
little time, and, 
if he is a prudent 
man, will; where- 
as a man who, by 
long negligence, 
owes a great deal, 
despairs of ever 
being able to pay, 
and therefore 
neyer looks into 
his accounts at 
alL"- Chaterfield. 

a CharUry. 

a For law of 
boundaries, etc., 
see De. xix. 14, 
xxvii. 17 ; Job 
xxiv. 2; Ho. v. 
10; Pr. xjdiL 10, 
11. 

«We ought al- 
ways to deal 
justiy, not only 
with those who 
are just to tis, but 
likewise with 
those who endea- 
vour to injure us; 
and this, too, for 
fear lest by ren- 
dering them evil 
for evil, we should 
fall into the same 
vice."— jyfcrocte*. 



*'An honest soul 
is like a ship at 
sea, that sleeps at 
anchor on the 
ocean's calm; 
but when it 
rages, and the 
wind blows high, 
she cuts her way 
with skill and 
majesty." — 
Beaumont and 
Fletcher. 

"All other know- 
ledge is hurtful 
to him who has 
not honesty and 
good - nature." — 
Montaigne. 



a « Of aU the 
qualities which 
kings especially 
look to and re- 
quire in the 



inBmnates MmBelf by meanB of pzof essions and sentiments which 
were onoe sincere. He seizes the moment of nnsaspecting affection 
to ensnare the friends of his youth, borrowing money which he 
never will pay, and binding them for debts which they mnst 
hereafter answer. At this rate he sells the yirtoons pleasures of 
loving and being beloved. He swallows np the provision of aged 
parents, and the portion of sisters and brethren. The Iobs of 
truth is followed by the loss of humanity. His calls are still 
importunate. He proceeds to fraud, and walks on precipioee. 
Ingenuity, which in a better cause might have illustrated his 
name, is exerted to evade the law, to deceive the world, to cover 
poverty with the appearance of wealth, to sow unobserved the 
seeds of fraud." 

28. landmarks, wh. were often merely loose stones laid in 
the furrows of the open field. These could easily be shifted hy 
little and little.<> ^' This is a protest against the grasping oove- 
tousness wh. leads men to add field to field." No reference is 
intended to landmarks of doctrine, or custom. 

Paltry dishonesty. — ^A young aspirant for office in. Iowa drove 
up to an hotel, alighted, and engaged a room. He desired his 
trunk taken to his room ; and, seeing a man passing whom he 
supposed to be the porter, he imperiously ordered him to take it 
up. The porter charged him twenty-five cents, which he paid 
with a marked quarter, worth only twenty cents. He then said, 
" You know Governor Grimes ? " " Oh, yes, sir I " " Well, take 
my card to him, and tell him I wish an interview at his earliest 
convenience." "I am Governor Grimes, at your service, Bir.|* 
" You — I — ^that is, my dear sir, I beg — a— a thousand pardons ! " 
"None needed at all, sir," replied Grovemor Grimes. "I was 
rather favourably impressed with your letter, and had thought 
you well suited for tiie office specified ; but, sir, any man who 
would swindle a working man out of a paltry five cents would 
defraud the public treasury, had he an opportunity. Good 
evening, sir 1 " — Importance of honesty in little things. — The j«gt 
kiny.— -One of the kings of Persia, who is famous in history for 
his exact justice, was once out hunting, when, finding himself 
hungry, he ordered the people to dress a deer that they had iust 
taken. AVhen aU was nearly ready, they found that they had 
forgotten to bring any salt with them ; so they sent a lad off to 
fetch some from a village at a little distance. The king over- 
heard them, and calling to the boy, said, "And mind you take 
money to pay for it." The attendants expressed their surprise at 
his thinking of such trifles, and asked what harm there could be 
in taking a handful of salt. The king replied, " All the evil 
that now troubles the earth first began in such trifles, tiU hj 
degrees it grew to its present height ; and if I take the salt, ray 
officers will perhaps seize the cow." There are many people who 
do not think it wortii while to attend to what they are doing 
except upon great and important occasions ; forgetting that 
happiness and virtue consist in those trifling occurrences of 
which human life is made up. 

29. diligent, ch. x. 4, xxi. 5. before kings, being found 
worthy of high and responsible office. His talents shall be at the 
service of kings.** mean, or obscure. The diligent and faithful 
are sure to come to the front. 



Cap. TTrtH. 1-^. 



PROVERBS. 



219 



Advantage of industry, — ^Xndnstxy need not .wish ; and he that 
liyes upon hopes will die fasting. There are no gains without 
pains ; then help hands, for I have no lands ; or, if I have, they 
are smartly taxed. He that hath a trade hath an estate ; and he 
that hath a calling hath an office of profit and honour ; but then 
the trade must be worked at, and the calling followed, or neither 
the estate nor the office will enable us to pay our taxes. If we 
are industrious, we shall never starve ; for, at the working man's 
house, hunger looks in, but dares not enter. Nor will the bailiff 
or the constable enter; for industry pays debts while despair 
increaseth them.* — Pleasures of industry. — Industry is not only 
the instrument of improvement, but the foundation of pleasure ; 
for nothing is so opposite to the true enjoyment of life as the 
relaxed and feeble state of an indolent mind. He who is a 
stranger to industry may possess, but he cannot enjoy. It is 
labour only that gives a relish to pleasure. It is the indispensable 
condition of our possessing a sound mind in a sound body. Idle- 
ness is so inconsistent with both, that it is hard to determine 
whether it be a greater foe to virtue, or to health and happiness. 
Inactive as it is in itself, its effects are fatally powerful. Iliough 
it appears a slowly-flowing stream, yet it undermines all that is 
stable and flouricMng. It is like water, which first putrefies by 
stagnation, and then sends up noxious vapours, filling the at- 
mosphere with death.' 



CHAPTER THE TWENTY-THIRD. 

1 — 3. (1) with a ruler, who is sure to provide dainties and 
great abundance, consider, etc.^ some take the reference to be 
to the dainties ; others to be to the character of the ruler in whose 
presence you are placed. (2) knife . . throat. Eastern fig. for 
putting restraint on the appetite, given to appetite,'' accus- 
tomed to look for delicacies, and disposed to self-indulgence. One 
who cherishes and maintains strong desires. (3) dainties, 
coitvp. G«. xxvii. 4. deoeitful meat, i.e. having other purpose 
than you suspect. By inviting you l^e ruler may be intending 
to test your self-restraint. Or the reference may be to the 
delicacies wh., though good to the taste, may prove unwholesome. 
This may esp. apply to the wines that flow freely at the feasts. 

The epicure (v. 1). — Consider two things concerning this gastric 
temptation. I. Its elements. 1. A sumptuous banquet; 2. A 
keen appetite. II. Its resistance. 1. The manner; 2. Th6 
reason.* 

Dean Swift oMd the lady. — ^A lady invited Bean Swift to a 
most sumptuous dinner. She said, " Dear Dean, this fish is not 
as good as I could wish, though I sent for it half across the 
IdLngdom, and it cost me so mudi," naming an incredible price. 
« And this thing is not such as I ought to have for such a guest, 
tliough it came from such a place, and cost me such a sum." 
Tlius she went on, decrying and underrating every article of her 
expensive and ostentatious dinner, and teasing her distinguished 
gnest with apologies, only to find a chance to display her vanity, 
in. bringing her trouble and expense into view, until eiie exhausted 
liifi i>atience. He is reported to have risen in a passion, and to 
liarve said, " True, madam, it is a miserable dinner ; and I will 



clioloe of their 
servants, that of 
despatch and 
energy in the 
transactions of 
business is the 
most accept- 
able." — Lord 
JBacoTU 

b Franklin, 

Samuel Drew, the 
celebrated meta- 
physician, giving- 
an account of his 
sinful life when a 
youth, in connec- 
tion with his 
shoemaking life, 
observes, "When 
I was a young 
man, I was ex- 
pert at follies, 
acute in trifles, 
and ingenious 
about nonsense.'* 

e Blair, 



a Lit. otcner <if 
appetite. 

The Latins call 
luxury gula, the 
throat. 

" The more a 
luxurious appe- 
tite is humoured 
and indulged, the 
more himiour- 
some and trouble- 
some it grows, 
and the more 
hard to please. 
Dainties will 
surfeit, but never 
satisfy." — Mat. 
Henry. 

6 Dr. D. Thomas. 

"Famish'd people 
must be slowly 
nursed, and fed 
by spoonfuls, else 
they always 
burst."— ^yron. 

"Hunger is the 
mother of im- 
patience and 
anger. "— Ztm- 
tnermcin. 
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c R. T. S. 



not eat it, but go home and dine npon sizpenoe worth of 
herring." « 



a 1 Ti. vL 9, 10. 

b " Riches, like 
insects, while 
concealed they 
lie, wait but for 
wings, and in 
their season fly. 
To whom can 
riches give 
repute and tnist, 
content or plea- 
sure, but the 
good and just ? " 
— Pope. 

e Dr. D. Thomas. 

*' He that resteth 
upon gains cer- 
tain, shall hardly 
grow to great 
riches ; and he 
that puts all upon 
adventures, doth 
oftentimes break 
and come to 
poverty. It is 
good, therefore, 
to guard adven- 
tures with cer- 
tainties that may 
uphold losses." — 
Lord Bacon. 

d Whilecrois, 



a De. XV. 9 ; Mat. 
XX. 15. 

** Greed is some- 
times the acting 
motive of the 
feast-maker. 
These men make 
feasts for clients 
and customers. 
They often do 
fine strokes of 
business at their 
dinner table, in 
the presence of 
steaming viands 
and sparkling 
glasses." — Dav. 
TfumuUfDJ). 

b Burder. 

"Genuine hospi- 
tality breaks 
through the 
chills of cere- 
mony and selfish- 
ness, and thaws 
eveiy heart into 
a flow. There is 
an emanation 
from the heart in 



4, 6. (4) labour . . rich, i.e, do not make merely getting 
rich the great end of your labour.* oease . . wisdom, if that 
sets riches in so high a place. (5) set thine eyes, lU. "let 
thine eyes fly." they fly away, the transitory character of 
earthly riches makes them unsuitable as the chief object of our 
regard and pursuit.* 

Riches not to be laboured for as an end (r. 4). — ^Two reasons for 
this. I. It is to pursue your own wisdom. II. It is to pursue a 
very inferior good. Note three things concerning riches. 1. 
Their substantial character ; 2. Their fleeting character ; 3. Theii 
unworthy character.^ 

Bearing the loss of wealth. — ^We have a remarkable instance of 
equanimity, in a French nobleman, who was reduced from 
splendid affluence to poverty by the Revolution which desolated 
that fine country. The Duke de Laincourt was constrained, like 
many others, to emigrate on account of the horrors of the French 
Revolution, and leave his paternal abode and inheritance. When 
in New York, he was reduced to the necessity of living without 
a servant, though formerly possessed of an income of more than 
£100,000 sterling annually. This great reverse he bore with 
great equanimity, and when brushing his own clothes, or doing 
other services which had formerly l^en the work of others, he 
would observe with a cheerful countenance, " Had it not been 
for the Revolution in France, I should never have known how 
easy it is to wait on oneself." How truly relieving to the 
Christian mind, to meet with a speck so brilliant as the above is 
in a scene so dark and appalling as was that of the French Bevo- 
lution ! La Harpe was another gem of the same interesting and 
attractive kind.'' 

6 — 8. (6) evil eye, simply in the sense of being "hard, 
grudging, envious," « comp. ch. xxii. 9. (7) thinketh in hifl 
heart, i.e. you cannot really judge by his kind speeches, for in 
his heart he grudges you what you eat. (8) morsel, «te., dia- 
gpisted when you find out his true character, you will be sorry to 
have eaten his food, sweet words, with wh. thou didst thank 
the man for his supposed good will to you. 

T?i>e evil eye. — ^Whether the same ideas are to be attached to the 
expression *' evil eye,'* as used by Solomon, and as understood bj 
the Egyptians, may not be easily ascertained, though perhaps 
worthy of consideration. Pooocke says of the Egyptians, that 
" they have a great notion of the magio art, have books about it. 
and think there is much virtue in talismans and charms ; but 
particularly are strongly possessed with an opinion of the evil 
eye. When a child is commended, except you give it some bless- 
ing, if they are not very well assured of your good will, they 
use charms against the evil eye ; and particularly when they 
think any ill success attends them on account of an evil eye, they 
throw s£dt into the fire."^ Many references are made in the 
Scriptures to an evU eye. Sometimes they mean anger or envy : 
but in the passage cited an allusion appears to be made to tiie 
malignant influence of an evil eye : " The morsel which tiioQ 
hast eaten shalt thou vomit up." The kan-nuni, evil-^ye, of 
some people is believed to have a most baneful effect upon what- 
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soever it shall be fixed. Those who are reputed to have such 
eyes are always avoided, and none but near relations will invite 
ihem. to a feast. " Your cattle, your wives, your children, your 
orchards, your fields, are all in danger from that fellow's eyes. 
The other day he passed my garden, cast his eye upon my lime- 
tree, and the fruit has since f iJlen to the ground. Ay, and worse 
than that, he caught a look at my child's face, and a. large abscess 
has since appeared." To prevent such eyes from doing any injury 
to their chUdren, many parents (both Mohammedan and Hindoo) 
adorn them with numerous jewels and jackets of varied colours, 
to attract the eye from the person to the ornaments/ " No nation 
in t^e world is so much given to superstition as the Arabs, or 
even the Mohammedans in general. They hang about their 
children's necks the figfure of an open hand, usually the right, 
which the Turks and Moors paint likewise upon their ships and 
houses, as a counter-charm to an evil eye ; for five is with them 
an unlucky number, and five (meaning their fingers) in your 
eyes, is their proverb of cursing and defiance. Tliose of riper 
years carry wiiJi them some paragraphs of their Koran, which (as 
the Jews did their phylacteries, Exod. xiii. 16 ; Numb. xv. 38) 
they place upon their breasts, or sew under their caps, to prevent 
fascination and witchcraft, and to secure themselves from sick- 
ness and misfortunes. The virtue of these charms is supposed 
to be so far universal, that they suspend them even upon the 
necks of their cattle, horses, and other beasts of burden." << 

9 — ^11. (9) fool, always with the idea of wilfully negligent of 
good things, unwilling to receive instruction. On such a one 
good advice is wasted. (10) landmaxk, ch. xxii. 28. father- 
less, taking undue advantage of their unprotected state. (11) 
redeemer, or avenger. The family avenger of the fatherless is 
Jehovah Himself." 

Taking advice. — Sir John Danvers once sent an invitation to 
Sir Kichard Onslow and Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper (afterwards 
Earl of Shaftesbury) to dine with him at Chelsea ; he requested 
they would come early, as he had affairs of moment to commu- 
nicate to them. When they arrived, and had taken their seats. 
Sir John opened the business by saying that he had made choice 
of them both on account of their correct judgement and particular 
friendship for him, in order to consult liiem on a subject of the 
utmost consequence to himself. He had, he said, been a widower 
many years, and he began to want some person to relieve him of 
the trouble of housekeeping, as well as to take some care of him 
under the growing in&nnities of age. For this purpose he had 
thought of a suitable person who was well known to him : this 
was, in short, his housekeeper. The gentlemen knowing the 
woman very well, and thinking it by no means a suitable match, 
particularly as Sir John had sons and daughters marriageable, to 
whom it would be mortifying, were much against it. Sir Richard 
Onslow frankly began to point out to Sir John the impropriety 
of a person of his age marrying ; and particularly such a woman. 
He was going to enter upon a description of her person, and to 
set her out in such colours as could not have pleased any man in 
a wife, when Sir Anthony, interrupting him, said, " Grive me 
leave. Sir Bichard, to ask our friend one question before you 
proceed ; " so, addressing himself to Sir John, " Tell me truly, 
]Sir John,'^ said he, *' are you not already married ? " Sir John, 



genuine hespi- 
tality wh. cannot 
be describedf but 
is immediately 
felt, and puts the 
stranger at once 
at his ease."— 
Wash. Irving. 

e Roberts. 

" A member of 
the Grammont 
family one day 
found Cardinal 
Richelieu em- 
ployed in jump- 
ing, and, with all 
the cunning flat- 
tery of a French- 
man and a cour- 
tier, offered to 
jump against 
him. He suffered 
the man of poli- 
tical power to 
jump higher, and 
soon after found 
himself rewarded 
with a lucrative 
office." — A'. Z. 
Magoon. 

d Dr, Shave. 

a Ex. xxii. 22— 
24; Job xxii. 9, 
10. 

The family goel, 
or avenger, waa 
the next of kin. 

"Be thou blest, 
Bertram! and 
succeed thy 
father in man- 
ners, as in shape ! 
thy blood and 
virtue contend 
for empire in 
thee ; and thy 
goodness share 
with thy birth- 
right I Love all, 
trust a few, do 
wrong to none : 
be able for thine 
enemy; rather 
in power, than 
use ; and keep thy 
friend under thy 
own life's key ; 
be checked for 
silence, but never 
tax'd for speech." 
— Shakespeare. 

" Knowledge of 
all avails the hu- 
man kind ; for 
all beyond the 
grave are joys of 
vaind."—Hogg. 
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"What man bo 
wise, what 
earthly wit bo 
Tare, aa to descry 
the crafty, can- 
ning train by 
which Deceit 
doth mask in 
visor ftdr, and 
seem like Truth, 
whose shape she 
well can feign?" 
—Spen$er. 



h Arcy Ante. 



** Judge thyself 
with the judg- 
ment of sincerity, 
and thou wilt 
judge others with 
the judgment of 
charity. That is 
true humility 
which, like a har- 
binger, makes 
way for Christ, 
And throws the 
soul at His feet" 
— J.Mason, 

a, W. Amot. 



41 "The pleasure 
Afforded the 
teacher by a pu- 
pil's progress is a 
motive to dili- 
fjence."— faiMirt. 

*P8. xxxvii. 1 — 
9, 36, 86. 

r. 15. Dr.A.ReeSf 
iii. 626; W. Jay, 
iv. 38; H. Mel- 
vOl, 310. 

r. 17. R. Fiddes, 
u. 148; Bp. J. 
Butler, 68; J. 
Toulmin, 147; J. 
Fateeett, i. 328 ; B. 
Clement, ii. 193; 
Br. R. OraveSy iv. 
292. 

w.17,18. A&o«, 
369. 

V. 18. F. Eltein. 
11. 183. 

e C. Simeon, M,A. 

d Beta in400Sks. 



after a short panse, answeied with a gmile, ^* Yes, truly I was 
yesterday." ^^Well, then," replied Sir Anthony, '^ there is no 
more need of our adyioe ; pray let ns haye the honour to see my 
lady, and wish her joy, and so to dinner." As they were return- 
ing to London in their coach, ** I am obUged to yon," said Sir 
Bichazd, '^ for preventing- me running into a description which I 
am sore oonld never have been forgiven me. Bat how could it 
enter into your head to ask a man who had solemnly invited ns 
on purpose to have our advice about a marriage he intended, and 
gravely proposed the woman to us, and suffered us seriously to 
enter into the debate : I say, Sir Anthony, how could you ask 
him, after all this, whether he were already married or not?'' 
" The man and the manner," replied Sir Anthony, '^ gave me a 
suspicion that, having done a foolish thing, he wanted to cover 
himself with the authority of our advice."* 

12 — ^14. (12) apply, eto., the usual introduction to a new 
series of Proverbs. (13) witllliold, etc., comp. ch. xiii. 24, xix. 
18, zxii. 15. not die, he will not be seriously injured physically, 
and he will be greatly benefited morally. (14) hell, Sheol, the 
world of the dead : put as fig. for wickedness, wick^ ways wh. 
lead to hell. 

Sin covered. — Certain great iron castings have been ordered for 
a railway bridge. The thickness has b^en calculated according 
to l^e extent of the span and the weight of the load. The con- 
tractor constructs his moulds according to the specification, and 
when aU is ready pours in the molten metal. In the process of 
casting, through some defect in the mould, portions of air Inrk 
in the heart of the iron, and cavities, like those of a honeycomb, 
are formed in the interior of the beam ; but all defects are hid. 
and the flaws are effectively concealed. The artisan has covered 
his fault, but he will not prosper. As soon as it is subjected to a 
strain the beam gives way. Sin covered becomes a rotten hollow 
in a human soul, and when the strain comes the false gives waj.' 

15 — 18. (15) my heart, that of an anxious father, even 
mine, comp. repetition oi ch. xxii. 19. (16) reins, fig. for 
inward feelings,* Ps. vii. 9. (17) envy sinners, whose seem- 
ing liberty is attractive to thoughtiess young people, fear of the 
Lord, wh. is a bondage that proves to be the larue liberty. (1S> 
an end, or reward.^ Poss. Sol. looks on to a state of futnie 
rewards. 

The constant fear of God {v. 17). — I. The duty inculcated. 1. 
A sense of love to God as our Father ; 2. Of duty to Him as our 
Master; 3. Of responsibility to Him as our Judge. H. The 
encouragement given to us to the performance of it. 1. Peace 
of conscience ; 2. Strength for duty ; 3. Glory in etemify/ — 
Ckhution against envy (vv. 17, 18). — ^We have in these words^L 
A dissuasive advice. 1. Because envy is a disposition of mnd 
whose influence can never be justified ; 2. To envy sinners is 
absurd. II. The monitory precept. Implies — 1. The possession 
of correct and spiritual ideas of God's holy and exalted character : 
2. The cultivation of suitable dispositions of heart towarfs Him . 
III. An encouraging assertion. 1. There is an end to that P^^ 
perity with whidi the efforts of sinners are crowned ; 2. An cm 
to the tribulations of sainto ; 3. Thine expectation shall sot be 
cut off.** 
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Effect* cf helief in the BiUe. — When a gentleman lately pre- 
sented a Bible to a prisoner under sentence of death, he exclaimed, 
*' Oh, sir, if I had had this book, and studied it, I should never 
haye committed the crime of which I am conyioted." So it is 
said of a natiye Irishman, when he read for the first time in his 
life a New Testament, which a gentleman had put into his hands, 
lie said, '^ If I believe this it is impossible for me to remain a 
rebeL"* — CmLse of poverty. — Of 3,000 persons admitted to the 
workhouse in Salem, Maissachusetts, the superintendent states 
that, in his opinion, 2,900 were brought there directly or indirectly 
by intemperance. The superintendent of the alm^ouse in New 
York states that the number of male adults in the house is 512, 
of whidi there are not twenty that can be called sober men ; that 
the number of females is 601, and that he doubts whether there 
are fifty of them that can be called sober women./ 

10 — ^22. (19) guide . . way, comp. express. " incline thine 
heart/* (20) winebibbers, those fond of wine, and freely 
indulging in it. Not necessarily "drunkards." riotous, etc.^ 
i.e. gluttons. (21) drowsiness, wh. always follows on much 
eating and drinking. Men cannot work after heavy feeding. 
(22) fatlier, ch. i. 8. when . . old, the young are always in 
danger of scorning the old, as old-fashioned." 

Arolibishop TiWttMn. — ^There are some children who are almost 
ashamed to own their parents, because they are poor, or in a low 
situation of life. We wHl therefore give an example of the 
contrary, as displayed by the Dean of Canterbury, afterwards 
Archbishop Tillotson. His father, who was a very plain York- 
shireman, x)erhaps something like those we now call " Friends," 
approached the house where his son resided, and inquired whether 
** John TiUotson was at hc»ne." The servant, indignant at what 
he thought his insolence, drove him from the door ; but the 
Dean, who was within, hearing the voice of his father, instead 
of embracing the opportunity afforded him of going out and 
bringing in his father in a more private manner, came running 
out, exclaiming, in the presence of his astonished servants, " It 
is my beloved father ;" and falling down on his knees, asked for 
his blessing. Obedience and love to our parents is a very distinct 
and important command of God, upon which He has promised 
His blessing, and His promises never fail.* 

28. buy, lit. get, truth, on every subject ; but especially 
tJie truth of CU)d.« " No price is too great to give for its pur- 
chase."* 

TrutJCs pv/rc7iase (v. 23). — ^I. Every purchaser must have an 
earnest desire after the heavenly commodity. II. He must dUi- 
g-ently frequent the place of sale. III. He must have skill to 
discover that which is offered to him. IV. He must give the 
price according to the commodity. V. He must store it up for 
necessary use. VI. With the knowledge of the truth must be 
joined obedience to the truth. VII. The truth once entertained 
must never be renounced. VIII. A course of obedience once 
entered must never be forsaken. IX The purchase of truth once 
maxle must still be enlarged." 

fidelity to the truth. — Kossuth. — ^When Kossuth, escaping the 
pursuit of the Cossacks, sought the protection of the Sultan, that 
monarch offered him safety, wealth, and high military com- 



« True dignity 
abides with him 
alone who,ii the 
silent hour of In- 
ward thought, 
can still suspect 
and still revere 
himself in lowli- 
ness of heartb" — 
Wordsworth. 



€ WhUearou. 
flWL. 



a "Adults should 
revere the 
parents whom, 
as children, they 
obeyed." — Fom^ 
seL 

V. 19. /. FoOer, i. 
28. 

V.23. M.A.Mei- 
lan, ii. 232. 

"Wine is Uke 
anger ; for it 
makes us strong, 
blind and im- 
patient, and it 
leads us wrong ; 
the strength is 
quickly lost, we 
feel the error 
long." — Crabbe. 
" Wine is a turn- 
coat; first a 
friend, and then 
an enemy. " — 
Fielding. 

bR.T.8. 



a Is. ly. 1; Mat. 
zUl 46, 46. 

& L a t. p r o V. 
"Heaven con- 
cedes everything 
to the laborious." 

r. 23. Bp.Hall,Y. 
150; A. Farin- 
don, ii 373; /. 
Saurin, ii. 371; 
Bp. Butler, 234; 
A. Maedonald, 
163; Theodore 
Parker, 31. 

cS.irieron(ie29). 

"Truth is not 
only a man's or- 
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nament, bnt his 
instroment; it is 
the great man'e 
glory and the 
poor man's stock; 
a man's truth is 
hisUrelihood^his 
recommendation, 
his letters of 
credit"— IF»fcA- 
cote. 



"Truth 
ground 



is the 
of sci- 
ence, the centre 
wherein all 
things repose, 
and is the type 
of eternity. " — 
air Philip Sidney. 

d Quiver, 



** He that cometh 
to seek after 
knowledge, with 
a mind to scorn 
and censure, 
shall be sure to 
find matter for 
his hxmiour, but 
no matter for his 
instruction." 
— Bacon. 



e R. T. S. 



a W, W. Whffihe. 



" It is reported of 
Kedwald, king of 
the East Saxons, 
the first prince of 
this nation that 
was baptised, 
that in the same 
church he had 
one altar for the 
Christian reli- 
gion, another for 
the heathenish 
sacrifices. The 
true believer doth 
otherwise ; h e 
that makes reli- 
gion his work 
gives God the 
whole of his 
heart, without 
halting and with- 
out halving." — 
George Swinnoek. 



mand if he would renonnoe Christiaiiity and embiaoe the reUpon 
of Mahomet. A refnsal of these conditions, for anything he 
knew to the oontrary, would be equivalent to throwing himself 
upon the sword of Bnssia, which was whetted for his destmc- 
tion ; and this was his answer : — '^ Welcome, if need he, the axe 
or the gibbet, but evil befall the tongue that dares to make me 
BO infamous a proposal." Deliberatelj to prefer death to the 
sacrifice of conscience is that kind of Christian integrity en- 
joined in the command, "Fear not them which kill tiie body, 
and after that have no more that they can do ; bnt I will f oie- 
warn yon whom ye shall fear ; fear Him who after He hath 
killed hath power to cast into hell. Yea, I say nnto yon, fear 
Him." — Zmingle. — ^When Ulric Zwingle, the Swiss Befoimer, was 
revolying certain doubts which had arisen in his mind, and had 
nearly arrived at the conclusion that he should soon be called 
upon to attack the Papacy, he proposed to resign a small pension 
^ich the Pope had given him. The legate of the pontiff, how- 
ever, prevailed upon him to retain it, and Zwingle, as he 
announced his intention of doing so, added, " Do not think thit 
for any money I will suppress a single syllable of the troth." 
Zwingle's after life was worthy of tihese words. To be incor- 
ruptible by any form of bribe is an essential part of integrity.^— 
Three SundoAf scholars. — ^A Sunday-school teacher, remarkuig on 
the passage in the Proverbs of Solomon in which he advises ns 
to " buy &e truth, and seU it not," observed, that he who bnjs 
the truth makes a good bargain ; and inquired if any scholar 
recollected any instance in Scripture of a bad bargain. '* I do." 
replied a boy ; '' Esau made a bad bargain when he sold his 
birthright for a mess of pottage." A second said, " Judas made 
a bad bargain when he sold hu Lord for thirty pieces of silver." 
A third observed, " Our Lord tells us, that he makes a bad bargain 
who, to gain the whole world, loses his own soul."* 

24 — 28. (24) wise, wh. may be shown in his seeking after 
the truth. (25) bare thee, special joy comes to the mother 
&om wise and virtuous children. (26) ^ve me, SoL pleads as 
a loving, anxious parent ; but his pleading represents God's 
pleading with us all. Sol. is specially anxious to have attention 
to the advice and warning that immediately succeeds. (27) 
whore, an abandoned woman, who tempts to sins of sensoalitj. 
(28) as for a prey, her prey being innocence and virtue. 

Consecration to God (r. 26). — I. How we should give onr 
hearts to God. 1. Sincerely; 2. Freely; 3. Entirely; 4. Con- 
tinually. II. AVhy we should give our hearts to God. 1. He 
demands it ; 2. Has a right to it ; 3. Is worthy of it ; 4. It is our 
interest to give it." 

The best gift. — ^The three sons of an Eastern lady were inyited 
to furnish ner with an expression of their love before she went 
away for a long journey. One brought a marble tablet, with the 
inscription of her name. Another presented her with a rich 
garland of fragrant flowers. The third entered her presence, 
and thus addrei^ed her : " Mother, I have neither marble tablet 
nor fragrant nosegtiy, but I have a heart ; here your name is en- 
graven, here your memory is precious ; and this heart, full /^ 
affection, wiU follow you wherever you travel, and remain with 
you wherever you repose." 
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29 — 32. (29) woe, ete.^ words prob. ezpresBing distress.* 
wounds, caused by quarrellings of the drunken, redness of 
eyes, a frequent effect of drinking. It may, however, be the 
dimness, or confusion of the eye. (30) mixed wine, ch. ix. 2 ; 
Ib. y. 11. flavoured with spices. Comp. our punch. They seek 
highly .flavoured wine in the spirit of connoisseurs. (31) red, 
wh. prob. indicated the presence of spices that increased its 
stimulating qualities, colour, or *'the bubbles on wh. tJie 
wine-drinker looks with complacency." moveth, ete.f^ or 
goeth down sweetly. (32) adder, or cockatrice. After conse- 
qnenoes to the self-indulgent become terrible and fatal. 

The drunkard's effigy (y, 29). — Some things to be observed. 
I. His sensual indulgence. II. His offensive garrulousness. 
III. His bloodshot face. IV. His wretched condition. V. His 
easy temptability. YI. His reckless stupidity. YII. His un- 
conquerable thirst. Apply : — ^Young men, look at this terrible 
effigy.' 

The doings of drink. — ^A collier brig was stranded on the York- 
shire coast, and a clergyman had occasion to assist in the dis- 
tressing service of rescuing a part of the crew by drawing them 
up a vertical cliff two or three hundred feet in altitude, by 
means of a very small rope, the only material at hand. The 
first two men who caught hold of the rope were hauled safely 
up to the top ; but the next, after being drawn to a considerable 
height, Glipped his hold and fell ; and with the f our^ and last 
who ventured upon this only chance of life, the rope gave way, 
and he also was plunged into the foaming breakers beneath. 
Immediately afterwards the vessel broke up, and the remnant of 
the ill-fated crew perished before our eyes. What now was the 
cause of this heartrending event ? Was it stress of weather, or a 
contrary wind, or unavoidable accident? No such thing. It 
was the entire want of moral conduct in the crew. Every 
sailor, to a man, was in a state of intoxication 1 The helm was 
entrusted to a boy ignorant of the coast. He ran the vessel upon 
the ro(^ at Whitby, and one-half of the miserable, dissipated 
crew awoke to consciousness in eternity.' 

33 — 36. (33) eyes . . women, drinking being exciting to 
sensuality :<> and the tempters taking advantage of the lost self- 
control of those in drink, perverse things, the talk of the 
drunken is often very foul. (34) lieth . . sea, a suggestive 
picture of the inability of the drunken to stand steady, lieth . . 
mast, in drunken drowsiness knowing no danger wherever he 
may be put. (35) stricken, etc.f an imitation of the maunder- 
ings of the drunken man. yet again, drinking habits becoming 
a constant enticement and slavery. 

The Quaker's advice, — ^An elderly gentleman, accustomed to 
" indulge," entered the travellers' room of a tavern where sat a 
grave Friend by the fire. Lifting a pair of green spectacles upon 
his forehead, rubbing his inflamed eyes, and calling for brandy 
and water, he complained to the Friend that ''his eyes were 
g'etting weaker, and that even spectacles didn't seem to do them 
any good." " I'll tell thee, friend, " replied the Quaker, " what I 
think. If thou wouldst wear thy spectacles over thy mouth for 
a few months thine eyes would get well again." — Drwnkards — 
wlicn to he carrected.'—CoTreot not your servants when they are 
drunk, it shows as if you were drunk yourself.* 

vol. vn. o.T. p 



a <*The sharp 
tonch of the sa- 
tirist repro- 
duces the actual 
inarticulate ut- 
terances of 
drunkenness." — 
^k. Com. 

bPossiblj its 
foaming, or 
sparkling, may 
be meant. 

rv.S9,80. J.Ram- 
My, 69. 

c Dr. D. Thomas. 

" The sight of a 
drunkard is a 
better sermon 
against that vice 
than the best 
that was ever 
preached upon 
that subject." — 
SavUU. 

dR.T.3. 

"A drunken man 
is like a drovmed 
man, a fool, and 
a madman; one 
draught above 
heat makes him 
a fool; the second 
mads him; and 
the third drowns 
him. " — Shake- 
speare. 



a " The moral ef- 
fects of diink are 
—it inflames pas- 
sion, lays open 
the heart, pro- 
duces insensd- 
bility to the 
greatest dangers, 
and debars ftrom 
reformation 
under the se- 
verest BaSBt' 
inga."—Fausset. 
b "He tells how 
he feebly remem- 
bers having ex- 
perienced, with- 
out really feeling, 
even blows and 
bodily abuse of 
other kinds, 
while he was in 
hisintoxication." 
— 0. Ztfekler. 
v.U. F.L.PetU- 
pierre, iL 87. 
c Cleobulus. 
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CHAPTER TEE TWENTY-FOUBTH. 

1, 2. (1) envious, etc., Ps. xxxvii. 1, Ixziii. 3. (2) stndietli, 
plottetii, plaxmeth, what really will prove to be deetmctioxL 

The villany and abs^irdity of gin {v. 1). — ^I. The Tillany of sin. 
Here is a description of sinners. 1. Their stadj is deskaction ; 
2. Their speech is mischief. II. The absorditj of sin. 1. Sin 
enyies the most unenviable things ; 2. Sin desires the mosb un- 
desirable things.* 
Deacription and origin of envy. — 
Envy at last crawls forth from hell*s dire throng, 
Of 1^1 the direfnU'st I her black locks hung long, 
Attir'd with curling serpents ; her pale skin 
Was almost dropped from her sharp bones within ; 
And at her breast stuck vipers, which did prey 
Upon her panting heart both night and day, 
Sucking black blood from thence, which to repair, 
Both day and night they left fresh poisons there. 
Her garments were deep-stain'd in human gore, 
And torn by her own hands, in which she bore 
A knotted whip and bowl, which to the brim 
Did with green gall and juice of wormwood swim ; 
With which, when she was drunk, she furious grew, * 
And lashed herself : thus from the accursed crew 
Envy, the worst of fiends, herself presents ; 
Envy, good only when she herself torments.* 

3, 4. (3) a house, put here as a fig. of the family. 'What 
applies to the house applies much more to the rearing of a family. 
established, on sound and good foundations. (4) chaoibers, 
the parts of wh. the house is made up ; the members of the 
famUy. precious and pleasant, right and beautifuL 

Intelligent goodness {vv. 3 — 7). — ^We shall take wisdom here not 
only as representing piety, but piety in association with intelli- 
gence and skill. I. It is conducive to wealth. II. It is con- 
ducive to power. 1. Intelligence apart from piety is iK>wer: i 
Piety apart from intelligence is a higher kind of power ; 3. Pietr 
associated with intelligence is the highest creature power, in. 
It is conducive to safety. 1. It takes counsel of the wise ; 2. 1'^ 
has power at the gate.* 

The philosopher and the ferryman. — ^A philosopher stepped on 
board a ferryboat to cross a stream ; on the passage he inqniml 
of the ferryman if he understood arithmetic. The man lookeii 
astonished. " Arithmetic 1 No, sir, never heard of it before. * 
The philosopher replied : " I am very sorry, for one quarter oi* 
your life is gone." A few minutes after, he asked the fenyman : 
'* Do you know anything of mathematics 1 " The boatman emil^^- 
and replied, " No." " Well, then," said the philosopher, " another 
quarter of your life is gone." A third question was asked the 
ferryman : " Do you understand astronomy ? " " Oh, no, no I 
never heard of such a thing." " Well, my friend, then another 
quarter of your life is gone." Just at this moment the boat nn 
on a rock, and was sinking, when the ferryman jumped np- 
pulled off his coat, and asked the philosopher, with gnat eameftt- 
ness of manner, "Sir, can you swim?'* "No," said the philo- 



o Ihr, D. Thomat. 
** Ab a 8ba<low 
acoompanies 
thofle that walk 
In the son, so 
envy is a con* 
stant companion 
<rf those that ex- 
cel others. As 
there is no 
■faadow where 
there is no son, 
80 there is no 
envy where there 
is no prosperity. 
As ihe joys of the 
happy increase, 
the sorrows of the 
envious multiply. 
As a ship tossed 
with continual 
waves, so the 
envlou» is always 
In trouble of 
mind, repining at 
the success of 
others."— CSaio- 
dray. 
b CouiUy. 



a Dr. J>. Thomas. 
Athanasius once' 
said, **It the 
world goes 
against truth, 
then Athanasius 
goes against the 
world, for Jeho- 
vah and Athana- 
sius are always a 
majority." 
"Truth is the 
joining or sepa- 
rating of signs, 
as the things sig- 
nified agree or 
d i s a g r e e." — 
Locke. 

"The more we 
lniow,the greater 
our thirst for 
knowledge. The 
water Uly, in the 
midst of waters, 
opens its leaves 
and expands its 
Iietals at the first 
pattering of 
showers, and re- 
joices in the 
rain-drops with 
a quicker sym- 
pathy than the 
parched shrub in- 
the sandy de- 
mst:*— Coleridge, 
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sopher. "Well, then," said the ferryman, "yonr whole life is 
lost ; for the boat is going to the bottom." 

5, 6. (5) is strong, lit. is in strength, i.e. is rooted and esta- 
blished in it. (6) counsel, etc., comp. ch. zi. 14, xz. 18. 

Application of hnmledge. — In a dark night, I once saw a feeble 
lamp straggling to pieroe the dense darkness ; bnt the mighty 
genius of night defied its impotent rays. Near by, I saw another 
lamp, of the same general pattern, whose light streamed out 
dazzlingly into the distant darkness. I asked, " Why does this 
lamp give more light than the other ? Is the oil better ? " " No." 
"Does it bum more oil?" "No." "Is the burner better?" 
" No." " But, surely, it generates more light ? " Unexpectedly, 
the answer was " No." " Why, then, does it emit a light so much 
more dazzling than tlie other ?" This was the answer : " Do you 
see behind 3iat bright lamp the polished reflector, which the 
other has not? That reflector gamers all the divergent rays, 
and converges and flings them out in one glittering flood of 
light." Professor Jaques thus illustrates two men equally learned ; 
one having the power of reducing his knowledge to practice, and 
the other destitute of it. 

7—9. (7) in tlie gate, ch. xxii. 22.« (8) miscliieYoas, 

because he is set upon doing the wrong, which is always injurious 
and mischievous. (9) thought . . sin, i.e, cherishing the foolish 
and the wilful is sin. The suggestion of evil is not our sin, but 
the cherishing of the evil suggestion is our sin. scorner, or 
scoffer. 

Aitpect8 of depravity {vv. 8, 9).— Depravity is represented to us 
in the text as — ^I. Mischievous in purpose. 1. This is the work 
of the devil ; 2. It is the work to which he inspires aU his fol- 
lowers. II. As sinful in thought. 1. Voluntary ; 2. Involun- 
tary. III. As abhorrent in chaxacter.* 

A silent reproof— The Rev. Mr. W , missionary at the Sand- 
wich Islands, a short time before leaving America, took a passage 
from New York to New Haven in a packet. In the evening, a 
company of fellow-passengers, who were quite profane, gathered 
round a table on which was the only light burning in the cabin, 

and soon became deeply engaged in gambling. Mr. W , after 

reflecting some time on the best means of reproving them, drew 
a Bible from his trunk, and politely requested that he might 
have a seat at the same table, for the purpose of reading. The 
sight of the Bible at once stopped their swearing ; and after 
gambling in total silence about ten minutes, they all left the 
table and went upon deck — thus evincing that the silent re- 
proofs of a good man, with the Bible in his hand, are too loud 
and too pointed for the guilty consciences of some gamblers to 
endure.* 

10 — 12. (10) faint, under trial, or temptation : the day of 
straits, small, or strait; a play on the word. (11) forbear, 
etc., reference is to neglect of fiie proper duty of a king to defend 
those 'who are unjustly condemned. The veto of life and death 
is in the hand of the king." (12) we knew it not, the excuse 
of negflect, wh. cannot be accepted bee. due inquiry may not have 
been made, render . . works, " Crod's retributive justice cannot 
be avoided by professed ignorance." 

The folly of vain excuses (w, 11, 12). — ^I. The excuses by which 

p2 



«.6. J.AhernKthy, 
iii 86 ; y. C. Qah 
lotcay, 309. 

"A oUmbing 
height it is, with- 
out a head, depth 
without bottom, 
waj without end; 
a drde with no 
line environ'd, 
not oomprehend- 
ed,—«ll it com- 
prehends worth 
infinite, yet satis- 
fies no mind ; till 
it that infinite of 
the Godhead 
tind."—OrevUle. 

"Setting down In 
writing is a last- 
ing memory." — 
Fielding. 



a "Wisdom is in 
high places, 
whose lofty alti- 
tudes cannot be 
scaled by fools." 
— Wordsworth. 



V. 9. Dr. 
Fiddesy i. 60. 



R. 



b Dr. D. ITiomas. 

"Weigh not so 
much what men 
say as what they 
prove; remem- 
bering that truth 
is simple and 
naked, and needs 
pot invective to 
apparel her oome- 
liness." — -Sir 
PhUip Sidney. 

e Whiteeross, 

To the "tree of 
knowledge " be 
sure there be 
added "the tree 
of life." 

a"Instead of 
fainting (and 
&lling short of 
duty) in the day 
of adversity, the 
man is to help 
others to the 
uttermost of his 
power."— <SjJit. 
Com. 

V.12. Bp. Sander- 
jon,603. 

rr. 11, 12. Dr. P. 
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Doddridgt, ill. 
S39. 

b C. Simeon, MJL. 

"The only way 
to make the mMi 
of mankind see 
the beaaty of 
justice is by 
showing them in 
pretty plain 
terms the oonse* 
qnenoe ol injns- 
tioe." — i8|f(iii«|f 
Smith, 

e Doddridge, 



a Comp, Fb. six. 
10. 

"Honey entered 
largrely into the 
diet of Heb. chil- 
dren (Is. vii 16), 
80 that it was a 
natnral emblem 
for the pnrest 
and simplest wia- 
dom,"—Spk. Com. 

b Pr. xxlii 18. 

"Hebrew, In 
point of force and 
parity, seems at 
its height in 
Isaiah; it is meet 
corrupt in Daniel, 
and not much 
less so in Eccte- 
siastes; which I 
cannot believe to 
have been actu- 
ally composed by 
Solomon, but ra- 
ther suppose to 
have been so at- 
tributed by the 
Jews, in their 
passion for as- 
cribing all works 
of that sort to 
their grand mo- 
narque." — Cole- 
ridge. 



a " From the Pall 
to this hour there 
has been in the 
mind of the 
wicked an aver- 
sion to the truly 
righteous. In 
every chapter of 
hum. history this 
enmity is re- 



men deodye their own aools, as pleas for the neglect — 1. Of leli- 
giouB duties ; 2. Of moral duties. II. The folly of resting in 
them, for God— 1. Will judge with truth ; 2. Will reward with 
equity. Let the subject teach us —(1 ) To be jealous oyer ourselves 
with a godly jeaJousy ; (2) To liye in the daily expectation of 
the future judgment.* 

Jtutioe to the condemned. — ^It was allowed among the Jews that 
if any person could offer anything in f ayour of a prisoner after 
sentence was passed, he might be heard before execution was 
done ; and therefore it was usual, as the Mishna shows, that 
when a man was led to execution, a crier went before him and 
proclaimed, '* This man is now going to be executed for sudi a 
crime, and such and such are witnesses against him . whoever 
knows him to be innocent, let him come forUi, and make it 
appear." « 

18, 14. (13) honey . . honeycomb, the figs, for food that 
is specially pleasant and agreeable.* Hon^ was one of the 
choice productions of Canaan, and it was as healthful and 
strengthening as it was pleasant. (14) knowledge of 
wisdom, lit. ** Know wisdom for thy soul." Let it be to thy 
soul as honey to thy palate, rewajfa, lit. after-part, expec- 
tation, of blessing out of knowledge.* 

The sweetness ^ Divine wisdom (v^v. 13, 14). — ^As honey is to 
the bodily appetite, so is wisdom to the soul. I. Under peculiar 
circumstances. Thus, to the trayeller honey is a refreshment ; so 
to heayen-bound trayellers is wisdom. II. In its assodations. 
Thus Samson*s honey would remind him of his preyious en- 
counter with the lion ; and Biyine wisdom sometimes reminds ns 
of the yictories of grace. III. In its accumulations. Honey is 
extracted from a thousand flowers, and carefully stored; so 
wisdom is drawn from many texts, and lodged in the memoir. 
lY. In its assimilation. Honey must be taken into the body, 
etc. ; wisdom must be mentally digested. V. In its fitness to 
the palate. Honey is not liked by aU, nor is wisdom. 

Honey an emblem of pleasure. — In this country persons do not 
"find" honey nnder circumstances which constitute them its 
lawful possessors, though they may obtain it by purchase or by 
bee-nurture. But the caution touches those who do not liye in a 
" land flowing with milk and honey." The honey is unmistak- 
ably the representatiye of pleasure, attainable, we may say. by 
things lawful in themselyes, and only eyil when abused. Just 
as bread sets forth, in figure, the daily comforts of life yiewed 
en massej so does honey stand for those pleasures an excess of 
which causes a moral surfeit. The same idea occurs in the 
writings of some of the })agans of olden time, for we find an 
ancient philosopher adyising his pupils that honey ^ould be 
eaten with the tip of the finger. 

15, 16. (15) O wicked man, better, "with wicked men."' 
I against the dwelling, thinking to charge some iniquity 
j upon it, or compass some design agiiinst it. (IC) falleth, into 
I such calamities as men by wi(£ed devices may bring upon him. 
I There is no reference here to the good man's fallmg into si». 
I " The point of the teaching is not the liability of eyen good men 
1 to err, but God's providen^al care oyer them. * seven times, 
j a definite put for an indefinite number.' Comp. our t^xn, " again 
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and again.'* There is a marvelloTis buoyancy in goodness, 
shall fall/ and know no uprising. 

A mord to the wicked concerning the good (v. 15). — I. What is 
implied in this text ? 1. That the wicked can discern goodness ; 
2. That he is maliciously diroosed to destroy the good man ; 8. 
That he is envious of him. ll. What is taught in it? 1. That 
a good man may fall before the machinations of the wicked ; 2. 
That if he recover from the f aJl, he will still pursue the right 
way ; 3. That the fall of the wicked adds to his disgrace. 

Malicioiunesg corrected, — ^A gentleman liad a garden, in which 
he took great delight. It was surrounded by the cottages 
of his tenants and labourers, to whom he justly looked as 
the protectors of his property, and felt secure, inasmuch as no 
peiBon could approach his premises but through theirs. He had 
for some days watched the progress of a fine bed of tulips. '* To- 
morrow," said he, " they will be in full perfection," and he in- 
vited a company of friends to witness the display of their beauties. 
In the morning he hastened to the spot ; but to his utter astonish- 
ment, the whole bed was a scene of shrivelled desolation. Some 
unaccountable influence had withered every stem, and each 
flower lay prostrate and fading on the ground. A short time 
afterwards, a bed of ranunculuses shared the same fate ; and in 
sncoession several other choice and favourite productions. At 
length the gentleman became persuaded that the destruction did 
not proceed from any natural cause, such as blight or lightning, 
but that it must have been occasioned by the intentional mischief 
of Bome treacherous and malignant individual who had access to 
the grounds. He resolved therefore to watch, and engaged a 
friend to accompany him for that purpose. After remaining in 
their station some time, they saw a person come out of one of the 
cxyttages, and apply some destructive preparation to the roots of 
such flowers as were advancing to blossom. The gentleman at 
once recognised him as a workman whom, a few weeks before, he 
had had occasion to reprove, and who thus malignantly gratified 
his resentment. His friend strongly urged that the offender 
should be prosecuted, and offered to bear witness against him. 
But the proprietor replied, " No ; I am much obliged by your 
kindness in remaining with me ; I have ascertained the author 
of the mischief, and am satisfied ; I must use another method of 
dealing wit^ him." In the morning, the gentleman ordered his 
servant to purchase a fine joint of meat, and carry it to the 
cottage of this man, desiring he would enjoy it with his family. 
This treatment, so contrary to his deserts and expectations, 
proved the means of effectually humbling and softening his 
stubborn and malignant heart. The offender presented himself 
before his injured master, freely confessed his guilt, implored 
forgiveness, and proved from that day forward a most faithful, 
diligent, and devoted servant. "If thine enemy hunger, feed 
him ; if he thirst, give him drink ; for in so doing tiiou shalt heap 
coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome 
evil with good."' 

17, 18. (17) redoice not, "delight in injury is the twin 
sister to a plotting intrigue and violence."* stumbleth, see 
the word used in verse 16, " fall into mischief." (18) displease 
him, Heh, " it be evil in His eyes." turn . . him, and bring 
that wrath to bear on you.* 



vealed."— Ztop. 
TTkomcM, D.D. 

h Ps. zxxiv. 19. 

* Job V. 19. 

d "Are brought 
to a downfall by 
calamity."— 0. 
ZOekUr. 

w. 16, 16. W. 
Berrimant L 810. 

"Think, when 
yoa are enraged 
at any one, what 
your sentimente 
would probably 
become i&ould he 
die during the 
dispute." —iSftm- 
stone. 

The infatuated 
Caligula slew his 
brother because 
he was a beauti- 
ful young man. 

*' There is no 
small degree of 
malicious craft in 
fixing upon a 
season to give a 
mark of enmity 
and ill-will: a 
word — a look, 
which at one 
time would make 
no impression, at 
another time 
wounds the 
heart, and, like a 
shaft flying with 
the wind, pierces 
deep, which with 
its own natural 
force would 
scarce have 
reached the ob- 
ject aimed at." — 
i^eme. 

"Th^ say that 
love and tears 
are learned with- 
out any master; 
and I may say 
that there is no 
great need of 
studying at the 
court to learn 
envy and re- 
venge."-J<r. Caus- 
sin. 

eRT.S. 



a Job xxxi. 29; 
Ps. XXXV. 16 ; Pr. 
xvii.6. 

Be more glad to 
see a man'a 
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amendment than 
Mb punishment. 

h " Lest He torn 
His wrath to 
thee."--&fttt;«nM. 

"Thy joy will he 
suicidal, the 
wrath of the 
righteous Judge 
will be turned 
upon thee as the 
greater offender, 
and thou wilt 
have to bear a 
worse evil than 
that which thou 
exultest in." — 
SpJt, Com. 

<*He that is not 
concerned that 
his brother 
should perish is 
in great danger 
of perishing him- 
self —ifp. WU- 
lon. 

e The King*t Son. 



«P8.1xxiii.2, 8; 
Pr. L 11. 



b Lit. 
ture." 



no fu- 



c Jobx3il7;P8. 
xxxYiL2. 

The way of every 
man is declara- 
tive of the end of 
that man. Men 
reap as they sow. 

w. 19, 20. J. G. 
ZollUoffer, 1.216; 
J. W. Warter, L 
S63. 

« Genius may co- 
exist with wUd- 
ness, idleness, 
folly, even with 
crime; but not 
long, believe me, 
with selfishness, 
and the indul- 
gence of an envi- 
ous disposition." 
— Coleridge, 

" Our aim is 
happiness ; 'tis 
yours, 'tis mine, 
he said ; 't;s the 
pursuit of all 
that live, yet few 
attain it, if'twas 



MeUiee overruled for good to the good (yv. 17, 18). — ^I. The 
enyioos heart— 1. Bejoices revengefully when an enemy falls ; 2. 
Is glad when a man in the right way stumbles. IT. Grod's 
rebnke of envy. 1. He sees it; 2. Is displeased with it; 3. 
Helps the man who falls or stumbles, not because of merit onlj, 
but also to rebuke the envious ; 4. This may explain the recoveiy 
of men in many instances, and serve to moderate the exultation 
of the just ; their deliverance may be not a reward to them, but 
a rebuke to others. 

Billy Bray't parable. — ^A celebrated local preadier, generally 
known as Buly Bray, was once preaching with great effect to a 
large congregation, principally miners. In that neighbourhood 
there were two mines, one very prosperous and the other quite 
the reverse, for the work was hard and the wages low. He 
represented himself as working at that mine, but on the " pay- 
day " going to the prosperous one for his wages. But had he 
not been at work at the other mine? the manager inquired. 
He had, but he liked the wages at the good mine l^e best. He 
pleaded very earnestly, but in vain. He was dismissed at last 
with the remark, from which there was no appeal, that he must 
come there to work if he came there for his wages. And then 
he turned upon the congregation, and the effect was almost irre- 
sistible, that they must serve Christ here if they would share His 
glory hereafter ; but if they would serve the devil now, to him 
they must go for their wages by-and-by.« 

19, 20. (19) fret not, etc^ as Ps. xxxvii. 1. envious, be 
not excited, bum not against. The undeserved prosperity of 
wicked men might excite to imitation of their wicked conduct* 
(20) no reward,* none as a Divine recognition ; none that 
shall be permanent and satisfying, candle, or lamp : cL 
xiii. 9.« 

A common fault corrected (vv. 19, 20). — I. The fault defined. — 
"fret," etc. Men are fretful sometimes when they see the 
prosperity of the wicked, as compared with the sorrows of the 
good ; they sometimes wish they had some of the good things 
that fall to others, and excuse their envy by thinking of what in 
suchacase they would do. II. The fault corrected. The wicked 
shall have no reward for any good he may have done : *^ they 
have their reward," " their candle," etc., i.e. the light of their 
fame, office, power, wealth, life. 

PhociorCs dyitig charge to his son. — ^Phocion was an Athenian, 
bom some four hundred years B.C., and one of the most upright 
and benevolent heathen that ever lived. Yet he was condemned 
to die as a criminal, and denied even a grave in the country to 
which he had devoted his life. What could be more unjust in 
the Athenians, than putting their public benefactor to death in 
such a way as this ? They sadly repented their madness after- 
wards, put the accuser to death, and erected a statue to Phocion's 
memory. But when Phocion had taken the poison which he 
was condemned to drink, and was about to die, " he charged hl< 
son, with his last breath, that he ^ould show no resentment 
against his persecutors."^ — Choice of happiness or misery. — He 
that will allow exquisite and endless happiness to be but the 
possible consequence of a good life here, and the contrary state 
the possible reward of a bad one, must own himself to judge veir 
mudi amiss if he does not conclude that a virtuous life, with the 
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certajn ezpectation of eyerlasting bliss which may come, is to be 
preferred to a Ticioos one, with tibe fear of that dreadful state of 
misery which it is yery i)08Bibl6 may overtake the guilty, or at 
best &e terrible uncertaiB hope of aimihilation. This is evidently 
80, though the virtuous life here had nothing but pain, and the 
vicious, continual pleasure ; which yet is, for tike most part, quite 
otherwise, and wicked men have not much the odds to brag of, 
even in their present possession ; nay, all things righldy con- 
sidered, have, I think, the worse pejrt here. But when infinite 
happiness is put in one scale, agaiiusft infinite mis^ in the other, 
if the worst that comes to l^e pious man, if he mistakes, be the 
best that the wicked attain to, if he be in the right, who can 
without madness run the venture? ^Yho in his wits would 
choose to come within a possibility of infinite misery, which if 
he miss there is yet nothing to be got by that hazard ? whereas, 
on the other side, the sober man ventures nothing against infinite 
happiness to be got, if his expectation comes to pass. If the 
good man be in the right, he is eternally happy ; if he mistakes, 
he is not miserable, he feels nothing. On the other side, if the 
wicked be in the right, he is not happy ; if he mistakes, he is 
infinitely miserable. Must it not be a most manifest wrong 
judgment that does not presently see to which side in this case 
the preference is to be g^ven ? ' 

21, 22. (21) fear . . king, ctmp, Ec. viii. 2, x. 20 ; 1 Pe. ii. 
17. given to change, ei^er in the religious worship or the 
national govemment.« Those who oppose the present order, 
who are seditious, revolutionary. (22) suddenly,^ because 
agitators are dealt with vigorously. To discovered rebels little 
mercy is shown, of them both, i.e. of them that fear not lie 
Lord, and of them that fear not the king; meddling dema- 
gogues. 

Fear God and the Mng (v. 21). — ^I. According to their several 
relations : God supremely, the king subordins^ly. II. Accord- 
ing to the departments of their rule : " render to Caesar," etc. 
III. According to the justness of their administrations. IV. Ac- 
cording to the end of Hfe, when God will be everything, and the 
Mng a man like thyself. 

Sad end of a clmrch member. — ^Never shall I forget the end of 
one with whom I was well acquainted, a member of ihe church 
of which I was pastor at Perth. At the solicitation of a traveller 
with whom he did business, he retired one evening to an hotel. 
For the first time in his life he became intoxicated, went home, 
and in the heat of passion excited by liquor inflicted on his wife 
injuries of which she died. In due time he was tried, the evi- 
dence was conclusive, and sentence of death was pronounced. 
Kever shall the scene be effaced from my memory. I attended 
iim in his cell, and was the last to leave him on the scaffold ; 
and there, within sight of the church of which he had been forty 
years a member, was he hanged like a dog I * 

23—26. (23) respect of persons, i.e. so as to allow such 
respect to pervert judgment. Lit. "to discern faces," so show- 
ing partiality.* (24) wicked . . righteous, this represents a 
false judicial decision, wh. justifies l£e wicked, people cnrse, 
nothing so quickly embitters a people as corruption in the 
JountainB of justioe. (26) rebuke, the wicked; judging 



e'er attained; 
bat they the 
widest wander 
from the mark, 
who thro' the 
flowery paths of 
sauntering joy 
seek this coy god- 
dess."— ^rfli- 
ttrong. 

dCheeoer. 

e Locke, 

''As flies leave 
the sound, and 
light upon the 
corrupt^ and 
putrefied parts of 
the body, and so 
delight in the 
filth that it is 
hard to keep 
them from it, so 
an envious man 
has no pleasure 
in good qualities, 
but only in that 
which is diseased 
and corrupted." 
— Cbtrdmy. 

a ** Lit. altererg ; 
men of fickleness, 
who cannot be 
relied on." — 
Worditcorth, 

6 "Those that are 
of restless, fac- 
tious, turbulent 
spirite,commonly 
pull mischief 
upon their own 
heads ere they 
are aware."-ira<. 
Henry. 

" The only last- 
ing foundation of 
civil obedience is 
the fear of God ; 
and the truest in- 
terest of princes 
is to maintain tJie 
honour of reli- 
gion, by wh. they 
secure their 
cfwn."—Bp. Sher- 
loci. 

c Dr. J. Bums, 



a "11 they who 
employ their la- 
bour and travail 
about the publio 
administra^on of 
justioe, follow it 
only as a trade. 
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righteooB judgment, good blessing, that of a people wlio 
feel Beonze beoanse justioe rulee. (26) kiss, etc, better, '^Ee 
shall kifls lipe that giveth a right answer :" i.e. He shill gain the 
hearts of men by answering righteously, right answer, lit, 
plain words ; not deoeptive, or obscure. 

Jletpeot of persons {v, 23). — ^I. Shows a mercenary spirit. IL 
Betrays a tTzannoos heart towards the poor. III. Manifests a 
truckling spirit to the rich. lY. Exhibits a cowardly mind 
towards the powerfuL Y. Demonstrates a mean view of jnstloe. 
YI. Treasures up a fearful retribution, when one will be ju^G^ed 
as he now judges. 

JEtuy way to confer happiness, — " If a ciyil word or two will 
render a man happy," said a French king, ^' he must be wretched 
indeed who will not give them to him." Were superiors to keep 
this in view, yea, were all mankind to obserre it, how mu6h 
happier would the world be than what it is I We may say of 
this disposition, ** that it is like lighting another man's candle 
by one's own, which loses none of its ^ght by what the otha 
gains."* — Title and character. — ^An elector of Cologne, who is 
likewise an archbishop, one day swearing profanely, asked a 
peasant, who seemed to wonder, what he was so surprised at? 
** To hear an archbishop swear,'* replied the peasant. '' I swear," 
replied the elector, " not as an archbishop, but as a prince." 
" But, my lord," said the peasant, *^ when the prince goes to the 



oertainly, and 
points oat the 
way that leads to 
the attainment <k 
ib This is that 
which preralled 
with St. Augus- 
tine to study the 
Scriptures, and 
engaged his affec- 
tion to them : — 
"In Cicero and 
Plato, and other 
such writerSj'says 
he, 'I meet with 
many things 
acutely said, 
and things that 
excite a certain 
warmth of emo- 
tion, but in none 
of them do I And 
these words, 
Gome unto Me, 
all ye that labour, 
and are heavy 
laden, and I will 
give you rest 
(Matt. xi. 28).'"- 
S. T. Coleridge, 

e WhUeeross. 

d Alex. Smith, 



a " Take care, by 
the profitable and 



Happiness in nature and riches contrasted, — 

I sit to-night 
As dreary as the pale deserted East, 
That sees the sun, the sun that once was hers, 
Forgetful of her, flattering his new love. 
The happy blushing West. In these long streets 
Of traffic and of noise, the human hearts 
Are hard and loveless as a wreck-strewn coast ; 
Eternity doth wear upon her face 
The veU of time. They only see the veil, 
And thus they Imow not what they stand so near. 
Oh, ridi in gold I Beggars in heart and soul 1 
Poor as the empty void 1 Why I, even I, 
Sitting in this bare chamber with my thoughts. 
Are richer than ye all, despite your bales. 
Your streets of warehouses, your mighty mills. 
Each booming like a world, faint heard in space. 
Your ships ; unwilling fires, that day and night 
Writhe in your service seven years, then die 
Without one taste of peace. Do ye believe 
A simple primrose on a grassy bank 
Forth-peeping to the sun, a wild-bird's nest, 
The great orb, dying in a ring of clouds. 
Like hoaiy Jacob 'mong his waiting sons ; 
The rising moon, and the young sturs of Gk)d, 
Are things to love ? With these my soul is brimmed ; 
With a diviner and serener joy 
Than aU thy heaven of money-bags can bring 
Thy dry heart. Worldling ! '' 

27. without, in the field, etc. The business of life, \xj wh. 
the means of subsistence is gained, is conceived of as away from 
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the dwelling-liouse.' " Let those things wh. are obTionslj most 
important and necessary be done first." bnild . . house, either 
" raise a dwelling," as distinct from a tent in the field ; or " found 
a family," <* set up a domestic establishment."* 

TJie chief things first (v. 27). — I. Apply the advice here given 
to the common things of life. The principal thing is to secore 
the means of living : the sphere of the spending will follow in 
dae course. A word to young married people who are apt to begin 
life with too large establishments. II. Apply it to t^e higher 
concerns of t^e soid. ^^ Seek first the kingdom of God," etc. 

" Fear nothing hut sin" — ^A group had gathered around the 
oouch. of a dying mother. In an hour least expected the summons 
had come, bidding her depart to the spirit-land. She had but a 
moment to think, to say farewell to the loved ones of her house- 
hold. Hastily calling them together, they were only in time to 
hear her dying message — " Fear nothing but sin." It was all 
that she could say. Upon the sound of the last word, the cord 
of life Bnapx>ed, and "she was not, for Gk>d took her." The 
children were motherless, but what a legacy she had left them I 
In that single moment of her life she had given them advice 
of a priceless nature. Through all their days it might re- 
main witii tJiem, and serve as a safe guide on life's pilgrimage.* — 
Experience regarding happiness. — Eight gentlemen were once 
travelling together ; when each gave his experience in reply to 
the question, "Are you happy, fully happy?" A banker said 
that he had acquired a fortune, which was invested beyond a 
possibility of loss ; that he had a most lovely and devoted family, 
yet the thought that he must leave them aU for ever cast a 
funeral-pall over the decline of his life. A military officer said 
that he had known glory and the intoxication of triumph ; but 
after l^e battle he passed over the field, and foimd a brother- 
officer dying. Trying to relieve him, the dying man said, " Thank 
you ; but it is too late. We must all die : think upon it ; think 
upon it." This scene and these words fastened upon him, and he 
could find no deliverance. He confessed his unhappiness. A 
diplomatist spoke of tihe honours and gratitude showered upon 
him during a long and successful career, yet confessed an empti- 
ness of the heart, a secret malady, which all his honours could 
not cure. A poet told of the pleasures he enjoyed with the 
Muses ; of the applause of the people ; of his fame, which he was 
assured was immortal : but, dissatisfied, he cries out, " What is 
such an immortality ? " and declares his unsatisfied longing for 
a higher immortalify. A man of the world said that his effort 
had been to laugh at everything ; to look at the bright side of 
things, and be gay ; to find pleasure in the ball-room, theatre, 
and other amusements ; yet confessed that he sometimes had the 
enniti^ and was not perfectly happy. A lawyer of threescore and 
ten said that he had health, wealth, reputation, and domestic 
felicity; that, during his period of labour, he longed for just 
what he now possess^ ; but he did not find the expected enjoy- 
ment, and contentment was not his heritage. His hours were 
long- ; his existence monotonous : he was not fully happy. A 
religious professor, who seems to have been only a ritualist at 
best, professed his strict adherence to the doctrines of the Gospel, 
and lus punctual performance of its duties, without being happy 
at aXL A Christian physician narrated his search for happiness 



diligent proseoa- 
tion of your la- 
bours in the field, 
first of all for the 
needful and re- 
liable BuppOTt of 
your existence ; 
then you may go 
on to the build- 
ing up of your 
establishment." - 
0. ZSekUr. 
A man should 
have property 
well realised and 
secured before he 
enters on schemes 
of expensive 
building. 
» Ex. i. 81 ; De. 
MCT. 9; Eu. iv. 
11. 

r.37. Dr. T.Hunt. 
78. 

** It was once 
said by Solon, 
'No man ought 
to be called a 
happy man till 
he dies,' because 
he does not know 
what his life is 
to be; but Chris- 
tians may always 
call themselves 
happy men here, 
because, wher- 
ever their tent is 
carried, they 
cannot pitch it 
where the cloud 
does not move, 
and where they 
are not surround- 
ed by a circle of 
fire. 'I will be a 
wall of fire round 
about them, and 
their glory in 
the midst' They 
cannot dwell 
where Gk)d is not 
householder, 
warder, and bul- 
wark of salva- 
tion."— j^^yeon. 
c Amer. Paper. 
''As the enmity 
which is between 
eagles and dra- 
gons, the boar 
and the elephant, 
between whom it 
is reported there 
is such discOTd 
and hatred that, 
even when they 
are dead, their 
blood will in no 
wise mingle to- 
gether; BO envy 
and virtue can in 
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no wise agree. 
He that wlU be 
in fayour wlUi 
the enyioos num 
must needs be 
▼idous. " — Cat^- 
dray. 

a ** Do not speak 
even truth need- 
lessly against 
any, and never 
falsehood." — 
Fauuet. 

h Comp. Fa. 
IxxviU. 3<. 
c "The teacher 
enters his protest 
against vindic- 
tiveness in every 
form, and thus 
foreshadows the 
higher lessons of 
the Sermon on 
the Mount." — 
Spk. Com. 
Mat. V. 43—46; 
Ro. xU. 17. 
**If we will needs 
be our own oar- 
vers, and judges 
in our own cause, 
we forfeit the 
benefit of an ap- 
peal to G-od's tri- 
bunal."— J/iz^ 
Henry. 

r».28— 29. Dr. 8. 
Clarke, si.lbl. 
** When we re- 
prove our brother 
we must be care- 
ful we violate not 
his credit. So 
Christ only 
looked upon 
Peter; lest, if 
He had spoken to 
him, the Jews 
overhearing 
might have re- 
viled and up- 
braided Peter 
with his trea- 
-chery to his 
Master. So also 
at supper when 
He reproved 
Judas, He spake 
in general terms, 
• One of you.' "— 
PhUip Hairy. 



in the world and in his profession in yain ; how he had been led 
by the ScriptfareB to see himself a sinner, and to look to Christ as 
hiB Sayiotir : sinoe which he had found peace, contentment, and 
joy, and had no fear of the end, which to him was but tiie com- 
menoement. 

28, 29. (28) without cause, i.e. without preasingr necessity.* 
One of the weaknesses of Eastern people is their readiness to wit- 
ness, and to witness anything that may be desired. This makes 
the conduct of courts of justice in India exceedingly difficult, 
deoeive, better read as interrogative, " Wilt thou deceiye with 
thy lips?"* (29) as . . to me, the expression of the spirit of 
recenffe, or retaliation,' ch. xx. 22. 

RetaXiation (r. 29). — I. The real spirit of it is one of revenge. 
II. The pretence is justice. III. The golden rule is, do as ycm 
would be done by, not as you would be done unto. lY. Suppose 
God were to deal with you as you deal with one another. Y. 
Forgive, as you hope to be forgiven. See the Lord's parable of 
the wicked servant, who, being forgiven, forgave not Ms feUow- 
servant. 

A murder prevented. — ^A pious minister, travelling by coach to 
a neighbouring village, engaged in conversation wi& his fellow- 
travd[Ler8. After conversing on a variety of subjects, more or 
less serious, the subject of revenge was introduce. Every one 
was anxious to give his opinion. "Not to be arenged is 
cowardice," said one. "The best revenge," said another, "is to 
despise one's enemy, and hate him, without doing him any hann." 
The minister, in his turn, begged to be allowed to give-lua 
opinion. "Messieurs," said he, "let us consult, before all, the 
Word of God ; " and opening biis Testament, he read the words, 
" Avenge not yourselves ; " " If thine enemy hunger, feed him ; 
if he &irst, give him drink;" "Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good," Bom. xii. 19 — ^21. From these verses 
he pointed out how odious and criminal a thing it was to take 
vengeance. Afterwards, feeling encouraged by &e attention of 
his auditors, he showed how truly great and noble it was to for- 
give an enemy. He spoke also of Jesus Christ, and SOls com- 
passion for sinners. His voice rose by degrees ; his words found 
their way to the heart ; his arguments were irresistible. When 
he finished speaking, a profound silence ensued, which no one 
ventured to break. Suddenly a young lady, who during the whole 
of the journey had appeared to be deeply absorbed in thought, 
rose, drew out a poignard, which was concealed under her 
gown, and, approaching the minister, said, with much emotion. 
I " Monsieur, you see this blade ; it was about to pierce the heart of 
[my husband; I was going to find that fait^ess one; I wa< 
I desirous of avenging myself ; I have heard you, God be thanked ! 
Tou have saved two victims ; " and, throwing away the poignard. 
she added, "There is the effect of your words.' 



a "Travellers 
call attention to 
the minute ac- 
curacy of the 
description, as 
illustrated by the 
fact that, in the 
/richer soils of 
Palestine, it is 
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80, 81. (30) slothfal, Pr. xii. 24. vineyard, more specific 
I description of the field. Vineyards depend for their fmitfaln€«? 
I ux)on constant care and attention, void of nnderstandin^. a 
j fitting description of the slothful man, for he has no wise, sober. 
I thoughtful estimate of the responsibilities of life. (31) thorns, 
I not weeds, as with us.' nettles, or brambles. Lit. "what one nuiT 
not touch." stone wall,* wh. defends vineyards from the ^ 
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The fooVs vineyard (w. 30 — ^32). — I. The Bcene shows us that 
if we will not have flowers and fruit we shall certainly have 
thoroB and nettles. We simply cannot do nothing. 1. A man 
may resolve not to cultivate his mind : 2. A man may resolve 
not to cultivate his moral nature. U. The scene shows that the 
sluggard and the fool cannot hide the results of their neglect. 
1. We cannot confine the results of a wasted life within our own 
bounds ; 2. This being the case, we have not a right to do with 
what we call our own as we please. III. The scene shows how 
possible it is to be right in some particulars, and to be grievously 
wrong in others. IV. The scene shows that even the worst 
abuses may be turned to good account. Look around and you 
will see— 1. That the finest possessions may be wasted ; 2. That 
wickedness always moves in the direction of destruction.^ 

Idleness. — ^I would have every one lay to heart, that a state of 
idleness is a state of damnable sin. Idleness is directly repugnant 
to the great ends of God, both in our creation and redemption. 
As to our creation : can we imagine that God, who created not 
anything but for some excellent end, should create man for none, 
or for a silly one ? The spirit within us is an active and vivacious 
principle ; our rational faculties capacitate and qualify us for 
doing good : this is the proper work of reason, tlie truest and 
most natural pleasure of a rational souL Who can think now, 
that our wise Creator lighted this candle within us, that we 
might oppress and stifle it by negligence and idleness ? that He 
contrived and destined such a mind to squander and fool away its 
talents in vanity and impertinence ? As to our redemption, it is 
evident both what the design of it is, and how opx)osite idleness 
is to it. Christ gave Himself for us, "to redeem us from all 
iniquity, and to purify to Himself a peculiar people zealous of 
good works." . . . How little, then, can a useless aiid barren life 
answer the expectations of God I What a miserable return must 
it be to the blood of His Son ; and how utterly must it disappoint 
aU the purposes of His Word and Spirit I'' 

32 — 34. (33) little sleep, comj?. ch. vi. 10, 11. (34) one 
that travelletll, i.e. it may be some time on the journey, but 
it will surely arrive at last, want, or wants ; thy deficits, or 
pecuniary embarrassments, armed man, " it will seize you as 
with the grasp of an indignant warrior. From its iron clutch 
there will be no deliverance." Or as a highwayman that will 
strip you of all you have.* 

Practical views ofhuman life (v. 32). — Unless we have a profit- 
able manner of studying human life there will be a miserable, 
dreadful waste of our thought, time, talking. How have we 
profited as servants of God by what we have seen of men ? In [ 
order to profit — 1. Let not observing be merely of the nature of 
speculation ; 2. Let not observing be conducted with prejudice 
and arrogance ; 3. Or for the sake of taking pleasure in perceiving 
what is wrong in man ; 4. Or that the effect may be that we 
take more pleasure in ourselves ; 5. Think of the probable differ- 
ence between our judgments of the persons we look upon, and 
their own judgments of themselves ; 6. In observing mankind 
we perceive to a great extent a sad deprivation or deficiency of 
conscience ; 7. How temptation operates and prevails ; 8. The 
great errors, the lapses of good men ; 9. The effect of situation 
and circumstance.* 



thorny shrube, of 
wh. twenty-two 
kinds are entune- 
rated, that are 
specially quick to 
spring up, and 
overspread a 
neglected field." 
—See Hacketiy etc. 
b Is. V. 6. 
"Morally this 
vineyard may 
signify our spiri- 
tual natures, 
with all their 
faculties and po* 
tential powers, 
and which it is 
both our mani- 
fest intere^ and 
our bounden 
duty to culti- 
vate."— 2) a t>irf 
Thoittasy DJ). 
c Dr. Parker. 

"A favourite 
i llustration 
among the Arabs 
of extreme idle- 
ness is the man 
that would not 
,tnm his head 
over on his pil- 
low, though the 
muddy water 
leaking through 
the roof fell 
plump into his 
eye.*'— Dr. Thorn- 
ion. 

d Lucas, 



a "Even the 
sluggard's gar- 
den brought 
forth fruit— but 
not for the slug- 
gard's benefit. 
The diligent man 
reaped and car- 
ried off the only 
harvest that it 
bore — a w a r n - 
ing."—Amot. 
w. 30—34. E. Ba- 
ther, iii. 404 ; F. 
Elwin, a. 201. 

V. 32. 
ii29. 



J. Foster, 



b J. Foster. 

" Pythagoras, be- 
ing asked what 
he was, answered 
that if Hiero were 
ever at the Olym- 
pian games, he 
knew the nwn- 
ner — that some 
came to try their 



236 



PROVERBS. 



CCaii.zzv.L 



fortune for 
the prizeg, and 
some came as 
merchants to 
titter their com- 
modities, and 
some came to 
make good cheer 
and meet their 
friends, and some 
came to look on ; 
and that he was 
one of them that 
came to look on. 
But men must 
knoiy that, in 
this theatre of 
man's life, it is 
reserred only for 
Ood and angels 
to be lookers-on." 
— £«rd Bacon. 
** Idleness is the 
mother of un- 
quietness, dis- 
order, and cu- 
rioeity ; sacri- 
legious in re- 
li^on, dangerous 
in sdence, dam- 
nable as to future 
things, seditious 
in affairs of State, 
contrary to the 
quiet of families, 
and shameful and 
infamous to those 
who are possessed 
with it." — y. 
Beaumont. 
••Idleness is veiy 
dangerous to 
those that are 
rich, and feel no 
want in this life ; 
for, while they 
gives themselves 
to it, voluptuous- 
ness overcomes 
reason, and they 
are snared in the 
deadly traps and 
deceits of the 
world, and are 
poisoned with 
carnal pleasures 
and fleshly de- 
lights, which are 
enjoyable for a 
little while, but 
at length leave 
them to shame 
and confusion." 
— Cavcdray. 
' c J. Heywood. 



olKi.iv.32 
xiL9. 



Ec. 



Oreat harm ofidlenets. — 

Wliat heart can think, or tongae express, 
The hann that groweth of idleness ? 

This idleness in some of ns 
Is seen to seem a thing but slight ; 

But if that SDm the sums discnss, 
The total snm doth show us straight 
This idleness to weigh such weight 

That it no tongne can well express, 

The harm that groweth of idleness. 

This vice I liken to a weed 
That hnsbandmen have named iyne, 

The which in com doth root or breed ; 
The grain to ground it doth inclin&«- 
It never ripe&, but rotteth in fine ; 

And eyen a like thing is to gfaess 

Against all yirtue, idleness. 

The proud man may be x>atient, 

The ireful may be liberal, 
The gluttonous may be continent, 

The covetous may g^ve alms all, 

The lecher may to prayer fall ; 
Each vice hideth some good business, 
Save only idle idleness. 

As some one virtue may by grace 
Suppress of vices many a one, 
So is one vice once taken place 

Destroyeth all virtues every one ; 

Where this vice cometh all virtues aie gone, 
In no kind of good business 
Can company with idleness. 

An ill wind that bloweth no man good, 
The blower of which blast is she ; 

The lither lusts bred of her brood 
Can no way breed good property ; 
Wherefore I say, as we now see. 

No heart can think, or tongue express 

The harm that groweth of idleness I 

To cleanse the com, as men at need 
Weed out all weeds, and tyne for chief. 

Let diligence, our weed-hook, weed 
All vice from us for like relief ; 
As faith may faithfully show proof 

By faithful fruitful business, 

To weed out fruitless idleness.^ 



CHAPTER TEE TTFENTY^FIFTR 

1. these, etc., the formula indicating a new section; ^ 
fourth division of the book. Sol. is said to have spoken .yT. 



?h;'^«en t5 proyerbs.- Some of tiiew he collected hunself '.^^^^^ 
the oral tradition a later selection seems to have been made for defimteiy »«»* 
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and leligioQS poipofles. copied out,* they may have been kept 
as oial traditioii, or in known documentB ; the expression here | 
means that they gained practical and permanent form. The ; 
men of HezeJdah were prob. a learned commission ehtmsted by 
the long with the work of recoyering, and editing, the ancient 
national literatnre. 

Beading the Bible. — ^M. De Benty, a French nobleman, nsed to 
lead daily three chapters of the Bible, with his head uncovered 
and on lus bended knees. Lady Francis Hobart read the Psalms 
over twelve times a year, the New Testament thrice, and the 
other parts of the Old Testament once. Susannah, Countess of 
Suffolk, for the last seven years of her life read l^e whole Bible 
over twice annually. Dr. Gouge used to read fifteen chapters 
eyeiy day, — ^five in the morning, five after dinner, and five in tiie 
evening before going to bed. Mr. Jeremiah Whittaker usucJly 
read all the Epistles in the Greek Testament twice every fortnight. 
Joshua Barnes is said to have read a small pocket Bible which he 
usually carried about him, a hundred and twenty times over. 
Mr. Bobert Cotton read the whole Bible through twelve times a 
year. The Bev. Mr. Bomaine studied nothing but the Bible for 
the last thirty or forty years of his life. A poor prisoner, being 
confined in a dark dungeon, had no light, except for a few 
moments when his food was brought to him. He used to take 
his Bible and read a chapter, saying he could fiind his moutlL in 
the dark when he could not read. Henry Willis, farmer, aged 
eighty-one, devoted every hour that could be spared from his 
labour during the course of so long a life to tiie devout and 
serious perusal of the Holy Scriptures. He had read with the 
most minute attention all the books of the Old and New Testa- 
ments eight times over, and had proceeded as far as the Book of 
Job in his ninth reading, when his meditations were terminated 
by death.* 

2, 8. (2) to conoeal, or that He must conceal. God does 
not hide in order to leiow His glory ; but His glory is so great 
that it must be incomprehensible.'* ^* After the fullest revelation 
there are secrets unrevealed." honour of kings, as occupying 
positions of authority and influence, and yet being but limited in 
mental power and in knowledge, searoh out, so that the 
materials of sound judgment maybe before them.* (3) heaven, 
etc., better read, '*0f the heaven for height, etc., there is no 
searching out : " i,e, there is a sense in wh. kings are like, as well 
as unlike, Crod. They should be like Him in the power to keep 
secrets. 

IHvine concealments (v. 2). — I. The Divine Being is accustomed 
to conceal much — 1. In relation to His own nature and the 
manner of His existence ; 2. In relation to the structure and 
constitution of His works ; 3. In relation to the dispensations of 
His providence ; 4. In relation to the economy of grace and re- 
demption. II. In this He acts in a manner worthy of Himself, 
and suited to display His glory. 1. Because it is in part the 
necessary consequence of His infinite superiority to all finite 
beings in wisdom and understanding — ^the inevitable result of 
His being €k)d ; 2. Because it evinces His entire independence of 
:he wisdom, counsel, or co-operation of any or all of His creatures ; 
i. Because such a degree of obscurity as attends the partial mani- 
festation of the Divine wiU, and the progressive development of 



y^ete alike sifted 
tor the objecte of 
the collection."- 
0. Zifckler, 

" I would rather 
call the Book of 
Frorerbs Solo- 
monian than ac- 
tually a work of 
Solomon's. So I 
apprehend many 
of the Psalms to 
be Davidical only, 
not David's own 
compositions." — 
Coleridge, 

" A man of max- 
ims only is like a 
Cyclops with one 
eye, and that eye 
placed in the 
back of his head." 
— Coleridge. 

e Bib. Soe. Record. 

'*01d Howell has 
admirably de- 
scribed the in- 
gredients of an 
exquisite proverb 
to be sense, short- 
ness, and salt." — 
Disraeli, 



a De. xxix. 39 ; 

Pa. xviii. 11 ; 
Ixxvii. 19 ; Job 
xxvl. 14 ; Ro. XL 
33 ; 1 TL vi. 16. 
"(Jod's glory is 
seen not only iu 
what He reveals, 
but in what He 
conceals— a pro- 
found observa- 
tion, which is the 
best answer to 
many sceptical 
objections to 
Divine revela- 
ti on."— Words- 
worth. 

h " In God's go- 
vernment we are 
not to be wise, 
and wish to know 
why, but believe 
everything ; but 
in the secular 
kingdom a ruler 
should know, and 
ask why, and 
trust no man in 
anything! " — 
Luther. 

V. 3. G. J. ZollU 
koffer, i 648 ; JS. 
ScM, vL 84. 
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a^'ASflnarrlerto 
the prodnotion of 
a beautifol Tea- 
sel, each as the 
fl^er would ap- 
prore and oom- 
mand, the ma- 
terial of wh. the 
vessel is to be 
made most be 
purged of its 
alloy, BO, in order 
to the general 
goyemment of a 
prinoe being of a 
nature to prove 
condncive to the 
benefit of his 
people, and the 
BtabiUty of his 
throne, the 
wicked must be 
removed from his 
presenoe, and fr. 
all intimacy 
with his life and 
counsels. " — 
Quoted by Dav. 
ThomaSf D.D. 

»" God will bless 
his government, 
the people will 
become pliable to 
it, and so it will 
prove durable." 
—Matt. Henry. 

w. 4, 6. Dr. De- 
laneyy 301. 



a " Bring not thy 
glory to view; 
make not thyself 
gloiioaa."— Slier. 

b " Do not vie 
with them in ap- 
parel, furniture, 
gardens, house- 
keeping, or re- 
tinue, for that is 
an affront to 
them, and will 
waste thine own 
estate." — Mat. 
Henry. 

e "Sit not in a 
place fr. wh. one 
may bid thee rise 
u p."— ^ rabic 
Prov. 

<I2Sa.zlv.24,28. 
** Pride has a fall, 



the DiYuie pozposes, is eminently adapted to the state, exigency, 
and condition of man.' 

^ 4, 6. (4) dross, or impTirities wh. wonld spoil the oonsistencf 

{ and the beaal^ of the silyersmith^B workmanship. Fiie is the 
' agent used in this process, a vessel, or the proper materials 
of a veBsel." (5) f^om before the kin^, the expresmon 
intimates, from his place beside the king-, as a king's connsellor. 
established, made stable, permanent. righteousnesSy esp. 
of judicial decisions.^ 

I0OU surroundings (vv. 4, 5). — I. Of the silyer, it is the droes 
with which it is naturallj associated ; of the king, the mean 
souls that bask in the royal favour. II. The separation is a 
fiery process. In the case of kings, priyate assassination, in- 
trigue, reyolution, or legitimate x^^^ contests. ITT. The 
separation from the dross is beneficial both to the silver and to 
the king. IV. Men, looking at the silver mixed with the dross, 
and at Sie king in the midst of a vile court, are apt to misjudge 
both the metal and the man : separation is needful to rectify 
opinion. 

"It is pleasant floating.^' — ^Three young men, bathing one 
sunny day in a beautiful river, allowed themselves to float down- 
ward toward a waterfall some distance below. At length two of 
them made for the shore, and to their alarm found that the 
current was stronger than they had supposed. They immediately 
hailed the other, and urged him also to seek the shore. But he 
smiled at their fears, and floated on. " It is pleasant floating !'' 
he said, and seemed to enjoy it much. Soon several persons 
were gathered on the bank of the river, and, alarmed for his 
safety, they cried out in deep earnestness, " Make for the shore, 
make for the shore, or you will certainly go over 1" But he still 
floated on, laughing at their fears. Soon he saw his danger, and 
exerted his utmost energies to gain the bank. But alas 1 it was 
too late ! The current was too strong. He cried for help, but 
no help could reach him. His mind was filled with angoish. 
and just as he reached the fearful precipice, he threw himself up 
with arms extended, gave an unearthly shriek, and then was 
plunged into the boiling abyss below. 

6, 7. (6) put . . thyself, Heb. set not oitt thy glory.* Be- 
proof of over-forwardness, self-assertion, and boas&ul ambition, 
stand . . gn^eat, i.e. assuming that you are as great as they.* 
(7) come up hither, comp. Lu. xiv. 8— ll.« eyes have 
seen, into whose presence thou hast gained admittanoe.'' 

Ohtrusiveness (vv. 6, 7). — ^I. To force oneself upon the notice 
of great men betrays a want of self-respect, n. It is the true 
mark of a toady and sycophant. III. The man of worth will be 
recognised in due time, and elevated according to his merits ; if 
not, the loss will be that of others. IV. Those who have not 
the eyes to perceive worth have not the will or the heart to 
reward it. 

Politeness. — ^True politeness is not wholly made up of giaoefal 
manners and courtly conversation, and a strict adherence to the 
rules of fashion, however agreeable Ihese may be. It is some- 
thing less superficial than these accomplishments. Genuine 
courtesy grows out of an assiduous self-denial and a constant 
consideration of the happiness of others, llie forms and usages 
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of etiquette derive all their beanty and Bignificanoe from the 
fact that each of them reqTiires the eacrifioe of one's own ease 
and conyenifenoe to another's comfort. St. Paul, who, before 
Felix and Agrippa, and even when the object of the abuse and 
insult of the Jewi^ mob, showed what should be Uie^ conduct of 
a tme gentleman, has included all of refinement in' these few 
words, " In honour preferring one another." How noble does 
the same principle appear in the woids of the chivalrous Sir 
Philip Sidney, who, when he lay wounded on the battle-field 
and was offered a cup of cold water, motioned it to' a suffering 
soldier at his side, and said, *^ This man's necessity is greater 
than mine I" 

8 — 10. (8) hastily, i.e. without due consideration and fore- 
thought, strive, reference is mainly intended to cases in the 
law-courts, or before the magistrates.^ what to do, i.e, what 
humiliating or what terrible thing thou mayest be compelled at 
last to do. (9) debate, etc., settle the matter of dispute in 
private and friendly conference. Try to end the matter amicably, 
to another, or tihe secret of another. This being often tiie 
occasion of dispute and difiiculty.^ (10) he that heareth, i,€. 
the one whose secret is thus belzayed. 

Quarrelsomeness (rr. 8 — 10). — I. The quarrelsome man rushes 
into strife without thinking of the consequences, being borne 
along by a tempest of passion. II. His passion prevents him 



from seeing the merits of his neighbour's case or the injustice of 
his own. III. His passion leads to hastiness of speech, and the 
revealing of private matters. lY. The result is that the natural 
justice of even imperfect men declaims against the passionate 
man. 

A good temper. — The Duke of Marlborough possessed great 
command of temper, and never permitted it to be ruffled by little 
things, in which even the greatest men have been occasionally 
found unguarded. As he was one day riding with Commissary 
Harriot, it began to rain, and he called to his servant for his 
cloak. The servant not bringing it immediately, he 6alled for it 
again. The servant being embarrassed with the straps and 
buckles, did not come up to him. At last, it raining very hard, 
the duke called to him again, and asked him what he was about 
that he did not bring his cloak. " You may stay, sir," grumbled 
the fellow, " if it rains cats and dogs, till I can get at it." The 
duke turned round to Marriot, and said, very coolly, "Now I 
would not be of that fellow's temper for all the world." ' 

11, 12. (11) fitly spoken, Heh. appears to mean, 'upon his 
Tcheels, i.e. moving quickly and quietly on its way : but better 
trans., m dve season : spoken in its appropriate time, apples 
of gold," allusion is plainly to some familiar and admired kind 
of ornamentation, whether of sculpture or of table decoration 
does not appear, pictures, or framework ; setting. (12) as 
an earring, etc^ the point of this verse may 1^ thus ex- 
pressed, '^An ear that listens obediently to instruction and 
reproof^ is more valuably adorned than that wh. is ornamented 
with the most costly jewels." " The listening ear is better tiian 
one hung with gold." 

Well-chosen words (v, 11). — I. They raise our estimation of the 
speaker. II. They do good to the hearer. III. They are the 



and it is wiser as 
well as nobler to 
take the lower 
place at first in 
humility, than to 
take it af ter- 
wards with 
sh a me." — l^k. 
Com. 

V. 6. E. Oallatin, 
291. 



a "Bush not 
forth soon to 
quarrel.*'-Ztt/*tfr. 

&"The point 
may, however, 
be. Do not talk to 
others about any 
secret evils you 
may hear of. Let 
the man who first 
listens to the of- 
fence be the man 
who has given it; 
drop it into no 
other ear. If you 
trumpet the of- 
fence in the ear 
of another before 
you meet the of- 
fender, you have 
done the offender 
a wrong, and ex- 
posed yourself to 
a lasting dis- 
grace."— Z)a». 
77tomas, D.D. 

Mat xviii 15. 

<*If religion has 
done nothing for 
your temper, it 
has done nothing 
for your soul." — 
Clayton. 

cR.T.8. 



a "Either real 
apples of golden 
colour, in a silver 
net-work basket, 
or imitations on 
silver embroi- 
dery."— fVitt*w/. 

" Under the term 
we are to under- 
stand some such 
thing as sculp- 
tured work for 
the decoration of 
ceilings, pillared 
gaUexie8,etc,wh. 
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exhibiU golden 
applet on a 
groundwork of 
eUTer."— 0. ZSck- 
ter. 

""Words moke 
truth to spangle, 
and its rays to 
shine."— V. Bun- 
pan. 

b " If you be re- 
proved for your 
faults, do not be 
angry with him 
who does it, but 
turn yoiir anger 
against the 
things for which 
he has reproyed 
yoa."— (Quoted by 
NicholU, 

V. 11. /. C. Die- 
teriCf Antiq. 630. 

9. 13. P. Holland^ 
1193. 

"You may tame 
the wild beast ; 
the conflagration 
ct the American 
forest will cease 
when all the 
timber and the 
dry wood is con- 
sumed ; but you 
cannot arrest the 
progress of that 
cruel word which 
you ut^^red care- 
lessly yesterday 
or this morning." 
— F. W. Robfertson. 

e If Us Brewster. 



a "The king's 
summer-palace 
on Lebanon 
would make him | 
and his courtiers j 
familiar with a j 
luxury wh. could 
hardly have been 
accessible at 
Jerusalem." — 
Spk. Com. 

b Pr. X. 38, xiil. 
17, xxii. 31. 

c "A more con- 
temptible cha- 
racter know I not ' 
than the man of { 
a mean and daa- i 



utterance of wisdom, tact, sympathy, practical knowledge. lY. 
For the speaking of them we need a heart nnder the teaching of 
the spirit of wi^om, and then " out of the fulness of the heart 
the mouth will speak." 

The power qf a word; or, unconscious influence. — One day a 
boy was tormenting a kitten, when his little sister said to him 
with tearful eyes, " Oh, PhiUp, don't do that ; it's God's kitten." 
The words of the little one were not lost ; they were set upon 
wheels. Many serious thoughts were awakened in his mind 
regarding the creature he had before considered his own pro- 
pc^. *^ God's kitten — God's creature — ^for He made it." It 
was a new idea. The next day, on his way to school, he met one 
of his companions, beating unmercifully a poor starved-looking 
dog. " Bon't do that," said PhUip, using idmost unconsdoosly 
his sister's words ; " it is God's creature." The boy looked 
ashamed, and explained that the dog had stolen his breakfast 
" Never mind," said Philip, " I will give you mine, which I have 
in my basket ;" and sitting down together, the little boy's anger 
was soon forgotten. Again had a word unconscioualy been set 
upon wheels. Two passers-by had heard Philip's words, — one a 
young man in prosperous business in the neighbouring town ; 
the other a dirty, ragged being, who, in consequence of his in- 
temperate habits, had been dismissed by his employer, and was 
now going home, sullen and despairing. ^^ God's creatore," said 
the poor forlorn man, and it was a new idea to him also ; "if I, 
too, belong to God, He will take care of me, though no one else 
wiU." Just then he came to a public-house, where he had been 
in the habit of drowning his miseries, and then staggering home 
to inflict new ones on his wife and children. He stopp^ ; the 
temptation was strong, but the new idea was stronger — '' I am 
God's creature ;" and he passed on. His wife was astonished to 
see him sober, and still more when he burst into tears, dedared 
that he was a ruined man, but that he was determined to give 
up drinking, and trust in God. At that moment a knock was 
heard at the door, and the gentleman came in to whom we have 
before alluded. He, too, had been rebuked by the boy's words 
for the scorn and loathing which he had felt to the miserable 
object before him. " ' God's creature,' therefore entitled to help 
and pil^." He had gone to help ^e poor man ; and all this the 
result of a little girl's words to her brother.* 

13, 14. (13) cold . . harvest, not snow-storm in harvest- 
time, wh. would be anything but pleasant. Reference is to 
snow brought from the mountains, and used as we use ice, to 
cool wine, and other drinks.^* faithful messenger, one whom 
his master can fully trust* (14) faJse gift, or promise. 
Reference is to one who is ever boasting how much he will do* 
yet never fulfilling his boast.' without rain, wh. the doadi 
and the wind seemed so plainly to promise. 

Refreshing words (rr. 13, 14). — ^I. Picture the heated and ex- 
hausted harvestman. He thirsts ; the best drink for sadh a one 
not exciting beverages, but cold water — 

It cooleth the brow, it cooleth the brain, 
It maketh the faint one strong again, 
Then water for me, cold water for me, 
'Tis the drink of the wis^, 'tis the wine of the free. 
The man drinks or bathes, and is refreshed. II. Picture one 
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awaiting' the return of a messenger. Thus — ^time of war, camp 
in hostile country (as now in Zululand), will the message be that 
a relieving force is on the way ? Or, sick man in danger, sends 
for doctor, will the message arrive in tim^? III. From sudi 
illustrations let those who are employed as messengers be swift 
and faithful. Apply to children. lY. Let all teachers and 
preachers be faithful messengers of God — ^take the message 
promptly, faithfully. 

A boy's Jidelity. — ^A lady who had Interested herself much on 
the behalf of some navvies embarking for the seat of war in the 
Crimea, had purchased four warm knitted vests for them, but 
had no means of getting them conveyed to the vessel on board 
which her i)oor shivering friends had embarked. Who was to 
take the much-needed articles of clothing' to the vessel ? Says 
she : — *' Beneath a lamp in the street stood a group of boys. Its 
light fell on a face which seemed to introduce the sort of 
messenger I desired. The story was told him. * Now, my boy, 
we are strangers, and I do not want to know your name, or 
where you live, nor any clue to either. You might take these 
vests, and make twenty shillings ujwn them, or give tiiem away 
to yottr father and brothers if you chose. I should never send 
the police after you. But my confidence in the honour of 
Engliah boys, which stands so high now, would be broken down. 
And those two nobly honest men would suffer, and might take 
cold, and go into a consumption and die. and their wives and 
children break their hearts about them.' The boy's eyes flashed 
nnder the lamp-light, and, snatching the parcel, he said, * Trust 
me, I'm the boy for it.' Eighteen-pence happened to be the 
worldly all we had with us, after paying for the vests. I told 
him how sorry I was for this ; but that it would pay his boat 
each way, and he would have sixpence and a happy heart to lie 
down with at night. ^ It's a plenty. Father's a waterman. I 
^aU get his boat for nothing. All's right,' and off he ran. A 
note had been enclosed in the parcel to one of the officers with 
whom I had had some conversation, requesting him to send me 
one line by post that night, or next morning, to say that the 
parcel had reached its destined owners. The next day passed, 
and the next, but no letter came from the Ju7'a. We read in 
the Times that she had sailed on Thursday morning. The day 
posts of Saturday arrived, but brought no news of the parcel. 
My trust failed. * My boy is dishonest,' I said, * and my confi- 
dence in human honour can never be the same again.' But by 
the last post on Saturday evening came a note from the officer 
alluded to, to say that about seven o'clock on Wednesday even- 
ing a boy had taken a parcel on board, and had requested per- 
mission to deliver it to the two men in the presence of the 
captain of the ship, the chief officer of the corps, and the medical 
officer. Having dbischarged his duty, the last sound heard amidst 
the splashing of his oars, as he left the ship's side, was the shout, 
' Tell that 'ere lady that I kept my word, and the jackets was in 
time.' " 

15 — 17. (15) long forbearing, this prevails bee. anger 
seldom has the power of continuance : it fades with time, and 
gives the patient their opportunity, isoft tongue, winning, 
gentle speech.'* breaketh the bone, fig. for "subdues even 
the most obstinate resistance." (16) vomit, an over-quantity 

VOL. vn. O.T. Q 



tardly selfish na- 
ture wearing the 
livery and speak- 
ing the language 
of love, with one 
hand dropping a 
&rthing into the 
* Tim of poverty,' 
and with the 
other taking a 
shilling out."— 
Dav.ThomaSyDM. 

Be what thou 
wouldest seem to 
he. 

" The earth with 
its scarred face is 
the symbol of the 
past ; the air and 
heaven of futu- 
rity." — Coleridge. 



"If a man be 
sincerely wedded 
to truth, he must 
make up his mind 
to find her a por- 
tionless virgin, 
and he must take 
her for herself 
alone. The con- 
tract, too, must 
be to love, che- 
rish, and obey 
her, not only 
until death, but 
beyond it, for 
this is a union 
that must survive 
not only death, 
but time, the 
conqueror of 
death."— Co/^on. 



The poet Tenny- 
son has the fol- 
lowing motto iu 
encrusted tile; on 
the pavemeut (f 
his entrance hall : 
« r Gtcyr yn Ev- 
hyn y &yd,"— the 
truth against the 
world. 



a Pr. XV. 1; Eq 
z. 4 ; Ja. i. 19. 

y Over-indul- 
gence in any 
worldly pleasure 
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Imqm In a moral 
■ioknen and dis- 
gust. There is 
what the Pkenoh 
oaU the ennui 
that oomes ont of 
it, ''that awful 
yawn," says By- 
ron, **whi<di deep 
oannot abate." 

e ** Visit seldom 
and they loye 
thee the more." 
•— ^itiWo JProVm 

"After the third 
day flsdi and com- 
pany become dis- 
tastefoL Be not 
too intimate with 
Bay ."—Lot. Prov. 

"Hethateponges 
npon a friend 
loses him."— .£!nsr. 

Frov. 

9,U.Bp.Wakku, 
859. 

ff.lB.Dr.J.Donne, 
iii 245; Dr. V. 
Knox, yL 378. 



aBiminutiye, 
mailet. 

(** Nitre does not 
mean the salt so 
called by ns salt- 
petre, bat rather 
an alkaline sub- 
stance, wh. was 
called by the Bo- 
nans nitrwn, and 
wh., in a particu- 
lar state of pre- 
paration, was 
nsed in Judaea for 
soap. Vinegar, or 
any other add, 
poured on this 
substance, would, 
from the want of 
chemical afBnity 
between them, 
produce efferres- 
cence; and this 
appears to be the 
similitude in- 
tended — the 
want of affinity 
between the song 
of mirth and the 
spirit of heavi- 
ness." — Quoted by 
J)av. Thomas, D.D. 
**It is easy to 
exclude the noon- 
tide light by clos- 
ing the eyes ; and 
itiaeae^ to resist 



even of that wh. is sweet and good becomes an offence.^ (17) 
withdraw, etc^ i.e. do not give even yonr friend and neighbour 
so much of your company as may weaiy him of yoa.« 

HomUetio hints (vv, 15 — 17). — ^Verse 15 may suggest a sennon 
on the patient endurance of injuries, or the appeasing of passion 
by silence ; verse 16, on the possibility of having too mu^ of a 
good thing ; and verse 17, on the abuses of friendship. 

The physician and the drayman, — Dr. P , a Quaker of 

Philadelphia, was vezy kind to the poor. In times of sicksess. 
produced by whatever cause, he was always ready to assist them. 
His benevolence in such cases extended farther than his 
gratuitous services as a physician. Of course he was beloved. 
The streets were frequently somewhat crowded with buiMing 
materials, so much so as often, at particular places, to prevent 
two v^icles from passing each other, if the driver of either was 
disposed to be obstinate. As the doctor was one day proceeding 
to visit a patient, his progress was impeded by a dray— the 
driver of which had stopped his horses in one of l^oee narrow 
passages. After waiting several minutes the doctor requested 
the drayman to allow him to pass. The latter, who had heard 
of the former, but did not know him, poured forth a volley of 
the vilest abuse upon the " straight-coat," and swore that he 
would not move till he thought proper. "Well, friend," said 
the doctor, *' all I have to observe is this : if i^ee should get 
side, or if thy family should ever be in distress, send for Br. 

P , and he will do all he can to assist thee." The heart of 

the drayman was subdued by the kindness of the man he had 
abused ; he was ashamed of his conduct, stammered an apology, 
and then removed the obstruction as speedily as possible. 

18—20. (18) false witnese, comjy, Pr. vi. 19, xii. 17, xix. 
5, 9, xzi. 28. maul, etc.,^ a crushing instrument ; a club shod 
with iron. *'An instrument used in the rough and bloodj 
warfare of fighting men in old times, awords, etc,, comp. Ps. 
lii. 4, Ivii. 6, bdv. 4, cxx. 4. (19) broken tooth, or one ready 
to break ; wh. gives a terrible twinge of pain when tuaed in 
biting, foot . . joint, sprained, so that every step is an agony. 
" Treachery annoys as well as deceives." (20) takel^ awi^, 
better, " layeth aside." nitre,* or potash. Some take Ihe Heb. 
word to mean, " a wound." 

TJie miseries of false friendship {v. 19). — ^I. Describe the un- 
faithful man. He is often ready to promise more than you 
desire, or than he can perform. 11. Confidence in him attended 
with doubt. III. And attended with pain. Like tiying to 
masticate with broken tooth, or walking with a sprained ankle. 
— The song and the heart (t?. 20). — I. Describe the heavy heart 
It may be made heavy — i.e, sad — ^by sin, sorrow, etc. II. The 
singer, because he can sing, is a reminder of happiness pos- 
sessed by another. III. The song that is sung may remind of 
other and better days. The tone and the sentiment may stir 
old memories. 

Friendship in the East. — The respect which children often 
show for the companions and friends of their father is Tfjr 
striking. See a man in distress ; he goes to the sons of bis 
deceased friend ; he repeats numerous instances of the assistance 
which he had received from their father ; he is quite sore, were 
he now alive, his requests would be granted. A person in great 
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difficnliy seldom seeks for relief from his own brothers or rela- 
tions. No ; he will tell his story to any one, suffer almost any- 
thing, rather than apply to near relations. Widows, too, will go 
for assistanoe to strangers in preference to the relations of their 
late husbands/ 

21, 22. (21) be hungry, Ro. xii. 20.« (22) heap coals, etc.* 
i.e, *' As metals are melted by heaping ooaJs upon &em, so is the 
heart softened by kindness." 

Jleturning good for eril (rv. 21, 22). — I. The duty inculcated. 
1. By nature we are all inclined to render evil for evil ; 2. But 
religion requires us to render good for eviL II. The encourage- 
ment given us to jwrform it. 1. That we shall overcome flie 
hatred of our enemy ; 2. That we shall be rewarded of our God. 
Apply : — (1) Guard against those reasonings which favour the 
indulgence of a vindictive spirit ; (2) Set &e Lord Jesus before 
yon as an example.' 

Power of kindness. — When I was in Cambridge Master G«orge 

Stafford read a lecture there, — ^I heard him, — and in expounding l£e 

Epistle to the Romans, coming to that place where St. Paul saith 

tlubt '* we shall overcome our enemy with well-doing, and so heap 

np hot coals upon his head," now, in expounding that place, he 

bronght in an example, saying that he knew in London a gn^eat 

rich merchant, who haid a very poor neighbour, yet for aU his 

poverty, he loved him very well, and lent him money at his need, 

and let him come to his table whensoever he would. It was at 

the time when Doctor Golet (Bean of St. Paul's, and founder of 

St. Paul's School) was in trouble, and would have been burnt, if 

God had not turned the king's heart to the contrary. Now the 

rich man began to be a Scripture man, he began to perceive the 

Oosipel ; the poor man was a papist still. It chanc^ on a time, 

when the rich man talked of the Gospel, sitting at his table, 

where he reproved popery and such Mnd of things, the poor 

man being then present, took a great displeasure against the rich 

man ; insomuch that he would come no more to his house, he 

would borrow no more money of him, as he was wont to do before- 

times ; yea, and he conceived such hatred and maJice against 

him, that he went and accused him before the bishops. Now the 

rich man, not knowing any such displeasure, offered many times 

to talk vd.th him, and to set him at quiet ; but it would not be, 

the xxx)r man had such a stomach, that he would not vouchsafe 

to speak with him : if he met the rich man in the street, he 

w^otild go out of his way. One time it happened that he met 

him in so narrow a street that he could not avoid, but must come 

near him ; yet for all that, this poor man had such a stomach 

sugsinst the rich man, I say, that he was minded to go forward, 

and not to speak with him. The rich man, perceiving that, 

caugrht him by the hand, and asked him, saying, '* Neighbour, 

what is oome into your heart to take such di^leasure with me ? 

what have I done against you ? tell me, and I will be ready at all 

times to make you amends." Finally, he spake so gently, so 

charitably, so lovingly, and friendly^ that it wrought in the poor 

man's heart, so that by-and-by he fell down upon his knees and 

asked him forgiveness. The rich man forgave him, and took hiTn 

agrain to his favour, and they loved as well as ever they did before. 

Many a one would have said — Set him in the stocks ; let him 

liave bread of affliction, and water of tribulation ; but this man 

Q2 



the clearest truth 
by hardening the 
heart against it." 
—Keith. 
eRoberti. 



a Mat. V. 44. 

b " The flg. is de- 
signed to de- 
scribe rather the 
deep pangs of re- 
pentance wh. one 
prodnoes within 
his enemy by re- 
warding his 
hatred with bene- 
fits, and in the 
production of wh. 
the roTenge to be 
taken on him 
may consist, sim- 
ply and solely." 
—0. ZOdbler. 

** The first emo- 
tion caused by 
the good we do 
may be one of 
buniing shame, 
but the shune 
will do its work, 
and the heart 
also will bum, 
and prayer, and 
confession, and 
thanksgiving 
will rise as in- 
cense to the 
throne of Ood." 
— ^^p*. Com. 
"We are the dis- 
ciples of Him 
who died for His 
enemies." — Bp. 
Wilson. 

e C. Sinneotit M.A. 

When the first 
warrant for exe- 
cution was pre- 
sented to Her 
Majesty Queen 
Victoria to sign, 
she burst into 
tears. Lord Mel- 
bourne said : — 
" Your majesty 
knows that you 
hare the preroga- 
tive of mercy." 
"Then," she re- 
plied, " let the 
sentence be 
changed to trans- 
portation for 
life." 

" Merdfnl and 
kind as a for- 
giving Ck)d." — 
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d Latimer, 

a The N.W. wind 
in Palestine com> 
monly brings 
rain. 

b A backbiter is 
a clandestine 
tradnoer of cha- 
racter. His 
speech goes to 
damage another's 
reputation be- 
hind his back. 

** Yoa may de- 
pend upon it that 
a slight contrast 
of character is 
very material to 
happiness in mar- 
riage." — Cole- 
ridge. 

"The man's de- 
are is for the 
woman; but the 
woman's desire is 
rarely other than 
for the desire of 
the maiL"—Jbid. 

"X woman's 
friendship bor- 
ders more closely 
on love than 
man's. Men af- 
fect each other 
in the reflection 
of noble or 
friendly acts; 
while women ask 
fewer proofs, and 
more signs and 
expressions of at- 
tachment"~ifctd. 

Slander Is a 
coward's re- 
venge, dissimu- 
lation his de- 
fence. 

a Spi. Com, 

6 Stier. 

"Beware of back- 
sliding. None 
sink so far into 
hell as those that 
come nearest 
heaven. No 
plants, if they 
rot, become more 
offensive and 
pernicious than 
those which once 



did not BO. And here yon see an example of the practioe of God's 
words, BO that the poor man, bearing great hatred and malice 
against the rich man, was brought, through the lenity and meek- 
ness of the rich man, from his error and wickedness, to the 
knowledge of God's Word.^ 

23, 24. (23) driveth away, should be, as marg., ''bringeth 
forth rain."« backbiting,^ or slandering. (24) better, etcy 
oomp. ch. zzi. 9, 19. 

Silenced by a look (v, 23). — I. Consider the simile employed, — 
north wind, fierce, strong ; scatters and breaks up the Grower, 
disperses it ; dries the gronnd where it has fallen : so the cold, 
incUgnant glance of a just and true-hearted man will cow the 
slanderer ; this it is to be angry and sin not. II. The reason is, 
as the rain is weak to resist the wind, so the slanderer is usually 
a coward, no cohesion in his statements, etc. 

A word in season. — In Shropshire, England, some yeers ago, a 
number of acquaintances and friends luid assembled to spend a 
social evening together. In the course of the ' evening they 
resolved to have a dance, and prevailed on Michael Onions, at 
whose house they were, to go out a distance of two miles to pro- 
cure a fiddler for them. On his way he met a stranger, who, 
having missed the road, requested Michael to direct him to 
Madeley. The stranger ascertained the errand on which Onions 
was going, and began to talk with him about his soul, showing 
him 3ie unsuitableness of such follies to a dying man, his need 
of salvation and personal interest in Christ, and his awful danger 
as an unsaved sinner. When the stranger left Michael, the con- 
versation had so impressed him, that he dared not proceed on his 
errand, but returned to his home. When he opened the door, his 
friends inquired : " Have you brought the fiddler ? " He answered. 
" No." ** Is he not at home ? Have you been at Brosely ?" "Ko." 
'* Why, what is the matter ? Ton look ill, and are all of a 
tremble ?" Michael then told them that he met somebody, but 
whether a man or angel he could not tell ; he never before heard 
such a man. He repeated what had been said to him on spiritual 
ubjects, and added : ^' I dare not go to Brosely ; I would not for 
.he world." The party was broken up. The next Sabbath. 
Michael and some of his friends attended Madeley Church, and 
there, in Rev. John Fletcher, the new vicar, he recognised the 
stranger who had conversed with him. The impression wronght 
on Michael was lasting in its character, and, under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, led to his conversion. He became a zeaIon$. 
devoted, and useful Christian. *' A word spoken in due se&son. 
how good it is I" 

25, 26. (25) good news, of those bo far away that we can- 
not have personal intercourse with them, and only at long* 
intervals communications fr. them. " The words remind us of 
the scanty intercourse in the whole world between wandereis 
and the home they had'left."^ (26) troubled, or disturbed, » 
that deamess of the water is lost, corrupt, by admission to it 
of something foul, falling down, etc., by yielding to the bad 
influence and persuasions of the wicked,* failing where w 
expected to find steadfastness. 

Gccd news (v. 25). — Cold water to a thirsty traveller, to a 
wounded soldier, to a sick child. Good news concerning the 
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prosperity of a friend ; concerning the safe arrival of a merchant 
ship ; concerning^ a victory. Apply the Proverb to the Gospel. 
I. The far countay— heaven. Far on account of — 1. Its distance 
from this world ; as a place it is separated from us by a local 
distance untraversed and unmeasured, but vast ; 2. Its remote- 
ness from our apprehensions ; it differs so widely from all we 
have hitherto experienced, that we can conceive of it but dimly, 
even with the aid of revelation ; 3. Our leg-al and moral dis- 
qualifications for inhabiting it. II. The good news — 1. Of an 
answer to man's deepest questionings. There are certain inquiries 
of a religious import which naturally occur to us as soon as we 
arrive at the age of reflection ; 2. Of a remedy for man's greatest 
ills — ^gruilt, sin, sorrow ; 3. Of a realisation of man's highest 
ho}>es, the perfection of his being. III. The resemblance. 1. It 
satisfies a want ; 2. It imparts a pleasure ; 3. It communicates 
strength.' 

Good news, — ^Rejoice at the news : glad tidings and sad hearts 
do not weU together. When we see one heavy and sorrowful, 
we afik him what ill news he hath heard. Christian, what ill 
news hath Christ brought from heaven with Him, that makes 
thee walk with thy folded arms and pensive countenance ? I 
am sure God intended His people's joy in the feast of the Gospel. 
Truly, the saints' heaviness reflects unkindly upon God Himself : 
we do not commend His cheer, if it doth not cheer us. The 
Christian's life is but a melancholy walk, thinks the carnal heart ; 
it is a dry feast they sit at, where so little wine of joy is drunk. 
Oh I Christians, let the world see you are not losers in your joy ; 
give them not cause to think, by your uncomfortable walking, 
that, should they turn Christians, they must bid aU joy farewell. 
'* Bejoice in the Lord alway 1"'' 

27, 28. (27) muchL honey, comp. v. 16. search, ^^c, better 
trans. " So to search into weighty matters is itself a weight," • i.e. 
men soon become satiated with it as with honey. (28) rale . . 
spirit, ch. xvi. 32.* city . . walls, so freely exposed to all 
enemies. 

A defenceless man (?*. 28). — I. As a city broken down lies open 
to the foe, so a man who does not govern himself is an easy prey 
to others. II. A city without walls is a city unguarded ; so an 
ungovernable man is one who is unwatchful, and easily over- 
come. Take with this verse, xvi. 32. 

The power of love, — " I'll master it," said the axe, and the blows 
fell heavily on the iron ; but every blow made his edge more 
blunt, till he ceased to strike. " Leave it to me," said tiie saw ; 
and with his relentless teeth he worked backwards and forwards 
on its surface, tiU they were all worn down or broken ; then he 
fell aside. " Ha I ha I" said the hammer ; " I knew you wouldn't 
succeed. I'll show you the way ;" but at his first fierce stroke off 
flew his head, and the iron remained as before. *^ Shall I try ?" 
asked the small, soft flame. They all despised the flame ; but he 
curled gently round the iron and embraced it, and never left it 
tUl it melted under his irresistible influence. There are hearts 
hard enough to resist the force of wrath, the malice of persecu- 
tion, and the fury of pride, so as to make their acts recoil on their 
adversaries ; but there is a x)ower stronger tiian any of those, and 
hard indeed is that heart that can resist love.' 



appeared in 
richest foliage 
and choicest 
flowers." — Dav. 
Thomas, D.D. 

V. 26. A. Roberts. 
L234. 

c 0. Srodtt. 

*' Newspapers are 
the abstract and 
brief chronicles 
of the time. To 
show virtue her 
own feature, 
scorn her own 
image, and the 
very age and 
body of the time 
his form and 
pressure." — 
Shakespeare. 
**A journalist is 
a grumbler, a 
I censurer, a giver 
of advice, a re- 
gent of sove- 
reigns, a tutor of 
nations. Four 
hostile newspa- 
pers are more to 
be feared than 
a thousand bayo- 
nets. " — Jiapo- 
leon I. 
d W. Gumall. 

a " Searching out 
honour brings 
difficulty."— ^er» 
theau. 

" The devil never 
tempts us with 
more success 
than when he 
tempts us with 
a sight of our 
good actions." — 
Bp. WUson. 

b "Is it not evi- 
dent weakness to 
be able to suffer 
nothing, to think 
it strength and 
greatness of 
spirit to bear no- 
thing, to be sen- 
sible of every 
tonch ?"—Abp. 
Leighton, 

Accustom your- 
self to self-con- 
trol in matters of 
small moment, as 
a training for 
those of greater 
importance. 

c Mrs, Prosser, 
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a** As these birds 
may fly where 
they will, and 
nobody cares or 
is the worse, so 
here." — Trapp, 

5**Curses, like 
young chickens, 
always come 
home to roost." 
— Eng. Prov. 

c " The rod is as 
much needed by 
fools, and as well 
suited to them, as 
whips and bridles 
are for beasts." — 
Fauaset, 

•Our version of 
the Bible is to be 
loved and prized 
for this, as for a 
thousand other 
things,— that it 
has preserved a 
purity of mean- 
ing to many 
terms of natural 
objects. Without 
this holdfast, our 
vitiated imagina- 
tions would re- 
fine away lan- 
guage to mere 
abstractions. 
Hence theFrench 
have lost their 
poetical lan- 
guage; and Mr. 
Blanco White 
says the same 
thing has hap- 
pened to the 
Spanish." — Co^e- 
ridge. 

"The more you 
speak of your- 
self the more you 
are likely to lie." 
— Zimtnerfna/n, 

d HaeketL 



CHAPTER THE TWENTY-SIXTH. 



a Mat. viL 6. 

* " The terms in 
the first instance 
mean, *in a 
foolish manner/ 
as is manifest 
from the reason 
given. In the 
second iastuioe 
they mean, *in 



1 — 3. (1) snow . . harvest, comp. ch. zzv. 13. In Palestme 
from spring to October there is Uttle or no rain. So harvest snow 
(or rain) was regarded as a strange and inoongmons thuig. 
Honour paid to a fool is quite as incongruous. (2) bird, or 
sparrow.** onrse causeless, unmerited ; not having sufficient 
gn?ound or reason, not oome, on the cursed : it is suggested bj 
the figs, that it wiU return home to him who cursed, as the birds 
do to their nests.^ (3) whip, etc, each of these is fitting to its 
place and use.' 

Ilomiletio hints {vo. 1 — 3). — ^Verse 1 suggests a sermon on 
things out of place ; verse 2, things in seardi of a place ; verse 
3, things in their right place. The three verses may be com- 
bined, and the subject may be on the fitness of things ; and 
the application may be — I. Are we in our right place ? II. Has 
Christ His proper place in our heart and life ? III. What are we 
doing to secure for the Saviour His right place in the world? 

Siufw for cooling drinks. — ^At Damascus I found that snow 
procured from the neighbouring mountains of Anti-Lebanon is 
kept for sale in the bazaars. The people are accustomed to mix 
it with water, with the juice of pomegranates, with sherbet, and 
other drinks, for the sake of having a cooler beverage. I can 
testify that the use of such a mixture on a hot day is ho^ agree- 
able and refreshing. ^' In the heat of the day," says "Dr. WUson, 
'*the Jews at Hasbeia, in northern Galilee, offered ns water 
cooled with snow from Jebel-esh-Sheikh," the modem name of 
Mount Hermon. In the valleys on the sides of Saunin, com- 
monly reckoned the highest peak of Lebanon, snow remains 
during all the year. ^^ Countless loads of it," says Dr. Schnlz, 
'^ are brought down on the backs of mules to Beirut, and used 
there to freshen in some measure the water, otherwise hardly fit 
to drink." Nor is the use of the article confined, by any means, 
to the vicinity of the mountains where the snow falls. Yolney 
quotes an Arabic writer as saying that cargoes of snow, " obtained 
at Damascus, used, at one period, to be shipped at Beirut and 
Sidon for Damietta, where they were taken into boats, and 
carried up the Nile to Cairo, to be lodged in cisterns for fatue 
use. Afterwards, the other mode of transportation having been 
discontinued, the snow was carried by land from Syria to Egypt ; 
and so great was the traffic, that hardly a day passed when a 
caravan was not despatched on this business." In this innctice 
of the East — not unknown among the Greeks and Bomans— of 
mingling snow with their drinks, we have an obvious explana- 
tion of the above passage, which hajs perplexed many a reader of 
the English Scriptures.'' 

4, 6. (4) answer not, etc.,' do not conform yourself to hia 
style of speech : do not bandy words with him, descending to 
his level, like him, showing the same spirit, as if we ^>- 
proved of it. (5) answer, etc.f meet him wisely in his own 
way ; take oare so to answer as that his folly may be deaz^ 
shown. 

A fool answered according to his folly* — ^When the Bev. J. 
Murray, the father of Modem UniversaHsm, was preaching at 



Gap. 



. 6. 7.1 



PROVERBB, 



247 



Xewhaven, he had among: his hearers Dx. Edwards, the son of 
the first President Edwards. Mr. Murray preached on the 
paternal character of God, and against the doctrine of eternal 
punishment. He said : — ^** Would any of you who are parents 
plunge your children into everlasting fire ; and does not Gkxi love 
ills children as well as you love yours ?" Dr. Edwards rose, and 
asked permission to make a few remarks. He said : — " It does 
not seem to me that the preacher has drawn out inferences 
enough from his doctrine. With your permission I wiU assist 
him with Ms conclusions. Would any of you who are parents 
cast your children into the sea, and cause them to be drowned or 
peri^ ? And does not Grod love His children as well as you do 
jours ? And do you believe that He will ever suffer any of them 
to be drowned in the sea ? Assuredly nobody ever was drowned 
in th3 sea or can be under the government of God. Would any 
of you who are parents set fire to your dwellings in the night, 
and cause your sleeping babe to be burned to death ? And does 
not Gk)d love His chil(£:en as well as you do yours ? Therefore 
no one ever was consumed in a burning house, or ever will be ; 
to 8upi>ose such a thing would be to reflect on the paternal 
character of God." Dr. Edwards was about to introduce some 
further inference, but Mr. Murray could stand it no longer. He 
caught his hat and left the house, and the assembly broke up. 
The fool had been answered according to his folly. — Another 
illustration. — ^A celebrated divine once met a nobleman who was 
a well-known profligate and scoffer, when the following conver- 
sation took place : — " Doctor," said the nobleman, " I am yours 
to my shoe-tie." " My lord," replied the divine, " I am yours to the 
ground." "Doctor, I am yours to the centre of the earth." 
"My lord, I am yours to the antipodes." "Doctor," said the 
nobleman, determined not to be outdone in this contest of 
courteousnees, " I am yours to the lowest pit of heU." " There, 
my lord," said the divine, " I must leave you. So far I have 
answered a fool according to his folly, lest he should be wise in 
his own conceit ; and now I answer him not according to his 
folly, lest I also should be like unto him." 

6, 7. (6) hand . . fool, who cannot be trusted, cntteth . . 
feet, or he might as well have cut off the messenger's feet, for 
he will not get his message well carried.^* diinketh damage, 
as Job XV. 16. (7) legs . . equal,^ better, take away the legs, 
for they are as useless to him as a parable or a proverb to a 
fool. 

Truth,-- 

" Then welcome, world-eyed truth I 
But there are other eyes men better love 
Than truth's : for when we have her she is so cold, 
And proud, we know not what to do witii her. 
We cannot understand her, cannot teach ; 
She makes us love her, but she loves not us ; 
And quits us as she came and looks back never. 
Wherefore we fly to fiction's warm embrace, 
With her to relax and bask ourselves at ease ; 
And, in her loving and unhindering lap 
Voluptuously lulled, we dream at most 
On death and truth ; she knows them, loves them not ; 
Therefore we hate them and deny them both."« 



the roanner wh. 
his folly reqnirea.' 
This is also plain 
from the reason 
given. A foolish 
speech is not a 
rule for oar imi- 
tation ; neverthe- 
less our answer 
must be so framed 
by it as to meet 
and repel it"— 
And. Fuller, 

vv. 4, 6. Bp. War' 
burton, X. 6L 

" There is no 
small degree of 
malicious craft 
in fixing upon a 
season to give a 
mark of enmity 
and m-wiU; a 
word, a look, 
which at one 
time would make 
no impression, at 
another time 
wounds the 
heart ; and, like 
a shaft flying 
with the wind, 
pierces deep, 
which, with its 
own natural 
force, would 
scarcely have 
reached the ob- 
ject aimed at" — 
Sterne. 



a " When a mes- 
sage is sent by a 
fool's hands, he 
makes so many 
mistakes, care- 
less or wilful, that 
it is like bidding 
him go when we 
have cut off his 
legs."— Bridget. 

b *<The legs 
dangle down 
from a lame man; 
so is a parable in 
the mouth of 
fools."— ITordi- 
vorth. 

V. 7. /. C. JHeterIc, 
Antiq. 523; Dr. 
T. Hunt, Obs. 100. 

** None but a fool 
is always rigbt" 
— Hare. 

c Baitetf, 
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He must be a 
thorough fool 
who can learn 
nothing from his 
own foUy. 



dCoufper, 



a "Aa A bag of 
jewels on a heap 
of stones." — 0. 
Zoekler. 

" Being scarce 
made up, I mean, 
to man, he had 
not apprehension 
of roaring ter- 
rors ; for the 
effect of judg- 
ment is oft the 
cause of fear." — 
Shakespeare. 
"Those who ad- 
mire and love 
knowledge for 
its own sake, 
ought to wish to 
see its elements 
made accessible 
to all, were it 
only that they 
may be the more 
thoroughly ex- 
amined into, and 
more effectually 
developed in 
their c o n s e - 
quenoes, and re- 
ceive that duc- 
tility and plastic 
quality which 
the pressure of 
minds of all de- 
scriptions, con- 
stantly moulding 
them to their 
purpose, can only 
hefitow."— Sir J. 
Herschel, 

a "The wicked 
man often sick- 
ens at his wicked- 
ness, and then 
returns to it 
again. ■ Thus 
Pharaoh return- 
ed from his mo- 
mentary convic- 
tion ; Ahab from 
his pretended re- 
pentance ; Herod 
from his partial 
amendment." — 
Dav.ThomaSyD.D. 
"Let every man 
that would avoid 
a return to his 
former iniquity 
be infinitely care- 



" The works of man inherit, as is jnst, 
Their authors frailty, and return to dust ; 
But Trutii Divine for ever stands secure, 
Its head is guarded as its base is sure ; 
Fix*d in the rolling flood of endless years, 
The pillar of th' eternal plan apx)ears, 
The raving storm and daishing wave defies, 
Built by that Architect who built the skies." ' 

8 — ^10. (8) bindeth . . sling, marg. putteth a jewel on a Jieap 
0/ stones. The point of the comparison lies in the value of the 
stone." Others think the point of comparison is the uselessness 
of a stene if botmd in a sling. (9) a thorn, etc., a fool 
handling the doctrines of wisdom is like a drunken man 
handling thorns. (10) great God, this is incorrect ; no refe- 
rence to God is made. Bender thus : " As the archer that 
woundeth every one, so is he that hireth,'* etc. Trusting matters 
of grave moment to men of bad repute, or to any chance comer, 
wiU do as much mischief as one who shoots arrows about ab 
random, transgressors, or vagrants. 

The infidel confounded. — Some years ago, the Rev. James 
Armstrong preached at Harmony, near Sie Wabaah, when a 
doctor of that place, a professed deist, or infidel, called on his 
associates to accompany him while he attacked the Methodists, 
as he said. At first he asked Mr. Armstrong, " if he followed 
preaching to save souls ?" He answered in the affirmative. He 
then asked Mr. Armstrong "if he ever saw a soul?" "No." 
" If he ever heard a soul ?" " No." " If he ever tasted a soul 2" 
" No." " If he ever smeUed a soul ?" " No." " If he ever felt 
a soul ?" " Yes, thank God," said Mr. Armstrong. " Well," said 
the doctor, " there are four of the five senses against one that 
there is not a soul." Mr. Armstrong then asked the gentleman 
if he was a doctor of medicine ; and he also answered in the 
affirmative. He then asked the doctor, " If he ever saw a pain ?" 
" No." " If he ever heard a pain ?" " No." " If he ever tasted 
a pain?" "No." « If he ever smeUed a pain ?" "No." "If he 
ever felt a pain ?" " Yes." Mr. Armstrong then said, " There 
are also four senses against one to evidence that there is no pain ; 
yet, sir, you know that there is pain, and I know there is a souL'* 
The doctor appeared confounded, and walked off. 

11, 12. (11) as a dog, 2 Pe. ii. 22. " The emblem used 
here is disgusting, but the thing signified is infinitely more so.'** 
returneth, Heb. iterateth : " so comes the fool for the second 
time again with his folly." " Here is meant a falling again into 
foolish courses of action after brief endeavours or beginnings at 
improvement." ^ (12) wise . . conceit, has a blind over-estunate 
of himself. One who is encased in self-sufficiency.* " The self- 
conceited are taught with more difficulty than the stupid."' 

The danger of conceit (v. 12). — Consider the te^rt — ^L As a 
general truth. Here we may distinctly note — 1. The character 
described ; 2. His hopeless condition. II. With more especial 
reference to religion. 1. A man that carries his conceit into his 
religion is indeed in a most deplorable state ; 2. The fooL then, 
is in a more hopeful state than he. On this subject found a 
general exhortation.* 
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The poiter of habit, — ^There is a fabulous story of a princess 
who was shut up in a strong castle, out of which she must make 
her escape or else be starved to death. Well, the door has been 
taken away ; what is there to hinder her ? The bright sun is 
■ shining on the forest in which the castle stands, and she joyfully 
hastens down to the gate, that she may pass it and be free. But 
stop ' in this gate a spider's web is hanging from top to bottom. 
She sweeps it away in a moment, and is going on, when, behold, 
another spider's web is before her. It is very easy to sweep that 
away too, and she does it. But there is a third, and, when that 
is removed, a fourth ; and so on, again and again ; and at last 
the poor princess sits down and weeps bitterly, and feels that 
though there is only a spider's web between her and liberty, she 
shall never be free. Habits are like these spider's webs. Each 
single act of a habit, — ^what is easier to be overcome ! But it is 
the constant succession of them, one after the other, which, 
except by God's special assistance, will, in the long run, over- 
come us.^* 

13—16. (13) slothfal, Pr. xii. 24, xxii. 13. lion, here a 
roaring animal. (14) as door, etc., always moving, yet never 
moving from its place." He does not care to get out of his bed, 
but seems to be hung upon it, as a door upon its hinges.* (15) 
hldeth his hand,« comp. ch. xiz. 24. grieveth him, wearies 
him, puts him to too much trouble. / (16) sluggard, another 
term for the lazy and self-indulgent, seven men, i.e, any 
number of men. *< Indolence feeds intellectual vanily." ren- 
der a reason, or give back an intelligent, wise answer. 

Tlve argwnents of sloth (v. 16). — ^I. Picture the sluggard sur- 
rounded by friends anxious to show him a more excellent way ; 
they argue the advantages to the individual and to society of toil. 
II. Picture the imperturbability of the sluggard ; he is almost 
too lazy even to reply. III. Describe the great weakness of his 
character — conceit, and see i7. 12. 

JYeed of indiistry in religion. — " Make one honest effort for 
your soul's salvation," said a professor of Brown University to 
young Malcom, then a student in the institution. The student 
went to his room, and shut himself up with Grod. The ex- 
pression, "Make one honest effort," sounded in his ears. He 
obeyed. He struggled. He cast himself on Christ. He came 
from that room an altered man. In after years, the preaching 
of onr dear friend Malcom has been blessed with revival influ- 
ences that have brought scores to the cross, among them, two 
now in the Presbyterian ministry. "I never can forget that 
word which was once whispered to me in an inquiry-meeting," 
said a Christian to his friend. " What word ?" " It was tiie 
word * eternity.' " A young pious companion,* who was yearning 
for the salvation of my soul, came up to my pew, and simply 
whispered "Eternity" in my ear with solemn tenderness, and 
left me. But that word did not leave me ; it drov6 me to the 
cross for saIvation."<* 

17. passeth by, on his own business, meddleth with, 
allowB himself to be enraged with, and so takes part in strife 
which does not really concern him. taketh . . ears, and so 
exciteth the dog to bite him.' 

TTie meddler (t\ 17). — I. Describe the meddlesome man. He 



ful to avoid every 
new sin, for it (a 
! like a blow to a 
j broken leg, or a 
jburden to a 
i crushed arm. 
lEvery little 
j thing disorders 
; the new health, 
land unfinished 
1 recovery." — Jer, 
Taylor. 

h 0. ZSckler. 

c" Every man has 
just as much va- 
nity as he wants 
understanding."^ 
Pope, 
d Fatusef. 
e C. Simeon, M.A. 
f Old Jonathan. 



,a "Turns lazy 
and stupid like 
the dyer's nag 
round in its cix- 
de."— Schiller. 

j b Mat. Henry. 

lc«Or rather *in 
the dish.' The 
moral is that a 
fool loves to have 
his hand (the or- 
gan of work) in 
the dish, the 
place of sensual 
pleasure; but he 
will not use his 
hand for any ac- 
tive exertion."— 
Wordsworth. 

d Cuyler. 

Herodotus al- 
ludes incredu- 
lously to a race 
of Scythians or 
Tartars who were 
reported to sleep 
six months con- 
tinuously in a 
year. 

" God gives sleep 
to the bad, in 
order that the 
good may be un- 
ddatxahed."-Sadi, 



a ** He that has 
got a dog by the 
ears, if he lets 
him go he flies 
at him, and if he 
keeps his hold he 
has his hands 
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foU, and oan do 
nothing else." — • 
Mat, Henrn, l 

** A slight answer , 
to an intricate i 
and nseleas qnea- 1 
tion ifl a fit cover ' 
to sach a dish ; ' 
a cabbage-leaf is I 
good enough to 
cover a dish of ; 
muahrooma."-— /. , 
Taylor. \ 

"A jest in scorn ' 
points oat, and 
hits the thing , 
more home than 
the morosest sa- 
tire's sting." — 
Butter, 

6 lAfe of Hoipper. 



a "The teacher 
cuts off the plea 
men are so ready 
to make for them- 
selves when they 
have hurt their 
neighbour by 
their lies, that 
they • did not 
mean mischief,' 
that they were 
• only in fun.' "— 
8pk. Com. 

** Quipping and 
flouting is 
counted the 
flower and grace 
of men's speech, 
and especially of 
table talk; but 
the hurt that 
cometh by this 
flower is as bitter 
as wormwood, 
and the disgrace 
which this grace 
casteth upon men 
is fouler than 
any dirt of the 
Btreet."—Mu£et. 

Eph.v. 4. 

"He who never 
relaxes into spor- 
tiveness is a 
wearisome com- 
panion; but be- 
ware of him who 
jests at every- 
thing! such men 
disparage, by 
some ludicrous 
association, all 



haa a oonoeited notion of hiB own praofcical wisdom ; can rectify 
everything, from the stirring of a fire to the ruling of a nation ; 
interferes with the domestio, social, mental differences of eyecy- 
body. II. Draw attention to his fate. Like one who ti^es a 
dog hy the ears, he is sore to be bitten by the strife he meddles 
with. Application :— Draw a distinction between a mere mis- 
chicTons meddler and a kind-hearted, judicious peacemaker. 

The meddling *bus passenger. — ^Sometimes his (Isaac Hopper*8) 
jests conveyed catting sarcasms. One day, when he was nding 
in an omnibus, he opened a portmonnaie lined with red. A man 
with a very flaming visage, who was somewhat intoxicated and 
therefore very muc^ incUned to be talkative, said, '^ Ah, that is a 
very gay pocket-book for a Quaker to carry ! " " Yes, it is very 
red," replied Friend Hopper ; " but it is not so red as thy nose."* 
The paasengfers all smiled, and the man seized the first oppar* 
tunity to escape. A poor woman once entered an omnibus whidi 
was nearly full, and stood waiting for some one to make room. 
A proud-looking lady sat near Friend Hopper, and he asked her 
to move a little to accommodate the new comer. But she 
looked very glum, and remained motionless. After examining 
her countenance for an instant he said, '' If thy face often lools 
so I shouldn't like to have thee for a neighbour.*' The passengen 
exchanged smiles at this rebuke, and the lady frowned stUl more 
deeply.* 

18, 19. (18) madman, one who has no self-control, is 
insane, firebrands, either sparks, or arrows tipped with a 
burning substance. (19) deceivetll, deals craftily with ; tells 
lies to. in sport, forgetting that to deal with deceit is to deal 
with an edge tool.'* ''Many a practical jester does the maniacs 
mischief without the maniac's excuse." 

T7ie mUchievous jolter (v. 19). — ^I. We have here a sketdi in 
outline of a too common character — ^the practical joker ; the man 
who finds a pleasure in hoaxing his neighbours, writing 
anonymous letters, etc. II. We have also his poor excuse upon 
detection, ^' Am I not in sport 1 I did it only for a jc^." Take the 
Bemers-stieet hoax, by Home Tooke, as an illustration of the 
immense cost and inconvenience to those operated upon. Sh oald 
there not be a greater object in life than this 1 

A practical joke with a purpose. — ^A wealthy farmer, mnch 
affected with hypochondria, came to Langenaa to oonsnlt 
Michael Scuppach, better known by the appellation of the 
Mountain Doctor. ' " I have seven devils in my belly," said he. 
" no fewer than seven." " There are more than seven," replied 
the doctor, with the utmost gpravity ; " if you count them right 
you will find eight." After questioning the patient oonoeming 
his case, he promised to cure him in eight days, during which 
time he would every morning rid him of one of his troublesome 
inmates, at the rate of a louis d'or for each. *^ But," added he, 
" as the last will be more obstinate and difficult to expel than 
the others, I diall expect two louis d'ors for him." The farmer 
agreed to these terms : the bargain was struck, and the doctor 
impressing upon all present the necessity of secrecy, promised to 
give the nine louis d'ors to the poor of the parish. The next 
morning the imaginary demoniac was brought to him, and 
placed near a kind of machine which he had never seen before. 
by which means he received an electric shock. The farmer 
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roared oat lustily. '^ There goes one !" said the doctor, with 
the utmost grayity. Next day the same operation was repeated ; 
the fanner bellowed as before, and the doctor coolly remarked, 
" Another is off T* In this manner he proceeded to the seventh. 
^\llen he was preparing to attack the last, Scuppach reminded 
his patient that he now had need of all his courage, for this was 
the captain of the gang, who would make a more obstinate 
resistance than any of the others. The shock was at this time 
so strong as to extend the demoniac on the floor. '' Now they 
are all gone I" said the doctor, and ordered the farmer to be put 
to bed. On recovering himself, the latter declared he was com- 
pletely cured ; he paid the nine louis d'ors, with abundance of 
thanks, and returned in the best spirits to the village. Credible 
i^itnesses attest this extraordinary cure, which proves the acute- 
ness of the doctor, as well as tiie truth of Solomon's proverb, 
that with the fool we must sometimes talk like a fool.'' 

20—22. (20) wood is,, for replenishing the fire, tale- 
bearer, or whisperer, slanderer, who is to strife as wood to fire. 
(21) contentious, querulous, or quarrelsome. Such are incen- 
diaries. (22) wounds, ch. xviii. 8 ; sudb words are like stings 
that reach the very vitals.« 

Fuel for social fires {vv. 20 — 22). — ^I. The fire, how it is pro- 
duced ; rumours, tiiey say ; first tales exaggerated ; the three 
black crows; mountains and molehills. Of rumour Tennyson 
sajs: — 

" The parson made it his text that week, and he said likewise, 
That a lie which is part a truth is ever the blackest of lies ; 
That a lie which is all a lie, may be met and fought with 

outright, 
But a lie which is part a truth is a harder matter to fight." 

II. The fire, how it is sustained ; by the bearing of tales with 
i^undiy accretions, up and down ; the tell-tale grows like a rolling 
ball of snow. III. Hie fire, how it may be extinguished ; by 
in.<i6ting on the silence of the talebearer. Tell the talebearer 
that jou shall repeat what he has said, and name him as your 
authority ; let it be understood that what is told you as a great 
(>ccret shall be no secret with you, and he must take the con- 
sequences of the repetition. 

Coal, or charcoal, and wood. — Coals added to a heap of burning 
coals make the fire hotter. The contentious man's tongue is 
'' set on fire of hell," and he sets on fire the whole community in 
which he dwells. That which is rendered " coal " in the Bible 
should be read charcoal, or burned wood. "The ancients, if 
they knew the combustible properties of mineral coal, never appear 
to have thought of using it for fuel ; nor do the Orientals use 
it to this day." Indications of the existence of coal in the 
Holy Land have, however, been discovered in various parts of 
the mountains of Lebanon, and a mine is now worked by the 
pacha. 

23—26. (23) burning lips, wh. seem to glow with affection, 
potsherd . . dross, '■^ a piece of broken earthenware from l^e 
furnace, which glitters with the silver drops that stick to it, but 
Id itself contemptible, worthless.' <> (24) dissembletli, maketh 
'he show of lave. (25) speaketh fair, then judge not by the 



objects which axe 
presented to 
their thoofhtSy 

, and thereby ren- 
der themselveft 

• incapable of any 
emotion which 
can either ele- 

' Tate or soften 

. them; they bring: 
upon their moral 
being an influ- 
ence more with- 
ering than the 
blasts of the de- 
sert."— 5t>a/A«y. 

6 Percy Anee. 

a " They destroy 
the mental peace 
of him to whom 
they are uttered, 
the reputation of 
him qf whom 
they are uttered^ 
and the social 
hapiness of 
both."—Da,vid 
Thomatj DM. 

Ps. m, 1—6 ; Ja. 
iii. 6. 



O.20. 
i. 359. 



/. Fatoeett, 



^ Scandal gene- 
rally takes its 
rise either from 
an in-wUl to 
mankind, a pri- 
vate inclination 
to make our- 
selves esteemed, 
an ostentation of 
wit, and vanity 
of being thought 
in the secrets of 
the world ; or 
from a desibre of 
gratifying any of 
these dispositions 
of mind in those 
persons with 
whom we con- 
YeTse."-Addison. 

" Slander Uvea 
upon succession ; 
fbr ever housed 
when once it geta 
possession." — 
Shakespeare. 
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credit; inducing 
men to think 
them done not 
out of lore to 
Tlrtue, bat for a 
vainglorious de- 
sign."— jSamNT. 

'Tlatteryisasart 
of bad money, to 
which our vanity 
gives currency." 
— La Roeh^ou- 
oauld, 

b Sir W. Raleigh. 



aUngoverned 
passion. The 
fool being usually 
conceived as one 
having no power 
cf self-oontroL 

"Say nothing to 
any one in a fury, 
for that is like 
putting to sea in 
a storm. Wise 
men, remember- 
ing their own in- 
firmities, bear 
with those of 
others." — Q^oted 
by NieholU. 

b "Envy is the 
daughter of 
pride, the author 
of revenge and 
murder, the be- 
ginner of sedi- 
tion, and the 
perpetual tor- 
mentor of vir- 
tue." — 8oera4€s. 

"Nature in every 
man is both en- 
vious and dis- 
d a i n f u 1, and 
never loves to 
honour another, 
but when it may 
be an honour to 
itsell"~i(p.J3aZ/. 

Ja. iii. 14, 16. 

c 0. Brooks. 

V. 4. Dr,R.Mou, 
iv. 166. 

dCheeffet' 



a "Love whiah 
from false con- 
sideration dis- 
sembles, and does 



a vainglorioos fool, neither take delight in the piaiBe of other 
men, except thou deserve it, and receive it from snch as are 
worthy and honest, and will withal warn thee of thy faults ; for 
flatterers have never any virtue, they are ever base, creeping, 
cowardly persooB. A flatterer is said to be a beast that bitetii 
smiling ; it is said by Isaiah in this manner : ^^"Mj people, tiiej 
that praise thee, seduoe thee, and disorder the paths of l£iy feet :' 
and David desired God to out out the tongue of a flatterer. But 
it is hard to know them from friends, tihey aro so obsequious and 
full of protestations ; for as a wolf resembles a dog, so doth a 
flatterer a friend. A flatterer is compared to an ape, who because 
she cannot defend the house like a dog, labour as an ox, or bear 
burdens as a horse, doth therefore yet play tricks, and provoke 
laughter.* 

3, 4. (3) stone, etc., lit. " Heaviness is in stone, and weigtt 
is in sand." fool's wrath, or ill-temper.« heavier, on him- 
self, as well as on those whom he makes to suffer under it. (4) 
wrath, violent passion, outrageous, or overflowing ; makes 
a man *' savage and furious as a beast of prey." envy,* or 
jealousy. The violent passion in a husband who thinks hiinself 
wronged. 

The power of envy (v. 4). — ^I. Its nature. 1. Its object is some- 
thing that is good, natural or acquired — even rel^ous ex- 
cellence ; 2. Its object is something that is in possession of 
another — ^grudges the possession of it by him — desires to appro- 
priate it ; 3. Something that is not absolutely unattainable— a 
man does not envy the beauty of a woman, or the woman the 
strength of a man. 11. Its piroperties. 1. It is common : many 
things due to envy which are generally ascribed to other causes; 
2. It is odious : it is pain arising from the happiness of others, 
and a desire to destroy that happiness — ^breathes a muxderous 
spirit ; 3. It is destructive — subtle, acceptable to many observers, 
more intense in proportion to the excellence of t^e person i: 
assails. III. Its cure. I. A Scriptural estimate of the objects 
which excite envy — ^they are not so valuable as they appear to 
be ; 2. A just opinion of ourselves — we do not deserve so much 
as we imagine ; 3. An entire change of heart— oonversion. 
Apply : — (1) Do not needlessly provoke envy ; (2) I>o not 
wickedly indulge it ; (3) Do not basely fear it ; (4) Do not 
angrily resent it.'' 

Xerxes angry with the Hellespont. — ^When tiie force of the 
current had carried away the temporary bridge which Xcne< 
had caused to be thrown over the Hellespont, on his gfrand ex- 
pedition into Greece, he was so enraged, &at he not only ordered 
the heads of the workmen to be struck off, but, like a -m^tnan. 
inflicted lashes upon the sea, to punish it for its insolence ; he. 
moreover, affected to hold it in future under his control, by 
throwing fetters into it ! "A striking proof," adds the historian. 
^' how much the possession of despotic power tends not onfy vi> 
corrupt the heart, but even to weaken and blind the under- 
standing."*' 

6, 6. (5) open rebuke, plain, straightforwaid censine. 
secret love," i.e, love which shrinks from reprovin£r> and is 
willing to let a friend's faults continue rather tluui speak about 



not name to one's ' them. (G) wounds, given to our feelings by pointixi£r out our 
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fanlta.' kisses, etc.^^ i.e. of a friend who is really an enemy to 
US because he smoothes over onr idlings, deoeitful, Heb./r6- 
quent ; so to be lightly esteemed.'' 

The mounds of a friend (v. 6). — ^I. They are of the most painf nl. 
n. They are accompanied with sympathy. III. They are 
followed by healing words. lY. They manifest to us our weak 
part of character. Y. God is our chief friend ; — notice how He 
wounds the heart by bringing sin to remembrance, but only to 
heal and save. 

Friendship. — How few have the requisite boldness or wisdom 
duly to administer reproofs I It is said of Alexander that he 
bade a philosopher begone from his presence, who had been a 
long time with him ; for, said he, So long hast thou been with 
me without ever reproving me, which must needs be thy fault ; 
for either thou sawest notiiing in me worthy of reproof, which 
argues thy ignorance, or else &ou durst not reprove me, which 
argues tiiy unfaithfulness. Charity and prudence are not 
parasitical plants which require holes of falsehood to climb 
up upon. It is often extremely difficult in the mixed things of 
this world to act truly and kindly too ; but therein lies one of 
the great trials of a man, that his sincerity should have kindness 
in it, and his kindness truth. 

7, 8. (7) loatheth, Heh. " treadeth under foot." The teach- 
ing is that indulgence in any sensual pleasure is sure to bring on 
satiety, while self-restraint increases our capacity for enjoyment. 
iLiing^ry, etc., comp. the Eng. proverb, " Hunger is the best 
sauce : " and the Ger. prov., " Hunger is the l^st cook." (8) 
bird . . nest, a prov. against the restless love of diange and 
travel." 

Th£ nsaTidering bird (r. 8). — I. Consider the nest of the bird 
and the place of the man. 1. The same wise Creator that 
supplied the bird with its nest, has furnished a place for man ; 
2. As the nest for the bird, so the place for the man which God 
has chosen is the best. II. Consider the wandering bird and 
man. 1. Some of the causes of wandering : — as pride, etc., — ^the 
prodigal son ; 2. Some consequences of wandering : danger, dis- 
comfort, a humiliating return, or irretrievable ruin. Apply : — 
(1) Let those who are in their place, keep there ; (2) If out of 
our place, let us at once return ; (3) The best place for wanderers 
is the heart of Christ. 

HoTiey, — ^Both St. Basil and St. Chrysostom put this difference 
between the labour of the ant and the bee, that the ants work 
but for themselves the bee for others. Though tiie ants have a 
commonwealth of their own, yet those fathers call their labour 
but private labour, because no other commonwealth have benefit 
by their labour but their own. Direct thy labours in thy calling 
to the good of the public, and then thou art a civil, a moral ant : 
but consider also that all that are of the household of the faith- 
ful, axid profess the same truth of religion, are part of this public, 
and direct thy labours for the glory of Christ Jesus amongst 
them, too, and then thou art a religious and a Christian bee, and 
the fmit of thy labour shall be honey. The labour of the ant is 
9ub dWy open, evident, manifest ; the labour of the bee is sub 
tecto, in a house, in a hive ; they will do good, and yet they will 
not be seen to do it ; they affect not glory, nay, tiiey avoid 
it. For in experience, when some men, curious of natural know- 1 



neighbour hi3 
faults even where 
it shonid do so." 
—0. Z6ckler. 
"I thank that 
man as my friend 
through whose 
advice I am 
enabled to wipe 
off the blemishes 
of my soul before 
the appearance 
of the awful 
Judge.** — 
Gregory I. 
b "There cannot 
be a more worthy 
improvement of 
friendship than 
in a fervent oppo- 
sition to the sins 
of those we love." 
—Bp. Hall. 
cMat.zxvi.48,49. 
d "Authority pre- 
dominates in fa- 
vour of abundant, 
and we thus get 
a delicate touch 
of irony, .wh. is 
wanting in the 
JL.Y."^Spk. Com. 

a "X prov. di- 
rected against 
weariness of one's 
home, against ad- 
venturous im- 
pulses, and a rest- 
less roving, with- 
out quiet domes- 
tic tastes.**— 0. 
ZSckler. 

" He whose levity 
or discontent 
makes him rashly 
leave his country, 
or trade, or ofBce, 
too often undoes 
himself, but 
rarely mends his 
condition." — £p. 
Patrick. 

1 Co. vil 24 ; 1 
Th. iv. 11. 
V. 8. Dr. J. Orton, 
i. 163. 

"Contentment 
produces, in some 
measure, all those 
effects which the 
alchemist usually 
ascribes to what 
he calls the philo- 
sopher's stone ; 
and if it does not 
bring riches, it 
does the same 
thing, by banish- 
ing the desire of 
them. If it can- 
not remove the 
disquietudes aris- 
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InR from a man's 
mind, boily, or 
fortune, it makes 
him easy under 
them."- Additon. 

** May I always 
have a heart su- 
perior, with eco- 
nomy suitable, to 
my fortune." — 
Shenstone, 
b Dr. Donne. 

a "Every friend 
is to the other a 
Bun, and a sun- 
flower also; he 
attracts and fol- 
lows." — Riehter. 

b "Friendship, 
like certain wines, 
becomes valuable 
with years. The 
old family friend, 
with whom are 
associated the 
touching memo- 
ries of many 
loved ones in the 
dust, his presence 
is more than sun- 
shine to the soul, 
his voice richer 
than any music." 
— l»av. ThonuUf 
D.D. 

"A brother, if he 
be worthy, is the 
readiest and 
nearest to be a 
friend; but till 
he be so, he is 
but the twilight 
of the day, and 
but the blossom 
to the fairest 
firuit of Paradise. 
A brother does 
not always make 
a friend, but a 
friend ever makes 
a brother, and 
more."-/. Taylor. 
r. 10. W.Enfield, 
i. 261 ; R. Robin- 
son, iv. 39 ; Dr. 
Blair, iv. 368; 
Dr. W. Stevens, 
m. 1. 

eR,T.S, 

a "The upright- 
ness of the scho- 
lar will be the 
truest answer to 
aU the attacks on 
the character or 
teaching of the 
master."— iSfpi;. 
Com^ 



ledge, have made their hives of glass, that bj that tranepaiency 
they might see the bees' maimer of working, the bees have made 
it their first work to line that glass hive wil^ a cmst of wax, 
that they might work and not be discerned. It is a bleseed 
sincerity to work as the ant, professedly, openly ; but because 
there may be oases when to do so would destroy the whole work, 
though tikere be a doud and a curtain between thee and l^e eyes 
of men, yet if thou do them clearly in the sight of God, that He 
see His glory advanced by thee, the fruit of l^y labour shall be 
honey.* 

9, 10. (9) ointment, eto.j things highly esteemed, pleasm^, 
and refreshing, tlie heart, the organ of x>eroeiving what 
pleases the senses, hearty counsel, sincere, faii^ul, and 
loving.« (10) thy firiend, one long tried and proved.* In the 
time of trouble such a one will prove better to you than leW 
tives. neighbour . . near, in heart and sympatiliy. 

Old family frienAB (v. 10). — I. Consider some of our fathers' 
old friends. 1. The Sabbath ; 2. The sanctuary ; 3. The Sayiom; 
4. The Scriptures. II. Consider some reasons for being true to 
them. 1. Because of what they have done for those who aie 
dear to us ; 2. Because of what they promise to do for ns ; 3. 
Because of what they have already done for some of us. 
<< He that wrongs his friend 

Wrongs himself more, and ever bears about 

A silent court of justice in his breast — 

Himself the judge and jury ; and himself 

The prisoner at the bar, ever condemned : 

And that drags down his life : then comes, what comes, 
hereafter." 
A Christian friend. — ^A number of intimate friends being ai 
dinner together, on the Lord's day, one of the company, in order 
to prevent improper discourse, said, " It is a question whether we 
shall aJl go to heaven or not." This plain hint occasioned a general 
seriousness and self-examination. One thought, *' If any of this 
company go to hell, it must be myself ; " and so thought another, 
and another ; even the servants who waited at table were 
affectedintiie same manner. In short, it was afterwajcdsfoondthat 
this one sentence proved, by the special blessing of Grod upon it^ is* 
strumental to their conversion. What an encouragement is this 
to Christians, to give a serious turn to the conversation, when ia 
company I It should be observed, however, that the Lord's da; 
was not instituted for the visiting and entertainment even of 
Christians. How is their conduct, who make a point of meetiiii* 
and feasting on the Sabbath, to be distinguished from theSonda; 
parties of the profane ? Our place of meeting, on that daj, ^ 
the house of God ; and our feast, the rich provisions of the erti- 
lasting Gospel.* 

11, 12. (11) wise, a word including here all virtac aal 
goodness. The goodness of the children, when grown up, taks 
all reproach away from their parents." reproaoheth sie, * 
having failed in parental duty. (12) prudent^ etc.f ocanp. ct. 
xxii. 3. 

A father's wish (r. 11).— I. The nature of the father's d«i« 
That his son may be wise. This from a good father inclit<^^ 
wisdom of the highest kind— religion. IL The reason of u^' 
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father's desire. That he may boldly speak his son's praise to 
inquirers, that when any reproach him with too much indul- 
gence, he may point to his son as an answer. — Effects of prudence 
ani folly contrasted. — Solomon a keen observer of men. One 
post of observation. Prov. vii. 6. Imagine cases of merchants, 
pleasure-seekers, travellers, in illustration of the text, as seen by 
the king. I. Contrast the characters. 1. The prudent— on the 
outlook, circumspect, he forecasts the future, he distrusts him- 
self ; 2. The simple— the shallow, flippant, conceited, unobser- 
vant, " passes on " self-satisfied, takes things easy with a jaunty 
air. II. Contrast the courses pursued. 1. The prudent hides 
himself at the right time, in the right place, in the right way : 
2, The simple — he passes on, life witifi him a constant passing on, 
passing by the call to repentance — the cross nothing to him — " 
ye that pass by," etc. III. Contrast the two conclusions of life. 
J. Safefy for the prudent ; 2. Punishment for the wicked,^ 

Duke qf Burgundy. — ^Louis, Duke of Burgundy, was a pattern ! 
of filial obedience. It was never necessary to tLireaten or punish 
him in order to make him do his duty. A word, or even a look, 
was sufficient. He was always much, grieved when his mother 
seemed displeased with him, or spoke to him less kindly than 
osnal. On such occasions he would often weep, and say to her, 
clasping his little hands, '^ Bear mamma, do not be angry with 
me ; I will do what you please." ' 

1^ 14. (13) take . . stranger, comp. ch. xx. 16. (14) 
loud voice, the sign of intensity and extravagance.'* The 
person referred to is 3ie flatterer or ^cophant.^ rising early, 
the sign of zeal and eagerness, counted a cnrse, beo. men 
are sure to suspect that he has some sinister motive. 

IHendship, love, and truth. — 

When friendship, love, and truth abound 

Among a band of brothers, 
The cup of joy goes gaily round, 

Each shares iSlo bliss of others. 
Sweet roses grace the thorny way 

Along this vale of sorrow ; 
The flowers that shed their leaves to-day 

Shall bloom again to-morrow. 
How grand in age, how fair in youth, 
Are holy friendship, love, and truth I 

On halcyon wingfs our moments pass, 

Life's cruel cares beguiling ; 
Old Time lays down hiis scytihe and glass, 

In gay good-humour smiling ; 
With ermine beard and f orelod^ grey, 

His reverent front adorning. 
He looks like Winter tum'd to May, 

Night softened into morning. 
How grand in age, how fair in youth 
Are holy f riend&ip, love, and truth ! 

From these delightful fountains flow 

Ambrosial rills of pleasure : 
Can man desire, can Heaven bestow, 

A more resplendent treasure ? 

TOL. VIT. O.T. B 



« NeutxaHty In 
things good or 
evil is both odious 
and prejudicial; 
but in matters 
of an indifferent 
nature is safe 
and commend- 
able. Herein 
taking of parts 
maketh sides, and 
breaketh unity. 
In an unjust 
cause of separa- 
tion, he that fa- 
voureth both 
parts may, per- 
haps, have least 
love of either 
side, but hath 
most charity in 

Ball, 
b Hive. 



eR.T.8, 



a "Clamorous 
and hasty profes- 
sions of affection 
are to be dis- 
trusted. They 
may have the 
sound of bene- 
dictions in the 
morning, but 
often they are 
soon turned into 
c u rsing." — 
Wordsworth. 

6 "Of aU wild 
beasts, preserve 
me from a flat- 
terer. " — Johnwn. 

"Friendship is 
constant In all 
other things, 
save in the office 
and affairs of 
love ; therefore, 
all hearts in love 
use their own 
tongues. Let 
every eye nego- 
tiate for itself, 
and trust no 
agent ; for beauty 
is a witch, against 
whose charms 
faith melteth 
into blood."— 
Shaketpeare. 

"G-ood-nature is 
a disposition to 
please, and is 
compounded of 
kindness, for- 



268 



FMLOVERBS, 



[Gap. xxvU. 15-20. 



bearanoe, for> 
eiT«ne8i, and 
MU-deniaL" — C. 



a *Howev«r he 
may attonpt to 
ecmoeal the do- 
mestio troables 
which arise from 
the oontentionB 
of his wife, yet 
they proclaim 
themselves, as 
the ointaient of 
his right hand 
betzays itself by 
its scent." — 
Vordnoorih, 
''Those that are 
froward and 
brawling will 
proclaim their 
own shame, even 
when their 
Mends, in kind- 
ness to them, 
would cover it* 
— Mai, Henry. 

a Stier, Sertheau. 

"Izonsharpeneth 
Inm by removing 
the rost wh. has 
been contracted 
from their lying 
apart; so inter- 
coarse between 
friend and friend 
mbs down the 
prejndioes which 
they have con- 
tracted in their 
separate state." 
— Ed, Irving, 

*'You may take 
satza to open the 
liver, steel to 
open the spleen, 
flower of fiolphnr 
for the lungs, 
castorenm for 
the brain; but no 
receipt openeth 
the heart but a 
true friend."— 
£i4. Bacon. 

V. 17. /. Marriott. 
384. 

b J)r, Miweis. 



uSpi. Com. 

b Wordsworth. 
cFausBO, 



Adom'd with gems so richly bright^ 

We'll f ozm a oonstellation, 
Where every etef with modest light, 

Shall gild hifi proper Btation. 
How grand in age, how fair in youth, 
Are h^y friendship, love, and trath ! ^ 

15, 16. (15) dropping, etc^ comp. di. xix. 13. rainy day, 
or more pointedly, a day of showers. (16) hideth her, i.e. tike 
quarrelsome wife. Hideth, in l^e sense of restrains, endeayonrs 
to keep her temper within limits, ointment, etc.^ i.e. however 
he presses the unguent in his hand, the fragrance of it will come 
abx^ad.* 

. Perfummg the htrnds. — ^This refers to the custom of perfmning:, 
so common in ancient times, and not infrequent now. The 
odour of their cosmetics is so powerful, tibat i&e Tery street 
ilong which the person walks is highly scented. 6uc3i ointment 
cannot be concealed : it proclaims itself, as the Hebrew may be 
remdered, wherever it comes. The riglit hand is mentioned 
because it is most honourable, most used in anointing, and 
cannot be kept concealed in the bosom, as all salutations, and the 
endless gestures in conversation call it f (xrt^. Hie ointment of 
the right hand will surely bewray itself, and so wiU a oontentdoos 
woman : she cannot be Md. 

17, 18. (17) iron, etCy lit "iron to iron maketh sharp." 
sbarpeneth . . friend, some think the meaning is, ^ one en- 
rages, provokes the other."^ But prefer the idea that oonvrasa- ' 
tlon provokes intelligence, wh. the face exhibits. One friend, in 
conversation, stimulatee llie other, the conntenanoe, wh. \& 
the revealer of the souL (18) keei>etli, i.e. patienl^ and perse* 
veringly watcheth and tendeth. ^^ Diligence secures its reward, 
even for the humble servant." 

Renewal of friendship (v, 17). — ^I. A friend separated from his 
friend gprows dull ; so iron becomes duU of edge when kept from 
sharpening process. 11. As iron becomes bright and sharp by 
friction, so the meeting of friends tends to sharpen and poli^ 
the understanding and refresh the heart. HI. There ia a Friend 
with whom communion is better than with any earthly friend. 

Dr. Haweis. — Captain Wilson, of the missionary ship Jhiff^ on 
his return from his expedition for evangelising l^e heathen, was 
presented with a diamond ring, of considerable value, by Dr. 
Haweis, a zealous promoter of the London Missionary Society, 
accompanied with the following zioto : — ^* Anxious for yoor 
arrival, I had prepared the following token. I wish to couple 
my name with yours. The circle is an emblem of the etemitr 1 
hope to spend with you. The brilliant is not brighter than mj 
affection, nor the gold purer than my friendship. Wear me on 
your heart : while mine beats, it will rememb^ you, and bless 
God for you." * 

19, 20. (19) as . . face, '' As we see our own face when tt? 
look on the mirror-like surface of the water, so in every heart of 
man we may see our own likeness. In spite of all diversities we 
come upon the common human nature in wh. we all alike diar«.' 
Or, *' A man moulds society by his own behaviour. A parent wHl 
find himself reflected in his children; an instructor vrill find 
himself reflected in his scholars," eto«^ Or, ''We maj see our 
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characters in the developed tempers of othecB."« (20) eyes of 
man, what Jno. calls the " lust of the eyes ; " oomp. £c. i. 8/ 

The hearts of men alike (v. 19). — ^I. Explain this assertion. It 
is taken for granted that there is a parity — 1. Of age ; 2. In 
character; 3. In condition. Taking the assertion of Solomon 
in this qualified sense, we proceed -to — ^11. Confirm it. 1. This 
similaril^ will be f onnd in all ; 2. Whilst in an unenlightened 
state ; 3. When awakened to a sense of their perishing condition ; 
4. When truly converted to the faith of Christ. Apply : — ^This 
subject is not one of curious speculation ; but of real use, of 
most important use — (1) For our humiliation ; (2) For our con- 
eolation ; (3) For our encouragement.' 

MaaCe thoughts. — There is much profound and important 
-wisdom in that Proverb of Solomon, where it is said, " The heart 
■ knoweth its own bitterness." It forms part of a truth still more 
comprehensive — ^that every man knoweth his own peculiar feel- 
ings, and difficulties, and trials, far better than he can get any of 
his neighbours to perceive them. It is natural to us all, that we 
should desire to engross to the uttermost the sympathy of others 
with what is most painful to the sensibilities of our own bosom, 
and with what is most aggravating in the hardships of our own 
situation. But, labour as we may, we cannot with every power 
of expression make an adequate conveyance of all our sensations 
and of all our circumstances into anoi^er understanding. There 
is something in the intimacy of a man's own experience which 
lie cannot imke to pass enture into the heart and mind, even of 
Ms most familiar companion ; and thus it is, that he is often 
defeated in his attempts to obtain a full and cordial possession of 
his sympathy. He does not reflect all the while, that with every 
liiunan being he addresses, there is an inner man, which forms a 
theatre of passions and of interests, as busy, as crowded, and as 
fitted as hifi own to engross the anxious and the exercised feel- 
ings of a heart which can alone understand its own bittemess, 
and lay a correct estimate on the burden of its own visitations. 
Every man we meet carries about with him, in the unperceived soli- 
tude of his bosom, a little world of his own ; and we are just as blind, 
and as insensible, and as dull, both of perception and of sympathy, 
about his engrossing objects, as he is about ours ; and, did we suffer 
this observation to have all its weight upon us,, it might serve to 
make us more candid and more considerate of others. It might 
serve to abate the monopolising spirit of our nature. It might 
serve to soften down all the malignity which comes out of those 
curious contemplations that we are apt to cast on the fancied 
ease and prosperity which are around us. It might serve to 
reconcile every man to his own lot, and dispose him to bear with 
thankfulness his own burden ; and, sure I am, if tiiiis train of 
sentiment were prosecuted with firmness, and calmness, and im- 
partiality, it would lead to the conclusion that each profession in 
life bas its own peculiar pains and its own besetting incon- 
veniences ; that, from the bottom of societ^y up to the golden 
pinnacle which blazons upon its summit, there is much in the 
shape of care and suffering to be found ; that, throughout all the 
conceivable varieties of human condition, there are trials which 
can neither be adequately told on the one side, nor fully under- 
sUyod. on the other ; that the ways of God to man are equal in 
this, as in every department of His administration ; and that, go 

b2 



d Men's cupidity 
is insatiable as 
the grave. 

e C. Simeon, MJL. 

"The heart most 
be made a temple 
to Godf wherein 
saorifioes do a&- 
oend : but that 
they may be ao- 
oepted it must be 
purged of idols, 
nothing left in 
any corner, 
though never so 
aeoret, to stir the 
jealousy of our 
God, who sees 
through aU. Oh, 
happy that heart 
that is, as Jacob's 
house, purged; in 
whioh no more 
idols are to be 
found, but the 
holy CkxL dwell- 
ing there alone 
as in His holy 
temple." — Leigh- 
ton. 

"Natozewithoat 
learning is like a 
blind man; learn- 
ing without na- 
ture is like the 
maimed; prac- 
tice without both 
these is incom- 
plete. Afi in agri- 
culture a good 
soil is flzBt sought 
for, then a skilful 
husbandman, 
and then good 
seed; in the same 
way nature cor- 
responds to the 
soil ; the teacher 
to the husband- 
man ; precepts 
and instruction 
to the seed." — 
Plutarch 
"Let not a man 
trust his victory 
over his nature 
too far; for na- 
ture will lie 
buried a great 
time, and yet re- 
vive upon the 
occasion or temp- 
tation,— like as it 
was with ^sop's 
damsel, turned 
from a cat to a 
woman, who sat 
very demurely at 
the board's end 
till a mouse ran 
before her. " — 
LordJkKon, 
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I to whateyer quarter of human experience we may, we shall find 
' how He has proTided enough to exercise the patience and to 

accomplish the poiposes of a wise and a salutary discipline npon 

all Hjg children/ 



fDr,Ckaimert. 

A "Or render, 
' Bat man accord- 
ing to hit glory- 
ing.' Le. one is 
judged according 
to the stan'lard 
of that of wh. be 
makes his boast." 
—O.ZiekUr. 

** Or, aooording 



pndae. Thus Tain 
men seek it; • 
weak men are in- 1 
Hated by it; wise 
men disn^psid 
IV—FausMeL 
b " Ererj fsmfly 
hsa one of these 
large stone mor- 
tars, and yon may 
hear the sound of 
the braying at all 
boors as you walk 
in the streets of 
the city.'*— 
J^om$on. 

e "An obstinate 
man does not 
hold opinions, 
thi^ hold him." 



« Economy is the 
parent erf inte- 
grity, of liberty, 
and of ease, 
and the beau- 
teous sinter of 
temperance, of 
cheerfulness, and 
health ; and pro- 
fusenesB is a 
cruel and crafty 
demon, that gra- 
dually inyolves 
her followers in 
dependence and 
debts ; that is, 
fetters them with 
' irons that enter 
tbdr souls.'"— 
Jlawkiworth, 

"I had rather see 
my courtiers 
laugh at my 
Avarice, than my 
people weep at 
my eztrava- 
gance." — LouU 
XJL 

a Whiteerou. 



21, 22. (21) SO . . praise, reader, *" so let a man be to his 
praise," t.^. ** let him pnriijr it from all the alloj of flatteiy and. 
baseness with wh. it is too probably mixed np.*'« (22) bray . . 
mortar, or ponnd him with a pestle in a mortar :* a most 
thorongh and efficient operation for wheat, and sach things. It 
is a figure of the seyerest afflictions and testings : and even sach 
are uwleas to the obstinate fooL' 

Braying i» a mortar, — ^An author, noticing this mode of 
punishment among the Turks, says, *' Some of the guards of thd 
tower, who suffered Prince 0>re^e to escape from prison, were 
impaled, and others were pounded, or beaten to pieces, in great 
mortars of iron, by order of the Turkish Goyemment." — Pound- 
ing in a mortar at a punishment. — ^Dr. Boothroyi says, on this 
passage, ^ That is, no coirection. howeyer seyere, will cure him." 
Lazge mortars are used in the East for the purpose of separating 
the rice from the husk. When a considerable quantity haa to ^ 
prepared, the mortar is placed outside the door ; and two women, 
each with a pestle of fiye feet long, begin the work. They strike 
in rotation, as blacksmiths do on the anyiL Gruel as it is, this is 
a punishment of the State ; the poor yictdm is thrust into the 
mortar, and b^iten with the i)estle. The late king of Eandy 
compelled one of the wiyes of Ids rebellious chiefs Sius to heat 
her own infant to death. Hence the saying, '* Though you beat 
that loose woman in a mortar, she will not leaye her wajsf' 
which means. Though you chastise her eyer so much, she will 
neyer improye. 

23, 24. (23) diUgent . . flocks, the farmer's eye needs to be 
on eyeiything eyery day. (24) riches . . ever, &ey can only 
be preseryed by constant care, and wise tending, the crown, 
of riches and prosperity. 

Saving in order to give. — ^Two persons who were employed in 
collecting money for some public charity, knocked at the door of 
a certain gentleman, intending to solicit his donation. TVhile 
waiting there, they oyerheard the master of the house seyerely 
reproying his seryant for the waste of a small piece of candle. 
Judging from this appearance of extreme parsimony, that he was 
a coyetous man, one of them proposed that they ^ould lose no 
more time in waiting there, but go on to another house ; the 
other person, howeyer. thought it best to stay. At length they 
were introduced, when the gentleman, haying read their case, 
immediately presented them with fiye g^nineas. The ooUectont. 
BO agreeably disappointed, could not conc^ their surprise ; which 
being obsenred by the donor, he desired to know why tiiey ex- 
presMd so much wonder at the gift. '* The reason, sir,*' said one 
of them, " is this ; we happen^ to hear you seyerely blaming 
your seryant for losing an inch of candle, and expected nothing 
from a x)er8on who, we feared, was so parsimonious.*' '* Gentle- 
men,*' replied he, " it is true I am yery exact in the economy of 
my affairs ; I cannot endure the waste of anything, however 
small its yalue ; and I do this, that I may saye out of a moderate 
income something to giye to God and religion.* 
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25 — 27. (25) hay, ete.,, the proyidential arrangements for the 
seasons is here presented as an incentive to diligence.' Prob. the 
idea is, " the hay disappeareth, and then the tender grass cometh." 
(26) the lambs, wh. give their wool. (27) goat's milk, more 
plentiful of old than milk of cows. 
^ Attention to thefioeks. — ^We arrived at (a) well ... at midnight, 
(in) a mountainous place, where the wat^ was good enough to 
drink. We were agreeably surprised to find the well, but much 
more so when we saw a few sheep round it. There never was a 
more welcome sight. . . . We proposed to purchase one, and eat 
it as soon as it ehould be half cooked. We approached, but the 
gnardian of the flock beat a forced march into the mountain, and 
drove the intended repast away from us. We began to think we 
conld not continue to be deprived of what we oould purchase, and 
sent some of our drivers to follow the flock, which they hastily 
did, as they were not less hungry than ourselves. . . . We reached 
the flock, and found that its guardians were two beautiful 
damsels of the desert. . . . Those poor girls had no other way to 
show themselves but at the well : tibat is the only place they have 
a chance to see or be seen. At last we purchased the sheep, and 
devoured it ; the nymphs watered their flocks, filled their sldns, 
and set off at daylight." ^ 



CHAPTER TEE TWENTY-EIGHTH. 

1. flee . . piirstieth, ** like one that absconds for debt, who 
thinks every one he meets a bailiff."' *' Conscience makes 
cowards of us alL" righteous, right-hearted, who have a 
'* conscienoe void of offence." bold as a lion,* the lion is 
g^enerally regarded as the type of boldness, perhaps through the 
contrast bet. his open attack and the cat-like crouching of the 
tiger. Travellers, such as Livingstone, dispute the claim of the 
lion to special boldness. " A man whose conscience is with him 
can dare the universe." 

Moral cowardice (v, 1). — ^This a fact that may be accounted 
for on moral grounds. Conscience is the tormentor of the bad 
man. I. Then the finest faculties of men may become terrible 
scourges. II. Then no dependence is to be placed on the wicked 
in the time of danger. III. Then the wicked are always making 
fools of themselves. lY. Then the wicked cannot bear the 
judgment of man ; how can they endure the vengeance of God ? 
V. Then man may come to be regarded as the enemy of man.' 

A. thoughtless young lady. — A minister once called to converse 
•with a family on the subject of religion. A gay young lady 
perceiving him, withdrew through the back door to the house 
of a neighbour, saying, as she ran, " He shall not get me this 
time." The minister came in disappointed. He bethought 
Mmself, however, of a method of reaching the fugitive, and, 
picking up a Bible, turned down a leaf at that passage, " The 
■wicked flee when no man pursueth," and requested her mother 
to hand it to her when she should return. She returned in 
trinmphant glee after the preacher had left the house, joyous in 
her thoughtlessness, when her mother showed her the passage. 
She looked at it ; her countenance fell. The thought struck 
her that she could not flee from God, from whose searching eye, 



a " God's bounty 
is a great en- 
couragement to 
our industry." — 
Latoson. 



"It is no small 
commendation 
to manage a 
little weU. He is 
a good waggoner 
that can turn in 
a little room. To 
live well in abun- 
dance is the 
praise of the 
estate, not of the 
person. I will 
study more how 
to give a good 
account of my 
little, than how 
to make it more." 
—Bishop BaU. 

bBdzonU 



a Mat. Henry. 

Ge. iil 9, 10. 

A guilty con- 
science needs no 
accuser. 

" Suspicion al- 
ways haunts the 
giuLltymind; the 
thief doth fear 
each bush an 
officer." — iS^Oifce- 
tpeart. 

h Comp. Pa. 
xxvii, 1—3; Ac. 
iv. 13 ; Ro. i 15, 
16. 

c Dr. Parker. 

"Whose auger 
should he fear 
who knows that 
God is propitious 
to him ? that su- 
preme King, the 
light of whose 
countenance is 
life, and who, by 
one smile, dis- 
perses the darkest 
cloud, and calms 
the most turbu- 
lent tempest." — 
Abp. Leighton. 

V. 1. Dr. J. Scott, 
iii. 99 ; P. Lloyd, 
69; J. Jiees, 267; 
Dr. W. Jones, 1; 
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F. Wdtb.i. 108 : 
/.CarnofUfLlSS; 
/. G. DowlingyAli ; 
iLir.2MMte,fi9. 

dE,T.8, 



a^nitts. forcibly 
in the later his- 
tory of Borne ; at 
in the troabloos 
times of France. 
See also the rapid 
succession of 
sovereigns in the 
idolatrous king- 
dom of IsraeL 

"^ There are few 
mtional gofvem- 
inents so bad thsl 
they may not 
better be lii»- 
proved than re- 
moved. 

Thomson dtes an 
Arabic proverb, 
« May Allah mul- 
tiply your 
sheikhs!" as em- 
bodying in its 
intense maledic- 
tion a constant 
Oriental experi- 
ence of feacful 
calamity. 

c Dr, Cheev&f,] 



a <* There hacve 
been men in aQ 
ages who have 
had the manly 
honesty to stand 
up t^^ainst the 
ludlowness and 
the corruptions 
of their age."— 
Ikiv. Thomas, DJD. 
b l^k. Com. 
**Wickedness 
oarrupts a man's 
reasonings, gives 
him false prin- 
ciples, and evil 
measuring of 
tbinga."— Bishop 
Taylor. 

Ps. Ixxxii. S ; Je; 
iv. 22; 1 Co. iL 
14, 15 ; Bph. iv. 
18; Ps. XXV. 9; 
Jno.vii.l7;lJno. 
iL 20, 27. 
e C. Simeon, MJL. 
*'Bead not much 
at a time ; but 
meditate as much 
as your time, and 
capacity, and dis- 
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not the remoteiErtf distance, nor the deepest darkness, could hide 
her. Deep conviction snooeeded to serioos reflection. She no^r 
sought the minister, and with weeping eyes made her apology to 
him, whidi was rather an hxonble confessiDn than an apology. 
" MaJce yonr confession to God," said the pastor. <' Who am I? 
Ton have given me neither offence nor injnry. But yon have 
greatly uijured God and offended yoccr Saviour, and to Him you 
must go."' 

2. 3. (2) transgression, here distinctly rebellion, revolt 
agamst tjie settled government, many are the pxinoes, 
th^re is constant chuige of offidalB and dynasty, and so the 
resdessnesB and insecurity of the nation.' a man, better in the 
plural, m«9», with reference to the wise effort of the people to 
preserve and to improve the existing orders prolonged, or 
maintained. This is the trae and wise conservatism. Establidi 
Older and government by wisely adjusting it, and making ife 
every way ^cient and sirtisfactory. (3) poor, etc., it is still as 
true as ever that the greatest oppressors of the i)oor are the poor 
themselves, no food, bee. it washes out of the ground the 
seed-oom, 

A poor Ttum^s worst oppressor (v, 3). — Another poor man. I 
Who hastens to be ridfi. 11. Who, being in office, tyrannises 
over fellow-servants. III. Who betrays his friends, or turns 
king's evidence. IV. Such conduct is unnatural. Who may be 
expected with the poor so much as others of the poor who know, 
by their own experience, the wants and sorrows of jwverty ? V. 
Though unnatural, it has often been noted : negro slave-driveis 
the most unmerciful ; see also Ex. ii. 13. Ziba souglit the injmy 
of Mephiboeheth — Jikdas betrayed Jesus. 

Oood exa/mple of a king, — A heathen king, who had been for 
years confirmed in the sin of drunkenness, by the evil praetiees ijl 
white men on the Sandwich Islands, had been led to forsake the 
dreadful habit. He said, lately, to a missionary, ** Su|qpose you 
put four thousand dollars in one hand, and a glass of mm in the 
other, you say. You drink this rum I give you four thonsand 
doUans I no drink it; you say you kill me, I no drink it."' 

4, 5. (4) praise the wicked, i,e, when he seems to be sno- 
ceasful. They who disregard the law do not estimate actions by 
their rightness, or their motives. Special reference here seoos 
to be to the successfid but unrighteous ruler, contend with 
them, refusing to praise successful villany." (5) understand 
not judgement, i.e. their faculty for distinguishing between 
good and evil is darkened. "We lose ethical discernment in 
proportion as we do evil."* Great moral principles are hidden 
from those who- live under the influence of sin. 

Effects of piety cmd impiety m the world (v, 4). — L Of imcpiefy. 
Such declare— 1. That obedience to God's law is unneoessazy : 
2. That not even the Gospel itself entails any obligation upon 
us ; 3. That the way of wickedness is preferable as it respects 
this present world ; 4. That no evil is to be apprehended from it in 
the world to come. II. Of piety. Such a man will contend 
with the other — 1. By the silent testimony of his life : 2. By 
the open avowal of his sentiments. Learn-— (1) How much gnih 
attaches to us all ; (2) What a pre-eminent measure of guilt k 
contracted by a backsliding professor ; (3) What an moentne 
we have to cultivate piei^y in tiie highest degree.* 
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Qod^g ehoieefar tu is bett. — Gtod best knows what will do ns 
good or hurt, and therefore we should refer it to Him to dispose 
of us aooocding to His own pleasoie. We should not want, if 
God saw it better for us to abound : for He is no niggard of His 
blessingB, but is good, and doth good. It is not meet that man 
should hare the disposal of himself, or that God should accommo- 
date His px^Tidence to onr carnal interest. Ho ; God's will must 
always precede, and ours follow. We must bring our hearts 
thoronghlj to yield to what God appointeth. How unmeet 
judges are flesh and blood of what condition is fit for ns 1 We 
woi^ be fed only with delicacies of prospeiify and pleasure ; but 
it is for our profit that we should be ohastened, that we should 
be partakeia of His holine8&<^ 

6, 7. (6) better, etc.j comp. ch. xix. 1. perverse, etc., lit. 
'* than one who is crooked in the two ways," or " in a double 
way."' be rioli, since riches can never mi2ke up for the lack of 
integrily. (7) tJie law, here |arob. with specdal ref. to wise 
self-restraints and moral purity, as indicated in next clause, 
companion, etc,, lit. ** one who feeds gluttons ;" * the profligate 
or waster (ch. zziii. 21). sliametli, c^. zxv. 8/ 

The odmThtage of uprightnesg (v. 6). — It makes the poor who 
lias it better than the ridi who lacks it. I. In himself — ^heart, 
conscience, hopes. 11. In the respect of other men — contempo- 
raries, posterity. III. In the judgment of God. lY. In the 
great hereafter. 

The honest Ostiak. — ^A Bnssian was travelling from Tobolsk to 
Beresow. On the road he stopped one night at the hut of an 
Ostiak. In the morning, on continuing his journey, he dis- 
covered that he had lost his purse, containing about one hun- 
dred roables. The son of the Ostiak found the purse, while out 
A-hnnting, but instead of tsJdng it up, went and told his father ; 
w^ho was equally unwilling to touch it, and ordered his son to 
cover it with some bushea A few months after this, the 
Knssiaa returned, and stopped at the same hut, but the Oistiak 
did not recognise him. He related the loss he had met with. 
The Ostiak listened very attentively, and when he had finished, 
*^ Ton are welcome," said he ; here is my son, who will show you 
the spot where it lies ; no hand hastoudied it but the one wMoh 
covered it over, that you might recover what you have lost."<( 

8, 9. (8) nsnr7..gain, or "gain by usury," the term 
including all overreaching and fraudulent efforts to get gain.<> 
;Exce8Bive interest, for him . . poor, bee. in the long run (xod's 
providence will surely direct the proper use of wealtii,* ch. xiii. 
22. (9) tnmeth. . . ear, wilfully resisting instruction and 
refusing obedience.' Here especially defying social and moral 
roles, nis prayer, that offered as religious formality,'' or that 
pressed out from him in the time of his distress. 

The prayer of the lawless (v, 9). — I. It is remarkable that 
lawless men do sometimes pray ; pirate of Sicily known to have 
been punctual in attendance on confession, ete. II. But their 
prayer an abomination — 1. To self : irksome, disturbing to their 
owJL conscience ; 2. To other men : who despise liieir hypocrisy ; 
S, To God : the prayer of the wicked an abomination. 

Hare self-demaL-rl once went to a friend, says Mr. Cecil, for 
the express purpose of calling him out into the world. I said to 



position will gira 
you leave ; ever 
remembering 
that little read- 
ing and much 
thinking, little 
speaking and 
much hearing, 
frequent and 
short prayers and 
great derotion, is 
the best way to bo 
wise, to be holy, 
to be devoat,'* — 
Taylor. 
dDr.T.Manion. 

a " One who un* 
skilfully and 
waywardly passes 
from one way to 
another, one who, 
with divided 
heart, stands 
midway between 
the right path 
and the by-path 
of immoralily." — 
0. ZOdOer. 
b The carousing, 
self-indulgent, 
extravagant 
spendthrift. 
e Heb. edlarHf 
used only in these 
two passages in 
the Prov. Pro- 
perly to tffOUHd, 
then rqproachf lu' 
suit. 

** He that keeps a 
rakish company, 
and spends his 
time and money 
with them, not 
only grieves his 
parents, but 
shames them, it 
turns to their dis- 
repute, as if they 
had not done 
their duty by 
him." — Matthew 
Henry, 
d Dr. Cheeoer. 

a"OrientalB, 
ancient and mo- 
dem, have a pe- 
culiarly deep and 
painful experi- 
ence of the enor- 
mities of usury." 
—O. ZOckUr. 
h "The law of 
God's govern- 
ment is that ill- 
gotten gains do 
hot prosper; that 
after a time they 
pass into hands 
that know how 
to use theni 
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better."— -»/>*. 
Com. 

e Ft. XT. 8, xxt 
37, Ixvi 18 ; Jna 
Iv. 24. 

d ** Many an im- 
moral man is de- 
Toat after his 
fashion. There 
is often found in 
men who outrage 
every prindple of 
morality a cer- 
tain sentiment of 
devotion, so that 
they pray and 
sing. " — David 
Thomas, D.D. 
€ R, T. 8, 

a Its rninons 
consequences to 
which the temp- 
ter is finally 
brought. 

Be.ii.l4. 

"A good Inten- 
tion will' no more 
make a truth, 
than a fair mark 
will make a good 
shoot." — Spur- 
stotoe. 

" A man who is 
always forget- 
ting his best in- 
tentions, may be 
said to be a 
thoroughfare of 
good resolu- 
tions." — Mrs. 
Jameson, 

"No man is rich 
whose expendi- 
ture exceeds his 
means ; and no 
one is poor whose 
incomings exceed 
his outgoings." — 
Haliburton. 

h Whitecross. 

a "Wealth has a 
tendency to make 
the weak-minded ' 
and self-indul- 
gent opiniated 
and oracular. 
They imagine 
their mental 
tastes more re- 
fined, their 
thoughts more 
elevated, their in- 
telligence more 
dear and com- 
prehensive than 



him, " It is your duty to accept the loan of ten thousand pounds 
and to push yourself forward into an ampler sphere.*' But he 
was a rare character, and his case was rare. His employers had 
said, ** We are ashamed you should remain so long a servant in 
our house, with the whole weight of affairs upon you. We wish 
you to enter as a principal with us, and will advance you ten 
thousand pounds. It is the custom of the city ; it is your due ; 
we are dissatisfied to see you in your present sphere.'* I assured 
him that it appeared to me to be his duty to accede to the pro- 
posal. But I did not prevail. He said, " Sir, I have often heard 
from you that it is no easy thing to get to heaven. I have often 
heard firom you that it is no easy thing to master the world. 
I have everything I wish. More would encumber, increase my 
difficulties, and endanger me."' 

10. caiiseth . . way,** i.e. acteth the tempter. Braws the 
righteous into the enticements of sensuality and moral eviL 
Some bad men make special attack upon those who are pioos, 
thinking to boast in their triumph over such, own pit, his 
attempts to destroy the righteous will lead him further and 
deeper into sin, with all its consequences, in possession, i.e, 
preserved to them through the temptation. God will defend His 
own who put their trust in Him. They shall *' stand in the 
evil day." 

Good things in possession (v. 10). — I. Who is the possesBorf 
The righteous, that is — 1. The man who tries to do right ; 2. 
And trusts for Divine acceptance in the* righteousness of Christ. 
II. What are the good things in possession? 1. A conscience 
at peace ; 2. Approval of men ; 3. Favour of Grod ; 4. A good 
hope through grace. 

Ovght and would. — At a periodical meeting of those, gfeneraUj 
in humble rank, who are employed in reading the Scriptures to 
the people in Ireland, a question was proposed to a simple, 
unlearned man, who manifested great love to the sacred book, to 
this effect : — " If you were threatened witJi persecution and suf- 
fering for retaining your Bible, would you give it up ? " A pause 
ensued, and the question was repeated, with a demand for a reply. 
" Please your reverence," said the poor man, " and with sub- 
mission, I think that question is not rightly put." "How so? 
In what way would you have it expressed ?" " Why then, sir, 
and begging your reverence's pardon, I think you ehould ask me* 
if I was threatened such things for keeping my Bible, ought I 
to give it up ? For, sir, how do I kndw what I would do if I was 
tempted ?" * 

11, 12. (11) wise . . conceit, comp* ch. xrvi. 16. The ac- 
quisition of riches usually nourishes a peculiar self-oonfidenoe. 
Men are apt to think the skill to get money a proof of extra- 
ordinary wisdom." searcheth him, tests whether his wisdom 
is true or counterfeit.* (12) do rejoice, the idea rather is, 
when they are set in positions of authority and influence ; when 
righteousness (not riches) is honoured, great glory, t.e, there 
is cause for public glorsring and rejoicing. Men have no occasion 
to hide their joy. wicked rise, into power, hidden,* or hides 
himself, feels he has nothing tK> glory in : even needs to hide 
himself for fear of the malice that may hunt out the good. 

Advantages of t?i€ rich and poor compared (v, 11). — ^I. The poor 
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have really the advantage of the rich in reference to Bivine 
knowledge. 1. They had the advantage in the days of old ; 2. 
They have also the advantage at this cUiy. II. Account for this 
fact. 1. The rich are more blinded by prejudice ; 2. More en- 
slaved by custom ; 3. More deluded by conceit. Learn : — (1) 
Envy not those who are rich in this world ; (2) Seek to be rich 
towards God.'' 

Force of example. — It is said that upon the Eddystone light- 
house there is inscribed " To give light, and to save life." It is 
related that, upon one occasion, the wreckers near that coast 
determined that they would have a night of spoil, and would 
entice the passing vessels on the shoals and rooks that abound 
there. One obstacle, however, stood in their way, and only one, 
and that was, that amidst the darkness of the night, there would 
be the light on the top of the lighthouse, as a beacon and a 
mark by which the mariners directed their course along an 
otherwise trackless deep. To remove that light, therefore, was 
the great object of the wreckers. How was it to be done ? They 
determined to go in force, and lay violent hands on the keeper. 
They went, and took both the keeper and his wife away, and 
rejoiced in the thought of the booty which they would secure on 
the coming morning from the wrecks of such hapless vessels as 
might come ac^ore in the midnight gloom. There was the light- 
house, as they thought, deserted ; but as the dusk drew on, and 
the darkness of night was falling, two little children of the 
keeper, who had been left behind, finding that there was no Kght 
above, knowing the use of that beacon, and guided by the daily 
example of their father, climbed the ladder, until they reached 
the topmost story, lit the lamp, and that night there were no 
wrecks upon the coast. It formed no part of the business of 
those children to light the lamp ; they were not paid by the 
Government for doing it ; they might have pleaded incapacity, 
they might have trembled to attempt it, but they did not ; they 
had seen their father regularly perform the duty, and, in his 
absence, they did it for him. 

13, 14. (13) covereth, tries to hide fr. himself, fr. others, 
and fr. God." Sin may be covered up by denying it, extenuating 
it, ajid forgetting it. not prosper, in the effort to cover sin. 
" Be sure your sin will find you out. Hushing up sin does but 
increase a man's misery.* confesseth, 1 Jno. i. 8 — 10. for- 
salsietli, wh. gives the proof of the sincerity of the repentance. 
The truly penitent strive not to fall into sin after conf ession.^' 
(14) feareth, not merely dreads, but cherishes a reverent fear^ 
of grievine G^ True fear is loving awe, sensitiveness to evil, 
liardeneui, etc., resisting the softenings and humblings of the 
near thought of God. 

Sin covered and sin confessed (v. 13). — I. The guilt of those 
-who cover their sins, and the misery that awaits them. Men 
hide their sins — from God, from fellow-men, from themselves. 
II. The prudence of those who confess and forsake sin, and the 
happiness awarded. Two ways are indicated by which we may 
avoid the misery of those who cover their sins— confession and i 
forsaking. Confession is necessary ; God demands it. It must 
be universal, contrite. Sin must he forsaken. This is the touch- 
stone of sincerity.* — The henefit of fearing always (v. 14). — I. 
I shall describe the fear here recommended. II. I would ^ow 



those of other 
men. Hence they 
speak with an air 
of authority."— 
Dav. ThoftuUiDJ), 

»" Wealth blunts, 
poverty sharpens, 
the critical power 
of inteUect." — 
/S|pit. Com, 

e " When the un- 
godly reign, It is 
the ruin of men." 
-VulgaU Version, 

"When power is 
In the hands of 
the base, good 
men retiro from 
public affairs."— 
Wordsworth. 

lELxyiiL4; Es. 
viii 16—17. 

tv. 11, 12. Dr. T, 
Hunt, Obs, 131— 
133. 

d C. Simeon, MJL, 

"Nature is ava- 
riciously frugal: 
in matter it al- 
lows no atom to 
elude its grasp; 
in mind no 
thought or feel- 
ing to perish. It 
gathers up the 
fragments that 
nothing be lost.'* 
—Dr. Thomas. 



a Pfl. xxxii. 8—5. 

b " While the pa- 
tient conceals his 
distemper he can- 
not expect 8 
our e." — Afa t. 
Henry. 



"To ooTcr the 
sin which lies on 
the conscience 
with a layer of 
earnest efforts to 
do right will not 
take the sin 
away ; the under- 
lying sin will as- 
dmilate all the 
dead works that 
may be heaped 
upon it, and the 
result will be a 
greater mass of 
sin."— 2)r. Amot. 

c"0 Saviour I our 
breasts are too 
oft shut upon 



266 



PROVERBS. 



[Cap. ZZVlll 15, la 



Thee; Thy bosom 
is erer open to 
na."— jB]p. Htau 

<f 3 Ga T. U; 

FhLii.13. 

'^OneofthegnKl 
ends of religion 
is to keep man in 
constant depend- 
ence upon GkxL" 
—Bp. WUson, 

He that Uves 
without fear 
shall die without 
h<ype. 

9, 13. R, Qreeur 
ham,Zi9\ A. Far^ 
rindon, m. S3S; 
Abp. BrwnkaUy r. 
146; Bp. SherU 
dan^ L 36; Ahp. 
Taiotmm, ix. 66; 
K Waple, ii. Ill ; 
J)r.M.Jloie,L81; 
Abp. Sharpy T. 
146, Til. 113, etc. 

V. 14. /. GUberty 
S3i;T.Bost<myiii. 
A ; Dr. 8. JohnaoUy 
i. 49; Dr. N. Lard- 
M«r, Z.294. 

« ff. Chatdain, 

fDr.Lardnar, 



a Pi. viL 3, xrlL 
12. 



b "Let 
world 
and sad 
Sovem 
tion of 
eye."- 

"One who is poor 
in discernments." 
—0. Zikkler. 

"Kin^ might be 
much happier in 
the Arnrf^ of their 
subjects than in 
their nedu or 
■estates.** — Mat. 
Henry. 

V. 16. Dr. T. Sunt, 
0&«. 137. 

*I thank the 
gods, no secret 
thoughts re- 
proach me. No ; 
I dare challenge 
heaven to turn 
me outward, and 
shake my soul 



not the 
see fear 
mistrust I 
the mo- 
a kingly 
Shake- 



the liappineea of him who feareth always. III. I shall endeaTonr 
to show how this fear condnces to a man*8 happiness. IT. 
Mention some remarks and observations on this sabject-^ 

HenUt of MndneM. — ^A serrant of the Berr. Bowland HiH 
saddenly ^ed, and his master preached his fnneral sermon to a 
nnmerons andience, in the oonrse of which he mentioned the 
following anecdote : Many persons present were acquainted with 
the dec^uwdf and have had it in their power to observe his 
character and condact. They can bear witness that I speak the 
tmth when I assert that he has proved himself a perfectly 
sober, honest, indostrions, and religions man, faithfully per* 
forming, as far as lay in his power, tihe^ duties of his sta^on in 
life, ai^ serving God with constancy and zeal ; yet this very 
man, this virtuous and pious man, was once a robber <m the 
highway. More than tMrty years ago he stopped me on the 
high-road and demanded my money. Not at all intimidated, I 
argued with him. I asked him what could induce him to 
pursue so iniquitous a course of life. ^ I have be«i a coadi* 
man, sir,'* said he, ^ but am now out of {dace, and not being 
able to get a character, can g^t no emplojrment^ and am there- 
fore obliged to resort to this means of gaining a subsistenoe.*' 
I desired him to call upon me ; he promimd he would, and k^ 
his word. I talked further with hhn, and offered to take him 
into my service. He consented, and ever since that period he 
has served me faithfully, and not me only, but he has failAifally 
served God. And instead of having finished his life in a paUic 
ignominious manner, with a depraved and hardened Tnind, as he 
probably soon would have done, he has died in peace, r^ieing 
in hope, and prepared, we trust, for the society of just men made 
perfect. 

16, 16. (15) roaxing lion, who frightens the beasts, and bo 
prepares them to become his easy prey, ranging bear, some 
prefer ravening, in allusion to the " bloodthirstiness " of this 
beast ; but there may be reference to the roaming and stealthy 
habits. These beasts represent the wicked ruler who oppresses 
the poor people." (16) wantetli understanding, a king who 
is weaJc is practically as mischievous as one who is wicked.* 
oovetonsness, regarded here as the real root of kingly oppses- 
sions. 

A wicked ruler (v. 16). — ^I. His character is delineated by a 
graphic comparison. 1. Bearing lion — ^hungry, terrible ; 2. 
Banging bear — ^prowling about stealthily in seardi of prey. IL 
His victims : the poor, timid, defenceless, m. May be illus- 
trated at this day by the rulers of barbarous countries—Turkey, 
Egypt, Burmah, etc., where the poor are helplesslj oppressed. 
IV. Bejoice in liiat King under whose rule the poor, oppresBed, 
orphan, widow, may trust. 

Palisiv and the king. — There is a most memorable instance, 
illustrating bol^ the weakaess of yielding and the nobleness of 
holding fast to one's convictions, in the visit of Henry IIL of 
France to Bernard de Palissy in the dungeons of the Bastfle. 
The king desired to give the celebrated potter his liberty, askxDg, 
OB the price of his pardon, the easy condition of giving up las 
^otestant faith. " My worthy friend," said the monarch, **xon 
have now been forty-five years in the service oh my mother and 
myself ; we have suffered you to retain your religion amidafc fite 
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and slaughter: I am now so pressed by tiie Guises and my people, 
tliat I &id myself compelled to deliver yon into the hands of 
your enemies, and to^moirow yon will be burnt unless you are 
converted." " Sire," answered the old man, ** I am ready to give 
up the remainder of my life for the honour of God. You have 
told me several times that you pity me, and now in my turn 
I pity yon, who use the words, *I am compelled.* It was not 
spob^ like a Mng, sire ; and they are words which neither you, 
nor the Guises, nor the people, ehall ever make me utter. Sire, I 
can die." By continually yielding, the monarch had become a 
slave ; by continually acting up to his convictions, the potter had 
become more than a king.* 

17, 18. (17) violence, ete., taketh the life; oommltteth 
murder.'* llie idea is that one who keeps the guilt of blood on 
his conscience is simply hurrying on his own destruction, flee, 
seeking some refuge, pit, em)}lem of destruction, stay him, 
or izy to save him.* (18) uprightly, note th^ fig. in thiB word. 
His course of life is sloaight, without a hend in it. saved, 
better, safe, perverse . . ways, better, ** He that walks per- 
versely in two ways, wiH fall in one of the two." « Gomp. v, 6. 
The evil of vaciUation is here reproved.' 

The mvrderer^s doom (v. 17). — ^I. His crime : murder by what- 
ever means. II. His course : having been guilty of so great a 
crime, he hurries on with hard heart to des^ction. Often 
his anxious efforts to conceal his crime lead to its detection. 
III. His isolation r he has no sympathy, no help ; all friends 
even look upon him with horror. 

TTie little murderer. — Two boys in a southern city, named 
Augfustus and Eugene, were playing top. They had but one 
top, which they spun alternately. At first they played very 
pleasantly, but soon became angry and beg^an to speak unkindly. 
Eagrene said, '^ It is my turn to whirl the top." *' ITo, it is not ; 
it is mine," said Augustus. They grew very angry about it. 
Aug^iBtas at length said to Eugene, ^* Tou lie I '* Ecgene struck 
him. Augustus struck back again. They seized ea(& other in a 
great rage ; and in the scuf&e Eugene took a long, Gliaip knife 
from his pocket, and stabbed Aug^ustus so that he died in a few 
moments. Augpostus lost his life and Eugene became a muzdcucer, 
merely to decide whose torn it was to spin a top ! ' 

19, 20. (19) tilleth, ete,^ see ch. zii. 11. poverty enongrh, 
or is surfeited with poverty. Contrast with '* plenty of bxead." 
C20> faithfal,' one who must do right though he keeps poor. 
tuistes to be rloh,^ so does not stop to consider the means he 
uses. Ixmooent^^i.^. treated as innocent bee. he happens to have 
saoceeded. 

TTis portion cf the faithful man (v. 20). — I. "Who are they who 
ans^nrer to the description here given us ? 1. They are faithful to 
their convictions in things relating to God ; 2. To their engage- 
ments in things relating to man. II. What are the peculiar 
blessingB reserved for them ? 1. The approbation of God ; 2. 
The testimony of a good conscience ; 3. A blessed hope of im- 
mortalitr^ and glory. See then — (1) What is the proper scope 
And tendency <d the Gofspel ; (2) What bitter self-condemnation 
^vaits the impenitent and unbelieving sotd.' 

Unfaithful, — It was the motto of the great commander in war, 



qaite empty In, 
their sight. A 
general fierceness 
dwells with inno- 
cence, and con' 
scions Tirtue is 
allow'd some 
pride."— Z)ry<fefi» 

e JTorie. 



a Gte. Ix. 6; Bz. 
xzl. 14. 

A man ladea 
with the blood of 
asooL 

» "By the con- 
viction and exe- 
cution of a muT' 
derer humanity 
is not extin- 
guished, but en- 
larged; it is in- 
diyidual compas- 
sion overcome by 
a regard to the 
general good."-— 
FvXUr. 

e Wordtuorih, 

Jaa. L 8. 

(2 "Ab vacillation 
rises out of want 
of the one gniid' 
ing principle of 
right, it is con- 
trasted with the 
straightforward- 
ness of the man 
that *wa]keth 
uprightly.'"— 
Spk. Com. 

e Dr, Chuner. 

a Fr. XX. 6 ; 2 Ei. 
xii 16, xxli. 7. 
ft " Seek not proud 
riches, but such 
as thou mayest 
get justly, use so- 
berly, distribute 
cheerfully, and 
leave contented- 
ly." — LordBacon. 
"I will study 
more how to give 
account of my 
little, than how 
to make it more.'* 
—Bp. ffall. 
What is ill-gotten 
is commonly ill- 
spent. 
V. 20. W. BerrU- 
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man, t 37S; P- 
a. Maty, fi7; /. 
Ro*e^ 49. 

c C. Simeon^ U.A. 
" When men's in- 
tents are wicked, 
their guilt haunts 
them, but when 
t h e y'r e just, 
they're arm'd, 
and nothing 
daunts them." — 
Middleton. 

d Caryl. 



a "The concrete 
designation of a 
trifla, a very 
slight Talue or 
advantage of any 
8orb."-a ZSckler. 

"Those that are 
partial must be 
paltry. Those 
that hare once 
broken through 
the bonds of 
equity, though, 
at first it must 
be some g^eat 
bribe, some noble 
present, that 
would bias them, 
yet, when they 
have debauched 
their consciences, 
they will, at 
length, be so 
sordid that for a 
piece qf bread 
they will give 
judgment 
against their 
consciences." — 
Mat. Henry. 

vv. 21, 22. Dr. T. 
Hunt, 131, 132. 

" Alexander once 
said to a poltroon, 
•who bore but dis- 
graced his name, 
* Either change 
thy name or 
change thy ways.' 
So Christ says to 
every one of His 
inconsistent fol- 
lowers." — John 
Bate. 



a *'He that cries 
out against his 
surgeon for hurt- 
ing him when he 
is searching, his 
wound, will yet 
pay him well, and 
thank him too, 



to show the facility of his conquests over sizongest places and 
opponents, " I came, I saw, I overcame ; " that is, I overcame as 
soon as I could come and see : but many will have cause sadly to 
take up this motto, " We came, we saw, we were overcome ; " 
that is, we no sooner came and saw, but we were overcome, we 
were presently foiled at the eye. This will be the drunkard's 
complaint at last, yea, when it will be too late, — I came, I saw 
the wine, and was not only overcome to drink, but overcome by 
drinking. This will be the covetous man's complaint, — ^I came 
and saw the gold, the goodly glitter of worldly shows, and was 
overcome. This will he the adulterer's complaint, — ^I looked and 
lusted, and was overcome.'' 

21, 22. (21) respect of persons, here, not the fault of 
judges, but the way in which the poor too often flatter and toady 
the rich, for . . bread," in order to get it a man will be willing 
to do any wrong for his patron. (22) evil eye, that envies the 
gains and prosperities of others, considereth . . him, '*' He 
does not see that that very temper of grudging, carking care is 
leading him to poverty. 

Sycophancy (v. 21). — ^I. The evil here to be noted — " respect of 
persons." Mark — ^not character, offices, but persons ; to whom 
respect of various kinds is paid, for — 1. Beauty ; 2. Wealth ; 3. 
Birth, etc. II. Why this is an evil — " It is not good " — 1. For 
the person who is unwisely respected — fills him with conceit, 
pride ; does him harm mentally, morally, etc.; 2. For the re- 
specter of persons nurses sycophancy, betrays a servile spirit, 
secures the contempt of the right-minded, often of the person to 
whom the respect is paid. 

Bishop Porteus. — George the Fourth, when Prince of Wales, 
appointed a grand military review to be held on the Sabbath day. 
The pious and venerable Bishop Porteus, then Bishop of London, 
heard of it, and though confined to his habitation by that illness 
which issued in his death five days after, yet he hastened to the 
palace, and sought an interview with the prince. Feeble and 
almost voiceless, he entered the royal apartment, supported by 
two attendants. The scene was very affecting. Witib. the ten- 
derness of a father, and with the earnestness of one expecting to 
appear before the King of kings, he represented the e-nl and sin 
of desecrating Grod*s holy day, and urged upon the prince the 
consideration of the bad effects which l2ie example of one in his 
exalted station would have upon the present and eternal destinies 
of millions. The good bishop closed with the expression of his 
regret that his infirmities did not permit him to advance and 
give his last blessing to the heir of England's throne. The prince, 
much affected, fell on his knees, while the venerable man of 
God implored the blessing of heaven on his Royal Highness. 
rejoicing that the last act of his failing strength could tiius be 
exerted in attempting to stop the progress of Sabbath desecration. 

23, 24. (23) rebuketh, pointing out his fault. He may be 
disliked at first, but by-and-by he will be recognised as the true^ 
friend.* flattereth, etc.^ and glosses over faulte in order to 
keep in favour. (24) robbeth . . mother, conip. Mat xv. 5, 6, 
and Pr. xix. 26.^ companion, etc.^ stands on the same footiajr- 
For •' what wickedness will he scruple to commit who will rob 
his own parente ?"« 
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Fnfilial dUhonesty (v. 24). — ^This crime is committed — I. 
Under the idea that there is immunity from punishment. A 
parent does not like to punish by force of law. II. Under the 
impression that there is less of dishonesty than in robbing a 
stranger. Folly of regarding all in a house as common property, 
m. TMs is the worst form of dishonesty. There is so much of 
ingrratitude in it. lY. Petty pilfering at home the first step in a 
di^onest life. Y. He who robs his parents will be sure to rob 
God. VI. Many rob the heavenly who would not rob the earthly 
father. 

Tact in reproving. — A general who was in early life much 
addicted to profane oaths, dates his reformation from a memo- 
rable check he received from a Scottish clergyman. When he 
was a lieutenant, and stationed at Newcastle, he got involved in 
a brawl with some of the lowest class in the public street, and 
the altercation was carried on by both parties with abundance of 
impious language. The clergyman, passing by, was shocked 
with the profanity, and stepping into the crowd with his cane 
nplifted, thus addressed one of the leaders of the rabble : — '' Oh, 
John, John ! what is this I hear ? You, only a poor collier boy, 
and swearing like any lord in all the land. Oh, John ! have you 
no fear of what will become of you ? It may do very well for 
this gallant gentleman (pointing to the lieutenant) to bang and 
swear as he pleases ; but you — ^but you, John I it is not for you, 
or the like of you, to take in vain the name of Him in whom ye 
live and have your being." Then turning to the lieutenant, he 
continued, '* Yell excuse the poor man, sir, for swearing ; he is 
an ignorant body, and kens no better." The young officer slunk 
away in confusion, unable to make any reply. Next day he made 
it his business to wait on the minister, and tanked him sincerely 
for his well-timed reproof, and has ever since been an example of 
the strictest purity of language.^' 

26, 26. (25) proud,* better covetous; the man of large 
cupicUty, who is avaricious and insatiable. Big with selfish 
ambitions, made fat, or prospered and blessed.^ (26) own 
heart, here, his mere impulses, wisely, i.e. carefully, con- 
siderately;' but with reference to previous verse, lookmg for 
grace from God. 

Self-eanjidence reproved (v. 26). — I. What is the conduct here 
reprobated? Such a man — 1. Relies on his own wisdom and 
understanding ; 2. On his own purposes and resolutions. II. 
The folly of it. 1. It robs us of the benefit we might derive 
from trusting in QcA ; 2. It ensures beyond all doubt our ulti- 
mate disapjraintment ; 3. It will keep us from discovering our 
error till it is past a remedy. See, then, from hence — (1) How 
desirable iteelf is knowledge ; (2) How necessary is the knowledge 
of Christ.'* 

A little girl. — A little girl was passing by a garden in which 
were some very pretty flowers. She wished much to have some 
of them ; she could have put her hand between the rails, and 
have taken them, and perhaps nobody would have seen her. 
But she knew this would have been very wicked ; it would be 
stealing^. So, after thinking a little while, she resolved what she 
would do. Kie went to the mistress of the garden, and asked her 
very prettily to give her some of those nice flowers. The mistress 
told her slie had done right not to take them, and then showed 



when he has 
cared it."— i/a/. 
Henry. 

b "Such, though 
heirs, are vir- 
tually thieves, to 
be ranked with 
highwaymen." — 
Fausset . 

e "The aggrava- 
tion of sin is pro- 
portioned to the 
obligation of 
duty. A mur- 
derer is a heinous 
transgressor; 
how much more 
a parricide ! To 
rob a stranger, a 
friend, is evil ; 
how much more 
a father and 
m o t h e r 1 The 
filial obligation of 
cherishing care is 
broken. Ingrati- 
tude is added to 
injustice." — 
Bridges. 

Honest industry 
is always re- 
warded. No 
young man need 
complain of being 
kept poor, if he 
rolls up his 
sleeves and goes 
cheerfully to 
work. 
d WMeeross. 

a " Or ptiffed-np 
soul, self - confi- 
dent, and hence 
overbearing and 
litigious."— 
Fatuset. 

6 " Though the 
mariner sees not 
the polestar, yet 
the needle of the 
compass, which 
points to it, tells 
him which way 
he sails. Thus 
the heart that is 
touched with the 
loadstone of Div. 
love, trembling 
with godly fear, 
and yet still look- 
ing towards Ood 
by fixed believ- 
ing, interprets 
the fear by the 
love in the fear, 
and tells the soul 
that its coarse is 
heavenward, to- 
wards the haven 
of eternal rest." 
~~Abp. LeigMon. 
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9.99. Dr. R. Souths 
Ti S99 ; Bv. Shut- 
ileworth, i. 169; 
J>r. T. Dwighty ii. 
47 : //. E. Man- 
ning, 392. 

cC.Sime<m,M^, 

dtLT.S. 

a De. XT. 7. 

» Is. L 16. 

e " Good men re- 
tire from public 
business into ob- 
Bcority when the 
dregs of the na- 
tion rise up to 
the summit of 
public affairs, 
and float as scum 
upon the sur- 
face."— ITord*- 
wortb, 

"As the deepest 
hate may spring 
from the most 
violent Iotb, so 
the greatest in- 
gratitude may 
arise from the 
largest benefits. 
It is said that 
Cicero was slain 
by one whom his 
oratory had de- 
fended when he 
was accused of 
his father's 
murder." — /. 
Beaumont. 

"Formerly it was 
the fashion to 
preach the na- 
tural; now it is 
the ideal People 
too often forget 
that these things 
are profoundly 
compatible ; that 
in a beautiful 
work of imagi- 
nation the na- 
tural should be 
ideal, and the 
ideal natural." — 
A.W.r<mScMe0d. 

dB.T.S. 



a 'Ex. xzxil. 9 ; 
2 Ch. xxxvi. 16 ; 
Ne. ix. 29; Is. 
xlviii. 8; Je. xvii. 
23, xxxi. 18 ; Ac. 
TiL61. 



her another garden fall of beautiful plants uaoA flowers, asd 
gathered for her a fine large nosegay. Let this teach joa a 
lesson. If this girl had teieia the flowers withoot leaye, die 
would have been rery unhap|)y ; and if she had been asked how 
she came by them, she would most likely have told a lie to hide 
her first fault. And how unoomf ertable ebe would have felt at 
night when she lay down, and when she Hiought of the great 
Qod, and prayed to Him who has said, " Thieyes shall not iiihent 
the kingdom of Grod." " Be sore your sin will find you out," if 
you breaJc God's oommands.<< 

27, 28. (27) not lack, the needful for himself.* bideth, 
etc.j^ witii the intention of disregazding the wants and cries of 
the poor. (28) wicked rise, camp v. 12.« 

The genteroui man (v. 27).— ^mething is here said by implica- 
tion of — ^I. EUs hancL He giveth. II. His eye. The cause he 
knows not : he searches out. Many when awatre of the apfNroadi 
of tiM poor look another way. III. His heart. Sympa^isiiig, 
benevolent, tender. IV. His mind. He works and eaves, that 
he may give. Two oollectors for a charity calling on a rich man 
found him scolding a servajot for some trifling waste, aoad woe 
the more surjoised at reoeiving* a large donat^n. He aaid tiiat 
his thrift enabled him to give the more. Y. His xeoompense. 
Gk>d takes care that he shall have somewhat to give. Learn :— 1. 
Let the rich remember their duty to the poor ; 2. Let the poor 
rejoice that God takes care of their rich belpers. 

Mev. Matthew Henry. — ^It is related of the ezo^ent oommen- 
tator, Matthew Henry, that he enforced upon himself and othen 
sentiments calculated to promote a charitable disposition. ^ We 
lose," said he, " what we save. Withholding that which is meet 
tends to spiritual poverty — ^the worst of all husban&y : it is like 
grudging seed to the ground." As occasion served, he plainly 
pointed out the great evil of oovetousness. Sometimee he urged 
upon all around him their exposure to that sin, and adrieed them 
to suspect themselves guilty of it. ''We aze bam," said he, 
"with the world in our heafts." Noticing that many think 
themselves free from covetousness because they are oooatent with 
what they have, he added, in allusion to the pazable— '^ So was 
that fool." In the exercise of a benevolent temper, this good 
man resembled Him who *' maketh His son to rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust" 
Like the children of the Highest, therefore, he was ^ kind to the 
unthankful, and to the evil." After lending seven guineas to 
obtain a dischmrge of the son of a poor friend, who had enlisted 
in the army, he observed that many reasons offered themsebeF 
why he should have abandoned him ; but, in the spltit of 
genuine Christianity, he added, '' The meitcj of God to sie, a pro- 
voking, backsliding sinner, answered them all. God doth not 
cut them off, though, by their iniq[uity, they have mid them- 
selves." ** 

CHAPTER THE TWENTY-NINTH. 

1, often reproved, lit. a man of reproofs, hardeneth lais 
neck," in a stiff-necked way persists in carrying* through his 
own will. Allusion is made to the intractable, BtuhboBL ox. He 
will not bend to the yoke, so he must be killed, "without 
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remedy, for who oan help a man who thus zefnaes to be helped ? 
lot. " they shall be deetooyed, and no healing." 

The eokduet a/nd punishmeTU of Hnners (v. 1). — ^I. Here is the 
oondact of an mcorrigible sinner described. 1. He is often re- 
proYed; 2. He hardeneth his neok. II. The punishment of 
inooixigible sinners threatened. 1. He shall suddenly be 
destzoyed ; 2. He shall be destroyed without remedy. Apply : — 
(1) The season of Gk)d's long-suffering is limited ; (2) Thoee 
who det&c repentance deoeive tiieir own souls ; (3) The reproofs 
of God should be regarded as expressions of His mercy; (4) 
Seasoxkable subjection to Grod's authority will be attended with 
oertain salvation.* 

Dying while blaspheming. — ^A minister in a small seaport town 
in Scotland onoe fumiahed an account of a man who for many 
yeazs was master of a coasting vessel, and an inhabitant of that 
plaoe. In his younger days he made a profession of religion ; 
and, among the small but respectable body to which he belonged, 
he was deemed an eminent Christian. He afterwards became a 
deist 1 — ^nay, a professed atheist, and n[iade the existence of ^e 
Deity and a future state the subjects of his ridicule and profane 
mookery. For horrid swearing and lewdness he had perhaps 
few equals in Scotland. One night, in a public-house, when 
swearing awfuUy in a rage, he was summoned into eternity in a 
moanent by the rupture of a blood-yesseL Was he punished for 
his blasphemy before his death ? If not, then he was punished 
afterwards. ' 

2, 3. (2) righteous, etc, oomp. ch. xxviii. 12. (3) wisdom, 
here Hie counsels of moral puriiy. keepeth. oompany, or, 
more forcibly, whofeedeth, harlots, who '' play sad havoc with 
tsaniHeB ; they draw sons to ruin and parents to an untimely 
grave.** " Bpendeth., i.e. wasteth. 

5[hfjo kinds of rulers (t?. 2). — I. The righteous are joy-produoess. 
1. As they ^:iact good laws ; 2. As they administer law impar- 
tially j 3. As they set a good example ; 4. As they strive to 
miniiaifie the public burdens. II. The wi(^ed are sorrow- makers, 
for reasons the opposite of those which nmrk the rule of the 
righteous. 

The tradeswidm and the prince. — ^The following anecdote of the 
prince, which is not, perhaps, generaUy known, seems a very 
Buitabie accompaniment : — ^A tradesman was sent for on the 
Sabbath day, as his Boyal Highness was preparing to leave town 
early the next morning. That tradesman was one who feared 
God more than man ; and at the risk of offending the prince and 
losing his valuable patronage, he declined to attend on Grod's 
day, but took care to be at the palace at a very early hour on 
Monday mormng. '' I sent for you yesterday," said the prince ; 
** why did you not come?" "Tour Koyal Highness, the King 
wanted me." ^' The king I I thought my father never sent for 
tradesmen on Sundays." " Please your Royal Highness, I do not 
mean the king your father, but ^e King of kings." A word 
fitly spoken is indeed, as Solomon says, like apples of gold in 
piotnces of silver. Some of the last words of the prince, when 
-weaxing* the crown as George the Fourth, alluded to his inter- 
view with the dying bishop (Porteus). Two days before his 
deat^ he declared that nothing in his past life gave him more 
nneaeiiiess than the recollection of desecrated Sabbaths.^ 



Pr.i3^t-S7; Ba 
xL22. 

V, 1. W. JFenmsff 
i. 151 ; Dr. Jer, 
HvMtyiy. 173; A 
Daxiei^ it 236 ; /. 
Parry, 319; /. 
MUner, iil. 1. 
b Alpha ixi lOO 
Sks. 

"There be 
many ChzistitaQs 
most like unto 
young sailors, 
who think the 
shore and the 
whole land doth 
move when they 
ship, and they 
themselTes are 
moved. Just so 
not a few do ima- 
gine that God 
m o V e t h, and. 
saileth, and 
changeth places, 
because their 
giddy souls are 
und^ sail, and 
subject to altera- 
tion, to ebbing- 
and flowing. But 
the foundation of 
the liord abideth 
sure." — SamMtl 
RuUierford. 
c J)r. Cheever, 



a "She weaves 
the winding* 
sheets of souls, 
and lays them in 
the urn of ever- 
lasting death."— 
FolloJt. 

V. S. E. Bolfm, 
Four Last Things, 
1 — 37; Dr. & 
Johnson, ii. 1B9. 

"If you would be 
well with a great 
mind, leave him 
with a favourable 
impression of 
you ; if with a 
little mind, leave 
him with a tor 
vonrable opinion 
of himself— 
Coleridge. 

"Beware of little 
expenses ; a small 
leak wUl sink a 
great ship. '* — 
Franklin. 

b Tract Magoulm. 
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« "A king mart 
make religion the 
rule of goyeru- 
ment, and not to 
balance the scale; 
for he that 
casteth in reli- 
gion only to make 
the icales even, 
hia own weight 
is contained in 
those oharaoters, 
"Afene, mene^ 
tekelt uphartirif he 
is found too 
light, his king- 
dom shall be 
taken from him. 
Beligion is recti- 
tnde."— ^ord 
Bacon. 

Is. XXTJl. 1, 9. 

«. 4. T. Ooddardj 
51. 

<* What makes the 
capital of na- 
tions? Sayings i 
nothing else. 
Neither nations 
nor men are safe 
against fortune 
unless they can 
hit on a system 
by which they 
save more than 
they spend. 
When that sys- 
tem is once esta- 
blished, at what 
a ratio capital 
accumulates! 
What resources 
the oystem gra- 
dually develops 1 
In that one 
maxim is the 
secret of Eng- 
land's great- 
ness. " — Caxton- 
iana. 
b Ptfcy A,mc» 

a "When we are 
mort commended 
for our discern- 
ment we gene- 
Tally act mort 
foolishly, for 
those very praises 
cloud the under- 
standing and 
pervert the jaA%- 
meat."Seott. 

'<He does this 
even when he is 
not intending it; 
the web of en- 
ticing errors be- 
fore his neigh- 
bours' eyes be- 
comes, when he 
/jomes into con- 



4. by Judgment, or the just admiiiistration of justice. By 
righteous decisions, as opposed to those which are given on the 
persuasions of bribes,** reoeivetll gifts, lit. ** a man of heaye- 
offerings." overtliroweth it, bee. nothing so unsettles a nation 
as corruption in the seat of judgment. 

Peter the Great. — In the year 1718 Peter the Great assembled 
a grand council, in order to state to them a new project of inter- 
nfj govemment. When they were met, he first reminded them 
of the duty of all monarchs to protect their people from foreign 
assaults ; to preserve peace, order, and quiet, at home ; and to 
execute justice alike against the prince, the peer, and the peasant ; 
he added, that he then found it necessary to turn his attention 
towards repressing and correcting the abuses of power and aa- 
thority of some of his goyemors of the provinces, and of the 
lieutenants under them, who he found had been guilty of oppres- 
sion and peculation, and had enriched themselves at the expense 
of his people — a people, whose contributionB and sacrifices had, 
for eighteen years, merited every attention, and now call^ for 
him to defend them against aU such bloodsuckers. The emperor 
then announced that he had established a tribunal of justice, for 
the inquiry into, and the redressing of, all abuses ; and that he 
had appointed as president the most honest of his counsellorB. 
Among those brought before this new council or chamber of 
justice, were Princes Menzikof and Dolgoroucki, the grand 
admiral, and other minor offenders. The court, in its inquiries, 
spared neither rank nor influence, and brought before its bar 
Baron Schafiroff, the vice-chancellor, the favourite of the emperor, 
and his prime minister. The baron was convicted on several 
charges ; one of which was for raising the rates of postage, and 
keeping the advance for himself ; and another for giving his 
brother a lucrative situation, unknown to the emi)eror or senate. 
The baron was condemned to death. When the day of execution 
came, the people were summoned by sound of tnunpet ; he was 
led to the public place, and his sentence read to him ; but when 
his head was laid on l^e block, and the axe raised over him, a 
herald proclaimed the mercy of the emperor, in changing the 
sentence of death for perpetual banishment to Siberia, wi& the 
confiscation of all his proi>erty. This severity had, however, a 
good effect, in rendering the administration less corrupt.* 

6, 6. (5) flattereth, amp. ch. xxvi. 28. net, ete.j by mis- 
leading the man as to his real character, he puts him in the 
power of the tempter.' (6) a snare, for the man himself: 
entanglement in it, and punishnient at the erid of it.* edng, in 
the confidence and joy of his security. 

The gladness of goodness (v. 6). — The righteous rejoices — ^I. In 
the works and ways of God. II. In the comfortable assurance of 
his own mind. III. In t^e prosperity of other men. IV. At all 
times : ** songs in the night." V. At the prospect of a glorious 
resurrection. 

AbdaUah and the fly. — ^^ It was the third hour of the day, and Ab- 
dallah still lingered over the morning repast, when there came a 
little fly and alighted on the rim of his goblet. It sipped a particle of 
syrup and was gone. It came next morning, and the next, and the 
next again, till it caught the eye of the scholar. As he oonsideRd 
it, and as it gave f ori^ its many colours and moved itself aright^ 
it seemed beautiful exceedingly, and in his heart he could not 
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find to drive it away. Wherefore it came day by day continually, 
and -waxing bolder and bolder it withal became greater and 
greater, till in the size as of a locuBt could be perceived as the 
likeness of a man ; and the greater that it grew, the more win- 
ning were its ways, frisking like a sunbeam, singing like a peri, 
BO &at the eyes of the simple one were blinded, and in all this 
he did not perceive the subtlety of an evil jinn. Wherefore, 
waxing bolder and yet bolder, whatsoever of dainty meats its 
Boul desired the lying spirit freely took, and when, waxing 
wroth, the son of the prophet said, 'This is my daily portion 
from the table of the mufti ; there is not enough for thee and 
me,* playing one of its pleasant tricks, the brazen-faced deceiver 
caused the simple one to smile ; until in process of time the 
scholar perceived that as his guest waxed stronger and stronger, 
he himself waxed weaker and weaker. Now also there arose 
frequent contention between the demon and his dupe, and the 
youth smote the demon so sore that it departed for a season. 
Thereupon Abdallah rejoiced exceedingly, and said, *I have 
triumphed over mine enemy, and when it seemeth good in my 
sight I shall smite him that he die.* But after not many days, 
lo and behold I the jinn came again, arrayed in gfoodly garments, 
and bringing a present in its hand, and with its fair speech say- 
ing, *■ Is it not a little one ? ' it enticed this silly dove so that he 
again received it into his chamber. On the morrow, when 
Abdallah came not into the assembly of studious youths, the 
mufti said, * Wherefore tarrieth the son of the faithful? per- 
chance he^leepeth.' Therefore they resorted even to his chamber, 
and knocked, and lifted up their voice ; but as he made no 
answer the mufti opened the door, and behold I on the divan lay 
the dead body of his disciple. His visage was black and swollen, 
and on his throat was the pressure of a finger broader than the 
palm of a mighty man. All the stuff belonging to the hapless 
one was gone, the gold and the jewels, and the parchment rolls. 
and the changes of raiment ; and in the soft earth of the garden 
was discerned the footsteps of a giant. The mufti measured 
one of the prints, and lo I it was six cubits long. What means 
tlie apologue ? Who can expound the riddle ? Is it the bottle or 
the betting-book ? is it the billiard-table ? is it the theatre, or 
the tea-garden, or the music saloon ? is it laziness ? is it debt ? 
is it the wasted Sunday ? But know that an evil habit is an elf 
constantly expanding. It may come in at the keyhole, but it 
will soon grow too big for the house. At first it may seem too 
trivial for serious attack, but it will presently prove the death 
of the owner." * 

7. cause . . poor. Job xxix. 13—16. regardeth not, careth 
not, will not set himself to consider them. Or, *' He listens to 
no reason, he has no sensibility for right and equity." ' 

Lovis IX. and the kitchen-hoy. — Louis IX., king of France, was 
fonnd instructing a poor kitchen-boy ; and being asked why he 
did so, replied, " The meanest person hath a soul as precious as 
my own, and bought with the same blood of Christ." * 

8, 9. (8) scomfal,* mockers, such as head civil strife. Such 
as contemptuously disregard God's law, and are not swayed by 
moral principles or national virtues, bring . . snare, better, 
** set the city on fire : " kindle, with their inflammatory counsels, 

VOL. VII. O.T. S 



tact with them, a 
net in wh. he is 
caught." -//iWflr. 
*' Flattery is a 
bad sort of money 
to which our 
vanity gives 
currency." — La, 
Rochefoucauld. 

6 « A flatterer 
spreads a net for 
a friend'* feet, 
but a sinner lays 
a snare for him- 
self."— Word*' 
toorth. 

V. 6. Dr. S. South, 
vii. 136; Dr. T. 
Bunt, Ob*. 134; 
A. Maedonald, 
33S. 

"Many times God 
is present in the 
still voice, and 
private retire- 
ments of a quiet 
religion, and the 
constant spirit- 
ualities of an 
ordinary life; 
when the loud 
and impetuous 
winds, and the 
shining fires of 
more laborious 
and expensive 
actions are profit- 
able to others 
only, like a tree 
of balsam distil- 
ling precious 
liquor for others, 
not for its own 
use."- Doddridge. 

Confine your ex- 
penses, or they 
wiU confine you. 

c Dr. J. Hamilton. 



a HUxig. 

V. 7. T. Jee, 11. 

6 Dr. Cheever. 



a " Such as scorn 
to be hampered 
by laws and con- 
stitntions."-J/ar. 
Benrif. 
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5*'S0ttheTninds 
of the people on 
lire against the 
powers that be." 
—Jfyk, Com. 

e** Nothing can 
make a man ao 
good a patriot as 
religion."— i}i>. 

"If a bee stings 
yoa« will you go 
to the hive and 
destroy it? 
Would not a 
thousand come 
iq>on you 7 If 
yon receive a 
trifling injury, do 
not go about the | 
streets proclaim- 
ing it, and be 
anxious to 
avenge it. Let it 
drop. It is wis- 
dom to say little 
respecting the in- 
miies you majr 
have received."— 
AnotL 

The best ground 
imtUled, soonest 
runs out into 
rank weeds. A 
man of know- 
ledge that is 
either negligent 
or uncorrected, 
cannot but grow 
wild and god- 
less."— Jtp. HaU, 

"In persons 
grafted in a 
serious trust, 
negligence is a 
crime." — Shake- 
speare. 

"It is better to 
sound a person 
with whom one 
deals afar off, 
than to fall upon 
the point at 
fiTBt,**— Bacon. 



aVwaaSJj they 
that q)eak much, 
speak much 
amiss. 

" He Is wise who 
knows when to 
hold his peace." 
-— Ambrose, 

" We must not 
always speak all 



the fire of dyil disooid.^ wrath, if it is found among the people.^ 
(9) rag^ or laus^h, try to influence him bj denunciations, or 
humble him by satire; his work will be in vain. The foolish, and 
frivolous will learn of no masters. 

Civic firebrands (r. 8). — Such men bring a city into a snare — ^L 
When as rulers they treat an enemy of unknown resources with 
contempt. II. When as noisy demagogues they inflame the 
passions of the Tulgar. III. When as talebearers they spread 
slanderous reports. IV. When as soomers of good morals they 
ez^rt a baneful influence upon fellow-citizens. Y. Even the city 
of €k)d, the Church, may be ensnared by teachers of false doc- 
trines. 

The ecofer tUenced. — A minister of the Presbyterian Church, 
in America, delivered a series of discourses against infidelity, in 
a town in Louisiana, on the Bed Biver, some of the citizens of 
which were known to be sceptical. A few daya afterwards he 
took passage in a steamer ascending the Mississippi, and found 
on boaid several of the citizens of that town, among whom was 
a disciple of Tom Paine, noted as the ringleader of a band of 
infidels. So soon as he discovered the minister, he commenced 
his horrid blasphemies ; and when he perceived him reading at 
one of the tables, he proposed to his companions to go with him 
to the opposite side of the table and listen to some stories that 
he had to tell upon religion and religious men^ which he said 
would annoy the old preacher. Quite a number, prompted by 
curiosity, gathered around him to listen to his vulgar stories and 
anecdotes, all of which were pointed against the Bible and its 
ministers. The preacher did not raise his eyes from the book 
which he was reading, nor appear to be in the least disconcerted 
by the presence of the rabble. At length the infidel walked up 
to him, and, rudely slapping him on the shoulder, said, " Old 
feUow, what do you think of these things ? " He calmly pointed 
out of tibie door, and said, **Do you see that beautiful landscape 
spread out in such quiet loveliness before you ?" ** Yes." ** It 
has a variety of flowers, plants, and shrubs, tiiat are calculated to 
fiU the beholder with delight." " Yes." " WeU, if you were to 
send out a dove, he would pass over that scene and see in it all 
that was beautiful and lovely, and delight himself in gaojig at 
and admiring it ; but if you were to send out a buzzard over pre- 
cisely the same scene, he would see in it nothing to &x his atten- 
tion, unless he could find some rotten carcase that would be 
loaiilLsome to all other animals, in which case he would alight 
and gloat upon it with exquisite pleasure.*' " Do you mean to 
compare me to a buzzard, sir ?" said the infidel, colouring veiy 
deeply. " I made no allusion to you, sir," said the minister, veiy 
quietly. The infidel walked off in confusion, and went by the 
name of " The Buzzard " during the remainder of the passage. 

10, 11. (10) bloodthirsty, Ileb. "men of blood." Ps. v. 6. 
xxvi. 9. seek, etc., i.e. care for, in order to preserve, the 
righteous. (11) all his inind,^ no matter how imprudent the 
occasion. Over-free speech is characteristic of the foolish. Or 
mind may here stand for spiHt^ passion. The foolish man has 
no self-restraint. 

A wise reticence (v. 11). — I. The fooVs speech. 1. He is swift 
to speak ; 2. Speaks abundantly, " utters all hie mind ;'* 3. Speaks 
worthlessly, because he is a fool : what he calls his mind ia not a 
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storehouse of good things : he is quick to form an opinion and to 
retail it. II. The wise man's silence. 1. He keeps his know- 
ledge for a time, to comi)are, to digest ; 2. But not for ever, only 
tm " afterwards/' as One who said, *' I have many things to say 
nnto you, but you cannot bear them now.'* 

Conversatioti. — In Andrew Fuller's diary is the following 
entry : — " Jan. 3, 1782. This afternoon, being on a yisit, as I 
stepped aside from the company, I overheard one cf them saying, 
* I love Mr. Fuller's company, it is so diverting.' This expression 
moved me much. Oh, wretch that I am I Is this to have my 
speech seasoned with grace ? O Lord, .forgive me 1 Some 
humbling thoughts for l£e above in prayer." ** Jan. 4. Tender 
this morning in remembering the above circumstance. Lord, 
make me more spiritual in time to come." * 

12, 13. (12) to lies, all sorts of talebearing." wioked, 
knowing just what pleases their master, they will become in- 
formers and backbiters.' (13) deoeitfal man, or usurer. He 
takes his advantage of the poor, lighteneth, ete.f He knows 
both. ** He is their common Father and Judge." " Both depend' 
on Him, and He will do justice." * 

Open ears and nimble tongvet (v. 12^. — I. A ruler with an open 
«ar ; ready to hear anything ; easily imposed upon ; plenly to 
detract from others, and be tbe purveyors of scandal ; most that 
will be told him will be false. II. The servants' nimble tongues ; 
each one anxious to get favour for himself ; hopes to do this by 
depreciating others ; the ruler hears of each in turn, and accord- 
ing to the tale of each, all save himself are wicked. III. The 
The judicial mind. The ruler should bring the fraducer and the 
traduced face to face ; this done at once and in the first instance 
'would operate as a caution to others. 

Legend cf scandal. — Two nuns of the sisterhood of St. Scholas- 
tica, though in other respects exemplary, and faithful to their 
Teligious profession, were much given to scandal and vain talk. 
Which being told to St. Benedict, it displeased him greatly ; and 
lie sent to them a message, that if they did not refrain their 
tongues, and set a better example to the community, he would 
excommunicate them. The nuns were at first alarmed and peni- 
tent, and promised amendment ; but the habit was too strong for 
their good resolves. They continued their vain and idle tallung ; 
and, in the midst of their folly, they died, and, being of great 
and noble lineage, they were buried in the church near the altar. 
And afterwards, on a certain day, as St. Benedict solemnised 
znass at that altar, and at the moment when the ofBlciating 
cLeaoon uttered the usual words, " Let those who are excommuni- 
cated, and forbidden to partake, depart and leave us," behold 1 
tilie two nuns rose up from their graves, and, in the sight of all 
-the people, with faces drooping and averted, they glided out of 
-the church. And thus it happened every time that the mass was 
oelebrated there, until St. Benedict, taMng pity upon them, ab- 
solved them from their sins, and they rest^ in peace.« 

14y 15. (14) jxLdgeth the poor," who cannot secure deci- 
sions by bribes, faithfally, here is in strict accordance with 
blie facts testified to. (15) rod, the symbol of parental correc- 
tion.* It is not essential to wise training that physical suffering 
^liould be inflicted, left to himself, *4eft loose, as a horse 

S 2 



we Icnow, that 
were folly; but 
what a man says 
should be what 
he thinks, other- 
wise it ig 
knavery.*'— Jfon- 
taigne. 

"It Is a shameful 
thing to be weary 
of inquiry, when 
what we search 
for is exoellent." 
—Cieero. 

h C, H. SpurgtoUm 

a " He that car- 
rieth Satan in his 
ear is no less 
blameworthy 
than he wh. car- 
rieth him in his 
tongue." -J/i^fft 

h "Here is comfort 
to the poor in his 
sufferings ; here 
is warning to the 
rich in his vio* 
lence." — Words- 
worth. 

** A man who 
takes delight in 
hearing the 
faults of others, 
shows sufficiently 
that he has a true 
relish of scandal, 
and consequently 
the seeds of this 
▼ice within him. 
If his mind is 
gratified with 
hearing the re- 
proaches w1 ioi 
arecastonotheis, 
he will find the 
same pleasure in 
relating them, 
and be the more 
apt to do it, ns 
he wiU naturally 
imagine every 
one he conversrs 
with ia delighted 
in the same 
manner with 
him»eit"—Addi- 
ion, 

c Mn, Jameton. 



a Pr. zx. 28, 
XXV. 6. 

" So that he per- 
mits true judfT- 
ment to reach 
the poor."— //i/- 

Ziff. 
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h Comp. Pr. xiiL 
34, zzilL 13. 

e WordnoortK 

d "The mother 
-who thus yields 
vreaUy to what 
is reiilly a self- 
indnlgenoe, is «s 
miilty of aban- 
iloning the child 
site spoils, as if 
she cast him 
forth ; and inas- 
mnoh as evil neg- 
lect no less than 
evU act works | 
out its own pun- j 
ishment, there 
shall fall upon 
her the righteous 
punishment of 
shame and igno- '. 
min J. *'Spk. 
Com. 

e 0. ZBMer. 

t>. 15. /. Archer^ 
88 ; W. Bamnc, 
iii. 186; Bishop 
Malthy, L 143. 

/ Whiteeross. 



a Ps. xxx v l i. 84 — 
38, Iviii. 10, 11. 

" This is indeed 
the supporting 
joy of faith, t^ 
realise the glory 
of this day, when 
the righteous 
shall see the fall 
of the now tri- 
umphing wicked, 
and one universal 
shout shall swell 
throughout the 
earth, 'Allelulah ! 
for the Lord God 
O mnipotent 
reignethi*"— 
Bridges. 

h Pr. XiiL 24, xix. 
18, xxiL 15, TTiii. 
13, 14. 

" Not mine, this 
eaying, but the 
sentence of the 
Ea<^, nothing is 
stronger than 
necessity." — 
Euripides. 

c Whiteeross. 



fr. 



without a rein."« Pampered and indulged.^* "Exempted 
discipline, left to his own will." • 

Neglected childhood (v. 15). — ^Here we have two persons 
described. I. The neglected child — 1. Is he who is petted, 
spoiled, by over-indulgence ; 2. Never corrected for his faults ; 
3. His mother fond and foolish. II. The disgraced mother. I. 
By her daughter, through loss of virtue by uncurbed vanity ; 2. 
By her son, through loss of honour by unchecked conceit ; 3. Or 
she is impoverished by their profligacy, as well as sorrow-stricken 
by their crime. Learn : — (1) Train up a child in the way he 
should go, etc. ; (2) Expect such results, for folly is bound up in 
the heaxt of a child. 

Obedience enforced. — "A child," says a modem writer, "a 
short time since, was taken ill with that dangerous disorder, the 
croup. He was a child most ardently beloved, and ordinarily 
very obedient. But in this state of uneasiness and pain he 
refused to take the medicine which it was needful without 
delay to administer. The father finding hiTn resolute, imme- 
diately punished his sick and suffering son ; under these circom- 
stances, and fearing his son might soon die, it must have been a 
severe trial to the father ; but the consequence was that the 
child was taught that sickness was no excuse for disobedience, 
and while his sickness continued, he promptly took whatever 
medicine was prescribed, and was patient and submissive. Soon 
the child was well. Does any one say this was cruel ? It was one 
of the noblest acts of kindness which could have been performed. 
If the father had shrunk from duty here, it is by no means im- 
probable that the life of the child would have been the forfeit**-' 

16, 17. (16) wicked . . increaseth, this is a general truth: 
wicked men encourage one another, and so increase wickedness : 
or reference may be to wicked kings, who encourage the wicked 
in the land, see . . fall, and triumph in it ;*■ look on it with 
satisfaction. (17) correct, as v. 15.^ deliglit, lit. delights, 
the plural signifying the variety of forms of xdeasoze, in well- 
trained children, which parents may gain. 

Cavses of public immorality (v. 16). — I. A case sappoeed — ^**the 
wicked multiplied." 1. By miscarriage of justice — ^undetected 
crime ; 2. Venality of officers of justice ; 3. By personal influ- 
ence of ungodly ; 4. By neglected youth — as, £nom the connec- 
tion, this seems to be the cause indicated. II. The result 
anticipated. 1. Increase of transgressors ; 2. Reigfn of lawless- 
ness ; 3. One encouraging and tempting another. UL The 
inevitable issue. 1. Transgressors shall fall, " though wicked- 
ness join hand in hand," etc. ; 2. The righteous shall see it 
Hence we infer that while the wicked shall fall, the zighteons 
will look safely on. 

Parental reproof. — A young man who, when an infant, had. 
lost his father, remarked to a person in conversation, *' When- 
ever I wan guilty of disobeying my mother, and she called me to 
account, phe would talk to me seriously, and then kneel down in 
prayer and tell God all about my conduct, and the oonBequenc*^ 
of my course. I used to feel at such times as if my heart wonl'i 
burst, and I have often said, ' Ma, whip, but don*t talk to zri" 
and pray for me.' Ah," said he, " it was the talking and pi»T. 
ing that affected me more than the whipping, though all weiv 
necessary." 
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18. no vision, as 1 Sa. iii. 1. "Redemptive revelations of j^^*^^ Thomas, 
God are meant.*' « More generally, instruction in God's truth, " j^ j| j . j^^^^ j j 
g^ven mainly in those days by prophets, who received visions. ; *> The word vision 

' represents the 
erudition and 
I teaching of the 
! ministry. Where 
t>at &tils, the 
people are aoat- 
itered into a 
; variety of sects, 
aud into a wil- 
derness of un- 
b3lief and of evil 
living."— FTordj- 
w>rth. 

& " Or ' are made 
naked.' Stripped 
of their OTna- 
ments and so ex- 
posed to shame; 
stripped of their 
armour, and so 
exposed to 
danger."— Jfo/. 
Henry. 

V. 18. T. Boston, 
iii. 378. 
e J. M. Jarvie. 



Scriptures twice, 
and learned most 
of them by heart. 
dR Leigh ilMI). 



people perisli, lit. "are let loose,"* like hair dishevelled. 
Are undisciplined, unbridled. Are deprived of moral restraints. 
Hos. iv. 6. 

Divine viHon essential to human salvation (v. 18). — ^I. True 
vision is a revelation from God. Such a communication is pro- 
bable from — 1. The conflicting indications of the Divine 
character furnished by nature ; 2. The universally felt moral 
necessities of man. II. There are many places where, as yet, 
this vision is not. III. Where it is not the people perish. 1. It 
alone reveals a Saviour adapted to man ; 2. It sJone is associated 
with spiritual power to deliver man from the bondage, and 
misery, and guilt, and doom of sin. Learn : — (1) The vision of 
God is, to those who possess it, a most precious thing ; (2) They 
who possess it not ought to be the objects of the deepest com- 
pajBsion ; (3) They who possess it are bound by every consi- 
deration of gratitude and pity to send it to those who do not.' 

Power of the Scriptures. — ^The power and efficacy of the Scrip- 
ture upon the souls of men showeth it to be of (rod ; and the 
wonderful alteration that it makes in a man for God, when he 

doth entertain and believe it in his heart. It makes him more 

than a man in power to oppose, resist, and fight against his own JBonaventure 
corruptions ; it brings him into a wonderful familiarity and i wrote out the 
acquaintance with G^. It puts such life and strength into him 
that, for God's sake and His truth, he can suffer all the hardest 
things in the world without complaining, yea, with exceeding 
and wonderful rejoicing.'' 

19, 20. (19) servant, or slave. Reference is to one who 
lacks right principle, who is stubborn and sulky, words, i.e. 
words alone. He needs chastisement." no answer, in obedient 
action. Mere words are insufficient in dealing with the slave- 
like temper. (20) hasty, etc., see ch. xxvi. 12. of a fool, ue. 
<it a modest fool, who is sensible of his folly. The free talker 
is nsuaUy the conceited boaster. 

Servants and servants {v. 19). — I. Servants of all qualities may 
need to be occasionally corrected. The employer must have his 
Tvork done in his own way since he pays for it, though it may 
not b3 the best way. II. Some servants are pert, give saucy 
.answers, show they forget their position, prove that they are in- 
tractably conceited. III. Others are sulky, will not answer at all, 
either by apology or promise of amendment. lY. God is the 
great Master of all ; He issues distinct commands all may under- 
stand, and should promptly make confession of fault and promise 
of improvement, 

Antjer. — An American physician of eminence was walking 
one summer's morning in his garden, when he found that some 
orders, which he had given to his gardener, had not been obeyed. 
He sharply rebuked Sie man, who replied with equal warmth. 
High words ensued ; and when the gentleman returned into the 
house, his whole frame quivered with the intensity of his rage. 
In the most violent manner he continued to denounce the oon- 
•duct of his. servant, until passion became so powerful as to 
paralyse the functions of the body, and he fell dead in the midst 
of his family. 



f( 



If 



th on 
wouldst have a 
good servant, let 
the servant find 
thee a good 
master. Be not 
angry with him 
too long, lest he 
think thee ma- 
licious ; nor too 
soon, lest he con- 
ceive thee rash; 
nor too often, 
lest he count thee 
humorous." — 
QfnarUs. 

The Emperor 
Valentinian 
punished the 
Quadi with great 
severity; and 
i when they came 
to Implore his 
mercy, he up- 
braided them 
with every mark 
of resentment, 
and spoke with 
such vehemence, 
that he broke a 
blood-vessel, and 
fell lifeless on the 
ground. 
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a Heb. i^tfiial; 



" Hfl who 
dulgeth 



in- 
his 
slave from hit 
youth will find 
him at length be- 
having as his 
offspring."— 



», 21. T. 
Obs. 189. 



JBuntt 



" That man is 
guilty of imper- 
tinence who con- 
siders not the 
circumstances of 
tlma, or engross- 
es the conversa- 
tion, or ma^es 
himself the sub- 
ject of his dis- 
course, or pays no 
regard to the 
company he is 
in."— 2W?y. 



* The vny to 
avoid the impu- 
tation of impu- 
dence is not to 
be ashamed of 
what we do, but 
never to do what 
we ought to be 
ashamed ot" — 
TuUjf, 

"The only dis- 
advantage of an 
honest heart is 
creduUty." — P. 
Sidney. 



"An honest 
man's the noblest 
work of God."— 
Poj>e. 



"If you have no- 
thing, be an 
honest beggar, 
rather than a 
r OS pectabl e 
thief."-.£!m«rfon. 



" Honesty cou- 
pled to beaaty, is 
to have honey a 
sauoe to sugar." 
•"•Sfutbeipeare. 



b Percy Anee, j 



21, 22. (21) delicately, i,e. that pampers him ;« allows him 
undue familiarity and indulgence. Only at penalty can any one 
be pushed out of his natural place. Each must be dealt with 
appropriately to their station, become . . son, i.e. assume the 
place and privilege of one. Some render the word used ungrate- 
ful, or refractory, (22) angry, etc., as ch. xv. 18. 

The spoiled servant (v. 21). — I. The cause of this unwise 
treatment. 1. The unwise preference of the master ; 2. The 
sneaking duplicity of the servant; 3. Often the absence of a 
trusted domestic companion ; sometimes the fact that the 
children are disobedient ; 4. Frequently through not perceiving 
the proper relations of parties. II. The consequences that flow 
from it. 1. The gradual ascendency of the servant, until he 
obtains power, through a knowledge of the master's private 
affairs ; 2. The displacement of the children from the parent s 
love ; 3. The entire family at Jength tyrannised over by the 
servant. 

ISfwiffs butler. — During the publication of the l>ramers 
Lettei's, Swift was particularly careful to conceal himselfnom 
being known as the author. The only persons in the secret were 
Robert Blakely, his butler, whom he employed as an amanuensis, 
and Dr. Sheridan. It happened that on tiie very evening before 
the proclamation, offering a reward of £300 for discovering tbs 
author of these letters, was issued, Robert Blakely stopped oat 
later than usual without his master's leave. The dean ordered 
the door to be locked at the accustomed hour, and shut him out 
The next morning the poor fellow appeared before his master 
with marks of great contrition. Swift would hear no excuses, 
but, abusing him severely, bade him strip off his livery, and quit 
the house instantly. " What 1" said he, " is it because I am in 
your power that you can dare to take these liberties with me? 
Get out of my house, and receive the reward of your lareadieiy. 
Mrs. Johnson (Stella), who was at the deanery, did not interfere, 
but immediately despatched a messenger to Dr. Sheridan, who, 
on his arrival, found Robert walking up and down the hall in 
great agitation. The doctor bade him not be uneasy, as he 
would try to pacify the dean, so that he should continue in his 
place. '^ That is not what vexes me,'' replied Robert, *" though 
to be sure I should be sorry to lose so good a master ; but what 
^grieves me to the soul ia that my master should have so bad an 
opinion of me as to suppose me capable of betraying him for 
any reward whatever." When this was related to the dean 
he was so struck with the honour and generosity of sen- 
timent which it exhibited in one so humble in life, that 
he immediately restored him to his situation, and was not long 
in rewarding his fidelity. The place of verger to the cathedral 
becoming vacant. Swift called Robert to him, and asked him if 
he had any clothes of his own that were not a livery. Robeit 
replying in the affirmative, he desired him to take off his liveiy, 
and put them on. The poor fellow, quite astonished, begged to 
know what crime he had commited, that he was to be discharged. 
The dean bade him do as he was ordered ; and when he returned 
in his new dress, the dean called all the other servants into the 
room, and told them that they were no longer to consider him as 
their fellow-servant, Robert, but as Mr. Blakely, verger of St 
Patrick's Cathedral ; an office which he had bestowed on him 
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for his faithfal services, and as a proof of that sore reward which 
honesty and fidelity would always obtain.^ 



23, 24. (23) pride, etc.,' as ch. xvL 18, xviii. 12. honour 
shall uphold, or " such shall lay hold on honour"^ (ch. xi. 16). 
(24) partner . . thief, may not be himself a thief, but he 
cannot keep from himself the shame of his partner's wrong- 
doing. As the concealer of the thief he must share the thiers 
penalty, heareth oursing, the public declaration of the 
crime, hewrayeth,' does not reveal the thief ; keeps silence. 

Martyn and the goivnsman, — When the Rev. Henry Martyn was 
at college, he was called to visit a family in great distress on 
account of the expected death of the husband and father. Some 
of the family, lest the agony of their grief should add to the 
distress of the dying man, had removed to another house, where 
Martyn found a gownsman reading a play to them with a view 
to their consolation. He very properly rebuked him with some 
severity for this great impropriety, and was led to fear, from the 
manner in which his reproof was received, that some unpleasant 
results might follow. But mark the goodness of God, in 
blessing the means employed for the advancement of His glory. 
When this gownsman again saw Martyn, it was to thank him 
for his faithful admonition, which proved the means of a saving 
change of heart ; and these two holy men laboured together in 
India in extending the knowledge of the Lord Jesus.(< 

25. fear of man, i.e. of what he may be able to do to ns. 
snare, entangles us with sharing in their guilt.** tmst . . 
Lord, and so fears Him only, safe, set on high ; secured and 
established. 

The fear qf man (v. 26). — ^From these words we learn — ^I. Our 
great danger. 1. For the fear of man is more general than we 
are aware of ; 2. To all who yield to its influence it brings a 
fatal snare. II. Its proper and only effectual antidote : regard 
for God Himself. We should trust Him for support, happiness, 
recompense. Improve : — 1. A word of caution ; 2. Of en- 
couragement.^ 

Ti^ue friendship. — ^Never will Christ fail us, whoever else may ; 
under the shadow of His wing there is both safety and protec- 
tion. He is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. With- 
out Christ there will be a sense pf insecurity, and often the want 
of sincerity in those around. * Friends 1" said Socrates, "there 
is no friend." And a friend is a changeable creature, saith 
another ; all in changeable colours, as Qie peacock, as often 
chang^ as moved. Besides, many friends are not more fickle 
than false ; like deep ponds, clear at the top, and all muddy at 
the bottom. Fide ergo : ced ciii ride. Try before you trust : 
and when you have tried your utmost, trust not over far, lest you 
cry out at length, as Queen Elizabeth did, " In trust I have found 
treason ;" or. as Julius Caesar, when stabbed by Brutus, among 
others, " What, thou, my son Brutus !" He was slain in the 
senate-house, with twenty- three wounds, given mostly by persons 
whose lives he had preserved. 

26, 27. (26) many, etc., as ch. xix. 6. from the Lord, ft. 
Jehovah, the Supreme Ruler. " It is better to wait for the judg- 
xnent of the Lord than to run hither and thither, canvassing, 



*'He that vonld 
build lastingly 
must lay his 
foondation low. 
As man fell by 
pride, he recovers 
by humility." — 
Quoted by Ni- 
cholU. 

ft "The more Qod 
honoureth men, 
the more they 
should humble 
themselves. The 
more bounty Qod 
shows, the more 
humility He re- 
quires."— i&y- 
nolds. 

e Bewray is old 
Eng. to disclose. 
V. 23. Bp. Ball, 
V. 270; /. Bil- 
*tone,U7;P.SM- 
ton, it 389 ; /. 
Hewlett, ii. 207. 

d Dr. Cheever, 



a " It easily be- 
trays into a par- 
ticipation in the 
sinful actions of 
m.en."'0.Z6ekler. 

V. 26. W. May, 
74, 96; Dr, J. 
Foster, i. 216; J. 
Hunt, iT. 61 ; IT. 
Ei\fkld, ii. 245; 
Dr. G. Croft, t 
209; W. Draper, 
172; /. F, Du- 
rand, 17. 

b C. Simeon, 2f.A. 

" There cannot 
be a more worthy 
improvement ot 
friendship than 
in a fervant 
opposition to the 
sins of those 
whom we profess 
to love." — Bp, 
Ball. 



a Spk. Corn, 

b**lt is no good 
sign for him who 
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would be upright 
when he can be 
on friendly terms 
with the an- 
godly."-V(m Qtr- 
laeh, 

"There is a' mu- 
tual hatred be- 
tween the good 
and the bad, old 
as the devil, deep 
as hell, strong | 
and universal as 
death. 80 long 
as wiokedneas 
exists this mu- 
tual antagonism 
must continne."- 
Dav. I7wmas,D.D, 

Fs. oxxxiz. 31, 
22 ; Jno. xv. 17— 
19; BaviiLT. 

«A faithful 
friend is better 
than gold, — a 
medicine for mi- 
soy, an only 
poa8es8ion."-^ttr- 
ton. 



c PtTcy AfMC. 



a *'Son of the 
princes of Mas- 
mh."—O.ZSckler. 

The word Jaiefif 
signifles reverent, 
pious, obedient : 
from the verb 
yukah, to fear. 

h Wordsworth. 

e C. Simeon^ MA. 

Some Christians 
are like decayed 
milestones, which 
stand in the right 
road, and bear 
some traces of 
the proper im- 
pression, but so 
wretchedly muti- 
lated and de- 
faced, that those 
who pass by can 
hardly read or 
know what to 
make of them. 

d W. Spurstowe 
(1666). 



bribing, flattering."" (27) abomination, in each caae the 
word applies to " instinctive antipathy.*' * 

JEnglUh sirdar. — Mr. Forbes, who passed nearly twenty years 
in India, says that '* the character of the English in India is an 
honour to their country." That his own was is pretty evident 
from the highly flattering address which the inhabitants of 
Dhubay presented to him on the morning of his final departure. 
** Dhubay," says this address, " famed among the cities of the 
East, was happy when the English sirdar presided in their 
durbar ; his disposition towards the inhabitants was with the 
best consideration. He afforded shelter to all, whether they 
were rich or poor ; he delivered them from trouble, and restored 
them to comfort. All castes who looked up to him obtained re- 
dress, without distinction, and without price. When he took the 
poor by the hand he made him rich ; under his protection the 
people were happy, and reposed on the bed of ease. When he 
superintended the garden, each gardener performed his duty ; 
rills of water flowed to every flower, and all the trees of tiie 
garden flourished. So equal was his justice, that the tdger and 
the kid might drink at the same fountain : and often did he re- 
deem the kid from the tiger's mouth. Under his administration 
the rich dared not oppress the poor, for his eyes were open to the 
great and small. In this country we have not known any 
government so upright as that of the English. Alas I if onr 
protector forsakes us, we shall be disconsolate as a widow ; we 
shall mourn the loss of a father, and weep as for the death of a 
mother ! Allah I in thy mercy, continue him to us." « 



CHAPTER TEE THIRTIETE. 

1. Agnr, a name wholly unknown. Very possibly a symbolic 
name for Solomon himself. Others suppose him to have been 
an honoured teacher, and Ithiel and XTcal two of his scholars. 
Jakeh, some render. ** son of her who was obeyed (^i.e. the queen 
of), Massah."' Ithiel, means, (xod with me. ucal, the Mighty 
One. "Prob. indicating the moral character wh. the author 
desires, and the kind of persons whom Agur addresses." * 

A sainfs views of himself (v. 1). — I shall consider the text — ^L 
As the language of passion — 1. In its object ; 2. In its opera- 
tion. II. As the language of piety. Such expressions may fall 
from the lips of the real saint. 1. From a view of the law under 
which we live ; 2. From a view of that God against whom we 
have sinned ; 3. From a view of the obligation we lie under ; 4. 
From a view of the interests we have at stake. Learn : — Henoe 
we are at no loss to understand — (1) Whence it is that saints are 
so often dejected in their minds ; (2) How far they are from jnety 
who are fiUed with self-complacent thoughts.'^ 

Trarelle7''s fare. — I ask only a pittance for my passage, but not 
an abundance for my portion in these things ; yea, though Thou 
shouldest give me no kid to make merry with, yet w5l I not 
murmur at Thy bounty to prodigals, if Thou wilt say, " Son, all 
that is laid up is thine, though thou hast little or nothing of 
what is laid out :" but I will pray, " Turn, Lord, mine eyes ^m 
beholding, and my heart from affecting earthly vanities, and fix 
all my desires upon heaven, that I may look and long for it> in 
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which there is nothing that can offend, but everything that will I 

delight and satisfy to eternity." ' i 

i 
2, 3. (2) more brutish, comp, confession of Ps. Ixxiii. 22. ; 

The admission not merely of ignorance, but even of natural In- 
capacity for apprehending Divine things.** A strong term to 
denote his lowly self-estimation. (3) learned wisdom, i.e. 
he did not regard himself as learned, certainly not as having 
complete knowledge, the holy, i.e. the Holy One, God. It 
was in the higher truths he most felt his failure. Lit. tlie holies, 
plurals poss. put for the " Divine reasons of things, the eternal 
principles that underUe the universe." 

Degraded geniiis. — It is well known that the celebrated poet. 
Bums, fell a victim to intemperance. In the beginning of 1796 
he had a severe attack of rheumatic fever : a few days after his 
convalescence, we are told by Lockhart, he was so exceedingly 
impmdent as to join a festive circle at a tavern dinner, where he 
remained till about three in the morning. The weather was 
severe, and he being much intoxicated, took no precaution in 
thus exposing his debilitated frame to its influence. It has been 
said that he fell asleep upon the snow on his way home. It is 
certain that next morning he was sensible of an icy numbness 
through his joints, that his rheumatism returned with threefold 
force upon Imn, and that firom that unhappy hour his mind 
brooded anxiously on the fatal issue. In tlie following July 
Kobert Bums was committed to the grave.^ 



4. who . . heaveii,^ so as to comprehend the mysteries of 
creation. A figure for getting above, so as to rule and control 
all things, bound the waters, with the girdle of the shores.^ 
all the ends, so that nothing whatever can be found that is 
beyond His control, his name, or His adequate and perfect 
description: a name should be a complete definition, son's 
name,* or has He any human relationships such as we have 1 
The exgiGB^OTL may spiritually be referred to Jesus, the Son of 
God. 

Trusting in God. — ^A military officer being in a dreadful storm, 
his lady, who was sitting in the cabin near him, and filled with 
alarm for the safety of the vessel, was so surprised at his com- 
posure, that She cried out, "My dear, are you not afraid? 
How is it possible you can be so calm in such a storm ?" He 
arose from a chair lashed to the deck, and drew his sword. 
Pointing it to his wife's breast, he said, " Are you not afraid ?" 
She instantly replied, " No— certainly not." "Why?" said the 
officer. " Because,'* rejoined his lady, " I know the sword is in 
the hand of my husband, and he loves me too well to hurt me." 
" Then," said he, " remember, I know in whom I have believed, 
and that He holds the winds in His fists, and the waters in the 
liollow of His hand." 

6, 6. (5) pnre,« Ps. xii. 6, xviii. 30, xix. 8, cxix. 140. It is 
far better humbly to study the revealed Word than to puzzle over 
unexplained and insoluble mysteries, shield, etc., Ps. xviii. 30. 
(6) add . . words, * the tendency to add to God's revelation is 
seen in the crowding traditions of our Lord's time, and the 
elaborate and various theologies of these times. But reference 
is here specially intended to vain human speculations, a liar. 



a Corap. Mat. xL 
26 ; 1 Cor. iii. 18, 
iv. 10. 

Humility is at 
once the charac- 
teristic and quali- 
fication of all 
true philosophy. 
"Every believer's 
experience wit- 
nesseth to this, 
that every one 
that believes on 
Jesus Christ, acts 
that faith as the 
chief of sinners: 
every man that 
seeth himself 
rightly thinks so 
of himself, and 
therein thinks 
not amiss. God 
only knows who 
is truly the 
greatest sinner, 
and every hum- 
bled sinner will 
think he is the 
Ta&n.'*— Traill. 

b WhitecroM. 



a Comp. Jno. iii. 
13; Is. xl. 12; Bo. 
X. 6, 7. 

h "Or, reference 
may be 'to the 
upper mass of 
waters, wrapped 
in the clouds of 
heaven as in a 
capacious g a r- 
ment,'and so kept 
back from pour- 
ing down upon 
the earth."— a 
ZdeJtler. 

e Be. xlz. 12. 

V. 4. Dr. W. Wish- 
artt Theol. i. 76; 
T. Bradbury, L 
87. 

"Nicknames 
stick to people, 
and the most 
ridiculous are the 
most adhesive." 
— Haliburton. 

a Heb. fserupJuihy 
pivified and re- 
fined in fire. 
" Look not for 
another master, 
thou hast the 
oracles of God. 
No one teaches 
like them. Ignor- 
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Aiioeof the Scrip- 
tares is the cause 
of all evils."— 
Chrytottom. 
ftDe.iy.S,xii.32; 
Be. xxii. 18, 19. 
V. 6. M. Sylvester, 
Morn. Ex. tI 
437; J. Baiingt- 
ley, 329; Dr. D. 
Whitby, Last 
Thoughts; J. N. 
Scott, i. 878. 
c Dr. Cheever. 
a " One staff will 
help a man on his 
way, but a bundle 
of staTes would 
burden and 
weary him." — 
Al^. Leighton. 
h " Lest I assail 
God's name or 
attributes, as jus- 
tice, mercy, etc., 
which the poor 
are tempted to 

do."— /VlliMtff. 

1 Tlvi. 6, 10; 1 
Jno. ii. 16. 
t>. 7. Dr. J, Jortin, 
il 285 ; J. CosenSy 
ii.Z%\',Bp. Brown- 
rig, i. 396; Bp. 
Kidder, 176 ; Bp. 
Newtrni, iii. 149; 
Dr. J. Wither- 
spoon, iv. 69 ; Abp. 
IJort, 23; Dr. T. 
Laurie, 182; R. 
Fiddes, iii. 277; 
J.WAster,%l\Bp. 
Hoadly, iii. 799; 
Dr. H. SteN>ing, 
ii. 96 ; Dr. J. Hey- 
lyn, iL 345; Dr. 
W.Paley, i. 250; 
W. Draper, 271. 
c O. Brooks. 
"To be truly and 
really indepen- 
dent, is to sup- 
port ourselves by 
our own exer- 
tions."— /*or/<»r. 
"Richer than 
doing nothing 
for a bauble; 
prouder than 
rustling in un- 
paid-for silk."— 
Shakespeare, 
d Dr. Guthrie. 

a Ps. X. 7. 
*' Make not a 
slave to accuse 
his master." So 
rend. Bertheau, 
Bitzig, etc. 
**In a word, in- 
gratitude is too 
base to return a 



one making zepresentationB and explanationa which are proved 
to be false and unworthy. 

Who are the cowards ? — The captain of a ship sajB, ** I am in 
th^ habit of reading the Scriptures to the crew. I have suffered 
much lately at sea; haying been dismasted, and had all my 
boats washed away, a little to the westward of Cape Clear. I 
then had an opportunity of seeing who was who : and I found 
the most unprincipled men the most useless and the greatest 
cowards in this awful gale, and the Bible men altoge&«: the 
reverse, most useful and courageous. "« 

7—9. (7) deny, or withhold not from me. before I die, or, 
as long as I live. (8) vanity, etc.^ with special reference to 
vain speculations and lying assumptions of special knowledge. 
He wants the spirit of contentment, that he may be kept within 
the limits of revelation, poverty, etc.,'^ a wise limitation of 
his circumstances would be in harmony with the wise limitation 
of his thinking, convenient, or a necessary, apix>inted portion. 
Comp. our Lord's prayer, " Give us this day our daily bread." 
(9) deny thee, in self-satLsfaction and luxurious enjoyment 
take, i.e, violently take.^ 

The prayer of Agur (vv. 7 — 9). — I. It was short — long and 
short prayers. II. It was comprehensive— two petitions— for 
his soul grace, for his body suitable food. III. It was spiritual— 
against excessive wealth and pinching poverty. lY. It was wise 
— ^proceeding from an accurate and judicious survey of the 
moral effects produced by the different conditions of human life. 
The rich and the poor have their peculiar temptations. V. It 
was believing. It breathes a fine spirit of dependence upon God. 
VI. It was moderate — ^the golden mean." 

Influence of poverty. — The dangerous and deadly influence of 
great poverty I may illustrate by a scene whicdi I have not for- 
gotten, nor can foi^et. Alone in the garret of a dilapidated 
house, within a wretched room, stretched on a pidlet of straw, 
covered only by some scanty, filthy rags, with no fire in the 
empty chimney, and the winter wind blowing in cold and fitful 
gruBts through the broken, battered window, an old woman 
lay, feeble, wasted, grey. She had passed the eleventh hoar; 
the hand was creeping on to the twelfth. Had she been called i 
It was important to turn to the best account the few remaining 
sands of life ; so I spoke to her of her soul, and told her of a 
Saviour — urging her to prepare for that other world on whose 
awful border her spirit was hovering. She looked ; she stared : 
and, raising herself on her elbow, with chattering teeth and 
ravenous look exclaimed, " I am cold and hungry." I^misLng 
help, I at the same time warned her that there was something 
worse than cold and hunger. Whereupon stretching out a naked 
and skinny arm, with an answer which, if it did not satisfy the 
reason, touched the feelings, she said, " If you were as cold and 
as hungry as I am, you could think of nothing else."<< 

10. accuse, Heb. "Hurt not with thy tongue.** Slandor 
not.<i curse thee, turn on thee, and tell of thy wrongs doinga 
Masters and mistresses rhould be very careful of listening to 
reports about their servants ; and men should take heed and nuc 
spoil the harmony ci iamily life and social relations. 

Treatment of seranta* — I am quite sure that no one would 
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have to oomplain of Bervants if they would both bear in mind ! 
the sensitiyenees which is already produced by the improved' 
education of the class from which tiiey are taken, and, while 
they carefully avoid the peremptory tone of command which is 
too common, trust them more. Many a well-intentioned lady, 
moreover, keeps up a spirit of small but chronic resentment in 
her household by supervision in those matters which lie outside 
the covenant between mistress and servant. Servants, for 
example, should never be compelled to do their topping and 
see their friends on the sly. Let them have the privilege of 
entertaining some of their acquaintances, and going out to do 
their own inevitable business. Arrange, if possible, for your 
servants to have a party of their own friends some day when you 
are away from home yourself. When you are absent for a time, 
bring back some little present ; not an offensively good book, 
but such a knick-knack as is decorative rather than severely 
useful. Do not be too censorious about bonnets and hoops. 
Bather give your maid some article of dress which is dainty, and 
yet becoming, and thus win her confidence, by assuming the 
righteousness of a certain amount of personal self-respect. Meet 
the inevitable weaknesses of youth, gxxxl looks and high spirits 
half-way, and let your own good taste and better cultivation 
lead them aright. Do not sniff at them, and send them off at a 
tangent, thus possibly driving them into defiant and outrageous 
extremes. Above all, be courteous. Do not claim as a prero- 
gative of gentility to speak sharply to those who are required to 
answer you with respect. It seems to me that servants are 
sometimes expected to be the most gentle in the household, and 
to keep rules of politeness which their betters are exempted 
from observing. If you treat your equal with courtesy, who is 
privileged to resent an impertinence, how much more cautious 
should you be in your tone towards those from whom you 
demand a repectful demeanour.^ 

11 — 14. (11) fifeneratlon, or class of people." onrseth , . 
mother, are abusive to their parents. (12) pure, etc^ and so 
are hypocrites, such as the Pharisee who boasted of his goodness 
in his prayer.^ ** It is of the essence of this temper that its 
hypocrisy is vnconscwtu.* (13) lofty, etc.j proud. The atti- 
tude characteristic of the proud is vigorously sketohed. (14) 
teeth, ete.y the cruel, jaw teeth, or eye-teeth ; those wh, in 
the beaste are used for seizing and tearing. 

The self-deceiver exposed (v. 12). — Among the generation of 
self-deceivef^ we must number — I. The decent formalist : he is 
pure in his own eyes, he is not washed from his filthiness. II. 
The almost Christian : he goes much farther than the formalist, 
but, like him, he deceiveth his own soid. III. The inconsistent 
professor : who more confident of the goodness of his state than 
he who professes to believe in Christ, but who more open to self- 
deoeption? Address — 1. Those who, though pure in their own 
eyes, are not washed ,* 2. Those who, though not pure in their 
own eyes, are really washed from their filthiness.' 

Tluf vnffrateful son. — Some years ago an Irish gentleman, who 
was an extensive contractor on our public works, was reduced 
to poverty by the profligacy and dishonesty of an ungrateful 
son. The old man lost his wife ; and, to add to his calamity, 
his health failed, and to fill up the cup of his sorrow he lost his 



kindness, and too 
proud to regard 
it; much like the 
tops of moun- 
tains, barren, in- 
deed, but yet 
lofty ; they pro- 
duce nothing, 
they feed nobody, 
they clothe no- 
body, yet are 
high and stately, 
and look down 
upon all the 
world about 
them. " —Dr. 
South, 



** Ingratitude la 
a nail which, 
driven into the 
tree of courtesy, 
causes it to 
withor : it is a 
broken channel, 
by which the 
foundations of 
the affections are 
undermined ; 
and a lump of 
soot, which, fall- 
ing into the dish 
of friendship, 
destroys Its scent 
and flavour. " — 
Ba*a. 

h Chambert, 



a Toung men of 
that black cha- 
racter commonly 
herd together, 
and irritate one 
another against 
their parents. 

b La. ZTiii 11. 

e Of some sins 
we are not sen- 
sible, because 
they are ha- 
bitual, wh. very 
circumstance is 
an aggravation 
of theh- guilt. 

V. 12. KErakine, 
i. 326; Dr. J. 
Young, i. 169 ; J. 
Milnrr, ii. 103; 
D. Mwtrt , 1. 

V. 13. 
121. 



J. WcMU, 

d C^inuon^MJL. 

" Early impres- 
sions are not 
easily erased ; the 
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Tirgin wax is 
fainhful to the 
Bign-!t, ao'l snb- 
seq'ient impres- 
siuni seem rather 
to inilent the 
former ones than 
to eradicate 
them."— C'o//on. 
" 'Tii but in- 
Btruction, all I 
Our parent's 
hand vrrites on 
our heart the first 
faint characters, 
which time, re- 
tracing, deepens 
into streng'^h, 
that nothing can 
efbce but death 
or Heaven." — 
Aaron HUl, 



a Onluka^ in the 
In lian, is the 
name of the 
bloodsucker. 

h 8pk. Com. 

c Ret would be 
either to the un- 
natural death ai 
such unnatural 
chil<lren, or to 
the fact that 
they should lie 
nnbaried, men 
being unwilling 
to give them tlie 
respect shown in 
decent burial 

Le XX. 9 ; Pr. xx. 
30. 



V. 16. 



Bp. Aber- 



377 



Dr. 
Ob*. 



T. Hunt, 
146—156. 

"If I had no 
other reason and 
motive for being 
religious, I would 
earnestly strive 
to be so for the 
Bake of my aged 
mother, that I 
might requite 
her care of me, 
an 1 cause the 
widow's heart to 
sing for joy."~ 
Booker. 

Bochart asserts 
that the " two 
daughters " sig- 
nify Hades and 
the grave, which 
are never satis- 
fied. 

dR.T.S. 



sight. Thus poor, friendless, blind, and forsaken, he f oand an 
anylum in the Fnuiklin county almshouse, Pennsylvania. While 
an inmate of this refuge for the afiiicted, his wicked and un- 
' grateful son travelled that waj ; he was informed of his 
' father's situation, and that his parent wished to see him ; and 
although he passed within two hundred yards of the almshouse, 
I he refused to stop and see the kind father he had ruined. Now 
mark the result. The very day he passed the almshouse on his 
way to Gettysburg, in an open carriage, he was overtaken by a 
storm, and took a severe cold that resisted in the destruction of 
his eyes. He lay in Gettysburg in a critical situation until his 
funds were exhausted, and those who had him in charge took 
him to the Franklin county almshouse. The very day he was 
brought in, his father, having died the day before, was carried 
out. He was put in the same room, and occupied the same bed, 
and, in a short time, followed his neglected and heartbroken 
father to the judgment-seat of Christ. 

15—17. (15) horseleeoh, Heb. alukdk.'' The leech fastens 
with the utmost tenacity on the mouths of cattle or legs of 
travellers, and is used as an emblem of the eager desire that 
nothing can satisfy. The precise creature meant by Agur cannot 
be determined, two daughters, "that wh. is characteristic of 
the creature, its voracious appetite, is here represented as its 
daughters."* enough, Heb. wealth, (16) filled with water, 
such earth will take any quantity of rain. (17) eye, chief 
organ for expressing mockery and contempt. ravenSy wh. are 
still found in the ravines and valleys of Syria.' 

JVote on Jtorseleech. — The Heb. alUkdh doubtless signifies some 

species of leech, a creature that for ages has been an emblem of 

rapacity and cruelty. Both the British horseleech (^Hcemoptii 

xanguisuffo) and the medical leech {Sanguisuga medicinalu) 

abound in Syria. Thus of t^e lake Phiala (S.E. of Bajuas = 

Paneas Csesarea) Robinson says, " it supplies the whole country 

with leeches ; which are gathered by men wading in and letting 

the leeches fasten themselves upon their legs." The Heb. 

alukah is from a root = to adhere, and to this day the Arabs caU 

the Limnafis Nilotica "alak." — Dr. Adam Clarke. — ^Tho late 

Dr. Adam Clarke, when but a little boy, one day disobeyed his 

mother, and the disobedience was accompanied with some look 

or gesture that indicated an undervaluing of her authority. This 

was a high afiEront: she immediately took up the Bible, and 

opened on these words (Prov. xxx. 17), which she read and com* 

mented on in a most solemn manner : "The eye that mocketh at 

his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the 

valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it." Hie 

, poor culprit was cut to the heart, beSeving the words had been 

! sent immediately from heaven : he went out into the fields with 

! a troubled spirit, and was musing on this terrible denunciation 

I o^ Divine displeasure, when the hoarse croak of a laven sounded 

; to his conscience an alarm more dreadful than the cry of fire at 

' midnight 1 He looked up. and soon perceived this most ominous 

bird, and actually supposing it to be the raven of which the texs 

spoke, coming to pick out his eyes, he clapped his hands on them, 

■ and with the utmost speed and trepidation ran towards the house, 

I as fait as his alarm and perturbation would admit, that he might 

I escape the impending vengeance I ^ 
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18—20. (18) too wonderfal, beyond my tracing bo as folly' 
to explain, way, or path : in each of the things here men- \ 
tioned no such trace is left as may enable the courBe taken to be ' 
detected. (19) midst, or heart. (20) done no wickedness, ; 
bee. none can point out the signs of the wrong.* 

The four teachers (rr. 18, 19). — ^Many things became to Agur 
the inlets of wise reflection. I. An eagle in l£e air ; that sublime | 
thing, overcoming, walking, on the wings of the wind, sailing , 
through the thunderstorm, living where the lightnings play, : 
able to gaze on the sun. II. A serpent ; that long, cruel creature, ^ 
its coils, its rapid spring, its strange interlocking of vertebne. ■ 
III. Man imitating nature ; the way of a ship, that dead yet ; 
living bird of art and science ; art has nothing more graceful, ; 
more amazingly buoyant and natural. ' IV. More wonderful than ; 
all other, relation of hearts. How two people who never sawj 
each other, meet, and how a lifelong relationship rises, so that i 
if one heart is torn from the other the survivor pines and almost '< 
dies.^ — The way of the eagle. — I. It is heavy, and yet it flies. II. \ 
The air resists it, and yet it flies. III. The resistance helps it, 
and therefore it flies. IV. There are extraordinaiy and Divine 
contrivances to aid it, and therefore it flies.' 

The flight of the eagle. — Great as are the distances which these 
birds sometimes fly, it becomes comprehensible when we know 
that an eagle, as he sweeps freely through the air, traverses a 
space of sixty feet in a second of time. To be able thus rapidly 
to move along is undoubtedly an attribute of power ; but there 
is something far more imposing, far more majestic, in that calm 
onward motion, when, with wings outspread and quite still, the 
mighty bird floats buoyantly in the atmosphere, upheld and borne 
along by the act of mere volition. The length of time he can 
thus remain suspended without a single beat of his broad, 
shadowy pinions, is to me still an inexplicable fact. He will sail 
forward in a perfectly horizontal direction for a distance of more 
than a mile, without the slightest quiver of a feather giving sign 
that the wings are moved. Not less extraordinaiy is the power 
the bird possesses of arresting himself instantaneously at a certain 
spot and dropping through the air with folded wings from a height 
of tliree or four thousand feet. When circling so high up that he 
shows but as a dot, he will suddenly close both wings, and, faU- 
Ing like an aerolite, pass through the intervening space in a few 
seconds of time. With a burst his broad pinions are again un- 
folded, his downward progress is arrested, and he sweeps away 
horizontally, smoothly, and without effort. He has been seen to 
do this when carrying a sheep of twenty pounds' weight in his 
talons ; and from so giddy a height that both the eagle and his 
booty were not larger than a sparrow. It was directly over a 
wall of rock in which the eyrie was built ; and while the speck 
in the clouds was being examined, and doubts entertained as to 
the i>ossibility of ito being the eagle, down he came headlong, 
every instant increasing in size, when, in passing the precipice, 
out flew his mighty wings, the sheep was flung into the nest, and 
on the magnificent creature moved, calmly and unflurried, as a 
barque sails gently down the stream of a river. 

21 — 23. (21) oannot bear, they are things intolerable; ''by 
them the state of nations and the world is turned upside down." 
(22) reignetli, becomes masterful, fool' . . meat, pr those 



a " The soul wh. 
has revolted from 
the h eavenly 
B r i degroom 
thinks that it 
can wash away 
its pollution by 
its own hands, 
and it justifies 
itself in its own 

tDorth. 

b E. Paxton Hood^ 

e Ibid. 

"Beasts, birds, 
and insects, even 
to the minutest 
and meanest of 
their kind, act 
with the unerr- 
ing providence 
of i n st inct; 
man, the while, 
who possesses a 
higher faculty, 
abuses it, and 
therefore goes 
blundering on. 
They, by their 
unconscious and 
unhesitating 
obedience to the 
laws of nature, 
fulfil the end of 
their existence ; 
he, in wilful neg- 
lect of the laws 
of God, loses 
sight of the end 
of his."— Southey. 



" Instinct is that 
power of volition 
or impulse pro- 
duced by the pe- 
culiar nature of 
an animal, which 
prompts it to do 
certain things 
independent of 
all instruction or 
experience and 
without delibera- 
tion, where such 
act is immedi- 
ately connected 
with its own in- 
dividual preser- 
vation, or with 
that of its kind." 
— Maunder. 



a A silly, rude, 

boisterous 

vicionsman. 
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h An ill-natured, 
crou -grained 
woman. 

« Or penuadea 
her mutreas to 
laaye her her 
money. 

«. sa. Dr. T. 
Huniy Ob*. 1&8. 

ProTB.-" The lion 
had need of the 
mouse." -J?njr//*A. 
— "Soon or late, 
the strong needs 
the help of the 
weak."— /'rwicA. 
— « Every ten 
years, one man 
has need of 
another. " — 
Jtaiian. 



a Le. xL B ; Fs. 

clT. 18. 

h Is. zzxiU. 4. 
« CdUb Morris. 

d Dr. Richard 
Newton* 

« Man's instincts 
are elevated and 
ennobled by the 
moral ends and 
purposee of his 
being. He is not 
destined to be the 
elaye of blind 
impulses, a vessel 
purposeless, tm- 
meant He is con- 
stituted by his 
moral and intelli- 
gent will to be 
the first freed 
bdng, tiie mas- 
terwork and the 
«nd of nature; 
but this freedom 
and high office 
«an only co-exist 
with fMlty and 
devotion to the 
flOTvioe of truth 
iand virtue." — 
Matthew Greene. 

^sKirbv. 

''Vain manl to 
be so fond of 
breathing long, 
and spinning out 
a thread of mi- 
eery. The longer 
life, the greater 
choice of evil,"— 
Young, 



who are worthless and yet are prospered and honoured. (23) 
odious, nnlovable : one worthy of hate.^ One who when 
married triumphs insolently over others, heir, ete,^ takes her 
plaoe as a wife.* 

Evils attendant on servants. — 

I follow him to serve my turn upon him : 

We cannot all be masters, nor aU masters 

Cannot be truly followed. You shall mark 

Many a duteous and knee-crooking knave, 

That, doting on his own obsequious bondage, 

Wears out his time, much like his master's ass. 

For nought but provender ; and, when he's old, caahier'd ;— 

Whip me such honest knaves : others there are, 

Who, trlmm'd in forms and visages of duty, 

Keep yet their hearts attending on themselves ; 

And, throwing but shows of service on their lords, 

Do well thrive by them, and, when they have lined their coats, 

Bo themselves homage : these fellows have some soul ; 

And such a one do I profess myself.' 

24 — 28. (24) wise, specially here the wonderful instinct of 
the creatures is ref ened to. Wise here means " quick of wit'' 
(25) ants, ch. vi. 6 — 8. Their collective and organised action 
is very striking, prepare, their foresight is specially noticed. 
This is only true of some kinds of ants. (26) ooniQS,* either field- 
mice or rabbits. *' Jerboas." (27) by bands, in masses, under 
some kind of organisation.* (28) spider . . hands, poss. a 
kind of lizard is meant, one that secretes a venomous exudation 
fr. the feet, and so catches spiders, flies, etc. 

SpiHtnal diligence a source of happiness (vr. 24 — 28). — Let us 
take a general view of the whole passage, and notice the great 
moral truths which it teaches. I. That we ought to act acooid- 
ing to the whole of our nature, — they do so. II. That we ought 
to secure all the happiness of which our nature is susceptible, — 
they do so. 1. God has provided happiness for every nature, and 
for every nature its own happiness ; 2. Man's happiness is to be 
obtained in connection with its own activity ; 3. We ought not 
to be satisfied without obtaining all the happiness which the 
Divine mercy has provided for us.*^ — The spiders example (r. 28). 
— ^I. What things are there about a spider which it is wozth our 
while to imitate? 1. Industry; 2. Perseverance. II. What 
does the spider gain by its industry and perseverance 7 An 
honourable plaoe and an honest living. III. What may we gain 
by industry and perseverance in the use of the means in our 
power? We may gain a more honourable place and a better 
life than that of the spider, and we may gain these for others as 
well as ourselves.' 

Pre)iensory organs of the spider. — Spiders are gifted with the 
faculty of walking against gravity, even upon glass, and in a 
prone position. This is not effected by producing atmospheric 
pressure by the adhesion of suckers, but by a brush, formed of 
slender bristles, fringed on each side with exceeding fine hairs. 
gradually diminishing in lengfth as they approach its ex- 
tremity, where they occur in such profusion as to form a thick 
brush on its interior surface. This is one of the modes by which 
they take hold with their hands, and thus they ascend walls, and 
set their snares in the x>alace as well as the cottage. Whoever 
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examines the uoder side of the last joint or digit of the foot of 
this animal with a common pocket lens, will see that it is 
clothed with a very thick brush, the hairs of which, nnder a 
more powerful magnifier, appear somewhat hooked at the apex ; 
in some species this brush is divided longitudinally, so as to form 
two.' 

29 — 31. (29) gfO well, in moving are majestic or comely : 
have a stately movement. (30) lion, cotnp, his movement with 
that of tiger. (31) greyhound, poss. should be a Jiorse. Lit. 
'* one with loins girded ;" with allusion to stately trappings of 
the war-horse, fing, in his state robes. 

Moffat and the lion. — " At Sitlagole River," says Mr. MofiEat, in 
his Mimonary Labours and Scenes, " about a hundred and sixty 
miles from the Kuruman, we halted in the afternoon, and allowed 
our oxen to graze on a rising bank opposite our waggons, and 
somewhat farther than a gunshot from them. Having but just 
halted, and not having loosened a gun, we were taken by sur- 
prise by two lions rushing out from a neighbouring thicket. 
The oldest one, of enormous size, approadied within ten yards of 
the oxen, and bounding on one of my best, killed him in a 
moment, by sending his great teeth through the vertebne of the 
neck. The younger lion couched at the distance, while the elder 
licked his prey, turning his head occasionally towards the other 
oxen, which had caught his scent and scampered off ; then, with 
his forefeet upon the carcase, he looked and roared at us, who 
were all in a scuffle to loosen our guns and attack his majesty. 
Two of our number, more eag» to frighten than to kill, dis- 
<diarged their muskets ; and probably a ball whistling past his 
ear induced him to retire to the thicket whence he had come, 
leaving us in quiet possee^n of the meat. At Meritsane, the 
bed of another dry river, we had a serenade of desert music, com- 
posed of the treble, counter, and bass voices of jackals, hyenas, 
and lions." 

32^ 33. (32) lay . . mouth, the sign of humiliation.' (33) 
foromgr) or pressing.* 

Qnmt Cavour and Garibaldi, — ^Bixio rose to speak m the name 
of conoord and Italy. He said he was Italian above all things. 
He had faith in Garibaldi ; but he also trusted t^e patriotism of 
Count Cavour. " Qentlemen, I have a beloved family at home. 
Oentlemen, I would willingly give that family and my own 
self to be able to join the hands of these two great men, — bring 
them to forget and forgave. Parties, gentlemen, are ruining us ; 
they disgrace us ; we must forget arid forgive." This blunt but 
heturiy ^oquence went home to every man's soul. After Bizio's 
epeecm, another outbreak would have been impossible.'^ 



Some years since, 
sever^ persons 
. saw a young man 
! approach the 
! river Seine, in 
! Paris, with the 
intention of 
drowning hisdog. 
Having rowed 
into the stream, 
he threw the dog 
into the water. 
The poor crea- 
tm?e attempted to 
dimb up the side 
of the boat, but 
his cruel master 
always pushed 
him back with 
the oars. In doing 
this, he himself 
fell into the 
water, and would 
certainly have 
been drowned, 
had not his faith- 
ful dog instantly 
laid hold of him, 
and kept him 
above water till 
assistancear- 
rived, when his 
life was saved. 
" live SA long as 
you , may, the 
first twenty years 
are the longest 
half of your lif&" 



a Comp. Job xzL 
5, xxix. 9, xL 4. 

b « The Oriental 
mode of churn- 
ing by squeezing 
' and wringing a 
leathern bag or 
bottle that con- 
tains the milk, 
makes more ap- 
parent and vivid 
the meaning of 
this comparison." 
— llMmson. 
c The Timet. 



CHAPTER THE THIBTY-FIRST. 

1 — 8. (1) Lemuel,' prob. a name of King Solomon. (2) 
"What, my son ? the language of emphasis, son . . V0W8, 
one dedicated to God. (3) strength, bodily vigour, wh. is soon 
-wasted by the indulgences of vice, destroyeth, enervates: 
jpludks away the physical and the mental energy. 



a Lemnd means 
to Oody or more 
tvJly, dedicated to 
God. 

« The ways of li- 
centiousness are 
here intended, 
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wh. ndn physio- 
ally and morally 
kings and prinoes | 
who give them- ', 
selres np to; 
t h e m ." — 0. 
ZdckUr, 



a ** Stimulants 
enfeeble reason 
and pervert the 
heart, and do not 
salt rulers, who 
need clear and 
stearly minds, 
and well-govern- 
ed affectioni." — 
FausteL 

b FSL dv. 16. 
e WMteerou. 

Hen's lives 
should be like the 
day. more bean- 
tif ttl in t^e even- 
ing ; or, like the 
summer, aglow 
with promise ; 
and, like the au- 
tumn, rich with 
the golden 
sheaves, where 
good works and 
deeds have ri- 
pened on the 
field. 



aKninedbytheir 
oppressors. 

"To send the in- , 
jured unredress'd [ 
away, how great | 
Boe'er the ^en- 
d e r, and the ! 
wrong'd howe'er 
obscure, is 
wicked, weak, 
and vile, — de- 1 
grades, defiles,] 
and should de- , 
throne a king.' 
Smottet. 

The greatest! 
pleasure of life is 
love; the greatest 
treasure content- j 
ment ; the great- j 
est possession' 
health; the: 
greatest ease 
sleep ; and the ' 
best medicine a i 
true friend. 



Didaetio poetry. — Didactic or gnomic poetry is that which 
delivers moral precepts in elegant and pointed verses, often illus- 
trated by a comparison ezpre^ed or implied, similar to the moral 
sentences and adages of ancient sagfes. The principal specimeiiB 
are the Books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. This kind of poetry 
represents the nearest approach of the i)eople to anything like 
philosophy. It is the form in which the poet oommnnicates 
knowledge to others, and it requires for its development a time 
of peace and tranquillity, such as we find in the age of Solomon.* 

4 — 7. (4) strong drink, reference is made here to drinking 
habits, wh. loosen the self-restraint, and destroy the faculty of 
clear judgment.' *' Strong drink was distilled from barley, or 
honey, or dates.'* (5) pervert, alter, so as to injnre the poor 
suppliant (6) heavy hearts, lit. bitter of soul. The medi- 
cinal use of such stimulants seems to have been recognised. " It 
was a Jewish custom to give a cup of wine to mourners." * 

Fidelity to principle. — An officer in the American army, who 
had some business to transact with General Washington, was in- 
vited to dine with him. Just before dinner was concluded. 
Wa^ington called him by name, and requested him to drink a 
glass of wine with him. " You will have the goodness to excuse 
me, Q^neral," was the reply, " as I have made it a rule not to 
take wine." The eyes of a numerous company, of boHi sexes, 
were instantly turned upon the young officer, and expressions of 
disapprobation appeared on all sides. Washing^ton, observing 
the feelings of his company, thus addressed them: — ** Gentlemen. 

Mr. is right. I do not wish any of my gfuests to partake of 

anything against their inclination, and I certainly do not wish 
t^em to violate any establiBhed principle in Iheir social inter- 
course with me. I honour Mr. » for his frankness, for lu3 

consistency in thus adhering to an established rule which can 
never do him harm, and for the adoption of which, I have no 
doubt, he has good and sufficient reasons." « 

8, 9. (8) appointed, ^(;.,'Zi^. children of bereavement: those 
destined to, or in danger of, the loss of their goods. It is king's 
work to defend and plead for such. Or ref . may be to helples, 
orphaned children. (9) judge righteously, Le. xix. 15 ; De. 
i. 16. 

A jvdge above renentm^nt — In the latter half of the last centuir 
the lord justice clerk of Scotland, who had a fine avenue of treei^ 
leading to his country house, though not growing on ground 
which he could call his own, happened to displease the proprietor, 
who caused all the trees to be cut down. The damage t^ 
irreparable, but his lordship, who was of a mild and amiaBle dl^- 
position, submitted to it in silence. Two or three years after- 
wards, it happened that this laird^s whole estate was pot is 
jeopardy by the next heir-at-law producing a prior will, which. 
though it had long lain dormant, appeared so plain and genQin^" 
that the laird nearly gave up his right ; and abandoned all hop^. 
when he found it must be decided by the man he had so dc^p-f 
injured. The strict integrity of the judge was, however, a snffici^'t:' 
guarantee that justice would be impartially administered. The 
judge, when the cautse came before him, sifted it with irde- 
f atigable industry and zeal for public justice, when he di«»TrrwJ 
the will was a forgery ; and thus, contrary to all expectation, the 
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laiid gained his cause. He then waited on the judge with shame 
and confusion, and acknowledged that he would never have 
recovered the suit had it not been for his lordship, as his own 
counsel had given it up. " You have nothing to thank me for," 
said the judge, *' but my having taken due pains to do you justice. 
This was a duty I owed to myself, and I should have been un- 
worthy of the place I occupy if I suffered any injury done to 
myself to influence me in the administration of justice." ^ 

10 — 12. (10) virtU0Tls,« not merely chaste, but including 
moral strength, uprightness, cultured and noble character, fitness 
for domestic duties, etc. her price, or value, rubies, better, 
pearls. (11) safely trust, this is unusual ; husbands in the 
£. gener^ly trust locks and keys.^ need of spoil,'' better, no 
lack of gain. The results of honest labour being wisely and well 
expended at home, no need arises for unlawful schemes for 
raising money. (12) do him good, in every sense, moral and 
intellectual good, as weU as temporal. She fears to do anything 
that may turn to his prejudice. 

Schools of industiy (v. 10). — ^The description here given of a 
queen is but ill suited to the refinements of the present age. 
Consider it with a view to the lower classes. I. The character of 
a virtuous woman. She is described by — 1. Her industry; 2. 
Her prudence ; 3. Her piety. II. It is not easy to estimate the 
worth of such a character, for she is — ^I. An ornament to her 
sex ; 2. A blessing to her family ; 3. A comfort to all around 
her. III. The tendency of this institution to increase their 
number. 1. It is rare we find among the poor a combination of 
the qualities insisted upon ; 2. A school of industry a boon to 
the rising race. lY. Consider some objections. 1. Among the 
rich — some think it better that the poor should be kept in igno- 
rance, others that persons hiay be wanted for agricultural work ; 
2. Among the poor — ^they are unwilling to forego the immediate 
earnings of their children.^* 

Occupation. — ^People may tell you of your being unfit for some 
peculiar occupations in Hfe ; but heed them not. Whatever 
employ you follow with perseverance and assiduity will be found 
fit for you ; it will be your support in youth, and your comfort in 
age. In learning the useful part of any profession, very mode- 
rate abilities will suffice — great abilities are generally injurious to 
the possessors. Life has been compared to a race ; but the allu- 
sion still improves by observing that the most swift are ever the 
most apt to stray from the course.' 

13, 14. (13) wool and flax, *-in Sidon, at this day, a 
majority of the women are thus working in raw silk and cotton, 
instead of wool and flax. The produce is sold to merchants who 
come from afar."« with her hands,^ so we are taught that 
handicraft is not unworthy of princesses. "The most distin- 
gnished queens of the ancient time excelled in the art of 
spinning."' (14) food from afar, either by selling to foreign 
merchants, or by carefully finding out the best markets, though 
they may be distant ones. Comp. v. 24. 

The royal merchant (v. 14). — ^I. The merchant is a profitable 
ship, to teach a wife in all tilings to endeavour her husband's 
profit. II. The merchant is a painful ship, and she must be a 
painful wife. m. He is the merchant, she the ship, she must . 

VOL. VII. O.T. T ' 



«<Theiiijiistioeof 
I men subserves 

the justice cf 

God, and often 
I His mercy. " — 
I Madame Swetch- 

ine. 

b Percy Anee, 



Pr. xlL 4. 

b " The husband, 
in nine cases out 
of every ten, does 
not feel very con- 
fident that 'she 
will do him good 
and not evil,' and 
therefore he sets 
a jealous watch 
over her, and 
places every 
valuable article 
under lock and 
key. This is 
mainly owing to 
two things, bad 
education and 
want of love." — 
nomsan. 

c "A strong ex- 
pression to de- 
scribe the rich 
profit to which 
the co-operation 
of the efficient 
wife helps her 
husband's ac- 
tivity in his oc- 
cupation."— 6. 
ZSckler. 

1 Cor. vii 34. 

T. 10. /. Colby, 
Wedding Ser. 61. 

d C. Simeon, M.A, 

e Ooldimith. 



a Thomson. 

b Lit. "And la- 
boureth with her 
hand's pleasure," 
or, "and labour- 
eth in the busi- 
ness of her 
hands." 

c Bushnell. 

It is reported of 
Augustus him- 
self, at the height 
of the Boman 
splendour, that 
he wore a robe 



990 



fMUTEMBA 



lGsp.xzzL15-aO. 



UmlvIiTlikhis 

wife. 

•«.10-S8Jfe27(nii|r, 
AMn. PrmdL U. 

395. 

d R. Wtatauon, 
Freaohed before 
the king's ma- 
jesty at tbe nup- 
tials of an hon- 
oarabla lord and 
bis lady. 

« "Stn does this 
irltb what she 
can span oat of 
tbe gains of her 
ownlioiixsewifezy. 
lien shoold not 
lay oat anything 
tzpon snperflni- 
ties, tin, by the 
blessing of God 
up on their in- 
dns^py , they haTe 
got beforeband, 
andean afford it: 
and then the 
finiit of tbe vine- 
yard is likely to 
be donbly sweet, 
when it is the 
trait of honest 
indnstiy."— Ifo/. 
Senry, 

w.lO— 81, Dr. J. 
For4stce, i 207. 

**- have observed 
among all na- 
tions that the 
women ornament 
themselves more 
than the men." 
— Ledyard. 

b Dr, Barrow, 



a The idea of thin 
«. may lae that, 
estimating the 
value of her mer- 
chandise, she 
takes care to 
watch over it 
well daring the 
darkness of the 
Bight. 

5 « The disfcaflC 
was held in one 
hand, or under 
one arm, and the 
spindle, hanging 
by ihe thread, 
was occasionally 



oondnde she was inade for him. IV. She is like a meroha&t's 
ship, i^t is, a friendly fellow asid peaceable eompaBJon, not a 
maa-of -war to him.' 

JPkut, — Cotton, though it appears to have been known to the 
Egyptians, and is largely cultivated by the modem inhabLtants 
of Palestine, does not seem to have been used by the Hebrews of 
Old Testament times. Flax was eztensively grown both in 
Egypt and Palestine, and is one of the most ancient articles of 
manufacture recorded in sacred history. We learn from Josh ii. 
6 tliat the stalks of flax were laid upon the housetops to diy ; they 
were then peeled or split into fibres, aud the tow separated fzom 
them l^ a comb. 

15—17. (15) riseth . . night, in the £. the industrious sie 
usually very early risers. In hot countries early momiag is the 
best time for work, meat, or rations of food, portion, or 
allotment of work. If ihe wife had to start them forth into the 
fields, she would need to arrange the work and food for each. 
Doing this early prevented the servants wasting their time. 
(16) buyeth it, by the produce of her own labour she even 
adds to the property of the family, vineyard, she plants vines 
in this field she buys.* (17) girtieth, etc., the girdle being an 
important article of dress, and especially tightened in prepara- 
tion for work. 

An old proverb verified (vv, 15 — ^17). — " Early to bed," etc. We 
have here — ^I. An early riser. 1. This good for body and mind ; 
2. A corrective of lazy and luxurious habits ; 3. fioose in oider 
for early meals, work, and worship. II. A careful housewife. 
If the mistress rises late waste comes of servants hoping them- 
selves, or they imitate her example of idleness. III. She is a 
thoughtful bargainer — considers before she buys. IV. She en- 
joys good health, in great measure the result of good habits and 
thoughtfulness, as she promotes early rising, clftanliueaB, in- 
dustry, and economy. 

Indwtry. — Industry doth not consist merely in aotkm, for that 
is incessant in aU persons ; our mind being like a ship in the sea, 
if not steered to some good purpose by reason, yet tossed by tftie 
waves of fancy, or dnven by the winds of temptation some- 
whither ; but tilie direction of our mind to some good end, with- 
out roving or flinching, in a straight and steady course, drawing 
after it our active powers in execution thereof, doth constitute 
industry.* 

18 — 20. (18) perceiveth, tastes, discerns, finds out that it is 
good thus to labour and sell the produce of her labour, and so 
finds new incentives, oandle . . night, Thompson says that in 
the E. the very poorest people even keep a lijgrht buzning' all 
through the night, i^ fear of night-dangers.^* (19) distaff, re- 
ferred to in V. 13.* Lit. the whorl, or wheeL (20) Btretoheth 
. . hand, her open ^.aJm. Her hollow or bent hand, hnMing 
some gift.' 

My lady hotmti/ul (v. 2^). — I. She has a eympathising 
thinks of the poor. II. She has discriminadng 
guishing between the deserving x>oor and others. HI. She has 
Hberal hands. IV. She has a sSf -denying benevolenoe ; it ia for 
this, in part, that she is industrious, ete. 

An Amerioan lady.—Thib late Bev. Mr. Rodg«BS, of Amezic^ 
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often related aneodotes conoeming the unexpected zepnlscB and 
the agreeable surprises which occurred in the course of the ez- 
cnrsions he made to solicit aid to charitable objects. One of the 
latter class may serve as a specimen. Mr. Eodgers, attended by 
an officer of the church, called one znoming at the house of an 
excellent woman, a widow, who had recently lost by death a 
pious and beloved daughter. As her circumstances were narrow, 
little was expected firom her. Indeed they called upon her 
chiefly to testify their respect, and to avoid the imputation of 
either forgetting her person or despising her mite. To their 
great surprise, however, when their errand was made known, 
&e presented to them, with much promptness and cordiality, a 
sum which, for her, was very large — so large, indeed, that they 
felt and expressed some scruples about accepting it. She put an 
end to the difficulty by saying, with much decision, ** You must 
take it all : I had laid it up as a portion for my daughter ; and I 
am determined that He who has my daughter shaU have her 
portion too." '' 

21—23. (21) snow, the indication of cold weather, for wh. 
clothing should be adapted, scarlet, the warm colour, put here 
for warm clothing. (22) silk," better, fine linen^ the hysmts of 
Egypt. (23) known, Le. observed, as a singularly weU-cared-for 
man. *' The husband of such a wife is distinguished among his 
compeers by a costume clean, whole, and handsome, and a 
countenance contented and happy." * 

Pnidenee and taste {vv. 21, 22). — I. She anticipates the 
changing seasons by appropriate preparations, provides seasonable 
clothing. II. She affects the beautiful as well as the useful ; the 
beautiful and the good are united in her thoughts and toils. 
III. She is known through her husband, by his happy deport- 
ment, appearance, and unruffled temper ; his wisdom receives 
strength from her. lY. Such a woman will be wise in her choice 
of a husband. Note : — ^This may be applied to the Church and 
Christ, "The bride, the Lamb's wife." 

Silik for one year's spinning. — ^The city of Lyons consumes 
annually two mulion pounds of spun silk. Four cocoons and a 
fraction are necessary to produce a gramme (the five-hundredth 
part of a pound) ; consequently, the consumption of Lyons alone 
requires 4,200,000,000 cocoons : the length of silk thread in each 
being about 500 metres, the total is equal to 2,100,000 millions of 
metres ; which is fourteen times the distance of the earth from 
the sun, or 5,494 times that of the moon from the earth. That 
length would encircle the globe at the equator 52,505 times, or 
reach 200,000 times round the moon. 

24 — ^26. (24) fine linen, the word used here indicates not 
the material, but the made-up garments.' Lit. a wide robe. 
mercliant, lit. Canaanite, or the Phcenician merchant. (25) 
rejoice, etc., some render, She lavglieth at the future, in relitmce 
on her stores and her skill. The evil day finds her provided for. 
(26) openeth . . wisdom, her conversation is sensible, law of 
kindness,^ she rules, but with due consideration and tenderness. 
^' She was too rich in love for envies, too noble for jealousies, too 
confiding for suspiciona, too truthful for falsehood, too good for 
ficajidal." 

jL good fcife^ 8 future joy (v. 25). — ^I. The pixyviBion for thig joy : 

t2 



hit and twirled 
by the other. The 
weaving process 
was eq^ly rude 
and simple." — 
BuihneU. 

c " The indttstry 
is not selfish, but 
bears the fruit of 
an open-handed 
charity." — 8pk. 
Com. 

dILT.S. 

"If thouwouldst 
please the ladies, 
thou must en- 
deavour to make 
them pleased 
with them- 
selves." — Fuller. 



a ** Scarlet, pur- 
ple, tapestry, and 
embroidery are 
still the favourite 
colours and pat- 
terns of Oriental 
taBte."-Thonuon. 

b " 'Tis meet for 
thee to sit among 
the princes, and 
hold thy council, 
with thy body 
clad in raiment 
fair and dean."— • 
Homer. 

Pr. xii. 4. 

" Of women it 
has always been 
known that no 
censure wounds 
so deeply, or that 
they resent so 
long, as epeaking 
against their per- 
sons or their 
dre8S."-2>r. Johti- 
son. 



alsa. ilLSS. 

6 " Her wisdom 
and kindness to- 
gethw put a com- 
manding power 
into all she says ; 
they command 
respect ; they 
command com- 
pliance." — Mat, 
Henry. 

1 Ti. ii. 8— 10; 1 
Pe.iii.3,4. 
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w. 26, 27. IT. 
Gahan, 263. 
Prover bg. — 
"There are only 
two good women 
in the world : 
one of them is 
dead, and the 
other is not to 
be found. One 
hair of a woman 
draws more than 
a bell-rope." — 
German. "A wo- 
man's counsel is 
no great tiling; 
but he who does 
not take it is a 
fooL Women, 
wind, and for- 
tune soon 
change." — Span- 
ish. "Women 
are wise off- 
hand, and fools 
on reflection. 
Whatever a wo- 
man wills she 
can. " — Italian. 
" What a woman 
wills, God wills." 
^French. ♦' A 
woman's tongue 
is her sword, and 
she does not let 
itrust."-CA<n«jtf. 
e Dr. Todd. 



9. 28. i/. Henrtft 
AfUc. Wks. 
vv. 28—31. /. B. 
MassiUon, xiv. 
231. 

V. 29. W. Cromp- 
ion. Wed. Sers. 
225 ; Abbe Camba- 
ceres, ilL 393. 
a J. Durrani. 
" A lamp is lit in 
woman's eye, 
that souls else 
lost on earth re- 
member angels 
hj."'-y.P.WUlu. 
"A. woman moved 
is like a fountain 
troubled, muddy, 
ill-seeming, and 
bereft of beauty." 
— Shakespeare. 
Bev. A. Atwood, 
of Philadelphia, 
£aid that wo- 
man's qualities 
shone with a 
glorious brigbt- 
jiessin the hour 
of mankind's 
ftfiUotion and 
sickness. She is 
the nurse of the 
world. 



her character, habits. 11. The subject of this joy : her home, 
children, husband, prosperity. III. The nature of it : her children, 
etc. Verse 28. The joy of rest and reward in advanced life, the 
favour of God, joy in anticipation of the future life. — A god 
womaiCB tongve (v. 26). — It is marked by — I. Wisdom : she does 
not prate of things beyond her sphere ; has good advice for her 
daughter and her husband. II. Kindness : she is no scold, or 
loud-voiced woman ; her words are full of tenderness, lore, truth, 
cheerful piety. 

The inei)wry of a praying mctlier clierisJied. — ^A short time since, 
just at sunset on a summer's day, I went to the grave of a dear 
sister of mine. Her two little boys went with me. "When we 
had arrived there, I saw four little rose bushes standing, two ai 
the head and two at the foot of the grave, bending over as if to 
meet and hang over the grave. " That is her grave, — our mothers 
grave," said one of the boys. '' And those rose bushes ? ' eaid 1, 
as the tears started in my eyes. ''Those," said the eldest 
" brother, and I, and father set soon after ehe was laid there. 
Those two at the head she planted in the garden herself, and we 
took them up and set them there, and call them 'Mother's 
bushes.* " " And what do you remember about your dear mother. 
my boys?" "Oh, everything." "What in particular?" "OK 
tbls, unde, that there never was a day since I can remember that 
she did not take us to her closet and pray with us, unless she was 
sick on the bed." Never did that sister seem so dear to me as as 
that moment, and never did my heart feel so full a hope in the 
words which were engraved on the tombstone, — 

" No mortal woes 
Can reach the peaceful sleeper here. 
While angels watch her soft repose."* 

27—29. (27) bread of idleness, leaving others to do her 
du^. (28) blessed, bee. of her earnest labours on their behalf. 
and because of her gracious influence upon them. (29) thoo. 
the ideal person described. Or this may be the exclamation of 
the grateful, trustful husband. 

A word to mothers (v. 28). — Direct the attention of mothers to- 
I. The duties of the maternal relation. II. Maternal advantaf!:«& 
III. The encouragement which mothers have to believe thai 
their children will rise up to call them blessed.* 

Good daughters. — In the year 1773, Peter Burrell, ^.. ^ 
Beckenham, in Kent, whose health was rapidly declining, wai 
advised by his physicians to go to Spa for the recovery of hil 
health. His daughters feared that those who had only motiTci 
entirely mercenary would not pay him that attention which i* 
might expect from those who, from duty and affection uniuu 
would feel the greatest pleasure in ministering to his ease a:>i 
comfort; they, therefore, resolved to accompany him. Th-.^ 
proved that it was not a spirit of dissipation and gaiety that h' 
them to Spa, for they were not to be seen in any of the gaj &>- 
fashionable drdes ; they were never out of their father's cfo- 
pany, and never stirred from home, except to attend him, eit' 
to take the air or drink the waters ; in a word, they lived a nr 
recluse life in the midst of a town then the resort of the ict 
illustrious and fashionable personages of Europe. Tbifl exempUr 
attention to their father procured these three amiable aisteis *i* 
admiration of all the English at Spa, and was the caaae of '^i^ 
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elevatioii to that rank in life to which their merits gave them so 
just a title. They were all married to noblemen : one to the Earl 
of Beverley ; another to the Duke of Hamilton, and afterwards 
to the Marquis of Exeter; and a third to the Duke of Nor- 
thumberland. And it is justice to them to say, that they reflected 
honour on their railk, rather than derived any from it.^ 

30, 31. (30) favour, grace of person, deoeitfal, it may be 
put on to hide really unworthy character, beauty, of counte- 
nance, vain, bee. not lasting. It passes with the advancing 
years, and sad is that woman's lot who has only her beauty to 
depend upon, feareth the Lord, regarded as the root of piety.** 
** The fear of the Lord is the condition of all womanly as well as 
manly excellence." (31) fruit . . hands, which is the praise 
due to a skilful, diligent, and faithful wife. 

Feminine beauty (v. 30). — I. It is attractive while it lasts. II. 
With some it lasts to old age ; the beauty of such women then. 
III. The thoughtless have eyes for physical beauty only. IV. 
Beauty often provokes vanity, and is vain to charm the minds of 
others who at length discover nothing beneath it. Y. Seek that 
beauty that comes of piety, beauty of heart, and mind, and life, 
these really promote beau^ of person. 

Beauty. — Hearing a young lady highly praised for her beauty, 
Grotthold asked, *^ What kind of beauty do you mean ? Merely 
that of the body, or that also of the mind ? I see well that you 
have been looMng no further than the sigfn which nature dis- 
plays outside the house, but have never asked for the host who 
dwells within. Beauty is an excellent gift of God, nor has the 
pen of the Holy Spirit forgotten to speak its praise ; but it is 
virtuous and godly beauty alone which Scripture honours, ex- 
jyressly declaring, on the other hand, that a fair woman which is 
without discretion is as a jewel of gold in a swine's snout (Prov. xi. 
22). Many a pretty girl is like the flower called the imperial 
crown, which is admired, no doubt, for its showy appearance, 
but despised for its unpleasant odour. Were her mind as free 
from pride, selfishness, luxury, and levity, as her countenance 
from spots and wrinkles, and could she govern her inward incli- 
nations as she does her external carriage, she would have none 
to match her. But who loves the caterpillar and such insects, 
however showy their appearance, and bright and variegated the 
colours that adorn them, seeing they injure and defile the trees 
and plants on which they settle ? What the better is an apple 
for its rosy skin, if the maggot have penetrated and devoured its 
heart ? What care I for the beautif id brown of the nut, if it be 
worm-eaten, and fill the mouth with corruption? Even so ex- 
ternal beauty of person deserves no praise, unless matched with 
the inward beauty of virtue and holiness. It is therefore far 
better to acquire beauty than to be bom with it. The best kind 
is that which does not wither at the touch of fever, like a flower, 
but lasts and endures on a bed of sickness, in old age, and even 
unto death." — Different ideas of beauty. — ^What different ideas 
are formed in different nations concerning the beauty of the 
human shape and countenance I A fair complexion is a shocking 
deformity on the Guinea coast ; thick lips and a flat nose are a 
beauty. In some nations, long ears that hang down upon the 
fhoulders are the objects of universal admiration. In China, if a 
jady's foot is so large as to be fit to walk upon, she is regarded as 



h Dr. Cheever, 



a "Afl an impe- 
rishable and 
therefore really 
praiseworthy 
poBsession, there 
is contrasted 
with favour and 
beauty the dispo- 
sition to fear 
God."-0. Zdckler. 

"That love wh. 
is cemented by 
youth and 
beauty, when 
these moulder 
and decay, as 
soon they do, 
fades too. But 
if husbands and 
wives are each 
reconciled unto 
God in Christ, 
and so heirs of 
life and one with 
God, then are 
they truly one in 
Qod, each with 
the other, and 
that is the surest 
and sweetest 
union that can 
be. " — Archbishop 
Leighton. 

A woman dis- 
tinguished for 
her modesty, 
meelmess, and 
prudence, and 
other virtues, will 
engage affection 
and respect when 
other a c c o m- 
plishments fade 
and decline. 

«. 30. Dr. A. Lit- 
tleton, 60 ; Dr. 
Cotton Mather, 
Ornaments for 
the Daus, ofZion; 
Dr. T. Lelandj ii. 
267 ; R. Warner, 
ii.376; D.Oibson, 
333. 



t». 31. 
216. 



J. JPennt 



"The devil fish- 
eth best for souls 
of men when his 
hook is baited 
with a lovely 
limb: love lights 
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and straight we 
fed more worlds 
of wealth gleam 
\a. an upturned 
eye than in the 
lich heart of the 
misereea. Beauty 
hath made our 
sreateit 
hoods 

bamUh. 

*' Fragrant the 
rose, out toon it 
fades away; the 
▼iolet sweet, but 
quickly will de- 
oaj; the lily fair a 
transieitt beauty 
wears; and the 
white snow soon 
weeps away in 
tears :suGh is the 
bloom of beauty, 
erupt by time, 
full soon it fades, 
and withers in 
Its prlmeL*' — 
ITuoerUtu, 

c £tntt'son, 

dLtUKabnet, 

" A faoa that 
should content 
me wondrous 
well, should not 
befair,butloTely 
to behold : (rf 
lively look, all 
grief for to repel 
with right good 
grace, so wocdd I 
that it should 
q;)eak without 
word, such words 
as none can ten.** 
—Sir T ho mat 
Wyatt. 

eSpeneer. 



a monster of ngliness. Some of the sarage nations in Korth 
America tie four boards roxmd the heads of their children, and 
thns Bqneeace them, while the bones are tender and gristly, into a 
form tiliat is almoet perfectly square. Europeans are astonished 
at the absord barbarity of this practice, to which some miflsionaries 
have imputed the singiilar stapidity of those nations among 
whom it prerails ; bnt when they condemn those savages, they 
do not reflect that the ladies in England had, till within these 
yery few years, been endeavonring for near a century past to 
squeese the beautif nl roundness of their natural shapes into a 
square form of the same kind.^ — Beaiity and rirtns. — ^The problem 
of restoring to the most orig^inal internal beauty is solved l^ the 
redemption of the souL iSe ruin, or the blai:^ that we see in 
nature is in our own eye. The axis of vision is not coincident 
with the axis of things, and so they appear not transparent, but 
opaque. The reason why the world lacks tmity is, 4Jiat num. is 
disunited himself. A life in harmony with nature, the love of 
truth and virtue, will purge the eyes to understand her text, so 
that the world shall be to us an open book, and every foim 
significant of its hidden life and final cause.<^ — Dangers of beavty. 
— ^Beauty is a dangerous property, tending to corrupt the mind 
of the wife, though it soon loses its influence over the husband. 
A figure agreeable and engaging, which inspires affection withoot 
the ebriety of love, is a mudi safer choice. The graces lose not 
their influence like beauty. At the end of thirty years, avirtaonB 
woman, who makes an agreeable companion, charms her husband 
more than at first. The comparison of love to fire holds good in 
<me respect, that the fiercer it bums the sooner it is extinguished.' 

Compasnon/or maligned beauty. — 

Nought is there under heaven's wide hollowness 

That moves more dear compassion of the mind 
Than beauty brought to unworthy wretchedness. 

Through envy's snares, or fortune's freaks nnkind. 
I, whether lately through her brightness blind. 

Or through allegiance and fast fealty 
Which I do owe unto all womankind. 

Feel my heart pierced with so great agony 
When sudi I see, that all for pity I could die.« 



THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES. 



fntrobtijrfioit^ 



Title. Heb, Eoheleth ; Gk, Ecclesiastes, whicli in English is equivalent to 
" The Preacher." The Hebrew title is from the initial word of the book. 
Author. Uncertain. Solomon {Home, Angus), Isaiah {Rahhi Ximchi), YLsud- 
kiah {Talmwlistg)f composed by order of Zerubbabel for his eon Abihnd 
(Grotius), written after the Babylonian captivity (Jahn), or abont the time of 
Antiochus Epiphanes (Zirkeiy It is to be noted that — (1) It is fnller of 
Aramaic or Chaldee words than Provs. or Pss., or writings of times of the 
monarchy. (2) That the word for the Divine Name is not Jehovah, but 
Elohim. (3) It describes a decay of the social and political state that seems 
not to belong to the time of David, or Solomon. (4) Its tone of scepticism 
does not agree with the devoutness of David and Solomon. These points have, 
however, been controverted. But, on the whole, then, while it must be 
admitted that the verdict of nearly all recent criticism is against the Solomonic 
authorship of the book, it must be said that no satisfactory theory has yet 
been submitted in its place, and that after all we must say of it, as of the 
Book of Job — ^in some respects ibhe most like it, and the most unlike, among 
the books of the Old Testament, — as Origen said of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
" Who wrote it, God only knows " {Pluniptre). Scope. " Be godly, and oon- 
oeming everytiiing else be tranquil" {Imther), "The great design of this 
book is evidently to show the utter insufficiency of all earthly pursuits and 
objects, as the chief end of life, to confer solid happiness, and then to draw 
men off from apparent good to the only real and permanent good — the fear of 
God and communion with Him. ' Vanity of vanities, all is vanity,' is its fiist 
lesson ; ' Fear God and keep His commandments,' is its last " {Angus). "It 
is a penitential discourse, and in it the writer endeavours from sad ezpeiienoe 
to show the vanity of all earthly pursuits, and the insufficiency of earthly en- 
joyment. The doctrine of a futiure retribution forms the great basis of this 
book, and practical religion is its leading truth " {Pinnock). (See also The 
Quest of the Chief Good, by the Bev, S, Cox.) Style. " Bp. Lowth has classed 
this book among the didactic poetry of the Hebrews ; but Mr. Des Yoeux 
considers it as a philosophical discourse written in a rhetorical style, and inter- 
spersed with verses, which are introduced as occasion served; whence it 
obtained a place among the poetical books. To this opinion Bp. Lowth subse- 
quently declared his assent" {Home), "By the Jews it was not reckoned 
one of the poetical books, and indeed the whole, except iii. 2 — 8, vii. 1 — U, 
xi. 17, xii. 7, is written in prose " {Angus). Canonioity. " The canonicity of 
Eccles. is recognised by the early Christian writers, and though the book is not 
formally quoted by our Lord or His Apostles, there are several references to it 
in the New Testament. It is to be noted l^at in Ecclesiastes wisdom is used 
in the sense of science, or sagacity ; in Proverbs it is identical with piety. It 
is a strange proof of the depravity of our nature that modem infidels- 
Frederick the Great, Voltaire, and others — ^have warmly praised those parts of 
Ecclesiastes in whidi Solomon records the false principles which his folly had 
for the moment led him to maintiain. The true wisdom of the book they 
entirely disregard " {Angus), 



Si^naph. 



According to Mr. Holden. Adopted by Home. 
Part I.— THE VANITY OF EARTHLY 
CONDITIONS, OCCUPATIONS, 
AND PLEASUEES. 

Sect. 1. Vanity of earthly things i. 3. 

Bed, 2. Labour unprofitable, life transitory 

I. 3—11. 
Sea. 3. Vanity of laborious study, .i. 12—18. 
&c/. 4. Luxury and pleasure vanity ti. 1 — 11. 
Sect. 5. Human learning butTsmity iL 12—17. 
Sect. 6. Human labour vanity . . . .tL 18—23. 
Sect. 7. Sensual enjoyments empty ii 24—26. 

SeeL 8. A time for all things iii 1—14. 

Sect. 9. Vanity of human pursuits iii. 15 — 17. 

Sect. 10. Life and death iii. 18—22. 

Sect, 11. Vanity increased by oppression 

iv. 1—3. 

Sed. 12. Vanity of prosperity iv. 4. 

SeeL 13. Vanity of folly iv. 6, 6. 

Sect. 14. Vanity of covetousness . . . .iv. 7, 8. 
Sect. 15. Dominion and empire vanity 

iv. 9—16. 
Sect. 16. Divine worship may be vain v. 1 — 7. 
Sect. 17. Murmuring at injustice vain v. 8, 9. 

Sect. 18. Vanity of riches v. 10—20. 

Sect. 19. Vanity of avarice vi. 1—9. 



Part II.— THE NATURE, EXCELLENCE, 
AND BENEFICIAL EFFECTS OP 
WISDOM OR RELIGION. 

Sect. 20. What is the chief good . . vi 10—12. 

Sect. 21. The praise of character vii 1. 

Sect. 22. Benefits of affliction . . . .viL 2—10. 
Sect. 23. The excellence of wisdom vii. 11—14 
Sect, 24. An objection and the answer vii 15 — 

vm. 7. 
Sect. 25. Wickedness and wisdom. . viii. 8—13. 
Sect. 26. An objection and the answer 

viiL 14— ix. 1. 
Sect. 27. An objection and the answer ix. 2— 

X. 17. 

Sect. 28. Banefulness of sloth x. 18. 

Sect. 29. The power of wealth x. 19. 

Sect. 30. Speaking evil of dignities ... .x. 20. 
SKt. 31. Charity uid benevolence. .xL 1 — 10. 

Sect.Z2. Earlypiety xii. 1— 7. 

Sect. 33. The conclusion xii 8—14. 



Additional note on the authorship of this booh. — ^If it is the production of 
Solomon, it presents an interesting and instructive picture of that monarch's 
return to a better mind, when, at the close of life, he took a retrospect of his 
past career. The general design of the author is to set forth the nothingness 
of earthly pursuits and enjoyments, and to recommend the acquisition of 
heavenly wisdom. From the commencement to vi. 9, the former theme is 
enlarged upon, the writer reviewing the various conditions and objects of 
human life, and showing that " aU is vanity." From vi. 10 to the end, the 
excellence of wisdom is exhibited. The sum and crowning lesson of the whole 
being, '* Fear God and keep His commandments " (^Litton), 
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a <'It describes 
a person in the 
act of calling 
together an as- 
aembly of people 
as if with the 
intention of ad- 
dressing then. 
The word thus 
understood refers 
us to the action 
of wisdom per- 
son i fl e d, de- 
scribed in Pr. L 
2U, viii. 8, etc." 
— ^*. Com. 

i'^The theme of 
Ecolesiasteslsthe 
Tanity of all 
earthly things 
apart from God." 
— Wordtteorth, 

e YTQim a word 
signifying to 
hang over, over- 
flow, remain over 
and above. 

d "SoL writes 
with this design, 
that we may not 
dote upon this 
life, wh. is under 
the sun, but may 
earnestly desire 
that life wh. is 
not blighted by 
that vanity wh. 
is under the sun, 
but is enlight- 
ened by that 
truth wh. came 
from Him who 
made the sun."— 
^. Augustine. 

Fs. zxxlx. 6, 6, 
n, Ixii. 9, cxliv. 
4;Eo.Tltt.20,21. 

9. 8. BouMftf xvi* 
194; E. Erakine, 
L 296; Bertfutau, 
il 207 ; a. J. Zol- 
likqfer, it 452; 
JS. Deniaon^ Univ. 
<&r.2»; Ep.ConV' 
heare, ii. 481. 

t Stems and Twigs. 
/JDr.J.HamUton. 



CHAPTER THE FIRST 

1 — 3. (1) preaoher, Heb. hohelethy fem. nonn fr. hddly to 
call ; BO signifying axi lusembler. or convener.' DonbUesB a 
Bjrmbolical name for Solomon, in Jernsalem, the place of his 
royal residence, and the centre of bis ]dngd<«L (2) vanity, 
Heb. lUbely found thirty-seven times in tlus book. That wh. 
fails to satisfy, vanity of vanities,^ Heb. idiom for the veiy 
highest deffxee of vanity. Gomp. " holy of hdies/' " song of 
songs." au, all sorts, every earthly thing. Things are all vain 
and unsatisfying when made the end ami not tihe meanfl. (3) 
profit,' or what is the good of all man's toil ? Get what he 
may it does not satisfy him. under the STin, a fig. way of 
saying, in this present life.<* 

Vanity (v. 2). — I. This estimate was made by a oompetent 
judge. II. Given in unqualified terms. UL Abundaauy en- 
dorsed by the historical Scriptuze. IT. Assented to by all who 
have finished their course.' 

Worldlypleasnre untat^fying, — Lord ChegterJUiUL — ^The most 
polished Englishman of the last oentury was Philip Donner 
Stanhope, the fourth earl of Chesterfield. High-born and well- 
bred, clever, eloquent, and witty, and endowed with a laige 
amount of natural amenity, he was bent on distinction. To 
dazzle his contemporaries was the business of his life. He was 
a man who made his own model. From the speeches of Cicero, 
from the epigrams of Martial, from the saloons of Paris and 
Versailles, he gleaned the several ingredients of classic grace and 
modem refinement, and sought to combine them in the courtier, 
the statesman, and the orator. He had no God. In the shrine 
where the Most High should be, there was a dim outline which 
looked very like a colossal Stanhope carrying a young GSiesterfidd 
in its arms ; but, unless this mixture of i^lf-idols£ry and son- 
worship deserve tiie name, there was no religion in the man. He 
had his reward. At a levee, or in a drawing-room, he moved 
" the admired of all admirers." Few made such formidable 
speeches in Parliament. None uttered so many brilliant sayings 
in society. He got ribbons, plaudits, diplomatic appointments, 
the smiles of the fair, the envy of his peers ; everything except 
true human affection — everything except the ajq^oobation of 
Grod. Should any one wish to repeat the man the mould is still 
extant. It will be found in Lord Chesterfield's Letten to kit 
Son — a book of whic^ our great moralist said, in. effect, that 
'' it inculcates the morals of the profligate with the maimerB of a 
dancing-master." But before t^ing more trouble it is well to 
know Sie result. At the close he confessed that his life had 
been as joyless as it had been selfish and hollow. ^ 1 have le- 
cently read Solomon with a kind of eympathetio feeing. I haTV 
been as wicked and aa vain, though not as wise aa he ; but nov 
I am old enough to feel the truth of his reflection, 'AH is vani^ 
and vexation of spirit.' " Bepartees sparkled on his dying lips, 
but all was dreary within, all was darkness ahead. The faiaid 
for which he lived expired before himself ; and now truth de- 
clines to write his epitaph, and virtue has no garlands for his 
grave./ 
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4 — 7. (4) generation, the people on the earth are euppoied 
to be* changed about every twenty-five to thirty yean. So man 
does not stay on earth long enough to enjoy the fruitage of hie 
labooTB. earth . . ever,« it is not absolutely permanent, but its 
continuanoe oontrasts with the changing races on it. The term 
"ever" is used in Scripture as a figure, and a comparison. (5) 
sun, etc., it makes no real progress, only repeats the same routine 
day after day. haateth, ^i?fr. panteth.^ The Psalmist evidently 
had no idea of the circular form and movement of the earth. 
(6) whirleth, etc., blowing from diffetent quarters, yet settling 
at last to the prevailing N. or S.' oironits, or veerings. The 
word is not used in the modem sdentiflo sense. (7) not ftdl, 
bee. the watcffs are drawn up as cloudS| and sent back to refresh 
the earth.' 

Qmtroit between the duration of earth a/nd the life ef man (v. 4). 
— Note some things that verify the greatness of the oontnuit. 
I. History, — which would not be but for those who have passed 
away ; 2. Burial grounds, — ^yet nature around them is the eame ; 
3. Abodes of the living : how many generations have passed away 
since this became a city 1 4. What shall I be when the present 
generation has passed away 1 6. There are occasional states of 
feeling in which the refiection comes with special force ; 6. How 
little hold we have on the world ! 7. The only essential good to 
be gained from the world is what may be carried out of it.« 

Providence in t/ie wind, — ^The wind has called at yon dty, 
fcetid with miasma, and groaning with pestilence ; and, with its 
besom of swift pinions, it has swept the plague away. It has 
looked into von haven, and found a forest of laden ships sleeping 
over their freights ; and it has chased them all to sea. And 
finding the harvest arrested in a broad and fertile realm, the 
earth chapped, and the crops withering, it is now hurrying 
with thait Uaok armament of clouds to drench it in lifesome 
irrigation. To narrow observation or to selfishness, that wind is 
an annoyance ; to faith, it is Ood*s angel forwarding the mighty 
plan. 'Tis a boisterous night, and Pictish savages curse the 
noisy blast which shakes their peat-hovel round their ears ; but 
that noisy blast has landed the Gospel on St. Andrew's shore. It 
blows a fearful tempest, and it sets some rheumatie joints on 
aching ; but the morrow shows, dashed in pieces, the awful 
Armada which was fetching the Spani^ Inquisition to our 
British Isle. The wind blows east, axid detains James's ships at 
Harwich ; but it guides King William to Torbay. Tes, *' the 
wind blows south, and the wind blows north ; it whirleth about 
continually, and retumeth again according to its circuits : " but, 
in the course of these circuits, the wind has blown to our little 
epeck of seagirt happiness the Gospel and Protestantism, and 
cavil and religious liberty./ 

8 — ^11. (8) fall of lalxmr, ceaseless movement and activity 
are around us, more than man can recount.* eye . . heaaring, 
i.e, for man there is no present satisfaction, no rest, though for 
him, too, all things seem to go in a drde.* (9) no new tning, 
no new source of pleasure. Life is a rocmd of the same duties, 
cares, and pleasures. Things may seem new to individuals, they 
are not new in themselves.' (10) old time, Heh. ages. (11) 
no remembrance, and therefore things may be thought new 
-wh. neally have been befeie. " Our oouaidering eld things as 



a Pn dv. 0, oziz* 

9a 

ftCoinp.Faziz.0. 

"The flMtapbor 
appliei rather to 

tb« liaiav >un* 
which Memft la- 
borioutly to 
mount up to th« 
meridian, than to 
the letting mm." 

e The N. and S. 
winds are the 
two prevailing 
winde in Pale^ 
tine aod Egypt. 

d" Not only what 
in moet liable in 
creation, aa the 
earth, and what 
ii nioit glorloui, 
ai the sun, bnt 
alio what leems 
to be most free, 
Tis., the wind 
and the ziyen, 
are bound by ^e 
same chain of 
llfeleta continu- 
ity."— fKord* - 
toofth. 

W.8— 4. H.Uoft' 
rioiU 381. 

9.4. JW.OtTTVfnOHij 

ii. 128 ; J. Foiter, 
ii. 117; Bp. Ho- 
hart, I 88; J. 
Grant, 871 ; F. 
Frmch, 137. 

e J. Foster, 

Wild ''ai wlnda 
that sweep the 

deierta"— -Z>ry- 
dm. **Aa the 
winds, raging 
and impetuous." 
—Dur/ty. " As 
winds and fight- 
ing aeu."-Thom- 
son, 

/Dr.J.ffamtiton. 

a " Man cannot 
expreii all the 
things la the 
world which un- 
dergo this oeaie- 
Isai, changeless 
03'ola of vToiisi- 
tudea "—Faustet. 
b " The abun- 
dance of pheno- 
mena, wh. presses 
on eye, ear, and 
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the remaining 
Bensefl, is end- 
less. There are 
always objects 
wh. the eye must 
see, does see, and 
brings to him 
who would gladly 
close his labours." 
—Hittig. 
Pr. xxviL 20. 
e ''All things 
under the sun 
are only repro- 
ductions or mo- 
difications of 
things which al- 
ready exist, and 
were created at 
the beginning. 
This was true of 
8ol.*s temple, and 
of all the glories 
of his reign, and | 
it is true of aU ' 
modern inven- 
tions and dis- 
coveries. " — 
Wordiuwrth. 
V. 9. Dr. J. Trappt 
ii. 303 ; J. Saurin, 
Y.U7 ; B.C. Snouh 
don, 401. 
d W. Stevens. 
e E. T. S. 



o"The preterite 
is very frequently 
used in describ- 
ing a past which 
reaches forward 
into the present." 
'^Hengstevberg. 

h "Beginning 
with the time of 
his accession to 
the throne, he 
relates the 
anxious efforts 
which he made, 
with his unpre- 
cedented re- 
sources, to ad- 
vance wisdom, 
pleasure, gran- 
deur, and every 
personal gratifi- 
cation, and how 
the residt of his 
experience was 
'no profit,' and a 
conviction that 
all, even God's 
gifts of earthly 
good to good 
men, in this life 
are subject to 
vanity. " — ;SSp*. 
Com. 

e Elohim is the 



new is bee. of the oontiiiaal eztmotioii of the remembranoe of 
former things." 

Imaginary schemes of happiness (v. 9). — Observe three things. 
I. The error which he attacks. Discover this by determining &e 
sense of the text. II. Let us admit these tniths with all their 
effects. 1. Examine the appointment of man ; 2. Look into the 
school of the world ; 3. Into the experience of Solomon ; 4. 
Review the lustoiy of our own lives. III. From all these reflec- 
tions what consequences shall we draw ? 1. They to whom God 
has appointed the good things of life should know the value of 
them ; 2. Bear patiently the evils of your present condition.'' 

True happiness. — ^After all our attainments, if we are truly 
wise, we shall love to sit as humble disciples at the feet of Jesus, 
to acquire more important knowledge than this world can impart. 
Human learning will not bear to be brought into oomparison 
with the knowledge of Christ and Him crucified. A little of it 
may inflate with vanity, but a profound acquaintance with its 
treasures will deepen humility and render us sensible of our 
ignorance. A young man named Worgan, in the near view of 
eternity, said to his mother, " I have been endeavouring to obtain 
one of the highest seats in the literary world ; but I can now 
willingly resign it to obtain the lowest seat in heaven." And 
Sir Isaac Newton said, a little before his death, " I do not know 
what I may appear to the world, but to myself I seem to have 
been only like a boy playing on the sea-shore, and diverting my- 
self in now and then finding a smoother pebble, or a prettier 
shell than ordinary, whilst the great ocean of truth lay all un- 
discovered before me." • 

12, 13. (12) preacher, as v. l. Solomon here begins to give 
his personal experiences, in Jerusalem, distinguished fr. 
Hebron. Some think that the expression Teas king is only 
suitable to some one who, at the time of writing, had ceased to be 
king ; and so cannot refer to Solomon. But so much cannot be 
argued from the mere form of a tense.^ Sol. was king* when 
thiis particular trial was made. (13) gave, etc.^ undertook this 
work heartily.* wisdom, powers of observation and judgment, 
travail, work regarded as causing care, and anxiety, and effort 
Q-od, Seh Elohim.o The name Jehovah does not occur in this 
book, exercised, or disciplined. 

Tlie royal preacher (v. 12). — I. Every true preacher is in some 
sense a king. II. Every king is a preacher of some kind. — The 
mark of a true preacher {v. 13). — I. He is a man of study- 
seeking and seanshing in order to know. II. He is a man of 
varied knowledge—" all things." III. He studies heartily, nor 
perfunctorily. lY. He discerns the truth that travail is f or tte 
discipline of the sons of men. 

Talent without principle. — ^An affecting illustration of tiM 
truth of Solomon's remark is f umi^ed in the history of Comb^ 
the unhappy author of Br. Syntax in Search of th^ Picturesque. 
" We find," says a reviewer in the Companion to the Library ^ ** thii 
improvident man, and all within a few years, figfuring as a boy 
at Eton, a scholar at Oxford, a student in the Temple, with a 
very handsome independent fortune ; a banister pleading with 
success ; a man of fashion intimately associating with loids and 
ladies, and calling himself (from his courtly dress and splendxi 
liveries) * The Duke ; * and then an outcast spendthrift ; a privMB 
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soldier ; a novice in a French monastery, playing the monk to 
get his bread for the time being ; a strolling player ; a gentleman's 
servant ; and a waiter at an inn at Swansea. It was after all 
these metamorphoses that he turned himself into an anthor. 
His last scene of all was the King's Bench, where he wrote 
Syntax and some other works ; and there he died, after an im- 
prisonment (for debt) of twenty years. 

14, 15. (14) works . . sun, the actions and lives of men, not 
the occurrences of nature, vexation of spirit, lit. windy effort. 
A feeding on wind.* Utterly unsatisfying. (15) crooked, etc.,, 
prob. a proverbial sentence. Man has no power to alter con- 
ditions fixed by God, however unsuitable he may regard them.* 
*' Human labour and human knowledge cannot regenerate man- 
kind." 

Crooked things straightened (v. 15). — I. We are all bom with 
crooked hearts. This may be proved from the Bible, and without 
the Bible. II. Like the tree or the clay, our hearts are having 
something done with them. III. The importance of keeping 
straight while we are being educated. lY. How are we to get 
straight ? Gret Jesus to help us. Help ourselves.*^ 

Vanity of worldly greatness. — The great Wolsey, after he had 
climbed the highest round of ambition 's ladder, in the evening 
of life bitterly exclaimed, " Would that I had served my God as 
faithfully as I have served my king I He would not have abandoned 
me in my old age." The illustrious statesman,* William Pitt, the 
favourite of king and people, " died," says Wilberf orce, his friend, 
" of a broken heart." On his dying bed he is stated to have said, 
" I fear I have neglected prayer too m uch to make it available on 
a death-bed." Still more distressing was the closing scene of 
Sheridan^s career. He who had stood on the pinnacle of glory, 
and gained the most flattering distin ctions, writes in old age to 
one of his friends, ** I am absolutely undone and broken-hearted." 
Misfortunes crowded on him, and his last moments were haunted 
by fears of a prison. Forsaken by his gay associates, dispirited, 
and world-weary, he closed his eyes in gloom and sorrow. Sir 
Walter Scott thus gives his dirge of life. Referring to his de- 
parture from Abbotsford, he writes : — " When I think what this 
place now is, and what it has been not long ago, I think my heart 
w^ill break. . . . Some new object of complaint comes every 
moment ; sicknesses come thicker and thicker ; friends are fewer 
and fewer. The recollection of youth, health, and powers of 
activity, neither improved nor enjoyed, is a poor strain of comfort. 
The beiBt is, the long halt will arrive at length and close all." 
^* Save me from the horrors of a gaol," were almost the dying 
words of the poet Bums. CampbeU, who wrote Th^ Pleasures of 
Hope, speaks in this melancholy strain : — '' I am alone in the 
world. My wife and the child of my hopes are dead. My only 
surviving child is consigned to a living tomb, — a lunatic asylum. 
My last hopes are blighted. As for fame, it is a bubble that 
must soon burst. Earned for others, shared with others, it was 
sweet ; but at my age, to my own solitary experience, it is bitter. 
Left in my chamber alone with myself, is it wonderful my 
philosophy at times takes flight ; that I rush into company ; 
resort to that which blunts but heals no pang ; and then, sick of 
the world and dissatisfied with myself, shrink back into solitude ? " 
Poor Campbell 1 What a change would have passed over him if he 
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God of nature, 
Jehovah the God 
of the coTenant. 

t'. 13. S. Smith, 
299]R.B.Froude, 
iil4. 



a Ho. xii 1. 
b *'Maii cannot 
alter what is (ap- 
parently) unjust 
in God's arrange- 
ment of the 
world, nor make 
or regard its 
failures perfect; 
hemmed in with- 
in the narrow 
limits of the 
world as it is 
constituted, he is 
not able to per- 
form the most 
important thing 
that he above aU 
things should be 
able to do." — 
Hitzig. 
Ec. vii. 13. 
V. 14. Bp. 
nolds, i. 1 
Skelton, ili. 
Dr. S. Johnson, i. 
246 ; S. Smith, ii. 
111. 

V. 15. A. Fuller^ 
675. 

c Dr. R. Newton. 
Look at the con- 
volvulus. The 
delicate - looking 
flower, with a 
slender stalk that 
loves to climb up 
very high, should 
suggest to us 
how weak and 
feeble man 
should forget 
those things that 
are beneath, and 
aspire after a 
crown of glory. 
" Life is con- 
tracted within a 
narrow and bar- 
ren circle, year 
after year steals 
somewhat away 
from their store 
of comfort, de- 
prives them of 
some of their 
ancient friends, 
blunts some of 
their power of 
sensation, or In- 
capacitates them 
for <«ome function 
of lile."-irte<r. 
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d Bulloek. 

a Lit. TauntiDg 
extravagance. 

b "We become 
more sensible of 
our ignoranoe 
and impotence, 
and, therefore, 
Borrowfal, in pro- 
portion as we dis- 
cover more at the 
constitution of 
nature, and the 
scheme of provi- 
denoe in the go- 
vernment of the 
world ; every dis- 
covery serving to 
oonvtnoe us that 
more remains 
concealed of wh. 
we had no sus- 
picion before." — 
£p. ButUr. 

Ec. xil. 13 ; 1 Co. 
ill. 18—30. 

" The deeper our 
vision the more 
<dearly we per- 
ceive the imper- 
fections among 
the children of 
men, and that 
usually produces 
unrest in the 
mind." — Hamen, 

w. 16, 17. Jfoj- 
tiUoih ziv. 182. 

«».17,18. A. Ful- 
ler, Mi. 

V. 1& Bp. watuu, 
165; Dr. R. South, 
ix.2&9 1 R.Fiddes, 
iii. 202 ; T. Bid- 
guy, i 18. 

" Yet true re- 
nown is still with 
virtue join'd, but 
lust of power lets 
loose the bridled 
mind ; the blast 
which his am- 
bitiooB spirit 
aweU'd, see by 
how weak a te- 
nure it was held. 
If glory was a 
bait that angels 
8wallow*d» how 



had eocoihiuiged lus philoeophy forOhristiuiity, — ^if he had known 
the pleaaares of Ghxiatian hope, — if, in the lealised preaenoe of 
the invisible Jeans, «nd His nnutterable eympathy, he had found 
" the balm of Gilead," to heal, not to UluBt^ the paags of his 
wounded spirit ! " * 

16—18. (16) oommTixied, entered into ooonsel with myself, 
grreat estate, riches, and inflnenoe. more . . Jerusalem, re- 
ferring' either to the Canaanite kings who in early times reigned 
in Jerusalem ; or more prob. to the priests, judges, and two 
previous kingfs. The expression should be taken generally, 
experienoe, the knowledge was not merely theoretic. (17) 
madness' and folly, things in wh. mft&y men appear to find 
satisfaction. He wanted his esroerienoes to include all sides ot 
human life. (18) muoh. grief, ^ German prov., ** Mudi wisdom 
oauseth headache." 

The blisi of igiwrance wnd folly ofmisdom {v, 18). — ^L The more 
one knows of lumself , the more sad h^ wiU be at his sinfahaiess. 
II. Or of God, the more sad that he began to serve Hun so late, 
and has served Him so poorly. III. (>r of the world, the more 
sad that its conquest by science should be so slow. IV. Bat tiie 
opposite is also true, that with increase of knowledge oomes 
increase of joy. Y. And the joy outweighs the grief. VI. The 
greatest joy of all is to know God, and Jesus whoan He has 
sent. 

Uses of Booh of Ecclesiastes. — Dr. Hamilton said thai truly the 
Book of Ecclesiastes has a Bpedal bearing upon the time of 
restlessness and revolution — ^a time when years farioig about a 
series of changes for which decades or centuries would have been 
required in former periods of the eartii's histozy. Through all, it 
is still true that life is as full of labour as ever ; madiinery ajid 
modem science have in many instances given to man's work a 
new bias and direction, yet tihey have done little to lighten the 
burden, since with fresh accessioas of knowledge new exigencies 
arise. And there come moments in the history of the thoughtful 
and sensitive when, instead of being stimulated by tiie rmSi and 
whiri of modern life, they are almost ready to shrink within 
themselves, or drop their tools from their slack and nerveless 
arms. How can they play their part satisfactorily in an era a> 
exacting and iron-like as this ? Or, listening to the sullen grind- 
ing of some mighty engine, which, heedless of day or night, 
works on unresting, they think, " What a puny and intermittent 
creature is man as compared with the machine human skill has 
devised I " And they almost doubt the superiority of mind over 
matter, since it is the sympathetic nature of mind that makes so 
often the burdens of life press heavily. The philoeGpher rubs 
his chin, and preaches the *' gospel of labour," or tells us of its 
dignity, yet tiliis helps tus little ; only when we look skyward 
does the load cease to weary. Then do we realise that it is the 
will of Grod that labour should succeed labour in the li^es of 
most, — each, besides its immediate object, tending towards some 
final goal. Even pagans thought that " there must be an end, to 
which all other ends are means ; " and if we adc Aristotle what 
he supposes this to be, he vaguely answers, " HappinesB." Bat 
whose 7 and how realised ? To the Christian worker, however, 
it is infallibly secured, for it depends not upon himself, not upon 
the quantum of labour i)erformed, but is secured by God's promtte. 
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"wliidh fikith acoeptB. Whether we acoomplish nrndi or little is 
not a matter of indifference ; vtill, we need not vex onzBelveB if 
in the general f nInesB of labour oar Bhaxe looks poor, bo that it 
he done unto God. 



CHAPTER THE SECOND. 

1 — 3. (1) I said, etc., commencing a new section, in wh. 
SoL relates his experience in using his riches to prooore satisfac- 
tion, prove thee, test or try thee.« mirth, that kind of 
self-indulgence which excites mirth ; the pleasures of gay and 
merry society, etc.* (2) laughter, the unrestrained cheerful- 
ness attending sensual enjoyment, mad, it puts men beside 
themselves, out of their own self-control. (3) unto wine, or 
the pleasures of the table, ridi feasting and abundant drinking, 
acquaint^g, etc.,^ not abandoning himself to indulgence, but 
carefully obseiring its influence upon him. But he became l^e 
victim of his dangerous experiments. 

The drunkard's conversion. — ^An aged Christian gave a visitor 
of the poor the following account of his conversion. He said 
that previous to the Lord's meeting with him he was a notori- 
ou^y wicked character, and among many other vices he was 
mudi addicted to drinking to excess. On a certain occasion he 
had what he termed '* broken out," and had heen in a state of 
intoxication for. I think he said, a fortnight. When the effects 
of iiie liquor left him, and he began to come to himself, his 
epirits sank unusually low, and guilt and remorse pr^ed on his 
mind so much that he was driven to despair, and fdt himself so 
miserahle that he determined on the rash act of putting an end 
to his existence. He accordingly procured a rope to lumg him- 
self. At that time his wife, who was a truly jnous woman, was 
at chapel. A thought came into his mind that he should like his 
wife to know his fate soon after he was dead. This induced him 
to go round the back of the chapel to seek for a convenient place 
to commit the fatal deed, expecting that when the congregation 
came out he should be found dead, and that his wife would be 
informed. When passing the back of the chapel, with the rope 
in his pocket, the sound of the minister's voice caught his ear, 
and induced him to go and look in at the door. At the instant 
the minister was preaching in a very animated manner on the 
efficacy of the blood of Christ to cleanse the guilty conscience, 
stated l^t the Saviour was able and wiUing to save the vilest 
rebels, and tihen gave a most pressing invitation to the chief of 
SLnnezB, saying — 

*' Come and welcome, come and welcome, 
All that feel your need of Him." 
These and similar sentonces so penetrated his heart that they 
produced feelings which are easier conceived than described. 
When the service was over he went home, fell on his knees, and 
cried for mercr^. His wife was astonished at first at the won- 
derful change ; but, on inquiry, she found the Lord had answered 
her prayer in behalf of her husband. 

4 — 6. (4, 6) gardens, etc., paradises, parks, or pleasure- 
gaidens.^* (6) pools, "the so-called Solomon's pools lie S. of 
Bethlehem, upon the usual route fvom Hebron to Jerusalem, and 



then shoold flonls 
allied to aenie 
resist it ?"—Diy- 
dm. 



a 1 will try wba- 
iher thou wilt 
feel contented 
and happy in this 
newobjeot of thy 
experience, viz., 
in cheerful sen- 
sual enjoyment. 

h " Mirth is the 
entertainment of 
the fancy, and 
though it comes 
short of the solid 
delights of the 
rational powers, 
yet it is to be 
preferred before 
those that are 
merelycarnal and 
sensuaL Some 
distinguish man 
from the brutes, 
not only aa ani' 
mal rationale^ a 
rational animal, 
but as animal rir 
sibUe, a laughing 
animaL" — - Mat, 
Henry. 

e " He acted not 
as a sensual 
voluptuary, but 
ratheras a philo- 
sophical experi- 
mentalist." — 
Wordsworth. 

r.l. Dr.A.Mari- 
kmd, U. 49; T. 
JfetDtnan, L 99 ; 
Dr. F. Franeklin. 
iii^7; S. amith, 
1403. 

V. S. T. ffunter, 
ii 807; J. Mar- 
riott, 328. 

V. 3. Dr. J. Orr, 
i.38; Dr.C.Hm- 
uy, S66. 



a ^'Theie was, 
aboat 60 stadia 
from Jerusalem, 
a certain place 
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called Ethan, 
very pleasant in 
fine gardens, and 
abounding in 
rivuleta of water, 
-whither he (So- 
lomon) was wont 
to go every morn- 
ing, sitting on 
high in his cha- 
riot."— /<M*pAw. 

h KUto. 

''The first pool is 
583 by 207 and 50 
feet deep ; the se- 
cond is 433 by 
S50 and 39 deep ; 
the third is 380 
by 236 and 25 
deep. All of them, 
liowever, are 
considerably nar- 
rower at the up- 
per end." — Ro- 
binson. 

w. 4, 6. /. C. 
JHeterie, Antiq. 
527. 

e H. Eaton. 



a Gomp. Ezr. ii. 
56, 58. 

"On account of 
their natural fi- 
delity, slayes 
bom in the house 
were regarded as 
a yery valuable 
possession." — 0. 
Zockler. 

d 3 Sa. zix. 85. 

e W. Amot. 

" Lowliness is 
young ambition's 
ladder, whereto 
the climber up- 
ward turns his 
face ; but when 
he once obtains 
the utmost 
round, he then 
unto the ladder 
turns his back, 
looks in the 
clouds, scorning 
the base degrees 
by which he did 
ascend."— /SAaite- 
speare. 

" Lif e4ike a dome 
of many-coloured 
glass, stains the 
white radiance of 
eternity."— fifteZ- 



abont six miles from the Holy City."'' An adjoining hill etill 
bears the name of the " Little Paradise." 

A people's park (w. 5, 6). — ^I. We are stmck with its extent: 
so the Scriptures are long and broad, and well laid out. II. Like 
the Bible in the Tarietj here witnessed : trees, flowers, streams, 
etc. III. Open to all : so is the Bible. lY. Marked by order 
and obedience to law : law in beauty and utility. V. The chief 
glory is the river that flows through it.* 

Pools of Soloffwn. — "If," says Dean Stanley, "Hebron and 
Bethlehem are special memorials of David, liiere is one spot 
between the two which calls to mind in a lively form the works 
of the peaceful reign which succeeded. In the long green vale 
of Urt&s, unusually green amongst the rocky knolls of Judaea, 
Solomon * planted him vineyards and made him gardens and a 
« paradise," and planted trees in them of aU kinds of fruits, and 
made him reservoirs of water, to water therewith the wood that 
bringeth forth trees.' From these gardens came, in part at least, 
the imagery of the Canticles ; and in these, probably more than 
anywhere else, the wise king cultivated his knowledge of trees, 
from tiie transplanted cedar to the native hyssop. The great 
reservoirs still remain ; and the huge square hill in its neigh- 
bourhood, by Europeans called ' the Frank Mountain,' is known 
to the Arabs only as the ^ Jebel el Fureidis,' the ^ Mountain of 
the Little Paradise,' evidently from its vicinity to the gardens of 
the Wfidy Urtas, which in the lament of Solomon are expressly 
called by this very name." 

7 — ^9. (7) got, or bought : distinguished fr. those bom in the 
house." great and small, or oxen and sheep, all . . before 
me, camp. David's flocks and herds (1 Chro. xxvii. 29, 31). (8) 
peculiar treasure, that for wh. each district or kingdom was 
specially famous. Iliis was offered to Sol. as gift, or paid as 
tribute, singers, the common luxury of Eastern courta.* 
They sang and played whilst the guests were at the table. (9) 
my wisdom, power to observe and philosophise about it all : 
see V. 3. 

EarWs treasures unsatisfying. — ^A ship, bearing a hundred 
emigrants, has been driven from her course and wrecked on a 
des^ island, far from the tracks of man. There is no way of 
escape ; but there are means of subsistence. An ocean unvisited 
by ordinary voyagers circles round their prison ; but they have 
seed, with a rich soil to receive, and a genial climate to ripen it 
Ere any plan has been laid, or any operations begun, an explor- 
ing party returns to head-quarters, reporting the discovery of a 
gold mine. Thither instantly the whole party resort to dig. 
They labour successfully, day by day, and month after montL 
They acquire and accumulate large heaps of gold. But spring is 
past, and not a field has been cleared, nor a grain of seed com- 
mitted to the ground. The summer comes, and their wealth 
increases ; but tiie store of food is small. In harvest they b^;ia 
to discover that their heaps of gold are worthless. When fiunme 
stares them in the face, a suspicion shoots across their fainting 
hearts that the gold has cheated them. They rush to the woods* 
fell the trees, dig the roots, till the ground, sow the seed. It is 
too late 1 Winter has come ; and their seed rots in the grouod. 
They die of want in the midst of their treasures. This earth is 
the little isle, eternity the ooean round it ; on this shore we have 
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been cast. There is a living seed, but gold mines attract us ; we 
spend spring und summer there, winter overtakes us toiling 
there, destitute of the bread of life, forgetting that we ought to 
"■ seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness ; and all 
these things shall be added unto us."'' 

10, 11. (10) whatsoever, etc., he never had the pain of 
restriction and limitation ; he had no wish ungratified. my 
portion," this temporary joy and rejoicing was fdl the portion 
he gained, and he felt that it was not worth the labour. (11) 
no profit, no permanent satisfying profit.^ 

Love not the world (v, 11). — This passage suggests to us — I. 
The habit of men in pursuing worldly objects. II. The evils by 
which worldly objects are pursued and invariably attended. III. 
The vast importance • of turning our attention from worldly 
objects and of seeking the attainment of far higher blessings.* 

Worldly things unsatisfying. — TJie wotm at tlie core. — ^There 
was a rich man at the court of King Herod ; he was his high 
chamberlain, and was clothed in costly apparel, and lived in the 
greatest state and magnificence. And l^ere came to him from 
distant lands a friend of his youth, whom he had not seen for 
many years. Anxious to do him honour, the high chamberlain 
made a great feast, and invited all his friends. The tables were 
laden with the most delicate viands on dishes of gold and silver, 
and many costly vessels filled with wines of all kinds. The rich 
man sat at tiie head of his table ; on Ms right hand sat the friend 
who had come from distant lands ; and they ate, and drank, and 
were satisfied. Then said the stranger to tike king's high cham- 
berlain, "I have never seen such magnificence as this in my 
native • land." And he praised all he saw, and esteemed his 
friend the happiest of men. But the rich man, the king's 
high chamberliun, took an apple from off a golden dish; the 
apple was large and smooth, and rosy as the cheek of a sleeping 
infant ; and as he handed it to his friend he said, " Behold this 
apple, it lay upon a golden dish, and it is lovely to look upon." 
And the stranger, the friend of his youth, took tike apple and cut 
it through ; but, alas 1 at its core was a worm ! Then the stranger 
gave a glance towards his host. But the high chamberlain 
looked down and sighed.' 

12 — 14. (12) after the king, the meaning prob. is, that no 
maa can hereafter have so good an opportunity of testing what 
power there is in so-called earthly good to satisfy the soul.' He 
is about to give what may seem to many a surprising conclusion, 
so he reafi&rms his peculiar fitness to give such a judgment. (13) 
wisdom . . folly, this is his conclusion. Wisdom restrains 
pleasure so as to make it serve good uses, but folly yields to plea- 
sure, and is ensnared and degraded thereby.* (14) in his head," 
so that he may use them, darkness, the dimness brought on by 
self-indulgences, one event, death. 

JEyes and no eyes. — The Russian proverb says of the non-obser- 
T^ant man, '* He goes through the forest and sees no firewood." 
I>r. Johnson once said, "Some men will learn more in, the 
Sampetead stage than others in the tour of Europe." Sir 
Jsambsurd Brunei took his first lessons in forming the Thames 
Tunnel from the tiny ship- worm. He saw how the little crea- 
ture perforated the wood with its well-armed head, first in one 
vol.. vn. o.T. u 



"Thriftless am- 
bition, that will 
ravin up thine 
own life's 
means."— SMke- 
*peare. 



a My profit, my 
advantage. 

6 1 Ti. vi. 6-11 ; 
1 Jna IL 16—17. 

V. 11. Abp. Sharp, 
Ti283. 

b J, ParwM. 

"When Qarriok 
showed Dr. John- 
son his fine house, 
gardens, statues, 
pictures, eta, at 
Hampton Court, 
what ideas did 
they awaken in 
the mind of that 
great man ? In- 
stead of a fiatter- 
ing compliment 
that was expect- 
ed, 'Ah! David 
David r said the 
Doctor, ' these are 
the things which 
make a death- 
bed terrible T "— 
/. Whiteeross. 

"A man's life is 
an appendix to 
his heart."— 
Sotuh. 

e Dr, KrummO' 
Cher. 



a ** What is any 
man that in this 
study of wisdom 
and folly shall 
come after me, 
who from my 
position have had 
such peculiar ad- 
vantages for car- 
rying it on ? 
That which man 
did of old he can 
but do again ; he 
is not likely to 
add to the result 
of my researches, 
nor even to equal 
them."-Spk. Com. 
b " The real 
strength of life 
is in wisdom 
alone, whilst foUj 
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ii Ttln, empty, 
■nd unsubatan- 
im:*—EUttr, 

« The baffled trial 
needs not be re- 
peated. " ^Mut, 
Btnry. 

c The eyes of his 
OBderBtanding. 

a Gomp. 1 0& XT. 
30; Oil T. 11. 

V. 17. Saurtn^ r. 
167 ;X. Cooler, 64. 

"In theCmorning 
we carry the 
world like Atlas; 
•4 noon we ttocq) 
•od bend beneath 
it; and at night 
tt omahes na flat 
tothegroond.**— 



ft r. 



a " One hope 
alone waakft to 
the disappointed 
worldling, the 
perpetnation of 
bis name and 
riches, labor- 
iously gathered, 
through his 8iio> 
"-'Fatuut. 



b Vb. xxxix. 6. 

9. 20. T. Umlyn, 
iiL87. 

e W, ClifL 

"Worldly riches 
are like nuts ; 
many clothes are 
torn in getting 
them, many a 
tooth broke in 
cracking them, 
but nerer a belly 
filled with eating 
them.*' -Venning, 

d J>r, (keener. 



a Equity is light 
consideration of 
the claims of 
others, and the 
harmonious ad- 
justment of them 
with our own 
claims. Or, it is 



direction and then in another, till the archway was complete, 
and then daubing* over the roof and sides with a kind of Tarnish ; 
and by copying this work exactly, on a large scale, Brunei was 
at length enabled to accomplish the work.' — Zeal and prudence. 
— ^The late Bev. Charles Simeon thus aptly illustrates zeal and 
prudence : — ^Two ships were aground at London Bridge. The 
proprietors of one sent for a hundred horses, and pulled it to 
pieces ; the proprietors of the other waited for the tide, and with 
sails and ru^er directed it as they pleased. 

15—17. (15) why . . wise ? Seeing I shall not live to reap 
the fruits of wisdom, how am I better for being wise?* 
vanity, tihe arrangement that the wise is no better off in rela- 
tion to death than the fooL (16) no remembrance, no per- 
petual memorial of those who have lived their liyes prudently. 
Sol. here speaks in a very sad and melancholy frame. The light 
of eternity puts meaning and solemnity on our present life, as 
the fool, see 2 Sa. iii. 33 ; Ps. zliz. 10. (17) hated life, he 
felt weaiy of life wh. had so little real result and fruitage. The 
term used indicates disgost, weariness, antipathy. 

Dugvst with life (v. 17). — ^I. Itid the text of several false 
meanings which it may seem at first sight to countenance. 
We may be disgusted with life — 1. Through melancholy; 2. 
Miaanthropy ; 3. Discontent ; 4. Ennui. 11. Ftooeed to justify 
the Bdaaae given.* 

18—20. (18) man . . after me, SoL could not retain what he 
might gain. The fruit of his labours another would lemp. But 
we ne^ not regard this fact in so melancholy a way.* (19) 
wise, to make good use of it. a fool,* to squander it aU away. 
So often the sons of the rich scatter, in frivolities, all that the 
parents have laboriously gathered. Sol. evidently had little 
pleasure in his son B^oboun. (20) despair of ail, he could 
get satisfaction out of nothing which his riches could jorocure. 

Iblly of amastinff wealth for children (vv, 18, 19). — ^I. It takes 
from children the expectation and the purpose to succeed in life 
by their own efforts. II. It deprives children of the edacatioii 
and discipline of self -reliance, in. It educates children in the 
radical error that they are not to do service in the world, but are 
to be served. lY. It brings evU to parents as well as ^^t^Mrftn 
Y. Society suffers from tMs evU, as, in consequence of it, it is 
deprived, in a great measure, of the active services of the childrea 
of the rich. YI. This evil prevents united effort among the 
rich for the indusi'-jrial welfare of the commonily in which thej 
live.* 

The rich man's heir. — ^An old woman, who showed the boose 
and pictures at Towcester, expressed herself in these remarkable 
words : — " That is Sir Bobert Farmer ; he lived in the ooontrr. 
took care of his estate, built this house, and paid for it ; manafed 
well, saved money, and died rich. That is his son. He vi^ 
made a lord, took a place at court, spent his estate, and died s 
beggar I " A very concise but full account, and fraught with a 
valuable moral lesson. " He layeth up riches, and knowetk ace 
who shall gather them." <* 

21—23. (21) in equity,'* or Heb. may mean, with meem: 
but the ordinary sense of equity, as social right, is equaBy suit- 
able, not laboured therein, it seems to be a rule of lif^ tbas 
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some are to gain, and ofchers are to spend.* (22) hath man. t.«. 
the man hlmaelf , whose life is so brief after the fruits of his lif e- 
labouiB are won. vexation, worry of his business and his 
straggle. (23) his travail, or toiL The penalty of sin is not 
toil, but anxioui toilj toil in the '^ sweat of the faee." not 
rest . . night, the planning and scheming even prerenting 
sleep. 

Time. — Time, like a long flowing stream, mokes haste into 
etemttj, and is for ever lost and s^^iillowed up there ; and while 
it is hastening to its period, it sweeps away all things with it 
which are not immortaL There is a limit appointed by Pzori- 
denoe to the duration of all the pleasant and desirable scenes of 
life, to all the works of the hanck of men, and all that is made 
of flesh and blood. Let us not doat upon anything here below ; 
for heaven hath inscribed ** vanity " upon it. The moment is 
hastening when the decree of heaven shall be uttered, and 
Providence shall pronounce upon every glory of the earth, " Its 
tune shall be no longer." « 

24—26. (24) nothing better^ ete., three trans, of this sen- 
tence have been suggested. 1. Is it not better for man to eat ? « 
2. There is no happiness for the man who eats.* 3. There is no 
happiness for man but in eating.*^ eat, etc., Sol. suggests that 
the amount of pleasure wh. oomes immediately out of the eating 
and the working is all a man may hope to gain.'' (25) more 
than I, as a ricSi king he had every possible ddiicacy at command. 
(26) travail, toQ with anguish in it. Toil bringing no satis- 
fying food to the toiler. 

The nse of appetite (v. 24). — I. Han must labour in order td 
eat. II. He must eat in order to Hve. HE. What is thus a 
necessity, is also a pleasure. IT. The pleasure of the palate a 
God-ordained incentive to toil, and rewud of it. V. All this is 
also true of soul-nourishment. " Blessed are they who hunger," 
etc. 



GHAPTEB TEE THIRD. 

1—4. (1) season, fitting time, or more exactly here, a fixed 
andliniited time.* (2) he bom, Beb. to bear. SoL thus im- 
piessively sets forth tiie fickleness and mutability of everything 
on earth. (3) to kill, judicially, or in defensive war. (4) 
dance, the expression of gladness and rejoicing.* Sol. does not 
here assert that everything is predetermined, and so teach fatal- 
ism. He is but weary with the ceaseless and orderly change fr. 
one thing to its opposite, wh. he observes all around him. 

A time to die (v. 2). — I. It is the time of parting — of finally 
parting with our dear brother. II. This is a seaaon of weeping. 
III. This weeping, parting season is also replete with instruction. 
1. It is here we feel that our nature is social ; 2. It is here that 
we learn that our nature is mortal : 3. It is here, too, that we 
learn that our nature is sinful ; 4. It also confirms our faith in 
the validity and value of our common Christianity.'^ 

A season for everything. — ^At a festival party of old and young 
the question was asked, " Which season of life is most happy ?" 
After being freely dismissed by the guests, it was referred for 
answer to the host, upon whom was the burden of f ouisoore 

u2 



giving to «aoh 
his doa aooocd* 
log to tlie aenae 
of natuval zi^^t. 
In law the term 
is und of a oooit 
wh. decides onscs 
by regard to 
moral, aa di»- 
tingoished from 
legal, right or 
claim. 

b There is a com- 
mon saying in 
the North of Eng- 
land to tma 
effect, ** The first 
generation boya 
the oarrLage, tha 
second rides in 
the carriage, and 
the third pawns 
the carriage." 
cJ)r. Watu, 

'a iMthgr, VMlg.f 
etc 

b8eptuag4Ht,£n9>- 
ba,ete. 

e 0. ZdeOer.ele. 
d " To eat and 
diink, and let 
one'a aoni be 
merry, ia tha 
triad of aensual 
life, wh. ia som»> 
times used, in a 
bad sense, ot 
vicious excess 
and indulgence, 
and again in a 
good or morallj 
unprejudidal 
a8nae."-i).2Stofefar. 



a*' He shows that 
all things on 
earth ebb and 
flow In a restless 
vicissitude, and 
are succeeded by 
their contraries, 
and that nothing 
under the heaven 
( continueth in 
one stay,' and 
that it is only 
things spiritual 
and Divine wh. 
are not affected 
by the mutations 
of time." — /St 
JierotM, 

b *< There is no 
music in the life 
that sounds with 
idiot laughter 
solely ; there's 
not a string at- 



/ 




[Gap.iii&«l^ 



I. Tin. empty, Idiiectioil ^J^^'Z^T^ ^ 
«* . *^^^?^" I and then daubing oW^^ "^ 



"Thebaffledtriil ^ length enabled to aooTa fc 
needs^not bejj- 1 _rj^iate Bey. Caufflf ll K , 



^ group of twp^ 
^ comes, a^ 
theyar 



peatod." — Jfa<.l— Tb« ^^ -, ^ 
j^iiry. prudence :— Two 

e The eyes of his I propiietois of one 
undentaading. \ ^.^^^^^ . ^^ jacopnf 

saOa and 



a Gcmpw 1 Go. XT. 
80 ; Qa. T. 11. 

9, 17. aaurin^ r. 
167 ;X. footer, 64. 

<*In theCmoniing 
we carry the 
woildUkaAtlBa; 
tttnoonwe stoop 
•od bend beneath 
It; and at nUht 
ttoroshesns flat 
tothegrmmd.*— 



16- 
the 
vanity 
tion 
petual 
SoLher 







^tefarf, 
jj^ of mour. 



ft r. 



1?^ 



' *^-'* \J^^^ ??®i? somettuv 
y. 7).-I. ^^ ^11- When oneia^ 



of eter.jy^Ks 

• -* .nd the occ^^ ^en the occasioii and the 

^ mmind. IM jY. No tame bnt isfifcfor 
^ter the opportunity- 

.mable value, mat pity it BhotJ^^i^yed T °^^?f ^* 
1 say not that it is to be whoUy ^.^^^X Lt^^? *^. 
devotion. That man mistakes reUgif.^_ worW ^ * ^®^°^ ^ 
exalted piety, turns his back on ^x,:^„ Z;J?^ Wtara into 
obscurity. There is a time for every^s jmder the Bon. i 
time for prudent consideration about our temporal interestB; a 
time for honest labour, to procure a guDSis^noe, ^^ ^ acquire a 
competence ; a time for food and s^®®Rl,\^*®. ^or recreatian 
and amusement. We may enjoy what Gou has given ns, as well 
as labour for it.« 

9 — 11. (9) profit, permanent good for himself. In the per- 
petual change of things, there is nothing lasting, no oontiimoQS 
happiness." (10) sons of men, lit. children of Adam. SeeGe. 
iii. 17 — 19. exercised, and so cultured, tried, and taneht A 
sinful world had better be a travaiUing world, and it caimot bat 
be a troublous world. (11) in Ms time, within His limitatiQiiL 
On these words rests the emphasis of the versed Mmi^w 

£SS^^Vin\°i§l ^^7^^ «^ given them tiie power i^thvnU alout the w^H aid 

life, but Always ^od's ways with It and them, find out, fuUy ^j ^^ 

only *in His We are always studying to know more of God • never -, v^ • 

time.' always the mysteries of creation or Providence. ' exnaiatinj 



a "Osie ^^ 

alone yng 
the diss* 
voarldU' a***^* 

rir 

fg the works or 
*2ii in a new 

J^lcs ordained 
t)y God, and parte 
of His great de- 
sign, he repeats 
his question as in 
ch. L 3."— iS//*. 
Com, 
b '*(xod has ar- 



only so that it re- 
mains beautiful 



during its re- 
stricted time, but 
after that be- 
comes an evil for 
him ; therefore 
always only so 
that the glory of 
this earth soon 
reaches its end." 
—0. ZGckler, 

a " The vanity, 
therefore, which 
belongs to all hu- 



and good for man heart as a mental image. II. As a necessary influence 7 ^* 
great reality. 1. The character of the material wotW * ^^^ 
what he makes of it ; 2. The character of the humnri^ *o anuj 



man what he makes of it ; 3. The character of the godo^?^ ^ ''' 
is to man what he makes of it. The subject t^uih^^^'"'^ 
greatness of the human soul ; (2) The duty of menW^^^ ^ 
3. The necessity of soul-culture ; 4. The nature of ^ ^^^< 
glory ; 5. The need of Divine influence. ^^^''■' 



12—15. (12) good, profit, V, 9. Lasting, Batasfvin* 
rejoice, with the measure of present joy that is attaii^ ^ 
good, Ps. xxxiv. 15, xxxvu. 3. " Doing good is a p^^3: ^' 



do 
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\tioii o^ 




fea 



\ 



w 
^ 



\>' 



^f judgment, \ 
jie special wickednv 
..•» rignteousness, m 
.dividual man. (17) Grod l 
of human life will yet one c 
«ime there, i.e. with GkxL (18) estu 



will not leave you oomfortleflB." 
I'jirit,— the Oomforter. 

-Believe me, I» speak it 

I have enjoyed many of 

wish to esteem lightly : 

^^^eauties of nature, and 

^^^ spent many an hour 

A valuable inoductions 

K^^ted with the oon- 

ci v>raoter8 : my eyes 

^^Vv productions of 

^^M\ I have found 

^i V X'^ ^^""^ mind, 
ML%ismy 




the 
dons of L \ 






.mg and persecution. It has its gracious p 
.»iB men to themselves and makes them humble. . 
abetter than tibie beasts without the grace of God.*" ]No 
brutal disposition of beasts, but their subjection to the rule ^ 
death, is here referred to. 

Fragments of time, — ^As in money, so in time, we are to look 

chiefly to the smallest portions. Take care of the pence, and the 

pounds will take care of tiiemselves. Take care of the minutes, 

and the hours and years will take care of themselves. Gold is 

tiot found in California for the most in great masses, but in 

little grains. It is sifted out of the sand in minute particles, 

which, melted together, produce the rich ingots that excite the 

irorld's cupidity. So the spare pieces of time, the shreds, the 

odds and ends of time put together, may form a very great and 

beautiful work. Hale wrote his Cmiteniplations when on his 

circuits. Br. Mason Good translated Lucretius in his carriage, 

while, as a physician, he rode from door to door. One of Sie 

chancellors of France penned a bulky volume in the successive 

intervals of daily waiting for dinner. Doddridge wrote his 

Exposition chiefly before breakfast. Kirke White studied 

Greek, went over the nouns and verbs, as he was going to and 

from a lawyer's office. Bumey learned French and Italian while 

riding on horseback. Franklin laid the foundation of his 

wonderful stock of knowledge in his dinner hours and evenings, 

while working as a printer's boy. In the Palace of Industry 

there were several curious specimens of art, wrought by humble 

individuals out of such fragments of time as they could secure 

from their regular occupations. Oh, the preciousness of moments I 

so gold or gems can be compared to them. Yet all have them ; 

while some are thereby enriched and others leave themselves in 

poverty. The wealth of time is like gold in the mine — like the 

gem in the pebble — ^like the diamond in the deep. The mine 

must be worked — ^the pebble ground and polished — ^the deep 

fathomed and Bearched.<< 

19, 20. (19) that, viz., death.* one breath, the breathing 
of the air is the common sign of life in ftTiiTnii.1« and in man. 



■0 deep, that Bont 
oan reasoend tb* 
steeps. " — Ana- 
crtoiu 

''Hopenotforim- 
mortality — the 
waning moons 
again their waste 
rqmir; but we, 
when once to 
death gone down, 
are nought bat 

— Horace. 

e Oomp. Job Hi 
10, X 18; Eail 
8; Je. zz. 14; 
Kat.zxvi94. 

V. 1. Dr. J. Orten, 

9.2.2h'.J.0m,L 
SSL 

*' AH religion and 

"Ul ethios an 

Wimed up in 

^^toe. " — Omi- 




« " Every 
that -^ 



body oiuj* ^i« 
not hia^^J 

makes himself ^^ 
better tffu^^J 
brute, and nxu^ 
wish, at least, to 

.die like one."-, 

^Ibid. 

vM. Dr. A. Mark- 
land, it 69. 

V. 17. Dr. J. Bar- 
rotp, T. 514; Dr. 
J. Ldand, ii. 365 ; 
Dr. J. Drysdale. 
iL237. 

d Dr. Stouffhton, 



a Called here, by 
a bold metaphor, 
chance. "For 
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toned to mirth 
bot has ito chord 
In melancholy." 
— Thot. Hood. 

e Studieg for the 
PulpU. 

d Jhr. Adanu 



a laa. r. 3, Izii. 
10. 

» 3 Sa. i. 2, 11, 
eto. 

w.l—S. B. Good- 
win, iii 334. 

The worldling is 
like the hinder 
wheel of a carri- 
age, ever follow- 
ing after the 
front wheel of 
happiness, bnt 
never overtaking 
it. 

e 8, /Bennett, 



a " After review- 
ing the works of 
man in a new 
-light, viz., as 
works ordained 
by God, and parte 
of His great de- 
sign, he repeats 
his question as in 
ch. i 3:'—Spk. 
Com. 

b " God has ar- 
ranged all things 
beautifullyinthis 
life, but always 
only 'in His 
time,' always 
only so that it re- 
mains beautiful 
and good for man 
during its re- 
stricted time, but 
after that be- 
comes an evil for 
him ; therefore 
always only so 
that the glory of 
this earth soon 
reaches its end." 
—0. ZUckler. 

a " The vanity, 
therefore, which 
belongs to all hu- 



yeoTB. He asked if thej had not noticed a group of trees before 
the dwelling, and said : " When the spring comes, and in the soft 
air the bads are breaking on the trees, and they are covered with 
blossoms, I think, How beautiful is spring I And when sommer 
comes, and covers the trees with its heavy foliage, and sing^g* 
birds are all among the branches, I think, How beautiful is sum* 
mer 1 When autumn loads them with golden fruit, and their 
leaves bear the gt)rgeou8 tint of frost, I think, Hovr beautifnl is 
autumn 1 And when it is sere winter, and there is neither foliage 
nor fruit, then 1 look up, and through the leafless branches — as I 
could never until now — ^I see the st^ shine through." d 

6 — 8. (5) stones, regarded as injuring the land,* and as 
material for building, refrain, or be far from. (6) get, seek, 
or acquire. (7) rend, as in seasons of mourning.^ (8) hate, 
in the usual Bible sense, wh. we can only express by " loving 
less," or " being indifferent to.'* 

The time/or speech (v. 7). — ^I. When one has something to say 
suited to the hearer and the occasion. II. When one is unruffled 
in temper and calm in mind. III. When the occasion and the 
audience minister the - opportunity. lY. No time but is fit for 
the speech of prayer. 

Time for all things. — Time is the gift of Grod, a boon of in- 
estimable value. What pity it should be abused or trifled with ! 
I say not that it is to be wholly employed in meditation and 
devotion. That man mistakes religion who, under a notion of 
exalted piety, turns his back on the world, and retires into 
obscurity. There is a time for everything under the sun. A 
time for prudent consideration about our temporal interests ; a 
time for honest labour, to procure a subsistence, and to acquire a 
competence ; a time for food and sleep ; a time for recreatioii 
and amusement. We may enjoy what Gk)d has given us, as well 
as labour for it.'' 

9 — 11. (9) profit J permanent good for himself. In the per- 
petual change of things, there is nothing lasting, no continuooB 
happiness.** (IQ) sons of men, lit. children of Adam. See Ge. 
iii. 17 — 19. exercised, and so cultured, tried, and taught. A 
sinful world had better be a travaiUing world, and it cannot but 
be a troublous world. (11) in his time, within His limitatioiuw 
On these words rests the emphasis of the verse.^ world . . 
heart, or given them the power to think about the world, azid 
God's ways with it and them, find out, fully, or perfecHj. 
We are always studying to know more of God ; never ft-ghawfltang- 
the mysteries of creation or Providence. 

The world in the soul (v. 11). — I. The world is in every man's 
heart as a mental image. II. As a necessary influence. HL As > 
great reality. 1. The character of the material world is to a maa 
what he makes of it ; 2. The character of the human world U to 
man what he makes of it ; 3. The character of the god of the worid 
is to man what he makes of it. The subject t^ushes — (1) TIm 
greatness of the human soul ; (2) The duty of mental xnodestr ; 
3. The neceFsity of soul-culture ; 4. The nature of the Tninonial 
glory ; 5. The need of Divine influence. 

12—15. (12) good, profit, v. 9. Lasting, satisfying gooi 
rejoice, with the measure of present joy that is attainable, do 
good, Ps. xxxiv. 15, xxxvii. 3. " Doing good is a principal oob- 
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dition and occnpation of human happiness." (13) eat, etc., as 
ch. ii. 24. (14) for ever," in the sense of complete, and in- 
cluding continuous, fear, with the reverence that is kin with 
dependence. (15) that . . been, as ch. i. 9. requireth. . . 
past, or seeketh again that wh. is driven away.^ Past icings 
are not lost. In the Divine ozder they are sure to turn up 
again. 

Tlie im^otency of time (v. 15). — ^This language will apply — 1. 
To all the elements of material existence ; 2. To all the steps of 
mankind ; 3. To all the general types of human character ; 4. To 
aU the principles of the Divine government ; 5. To the grand 
design of all things ; 6. To the recollections of the human 
xaemoiy ; 7. To all the conditions of man's well-being. 

16—18. (16) place of judgment, seat of the authorised 
judge, wickedness, the i^cial wickedness of corrupt decisions 
determined by bribes.** rignteonsness, innocence or virtue, as 
applied to the individual man. (17) God shall judge, the 
strange things of human life will yet one day be Divinely 
rectified.* time there, i.e. with Gkxi. (18) estate, condition 
of suffering and persecution. It has its gracious purpose. It 
reveals men to themselves and makes them humble, beasts, 
no better than the beasts without the grace of God.'' Not the 
brutal disposition of beasts, but tiieir subjection to the rule of 
death, is here referred to. 

FrctgmmU of time. — Ab in money, so in time, we are to look 

chiefly to the smallest portions. Take care of the pence, and the 

pounds will take care of i^emselves. Take care of the minutes, 

and the hours and years will take care of iJiemselves. Gold is 

not found in California for the most in great masses, but in 

little grains. It is sifted out of the sand in minute particles, 

which, melted together, produce the rich ingots that excite the 

world's cupidity. So the spare pieces of time, the shreds, the 

odds and ends of time put together, may form a very great and 

beautiful work. Hale wrote his Contemplations when on his 

circuits. Dr. Mason Grood translated Lucretius in his carriage, 

while, as a physician, he rode from door to door. One of tiie 

chancellors of France penned a bulky volume in the successive 

intervals of daily waiting for dinner. Doddridge wrote his 

Exposition chiefly before breakfast. Kirke White studied 

Greek, went over the nouns and verbs, as he was going to and 

from a lawyer's o£Bice. Bumey learned French and Italian while 

riding on horseback. Franklin laid the foundation of his 

wonderful stock of knowledge in his dinner hours and evenings, 

while working as a printer's boy. In the Pabxse of Industry 

there were several curious specimens of art, wrought by humble 

individuals oiit of such fragments of time as they could secure 

from their regular occupations. Oh, the preciousness of moments I 

no gold or gems can be compared to them. Yet all have them ; 

while some are thereby enriched and others leave themselves in 

poverty. The wealth of time is like gold in the mine — ^like the 

gem in the pebble — ^like the diamond in the deep. The mine 

must be worked — ^the pebble ground and polished — ^the deep 

fathomed and searched.*' 

19, 20. (19) that, viz., death.' one breath, the breathing 
of the air is the oonmion sign of life in animals and in man. 



j man and earthly 
things, is not of 
{ God; it is no 
, part of His work, 
but is a conse- 
quenoe of man's 
fall."— H^ord*- 
worth. 

b " The meaning 
of the V. is that 
there is a con- 
nection between 
events past, pre- 
sent, and fatnre ; 
and this connec- 
tion exists in the 
justice of God 
who controls alL" 
—apk. Com. 



a Ec. V. 8. 

h " If judgment 
instantly fol- 
lowed every sin, 
there would be 
no scope for free- 
will, faith, and 
perseverance of 
saints in spite 
of difficulties."— 
Fausset. 

" It is an un- 
speakable com- 
fort to the op- 
pressed that their 
cause will be 
heard over 
again."— Jfa^ 
Benry. 

e " Every man 
that minds his 
body only, and 
not his soul, 
makes himself no 
better than a 
brute, and must 
wish, at least, to 
^die like one."— 

v.U. Dr. A. Mark- 
land, ii. 69. 

V. 17. Dr. J. Bar- 
row, V. 614 ; Dr. 
J. Ldand, iL 365 ; 
Dr. J. Drysdale, 

il237. 

d Dr. Stoughtoru 
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a bold metaphor, 
chance. "For 
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eons of moD, and 
ohanoe the 
beasta." 

** That ii aald to 
be Tain -wbioh 
raniaheth.*'— ^r- 
rowsmUh. 

« Unoarb'd am- 
bition, nnxeaUt- 
ing aloth, and 
baJae dependence, 
are the flenda ao- 
carat" — Maten, 



JEBmOdpVba. 

h Afaxthar rag- 
geation ia that 
this «. ia a re- 
fleotion on how 
few there are 
who consider the 
diJEterenoe bet. 
thefatiueofman 
and beast, and 
let the difference 
order their con- 
duct In thispre- 
aentlife. 

6EalL24»iiL18. 

9. SL J>r. J. Ed' 
Hoards, 110. 

This life ia like 
on inn, ia whidi 
the aool spends s 
few momenta on 
.its joozney. 

dW.Qmtt 



a**If religioB 
woe not taken 
into aoconnt, to 
die as socm as 
poasible would be 
desirable, so as 
not to suffer, or 
witness, oppres- 
sions." — Fausset. 

b "For dreadfu 
la tiiat gloomy 
Tale; and then 
the dark descent 



I no preeminenoe, in respect of the imcertuntT' and the peril 
I of death. The e:q>reflBion miut be strictly limited to its con- 
' nectioiL Both beast and man are " fortoities." (20) one place, 
the grave, dust, 6e. iii. 19. 

Death, — ^Where are they who founded this goodly city 7 who 
possessed these fair houses, and walked these pleasant fields, who 
created these stately temples, who kneeled in these seats, who 
preached oat of this place, but thirty years agone ? Our fathers 
haye summoned us, and we must summon our children to the 
grave. While we play our pageants upon this stage of ahort con- 
tinuanoe, evezy man hath a part, some longer, and sosne shorter ; 
and while the actors are at it, suddenly Death steps upon the 
stage, like a hawk which separates one of the doves from the 
flight ; he shoots his dart, where it lights there f alia one of the 
aoSors dead before him, and makes all the rest stand aghast: 
they muse, and moozn, and buzy him, and l&en to tihe sport 
again.* 

21, 22, (21) that goeth, or perhaps better, whether it ^eeth,' 
It is evidently the question of the bitterly sceptical man. Soma 
commentators think it is a (dear dedaratioin of the diffecenoe bet. 
the future of the spirit of man, and of the beast ; but this 
would seem to be putting our notions into the Sacced Weed.* 
Of the future of the qiirit of beasts nothing whatever has been 
revealed to us. (22) r^oioe, Sol. returns tccaa eoamdanddan. of 
moral mysteries to the sunple but poor oonclusum he haa already 
twice reat^ed.' 

Cheerful piety. — You often hear of the Puzitans, and this has 
formed our adjective, Puritanical. I imagine these ia a good 
deal of mistake about the Puritans in this matter of recreations. 
I can scarcely think that they would have done the noble woik 
they aocompli£died had they been the kind of men. this term 
includes. We are certainly told of John Owen, the prince of the 
Puritans, and l^e vice-chanceUor of Oxford University, tSiat " he 
delighted in manly exercises, in leaping, throwing the bar, bell- 
ringing, playing the flute, and sunilar anmsements." These 
Puritans, you may rely upon it, w&e far more genial men than 
their enemies rexnresented. It is the little nature that can only 
be grave ; it is the little nature that can only be funny. A 
great nature has room in his sonl for both the flexions and the 
plea6aat.<< 



CHAPTER THE FOURTH. 

1 — 3. (1) oppressions, violence ; refusals of justioe ; govern- 
mental and social lyrannies. no comforter^ on the suppositian 
that this present life was aU to them. God is the comforter of 
the oppressed ; but apart from Him, their life-conditiozi seems 
hopeless.' (2) praised the dead,* as Job iii. 13—21. (3) 
not yet been, the unborn : a vehement expression,' to be tzeated 
as a strong figure. 

Comfort (v. 1). — ^I. Men have need of sympathy, especiaSy 
under certain circumstances. II. Here is a sad case supposed ; 
the oppressed and sad, without human comfort, m. We are re- 
minded of the Divine Father,— the GkxL of all oonsolatiozi. IV. 
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And of the woids of Jesus, — ^^ I will not leave yon oomfortLeas." 
V. And of the work of the Holy Spirit, — ^the Oomforter. 

BnjoymttU of the eomforU if life, — ^Believe me, I« speak it 
deliberately and with fall oonviotion, I have enjoyed many of 
the comforts of life, none of whioh I wish to esteem lightly : 
often have I been charmed with the beauties of nature, and 
refreshed with her boantifal gifts. I have spent many an hour 
in sweet meditatiim, and in reading the most yaluable iux)ductions 
of the wisest men. I have often been delighted wiUi the oon- 
versation of ingenious, sensible, and exalted characters : my eyes 
have been powerfully attracted by the finest productions of 
human art, and my ears by enchanting melodies. I have f oxmd 
pleasure when calUng into activity the powers of my own mind, 
when residing in my own native land or travelling through 
foreign parts, when surrounded by large and splendid com- 
panies — still more, when moving in ^e small endearing circle of 
my own family : yet, to speak ^e truth before God, who is my 
Judge, I must confess I know not any joy that is so dear to me, 
that BO fully satisfies the inmost desires of my mind, that so 
enlivens, refines, and elevates my whole nature, as that which I 
derive from religion, from faith in Gk)d : as one who not only is 
the parent of men, but has condescended, as a brother, to clothe 
Himsftlf with our nature. Nothing affords me greater delight 
than a solid hope that I partake of His favours, and rdy on His 
never-failing support and protection. . . . He, who has been so 
often my hope, my refuge, my confidence, when I stood upon the 
brink of an abyss, where I ccold not move one step f orwurd ; He 
who, in answer to my prayer, has helped me when every prospect 
of help vanished ; that Gk)d who has safely conducted me, not 
merely through flowery paths, but likewise across precipices and 
burning' sands ; may tiiiis Qod be thy God, thy refuge, thy com- 
fort, as He has been mine.' 

4 — 6. (4) every right work, %,t, every work wh. seems right 
bee. it proves successfuL Success is man's imperfect and un- 
worthy test of right, for this, i.e. for his success.' So even 
men's saccesses are not all blessing to them. (6) fool, fto., as 
Pr. vi. 10, xxiv. 33. eateth. . . flesh, ix. " he is a self -tormentor, 
never satis^ed, his spirit preying on itself." * (6) handful, lit, 
what fills the hollow of a hand, quietness, the restfulness of 
honest labour, both hands, or fists grasping tightly. Better 
take this ver. as an answer to the f everi^ jealousy and indulgent 
idleness of prev. rr. 

An old portrait of modern men (w. 4 — 8). — ^I. Here is a man 
working ror the good of society. 1. The goodness of heaven in 
sending such men in every age ; 2. The rightful acknowledg- 
ments of most useful services are not to be expected on earth ; 3. 
The moral state of society is hoth unwise and unrighteous. 11. 
Here is a man utterly worthless in sociely. 1. He exhausts his 
own property ; 2. He wrongly estimates his own happiness. III. 
Here is a man avariciously making use of society. I. He sketches 
the world entirely for himself ; 2. Unremittingly for himself.* 

Bnvv insatiable. — ^Mr. Badman's envy was so rank and strong, 
that if it at any time turned its head against a man, it would 
hardly ever be pulled in again. He would watdi ever that man 
to do him mischief, as the cat watches over the mouse to destroy 
it ; yea, he would wait seven years, but he would have an oppor- 



eodeep, fhatnoni 
oanreaabend tb* 
steeps. " — • AnO' 
creon, 

"Hope not for im- 
mortality — the 
waning moons 
again their waste 
rq^; but we, 
when onoe to 
death gone down, 
are nought bat 
dtut andshndow.** 
— Horace, 

e Oomp. Job UL 
10, X 18 ; Ea il 
8; Je. zz. 14; 
Katzxvi94. 

V. 1. Dr. J. Ortm, 
i.S68. 

v.S. J>r.J.Oia,L 

sn. 

"Allieliglonaiid 
all ethics an 
summed up in 
justice. " — Oofi- 
taay. 

eJkmUtr, 



a Horaee com- 
plains that every 
ancient hero 
fonnd by latter 
peEBonal experl- 
enoe, that envy 
of heroism is only 
quenched by the 
hero's death. 

» Is. ix. SO, zlix. 
36. 

V. 4. Dr. T. Wite, 
164. 

V. 6. Dr. J. Laan/g" 
homef 1 185. 

e Dr. D. Thomiu. 

"Agoodmanand 
a wise man may 
at times be angry 
with the world, 
at times griered 
for it ; bat be 
sore no man was 
ever disco no 
tented- with th^ 
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world who did 
htadu^yinit."— 
Southed. 

d Bunyan. 



"What 10 foolish 
as the ohaae of 
fame I How yain 
the prize I how 
impotent our 
aim I For what 
are men who 
grasp at praise 
sublime, but bub- 
bles on the rapid 
stream of time, 
that rise and fall, 
that swell, and 
are no more ? 
bom and forgot, 
ten thousand in 
an hour."- JTounflT. 

" Crates threw 
his gold into 
the sea, saying, 
* I will destroy 
thee, lest thou 
destroy me ! ' If 
men do not put 
the lore of the 
world to death, 
the love of the 
world win put 
them to death." 
— Venning. 

a Dr. ArrowsmUh. 



a Talmud, 



h "The symbol 
is taken from the 
faot that a cord 
of three strands 
holds more firmly 
than one consist- 
ing of a simple 
stnmd, or of two 
only."-0. Zdckler. 



" Strong alone, 
but stronger with 
others." — Oer, 
Proverb. 

V. 0. Bp.WtikinSt 
263. 



w. 9—12. a. 
WhUefield, t. 107. 



a 3 Sa. viL a 



tnnitj to hart him ; and when he had it, he would make him 
feel the weight of his envy. This envy is the very father and 
mother of a great many hideous and prodigious wickednesses. 
It bot^ begets them, and also nourishes them up till they jcome 
to their cursed maturity in the bosom of him that entertains 
them.' 

7, 8. (7) vanity, in one of its particular forms. (8) second, 
any one related to him, for whom he might work. end. 
laDonTy though he can do nothing with his riches, yet he 
struggles for them as if they were everything to him. 

Vanity universal. — ^Wherefore bethink thyself at length. 
deluded world 1 and write over all thy school-doors, " Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom ; " over all thy court-gates, ** Let 
not the mighty man glory in his might ; " over all thy exchanges 
and banks, " Let not the rich man glory in his riches.** Write 
upon thy looking-glasses Bathsheba's motto, '* Favour is deceitful, 
and beauty is vain ; " upon thy mews and artillery-yards, that of 
the Psalmist, " God delighteth not in the strength of a horse ; 
He taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man ; " upon thy taverns, 
inns, and ale-houses, that of Solomon, ^' Wine is a mocker, strong 
drink is raging, and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise ;" 
upon thy magazines and wardrobes, that of our Saviour, "Lay 
not up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal." Write 
upon thy counting-houses that of Habakki]3c, " Woe to him that 
increasetii that which is not his I how long ? and to him that 
loadeth himself with thick clay ! " thy playhouses, that of Paul, 
" Lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God ;" thy banqueting- 
houses, that of the same holy Apostle, *' Meats for the belly, and 
the belly for meats ; but God shall destroy both them and it ; " 
yea, upon all thine accommodations, that of the Preacher, 
'* Vanity of vanities : all is vanity and vexation of spirit." « 

9 — 12. (9) good reward, in their common joy while 
sharing the fruits of their labour. "A man without a com- 
panion is like a left hand without a right." « (10) fall, bodily, 
or into any kind of distress. (11) warm alone ? fig. is from 
marriage relations, but reference is to the warmth of the sym- 
pathy felt in all social ties. The miserly is ever the miserable. 
(12) threefold eord,^ such ba husband, wife, and child. Need 
not find allusion to the Trinity here. 

Two better than one (v. 9). — I. Give some examples. It applies 
to marriage, to friendship, to useful labours, ete. II. Offer some 
reasons. Life is the more wholesome and pleasant for its com- 
panionships ; work is easier for mutual toil ; worship for blended 
voices ; self-help aids mutual help. 

Christian union. — Rev. T. L. Cuyler sketehes this scene at ft 
late Christian Convention in Brooklyn : " The Convention closed 
by joining hands, and singing, * Say, brother, will you meet us V 
1 saw one of Dr. Storr's deacons and a Quaker and a Methodist 
standing with clasped hands, and flanked by a Baptist and a 
Presbyterian clergyman. It reminded me of the time when we 
college students, standing thus in the chemical lecture-hall, the 
electric current leaped from the charged battery through the 
whole circle in an instant." 

13, 14. (13) better, in the sense of happier, ohild, though 
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he may seem despised, king, such as perhaps Sol. now felt 
himself to be : or sadi as he feared Behoboam would prove. 
who . . admonished, who is so stiff and settled in his ways 
and opinions that he cannot be advised. (14) he, i.e. the poor 
And wise child.' Comp. cases of Joseph and of Jeroboam. 
T^hereas . . poor, better trans. '' Although he was bom poor in 
his kingdom." 

jL comparison (v, 13). — Such a child is better — I. In his experi- 
ence. II. In his influence. III. In his prospect. Few can be 
kings, but many can be saints.^ 

16, 16. (15) second child, the one succeeding the aged, 
foolish king. " A somewhat inflated description of the dominion 
and adherents wh. that child had acquired." Called *^ second 
child," as one coming second, next after the king." (16) come 
after, i.e, the next generation after that which sets up the 
jrontfafol king.^ This might truly be applied to Jeroboam. 

JAttle children. — 

Sporting through the forest wide ; 
Playing by the water side : 
Wandering o'er the heathy fells ; 
Down within the woodland dells : 
All among the mountains wild, 
Dwelleth many a little child I 
In the baron's hall of pride ; 
By the poor man's duU fireside ; 
lliid the mighty, 'mid the mean, 
Little children may be seen, 
lake the flowers that spring up fair. 
Bright and countless everywhere ! 
In the fair isles of the main ; 
In the desert's lone domain ; 
In the savage mountain glen ; 
lliong the £ibes of swar&y men ; 
Wheresoe'er a foot hath gone ; 
Wheresoe'er the sun hath shone 
On a league of peopled ground, 
liittie cMldren may be found 1 
Blessings on them I they in me 
Move a kindly sympathy 
With their wishes, hopes, and fears v 
With their laughter and their tears ; 
With their wonder so intense, 
And their small experience 1 
little children, not alone 
On the wide earth are ye known, 
Ifiduts labours and its cares, 
'Mid its sufferings and its snares ; 
I*ree from sorrow, free from strife, 
In the world of love and life. 
Where no sinful thing hath trod — 
In the presence of your Grod, 
Spotless, blameless, glorified — 
Little children, ye abide ! ^ 



•v. la. I>r. T. 
I Chalmers, yi. 349. 

b Dr. Thomas. 

"Every man's life 
lies within the 
present; for the 
past is spent and 
done with, and 
the future is un- 
certain."— J/ar- 
etu Antoninus, 



a Comp. Yakoob 
Khan brought 
out of prison to 
succeed Shere 
Ali in the rule 
of Afghanistan, 
and again a pri- 
soner. 

b The popularity 
of kings is noto- 
riously short- 
Uved. 

"I am fond of 
children. I think 
them the poetry 
of the world— the 
fresh flowers of 
our hearts and 
homes; little 
conjurers, with 
their ' natural 
magic,' eroking 
by their spells 
what delights 
and enriches all 
ranks, and equal- 
ises the different 
classes of society. 
Often as they 
bring with them 
anxieties. and 
cares, and live to 
oocsfion sorrow 
and grief, we 
should get on 
very badly with- 
out them." — r. 
JBinney. 

** There ' is no 
kind of sinners 
more inconvinc- 
ible* and incu- 
rable than the 
worldly- minded. 
It is a rule with- 
out exception, — 
those sins which 
have the greatest 
appearance of 
reason, and the 
least of sensu- 
idity, are the 
most plausible 
and prevailing." 
—Dr. Bates. 
e Mary HowUt, 
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• Oomik. 

MOll't 

**X«q> Thou my 
feet, I do not 
aak to Ke,** eta 

"Give thy mind 
to what thou art 
going to da"— 
4pft. Omi. 

»iai 



«C<MnpLlCatTL7. 

tf «The haUtof 
an exeoi of 

words canaesfhe 
wp&Kix to de- 
generate into 
Tain and nnfle- 
leH twaddia"— 
O.ZOckUr. 

Pt.x.19. 

«. L /. Meie, i 
483; Dr.B.Man- 
iiard,iill5; Dr. 
T. Leland, U. 1 ; 
Dr. T. Sharp, 1 
363; Dr.J.Lanff- 
home, ii. 187 ; 
Dr.C.J.Vaugkan, 
8M. 

iL 83 ; Sauria, 
TiiL 887; iMcAcip 
Lawth, 830 ; J^. 
FuJford, i »8; 
/. IFiUUasu, 13. 

eO.BrwikL, 

To giye up the 
world is to giye 
up the evil of it ; 
but to be shnt 
npinaoloisterifl 
not to be shut 
out of it. The 
world is eveiy* 
where. 



a De. TTJi. 83— 
S4. 

h ** It was a 
thou ghtieasness 
that I made the 
TOW at all." Such 
an excuse is not 
weak only, but 
wicked. Yet this 



CHAPTER THE FIFTH. 

1 — 3. (1) keep . . GkxL,* the Bhoes, or BaTidalfl, were lemoyed 
on entering the sacred temple. The way of walking maj indi- 
cate a reverent spirit. In difficult paths we need to watch every 
footfall hear,^ attend, give good heed, and obey, of fools, 
wh. is merely ceremonial. (2) ra49h, especially in Div. wonhip, 
making vows, etc.< fbw, so carefuli studied, and becoming. 
(3) mnltltiule of business, wh. oppressing the mind keeps it 
active all the night, moltitade of words/ often the saying 
is tme, ^ The more words the less sense." 

Berereneefor the sanctuary (v. 1). — ^I. State the duty. 1. Oior 
duty as we enter public worship ; 2. As we are engaged in it 
II. Enforce the duty. 1. Impropriety of conduct in public wor- 
ship is fooli^ ; 2. Is sinful ; 3. Is dcmgerous.* 

Sev. S. Lavingtam. — ^The late Bev. flamuel Lavington, of Bide- 
ford, has been described as one of the most impiesslve preachers 
of his day. He was eminently devoted to the study of his Bible, 
and to prayer. The effect of his preaching was very strikingly 
exhibited at the ordination of the Bev. lb. Seaward, at Barn- 
staple. He introduced his discourse by using the following 
language : — " What a multitnde is here assembled to see an 
ordniation ! Many of you were perhaps never present at such a 
solemnity before ; and I should be very sony if, when the 
assembly breaks up, you should go away with visible disappoint- 
ment and say, *Is that all?' Why, *what came ye out for to 
see ?* Did you expect to see a number of apostles met together 
to lay their hands upon the head of a young minister, and com- 
municate to him some miraculous powers ? Alas 1 we have them 
not ourselves. If we had, you should not take all this trouble 
for nothing. If we had, yon should have something by whidi 
to remember an ordination as long as yon live. If the Holy 
Ghost were at our command, mort gladly would we lay our 
hands upon you aU; and this assembly should be like that 
mentioned in the Acts of the AjiostLes : * While Peter yet spake 
these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the 
word.' But what we cannot command, we may humbly and 
earnestly supplicate. Shall I then beg the favour of you to join 
with me in this short ejaculation to the God of all graoe ? — * O 
God the Lord, to whom belong the issues from death, pour out 
Thy spirit upon all in this assembly; and command on every 
one of us a blessing oat of Zion, even life for evermore. 
Amen.' " The congregation, abstracted for the moment from all 
other objects, forgot the order of wonship, rose from their seats, 
joined in the collect, and then resumed their places with the 
greatest solemnity. 

4—7. (4) vowest,« even if thou didst it hastily, show thy 
manliness in paying it, whatsoever it may cost thee, pay, Ps. 
Ixvi. 13, 14, cxvi. 14. (5) not vow, holding back ir, reli^. 
actions than not prove thie sincerity of the action. (6) month 
. . sin, cofiip. James's Ep. for snares of the tongue, the an^el* 
either the priest, or poss. the angel who is supposed to reooid all 
our actions, error,^ our relig. acts should be so serious and so 
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thong-htfnl, that tbis ehoold be feit as an imreasonable and 
wicked excuse. (7) dreams, v. 3. 

Religioug wws (v. 4). — ^I. Men are apt to make tows to God — 
1. When in tioable ; 2. When oonscienoe-Bmitten under the 
Gospel ; 3. When alarmed by the near prospect of death. II. 
Men are apt to forget the tows they have made. 1. Hiey yield 
to tempta2a.on ; 2. Passing events obliterate the impression ; 3. 
Forgotten yows were probably made in self-reliance ; 4. Men 
shonld imitate the Psalmist. Compare Ps. L 14 with Pa Ixvi. 
13, 14. 

I^romiting and performing, — Tlve "broken howl, — Sir William 



Napier, when taking a long country walk in the neighbourhood 
of Bath, met a little peasant girl, who was ciying bitterly, with 
a broken bowl in her hand. Sir William inquir^ the oanse of 
her tears, and encouraged by his kind face and voice, the told 
her tale ; how she had broken the bowl which had held her 
father's dinner, and was afraid now to go home, for she knew 
her mother would be very angry, and would punish her. But a 
sadden idea seemed to strike her, and looking up in Sir William's 
face, she ezdaimed, ^ But 'ee can mend it, cannot 'ee ?'* '' Ko, 
bat he could give her sixpence to buy another." He pulled out 
his parse, and was dismayed to find it quite empty. He told the 
child, however, that if she came to the same plaoe at the same 
hoar next day, he would be sure to meet her and to bring a 
edxpenoe with him, and that she must tell her mother t^is. On 
reaohfng his home, howerer. Sir William found a note from a 
friend at Bath, inviting him to dinner next day, to meet a 
gentleman wh<»n he particularly wished to see. He recollected 
with regret his promise to the little girl, and oonsideEed whether 
it might not be possible to combine the two. But he socm saw 
this could not be done, and refused the tempting dinner invita- 
tion, saying he had "a pre-engagement." *^I could not dis- 
appoint the child," he said to his cUiughtexs ; ^'sbe tmsted in me 
80 implicitly." 



n 



8 — ^11. (8) matter, marg. will or jmrpoee : i.e, at what seems 
a sttrazige permission of God. Be sure that those in higher office 
will sooner or later take notice, and be quite sure that God will 
overrule it all." higher, etc.^ or trans. "High watches over 
hi^rh, and High Ones over them." (9) for all, the produce of 
the earth is ihe entire source of human wealth. On God's pro- 
vifiions in the earth MngB and peoples together depend.^ (10) 
loveth silver, has the lust of acquisition, wh. nothing can 
satisfy.' (11) eat them, labourers uod servants, what good, 
a misanthropic speech. 

Socrates and Charxclet. — While Athens was governed by thirty 
tyrants, Socrates, the philosopher, was summoooed to the senate- 
house, and ordered to gfo, with some other persons they named, 
to seize one Leon, a man of rank and fortune, whom they 
determined to put out of the way, that they might enjoy Ms 
estate. This commission Socrates flatly refused, and, not satis- 
fied therewith, added his reasons for sudi refusal : ''*■ I will never 
-wUlinirly assist an unjust act." Charides sharply replied, '* Dost 
thou think, Socrates, to talk always in this high style, and not 
to suffer?" "Far from it," added he; "I expect to suffer a 
thousand ills, but none so g^at as to do unjustly." 1 



is a chamcteriiUo 
evasion of super* 
fioiality and I*' 
vity in religiooa 
matters. 

V. 4. Bp. Be9e-' 
ridge, vii. 39 ; T. 
Knoules.m. 197; 
J. O. Fayster,SSi, 

ro. 4,5. II. White, 
202 ; J. Scott, 49 ; 
J. Slade, iii. 294. 

w. 6, 6. Dr, W, 
Puley, i. 46. 

V. 7. E. PMteton, 
326 ; P. Goodwin, 
154. 

** Do not tear t1i» 
power of the 
world. When a. 
blind man runs, 
against you la 
tho gtieet, yea 
are not angxx 
with him. You 
say, 'Heisblindy 
poor man, or he 
would not have 
hurt me.' So 
you may my of 
the world, when 
they speaJc eril 
of Christ, * They 
are blind.*"— 
MeCkqfne. 



a " There is 
coming a capital 
judgment at last, 
and an earnest 
of it in partial 
punishment of 
sinners meaa* 
while."— #bii«idL 

b The point her» 
is, that when 
rulers oppress the 
oultiTatorsof the 
land they limit 
prxMluction, and 
BO injurs them- 
selres. 

c 1 TL vi 9, 10. 

V. 8. Dr.B.Bteb' 
bing, ii. 24. 

v.lO.DrJL.Marh' 
Umd, ii. 93; 3p» 
Hurd, yL 868. 
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« " Fears for hU 
wealth, and an 
orerloaded sto- 
mach, without 
labouring, will 
not suffer the 
rieh oppressor to 
Mleep." — Fauuet. 

» Job i. SI ; Ps. 
xlix.l7;lTi.vt7. 

9. 18. ff. Belgrave, 
Monitor t6 Fami- 
lie*. 



vv. 13, 14. Dr. J. 
DontUt T. 506. 



" Riches often- 
times, if nobody 
take them away, 
make to them- 
selves wings and 
fly away ; and 
truly, many a 
time the undue 
sparing of them 
is but letting 
their wing^ £rrow, 
wh. makes them 
ready to fly avray, 
and the contri- 
buting a part of 
them to do good 
only clips their 
wings a little, 
and makes them 
stay the longer 
with their 
owner. " — Abp. 
Leighton. 

e Roberts, 



a "In order to 
enjoy the good 
that there is in 
the riches of this 
world, it is neces- 
sary that one 
have a perfect 
rule over them, 
i^. that in the 
use of them he 
may at all times 
act in accordance 
with the Divine 
purpose." — 
Haruen. 

"A cheerful spirit 
is a great bless- 
ing ; it makes 
the yoke of oUr 
employments 



12—17. (12) labouring many one who toiU, with his hands, 
in the fields. He has no cares, and is weaiy enough to thoroughly 
enjoy his slumbers.* (13) kept, not distributed, so as to beoome 
a blessing to others. Hoarded up. (14) evil travail, thieyes, 
etc., or unsuccessful speculations, a son, late in life perhaps, 
nothing, all his misused treasure having yamshed. (15) 
naked, etc,^ if he keep his stores all his life, he cannot take 
them to the grave with him.^ (16) sore evil, he tries all his 
life to keep, and then at death must lose, (17) pain, of his fears 
and anxieties about his hoards. 

The sleep of the toiler (v. 12). — It is sweet — 1. As a rest from 
labour ; 2. As a repairer of exhausted energy ; 3. As a season of 
oblivion ; 4. As a ground of thankfulness to Him who knows 
what things we have need of ; 5. As a reminder of the death of 
the believer, and the awakening to everlasting life. 

Anxieties of the rich. — In many parts of the East there are not 
any banks for money, or public o£Bices, in which the affluent can 
deposit their riches ; consequently the property must be kept in 
the house, or concealed in some secret place. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it is no wonder that a man having great wealth 
should live in constant dread of its being stolen. There are those 
who have large treasures concealed in their houses, gardens, or 
fields; and, the fact being known, they are closely watched, 
whenever they pay special attention to any particular place or 
object. The late king of Kandy, after he was taken prisoner, 
and on his voyage to Madras, was much concerned about some of 
his concealed treasures, and yet he would not tell where they 
were. So great is the anxiety of some, arising from the jewels 
and gold which they keep in their frail houses, that they literally 
watcdi a great part of the night, and sleep in the day, that their 
golden deity may not be taken from them. I knew a man who 
had nearly all his wealth in gold pagodas, which he kept m a 
large chest in his bedroom. Neither in body nor in mind did he 
ever wander far from the precious treasure ; his abundance hm- 
dered him from sleeping ; and for a time it seemed as if it would 
hinder him from dying ; for when that fatal moment came, he 
several times, when apparently gone, again opened his eyes, and 
again gave another look at the chest ; and one of the last offices 
of his hands was to make an attempt to feel for the key under 
his pillow I ' 

18 — 20. (18) good, etc., a repetition of his very weak conclu- 
sion. (19) power to eat, in the sense of enjoying and using. 
(20) much remember, or think on ; anxiou^y jMuder over. 
Thankful to Grod for present good, he enjoys it, and leaves in 
God's hands the rest. Gk>d answereth nim, approving of his 
acts, and giving him the joy of a quiet conscience. " 

The nobleman's jewels. — ^A rich nobleman was once showing a 
friend a great collection of precious stones, whose value was 
almost beyond counting. There were diamonds, and pearls, and 
rubies, and gems from almost every country on the globe, which 
had been gathered by their x)08ses6or by the greatest labour asd 
expense. " And yet," he remarked, " they yield me no income.'* 
His friend replied that he had two stones, which cost him bat 
five pounds each, yet they yielded him a very considerable annual 
incfome. And he led him down to the mill, and pointed to the 
two toiling grey millstones. They were laboriously cmshiog 
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the grain into snowy flour, for the use of hundreds who depended 
on this work for their daily bread. Those two dull homely stones 
did more good in the world and raised a larger income than all 
the nobleman's jewels. So it is with idle treasure everywhere. 
It is doing nobody any good. While poor souls are dying of 
thirst, the money is hoaarded and hid away which might take the 
water of life to them. 



CHAPTER TEE SIXTH. 

1, 2. (1) common, better, it lies heavy on men: "great 
upon man." (2) for his soul, not here his spiritual nature, 
but his failing and craving, not power, etc^ eitJier by bringing 
sickness upon him, or making his care so overwhelming that he 
can enjoy nothing ; comp. chap.^ v. 19. a stranger, an alien, in 
whom he has no interest, evil disease, i.e. as bad as an evil 
ciiflease. 

Ill-healthy ill-ease (v, 2). — I. We have here an illustration of a 
not uncommon lot in life — great wealth, etc., with little power 
for enjoyment. II. We are reminded that enjoyment is often 
marred by the misuse of what seems to provide Uie opportunity. 
III. It is suggested that this is in accordance with laws of health, 
and of moral government, which none can break with impunity. 
rV. We infer that life should be ordered by the will of God. 

Alote on verge 2. — There is not a repetition of the same idea in 
these words as might at first appear. '' Wealth " is but another 
form of the word " weal," or " well-being," including those things 
which tend to the welfare of men, not merely money or other 
riches. In modem speech wealth has come to mean only " pro- 
perty," that upon which a man can place his hand. In former 
times many persons would have been called " wealthy " to whom 
we should not now apply the epithet. So when Paul, in 1 Cor. x. 
24, calls upon the brethren to seek each one to promote his 
brother's wealth, he is far from intending to say that it should 
be the object of the Corinthians to make each other rich ; they 
were to strive to promote, in every way they could, the prosperil^ 
of others, in spiritual as well as in temporal things. 

3 — 5. (3) days . . be many, Knobel trans. " and be a great 
man all his years." no bnrial," i.e. no honourable burial,* 
through the absence of all filial esteem for the mean and miserly 
man. untimely birth, wh. involves never experiencing life 
at all. See similar strong fig. ch. iv. 3. (4) he, i.e. the untimely 
birth of V. 3.' (5) this . . other, i.e. than the avaricious man, 
who neither knows rest in life or in death. 

Soul-poverty (r. 3). — I. We have a case supposed — a large 
household, great wealth, etc. II. A possibility suggested — t^e 
Boul void of good, poverty in the midst of wealUi. III. A truth 
asserted — such a man had better not have lived ; he has had his 
good tilings, he has had the toU of getting, the worry of keeping, 
the disappointment of leaving, and nothing to go to. 

Useless riches.— Daniel Dancer, — This man was remarkable for 
a miserly disposition. Lady Tempest, the only person who had 
tihe least influence over him, one day prevailed on him to purchase 
a hat (having worn his own for thirteen years) from a Jew for a 



easy, and the 
burden of our 
afflictions Ught'* 
—Mat, Henry. 

EazL9. 



A gentleman 
being shown 
through the mag- 
nificent grounds 
of a nobleman, 
said to the owner, 
"Well, my lord, 
all this and 
heaven would be 
noble; but this 
and hell would 
be terrible." 

When Rothschild 
heard that the 
head of the Ag- 
nade family was 
dead: "How 
much does he 
leave ?" he asked. 
" Twenty mil- 
lions." "You 
mean eighty ? " 
"No, twenty." 
" Dear me, I 
thought he was 
in easy circum- 
stances," remark- 
ed the modem 
Croesufl. 



a "Far a oorpee 
to lie unbuiied 
was a circum- 
stance in itself 
of peculiar ig- 
nominy and 
shame. " — Spk, 
Com. 

b Isa. Uii. 9; Je. 
xxii. 19. 

e He is a type of 
the driftless ex- 
istence of him 
who makes riches 
the chief good. 
"The wealth of 
the Cretans con- 
sists in health, 
vigour, and cou- 
rage, domestio 
quiet, concord, 
public liberty, 
plenty of all that 
is necessary, and 
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«ontempt of all 
that is aoperflu- 
ooa; a habit of 
Industry, an ab- 
horrence of idle- 
ness, an emula- 
tion in virtue, 
submission to the 
laws, and a re- 
Terenoe of the 

gods."— fi^^OR. 

"Worldly wealth 
Is the derirs 
halt; and those 
whose minds 
feed upon riches, 
xtoede, in gene- 
lal, from real 
happiness, in pro- 
portion as thehr 
stores increase; 
as the moou 
when she is fol- 
lest of light is 
farthest from tiie 
—Bttrtinu 



V.6. G,WhUffiddy 
748. 

** Those who tra- 
Tel through de- 
serts would often 
he at a loss for 
water if certain 
indications, 
whidi the hand 
of FroYidencehas 
marked out, did 
not serve to guide 
them to a supply. 
The secret wells 
are, for the most 
part, discoverable 
from the verdure 
which is nou- 
rished by their 
presence. So the 
iruitfulness of 
(ood WQiriks of 
the believer, 
amidst the dead- 
sess and stoility 
around him, pro- 
claims the Chris- 
tian's life." — 
Salter. 

a Pope, 



«** A man cannot 
with the greatest 
riches miake bis 
part good against 
the arrests of 
sickness or death, 
but must yield to 
his fate."— Jfa£. 
Henry. 

V. 9. /. Batguif, 
1141. 



flhiUingr ; bat to her great surprise, when she called tiie next day, 
she saw that the old chapeau' still oovered his head. On inquizy, 
it was found that, after much solicitation, he had preyaileid on 
old Griffiths, his servant, to purchase the hat for ei^^hteenpence, 
which Mr. Dancer bought the day before for a shilling. He 
generallj, in seyere weather, lay in bed to keep himfielf wann ; 
to light a fire he thought exx>ensiye, though he had £3,000 per 
annum, besides immense riches. He never took snuff, for that 
was extravagant, but he always carried a snuff-box. This pro- 
bably he would fill in the course of a month by pinches obtained 
from others. When the box was full, he would barter the con- 
tents for a farthing candle at a neighbouring greengrocer's ; 
this candle was made to last till the box was again full, as he 
never suffered any light in his house except while he was going 
to bed. He seldom washed his face and hands but when tl^ sim 
shone forth, tiien he would betake himself to a neighboariiig 
pool, and use sand instead of soap ; when he was washedhe wovdd 
lie on his back and dry himself in the sun, ae he never used a 
towel, for that would wear, and, when dirty, the washing was 
expensive. 

6—8. (6) thousand years, etc, the good of lonir H£e being 
destroyed l^ the utterly selfish way of spending the long yeais. 
(7) man, i.e. the man SoL now speaks of. mouth, type of 
semraal and selfish gratification, i^petite, thedavii^r e^eitod 
by indulgence. (8) knowetli . . liVing» in a modest and oon- 
tented style. 

The qniet life. — 

Happy the man whose wish and case 

A few paternal acres bound, 
Content to breathe his native air 

In his own gzonnd. 

Whose herds with milk, whose fields with bread, 

Whose flocks supply him with attire ; 
Whose trees in summer yield him shade. 

In winter, fire. 

Blest, who can unconoem'dly find 

Hours, days, and years glide soft away, 
In health of body, peace of mind, 

Quiet by day. 

Sound sleep by night ; study and ease 
Togfether mixed ; sweet recreation, 
And innocence, which most does please. 

With meditation." 

9, 10. (9) better, this v. appears to answer the qnestkm put 
in V. 8. siglit . . eyes, type of intellectual gratificatioics, whidi 
bring so much more satisfaction than merely sensual indulgenoeB. 
(10) contend . . he, aee ch. ix. 1 ; 1 Cor. x. 22.« 

Unequal conflicts (v. 10).— I. This has been often illustnied in 
national history ; the Zulu war for instance. U. Individual lif^« 
too, often supplies examples, as when one of much oonoeit and 
small knowledge is worsted in argument ; as when one with small 
capital competes with greater capital and knowledge ol tzada 
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m. Who hftth fought against Ood and prospered ? yet this war is 
oonstantlj waged bj the thoHghtless and impenitent. lY. God 
in Christ offers peace. 

All is vanity, — I once heard of a sagadons man, who, being on 
Mb death-bed, was solicited to leave some memorial to his friends. 
Unable to articulate, he made signs to have pen and ink brought 
to him, and with these traced two great drdes, or nothings, upon 
a sheet of paper. After his decease, there was much speculation 
what these could mean. The common conjecture was, that he 
intended to signify that the body and the soul have their 
appointed drcnits, and that, when these axe finished, they return 
seTerally to their <»ngin — ^the body to the earth, and the spirit 
unto God. In my opinion, however, the two ciphers must hare 
been intoided to show the nullity of all terrestrial things, just as 
the wisest of monarchs could fixid nothing but vanity and vexa- 
tion in the learning, pleasures, joys, honour, wealth, and glozy of 
the worid.* 

11, 12. (11) things, those detailed in the previous eh. 
better, for all the things he seeks so earnestly, and calls so good. 
(12) good, zeal and lasting good, vain life, or life of his 
vanity.* 

Jdfs* — O li&, I have enjoyed thee 1 Not every draught from 
thy fountain has had a bitter taste ; truly, not aJl upon earth is 
vanity, if we enjoy J\at the creature alone, but, in the creature, 
enj<^ also the Crimtor. But that which sweetens thee do I indeed 
take with me ; and i^at is, the friendship of my God, which has 
flowed to me through all created things, as through so many 
channels. Earthly channels may fail, but He knows how to pro- 
vide new ones. Ckme, gone, is life's enjoyment and sweetness, 
when we seek them in the creature only ; while, on the other 
hand, they are ever present to those who, in the good things of 
this life, recognise the hand that bestows them. G^us, evexy day 
becomes a treasury and the pocnest life may become a rich one. 
No, I do not look back upon it as mere vanity ; but now, when in 
the silenee of my chamber I survey all the past, my heart is filled 
with a joy which is too great for it to contain.* 



CHAPTER THE SEVENTH. 

1- good name, or good reputation ; as Pr. xxii. 1. In the 
Heb. there is a play upon the similar words shem, a name, shejnen, 
ointment." The reader will observe the similarity bet. this part 
of Ecclesiastes and the Bk. of Proverbs, better, more to be 
desired.* ointment,' scent, or oil, which is in general use and 
highly valued in hot climates, day of death, etc.y comp. 
PMl. i. 23. Sol. by this sentence commends a serious disposi- 
tion ; one that taikes into consideration the ending of life.*' 
'' To the man with a good name death is the entrance on a better 
life." 

Ibvo important days (v. 1). — For one who is mrepared, the day 
ef death is better than the day of birth. I. For in the day of 
birth one is clothed with a weak and frail body, while in the day 
of death one is clothed with the Lord from heaven. II. In the 
day of birth one enters a world ot contention and diange in- 



1" There 
: den of 
iKeUing 
I fear in 
them ; 



is a bur- 
care in 
riches; 
keeping 
tempta- 



tion in using 
them; gtiilt in 
abasing them ; 
warraw in losing 
them ; and a 
burden of ac- 
count at last to 
be given up con- 
oerningthsm." — 
MaUhemBmnf. 



IGaWtOd, 

a *'One wuold 
only be jngtifled 
in esteeming 
wealth in case he 
knew the future, 
and had it in his 
power. The 
merest chance 
can suddenly rob 
one of all that 
has been ga- 
thered with pain 
and toil. A great 
catastrophe may 
come, and sweep 
everything away 
fls a flood. The 
practical result, 
therefore, is that 
one should sbive 
after the true 
riches.**— Agii(r- 
Maiberff, 

hThotuek 



a The Heb. words 
of the sentence 
are TSb shem mt- 
ihtmenlSlK 

b "The honour 
of virtue is really 
more valuable 
and desirable 
than all the 
wealth and plea- 
Bure in this 
world.** — i/tcr. 
Btnf^, 

e "The likeness 
bet. reputation 
and odour sup- 
plies a oommou 
m«ti4)hor; the 
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contrast is be- 
tween repata- 
tion, as an hon- 
ourable attain- 
ment wh. only 
vrise men win, 
and fragprant 
odour as a grati- 
fication of the 
senses which all 
men enjoy." — 
Spk. Com, 

d **A good and 
reputable name, 
wh. secures an 
ideal existence 
with posterity, is 
more raluable 
than all sensual 
p 1 e a B a r e." — 
EUter. 

c Jowett. 

a " In the ceme- 
teries in the 
neighbourhood of 
Cairo are many 
private burying 
grounds, each one 
belonging to one 
family ; and they, 
if the owners be of 
sufficient wealth, 
have erected 
within them a 
house of mourn- 
ing. To this the 
females of the fa- 
mily repair twice 
a year, and re- 
main there for 
three or more 
days and nights." 
— Oadsby. 
b The Lord Jesus 
taught us that 
times of feasting 
may be sanctified 
by giving His 
presence at the 
marriage feast in 
Cana. 

c C5omp. godly 
sorrow, 2 Cor. vlL 
10. 

d Maurer, 
e a CecU. 
f Dr, H. Mac- 
tniUan. 



a " The fool's 
heart is aU upon 
it to be merry 
and jovial; his 
whole delight is 
in sport and 
gaiety, in merry 
stories, merry 
songs and merry 
oompany, merry 



Tested with the helplessness and inezperienoe of inf anqr ; in the 
day of death one is crowned with immortality, and invested with 
the power of an endless life. III. In the day of birth one enters 
on a life of sorrow ; in the day of death he passes on to the 
whole gain of dying. IV . In the day of birth one is bom to die ; 
in ilie day of death one dies to live for ever. 

A good name among the Druses —Nothing is more sacred with 
a Druse than his public reputation. He will overlook an insult 
if known only to him who has offered it, and will pnt up with 
blows when his interest is concerned, provided nobody is a 
witness ; but the slightest abuse given in public he revenges 
with the greatest fury. This is the most remarkable feature of 
the national character. In public a Druse may appear honour- 
able, but he is easily tempted to a contrary bdkaviour when he 
has reason to think that his conduct will remain undiscovered. 
The ties of blood and friendship hare ^o power among them : 
the son no sooner attains the years of maturity than he begins ta 
plot against his father.*' 

2, 8. (2) house of monmingr, or a house where there is 
mourning or lamentation for the dead.* that . . men, viz., the 
death wh. they are taking into consideration m the house of 
mourning.' lay . . heart, seriously ponder it, and try to leam 
wise lessons from the brevity of life, etc. (3) sorrow, not here 
gyn&fj but rather seriousness^ laughter, regarded as the ex- 
pression of thoughtless and boisterous merry-making, sad- 
ness, etc,^ oomp. Ps. xc. 12 ; 2 Cor. vi. 10. " In eadness of 
countenance liiere may be a good (cheerful) heart" ' 

The house of inourning (y. 2). — It is better than the house of 
feasting, because — I. It gives better lessons. II. It has better 
company. III. It has better comforts. lY. A better end awaits 
us in the house of mourning.* 

Reflection and absorption. — The light of comfort shines in the 
darkness of sorrow. To use a homely illustration, a towel, when 
wetted, becomes darker than before, but at the same time it 
becomes more transparent. In quitting one medium for another 
— ^the air for water — its power of reflecting light is diminished, 
but its power of absorbing light is incret^ed, so that the dark- 
ness of &e towel is due to its increased transparency. This is 
the case, too, with such minerals as tabaedieez and hydrophane, 
a variety of opal, and also with table-salt and snow, which are 
opaque when dry, but when immersed in water become trans- 
parent. Thus it is with sanctified trial. When passing from 
the element of joy into the element of sorrow life is darkened^ 
but it is made more transparent than before. It does not reflect 
60 much gladness, but it allows us to see deeper into its true 

nature By a gracious dispensation of Heaven, the loss of 

reflection becomes a gain of absorption./ 

4 — 6. (4) wise, a strong way of saying that a man finds he 
can leam best in serious and solemn scenes. '* Where he can be 
serious, the wise man is in his element." fools,* inconsiderate 
men, but always in Scripture with the idea of wilfulness, lead- 
ing to wickecbiess. (5) rebuke, etc.f oomp. Pr. xiiL 18, xv. 
31, 32. (6) crackling, eto.^ noisy for a very brief time,* and 
answering to the merriment of fools. *' Quickly blazing up, 
with loud crackling and snapping, and also quickly consumed.*^ 
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OracJding of thorns, — In ref erenoe to this expression it may be 
observed that dried cow-dung was in Palestine commonly used 
for fuel, as it is at the present day ; but it is remarkably slow in 
bnming : on this account the Arabs frequently threaten to bum 
a person with cow-dung, as a lingering deat^. This fuel forms 
a striking contrast to t£e short-lived and noisy violence of thorns 
and furze, which are speedily consumed, with the crackling noise 
alluded to. Roberts says, '' In some places, firewood being very 
scarce, the i)eople gather cow-dung, make it into cakes, and dry 
it in the sun, after which it is r^dy for fuel. This practice is 
alluded to in Ezekiel iv. 15. Those who are accustomed to 'have 
their food prepared in this way prefer it to any other ; they tell 
you it is sweeter and more holy, as the fuel comes from their 
sacred animaL" 

7. oppression, Ps. bdi. 10. Perhaps here the pressu/re that 
is put on a wise man, as, for instance, with bribes. By this 
pressure he may be made mad or foolish enough to turn aside 
from the right. Some think the reference is to the exercise of 
tyrannical power by the wise.* gift, or bribe. De. xvi. 19.* 
lieaxt, i.e. the right intentions of the heart. 

Not to he bribed. — ^When gfreat i^resents were sent to Epami- 
nondas, the celebrated Theban general, he used to observe : " If 
the thing you desire be good, I wiU do it without any bribe, even 
because it is good ; if it be not honest, I will not do it for all the 
groods in the world.'' He was so great a contemner of riches, 
that when he died he left not enough to discharge the expenses 
of the funeral. 

8 — ^lO. (8) better is the end, bee. the painful uncertain- 
ties and toils are over.^ patient in spirit, camp. K. T. Greek 
Tvord, TTiakrothumiay long-suffering.* proud, impatient, hasty, 
self-confident, unwilling to wait. (9) angry, better, sensitive^ 
easUy offended.« resteth, eomp, Eph. iv. 26. "A fretful, 
irritable disposition is mainly found in fools.'* (10) former . . 
better, this question is still often asked, esp. as men g^w old. 
But it is usually the sign of a peevish and repining di^sition. 
Those Tvho ask thus fail worthily to observe God's working in 
tLme present. 

I^atience and pride (v. 8). — I. A patient spirit is more noble 
than a proud spirit. 1. It sees farther ; 2. Is more generous ; 3. 
Snffers less humiliation. 11. A jMitient spirit is more advanta- 
g'eons than a proud spirit. 1. It produces wise counsel; 2. It 
maintains strong and lasting friendships ; 3. It ensures constant 
co-operation in any good work ; 4. It brings about influence and 
hononr for its possessor. III. The patient spirit is more Christ- 
like than the proud. See Jesus — 1. Before the proud ; 2. With 
the proud.'* 

^. JBradford and J, Wesley. — Joseph Bradford was for some 
years tJie travelling companion of Mr. Wesley, for whom he 
Tvoold have sacrifice health and even life, but to whom his will 
would never bend, except in meekness. ** Joseph," said Mr. 
Wesley, one day, "take tiiese letters to the post." B, "I will 
take lieni after preaching, sir." W, " Take them now, Joseph." 
B. '^ I wish to hear you preach, sir ; and there will be sufficient 
time for the post after service." W. " I insist upon your going 
now, Joseph." B. "I will not go at present." TT. "You 

VOli* VII. O.T. X 



days and merry 
nights. This is 
his folly, and it 
helps to make 
him more and 
more foolish." — 
Mat. Henry, 
b Illus. fr. case of 
Rehoboam, 1 £1. 
xii. 6—16. 
e" Our boatman's 
boy always had 
to go on shore, 
and gather sticks, 
thorns, doora- 
straw, rubbish 
— anything he 
could lay his 
hands upon, for 
boiling the men's 
pot But these 
dried thorns, etc., 
though they 
make a great 
noise for a time, 
soon bum out, 
and are then 
quiet enough." — 
Oadsby. 

a This may be 
illustrated in the 
case of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, Da. 
iv. 26. 

b " Sometimes in 
Egypt bribes are 
taken from both 
plaintiff and de- 
fendant ; and the 
decision is given 
in favour of him 
who pays the 
highest."— Lane. 

a " Fair begin- 
nings (like Solo- 
mon's) are often 
belled by what 
comes after." — 
Wordsworth. 
"In a subordi- 
nate sense this 
prov. Is one of 
practical and po- 
litical prudence, 
and recommends 
quickness of de- 
spatch, and is a 
warning against 
tedious prolixity 
and desultory 
speaking."- Zor^; 
Bacon. 

« It is better 
quietly to wait 
the course of an 
afbir until its 
issue, and not to 
judge and act 
until then, than 
to proceed rashly, 
and with passion- 
ate haste, and 
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bring upon one- 

telf its bod con- 

•eqnenceB." — 

O. ZOckler. 

ft Col i n ; He. 

ills, IS ; Jas. Y. 

7.8. 

e Comp. Reho- 

boam, 1 KL zii. 

13. 

^Thfttwillbieak 

a prood man's 

heart which will 

not break a 

humble man's 

s 1 e e p."— if a t. 

Henry. 

d Stem* and 

Twigi. 

a ** BoBenmtUler 
and others un- 
derstand this to 
mean that wis- 
dom preserves 
life in safety, or 
renders life calm 
and happy; but 
a deeper meaning 
is elicited by 
comparing these 
words with those 
of our Lord, 'The 
words that I 
speak unto you 
they are spirit 
and they are 
life' (Jno. yi. 63, 
and see Mat. iv. 
A)r—Spk. Com." 

Pr. viii. 11, xvi. 
16 ; 2 Ti iiL 16. 

vv. 11, 12. Ahp. 
Daufes, i. 103. 

V. 12. Dr. A. 
GerardA. 463 ;H. 
Melvai, 23. 

&2>. Cheever, 



a " Consider that 
every work of 
God is wise, just, 
and good, and 
there is an ad- 
mirable beauty 
and harmony in 
His works, and 
all will appear at 
last to have bees 



won't?" 3. "No, dr." W, "Then you and I must part." B. 
" Very good, sir." The good men slept over it. Both were early 
risers. At four o'clock the next morning the refractory helper 
was accosted with, " Joseph, have you considered what I said— 
that we must part ?" JS . " Yes, sir." W. " And must we part ?" 
jB. "Please yourself, sir." W, "Will you ask my pardon, 
Joseph?" B, "No, sir." W. "You won't?" B, "No, sir." 
W, " Then I will ask yours, Joseph." Poor Joseph was instantly 
melted : smitten as by the word of Moses, when forth gushed the 
tears, Jdke the water from the rock. He had a tender soul ; and 
it was soon observed when the appeal was made to the heart 
instead of the head. 

11, 12. (11) with, an inheritanoe, marg. "as good as an 
inheritance." The rest of the verse should read, " yea, better, to 
them that see the sun :" i.e. to the living. (12) defence, or 
shadow. Those who have wisdom are as well defended as those 
that have money ; and, beyond this, wisdom has its own specasl 
advantages, giveth. life, animates him. Money may be a 
blessing on a man's circumstances: wisdom is an additional 
blessing to the man himself .<> 

The soldier^ s shield. — Samuel Proctor was trwned up in the 
use of religfious ordinances, and in early life felt some religions 
impressions. He afterwords enlisted as a soldier in the first 
regiment of foot guards, and was made a grenadier. Kotwith- 
staading this, the impressions made upon his mind continued ; 
and the fear of the Lord, as a guardian angel, attended him 
through the changing scenes of Ufe. There were a few in the 
regiment who met for pious and devotional exercises ; he cast in 
his lot among them, and always carried a small pocket Bible in 
one pocket and his hymn-book in the other. He took part in the 
struggle on the plains of Waterloo in 1815. In the evening of 
June 16, in the tremendous conflict on that day, his regiment 
was ordered to dislodge the French from a wood of whi<£. they 
had taken possession, and from which they annoyed the allied 
army. While thus engaged he was thrown a distance of four or 
five yards by a force on his hip, for which he could not account 
at the time ; but when he came to examine his Bible he saw, 
with overwhelming gratitude to the Preserver of his life, what it 
was that had thus driven him. A musket-ball had struck his 
hip where his Bible rested in his pocket, and penetrated nearly 
half through that sacred book. All who saw ^e ball said that 
it would undoubtedly have killed* him had it not been for the 
Bible, which served as a shield. The Bible was kept as a sacred 
treasure, and laid up in his house, like the sword of Goliath in 
the tabernacle. " That Bible," said Proctor, " has twice saved 
me instrumentally — ^first, from death in battle, and second, from 
death eternal."^ ^ 

13, 14. (13) work of Gk)d, orderings of Divine Providence.* 
straight, eto.^ for the mystery of Providence is that some 
things' appear to us to be made crooked.^ (14) Joyfol, pros- 
perous times are sent for our gladdening, and it is proper to 
rejoice in them, consider, bee. adverse times are just as tmly 
sent to lead to seriousness and review, one . . other, i.e. wisely 
proportioned them, and fitted them together in every Hfe.* 

Themes for the day of adversity (v. 14). — ^I. Some themes far 
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eaints in the day of adversity. 1. Consider who sends the 
adversity ; 2. Why it is sent ; 3. What yon have in tihe day of 
4idversity ; 4. What you shall be after the day of adversity ; 5. 
What yon need now to glorify God. II. Some themes for sinners 
in the day of adversity. Consider — 1. The joys yon have had ; 
2. What yon deserve ; 3. Whence your adversity comes ; 4. The 
infinitely greater adversity of lost sonls ; 5. That Jesns is willing 
to save in this day of adversil^.' 

Ihvo mourners. — Early in life (says a lady in South Carolina) I 
became interested in tracts ; but it was not until a season of 
affliction that I realised their value. A dear friend was taken 
from me by death, and my soul was disquieted within me, when a 
female acquaintance to whom, when in affliction, I had once sent 
the Friendly Vint to the House of Mourning, returned Ihe same 
tract to me. I had before read it as applicable to others, but now, 
as addressed to myself ; and I humbly trust I was thereby enabled 
to view the goodness of my heavenly Father, even in the bitter- 
ness of my cup, and to say from the heart, '^ It is the Lord ; let 
Him do what seemeth to Him good." The same teact was, some 
years sinoe, presented by my revered father, on paying his bill, 
to the landlady of a house where we put up for t^e night. Calling 
afterwards at the same inn, the landlady, on hearing my name, 
invited me into her sitting-room, told me of her receiving the 
tract, and that at the time it was presented to her she had just 
been called to bury a beloved daughter, and was weeping over 
her loss in all the anguish of that sorrow which " worketh death." 
At first she was only anxious to know to whom she was indebted 
for the tract ; but curiosity soon led her to examine the gift 
itself, and God blessed it to her conviction, her conversion, and 
her lasting consolation ; indeed, she never parted with it but 
when some friend or neighbour was in affliction. 

15^ 16. (15) all things, ix, all sorts of things, days . • 
vanity, such as he gives account of in previous chapters, when 
he was trying all possible experiences, j list, etc., this mysterious 
association of righteousness and misfortune can be seen in eveiy 
ag'e. It is the bewilderment of ABaph and of Job. (16) righteous 
over ZELUOh, " a warning against that strictly exact but hypo- 
critical and external righteousness of those predecessors of &e 
Pharisees to whom the preceding v, referred."' Do not think 
thou canst grasp and apprehend these mysteries.* destroy 
thyself, as v. 15, " perisheth," etc. 

Migkteous over much (v. 16). — I. What is the real import of this 
passage ? The thing condemned here is evidently not having too 
much righteousness, but estimating our righteousness more highly 
than we ought, and priding ourselves in and boasting of that 
w^hioh we really do not possess, n. What all of us should learn 
from the subject before us. 1. The importance of obtaining 
proper views of our own righteousness ; 2. Bightly to appreciate 
the righteousness of Christ ; 3. To pray that we may be made 
in every respect what Gk)d would have us be.* 

Jfiigo Grotius. — Hugo Grotius was bom at Delft, April 10, 1583, 
and had the best masters to direct his education. He was dis- 
tingnished from his earliest years by the great brilliancy of his 
parts, and his application was equally remarkable. At eight years 
of age he composed Latin elegiac verses ; and at fourteen he 
maintained public theses in mathematics, law, and philosophy, 

z2 



for the best"— 
Mat. Henry. 

De. vlli. S, 5 ; 90. 
vUl. 28. 

b " In obaerying 
the works of God 
thou wilt find 
that His infla- 
enoe is eternal 
and immutable; 
for who can har- 
monise the d»> 
fects and imper- 
fections of hu- 
man life decreed 
by Him?" — 0. 
ZOekUr. 

e " This mixture 
of good and eyil 
days is by the 
Div. pror. so pro- 
portioned, that it 
sufficiently justi- 
fies the desdlngg 
of God towards 
the sons of men, 
and obviates all 
our discontent 
and murmuring 
against Him." — 
Bp. Bull. 

d Stems and 
Twigt. 



a 0. Zdekler. 

b "The sugges- 
tion that these 
w. are intended 
to advocate a 
middle course be- 
tween sin and 
virtue is at vari- 
ance with the 
whole tenor of 
the book."— *S5p*. 
Com. 

"Fobs. Sol. is de- 
livering a precept 
against straining 
any one virtue 
to extremes." — 
Wordsteorth. 

" If you see a 
man rigorous and 
severe with re- 
gard to the sins 
of his brethren, 
80 OS not to make 
charitable allow- 
ances, and to ex- 
tend pardon to 
them, you may 
presume that 
man to be righte- 
ous over much 
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Not to recofiTQise 
hanuuiwealmeas, 
and to make al- 
lowance for it, is 
inhuman juttice." 
■^S, jtrofntt 

It. 15. Dr. T. F\a- 
Ur^ Com. on Matt.; 
J>r. R. Piddet^m. 
Zil\Dr.W.aag- 
gett, ilL 124; A. 
Fuller, 518. 

c W.SnOl. 



o Pr. X. 27 ; Pa. 
Ir. 23; Job xv. 
32, xzii 16. 

9. 17. /. Marti- 
neau, L 333. 

** A hare and 
tortoise engaged 
to ran a race ; 
but the hare, de- 
IMnding on the 
swiftness of his 
foot, delayed in 
starting off upon 
the proposed race 
60 long that the 
tortoise reached 
the gocd, and won 
the prize through 
its perseverance, 
though' slow in 
its motions." — 
John Bate. 

h Bib. Treasury. 



vv. 19, 20. Dr. R. 
Oell, Essay J 761. 

V. 20. Luther, Op. 
1 154; T. Boston. 
it 374. 

"The true law of 
the race is pro- 
gress and de- 
velopment. 
"Whenever civi- 
lisation pauses in 
the march of con- 
quest, it is over- 
thrown by the 
barbarian." — 
Simms. 

a Whileeross. 



o"As therefore 
thou, being far 
from perfectly 
* just ' thyself, 
hast much to be 



with general applause. His reputation by this time was esta- 
blished, and he was mentioned by the principal scholars of the 
age as a prodigy of learning and as destined to make a oonspicn- 
ous figure in tiie republic of letters. In 1598 he accomi)aiiied 
Bamevelt, ambassador extraordinary of the Dutch States, in a 
journey to France, where he was introduced to Henry lY., who 
was so pleased with his learning that he presented him with his 
picture and a gold chain. WMle in France he took the degree 
of Doctor of Laws. The following year he commenced practice 
as an advocate, and pleaded his first cause at Delft. In t^e same 
year, though then only seventeen, he was chosen historiographer 
to the United Provinces, in preference to several learned men 
who were candidates for that office. 

17, 18. (17) over muoh wicked, maliciously wicked. All 
are wicked from frailty, some are wicked in wilfnlnesB. Such 
cannot escape the due penalties, die . . time, sinful indulgence 
surely shortening life.<* (18) take . . this, i.e. this oounaeL 
And the " fear of God " is the only sufficient secnriirf &om both 
extremes, of self -righteousness and self-indulgence. 

The warning despised. — ^A lainister in the neighbourhood of 
Birmingham recently stated, in- one of his discourses, the fcdlow- 
ing fact. A deacon of a Christian church was walking, one 
Sabbath day, to the house of Gk)d, when he saw a young man, 
with whom he had some slight acquaintance, come out of an inn 
and mount his horse. *^ Can you teU me, deacon," said he, jocosely, 
"how far it is to hell?" The deacon paused, reflected for a 
moment, then replied, " It is not far off. Tou may come to it 
sooner than you expect.'' The young man laughed, put spurs to 
his horse, and was soon out of sight. The deacon wfdked gently 
on, and as the road made a turn saw a crowd before him. Coming 
up to the spot, he saw the young man to whom he had just before 
spoken the words of warning, lying a corpse upon the ground. 
His horse had become restive and unmanageable, and thrown his 
rider, who, falling on his head, was killed upon the spot.* 

19, 20. (19) strengtheneth, etc., Pr. xxi 22, xxiv. 5: 
Ecd. ix. 13—16. (20) for, should be, hit just, a perfectly 
righteous, or perfectly wise, see v, 16. sizmeth noL, cam^. 
Ro. iii. 9 — 18 ; 1 Jno. i. 8. 

Dying like a ChrisUcm. — Anne de Montmorency, constable of 
France, having been mortally wounded at an engagement, was 
exhorted by those who stood around him to die like a good Chris- 
tian, and with the same courage which he had shown in his life- 
time. To this he most nobly replied in the following manner : — 
Gentlemen and fellow-soldiers I I thank you all very kindly for 
your anxious care and concern about me : but the man who ha» 
been enabled to endeavour to live well for fourscore years past 
can never need to seek now how to die well for a quarter of as 
hour. But observe, my having been enabled to endeavour to lire 
well, is not tiie ground of my dependence ; no, my sole depen- 
dence is on Jesus Christ. It is by &e grace of God, througli Him, 
that I now am what I am."' 

21, 22. (21) take, etc, counsel based on the oonsideratien 
that all are sinners. Many things will be said by imperfect folk 
which you will be wiser not to hear or heed.« Do not be cnrioiis 
to hear how people judge thee. " A warning against idle coziooty* 
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and latent desire of praise.'* (22) onrsed others/ spoken evil 
of. The sense of onr own fmilty should ever make us considerate 
towards others. 

A quid pro qrio. — ^A lady being yisited with a violent disorder, 
was under the necessity of applying for medical assistance. Her 
doctor being a gentleman of great latitude in his religions senti- 
ments, endeavoured, in the course of his attendance, to persuade his 
patient to adopt his creed, as wdl as to take his medicines. He 
frequently insisted, with a considerable degree of dogrmatism, 
that repentance and reformation were all that either God or man 
could require of us, and that consequently there was no necessity 
for an atonement by the sufferings of the Son of God. As this 
was a doctrine the lady did not believe, she contented herself 
with following his medical prescriptions, without embracing his 
creed. On her recovery, she forwarded a note to the doctor, 
desiring the favour of his company to tea when it suited his 
convenience, and requesting him to make out his bill. In a short 
time he made his visit, and the tea-table being removed, she 
addressed him as follows : — " My long illness has occasioned you 
a number of journeys ; and I suppose, doctor, you have procured 
my medicines at considerable expense." The doctor acknowledged 
tt^t ^* good drugs were not to be obtained but at a veiy high 
price." Upon which she replied, " I am extremely sony that I 
have put you to so much labour and expense, and aJso promise 
that, on any future indisposition, I will never trouble you again. 
So you see I both repent and reform." The doctor, inanediately 
shrugging up his shoulders, exclaimed, *'That will not do for 
me." " The words of the wise are as goads."* 

23, 24. (23) proved, or found out. This is some of the fruit 
of his dearly-bought experience, wise, he wanted to be perfectly, 
absolutely wise ; but this was beyond attainment. (24) that . . 
far off, viz., the very innermost essence of wisdom." 

A. mun saved from drowning by a child. — ^A very gallant action was 
recently performed at Heme Bay, by a child aged nine years, the 
son of Colonel Munro, of the Bower, Maidstone. He and a younger 
brother had gone down to bathe, and saw a man in the water, 
who had sunk once. The little fellow was not at first aware he 
could not swim, but when he perceived the man in danger, and 
about to sink the second time, he bravely rushed into the water, 
and swam to his assistance. The man immediately caught at 
him, and both would have been involved in the same destmction 
had not the chUd had the presence of mind to dive, and thus 
escape his grasp ; thenapproacMng more cautiously he dexterously 
seized him by the arm and dragged him ashore. The persons 
present speak with admiration of tiie prompt and cool manner in 
w^hich the little fellow acted, and affirm that but for his intre- 
pidity the man must inevitably have been drowned, as his situa- 
tion previously had been unnoticed from the shore. 

25, 26. (25) the reason, to get an insight into the inner 
meaning and purpose of things good and bad. ^' The right esti- 
mation of things." (26) I find, etc, Pr. xxii. 14.« pleaseth 
GK>d, the Grod-fearing and just men. 

A how drawn at a ventwre. — "About twenty years ago,^' says 
Dr. Wisner, " I was called, in the providence of God, to preach a 
sermon in a village a little more than twenty miles from where I 



f argiven by God, 
do not take too 
strict accoiiiit,a« 
the Klf-righteoui 
do, of words 
spoken against 
thee by others." 
— Fatuset. 

" The wisdom of 
the Creator has 
given us two 
ears, and only 
one tongue, in 
order to teach us 
that we must 
hear twice before 
we speak once." 
—JSUarke. 

" Pompey showed 
his wisdom and 
magnanimity 
when the papers 
of his enemy Ser- 
torius were 
brought to him, 
by ordering them 
aU to be burnt." 
"Ld. Bacon. 

ft 1 KL ii. 44. 

V. 21. D. Sturmy, 
145; Bp. Hurd, 
vi. 407. 

c WhUecross. 



a Bo. zi. 33. 

" The books wh. 
once we valued 
more than the 
apple of the eye 
we have quite 
exhausted. What 
is that but saying 
that we have 
come up with 
the point of view 
which the uni- 
versal mind took 
through the eyes 
of one scribe ; 
we have been 
that man, and 
have passed on." 
'■'Smerson. 



a^Thevenotsays 
there is a custom 
amongst the 
Arabs, in some 
parts, of sending 
out, in a way 
where travellers 
are expected, a 
handsome wo- 



326 



JKCCLEaiASTXS, 



[Cap. viL 27-29, 



man, in tern, and 
with her hair di- 
■herdled. The 
pMding traTeller 

etieB her, **kM 
nr behind him 
on hiB beast; then 
she throws a oord 
•boat his nedk 
and strangles 
him, or holds him 
nntU the robbers 
come." — Oad$bg. 

Oomp. 1 KL xL ;i 
— 8;Pr. ii. 16— 
19, T. S, etc 

"Now, by 8t 
Fftnl, the work 
goes bravely on." 
—CoUeg COber. 



a Both Burei- 
hardt and Latte 
give the women 
of Cairo a sad 
eharaoter for im- 
morality ; and no 
wonder,oonsider- 
ing the surround- 
ings in which 
they are edu- 
cated, and the 
evil uiflaenoe of 
the qystem of 
poIygBmy. 

»" Man has visi- 
bly lost his way, 
and feels in him- 
adf some relics of 
a happy state fr. 
wh. he isftillen, 
and wh. he can- 
not recover. He 
aedcB it every- 
where with rest- 
lessness, and nn- 
sucoeasfnlly in 
Impenetrable 
d a r k n e B s." — 
BbucoI. 

e B. JHckinwn, 
MJL 

d Dr. CuyUr. 



was then settled. I preiusheclfrom Bev. iii. 20 : ^ Behold, I st&nd 
at the door, and knodc : if any man hear My voioe, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and h.e with 
Me.' After pointing out some of the ways in which Christ 
knocked at the doors of sinners, I remarked that He was then 
knocking at the door of that yonng man who had recently heen 
bereaved of a beloved parent, and inquired whether he wonM 
then listen to the Savionr, and open the door. I did not at that 
time know that there had been any recent bereavement in the 
congregation, but twenty years afterwards, at a meeting of Synod, 
one of the elders from that church came to me, and with deep 
emotion informed me that the remark to which I have alluded 
was to his soul * a nail in a sure place, fixed by the Master of 
aaBemblies.' He was, at the time of my preaching, mourning the 
loss of a beloved mother ; and when I unwittingly alluded to his 
case, and inqu^sd wliether he would listen to Olmst's voice and 
open the door, his heart responded ^ I will,* and there, in his seat 
in the house of God, the Saviour came ' in unto him,* and filled 
his soul wiili joy and peace, according to His gracious promise." 

27 — ^29. (27) one by one, i.e, weighing and considering 
eacb separately. (28) one man, " whose good qualities satisfy 
eipectations." woman, etc,, it appears that, at the present 
day, the immodesly, ignorance, and degradation of the women 
in Eastern harems is painful to contemplate." (29) npright, 
Ge. i. 27. inventions,* tricks, conceits, evil artifices. No 
reference is intended to scientific inventions and discoveries. 

Alarm to distiUerg (v, 29).— I. The business of distUling 
confers no benefits on your fellow-men. II. It is not only 
useless, but it is the occasion of many and great evils. HL It 
destroys to a great extent the bounties of Providence. IV. By 
continuing tlSs destructive business you greatly offend the 
virtuous imd respectable part of the community. Y. You puisne 
a pernicious csJUng in opposition to great light. YI. PerseTer- 
ance in this business must necessarily be at Uie expense of yonr 
own reputation and that of your posterity. Vll. By prosecuting 
it in a day of light and reform you peculiarly oftend God, and 
endanger your immortal interests.' 

The deoeitfidness of gin. — ^We have heard of a singular tree 
that forcibly illustrates the deceitfnlness of sin. It is called the 
*^ Judas tree." The blossoms appear before the leaves, and th^ 
are of brilliant crimson. The flaming beauty of the fiowes 
attracts innumerable insects, and the wandering bee is drawn to 
it to gather honey. But every bee that alights upon the blossomi 
imbibes a fatal opiate, and drops dead from among the crimson 
flowers to the earth. Beneath this enticing tree the earth ift 
strewed with the victims of its fatal fascinations. That fatal 
plant that attracts only to destroy is a vivid emblem of the 
deceitfnlness and deadliness of sin. For the poison of sin's 
bewitching flowers there is but one remedy. It is found in th» 
" leaves of the tree of life ** that groweth on Mount Gidvaxy.' 
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CHAPTER THE EIGHTH. 

1 — 3. (1) who . . man ? whatever be the ontwazd drcum- 
stances, SoL intimates that the wise man has the best of it* 
interpretation, has some insight into the meaning of things.' 
face to shine, as with the smiles of serenity, boldness, 
better, severity^ or gloom^ or anxiety} (2) oath of Qod, oath 
of alleg^ianoe taken at the king's accession. Kings were regarded 
as Grod's anointed. *' An oath of God is an oath made with an 
appeal to Gk)d as witness." (3) hasty . . sight, do not in 
Budden anger break away from allegfiance. stand not, i.e, do 
not persist in.' whatsoever, etc,, the Eastern king is inde- 
pendent and nnoontroUed. 

Be prompt, — Preparation for eternity mnst be now, at once, 
and in adyance of the danger. The fable of the wild boar and 
l^e fox teaches ns this lesson : — Once upon a time, a wild boar 
of the jnngle was whetting his tusks against the trunk of a 
tree. A fox passing by askS him why he did this, seeing that 
neither hunter nor hound was near. *' True 1'' said the boar, 
^' but when that danger does arise, I shall have something else 
to do than to sharpen my weapons I" Was it not very true ? — 
On a wild coast of Britain there are tall and craggy chffs, which 
overhang the ocean. The people residing near xuake their liveli- 
hood by gathering the eggs of the rock-birds. An iron is fixed 
in the cliff above ; a rope is attadied, and the adventurer lowers 
himself, until he arrives at the ledge of ihe rook. In this he 
encounters many dangers. Once a man found the rock to over- 
hang so much that he was obliged to swing himself to and fro, 
so as to gain his foothold on the rock. He succeeded ; but in 
doing so he lost the rope from his grasp. The rope swung to 
and fro — ^its vibrations becoming less and less, and each time 
more and more distant. The man stood, and quick as thought 
reasoned thus with himself : — ^*' That rope is my only chance of 
life. In a little while it will be for ever beyond my reach. It 
IB nearer now than it ever will be again. I must lay hold of it 
or die 1" So saying, promptitude nerved his strength ^ he 
sprang from the cliff as the rope was next approaching, caught 
it, and was safe I This is just our state of perU by reason of our 
sin. There are opportunities now; and, for aught we know, 
th^ maybe gradually diminishing. Gome now. Lay hold on 
your hope now I Be prompt, and *' whatsoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with thy might ; for there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou goest." 

4, 6. (4) what doest thou ? none may resist the king's 
arbitrary power, or object to his commands. (5) feel . . thing, 
be influenced by no seditious or rebellious schemes, time and 
-Judgment, for influencing the king, and securing the due 
modification of his schemes. There is no intended reference here 
to the doctrine of a general judgment. 

Obedience and its rervard. — ^A man who had been accustomed 
to go with the cars on week-days informed his wife ihat he had 
be^ requested to go with the cars on the Sabbath. She replied, 
" I take it for granted that you do not intend to go." Such was 
her confidence in her husband that he would not do a wicked 



a " Can boIvb the 
problem of GKxl's 
dispensations 
with a nation." — 
Wordsioorth. 

b Oomp. Da. yill. 
33. 

"That repulslTe 
harshness and 
stiffness of the 
features wh. are 
a necessary re- 
sult of a coarse, 
anamiable and 
selfish heart. It 
is the civilising, 
softening, and 
morally refining 
infiuence of true 
wisdom on the 
soul of man that 
the author has in 
Yie\r:'-O.Z0eiler. 

c " In presence of 
akingitispropw 
to appear modest 
and yet firm, to 
show ourselyes 
neither over 
timid nor obsti- 
nate towards 
him:*— EmUd. 

V.2. Dr. J. Jeffrey, 
1 159 ; E. BeeiUm, 
135. 

"Let us labour 
for that larger 
and larger corn* 
prehension oC 
truth, that moie 
and more tho* 
rough r^udia- 
tion of errors 
which shall makB 
the history of 
mankind a series 
of ascending de- 
velopments." 
— Horace MaTM. 



"As for my death, 
I bless Qod I feel 
and find so much 
inward joy and 
comfort to my 
soul, that if I 
were put to my 
choice whether I 
would die or Ure, 
I would a thou- 
sand times rather 
choose death 
than life, if it 
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may stand with 
the holy will of 
God."— £<fword 
Deering. 

"The progress 
from Inftuioy to 
boyhood is im- 
perceptible. In 
that long dawn 
of the mind we 
take but UtUe 
heed. The years 
pass by us, one 
by one, little dis- 
tinguishable 
from each other. 
But when the 
intellectual sun 
of our life is 
risen, we take due 
note of joy and 
Borrow. " — Barry 
ik/mtealL 
a Bib. Treatury, 

A « A heavy mis- 
fortuneyisitB him 
as a well-deserved 
punishment^ and 
he lUls a victim 
€A his foolish ef- 
fort to struggle 
against the 
Divinely - sano- 
tioned ordi- 
nances of this 
world."— O.Z&ifc- 
ler. 

*• Bacon said— 
* Time is the 
greatest of inno- 
vators.' He might 
also have said, 
'the greatest of 
improvers.' And 
I like Madame de 
Btagl's observa- 
tion on this sub- 
ject quite as well 
as Lord Bacon's. 
It is this—' That 
past which is so 
pre sumptuously 
brought forward 
as a precedent 
for the present 
was itself found- 
ed on an altera- 
tion of some past 
that went b^ore 
it."— Colton, 

b Dr. J. WatU. 



a This entire 
clause from v. 2 
prob. concerns 
disobedience and 
disloyalty to- 
wards authority. 



thing for money. He told her that if he should not go he might 
lose his place, that he had no other employment, the times were 
hard, and he had a family to support. *^ I know it,'' said she ; 
'* but I hope you will not forget that if a man cannot support a 
family by keeping the Sabbath, he certainly cannot support 
them by breaking it," — a sentence which ought to be written in 
letters of gold, and held up to the view of aJl Christendom. " I 
am very glad," said the man, " that you think so ; I think eo 
myself. That was what I wanted, — ^to see whether we think 
alike." He told the superintendent that he liked his situation, 
and should be yeiy sorry to lose it, but that he could not go with 
the mail on the Sabbath ; that he wished to attend public wor- 
ship, and go with his children to the Sabbath school. He did not 
lose his place, nor did he suffer in a pecuniary point of view. 
He prospered more than before, an dlived to bear his testimonj 
not only to the duty, but to the utility, even for this world, of 
keeping the Sabbath.' 

6, 7. (6) misery of man, i.e. of the man who, neglecting 
to take the right time and the right way, opposes the king's 
will, and so rouses the king's anger." (7) when, or how. He 
does not wisely estimate the consequences of his rebcdlions 
action. 

Life and death. — ^Death was to the Romans the end of sensa- 
tion and pleasure ; yet, instead of regarding the emblems of it 
with aversion, they rather sought in them a higher relish for 
present enjoyment. A skeleton was not unfrequently introduced 
among the gfuests at festive parties, with ^e exportation,— 
" Vivamus dum licet esse bene^* — "Let us enjoy life while we 
may." It is related of the Egyptians, by Herodotus and others, 
that in order to prevent irregularities at their convivial meetingB, 
and to give some check to excessive mirth, they were used to 
bring into the room after supper, when they began their wine, 
the image of a dead man carved in wood, or a cofiin, probably 
containing the embalmed remains of some ancestor of the family. 
This spectacle was presented to each of the company by a person 
whose office it was to pronounce distinctly the following words : 
" Look upon this, and be merry ; for such as this, when dead, 
shalt thou be." A strange ceremony this I It shows, however. 
in what abhorrence this very extraordinary people held those 
extravagances which too often disgrace public and domestic 
festivities. Solomon was a wise and good man : he knew what 
danger young people were exposed to, especially on these 
occasions. Nor can we do them a kinder office than to whisper 
in their ear these memorable words of his, when they are ihus 
tempted to excess : " Bejoice, O young man, in thy youth ; and 
let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in 
the ways of thine heart, and in &e sight of thine eyes: but 
know tiiou, that for all these things God will bring thee into 
judgment."* 

8, 9. (8) to retain the spirit, when it is passing fr. the 
body in what we call death (Job xiv. 5). no discharge, 
seldom any for the soldier when called to the battle ; none for 
the man when called to die. So man is wholly dependent on 
God. His life is wholly in God's hands. There may, however, 
still be reference to the anger of the king, wh. commands the 
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execntion of the over-bold servant, and will by no means change 
his purpoee.^^ (9) to his own htirt, should be, to his hurt ; 
Le, to the injury of the subject. 

The contemplation of hwnan life (v. 9). — I. This contemplation 
of human life should be with reference to Gk)d. II. With refer- 
ence to the object of forming a true estimate of human nature. 
III. With reference to the illustration and confirmation of 
religious belief. IV. With reference to the faithful correction 
of ourselves. V. Think of what men are doing under the sun, 
and what they will be doing, ere long, somewhere else.^ 

10, 11. (10) wicked, here, wicked rulers, place . . holy, 
i.e, the seat of authorily and judgment. Though buried with 
much show, their memory was not cherished.* (11) speedily, 
immediately upon the sentence being pronounced. Long-suffer- 
ing patience is presumed on by those whose hearte are evil.^ *' A 
very common reason for the increase of crime and wickedness." 
Bo. ii. 4, 5 ; 2 Pe. iii. 8, 9. 

The dbtue of Divine forhearance (t?. 11). — I. Sin is deservedly 
called an evil work ; it degrades and defiles the soul ; there is a 
sentence recorded against it. II. Sentence against an evil work 
is not executed speedily ; if it were, this would cease to be a 
state of probation — God would be the destroyer rather than the 
governor of the world. III. The depravity of man turns Divine 
clemency into presumption. 1. Solomon does not draw the 
reflection from a few single instances ; 2. Nothing can be more 
vile or base than this abuse ; 3. Be assured nothing will be more 
fatal.' 

Neglect and its consequences, — During the eighty years' war, 
which, resulted in the triumphant establishment of the '' United 
Netherlands," the city of Antwerp was besieged by the SpaniajxU, 
nnder the celebrated Prince of Parma. The possession of that 
city was the turning point in the war, as far as the southern 
provinces (now Belgium) were concerned. Parma had nearly 
gained possession, by constructing, at vast outlay, a bridge across 
the river Scheldt. To blow up tiiat bridge was the aim of tiie 
Protestant forces within the beleagured city. Accordingly, two 
fire-ships, loaded with all manner of combustibles and terrible 
explosives, were floated down towards the bridge during the 
darkness of the night. As soon as the '' heU-bumers " (as the 
Dutohmen styled them) blew the bridge to atoms, a rocket was 
to be sent up, and the heavily armed Dutch fleet lying below 
were to force their way through and bring relief and triumph 
into Antwerp. Had that signal been made the city would have 
been delivered, the Spaniards driven out of the Low Countries, 
fifty years of bloody war prevented, and, probably, all Belgium 
would have been to this day a part of Protestant Holland. The 
weary patriots on the wharves of Antwerp heard the tremendous 
explosion of the fire-ships, and anxiously watched for the rising 
of the rocket. But, alas I as Motley tells us in his brilliant 
narrative of the scene, " that rocket never rose I" And after the 
lapse of three centuries, it is difficult to restrain the bitter 
indignation which follows every mention of tiiat stupid Dutdi 
jtdmiral, who failed to make tiie simple signal at the critical 
xnoment.' 

12, 13. (12) prolonged, with a Divine patience and long- 



V. 8. D. Slurmift 
286 ; Dr. W. Coo- 
per, i. 393 ; W. /. 
E. Bennett, i. 333. 

V. 9. /. Foster, IL 
16. 

b J. Foster. 



a "Their being at 
last overtaken by 
death and obli- 
vion, shows their 
lot also to be 
vanity."— .Sfj)*. 
Com. 

Word-steorth re- 
fers in illustra- 
tion to the death 
of Jeroboam. 

6 "They see not 
the smoke of the 
pit, therefore 
they dread not 
the fire."— South. 
"Because a vid- 
ous man escapes 
at present, he ia 
apt to draw false 
conclusions from 
it, and from the 
delay of God's 
punishments in 
this life, either 
to conceive them 
at so remote a 
distance, or per- 
haps so uncer- 
tain, that,though 
he has some 
doubtful misgiv- 
ings of the fu- 
ture, yet he 
hop^s, in the 
mam, that his 
fears are greater 
than his danger:" 
— Sterne. 

c W. Jay. 

** We are never 
present with, but 
always ourselves. 
Fear, desire, and 
hoi)e are still 
pushing us on 
toward the fu- 
txae." -Montaigne. 

d Dr. Cuyler. 



a Ps. xzxvii. 11, 
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ia-90; Is. Ul. 
10,11. 

h Job ziT. S ; P& 
dL 11, dz. 33. 

"IHien the Ori- 
entals wish to 
fyf you a very 
igh oompli- 
ment, they say, 
'May your 
diadow never de- 
cline,' or incline 
rather, it should 
be. That is,— 
'May you live for 
ever;' for if the 
■hadow does not 
Incline, life must 
o o n t i n a e." — 
6te<My. 

V. 13. /. SanHn, 
LWJ\R. W.Dib' 
dentin. 

«. 18. R. Walker, 
iT. 161. 

t C. H. Spurgeon, 

"The mind na- 
turally makes 
progress, and the 
will naturally 
clings to objects ; 
80 that for want 
of right objects it 
will attach itself 
to wrong ones." 

— POMOl. 



a Fb. Izziii. li. 

"Since the un- 
equal distribu- 
tion of human 
destiny points to 
the futile oha- 
racter of all 
earthly occur- 
rences and con- 
ditions, we must 
80 much the more 
enjoy present 
happiness, and 
profit by it with 
a contented 
mind."— 0. ZSck- 
Ur. 

« The equality of 
result for the evil 
and just is only 
an external and 
partial one. To 
those whom God 
loves everjrthing 
must be for the 
best, and the final 
issue separates 



suffering tliat may seein to be inexplicable, well . . Gk)d, how- 
ever thugs may look, and however thej may feel, this is his 
aasorance.* The righteous will surely oome off best, in the long 
run, (13) a shadow,* where there is but a brief sonsetting, 
the shaclowB pass very swiftly, feareth . . God, the underlying 
teaching of this book is that it is every way better, for this life, 
to fear and serve Qcd : see oh. zii 13. 

Mve/ears (y. 12). — ^There is — ^I. The fear cansed by an awaken- 
ing consdenoe. 11. The fear of anxiety. TTT. A fear whidi 
works caution. lY. The fear of jealousy. Y. The fear which is 
felt when we have had Divine manif estations.« 

God^s imerring judgment, — ^There will be no error in the judg- 
ment pronounced by Gk)d at the great day of aooount ; no ate 
discoveries of individual character and conduct which, if pre- 
viously Isiown, would have reversed the decision. There is an 
instructive legend illustrative of this thought connected with the 
interesting vUlage of Beddgelert, in Nortii Wales, from which 
the village takes its name. The legend is this : " There was a 
certain nobleman who had an only son ; he had also a favourite 
hound. As he entered his dwelling one day, the dog met him 
with his jaws stained with blood. The father xuroceeded to the 
room where he expected to find his child, but the child was not 
there. Immediately he thought that the dog had slain his chikL 
He raised the weapon that was in his hand, and destroyed tiie 
dog on the spot. Aj3 he passed into the house to inquire further, 
he found that the faithful dog had stood between his child uod a 
wolf; and in combat with the wolf — successful combat— had 
been thus besprinkled with blood — ^not the blood of the child, 
but of his foe. The child had been saved by the hound. 13>e 
remorse he felt at having so recompensed the fid^ty of the 
animal, at having thus tt^en away l^e faithful creatare*s life^ 
led him to build in the village a tomb to the dog's memoxy ; and 
the village is called the grave of G«lert." 

14, 15. (14) just . . wicked,' so far as our present observa- 
tion is concerned, there appears to be an unequal distributiaa of 
rewards and punishments ; and this suggests '* the inequaHiy of 
God's justice." (15) mirth, or a bright and cheerful enjoyment 
of present things. ^' He would have us cheerfully to enjoy what 
God has given us |n the world, to be content with it, and to make 
the best of it."* abide with him, a man may keep a cheerful 
disposition under all changes of outward circunistanoes. 

Ihcetiougness. — Such f acetiousness is not absolutely unxesBOii- 
able or unlawful which ministereth harmless divertisement and 
delight to conversation (harmless, I say, — ^that is, not intrendiing 
upon piety, not infringing charity or justice, not disfembiBg 
peace). For Ghristiani^ is not so tetrical, so harsh, so envious, 
as to bar us continually from innocent, much less from whole- 
some and useful pleasure, such as human life doth need or 
require. And if jocular discourse may serve to good purposes of 
thu kind ; if it may be apt to raise our drooping spirits, to al^y 
our irksome cares, to whet our blunted industry,^to recreats oar 
minds, being tired and closed with graver occupations ; if it m^ 
breed alacrity, or maintain good-humour among us ; if it may 
conduce to sweeten conversation and endear society, then is H 
not inconvenient or unprofitable. If for those ends we mi^ 
other recreations, employing on them our ears and eyes, 
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hands and feet, our other instrumentB of sense and motion ; why 
may we not as well to them accommodate our organs of speech 
and interior sense ? Why Ehould those games wMch excite our 
wits and fancies be less reasonable tluoi those whereby our 
grosser parts and faculties are exercised? Tea, why are not 
those more reasonable, since they are performed in a manly way, 
and have in them a smack of reason ; seeing also they may be 
80 managed, as not only to divert and please, but to improve and 
piofit the mind, rousing and quickening it, yea, sometimes 
enlightening and instructing it, by good sense conveyed in jocular 
expression ? It would surely be hard, that we should be tied ever 
to knit the brow and squeeze the brain (to be always sadly 
dumpish, or seriously pensive), that all divertisement of mirth 
and pleasantness should be shut out of conversation : and how 
can we better relieve our minds, or relax our thoughts, how can 
we be more ingenuoucdy cheerful, in what more kindly way can 
we exhilarate ourselves and others, than by thus sacrificing to 
the Graces, as the ancients called it ? Are not some, persons 
always, and all persons sometimes, uncapable otherwise to divert 
themselves, than by such discourses? Shall we, I say, have no 
recreation ? or must our recreations be ever clownish or childish, 
eonsistuig merely in rustical efforts, or in petty sleights of bodily 
strength and activity ? Were we, in fine, obliged ever to talk 
like philosophers, assigning dry reasons for everything, and 
dropping grave sentences upon all occasions, would it not much 
deaden human life, and make ordinary conversation exceedingly 
to languish ? Facetiousness, therefore, in such cases, and to such 
purposes, may be allowable/ 

16, 17. (16) business^ with special reference to the anxious 
search of men after happiness, and after the perfect knowledge, 
seetll sleep, or enjoyeth sleep. Extreme anxiety and care will 
prevent deep. Sol. prob. gives his own personal experience. 
(17) cannot find out,' so as to explain all the irregularities 
and mysteries. " Our ignorance is the proper answer to many 
things wh. are called objections against religion." 

Wa/rren Hastings. — On one bright summer day, the boy, then 
just seven years old, lay on the bank of the rivulet which flows 
through the old domain of his house to join the Isis. There, as 
threescore and ten years later he told the tale, rose in his mind a 
scheme which, through iJl the turns of his eventful career, was 
never abandoned. He would recover the estate which had belonged 
to his fathers. He would be Hastings of Daylesf ord. This pur- 
pose, formed in infancy and poverty, grew stronger as his intel- 
lect expanded and as lus fortune rose. He pursued his plan with 
that calm but indomitable force of will which was the most 
striking peculiarity of his character. When, under a tropical 
sun, he ruled fifty nuUions of Asiatics, his hopes, amidst all the 
cares of war, finance, and legislation, still pointed to Daylesford. 
And when his long public life, so singularly chequered with good 
and evil, with glory and obloquy, had at length closed for ever, it 
was to Daylesford that he rethred to die.^ 



the efvil from the 
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b Mat. Henry. 
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" It is wonderftil 
how soon a piano 
gets into a log 
hut on the fron- 
tier. You would 
think they found 
it under a pine 
stump. With it 
comes a ' Latin 
grammar; and 
one of those 
tow - head Ix^a 
has writ a hymn, 
on Sunday. Now 
let colleges, now 
let senates take 
heed : for here is 
one who, opening 
tiiese fine tastes 
on the basis of 
the pioneer's iron 
constitution, will 
gather all their 
laurels in his 
strong hands.*' — 
Emerson, 
e Dr. J, Barrow. 



a Fs. czlvii. 6; 
Bo. zL 83. 

" There is no 
fuller statement 
in Eoo. of the in- 
capacity of every 
man with h& 
finite under- 
standing to com- 
prehend the 
plans and opera- 
tions of the Infi- 
nite and Eternal 
God."— <%>*. Com. 
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a ** Hatred in 
Scrip, is not al- 
ways to be under- 
stood rigorously. 
It frequently sig- 
nifies no more 
than a lesser de- 
gree of love."— 
Cniden. 

ft** Men incline to 
say, 'If it must 
"toe a short life, 
then let it be a 
mer/Tf one.' So 
they say when no 
UghtoftheUfeto 
oome shines upon 
the life that now 
is."—;?. Tuck. 
£cc. viii. 11. 
w. 1, 2. T. PyUy 
iiL 381; Dr, W, 
Craig, ii. 217. 
«•. 2. G. Carletony 
126; R. Fiddet, 
i.3Bi;B. Newton, 
i. 281 ; Dr. J. Fos- 
ter, iv. 203; Dr. 
A. Jiees, iiL 296 ; 
F. W. Fowle, ii. 
212. 

v. 4. T. Adams, 
An-, Dr. J. Jamie- 
son, ii 66 ; Dr. W. 
S. Done, 62; E. 
Cooper, i. 63. 
c O. Brooks, 
d Dr. Outhrie. 
a Is. xxxyiii. 18, 
19; Comp.P8.vi 
6,xxx.9,lxxxviii. 
11, cxv. 17 ; Ecc. 
ix.10. 

6 1 Sa. xxiv. 14. 
c Pr. XXX. 30. 
" The meanest 
beggar alive has 
that comfort of 
this world, and 
does that service 
to it which the 
greatest prince, 
when he is dead, 
is utterly inca- 
pable of."— i/a/. 
Heni^. 

d Job xiv. 10— 
14. 

V. 6. Bp. Hopkins, 
iv. 631 ; /. l*iggot, 
373 ; /. Pierce, 
118 ; Dr. S. Elles- 
mere, ii. 301; /. 
W.Warter, i.2AZ. 
vv. 6, 6. J. Oal- 
throp, i. 276 ; Sir 
H. W. Moncrieff, 
170. 
« Beta in 100 Sks. 

a Wordsworth 



CHAPTER THE NINTH. 

1 — 3. (1) in tlie liand of GK)d, i.e. they are wholly dependent 
on Him, they ore not able to control, and shape as they please, 
their own life, love or hatred,' i.e. either uie love or hatred 
of God towards him, as these may be intimated in his ontwazd 
circumstanoes ; in prosperity or adversity. Omit by and thU iiy 
and read last clause, all are h^ore them, i.e. all are yet -to be found 
out. (2) all . . alike to all, this is only superficially true. It 
is only true of the common earthly conditions. (3) heart . . 
evil, i.e. the common lot, and the certainty of death, SoL thinks 
have a demoralising influence.^ 

A state of sin a state of madness (v. 3). — ^A state of sia is a 
state of madness. For in sin as in madness — 1. Beason is de- 
throned ; 2. There are strange hallucinations ; 3. There is a wild 
disregard of counsel ; 4. There is a perverse tendency to suspect 
the sanity of others ; 5. There is an irrepressible impulse to inSSict 
injury ; 6. There is a strong propensity to self-destruction.* 

T?ie hea/rt of stone. — Near by a stone, in a mass of rock that 
had fallen from some overhanging crag, we once came upon an 
adder as it lay in ribbon coil basking on the sunny ground. At 
our approach the reptile stirred, uncoiled itself, and hissing, gave 
signs of battle. Attacked, it retreated, and making for tihat grey 
stone wormed itself into a hole in its side. Its nest and home 
were there. And looking on that sheltered rock, l^e home and 
nest of the adder, it seemed to me a fitting emblem of that heart 
which the Bible describes as " a heart of stone." << 

4 — 0. (4) joined . . living. i.e. who still lives on the earth. 
Dread of deatii as the ending of the earthly life is expressed even 
by 0. T. saints.' dog, in O. T. a metaphor of the vilest pez^ 
sons.^ lion, regarded as the noblest of the animals.' (5) 
know . . die, aM while this may distress, it also gives oppor- 
tunity for amendment, and impulse to goodness, a reward, of 
even living long in the memories of those who knew them. The 
dead are soon forgotten. (6) perislied, ended and done. It 
was all earthly, and from earth they have passed, under the 
sun, Sol. confines his attention to the connections of the dead 
with this world, he teUs nothing of their future state.' 

The certainty of death (v. 5). — I. The awful declaration in the 
text. Consider deatii — 1. In the pains it inflicts ; 2. In the 
changes it produces ; 3. In the dissolution that it effects. IL 
The evidences that we have of its truth. 1. The Bible declares 
that we shall die ; 2. Experience teaches that we shall die ; 3. 
Facts testify that we shall die ; 4. The state of the world seryes 
to convince us that we shall die. III. Draw some practical 
inferences from it. 1. Let us learn to transfer our hatxed from 
the effect to the cause ; 2. See the extreme folly of worldly 
anxiety andTcarUng care ; 3. Let us labour to prepare for death ; 
4. Let us make the best use of life we can — ^live to €k)d, live to 
do good, that we may be enabled to say, " For me to live is Christ 
and to die is gain."' 

7, 8. (7) go, ete.j^ in this passage Sol. renews the advice of 
ch. viii. 15. Cheerfully and contentedly accept your present lotr 
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and get as much good as you can out of it. wine, used as a 
symbol and producer of joy.* aooepteth thy works, there- 
fore it is of the utmost importance that you live, while you live, 
wisely and weU. (8) always white, the kind of garments 
suitable to joyousness and festivity, no ointment, in time of 
distress or grief the anointing of tilie body was neglected. 

Cnstonis of modem Arabs. — ^The customs of the Arabs in 
almost eveiy detail have remaiaed unchanged. Thus in dress, 
nomadic habits, goods, the anointing with oil, they retain the 
habits and formalities of the distant past, and the present is but 
the exact picture of those periods which are historically recorded 
in the Old Testament. *' Let thy garments be always white, and 
let thy head lack no ointment." ^ 

9, 10. (9) thy wife, thy one wife.« A possible commenda- 
tion of the advantages of monogamy over polygamy, for that, 
etc., reverting to his idea that the enjoyment of life is all that is 
now possible to man. (10) with thy might,* i.e, earnestly : 
put all your heart into it.« no work, comp. Jno. ix. 4. device, 
or plan. Comp. the Christian view of the grave, now that ''life 
and immortality have been brought to light." 

WorU while it is called day (v. 10). — ^I. The work for the hand 
to do. 1. To get good ; 2. To do good, II. How it should be 
done. With the might. III. Why? 1. A great work to be 
done ; 2. Little time to do it in ; 3. No opportunities after 
death.' 

Chrnstian workers of the past. — Adam Clarke. — Dr. Adam 
Clarke said that '' the old proverb about having too many irons 
in the fire is an abominable lie. Have all in it— shovel, tongs, 
and x>oker 1" It is not so much the multiplicity of employments 
as the want of system in them that distracts and injures botili 
the work and tilie workman. — Wesley, — ^Wesley said, "I am 
always in haste, but never in a hurry ; leisure and I have long 
taken leave of each other." He travelled about 5,000 miles in a 
year ; preached about three times a day, commencing at five 
o'c^lock in the morning, and his publi^ed works amounted to 
about 200 volumes. — Ashury amd Coke. — ^Asbury travelled 6,000 
miles a year, and preached incessantly. Coke crossed the Atlantic 
eighteen times, preached, wrote, travelled, established missions, 
begged from door to door for them, and laboured in all respects 
as if, like the Apostles, he would '' turn the world upside down." 
At near seventy years of age he started to Christianise India I 
— lAither. — It is said that Luther preached almost daily ; he 
lectured constantly as a professor ; he was burdened with the 
care of all the churches ; his correspondence, even as now extant, 
fills many volumes ; he was perpetually harassed with contro- 
versies, and was one of the most voluminous writers of his day. 
— Calvin. — The same, and even more, may be said of Calvin. 
While in Strasburg he preached or lectured eveiy day. In 
Greneva he was pastor, professor, and almost magistrate. He 
lectured eveiy other day ; on alternate weeks he preached daily ; 
he was overwhelmed with letters from all parts of Europe, and 
was the author of works numerous and buJOb^, that any man of 
our day would think more than enough to occupy his whole un- 
divided time. And all this, too, in the midst of perpetual in- 
firmity of the flesh. — Baxter. — Baxter was also a tireless worker. 
Besides his regular and frequent occasions of preaching and 



thinks that Sol. 
here adopts the 
language of the 
worldly libertine. 
«If this is thy 
estimate of hu- 
man destiny, and 
if thou wilt con- 
fine thy view to 
the perishable 
things of this life, 
then take up with 
the langruage of 
those who say, 
* Let us eat and 
drink, for to-mor- 
row we die.' " 
b Ge. xxvii. 26; 
Ps. civ. 15. 
c Sir S. Baler. 



a The constant 
fellowship of one 
kindred spirit is 
an important ele- 
ment in the en- 
joyment of the 
earthly life. 

b Wordsworth^ fol- 
lowing Hengsten- 
berg and EvDald^ 
gives a singular 
turn to this pas- 
sage, " Let might 
be right with 
thee. Care no- 
thing for Q-od or 
man, but use thy 
strength accord- 
ing to thy wilL" 
He regards the 
counsel as ad- 
dressed to world- 
ly politicians." 

c" Harvest dajrs 
are busy days. 
And we must 
make hay while 
the sun shines." 
— McU. Henry. 

" The soul's play- 
day is Satan's 
work-day : the 
idler the man the 
busier the tempt- 
er."— /SoufA. 

V. 10. W. Bridge, 
V. 133 ; R. Baxter, 
viL 487; Dr. J. 
Edtpards, iii. 92 ; 
Dr, J. Barrow,iil. 
141 ; Abp. miot- 
son, xl. 69 ; Br. J. 
Duehal, iii. 303; 
Br. Ouyse, 182; 
Br. T. Franklin, 
a. 169; J. Balguy, 
am; E. Butcher, 



334 



XCCLE81ASTB8. 



[Cap. iZ. 11-15. 



4 W. W. YfftyfAf . 
« JK5. SWonify. 



SI ; ir. Marriott, speaking at reUgiooB meetixigB, he spent two days of the week in 
ii. ie9. catechising the people from house to house, spending an honr 

with each f amily* He was likewise forced by the necessity of 
his x>eople to practise physio, and as he never took a penny from 
any one he was crowded with patients. In the midst of aU this 
he was an author of most sweet and precions power, and wrote 
works that will neyer die — ^more in number than most of us can 
find time to read. Such haye been some of 6od*s good workmen 
of the past — " workmen that need not to be ashamed."' 

11, 12. (11) race, etc.* SoL ia still looking gloomily at life. 
Now he suggests that there is no certain advantage to the 
diligent and the earnest Even when working "with onr 



« *' Homaa w>- 
tiona are re- 
garded as In this 
world dependent 
entirely on DIt. 
iate, and their 
sncceeB, there- 
fore, is too often 
in no comparison 
-with the real abi- 
li^ and strength 
of the aotor." — 
CZSekler, 

b Sterne, 

«. IL Dr.T.Mdfir 
unit S47 : Abp. 
TmoUorty m. 36; 
Dr. a. Clarke^ vi 
S95 ; L. Sterne, 
ii.S. 

V. 12. B, Bed- 
dome, 6. 

c Dr. Lathrop. 

**Not because I 
raise myself 
above something, 
but because I 
raise myself to 
something, do I 
approve myselt" 
— Jacobi. 

4 Dr. Amott. 



a ''The Chaldee 
Targum explains 
this passage as an 
allegory : * The 
cityisthehnman 
l)ody, the great 
Ung Ib an evil 
desire, the poor 
man a good dis- 
position.' But 
this is wholly nn- 
necessary."— /SSp*. 
Com. 

«v. 1»— 16. W. 
Jones, i. 209. 
w. 14, 16. R.Er- 
4kine, y. 3S1. 



might " we must cherish the feeling that the results of our work 
we must leave in God's hands, onanoe, i.e. what seems to be 
chance, but really is Divine providence. " Apt seasons and fit 
conjunctures (seem to) have the greatest sway in the turns and 
disposals of men's fortunes."^ (12) snaxed, ete.^ strikingly 
in^cating man's helpless condition in the presence of Divine 
destiny. 

Death inevitable a/nd often sudden (v. 12). — ^I. The time of 
every man's death is uncertain to him. II. Dtoth often ap- 
proaiches men in a secret, unsuspected manner. III. When tb.e 
snares of death fall on the sons of men there is no way of 
escape. IV. Death is often sudden. 1. Without previous warn- 
ing ; 2. No time for preparation ; 3. Little reliance to be placed 
on death-bed repentance. Y. The snares of death fall on some 
in an evil time. 1. To such as are immersed in the snares of the 
world ; 2. To those who are engaged in the pleasures of the 
world ; 3. To aJl who are unprepared.^ 

One thing to all. — " If one thing happens to all in the journey 
of life, what advantage have the good ? Much every way, and 
specifically thus : — The hardness which disciples experience in 
following the Lord is righteousness rubbing on the remaining 
luste, and so wasting their deformities away ; whereas the hard- 
ness of a transgressor's way is the carnal mind, in ite impotent 
enmity, dashing itself against the bosses of the Almighty buckler. 
The one is a strainer, made strait to purge the impurities away, 
through which the purified emerges into peace ; the other is the 
vengeance which belongeth unto Otod, beginning even here to 
repay." ' 

13—16. (13) this wisdom, or this illustration of wisdom. 
Wisdom of this kind. (14) littl^ olty, eto.^ oomp. 2 Sa. zz. 
16 — ^22. This account is a parable rather than an historical 
incident.^ bulwarks, militaiy works, mounds, ete., such as 
besiegers raise. (16) lie delivered, ete.y so it seems that 
wisdom can, in part, avail against evil destiny, remembered, 
or ?ui4 rejnembered ; had taken any notice of him, or his wisdom. 

The saviour of the city (v. 14). — ^I. I shall make some obeerva- 
tions on this ideal poor wise man. 1. Although he had known 
he had been unhonoured, it was still his duty to save the city ; 2. 
The same wisdom which enabled him to save a city would enable 
him to bear ingratitude ; 3. No doubt this neglect was the best 
thing for the poor wise man — ^very often the load of honour 
turns men's brains. Am I addressing any poor wise man yrho 
has saved a city ? Do I address any poor man who thinks he 
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<x)nld saye a city as well as anybody, if lie were in his proper 
plaoe 7 II. I shall adduce a caae in point, — the great example 
of the unappreciated poor wise man — Jesus of Nazareth.- 1. Like 
the poor man in the text, He was a public benefactor ; 2. Hb 
was wise ; 3. The one barrier to His popularity was His poverty ; 
4. His i>overty was no barrier to usefulness — nay, it contributed 
to His usefulness.^ — The city saved. — ^Historical : Cities saved by 
single persons : Athens, Themistocles ; Syracuse, Archimedes ; 
Samaria and Dothan, Elisha ; Jerusalem, Isaiah. Prob. no par- 
ticular person or event ref . to. Text a fable or parable, meant to 
show that men must not expect to be rewarded hj men even if 
th^ do good. Consider — I. The poor wise man of the fable, and 
what he teaches. 1. One should try to do good though sure of no 
reward. If men praise the good done, well ; if not, never mind. 
We should do God's will, and wait for His " Well done." Dr. 
Franklin read Cotton Mather's Essays to do Oood, when young, 
and resolved that " doing good " should be his chief aim. 2. The 
man was wise, and therefore could endure ingratitude. He did 
what was right for the sake of the right, and not of the reward. 
Wisdom chooses the right time and way of doing good. Praise 
often spoils people, as dainties do those who have been used to 
homely fare. 3. Such men get their wisdom from Grod. He 
mercdfnlly gives wisdom sometimes to counterbalance poverty. 
Wisdom is true wealth. Knowledge is power. II. The poor wise 
Tnan of history, and what He teacltes. Not Themistocles, or 
Elisha, but Jesus. 1. He was poor. Had no need to be. Not 
-poor because He could not help it. Became poor for the good of 
others. He could better mix with the poor. His influence not 
that of weall^ and stetion. Common people heard Him gladly. 
He understood all about the poor, spoke in a familiar way about 
familiar things. 2. He was wise. Did what He saw needed 
to be done, at the rig}it time, in the right way. Did not benefit 
some at the expense of others. Mourned over the city, but not 
ite ingratitude to Him. 3. He saved a city: town of Mansoid. 
Tours, mine. Saved it by dying Himself. 111. siege of Calais. 
Hostages. The queen said, " Save them for my sake." Learn : — 
(1) He is remembered by many — angels, sainte in glory, good 
men on earth, sinners when they repent. 2. He is forgotten by 
the wicked, who are benefited by the blessings He gives ; even 
such will think of Him on their death-bed. In heaven or in 
hell, He will be remembered by the saved and the lost for ever. 

Men who saved cities. — It is not unlikely that in these words 
Solomon referred to some real historical fact, for such a fact is 
recorded in more than one instance. Archimedes, by his extra- 
ordinary wisdom, saved the city of Syracuse, when besieged by 
the Bomans. He did this, not by fighting, nor by teaching 
others to fight ; he acted not as a soldier, but as a philosopher — 
constructing machines and burning lenses, which destroyed the 
Boman ships as they approached the walls of the city. It is true 
the city was taken, yet not by the Roman forces, but by the 
treachery of one who betrayed it. Nor was Archimedes either 
rewarded or even spared on account of his skiU, but was cruelly 
murdered while in the act of working out a new problem for the 
farther safety of the city. There is also a stoiy of Anaximenes, 
who met Alexander when he was marching to destroy Lampsacus. 
Alexander, suspecting that Anaximenes was coming to intercede 



w. li— 17. /. JS. 
Smith, L 1S7. 

bSUemtandTwtfft. 

"I would adriae 
all in general, 
that they would 
take into serions 
consideration 1^ 
true and genuine 
ends of know- 
ledge ; that they 
seek it not either 
for pleasure, or 
contention, or 
conteinpt of 
others, or for pro- 
fit, or fame, or for 
honour and pro- 
motion, or such- 
like adulterate or 
inferior ends ; 
but for merit 
and emolument 
of life, that they 
may regulate and 
perfect the same 
in charity. " — 
Bacon. 

" Knowledge is 
corrupted four 
manner of ways. 
First, by the con- 
tempt of it, in 
ignorance. Se- 
condly, by the 
luxuriousness 
and wantonness 
of it, in curiosity. 
Thirdly, by the 
defect and un- 
certainty of it^ 
in opinion. 
Fourthly, by con- 
tradiction and 
opposition unto 
it, in error." — 
Reynolds. 

"When we rise 
in knowledge, aa 
the prospect wi- 
dens, the objects 
of our regard be- 
come more ob- 
scure ; and the 
unlettered pei^ 
sant, whose yiewa 
are only directed 
to the narrow 
sphere around 
him, beholds na- 
ture with a finer 
relish, and tastes 
her blessings 
with a keener 
appetite, than 
the philosopher 
whose mind at- 
tempts to grasp 
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a laniyenal «j^ 
tem:'-GoldtmUh. 

" Knowledge is 
that information 
which the mind 
receives either 
by its own expe- 
rience or by the 
testimony of 
others. The be- 
neficial use of 
knowledge is wis- 
dom. That por- 
tion of know- 
ledge, the truth 
of which can be 
demonstrated, is 
science."— Ifown- 
der. 

e Dr. W. Cooke. 



a "Wisdom, how- 
ever splendid, if 
in lowly state, is 
80 obscured by 
the cloud <^ po- 
verty that in a 
brief time it has 
all eyes averted, 
and utterly falls 
from the me- 
mory."— Car /- 
teright. 

h 0. Zdekler. 

"One sinner, who 
makes it his busi- 
ness to debauch 
others, may de- 
feat and frustrate 
the intentions of 
a great many 
good laws and a 
great deal of good 
preaching, and 
draw many into 
his pernicious 
ways ; one sinner 
may be the ruin 
of a town, as one 
Achan troubled 
the whole camp 
of Israel" — Mat. 
Henry. 

c W. W. Whythe. 

d Bib. Treatury. 



a "The thought 
wh. underlies the 
whole ch. is the 
advantage of that 



for the safety of the city, immediately resolved to frustrate his 
purpose by ta^ng an oath that he would not grant him any- 
thing that he should ask. Then said Anaximenes, " I request 
that you will destroy this city." Alexander was thus outwitted, 
but he respected his oath, and the city was spared. Thus it was 
the wisdom of one man which, by suddenly taking advantage of 
Alexander's oath, saved a noble dty from destruction. In like 
manner, when Alexander was marching against Jerusalem, he 
was met by Jaddua, the high-priest, whose wise policy subdued 
the vengeful determination of Alexander, won his favour, and 
caused the city to be saved from destruction. Solomon could 
not, of course, have one of these instances in view, because he 
lived long before they occurred ; but he might have others in 
view equally true. His design was to show that in this life 
virtue and wisdom may -gextorm the most important servioes, 
and yet often be unrewarded ; and hence the certainty of a 
future life, when Gfod will render to every man according to his 
deeds.* 

16 — ^18. (16) wisdom, or mental energy, and skill, strengtli, 
or mere mat^ial, brute force, despised, and this SoL puts 
among the strange things that perplex him in the affairs of thiB 
world." (17) in quiet, i.e. when they are calmly listened to ; 
as in the case given the words of the poor wise man were. Oiy, 
loudest noise of command by king or general. (18) one . . 
grood, the sinner here is *^ one of those coarse miscreants or 
fools, who can command physical strength, but are destitute of 
wisdom." * 

Individtuil influence (v. 18). — I. How a sinner destroys good. 
1. By not doing good ; 2. By an evil example ; 3. By a bod 
example. II. How much good he destroys. 1. A good dis- 
position ; 2. A good conscience ; 3. Good sense ; 4. Gk>od learn- 
ing ; 5. A go^ estate ; 6. His own soul ; 7. The souls of 
others.* 

" Wet the ropeg.'' — ^The property of cords contracting their 
length by moisture became genenJly known, it is said, on ihi^ 
raising of the Egyptian obelisk in the square facing St. Peter's, 
at Rome, by order of Pope Sixtiis V. The great work was under- 
taken in tide year 1586, and the day for raising the obelisk was 
marked witid great solemnity. High mass was celebrated at St. 
Peter's, and the architect and workmen received the benediction 
of the Pope. Hie blast of a trumpet was the given signal, when 
engines were set in motion by an incredible number of horses ; but 
not until after fifty-two unsuccessful attempts had been made was 
the huge block lifted from the earth. As the ropes which held it 
had somewhat stretched, i^e base of the obelisk conld not reach the 
summit of the pedestal, when a man in the crowd cried out, " Wet 
the ropes I " This advice was followed, and the column, as of 
itself, g^raduaUy rose to the required height, and was placed up- 
right on the pedestal prepared for it.** 



CHAPTER THE TENTH 

1. " This ch. consists entirely of rhythmical sentences, giving^ 
advice, more or less, as to conduct." « dead flies, Heb. Jliet of 
death. Flies are killed by dropping into the scent, and there 
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they pollute itfi ointment, the word intimates valuable and 
delicate perfume, apotheoaxy, i)erfumer. Dealer in spices, 
little folly, insignificant as a fly. The higher a man's character 
is the more does folly, or sin. spoil it.'' " Those who make a great 
profession of religion have need to walk very circumspectly." 

A little evil spoils miich good (v, 1). — I. We will take two or 
three illustrations of the passage before us. It is truci as a 
general principle and rule, t^at a little evil will counterbalance 
much good. History shows this. One sin ruined the world. 
The distinguishing sins and follies of individual nations and 
men : Benvenuto Cellini — ^passion ; Bacon — avarice. II. Account 
for what we have thus illustrated. 1. The presence of folly in 
the midst of wisdom and honour — traceable to a sinful nature, to 
onesidedness of culture, to overlooking of little things, to malice 
of the enemy, to worldly opposition ; 2. The power of a little 
folly in marring reputation for wisdom. Because there is so 
much f oUy in the world. Men are apt to point at the folly of 
others. Men form their judgment of others by little things. 

" A single worm k'dled that ^rce."— During the summer of 1853 
(writes a gentleman) I was an invalid, and was induced, on the 
recommendation of my physician, to go to the Hydropathic Estab- 
lishment at Sudbrook Park, near Richmond, in Surrey. During 
my sojourn there, I was one day walking through the romantic 
grounds and park with some friends and the proprietor, Dr. Ellis, 
when the doctor drew our attention to a large sycamore tree, 
decayed to the core. " That fine tree," said he, ** was killed by a 
single worm." In answer to our inquiries, we found that about 
two years previously the tree was as healthy as any in the park, 
when a wood- worm, about three inches long, was observed to be 
forcing its way under the bark of the trunk. It caught the eye 
of a naturalist who was staying at the establishment, and he 
remarked, " Let tiiat worm alone, doctor, and it wiU kill the tree." 
This seemed very improbable, but it was agreed that the black- 
headed worm should not be disturbed. After a time it was found 
that the worm had tunnelled its way a considerable distance 
under the bark. The next summer the leaves of the tree dropped 
off very early, and in the succeeding year it was a dead, rotten 
thing, and tiie hole made by the worm might be seen in the very 
heart of the once noble trunk. " Ah," said one who was present, 
'' let us learn a lesson &om that dead tree. How many, who once 
promised fair for usefulness in the world and the church, have 
been ruined by a single sin ! " 

2—4. (2) right hand, or, in the right place. "The right 
hand is more expert than tiiie left." " at his left, not having 
right self-control, he goes' about things as awkwardly as a left- 
haaided man.* (3) walketh . . way, comes out into public 
view and relations. In all his intercourse, saith . . fool, ex- 
posing his folly in his speech and acts.« (4) against thee, in 
anger, leave . . place, in thine anger against him. yielding, 
the spirit of patience often wins the victory, calming down 
anger. 

Living to work. — ^We live no more than we work, and we work 
no more than we labour. As idleness is the burial of ourselves, 
so unlaboriousness (if I may so speak) is the burial of our works. 
Without diligence tiiey not only flag, but die upon our hands. 
There are some whose very business is idleness, and there are 

VOL. VII. o.T. Y 



wisdom wh. in- 
clades piety and 
patience, as prac- 
tical guidance 
through all the 
perplexities of 
life."— 5^*. Com. 

b " The swarms 
of flies in the £. 
very soon corrupt 
and destroy any 
moist unguent 
or mixture wh. 
is not carefully 
covered fr. them, 
and pollute a dish 
of food in a few 
minutes." — 
Tristram. 

" The verbs are 
ting., the noun 
plur., implying 
that each of the 
flies causes the 
stinking savour." 
— Fausset. 

c Ecc. vii. 1. 

V. 1. J)r. J. Du- 
chal, iii. 67. 

A white gar- 
ment appears 
worse with slight 
soiling than do 
coloured g^- 
ments much 
soiled ; so a little 
fault in a good 
man attracts 
more attention 
than great of- 
fences in bad 
men.— Ecc. x. 1. 



a "The wise man 
goes about his 
business with 
dexterity, turns 
his hand readily 
to it, and goes 
through it with 
despatch."— i/ar. 
Henry. 

6 " A wise man's 
sense is in its 
place ready to 
help and protect 
him ; but a fool's 
is missing when 
it is wanted, and 
so is useless." — 
liotenmuUer. 
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e^HeteaxTogant 
aawell as igno- 
mnt ; be desplfles 
the win, and 
thinks them 
foola ; and is not 
oonsdoos that he 
is a fool, bat 
thinks himself 
win 9."— Words- 
worth. 

« One of the most 
frequent weak- 
nesses of kings 
is the injudioioos 
selection, of high 



b Pr. zxz. 91, Si. 
eStemtand Ihrtffs. 

He who does not 
know his own 
ftinlts has learned 
nothing; he who 
has learned that 
he knows no- 
thing is already 
TBry wise. 

a Esth. TiL 10; 
Ps. viL 16; Pr. 
xxtL 37. Gomp. 
1 KL xir. 10—14, 
xvi.26. 

b Isa. xzxiT. 15; 
Am. y. 19. 

"The breaking of 
this hedge ap- 
pears clearly as 
an action by 
which one seeks 
to injure his 
neighbour." — 0. 
ZSekler. 

**It princes be- 
come tyrants, or 
subjects become 
rebels, all his- 
tories will tell 
both what is 
Ukely to be their 
fate, and that it 
is at their utmost 
peril, and it were 
better for both to 
be content with- 
in their own 
bounds. "—Mat. 
Henry. 

e A.-S. hteettafit 
Ger. toetzen : to 
rub for the pur- 
pose of 8haxi)en- 
Ing. 

d Stem and 
Tteiffs. 



many who aro idle in their bnsineBs. ** Not slothful in business.'' 
To be slow in boBinesB is ill, bnt to be Blothfnl is far worse. An 
indnstrions man is often wearied with working, bat he is never 
weary of his work. To be weary when we know not why, fore- 
shows diseases of the body. I am sure it is an argument of a 
diseased souL The heart of the dnggard is like the field of the 
sluggard, oyergrown with weeds. 

5—7. (6) as, or, by reason of. Evil is occasioned by this 
error on the part of the ruler. (6) folly . . dignity, tibjx>ngh 
the favonritinn of the ruler, wh. blinds him to the uzifitness of 
the persons he raises to high places.* rioh, here in wisdom 
rather than in wealth. The noble and distinguished. (7) upon 
horses, so put out of their proper place by the caprice of the 
king.* 

J&rvantg on hordes (v. 7). — ^I. This phenomenon may be observed 
in national life : kings devoid of morality or dignity ; princes 
besotted and bloodthirsty ; statesmen vain aiid mercenary ; 
generals craven and indolent. II. This phenomenon may be 
observed in ecclesiastical life : Bonner, Wols^, Laud, — preferred 
to such as Ridley, Latimer, and Taylor. IH. This phenomenon 
may be observed in social life : the Countess of Huntingdon ; 
the actress Siddons. 1. The position of the believer must l^ like 
his Lord's ; 2. The position of the believer tends to fit him for 
being with his Lord.* 

8 — ^10. (8) diggeth, ete.^ refer, to the ruler who thus sets up 
unworthy persons ; the evil is sure to come back on himself.* 
shall fall, not absolutely ^hallf but it u very likely that he mil. 
breaketh, etc^ the hedge is rather the wall of stones and 
plaster usually built round a vineyard : in the crevioes serpents 
are wont to nestle.* (9) hurt, is in danger of being hurt by 
their falling on him. endangered, or cut himself . (10) whet,' 
or sharpen. 

Penalty (v. 8): — ^I. The hedge, — Grod's laws : they are designed 
for the protection of HIb possessions, and for the security of His 
loyal subjects, n. The breaker, — Adam ; every man. All have 
sinned. They are wilful, having been warned. HI. The ser- 
pent, — ^penal^: suffering here, and hereafter. IV. The repairer. 
This is the Lord Jesus. He repairs the broken law, and oSen an 
antidote to the bitten, and ddiverance from future harm. We 
have broken the hedge, the serpent hafi bitten Him.' 

The workman and his tools. — See ver. 9, " deaveth wood." 
Sketdi a scene in a wood : woodman felling trees ; hard, knotty 
wood; tools soon blunted ; woodman has to ''put to more 
strength ; '* previous fatigue disqualifies him for this ; he 
sharx)ens his tools, and then works on, etc. ; wisdom, t.e. his 
sense of what is fit, directs him. If he were guided by common 
sense, his work and fatigue would be less, and earnings greater. 
Consider — ^I. Th^ work we have to do. Trees to f elL Ignoranoe. 
bad habits, social drawbacks, natural disqualificatdona to over- 
come. These are trees of hard wood. 11. The tools we have to 
vse. We have axes to use : mind, memory, resolution, heazt 
conscience. These we have about us. There are others also, tf 
books, schools, etc. III. JRoro to use them. Three ways z—l. 
When the axe gets blimt, whet it. Exercise thought, memoiy. 
feeling, etc. ; study books, obey teachers, etc 2. Othenrise p«( 
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on more siarength. If we have not wherewith to whet the iron, 
we mnst be more diligent with such means as we have. 3. The 
best way. Whet the iron, and put on strength as well. To do 
this, seek wisdom profitable to direct : Grod gives it ; we all 
need it ; all may have it. Hint : — (1) Seek wisdom ; (2) Use 
wisdom.* 

11—13. (11) without enchantment, i.e. if he be not charmed 
into quietness. '' As one may escape the serpent by charms, so 
one may escape the sting of a calunmiator by discretion." <* 
babbler, lit, " Master of the tongue."* (12) gracious, full of 
kindliness and grace : doing good to those who hear him. 
swallow up, etc., bring him to ruin.« (13) beginning, etc., 
his foolish talk tends to become worse than foolish. 

Serpent-charming. — Of the incantation of serpents there can be 
no doubt. It is mentioned in Scripture, and very many have 
been the instances witnessed of the power possessed by the snake- 
charmero over these subtle and venomous creatures. It was in 
India, where serpents and charmers abound, that a little boy of 
three years of age once wandered unobserved into a room where 
a large tub of water was kept, for the purpose of sailing some 
little boats. His mother coming to seek him, and finding the 
door ajar, looked in before she entered, when, to her horror, she 
observed that while her child was quietly amusing himself on 
one side of the tub, a large cobra was coiled round at the other, 
which, with head raised and hood extended, quietly watched the 
movements of the child. One step, and the little one, unthink- 
ing of evil, would have received the poisonous wound, from 
which there could have been no recoveiy. It was but the work 
of an instant for the mother to catch up her little son, place him 
in safety in the next room, and give the alarm. But the serpent 
had quickly made its escape into the garden, the way by which 
it had entered, and could not be found. A serpent-charmer was 
called, who, seating himself near a hole in the ground into which 
it was supposed l£e animal might have retreated, commenced 
playing a wild strain on a flute-like instrument, while all eyes 
were £:ed upon the entrance to the hole. In about ten minutes 
the serpent's head appeared, then its body, and finally it sat before 
the charmer, its head raised, and turning it from side to side, as 
if listening intently to the music. After a short time the man 
was able to handle the serpent with impunity, and at last he 
coolly twisted it round Ms neck, and walked off.' 

14, 15. (14) full of words, or plans ; declarations of what 
he ivill do." He talks very freely about things of which he can 
know nothing. (15) wearies, bee. he does not conduct his 
business with wisdom and skill Intelligence lightens labour, 
^now . . city, i.e. they have not the capacity to apprehend the 
plainest thing, such as the entrance into a great city. 

Highrfalvtin talk. — ^Dr. Oliver Wendall Holmes, in the course 
of an interesting article on the photographic art, delivers himself 
of the following astounding paragraph : '* Then we replace the 
f?lide in the shield, draw this out of the camera, and cany it back 
xn.to the shadowy realm where Gocytos flows in black nitrate of 
silver, and Acheron stagnates in tiie pool of hyposulphite, and 
ixLvisible ghoste, trooping down from the world of day, cross a 
Styx of dissolved sulphate of iron, and appear before the Bhada- 

T 2 



• Hive. 



aFauuet. 

b ''One of ready 
tongue, not mak- 
ing timely use of 
his gift; a hero 
with his tongue, 
but without en- 
ergy and prompt- 
ness in action." — 
0. ZdckUr. 

" Instances are 
not wanting 
where the ser- 
pents hare been 
deaf to the voice 
and music of the 
charmers, and 
fastened upon 
them ; when 
death has taken 
place in a few 
minutes." — 
Oadtby. 

e Tr. X. 32, xil. 
13 ; Matt. xiL 36. 



"Every genera- 
tion enjoys the 
use of a vast 
hoard bequeath- 
ed to it by 
antiquity, and 
transmits that 
hoard, augment- 
ed by fresh acqui- 
sitions, to future 
&ges."-Macaulay 



dBib. Treasury. 



a Jas. iv. 13. 

w. 16 — ^17. / 
Dieteric, Ant. 634 

« There is no- 
thing that makes 
a man suspect 
much, more than 
to know little ; 
and therefore 
men should re- 
medy suspicion 
by procuring to 
know more, and 
not to keep their 
suspicions in 
smother. " — Lord 
Bacon, 
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"Wliat cracker is 
this same, that 
doafs our ears 
with this abund- 
ance of super- 
fluous breath ?"- 
Sfiakespeare. 
"There are two 
distinct sorts of 
what we call 
bashfulness: this, 
the awkwardness 
ofa booby, which 
a few steps into 
the world will 
convert into the 
pertuess of a cox- 
comb ; that, a 
consciousness, 
which the most 
delicate feelings 
produce, and the 
most extensive 
knowledge can- 
not always re- 
move." —J/ac- 
kendfi. 
b Jefferi. 



a Pr. Txxi. 4. 
b Dr. Turner. 



a " The peasants 
build very ephe- 
meral habitations 
with small stones 
and mud, which, 
if deserted, soon 
fall and melt 
away like sum- 
mer snow on the 
mountains. The 
roof of any of 
these huts, for- 
saken or neg- 
lected through 
idleness, will 
* drop through ' 
in a single win- 
ter, and then the 
unprotected 
walls wash down 
by the rain, and 
speedily become 
mere shapeless 
heaps." -Thomson, 
b Bp. Hall. 



a "The Eg. hus- 
bandman sows 
his seed, accord- 
ing to its nature, 
at various stages 
of the inunda- 
tion. Rice, for 
instance, is 
thrown upon the 
water when it 



manthiiB of that lurid Hades ! " — Some years ago, a phyBidan, 
while in his patient's room, thus addressed a snrgeon: "Yoa 
mnst not fail to phlebotomise the old gentleman to-morrow 1 " 
" I will never suffer it," cried the sick man, in a fright. *' Sir, 
don*t be alarmed," repUed the snrgeon ; " the doctor only ordeis 
you to be bled." " O, as for the bleeding," replied the veneiable 
patient, " it matters little ; but as for the other, I would sooner 
die than endure it." Who will dare blame our aged friend for 
such a determination? What sane man would submit to the 
barbarous and excruciating operation of being phlebotomised?— 
Andrew Jackson was once making a stump speech in a country 
village out West. Just as he was concluding, Amos Kendall, 
who sat behind him, whispered, '' Tip 'em a little Latin, Gren^ral ; 
they won't be satisfied without it." The " Hero of New Orleans" 
instantly thought of a few phrases he knew, and in a voice of 
thunder, wound up his speech by exclaiming, " E pluribv^ unumr— 
sine qtid non ; — ne plus vltra I — multwtn in parvo ! " The effect 
was tremendous, and the shouts could be heaid for miles.* 

16, 17. (16) a child, yoimg in ^ears : but especially young 
in intelligence, princes . . moming, regarded as a. sign of 
intemperance. ^ (17) son of nobles, Heb. fig. for " one of noble 
disposition." in due season, after duty is properly performed. 
In E. much public duty is done in the early morning." 

Eating in the morning, — It is considered unmanly in Samoa to 
eat early in the morning. It is even the language of abuse to 
hint that a person does so. It is like comparing him to a pig, 
which is fed the first thing in the morning.* 

18—20. (18) building decayeth, all buildings requiring 
constant attention and repair, droppetll tlirotigli, the rain 
coming through, and breaking down, the flat roof.« (19) money 
. . things, other things have their special ends. Money is necee- 
sary for all things. (20) thy thought, bee. there is danger of 
even seditious thought gaining some expression, in look or atti> 
tude if not in word, bird, etc., the swift flight of birds, and 
their possible observation, though so high up, are intimated^ 

TJie idle man. — ^The idle man is the devil's cushion, on which 
he taketh his free ease ; who, as he is incapable of any good, so 
is he fitly disposed for aU evil motions. TTie standing water 
soon stinketh ; whereas the current ever keeps clear and cleanly, 
conveying down all noisome matter that might infect it by the 
force of its stream. If I do but little good to others by my 
endeavours ; yet this is great good to me, that by my labour I 
keep myself team hurt.* 



CHAPTER THE ELEVENTH, 

1. bread, or bread-corn, waters, allusion to custom of sow- 
ing the Nile lands while the waters were lying over them.* Sd. 
intends to inculcate here the duty of charity. The word ** waters ' 
is sometimes used in Scrip, for "multitudes," e.g. Kev. xvi. 5. 

Certainties and uncertainties (t?. 1). — ^I. There are certainties 
and uncertainties in reference to God. 1. He is the supreme awi 
original Worker. II. There are certainties and uncertaintdes in 
reference to Providence. 1. Man's agency is suboxdiiiate ; •- 
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Man must work according to certain laws. III. There are cer- 
tainties in reference to society. 1. That men have certain moral 
and spiritual duties to perform ; 2. That the latent evil of the 
human heart is liable to explosion ; cultivate, as much as possible, 
your thinking powers ; let not the uncertainties connected with 
Providence tempt you either to indolence or despondency ; work 
in faith through the power of God.* 

Wliitefield and the lantern-boy. — ^Whitefield often stood on the 
outside of the Court-house in Philadelphia, and preached to the 
thousands who crowded the streets below. On one of these 
occasions a youth pressed as near to his favourite preacher as 
possible, and, to testify his respect, held a lantern for his accom- 
modation. Soon after the sermon began he became so absorbed 
in the subject, that the lantern fell from his hand and was 
dashed to pieces, and that part of the audience in the immediate 
vicinity of the speaker's stand was not a Uttle discomposed by 
the occurrence. Some years after, Mr. Whitefield, in the course 
of his fifth visit to America, about the year 1754, on a journey 
from the southward, called at St. George's, %'id Delaware, where 
Mr. Rodgers was then settled in the ministry, and spent some 
time wi& him. In the course of the visit, Mr. Rodgers, riding 
one day with his visitor in a close carriage, asked him whether 
he recollected the occurrence of the little boy who was so much 
affected with his preaching as to let the lantern fall ? Whitefield 
answered, " Oh I yes, I remember it well, and have often thought 
I would give anything in my power to know who that little boy 
was, and what had become of him." Mr. Rodgers replied with a 
smile, " I am that little boy." Mr. Whitefield, with tears of joy, 
started from his seat, clasped him in his arms, and with strong 
emotion remarked that he was the fourteenth person then in the 
ministiy whom he had discovered in the course of that visit to 
America, of whose conversion he had been the instrument. 

2, 3. (2) give, etc.f i.e. do not stint your generosities, for at 
best you can do but little toward relieving human sorrows.** (3) 
empty, etc., i.e. they do not hoard, they give away. Or perhaps, 
wit& allusion to coming misfortunes : when the clouds of cala- 
mity are full, they are sure to empty their contents on thee. 
tree fall,* etc., wherever the misfortune comes, if you are in the 
way, you will have to bear it. 

Za/w and life (v. 3). — I. The key to the passage, the broad idea 
which xmderlies the whole, is in tiie first verse. The main point 
here then is, that in all husbandry there are two elements — ^the 
intelligence and energy of the man, and the co-operation of a 
secret force, the springs of which and the methods escape him, 
but on which absolutely depend all his fruits. II. The writer of 
this book asks us to consider how much that has the most im- 
portant bearing on the results of our activity is hopelessly beyond 
the control of our hand. 1. The awful force and inevitable cer- 
tainty of the processes of nature ; 2. There is the absolutely 
certain sequence of physical causes and effects, or antecedents 
and consequents, which we call laws of nature, which vary not 
one hair's breadth from their ordained order in obedience to the 
mandates of our wiU, but which, by observing and mastering 
the principle of that order, we can use for the accomplishing of 
our ends ; 3. The writer, while he sees this constant order, had a 
dark sad vision of the uncertainties which cross it. III. There 



has become con- 
fined within the 
limits of the little 
square beds into 
which the soil is 
divided for the 
purpose. These 
beds are sepa- 
rated by narrow 
causeways, or 
paths of raised 
earth, upon wh. 
the labourer 
treads, dryshod, 
as he passes from 
bed to bed in the 
prosecution of 
his task." — Van 
Lennep. 

"Do good, cast 
thy bread into 
the water ; it 
shall one day be 
repaid thee." — 
Arab. Proverb. 

"Wheat is never 
sown on wet 
lands; barley 
sometimes is." — 
Gadabp. 

V. 1. R. Duke, 1 ; 
J. DougUiSj 73 ; 
ff. A. Atkinson, 
267 ; Dr. C. J. 
Vaughan, 509. 

b Caleb Morris. 



a " Or, you know 
not what re- 
verses may be- 
fall either that 
person who by 
your liberality 
will be strength- 
ened to meet 
them, or your- 
self, who may 
come to need 
grateful friends. 
Comp.Lu.xvi.9." 
— Spk. Com. 

b This image is 
not in any way 
connected with 
the state of de- 
parted souls. 

vv. 1, 2. F. Webb, 

i. 103. 

V. 2. A. Munton, 

347. 

" Our life is Uke 
that wax melting 
in the flame. 
Death puts his 
stamp on it, and 
then it cools, and 
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the Impren neyer 
can be changed. 
Or Uke the burn- 
ing metal, run- 
ning forth from 
the cauldron into 
the mould. Death 
cooIb hb in that 
mould, and we 
are cast into that 
8h^;w throogh- 
ont eternity.'*— 
C. B. Surgeon. 



e J. 
BJL. 






** We are all 
<lrawn and at- 
tracted by the 
dedre of know- 
ledge and sci- 
ence, to excel 
in which, we 
think, is honoor- 
aUe ; whUe we 
deem it mean 
and base to be 
led astray, and to 
wander m igno- 
rance and error." 
^Cteero. 

d 2>r, Blaekwood. 



a "The farmer 
would get on 
liadly, who, in- 
stead of sowing 
and reaping, 
spent his time 
in watching 
the wind and 
donds." -FaM9$et. 

"It we stand 
thus, magnifying 
every little diffi- 
culty, and mak- 
ing the worst of 
it, starting ob- 
jections and fan- 
cying hardship 
and danger where 
there is none, we 
shall never go on, 
much less go 
through with our 
work, nor make 
anything of it." 
— MaL Henry. 

"He whom the 
weather does not 
suit, and who is 
ever waiting for 
a more favoura- 
ble season, misses 
finally the 
proper period for 



being this law of calamity at work, defying all calculation and 
all defence, what is the trae policy of life ? 1. Do not be afraid 
of giving with a bonntifol hand, lest yonr charity ehonld be 
warted ; 2. Do not be afraid of working, lest your toil should be 
fmitleaB ; 3. Do not be afraid of loving, because every love is a 
sure germ of i>ain.« 

" The BairymaiCt Daughter^' in 5Vr*«y.— " That well-known 
tract The Dairyman's Datighter, written in the Isle of Wight, by 
the Bev. Legh Richmond, found its way to Constantinople. 
There it was translated into the Armenian tongue by the Rev. 
Dr. Croodell, an American missionary to Turkey. A copy of this 
version was carried to Nioomedia (or Ismid), and fell into the 
hands of a Yartabed, or preaching priest of the Armenian Church. 
He, upon perusing it, was deeply affected by the picture it pre- 
sented of simple and genuine dbristianity, the result of faith in 
Jesus and the operation of the Holy Ghost, such as he supposed 
to have existed only amongst the primitive Christians. Com- 
paring the spirit and principles of this sweet stoiy with the con- 
dition of the corrupt and idolatrous Armenian Church, he was led 
to the study of the New Testament ; and the result was his own 
conversion by the Divine grace. He then communicated the 
knowledge of this wondrous tract, and his own blessed ezperienoe, 
to another Yartabed, with the same results in his case also. These 
two converted priests, expelled from their own corrupt conmm- 
nion, were the chief beginnings of the evangelical church now 
existing in Nioomedia. That church has given origin to two 
others in the neighbourhood ; and as the good influence extends 
itself widely in all directions, it is impossible to say how far 
throughout Turkey may yet be diffused the beneficial leaven of 
The Dairyman^ 8 Daughter* 

4 — 6. (4) observeth . . sow, such watching the clouds tvouM 
be a sign of a timid hesitancy that would ensure failure.* (5) 
spirit, or wind, comp. Jno. iii. 8. bones, etc,^ Job x. 8 — 12.' 
works of GK)d, the issues of God's wiU : His ways in the future. 
(6) whether shall prosper, i.e, whether God will petnit 
success to any or all. We ^ould not only be diligent, but we 
should work at various things, in view of the uncertain suooesB 
attending all human schemes. 

The evening (r. 6). — I. Every day has its evening — 1. With its 
quiet hour for meditation — as with Isaac ; 2. With its vacant 
hour to be filled up with some work for Jesus. II. Every life 
also has its evening. 1. It is clouded or bright, for the most 
part, as the day has been ; 2. Sometimes the evening is unhke 
the day, — a contrast to it. III. The evening does not alwajye 
commence at the same hour — short and long days, — ^with some 
the sun goes down while it is yet noon. Learn : — ^In secular 
things men live for the evening of life : let it be so in thin^ 
spiritual. 

Dr. Beecher and his one hearer, — A story is told of Dr. Beedier, 
of Cincinnati, that is worth recording, as IQustrating the tnth 
that we can never tell what may result from an apparently in- 
significant action. The doctor once engaged to preach for a 
countiy minister, on exchange, and the Sabbath proved to be 
excessively stormy, cold, and uncomfortable. It was in mid- 
winter, and the snow was piled in heaps all along the roads, fou 
to make the passage very difficult. Still the minister urged liie 
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horse through the drifts till he reached the chnroh, pat the 
animal into a shed, and went in. As yet there was no person in 
the house, and after looking about, the old gentleman, then 
young, took his seat in the pulpit. Soon the door opened, and a 
single indiyidual walked up the aisle, looked about, and took a 
seat. The hour came for commencing service, but no more 
hearers. Whether to preadi to such an audience or not, was now 
the question ; and it was one that Lyman Beeoher was not long 
in deciding. He felt that he had a duty to perform, and he had 
no right to refuse to do it because only one man could reap the 
benefit of it ; and accordingly he went through all the services, 
praying, singing, preaching, and Ihe benediction, with only one 
hearer. And when all was over, he hastened down from the 
desk to speak to his '' congregation," but he had departed. A 
circumstance so rare was referred to oocasionaJly, but twenty 
years afterwards it was brought to the doctor's mind quite 
strangely. Travelling somewhere in Ohio, the doctor alighted 
fronL the stage one day, in a pleasant village, when a gentleman 
stopped up uid spoke to Mm, familiarly calling him by name. 
*^ I do not remember you," said the doctor. " I suppose not," 
said the stranger, " but we spent two hours together in a house 
alone once, in a storm." " I do not recsJl it, sir," added the old 
man ; '' pray, pray, when was it 7 " *^ Do you remember preach- 
ing twenty years ago, in such a place, to a single person 7 " '' Tes, 
yes," said the doctor, grasping his hand, " I do, indeed ; and if 
you are the man, I have been wishing to see you ever since." " I 
am the man, sir ; and that sermon saved my soul, made a minister 
of me, and yonder is my church. The converts of that sermon, 
sir, are all over Ohio." <* 

7, 8. (7) the light,* of life ; wh. the young are especially 
able to enjoy, behold the sun, Ps. Iviii. 8 ; Jno. zi. 9. (8) 
days of daxkness, the many times of trouble there are sure to 
be, and the long waiting months of old age, when the interest in 
life largely ceases. Some think that the reference is to the dark 
-waiting time in Sheol.^ 

Remember, — I. In present prosperity remember the dark days 
to come (xi. 7, 8). Light, life, joy, prosperity, ete., are pleasant. 
We may *^ be glad in the gay sunE^iine." Right that we should 
1)0 so. Right also that we should remember that, as night succeeds 
day, and winter follows summer, so too the trouble man is bom 
to (Job V. 7) will presently overt^e us. Men labour in the day 
that they may have a home to return to at night ; they toil in 
summer that they may not starve in winter ; and in prosperity 
they should " lay by in store *' for rainy days. Especially in 
regard to the higher life, now is our spring and summer. Let us 
store up our Sabbath lessons against days of toil, trouble, sick- 
ness, ete. II. In youthful joyousness remember the judgment 
(xi. 9, 10). No harm in innocent mirth. But it is good to be 
** meriy and wise " together, and not to be merry alone. For 
then we shall be careful in choice of sports and companions. 
The command, " Rejoice," ete., not ironical, as some think (see 
Patrick, ete.), but serious. The gist of it is, Let youthful joyous- 
ness be tempered and purified by right thought and principle. 
*^ Religion never was designed to make our pleasures less," but 
pure and holy. III. In bodily health remember the common lot 
<xii. 1 — 7). " It is appointed unto aU men onoe to die." Our 



actioii."-0. ZdU- 
ler. 

b Also Job zxxi. 
16 ; Pel cynriT, 
13—16 ; Jer. L 6. 

V. 6. T. SL John, 
ill63; Abp. Sum- 
n«r, 848. 

" Knowledge is 
never of very 
serious use to 
man until it has 
become put of 
his oustomaiy 
coarse of think- 
ing. The know- 
ledJB^e which 
baroly passes 
through the 
mind resembles 
that which is 
gained of a 
country by a 
traveller who is 
whirled through 
it in a stage ; or 
by a bird flitting 
over it in his 
passage to an- 
other."— ZHrti^At 

c Hogg'i In- 
structor. 



a The "light" 
here stands for 
«Ufe," of which 
it is the symboL 
Ck)mp. Job iii. 
30; Ps. xxzvi 9, 
zlix. 19, Ivl. 13. 

dBegardedasthe 
dark prison be- 
neath the earth. 

"While the sun 
of earthly pro- 
spects shines, we 
are apt to feel the 
day of evil at a 
distance from our 
minds; we are 
reluctant to ad- 
mit the possi- 
bility of a chajige 
of scene ; we shut 
out the thought 
of calamity and 
distress as an 
unwelcome in- 
truder. Experi- 
ence, in most 
cases, soon alters 
the sentimentf^ 
and events arise 
which impress an 
indelible convio- 
tion of the short 
duration of 
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earthly good." — 
EobeH Hall. 

r. 7. a. Smith, i. 
123; A. Munton, 
146 ; ff. Turner. 
323. 

V. 8. Dr. J. Scottf 
m. 396; J. Mrris, 
iy. 3S3 ; £. Hall, 
V. 295. 

*'AI1 men that 
have rambled 
after happiness 
have failed ; nei- 
ther learning, 
nor fame, nor 
wealth, nor plea- 
sure, taken sepa- 
rately or jointly, 
could ever give it, 
without acting 
np to the height 
and dignity of 
human nature, 
and getting a 
right set of 
principles for 
thought ' and 
practice ; a- 
mongst which 
may be reckoned 
the love of jus- 
tice, temperance, 
fortitude, and be- 
nevolence."— iln- 
toninus. 

" It is heaven 
upon earth to 
have a man's 
mind move in 
charity, rest in 
Providence, and 
turn upon the 
poles of truth." 
— Lord Bacon. 

c Mr. Corderoy. 



a " These sen- 
tences mark the 
gradual progress 
in seU • indulg- 
ence, to which 
the young espe- 
cially ore prone ; 
they see the 
roses, but do not 
discover the 
thorns, until 
pierced by them." 
— FatuMt. 

"Thoughtless 
and sensual 
young man, .... 
grati^ thy appe- 



earthly house is called a tabernacle. A tabernacle, or tent^ is at 
best a frail thinf^. adapted only for pilgrims, travellers. Only in 
the future shaJl we have a " building of God," etc. — a body that 
sicOniess and death cannot touch. (See Matthew Henry's beauti- 
fill comment on this passage — also Robert Southey's poem, 
" Fatiier William.") The best provision for sickness and death, — 
religion. This to be best studied and obtained during health. 
IV. In eveiy circumstance remember the law of Gk)d (xiL 13, 14). 
This known and obeyed will help us to possess prosperity without 
pride, to enjoy youth without sin, and in health to prepare for 
the end. The commandment is exceeding broad. It includes 
thought, desire, motive, as well aa word and deed. If the fear of 
Gkxl be lodged in tiiie heart, it will outwork itself in obedience to 
the Divine will. Learn — 1. Gratitude for prosperity ; 2. Wisdom 
in recreation ; 3. Forethought in health ; 4. Obedience to God 
at all times. 

•A cloudless shy. — ^When in Madeira, I rose early one mornings 
hoping to reach the summit of a certain mountain, to gaze upon 
a maj^iificent scene, and enjoy the balmy air. I had a servant 
with me, and we had got up some two thousand feet, when a 
thick mist was seen descending upon us, quite obscuring the 
whole face of the heavens, and I thought we had no chance left 
but at once to retrace our steps. But as the cloud came nearer, 
my guide ran on, penetrating the mist, and calling to me ever 
and anon, and saying, *' Press on, master, press on ! There is 
light beyond." I did press on ; in a few minutes the mist was 
passed, and I gazed upon a scene of transcendent beauty. All 
was bright and cloudless above ; and below was the almost level 
mist, concealing the world below, and glistening in the rays of 
the sun like a field of untrodden snow ; — ^there was nothing 
between us and heaven. I have often thought since there was 
nothing like " pressing on " in every trial of life, assured that, 
although the nusts of earth may hang around us at certain 
stages of our journey, there is light beyond. Tou, the friends of 
Sunday schools, have present difficulties, but I would ask you to 
listen to the voice which on that occasion came from the 
untutored Madeiranese — " Press on 1 there is light beyond " — ^in 
this world; and, by-and-by, there shall be the light, all un- 
clouded, of heaven ; and, rejoicing in that light, we shall be 
constrained to exclaim, " Hallelujah, for the Lord Grod Omniiwtent 
reigneth : the kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms 
of our God and of His Christ." « 

9, 10. (9) reijoice, perhaps spoken with a tinge of irony. 
The advice, however, is in accordance with SoL's counsel through- 
out this book, to make the best of time present. The limit to 
free enjoyment should be the remembrance of coming judgment." 
GK)d . . judgment, not exclusively in the next life ; even liere 
men come into God's judgment, and suffer the necessary bitter 
consequences of self-indiigence. (10) sorrow, or that wh. will 
surely work out at last into sorrow, thy flesn, the body being 
the organ of sensual and sinful indulgences ; 2 Ti. ii. 22. 

An antidote to dimpation (v. 10). — Our text teaches us — ^L 
That there will be a future judgment. 1. The time of it is 
appointed ; 2. The precursors are described ; 3. The judge is 
named. II. That God will bring us into judgment. 1. AH will 
be judged : some will be glad, others will shrink ; 2. God will 
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bring all into jndgment. III. Gk)d will bring us into jndgment 
for all these things. The heart prompts to many evil ways. 
Name two. 1. Of infidelity ; 2. Of sensuality.* 

A thonghtless soldier. — Dr. John Evans, the author of some 
excellent sermons on the Christian temper, introduced, on one 
occasion, a sermon to young people in the following manner : — 
^' Shall I be allowed to preface this discourse with relating a 
passage concerning an acquaintance of mine, who has been many 
years dead, but which I remember to have received, when young, 
from himself ? When ho Was an apprentice in this city, the civil 
war began ; his inclination led him into the army, where he had a 
captain's commission. It was fashionable for all the men of that 
army to carry a Bible along with them ; which, therefore, he and 
many others did, who yet made little use of it, and hardly had any 
sense of serious religion. At length he was commanded, with 
his company, to storm a fort, wherein they were, for a short time, 
exposed to the thickest of the enemy's fire. When he had ac- 
complished this enterprise, and the heat of ^e action was over, 
he found that a musket ball had lodged in his Bible, which was 
in his pocket, upon such a part of his body, that it must neces- 
sarily have proved mortal to him, had it not been for this season- 
able and weU-placed piece of armour. Upon a nearer observation 
he found the ball hfuL made its way so far in his Bible as to rest 
directly upon that part of the first unbroken leaf where the 
words of my text are found. It was Ec. xi. 2 ; * Rejoice, O 
young man, in thy youth ; and let thy heart cheer thee in the 
days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in 
the sight of thine eyes ; but Imow thou, that for aJl these things 
God will bring thee into judgment.' As the surprising deliverance, 
you may apprehend, much affected him, so a passage which his 
conscience told him was very apposite to his case, and which 
Providence in so remarkable a way pointed to his observation, 
made the deepest and best impression on his mind ; and, by the 
grace of God, he, from that time, attended to religion in earnest, 
and continued in the practice of it to a good old age ; frequently 
making the remark, with pleasure, that his Bible had beien the 
salvation both of his body and his soul." « 



CHAPTER THE TWELFTH 

1. remember, think on : keep ever before thee the law of 
thy Creator. Creator, Heb. plur. Creatws: perhaps as inti- 
mating God's relation to all the different parts of our bein^. 
He who makes has right of rule over the thing made, evil 
days, times of trouble wh. too surely come in man's advanced 
years, no pleasure, etc.j i.e. the time of old age, when the 
senses are dulled. 

Ikirhj piety {v. 1). — I. How you are called to remember your 
Creator. 1. Who He is ; 2. What He has done ; 3. What He is 
domg ; 4. What He has promised to do ; 5. What He has deter- 
mined to do. II. When He should be especially remembered. 
1. Youth is the most impressible time— most critical ; 2. Most 
honourable to serve God then ; 3. Most profitable. IH. Why it 
BhonJd not be deferred. 1. Evil days; 2. Old j.^^^ ^as its 
peculiar infirmities, remarkable irj^^ f,, ii^^^vmeit 



titos, indulge all 
thy passions, 
deny thjrself no- 
thing, eat, drink, 
and be merry ; 
disregard the ad- 
monitions of con- 
science, trample 
under foot the 
authority of reve- 
lation, but think 
not that thou 
Shalt always pro- 
sper in the ways 
of sin, or carry 
for ever that air 
of jollity and tri- 
umph. " — J. A. 
James. 

Ro. il 6—0. 

V. 9. H. Smithy 
125; Bp. a. Ward^ 
241 ; Bp. Stilling- 
fleet, iii. 132 ; Dr, 
J. Edtoardi, 617 ; 
Bp. Hickman, ii. 
277; Dr. P. Dod- 
dridge, ii. 189; 
S. Smith, 209 ; 
Dr. C. J. Vaughan, 
623. 

b Omega in 100 
Sks. 

"Knowledge, 
when wisdom is 
too weak to guide 
her, is like a head- 
strong horse that 
throws the ri- 
der." — Quarles. 

c R. T. S. 



V. 1. Dr. J. Donne, 
vi. 17; H. Smith, 
184 ; 0. Jleyvood, 
V. 619; Sir M. 
Hale, ii. 826 ; Dr. 
J. Edaards, iii. 
286; Abp. Tillot- 
son, iv. 76; Dr. 
J. Trapp, ii 1; 
Dr. J. Evans, 79 ; 
J. Fatceett, 166; 
Dr.J.Milner,63; 
J. Holland, i.3»6; 
Dr. J. Jortin, iv. 
217; G.WhU^ld, 
V. 169; Bp. For- 

teus,m.m; Bp. 

Colenso, 72; Dr. 
C. J. Vaughan, 
306; Dr. T, 
Duright, \L 166. 
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Childhood doea 
Romettmes pay a 
fleoond vUt to 
man — youth 
noTer. How re- 
sponsible an we 
for the nae of a 
period 80 predona 
in itself, which 
will soon 
away and 
retium. 



nerer 



«Yoa 
natnre 



are old ; 
in you 
stands on the 
very verge of her 
confine "^-JShtdx- 
speare, 

"* Tears steal fire 
from the mind as 
vigour from the 
Umh."— Byron. 



n The darkening 
of the Ughta of 
heaven denotes a 
time of affliction 
and sadness. 
Comp. Job iiL 9 ; 
Is. V. 30; Eze. 
xzziL 7, 8. Con- 
trast 2 8a. zzili. 
4,6. 

b "■ The season of 
weakness and de- 
crepitude, when 
no sooner has one 
cloud of sorrow 
discharged its 
dark contents 
and disapi>eued, 
but another 
black cloud, swol- 
len with showers 
of sorrows, re- 
turns in its 
place."— Wordt- 
toorth. 

e Some, e.g., Um- 
hreitj Elster^ Cox, 
think this and 
folL vv. a poetic 
description of the 
day of death, re- 
presented under 
fig. of a fearful 
tempest 

d Ex. zi. S ; Mat. 
zziv. 41. 

"Even in the 
downfall of his 
meUow'd years, 
when nature 



Note : — ^Nothing in religion can be done without Christ ; all to 
which we are cidled maj be done with Him.* 

Earhi piety, — ^Many a one, who lives to a good old age, remem- 
bered Him in the days of youth ; and for not a few, dying early, 
have these words supplied the theme of funeral meditation. In 
one instance the verse, " Bemember now thy Creator in the di^ 
of thy youth," itself was both funeral sermon and obituary. A 
letter received in New York from Atlanta, Ga., gives this inci- 
dent of the battle at Boll Bun : " A staff-officer from Charleston, 
engaged in the battle on the 21st July, 1861, says : ' I rode oat 
the day after the battle to view the ground, and passed piles of 
dead in various positions. Under a large tree I saw a body lying, 
vexy handsomely dressed, with a &uicy sword, and a handken^ef 
over the face. It attracted my curiosity. I stopped, removed 
the handkerchief, and saw one of the handsomest faces I ever 
met with, of a boy not more than twelve or fourteen years old. 
His appearance and dress indicated high social position ; probably 
he was a temiwrary aid to some general officer. To ascertain who 
he was, I examined his pockets, and found a Testament, in which 
was written, '* James Simmons, New York. From his loving 
mother. My son, remember thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth." I wished very mudi to take the body away, but I was 
six miles from quarters, on horseback, and it was impossible.* " 

2—4. (2) not daxkened,* by reason of weakness or disease, 
which prevents their enjoyment. olOnds . . rain, tg. for 
trouble coming again and again.* (3) keepers,*' etc., the arms, 
with the hands, wh. become tremulous in the aged, strong 
men, the legs, wh. in age lose their muscular power, 
grinders,' or teeth. Fem. gender, bee. work of haziid-mill 
was done by women, look . . windows, the eyes ; sight of 
the aged is dim. (4) doors, etc.^ the lips, in allusion to the 
silent mumbling of their food by those who have lost their 
teeth, rise . . bird, wake with the least sound, so light is his 
sleep. Or allusion may be to his voice becoming weak as a bird's, 
daughters . . low, he can no longer sing, or join in singing, 
or even care for singing. 

Degcrijftion of old age, — ^We have here an elegant description 
of old age. '' Then the sun, and tibie light, and the moon, and 
the stars, wHl be darkened." That is, sdl outward comfort and 
prosperity, whether l^ day or by night, will be edipeed and 
withdrawn. " And the clouds will retnrn after the rain.** That 
is, one bodily distemper and trouble will follow another in quick 
succession. Then will *^the keepers of the house tremble.'* 
That is, the arms and hands, which defend the body, will by 
reason of their oold and dry temper shake and quiver. " Jbid 
the strong men will bow themselves.** That is, the thighs and 
legs, which have strongly borne up the structure of the body. 
will be weak, and need the support of a staff to aseost them. 
" And the grinders will cease because they are few.** That », 
the teeth, which chew and grind our food, will break, decay, 
and fall out ; so that, being liduoed to a few, they will be unable 
to do their office. " And those who look out at the windows will 
be darkened.*' That is, the sight will fail ; the eye, thzoo^ 
which, as through a window, the soul looks out, being dim aai 
weakened. " And the doors shall be shut in the streets." That 
is, the lips and mouth will be disabled from speaking and eating. 
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^' When the sound of the grinding is low." That is, digestion, 

which is assisted by chewing, will be weak and impedect, so 

that the system will be ill supplied with nouzishment. ''And 

he shall rise np at the yoioe of the bird." That is, our sleep will 

be shallow, that the least noise will awake us, and so short, that 

it will prevent the cook crowing. *' And all the daughters of 

music shall be brought low." l^at is, our ears will grow dull, 

so that the sweetest music will have loet all its charms. ''And 

they shall be a&aid of that which is high." That is, we shall, 

by reason of weariness, dizziness, and want of breath, be afraid 

of ascending high places, and of attempting such high things 

as in youth we adyentured upon witiLout hesitation. "And 

fears shall be in the way." That is, we shall be afraid in our 

journeying, lest we dash our weak and weajy foot against a 

stone. " And the iJmond tree shall flourish." That is, our head 

will grow white, like the almond tree, which soon ripens. 

" And the grasshopper shidl be a burden." That is, the least 

weight will be too heavy for our infirm body ; yea, we, being 

then like enough to g^rasshoppers, shall be a burden both 

to ourselves and to others. " And desire shall fail." That is, 

all our bodily appetites wiU cool and cease. At length " the 

silver cord will be loosed." That is, the backbone, with the 

spinal marrow which it encloses, and l^e nerves and fibres 

belonging to it, will be weakened. " And the golden bowl will 

be broken." That is, the vessel and membrane in which the 

brain is enclosed (which is aptly called " golden," both for its 

colour and value) will at last be shattered. " And the pitcher 

will be broken at the fountain." That is, the veins will cease 

from doing their office at the right ventricle of the heart, which 

is the fountain of life ; and so, our blood stagnating, we are soon 

extinguished. " And the wheel shall be broken at the cistern." 

That is, the great artery, which is knit to the left side of the 

heart, by which the blood is conveyed into the system generally, 

iseases its action, and the pulse wititi it, which are the immediate 

forerunners of death. And " then the dust returns to the eariJi 

SA it was, and the spirit returns unto God who gave it." Thus 

'we see man's body, like some curious edifice, &:st battered by 

various storms ; at lengtili the roof and walls decay ; and at last 

it falls to the g^round ; but our blessed Redeemer hath provided 

for the inhabitant " a house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens."* 

5y 6. (5) high, prob. high ground. The aged cannot ascend 
hills.' fbars, nervously dreads any journeying : wants to be 
left quietly at home, almond, wh. bears white flowers.* 
gprasshopper, or locust. Even an insect is felt a burden to the 
-wea^ old man. desire, lit. the caper berrv, wh. was eaten 
lief ore meals to provoke appetite ; even it would no longer have 
its effeot. long home, so the grave is conceived.* (6) silver 
cord, by wh. the house-lamp was hung from the ceUingA 
T^owl, the lamp itself, pitoher, the body compared to an 
earthen vessel.* wheel, the cistern wheel by wh. the bucket is 
lowered and raised ; illus. the vital processes of the body. 

27ie groMkofyper. — Sir Thomas Gresham, who built th^ Royal 
TSy change in London, was the son of a poor woman, who, while he 
-was an infant, abandoned him in a field. By the providence of 
Ood, however, ihe chirping of a grasshopper attracted a boy to 



brought him to 
the door of 
death."— iSA<a«- 

"When every day 
that comes, 
oomes to decay a 
day's work in 
us."— /&W. 

"Time's chariot- 
wheels make 
their carriage- 
road in the ftdr- 
est face. " — La, 
Roeh^oucauld. 

"These are the 
effects of doting 
age, rain doubts, 
and idle cares, 
and orer- cau- 
tion ; the second 
nonage of a soul 
more wise, but 
now decay'd, and 
sunk into the 
socket, peeping 
by fits, and giv- 
ing simple light." 
—Dryden. 

e R. Smith. 



"I am old now, 
and these same 
crosses spoil me." 
— Shakespeare. 

"Evray man de- 
sires to lire long; 
but no man 
would be old."— 
Swktt. 



a " Of ascending 
an eminence wh. 
would be difficult 
on account of 
their sunken 
chests and short 
breath."— a 
Zockler. 

6 " It is the type 
of old age whose 
hair is white;. .. 
the white blos- 
soms completely 
corer the whote 
tree; the green 
learea do not ap- 
pear till some 
time after."— 
Thomson, 
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c "The ancient 
Egyptians called 
their tombe their 
' long home,' or 
'everlasting 
habitations.' " — 

d The thread of 

life. 

e 3 Oor. iv. 7. 

a "The spirit of 
every man after 
death, good or 
bad, in some 
sense goes to Ood 
either as a Father 
or as a Judge, to 
be kept some- 
where under the 
custody of His 
Almighty power, 
in order to the 
receiving of His 
final sentence at 
the last judg- 
ment, either of 
happiness or mi- 
sery."— ^j). ^u«. 

b Dr. J. H. New- 
man. 



V. 8. Bp. Maith^, 
i. 480; Dr. H. 
Blair, ii. 178. 

" The vanity of 
the world also 
appears in this, 
that a little cross 
will embitter 
great comforts. . . 
One dead fly is 
enough to cor- 
rupt a whole box 
of the world's 
most fragrant 
ointment . There 
are so many in- 
gredients re- 
quired to make 
up worldly feli- 
city — as riches, 
health, honour, 
friends, good 
name, and the 
like— that if 
these be wanting 
the whole com- 
position is spoil- 
ed."— JSopKn*. 

" Old age is talk- 
ative, and I may 
learn somewhat 
of moment from 
him:''WhUeluad. 

R.T.8. 



the spot where the child lay ; and hiB life was by this 
pieeerved. After Sir Thomas had, by hisimparalleied sacoess as 
a merchant, risen to the pinnacle of oommerdal wealtii and 
greatness, he chose a grasshopper for his crest ; and becoming, 
nnder the patronage of Queen Elizabeth, the f onnder of the 
Boyal Exchange, his crest was placed on the walls of the building 
in several parts, and a vane or weathercock, in the figXLFS of a 
grasshopper, was fixed on the sanunit of the tower. 

7. dust, 6e. iii. 19. The body formed of dnst spirit, etc^ 
a clear intimation of belief in immortalitiy of the sold." 

The individuality of the sovl {v. 7). — I. Nothing is more diffi- 
cult to realise than that every man bias a distinct soul. n. All 
the souls that have passed away from earth are alive yet. III. 
Every one of all the souls whidi have ever.been on the earth is 
in one of two distinct states,— one the subject of Grod's favour ; 
the o^er under His wrath. IV. All souls now living are on the 
way to one or other of these states. Y. How is it with us ? * 

A little hoy's mistake, — ^A little g^l in Yorkshire, about seven 
years of age, went, accompanied by a brother younger than her- 
self, to see an aunt who lay dead. On their return home, the 
little boy expressed his surprise that he had seen his aunt, saying, 
" I always thought when people were dead that they went to 
heaven ; but my aunt is not, for I saw her.'' " Brother," replied 
his sister, '' I fear you do not understand it : it is not the body 
that goes to heaven ; it is ^ the think ' that goes to heaven ; the 
body remains, and it is put into the grave, where it sleeps till 
Qod shall raise it up again." 

8—10. (8) all is vanity, a conclusion fr. looking at all 
features of life. (9) knowledge, gave practical counsel for 
the ordering of life while we have it. (10) aoceptal)le words, 
Heh. words of delight : pleasant, agreeable. 

Acceptable words. — ^The following anecdote, related by Dr. 
Franklin, which is equally characteristic of tide preacher and 
himself, admirably illustrates the power of Mr. Whitefidd's 
eloquence : — ^'^ I hapi>ened," says the doctor, " to attend one of 
his sermons, in the course of which I perceived he intended 
to fiidsh with a collection, and I silently resolved he should get 
nothing from me. I had in my pocket a handful of copper 
money, three or four silver dollars, and five pistoles in g^ld. As 
he proceeded, I began to soften, and concluded to give the 
copper. Another stroke of his oratory made me asihamed of 
that, mid determined me to give the silver ; and he fiboished so 
admirably, that I emptied my pocket wholly into the collector's 
dish — gold and alL At this sermon there was also one of our 
(dub, who, being of my sentiments respecting the building in 
Greorgia, and suspecting a collection might be intended, had, by 
precaution, emptied lus pockets before he came from home. 
Towards the conclusion of the discourse, however, he felt a 
strong inclination to gplve, and applied to a neighbour, who 
stood near him, to lend him some money for the purpose. The 
request was made to, perhaps, the only man in the company who 
had the coldness not to be affected by the preacher. Has answer 
was, *At any other time, friend Hodgkinson, I would lend to 
I thee freely ; but not now, for thee seems to be out of thy right 
[senses.' "« 
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11, 12. (11) goads, used by herdsmen to drive on cattle, 
nails, or tent-pegs. The allusion is to their bein^ driven into, 
and fixed in, the memoty. masters of asseinblies,<* or tent- 
makers ; those who erect tents : a fig. for teachers or preachers, 
one shepherd, God, the one source of wisdom for all teachers. 
(12) many books, as the result of much effort to force out the 
secrets of life : fuU of your own anxious but vain speculations. 
The counsel is to be willing to receive revealed truth ; and not 
weary the mind with mere speculations, study,* eager curiosity. 

Teaching to purpose. — Interpretation of the text (v. 11). — Orton 
thus paraphrases this text : — " The words of the preacher are not 
only true, but affecting ; like goads, quickening us to duty, or 
like nails, that take fast hold, and leave an abiding impression 
upon the mind, when drawn by the masters of the assemblies, 
the preachers of truth ; which are given from one shepherd, an 
allusion to the master shepherd, who gives a goad to him who 
drives the plough, or a nail to him that is to repair a building." — 
Pericles. — ^It is said of Pericles, the Athenian orator, that before 
he went out to address the people, he prayed to the gods that 
nothing might go out of his mouth but what might be to the 
purpose. Wbat an example does t^is heathen set for the Chris- 
tian preacher and teacher 1 How much is uttered by these public 
instructors which, as far as any one can see, is to no purpose 
whatever except to fill up the hour! — Words not wasted. — A 
deaf man was remarkable for his accurate knowledge of almost 
all subjects which depended particularly upon his intercourse 
with others. He was once asked the reason of this, when he 
replied, " People do not waste their breath talking nonsense to 
me through a speaking-trumpet." If they had anything to say, 
it was always to the purpose, and put in the fewest possible 
words. The Christian teacher should set before him a direct pur- 
pose, a great and lofty object, and make everything bear upon it. 
His great aim is to explain Grod's truth, and apply it to the saving 
of the souls of his scholars. 

13, 14. (13) conclusion, a very limited and imperfect one : 
not such as David would have arrived at : not such as Chris- 
tianity teaches. The fear of Gk)d, as the practical rule of life, 
may be, and should be, glorified into the love of God as the 
inward inspiration of life, whole . . man, i.e. this is man's 
part : the mysteries he must be willing to leave. (14) into 
judgment, Ro. ii. 16, xiv. 10 ; 2 Cor. v. 10.« 

The whole duty of man (v. 13). — This is real religion. I. It is 
the design of man's creation. II. The object of God's pro- 
vidential dispensation. III. The chief excellency of man's 
character. lY. The sole foundation of his happiness. V. It 
harmonises with all his circumstances. 

Photograjplis on the wall. — The infinite galleries of the past 
await but one brief process, and all their pictures will be called 
out and fixed for ever. I had a curious illustration of this great 
fact on a humble scale. When a bookcase, long standing in one 
place, was removed, there was the exact image left on the wall 
of the whole, and of many of its portions. But in the midst of 
this picture was another, the precise outline of a map which had 
hung on the wall before the bookcase was placed there. We had 
all forgotten everything about the map until we saw its photo- 
£^ph on the wall. Thus, some day or another, we may remember 



a ** The master of 
assemblies is the 
sheikh, who or- 
ders the gather- 
ing together of 
the tent dwellers, 
and the pitching 
of the encamp- 
ment."- Fan Leti' 
nep. 

b " Tliis is only 
the discourage- 
ment of the pru- 
rient and roving 
curiosity which 
is always craving 
something new, 
however per- 
nicious and poi- 
sonous, and de- 
vours it with 
ravenous avidity, 
and has no appe- 
tite for what is 
old, however 
wholesome it may 
he."-Wordsworth. 

V. 11. Dr. R. 
Fiddes, 143. 

V. 12. M.A.MeU 
Ian, 1 102 ; Dr. J, 
Trappy i 297. 

" Knowledge al- 
ways desires in- 
crease : it is like 
fire, which must 
be first kindled 
by some external 
agent, but which 
will afterwards 
propagate itself." 
— Johnson. 

a "Because God 
is infiuitely just, 
He will neither 
let hidden evil be 
unpunished, nor 
hidden good be 
unrewarded, " — 
Wolle. 

" We shall see of 
what vast conse- 
quence it is to us 
that we be re- 
ligious, if we 
consider the ac- 
count we must 
every one of us 
shortly give of 
himself to Grod ; 
thence he argued 
against a volup- 
tuous and vicious 
life (ch. xi. 9), 
and here for a 
religious life." — 
Mat. Henry, 
vv. 13, 14. Dr. T. 
Dwigfit, ii. 340; 
Bp. Jackion, 82. 
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I. Author. Ancribed to Solomon by nniyersal voice of antiquity ; this 
" Song of Songs "—that is, The Bett ofSongg—i^e only one left of the 1,005 
written by Solomon. (1 Kings iv. 32.) fl. Antliexiticity. It is suggested 
{Bp. Warhurton) that tibere can be no doubt of its canonicity, since Ezra, who 
compiled the canon, acted by inspiration of the Most High. Although not 
quoted in the New Testament, it formed part of the Jewish Scriptures {Jot. 
Antiq. viii. 2 — 5), was included in the translation of the LXX., and in all 
ancient catalogues. It is also attested by Origeny Jerome, Tkeodorety and the 
Talmud. III. Structure. A poem ; but critics are not agreed as to the 
class of Hebrew poetry in which it should be placed. The following are some 
of the chief opinions : — ^A poem to inculcate the Diyine approbation of mar- 
riage (Michaelii) ; a representation, by Solomon's son, of a trial of skill 
between a ^epherd and a shepherdess (Mendelssohn) ; a nuptial song (Harmer) ; 
a regular drama, which is to be explained by the consideration that the Jews 
were wont to celebrate their nuptials for seven days together, distingulBhed by 
peculiar solemnities {Bossuet, with whom agree Calmety Bp. Percy, and Mr. 
WilliatM) ; an idyll {Bauer) ; eight idylls {Jahn) ; a series of twelve sacred 
idylls, each distinct and independent of the other {Dr. Chod, and mainly of the 
same opinion is Sir W. Jones). "It is a x)oem, in which there are two 
characters, a male {SheUmwh, Peace), and a female called by the same name 
with a female termination {Shulamith). There are treble and bass solos, which 




principal characters is not distinguished in our translation, 
Hebrew, by the use of the masculine and feminine pronouns and adjectives : 
but they may be thus marked : Shulamith begrins a treble solo (i. 2 — 6), fol- 
lowed by a dialogue or duet (of about a verse each, to iL 3), terminating in the 
duet (ii. 6, 7). Then Shulamith sings a solo (ii. 8—13), answered by Shelomoh 
(chap, vii.), in praise of his spouse. The two intervening chapters (v. and vi.) 
appear to be sung by Shulamith and the chorus, and chap. viii. by them alto- 
gether in chorus. . . . Shelomoh would seem to be a personification of * Salem ' 
(Jerusalem), and this ode would thus portray the yearning of the bereaved 
Israelitish Church towards the holy temple on Mount Zion, after the separation 
of the ten tribes. This more fitiy typifies the love between the Church and 
Christ than an ' Epithalamium ' on the marriage of Solomon with a heathen 
princess ; while the terms of endearment lose all their grossness when applied 
to two nations with their distinctive physical features— a view whidi the 
constant transition (in the original Hebrew) from the singular to the plural 
(or collective) pronouns strengthens " {Oxford Teacher's BibU). 



Bossaet, Bp. of Meaux, is of opinion that this Song is a regular drama, explained by the Jev? 
celebrating their nuptials for seven days together. He accordingly divides it in the foUowinir 
manner :— Day 1, Chapter i.— ii. 6 : Day 2, ii. 7—17 : Day 3, iiL— v. 1 : Day 4, v. 2— vi 9 : Day i, 
vi. 10— viL 11 : Day 6, vii. 12— viiL 3 : Day 7, viii. 4—14. With Bossuet agrees Calmet, Bp. Percy, 
and Mr. Williams. Dr. Good, after others, considers it as forming not one continued an-l 




viii. 8— 14, 
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CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

1 — 3. (1) song of songs, i,e, the chief of songs. Sol. wrote 
<<one thousand and five songs,"' bnt this one only is preserved, 
which is Solomon's, lit. to, or for, Solomon. Usually re- 
garded as ascribing the autiiorship to Sol.* (2) kiss me, the 
almost universal sign of personal affection' bet. blood-relations 
and friends, better tnan wine, which was regarded as 
"making glad the heart." (3) savour . . ointments, these 
were freely used in dressing for entertainments.' poured 
forth, and so the sweetness flows abroad, virgins, aU the 
court ladies are admirers of the brilliant and lovely king. 

The Churches love to Christ (w. 3, 4). — ^There are two i)oints 
for our consideration. I. Hie reason of the Church's love for 
Christ. 1. His name ; 2. On account of the fragrance diffused 
by His name. II. Her ardent desire after Him. 1. Her suppli- 
cation ; 2. Her resolution. Learn— (1) What reason we have to 
seek the knowledge of Christ ; (2) Inwhat way we should testify 
our regard for Him.* 

Altogether lovely. — ^Jesus Christ is comprehensive of all things 
that are lovely : He seals up the sum of aU loveliness : things 
that shine as single stars with a particular glory, all meet in 
Christ, as a glorious .constellation. Cast your eyes among all 
created beings ; survey the universe ; observe strength in one, 
beauty in a second, faithfulness in a third, wisdom in a fourth ; 
but you shall find none excelling in them all, as Christ doth. 
Bread hath one quality, water ano&er, physic another ; but none 
hath all in itself, as Christ hath. He is bread to the hungry, 
water to the thirsty, a garment to the naked, healing to the 
wounded, and whatsoever a soul can desire is found in Him/ 

The study of the life of Chrigt. — If any earnest desire of 
happiness, any high esteem of virtue, any true affection to 
genuine sanctity, do lodge in our breasts, we should apply this 
most excellent means of attaining them : the study and en- 
deavour of imitating the life of our Lord. If we have in us any 
truth and sinoeriiy, and do not vainly prevaricate in bur 
profession of being Christ's disciples, and votaries of that most 
holy institution, let us manifest it by a real conformitiy to the 
practice of Him who is our master and author of our) faith. 
If we have in us any wisdom or sober consideration of things, 
let US employ it in following the steps of that infallible Guide, 
designed by heaven to lead us in the straight, even, and pleasant 
ways of righteousness, unto the possession of everlasting bliss. 
If we do verily like and approve the practice of Christ, and are 
affected with the innocent, sweet, and lovely comeliness thereof, 
let us declare such our mind by a sedulous care to resemble it. 
If we bear any honour and reverence, any love and affection to 
Christ: if we are at all sensible of our relations, our manifold obliga- 
tions, our duties to our great Lord, our best friend, our most gracious 
Redeemer ; let us testify it by a zealous care to become like to 
Him ; let a lively image of His most righteous and innocent, 
most holy and pious, most pure and spotless life be ever present 
to our fancies ; so as to inform our judgments, to excite our 
affections, to quicken our endeavours, to regulate our purposes, 

VOL. VII. o.T. z 



a 1 Ei. ir. 33. 

Lnther calls this 
"The High 
Song." 

h "In many Pa. 
the same Heb. 
particle occurs in 
the title as a sign 
of authorship."— 
Spk. Com. 

e " For a king to 
permit his hands, 
or even garment, 
to be kissed, was 
counted a great 
honour, but that 
he should himself 
kiss another vfUh 
hi* mouth is the 
greatest honour." 
— Fausset. 

"Every precept 
of Christ received 
by His Church is 
as one of His 
kisses."— iW. Ore- 
gory. 

d Jno. xii. 3. 

See Hansard 
Knollyt, Expoi, 
of cap. L 

V. 1. R. SCbbes, 
3 Ser. 1639 ; Bp. 
W. Nicholson, 
Apos. Creeds 141. 

e C. SimeontMJi. 

f J. Flavel. 

"In the beautiful 
character of the 
blessed Jesua 
there was not a 
more striking 
feature than a 
certain sensibi- 
lity, which dis- 
posed Him to 
take part in every 
one's affliction to 
which He was a 
witness, and to 
be ready to afPord 
it a miraculous 
relief. He was 
apt to be parti- 
cularly touched 
by instances of 
domestic distress, 
in which the suf- 
fering arises from 
those feelings of 
friendship, grow- 
ing out of natural 
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■flieollon And b»> 
Utoia andew- 
nwDt, which oon- 
■titnta tha per- 
fa ottopot mia SB 
ftaoctel owtuiB, 
■ad distingaiih 
tbaMctetyaf tha 



the iiutiBetlve 
bffdIagB of the 
loww wDijoalC* 



• Oomp. Jnoi tL 
4i»ziLSl 

h "▲ d]I^}]• €K« 

iwilau of tiie 
vlflfiii'B zspta^ 
xou joj at tha 
UgfahoDoar and 
diBgfat gnmtad 
hert^thaUag.*' 

e " The Axah 
tent is zoade of 
gOBt'i hair cloth, 
ahrayB black, or 
of E dark brown, 
about three- 
tcforVbBOl ayaid 
wide, mannfac- 
tnred by the 
women ol the 
hoaaehold, and 
oat in long strips, 
wh. ore stitched 
together at tiie 
edges nnta the 
dealred width is 
obtained. This 
tent doth pos- 
sesses the doable 
advantage of 
being waterproof, 
and of absorbing 
the son's rays, 
and it is thtis ac- 
toaQy cooler than 
the white tent of 
the more drilised 
traTeUer. "—Van 
Lennep, 
d 8tem» and 

eJLSibba. 



a ''The sheep are 
led to pasture 
only towards 
sunset during the 
greater part of 
the year, and re- 
turn home in the 
morning, or 
spend the day, 
sometimes the 



to oorreot onr miBtakes, to direct, amend, and sanctify onr whole 
liyes. Let na, with inoeasant diligence of stody, meditate npon 
the beat of historiea, wherein the tenor of His divine practice is 
repreaented to ns. BeyolTing frequently in onr tiionghta all the 
moat oonsiderable paasagea thezeof , entertaining* them with 
devout poaaionay impEeaBing them om our memoriea, and atriymg 
to erptem them in onr oonyenation, let na ezuleayonr oon- 
tinnally to walk in the atepa of onr Loid, and ^to follow the 
lamb whithenoeTer He goeth." Which that we mi^ be able to 
do, do thou, O Ueand Sedecsner, draw ns ; draw ns by the cozds 
of Thy love ; draw na by the aenae of Thy goodness ; draw i» by 
the inoompaable wort^ and excellency of ^y person ; draw as 
by the nnapotted parity and beanty of Thy example ; draw na by 
the merit it Thy gradona death, and by the power of Thy holy 
Spirit ; draw ns, '* good Lord, and we shall ran aft^ thee."'* 

4 — 6. (4) draw ma, by some look or motion of love that 
wOl give me enoomagement. ran, immediately and earnestly 
zeaponding to snch a loyeHsign.' King . . okambers, the ex- 
pteision oi wonder at the grace thns shown to hex^ ujiright, 
etc., better, "uprightly do they (the virgins) love thee." (5) 
blaok, swart, or dark-hned. "The Arabs of the desert aze 
browned by constant expoanre to the son." tents of Kedar,* 
Ge. xxY. 13. oortainSy Le. comely as the cnrtaina, or ridi 
hangings, of SoL'a tent. (6) son . . me, exposure to the son 
being &e cause of her dark tints, angiy, or j^ilons of me. 
keeper, etc., thinking to keep me safe by finding work for me. 
mine own vineyard, her beauly, wh. the king haying seen, 
had won for himself. 

The cry of the hride {v. 4). — 1. The request It is — I. Earnest ; 
2. Constant ; 3. Believing ; 4. Personal ; 5. TJnoonditicmaL IL 
The promise — ^'^ We will mn," etc. Notice this promise in its— 1. 
Boldness ; 2. Greatness ; 3. Humility ; 4. Object. lH. How the 
request is answered. Jesus draws by — 1. SiLenoe ; 2. A look ; 3. 
A word ; 4. By former promises brought to mind ; 5. By afflic- 
tions ; 6. By tiie <»dinance8.^ 

Black hut eomely. — There is a double principle in a nhrwrfaM^ 
in all things that he doth : there is the fleeh and spirit, and these 
two issue out in whatsoever comes from him. In his good woids 
there is fle«h aa well as spirit, in his thoughts and desires, in his 
prayer; his prayer itself stands in contraries. So evezything 
that comes from him is tainted with that that is contrary ; the 
flesh opposeth and hinders the work of the Spirit, and so it stains 
our good works. A Christian, at the same time, is deformed uid 
weU-favoured, black in regard of sin, but well-favoured in xoganl 
of the Spirit of God, and &e acceptation of Christ.' 

7, 8. (7) thoti feedest, this sentence indicates her fear of 
a public reception, and desire to meet the king privately, rest 
at noon,' He down during the oppressive hours, tnmeth 
aside, going astray, not knowing where her beloved one was. 
(8) if, etc, answer taken up by the chorus of women. FeAspf 
spoken witii a slight tone of irony.* footsteps, t.^. watch and 
follow the tracks, and you will soon find out. Kids, the satire 
of this is seen when we note that the kids of the flock are given in 
charge to the little boys and girls, who lead them a abort *iMfe"w» 
off, or suffer them to feed among the tents of the enoampment 
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The miait and the Saviour (vv. 7, 8). — ^L Tlie address of the 
saint to the Saviour. 1. An acknowledgment of His love ; 2. A 
longing fox oommimion; 3. A dread of declension, n. The 
reply of the Saviour to the sainL 1. A slight reproof; 2. A 
warm expression of admiration ; 3. A plain direction.'' 

The goat, — He is superior to the sheep both in sentLooent and 
dezteri^ ; he is stronger, lighter, and more agile than ti^e ram ; 
lie is sprightly, capricious, and given to wander ; and it is with 
difficulty he can be confixied to a flock. He loves to retire into 
solitude, to climb steep and rugged places, to stand, even to 
deep, on the points of rocks, and the edges of the most frightful 
precipices. He is robust and easily nourished ; for he eats 
almost every herb, and is injured by a very inconsiderable 
number. Though he seems to feel the effects of severe cold, he 
is not afraid of rain, or storms, or too great a degree of heat ; he 
oheerfully exposes himself to the sun« and without inconvenience 
sleeps under its most ardent rays. But he is inconstant in his 
passions, and irregular in his actions. He walks, stops short, 
znns, leaps, approaches, retires, shows and conceals himself, or 
flies off, as if he were actuated by mere ct^rice, and without any 
other cause than what arises from an eccentric vivacil^ of 
temper. The suppleness of his organs, and the strength and 
nervousness of his frame, are hardly sufficient to support the 
petulance and rapidity of his natural movements.' 

0—11. (9) oompared, etc, this is the address of the king- 
lover, ooxiipazly, lit. a Tnan^e of inme. He compares his bride 
to a beautiful horse." (10) rows of jew^s, ornaments 
dangling from the bride's head-dress.* chains, c(mm, Eze. xvi. 
11 — 13. (11) studs, points, little silver ornaments fixed on the 
necklace, or head-dress. ''Disks of silver pierced and strung 
together." The bridegroom promises her addition to her onxa- 
ments. 

Note on v, 9. — This appears a very coarse compliment, to a mere 
English reader, ariong from the difference of our manners ; but 
the horse is an animal in very high estimation in the East. The 
Arabians are extravagantly fond of their horses, and caress them 
as if they were their children. D'Arvieux gives a diverting 
account of the affectionate caresses an Arab used to give a nuure 
which belonged to him. He had sold it to a merchant at Rama, 
and when he come to see it (which he frequently did), he would 
weep over it, kiss its eyes, and when he departed, go backwards, 
bidding it adieu in the most tender manner. Tke horses of 
Egypt are so remarkable for stateliness and beauty, as to be sent 
as presents of great value to the Sublime Porte ; and it appears 
from sacred history that they were in no less esteem formerly 
among the kings of Syria, and of the Hittites, as well as 
Solomon himself, who bought his horses at 150 shekels, which 
(at Dean Prideaux's calculation of three shillings the shekel) is 
£22 10s. each, a very considerable price at wMch to purchase 
twelve thousand horses together. The qualities which form the 
beauty of these horses are tallness, proportionable corpulency, 
and statehness of manner ; the same qualities which they 
admire in their women, particularly corpulency ^ which is known 
to be one of the most esteemed characters of beauty in the East. 
Neibuhr says : *' As plumpness is thought a beauty in the East, 
the women, in order to obtain this beauty, swallow, every 
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noon-day honra 
only, In the 
breezy shade of 
a friendly grove, 
or nnder booths 
prepared for the 
purpoae."— Fan 
Lennep. 

6 "It WB8 jeer- 
ingly intended, 
and if It did not 
exaotly wound 
her deeply, it 
was certainly 
adapted to in- 
crease her long- 
ing for her lover." 
—0. ZHdOer. 

V. 7. Dr. J, Ed- 
wardtf Gospel 
Trea*. 428 ; S. 
Gough, 187 ; C. 
Bradley f S36. 

w. 7,8. J.JourUt, 

330. 

c G. Brooks, 
d Bt^fon. 



a "The simile is 
peculiaxfy appro- 
priate on the 
Ups, or from the 
pen, of SoL, who 
first brought 
horses and cha^ 
riots from Egypt. 
lKlx.28,J9."-- 
<9iMfc. Com. 

" On account of 
her youthful 
bloom, and her 
unaffected de- 
meanour, whose 
lovdy charms are 
still further 
heightened by 
the simple oma- 
ments worn upon 
her head and 
neck."— DelitescA. 

b " Persian ladies 
wear two or three 
rows of pearls 
round the head, 
beginning on the 
forehead, and de- 
scending down 
the cheeks, and 
under the chin, 
so that their 
faces seem to be 
set in pearls." — 
Olearius. 

"Give every kind 
of knowledge its 
due attmtion and 
respect; but what 
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■denoe is to be 
oompared to the 
knowledge of 
Christ erndfled ? 
Had a traveller 
lost his way in 
some desert, 
where he had 
wandered till he 
was fainting 
with hunger and 
thirst, for what 
would he first 
ask? for music, 
for i)ainting8 ? 
"SOf he would ask 
for bread, for 
water I Anything 
else offered him 
would be a mock« 
ery of his mi- 
sery."— -8. Ctetf. 

c Burder, 

Dirine love 
makes the soul 
better at obeying 
than dlq)uting. 

dSaundert, 



a Obtained ftron 
an Indian plant 
now called jata- 
matui. 

Jno. xii. 1—8. 

b Fs. xlv. 8. 

eZavioniaAlba. 

d Thomson. 

e Jos. XV. 62; 
1 ga. xxili, 29, 
xxiv. 1 ; J Chr. 
XX. 2; Eze. xlvii 
10. ' 

V. 12. T.Manton, 
iii. 83 ; D. Wilcox, 
ii. 150; J.Seoit, 
227. 

V. 13. R. Rdbin- 
son, iL 3. 

/ C. If. Spurgeon. 

"The blossoms of 
the henna are 
white, and grow 
in clusters. Their 
sweet perfume 
makes them spe- 
cial favourites 
with the women, 
who are fond of 
placing bunches 
of them in their 



morning and ereiy eTening, three of these insectB (a species of 
tenehriciiei)f fried in batter." Upon this principle is founded the 
compliment of Solomon ; and it is remarkable that the elegant 
nieocritus, in his epithalaminm for the celebrated qneen. H3.en, 
whom he described as plump and la/rge, nses exactly the same 
image, comparing her to the horse in ths ehariots of Thessaly,^ 

Sympathy of Christ. — ^But if my dear husband, Christ, do for 
my trial leaye me alone unto myself, alas I I know in what case 
I shall be then ; but if for my proof He do so, yet I am sure He 
will not be long or far from me. Though he stand behind the 
wall and hide Himself, as Solomon says in his mystical ballad 
(Cant, ii.), yet will He peep in by a cleft to see how I do. He is 
so tender-hearted a Joseph, that though He speak roughly to His 
brethren, and handle them hardly, yea, and threatens grievous 
bondage to his best-beloyed brother, Benjamin, yet He cannot 
contain Himself from weeping with us, and upon us, with fall- 
ing on our necks and sweetly kissing us. Su<di, such a brother, 
is our Christ unto us all ; wherefore hasten to go unto Him, as 
Jacob did, with his sons and family, leaving their own country 
and acquaintance. Yea, this our Joseph hath obtained for us 
His brethren, that Pharaoh the infidel shall minister unto us 
chariots wherein at ease we may be carried to come unto Him ; 
as we have had experience how our very adversaries do help us 
unto our everlasting bliss by their speedy dispatch ; yea, and 
how all things have been helping unto us, blessed be our God 1' 

12 — 14. (12) at his table, lit. in his circlet couches being 
arranged in a circular form, spikenard,' costly oil with wK 
the bride had scented herself. Perhaps intimating that she was 
doing all she could to render herself acceptable to him. (13) 
myrrli,* a costly myrrh-gum wh. tlie ladies of the East are in 
the habit of carrying in their bosom, perhaps in a little bag. 
lie . . breasts, better rendered, '^ which (i.e. the myrrh) lodge& 
in my bosom." (14) oampliire, or henna,*' used as dye ; and 
the Chientals are extravagantly fond of the odour of the flowers.' 
Engedi, famed for its aromatic shrubs.' 

A bundle of vn/yrrh (y. 13). — Jesus is like a bundle of myrrh. 
I. Precious — a very valuable drug. II. Pleasant. III. Perfum- 
ing. IV. Preserving. V. A disinfectant. VI. A cure. VII. A 
beautifier. VIII. It was connected with sacrifice/ 

A cluster of camphire. — This is the al-hennah, or Cyprus. It is 
here mentioned as a perfume, and its clusters are noticed, llus 
beautiful, odoriferous plant, if it is not annually cut and kept 
low, grows ten or twelve feet high, putting out its little flowers 
in clusters, which yield a most grateful smell, like camphire, and 
may therefore be alluded to (Cant. i. 14). Its plants, after they 
are dried and powdered, are disposed of to good advantage in aU 
the markets of this kingdom of Tunis. For with this all the 
African ladies that can purchase it tinge their lips, hair, hands, 
and feet, rendering them thereby of a tawny, saffron colour, 
which, with them, is reckoned a great beauty. Bussel mentions 
the same practice of dyeing their feet and hands with hennah as 
general among aU sects and conditions at Aleppo. Hasselquist 
assures us he saw the nails of some mummies tinged with the al- 
hennah, which proves the antiquity of the practice. And as this 
plant does not appear to be a native of Palestine, but of India 
and Egypt, and seems mentioned (Cant. i. 14) as a curiosity 
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growing in the yineyards of Engedi, it is probable that the Jews 
might be aoqnainted with its nse as a dye or tinge before they 
had experienced its odoriferous quality, and might, from the 
former circumstance, give it its name. See more concerning the 
hennah, or al-hennali, in Harmer's Outlines of a New Qmmentary 
on Solomon's Song, p. 218, etc.'' 

16 — V7, (16) doves' eyes,« all Oriental poets are fond of 
doves' eyes. Gomp. ch. t. 12. Some think ^e likeness of the 
bride's eyes is to doves, to the lustrous and shimmering plumage 
of the dove, not precisely to its eyes. (16) pleasant, '' full of 
moral grace and charm." green, referring to their then sitting 
together on a flowery bank. Ko reference to a bed, as they were 
resting at noontide. (17) house, fancifully referring to the 
trees that hung over and shaded them, as if they were pillars and 
beams of a palace, rafters, or gsklleries; in allusion to the 
avenues of trees. 

Most fair (v, 16). — I. Jesus is fair from every point of view. 
1. How amiable in our trials ; 2. In our afflictions ; 3. In our 
persecutions. II. He is fair in all His offices. III. In every act 
of His life. lY. In every trait of His character. Learn to be 
oonstantly looking unto Jesus. 

The eyes of the dove. — The eyes of a dove, alwa]^ brilliant and 
lovely, kindle with peculiar "^delight by the side of a crystal 
brook, for this is her favourite luiunt ; here she loves to wash 
and to quench her thirst. But the inspired writer seems to inti- 
mate that, not satisfied with a single riviUet, she delights especially 
in those places which are waterS with numerous streams, whose 
full flowing tide approaches the height of the banks, and offers 
her an easy and abundant supply. They seem as if they were 
washed with milk, from their shining whiteness ; and fiUy, 
rather fully set, like a gem set in gfold, neither too prominent nor 
too depressed, but so formed as with nice adaptation to fill up the 
socket.* 



CHAPTER THE SECOND. 

1, 2. (1) rose, prob. some plant with a bulbous root.« 
Evidently some wild flower Is meant. Shaxon, the most beau- 
tiful meadow land of Palestine, lily, not the white Uly with 
wh. we are familiar, but the red lily,^ or a red anemone. (2) 
among thorns, set off by the contrast. Thorny shrubs and 
plants abound in Palestine. 

The lily among thorns (v. 2). — I. This illustrates the lavish 
bestowment of tibie love of God. II. It illustrates the power 
possessed by the love of Christ of rendering beautiful objects 
morally unsightly. III. It illustrates also the tenacity of Divine 
love. lY. It suggests also the jealoui^ and power of the love of 
Christ of and over all other and opposite plants and principles. 

The rose of Sharon. — The plain of Sharon is still renowned 
for its f ertili^ and beauty, though roses, properly speaking, do 
not grow there. The flower referred to is no doubt the cistus, 
-whidi is found there in abundance, and is weU known in our 
English gardens. It is supposed that the myrrh (ladanum) 
referred to in verse 13 of last chapter, as well as in Gen. 
2zxvii 25, was the product of this plant. A writer in Scripture 



bosoms. " — Van 
Lennep. 

g Burder. 



a "The promi- 
nent features of 
her beauty, gen- 
tleness, and con- 
stant lore, em- 
blem of the Holy 
Ghost, who 
changes us to 
His own like- 
ness."— fa«#ie/. 

V.17. ILMichell, 
Bamp. Lee. 240. 

"Your eye dis- 
courses .with 
more rhetorlo 
than aU the gild- 
ed tongues of 
orators." — Mar- 
mion, 

"What needs a 
tongue to such 
a speaking eye ? 
that more per- 
suades than win- 
ning oratory."— 
Old Play, "Bd" 
mrd t/u Third," 

h Poxton, 



a Thanuon iden- 
tifies with the 
malva, or marsh 
mallow. 



Fau*setBB.jsmea» 
dow^MU^VvR, with 
flower of white 
or yiolet colour. 



b "There is a 
wild flower ex- 
tremely common 
in all Western 
Asia, which pre- 
sents the appear- 
ance of a small 
tulip, while it is 
superior to it in 
beauty, and easily 
mistaken for it. 
In French it is 
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oaUad the 
dow anemone, 
and might deeer- 
Tedly be called 
the queen of the 
meadows. This 
delicate and 
graoefol flower is 
remarkable for 
the great variety 
of colours it as- 
snmes; itis often 
seen of a bright 
scarlet, and of 
every shade of 
pnrple and pink, 
as wen as straw 
colour and 
white." — Fon 

w. 1—4. a, S, 
Pierce, lOh 

«.3. AlMfSeOet, 
Oemene. 

XV, S, 8. K 

M'Cheyne, 810. 

eSirR,K.Poner, 



a Pr. xrr. 11; 
Joel i. VL 

"It is a generic 
word (like mo- 
lum in Latin), 
and may include 
the citron and 
lemon." — Word$' 
worth. 



blklltZKh. 

eBtenuandnetffs. 

« The bride, 
transplanted fr. a 
lowly station to 
aew scenes of un- 
wonted q;>len- 
door, finds sap- 
port and safety 
in the known at- 
tachment of her 
belored. His 
•love" is her 
"banner.*'— <Sip*. 
Com, 

PB.bnr. 4. 

«. 8. T. Mmton. 
!iL43i T.BotUnu 
UL 166; R. JBr- 
ekine^ ix. 00; 7. 
BUKkUy,\,J\l. 



Katwral Htgttny of the Sooietj for Pzamotdng CSizistiaa Know- 
ledge, speaking of the oiBtas, 013^ : — ** Several kmds otf it pro- 
dnoe a sweet-soented gum, called ladaamn, whioih ib thoo^ht to 
be the drag intended in two paBsagee of the Book of GemeoB, 
where tiie word is rendered myirh. This gam was found BtiGl±ig' 
to the beardbs of goats, by the Arabs, whuo at length dieoovered 
that their charge had been feedings on the young brandtes of 
the dstUB, and had procured the gum from them. After this the 
precious gum was obtained bj passing' leather whips over the 
shrubs, wounding but not deetaroying them ; it wae thrai allowed, 
to dry on the whips, aod aftemaids carefully scraped off. It 
exudes most about sunrise. The gum. is now used, mixed witii 
frankincense, mace, and mint, ae a strengthening' i>la8ter ; while 
the more liquid juice is employed to produce sle^, being, in &ot, 
tincture of opium." — ^''In tide East this flower is extremely 
&agrant, and has always been much admired. In what esteem 
it was held by the ancient Greeks, may be seen in the Odeg ef 
Anaereonj and the comparisons in ihcl'us, 24, 14, 18, L. 8. show 
that the Jews were likewise much delighted with it. * In no 
country of the world does the rose grow in such perfection aa in 
Persia ; in no country is it so cultivated and prised by the 
natives. Their gardens and courts are crowded with its plantB, 
their rooms ornamented with vases, filled with its gathered 
bunches, and every bath strewn with the full-blown flowen, 
plucked from the ever-repleniBhed stems. Even the humblest 
individual, who pays a pi^ce ci copper money for a few whiffs 
of a kriioun, feels a double enjoyment when he finds it stuck: 
with a bud from his dear native tree.' "* 

8, 4. (3) apple tree, Heb. tappuaeh,* perhaps the oitrom, 
the qmncCf or tiie artmge, Btill, nothing can exceed the beanfy 
of the apple tree, with its tinted blossoms and its rich fraitB. 
shadow, a term more suited to the citron tree. (4) banquet- 
ing house, lit. house ofwine^ or '^ bower of delight." bajuiory 
etc, *' love waves as a protecting and comforting banner over 
my head when I am near Him."^ 

The hieroglypMe of love (v. 3). — ^The apple tree was the 
emblem of love. This emblem teaches us — I. The great supe- 
rioritiy of Divine love. Consider — 1. The majesty of IXvine love ; 
2. The compass of Divine love ; 3. The expressions of Divine 
love. n. ^e abundant provisions of Divine love. 1. Shelter ; 
2. Refreshment ; 3. Enjoyment. HI. The Ueased freeness of 
Divine love, " I sat down," etc.« 

The apple. — ^In the East the apple is of no value ; and there- 
fore seems by no means entitied to the praise with which it is 
honoured by the Spirit of inspiration. The inhabitants of Pates- 
tine and Egypt import their apples from Damascus, the produce 
of their own orchards being ahnost unfit for use. The tree, then, 
to whidh the spouse compares her Lord in the Song of Solomon, 
whose shade was so refreshing, and whose fruit was so dehcions, 
so ocnoiforting, so restorative, could not be the apple tree, whose 
fruit can hardly be eaten ; nor could the apple Izee, whidi tibe 
prophet mentions with the vine, the ^, the palm, and the pome- 
granate, which famiBhed the hungry with a grateful lepaat, tfas 
failure of which was considered as a public calamity, be TSsJIy 
of that species. " The vine is dried up, the ISg tne Ian- 
guisheth, the pomegranate tree, the palm tree, also the ^ipie 
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tree, even all the trees of the field, axe withered ; because joy 
is withered away from the sobs of men." M. Forakall says the 
apple tree is esEtremely raxe, and is named tyfiah by the in- 
habitants of Palestine. In deference to his authraity, the editor 
of CaJmet, with every disposition to render the original term by 
the oitzon, is inclined to revert again to the apple. But if, as 
Forskall admits, the apple tree is extreme^ rare, it cannot, with 
propriety, be classed with the vine, and other froit-bearing trees, 
that are extremely common in Palestine and Syria. And if it 
g^row *^ with difficolly in hot countries," and required even the 
** assiduous attention" of such a monarch as Solomon, before it 
could be raised and propagated, an inspired writer certainly 
would not number it among the ^^ trees of the field," which, as 
the phrase clearly implies, can live and thrive without the fos- 
tering care of man. The dtron is a large and beautiful tree, 
always green, perfuming the air with its exquisite odour, and 
extending a deep and refreshing shade over the panting inha- 
bitants of the torrid regions. Well, then, might the spouse 
exclaim : '^ As the dtron tree among the trees of the wood ; so 
is my beloved among the sons. I sat down under his shadow 
with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste." A more 
beautiful object can hardly be conceived than a large and 
spreading citzon, loaded wi&i gold-coloured apples, and dothed 
with leaves of the richest green. Maundrell preferred the 
orange garden, or citron grove, at Beroot^ the palace of the Emir 
Facardine, on the coast of Syria, to everything else he met with 
there, although it was only a large quadrangular plot of ground, 
divided into sixteen smaller squares ; but the walks were so 
shaded with orange trees, of a larg^ spreading size, and so richly 
adorned with fruit, that he thought nothing could be more per- 
fect in its kind, or, had it been duly cultivated, could have been 
more delightful. When it is recollected that the difference 
between citron and orange trees is not very discernible, excepting 
by the fruit, both of which, however, have the same golden 
colour, this passage of Maundrell's may serve as a comment on 
the words of Solomon, quoted in the beginning of the section.^* 
— Shade, according to Mr. Wood, in his description of the ruins of 
Balbec, is an essential article in Oriental luxury. The greatest 
people seek these refreshments, as well as the meaner. So Dr. 
Pococke found the patriarch of the Maronites (who was one of 
their greatest f amiUes) and/a bishop sitting under a tree. Any 
tree that is thick and spreading doth for them ; but it must 
certainly be an addition to ilieir enjoying of themselves, when 
tiie tree is of a fragrant nature, as well as shady, which the citron 
tree is. Travellers there, we find in their accounts, have made use 
of plane trees, walnut trees, etc., and Egmont and Heyman were 
entertained with coffee at Mount Sinai, under the orange trees of 
the garden of that place. The people of those countries not only 
frequently sit under shady trees, and take collations under them, 
but sometimes the fruit of those trees under which they sit is 
shaken down upon them, as agreeableness. So Dr. Pococke teUs 
us, when he was at Sidon, he was entertained in a garden, in 
the shade of some apricot trees, and the fruit of them was shaken 
upon him. He speaks of it indeed as if it was done as a great 
proof of their abundance, but it seems rather to have been 
designed as an agreeable addition to the entertainment.' 



V. 4. «^. iSAower, L 
185; J.aMiUer, 
230. 

"TbAt yoa mqr 
be belored, M 
amiable."— Ovid, 
" Love will oftMi 
make a wise 
man act like a 
iooy —OreviUe. 
"No cord or cable 
can draw so f or- 
oibly, or bind to 
fast, as lore can 
do witb only a 
Bingle thread."— 
Burton, **'Lcff 
sees what no ejQ 
sees ; love heaxa 
what no ear 
hears; and what 
never rose in the 
heart of man, lovB 
prepares for its 
ohjeat."-Lavater. 
** The pleasare of 
loveiflinlovlng.** 
—La Eoeh^ou^ 
eauld. '* They do 
not love that do 
not show their 
lore."— Shak^ 
speare. "Love is 
an alohemist, 
that can trana- 
mnte poison into 
food."— -Bo Z ton. 
The olassio poets 
represent love ai 
blind. 

d Puxton. 
" The trae one 
of youth's love 
proving a faith- 
ful helpmate in 
those years when 
the dream of life 
is over, and we 
live in its reaU- 
ia.e6."—8outhey. 
"Thou sweetest 
thing, that e'er 
did fix its lightly- 
fibred sprays to 
the rude rock, 
ah! wouldstthou 
cling to me ? 
Bough and stonn 
worn I am, yet 
love me as thou 
truly dost, I will 
love thee again 
with true and 
honest heart, 
though all un- 
meet to be the 
mate of such 
sweet gentle- 
ness." — Joanaa 
BaiUie. 
eBarmer. 
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a *<The arigtoal 
term means 
gnpei oompreae- 
•d into oakes, 
whldh were an 
artioleolfood."- 



Hoe. ilL 1. 
•iBolSa. 



Bee 
13. 



ft "The agreeable 
and healthful 
qualities of the 
apples' of Syria 
are celebrated by 
trayeUers and 
physiologies." — 

<*The district of 
Askelon is espe- 
cially celebrated 
for its apples, wh. 
are the largest 
and best I hare 
erer seen in this 
country,"-— 

c**lt ]M thoaght 
a gross mdeness 
In the East to 
awaken one sleep- 
ing, esp. a person 
of rank."-— ^atM- 
set, 

9, 7. " Here 
again the custom 
lUnstrates the 
passage; it wonld 
be considered 
barbarous in the 
extreme to awake 
a person out of 
hii sleep. How 
often, in going to 
the house of a 
native, you are 
saluted with 
' mttera - ttUla - 
tarar* i.e. *He 
sleeps.* Ask 
them to arouse 
him: the reply is, 
' KoodctUwL* i.e. 
'I cannot.' In- 
deed, to request 
such a thing 
shows at once 
that you are grif- 
fin, or new-comer. 
*On]y think of 
that ignorant 
Englishman: he 
went to the house 
of our chief, and 
being told he was 
asleep, he said he 
must see him, and 
actually made 
Riohanalseasto 



5—7. (6) flagons,* oakes of zaisiiiB, oi dried grapes, com- 
fort, or refresh me. apples, prob. the fmit we so name.* 
sioK, feeling fiint and exhausted, so as to need reyiving food. 
Sickness of stomach is often one result of excited feeling. (6) 
left, etc., the attitude of one who would supx>ort another when 
fainting and sick. (7) ohaxge you, call upon jou, adjure yon. 
roes, or gazelles ; these, with the hinds, are shy and gentle 
creatures, and she intimates that genuine loye can as little bear 
to be disturbed as they.« 

Note on v, 6. — ^Dr. Boothroyd: — *^Supx)ort me with cordial; 
support me with citrons : for still I languish with loye.'* Dr. 
A. Clarke : — " The yersions in general understand some kind of 
ointments or perfumes by the first term," i.e, flagons. ^* Com- 
fort me with apples : " they had not apples, as we in England ; 
it is therefore probable that the citron or the orange (both of 
which are belieyed to be good for the complaint alluded to) is 
the fruit meant '^ I am sick of loye." Is it not amusing to see 
IMurents and physicians treating this affection as a disease of a 
yery serious nature? It is called the Cdma-Cdchdl^ i.e. Cupid^s 
f eyer, which is said to be produced by a wound inflicted by one 
of his fiye arrows. When a young man or woman becomes 
languid, looks thin, refuses food, seeks retirement, and neglects 
duties, the father and mother hold graye consultations; they 
apply to the medical man, and he furnishes them with 
medicines, which are forthwith to be administered, to relieye the 
poor patient. I beHeye the " yersions in general " are right in 
supposing "ointments or perfumes" are meant, inst^id of 
flagons, because they are still considered to be most efficacious in 
remoying the complaint. Thus, when the feyer is most 
distressing, the sufferer is washed with rosewater, rubbed with 
perfumed oils, and the dust of sandal wood. The margin has, 
instead of comfort, ''straw me with apples ;" which probably 
means the citrons were to be put near to him, as it is beUeyed 
they imbibe the heat, and consequently lessen the feyer. It is 
also thought to be highly beneficial for the young sufferer to 
sleep on the tender leayes of the plantain tree (banana)^ or the 
lotos flowers ; and if, in addition, strings of pearls are tied to 
different parts of the body, there is reason to hope the patient 
will do welL^ 

The antelope, — The antelope, like the hind, with which it is so 
frequently associated in Scripture, is a timid creature, extremely 
jealous and watchful, sleeps little, is easily disturbed, takes 
alarm on the slightest occasion ; and the moment its fears are 
awakened, it flies, or seems rather to disappear, from the sight 
of the intruder. Soft and cautious is the step which interrupts 
not the light slumbers of this gentle and suspicious creature. It 
is probable, from some hints in the sacred yolume, that the 
shepherd in the Eastern desert sometimes wished to beguile the 
tedious moments by contemplating the beautiful form of the 
sleeping antelope. But this was a g^ratification he could not 
hope to enjoy, unless he approached it with the utmost care, and 
maintained a profound silence. When, therefore, an Oriental 
charged his companion, by the antelope, not to disturb the repose 
of another, he intimated, by a most expressiye and beautiful 
allusion, the necessity of using the greatest circumspeotioiL 
This statement imparts a great degree of deamess and energy 
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to the Bolemn adjuration which the epouse twice addresses to the 
daughters of Jerusalem, when die diarged i^em not to disturb 
the repose of her beloved one : " I charge jou, O ye daughters of 
Jerusalem, by the roes (the antelopes), and by the hinds of the 
field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till] he please." 
In this language, which is pastoral, and equally beautiful and 
significant, the spouse delicately intimates her anxiety to detain 
her Lord, that she may enjoy the happiness of contemplating His 
gloiy ; her deep sense of &e evil nature and bitter consequences 
of sin ; her apprehension lest her companions, the members of 
her family, should by some rash and unholy deed provoke Him 
to depart : and how reasonable it was that they who coveted 
the society of that beautf ul creature, and were accustomed to 
watch over its slumbers in guarded silence, should be equally 
cautious not to disturb the communion which she then enjoyed 
with her Saviour.' 

8, 9. (8) voice, or sound of his footstep." (9) wall, " the 
clay-built wall of the house or vineyard of the bride's family." 
A different word from that meaning the strong wall of a city or 
fortress, windows . . lattice,* the beloved was looking in 
from the outside, shewing liimself, i.e, peering or peeping. 

The voice of the heloved {v. 8). — ^I. The beloved. Christ is — ^1. 
The beloved of the Father ; 2. Of the angels ; 3. Of His people. 
II. The revelation of the beloved — ^the voice. He reveals Him- 
self — 1. By His Word ; 2. By His Spirit dwelling in the heart. 
Kote — ^This voice is pleasant, instructive, influential. III. The 
coming of Christ. 1. This was tlie languagfe of primitive and 
expectant saints ; 2. He came by His incarnation ; 3. He comes 
to the i)enitent sinner ; 4. To the afflicted saint ; 5. He comes at 
death to receive the soul to glory ; 6. He will come in judgment 
to complete the salvation of His people.' 

Windows in the East, — ^In Eastern countries the windows are 
made of lattice-work, so closely set together, that a person out- 
side cannot see what is taking place within ; while any one 
within can see all that goes on outside. In the cen^e of tJiis 
lattice work, however, there is a small door, opening on hinges, 
about the size of a face, through which a person can hold com- 
munication with any one outside. When one does not wish to be 
seen at the opening, or to communicate with the outside, he has 
only to step a little aside, where he is unobserved, though he can 
observe. " The mother of Sisera looked out at the window, and 
cried through the lattice," Judg. v. 28. Windows, in Eastern 
countries, from their peculiar construction, have thus suggested 
the images, so expressive and beautiful, used in many passages 
of Scripture. 

10 — ^13. (10) rise up, etc,^ invitation to a time of fellowship. 
<11) winter, wh, keeps people within the house, rain, ''for 
the six summer moni^ rain rarely falls in Palestine." (12) 
sing^g, not merely of birds, though spring is the special time 
for their songs, turtle, a kind of dove,« wh. was a bird of 
passage in FaJestine ; so its return indicated spring, as does the 
xetorn of the cuckoo and the swaUow with us. (13) fig, etc^ 
lit. *' the fig tree spices its fruit." * vines, when just in blossom. 

A song of three eras (vv. 12, 13). — ^We may regard these words — 
I. As a prophetic song of the first advent, when the winter of 



awake him; and 
then laughed at 
what he had 
done."'— i2o6«*tt. 
d Roberts, 

" The desire of 
power to exoess 
caused angels to 
fall; the desire 
of Imowledge to 
excess caused 
man to fall ; but 
in charity is no 
excess, neither 
can man nor 
angels come into 
danger by it." — 
Bacon. 

e JPaxton, 



a "We hare 
started up and 
sent leaping over 
the plain another 
of SoL's favour- 
ites. What ele- 
gant creatures 
those gazelles are, 
and how grace- 
fully they bound I 
These lovely 
harts are very 
timid, and de- 
scend at night to 
the plains to feed 
among the lilies 
until the day- 
break, and the 
shadows flee 
awaj. '*-Thoma<m. 

b " Windows of 
female members 
of the household 
are screened with 
lattice-work 
made of narrow 
slats of wood, ar- 
ranged diagon- 
ally at right 
angles with eaoh 
other, and so 
close together 
that persons 
within can see 
without being 
seen." — Van Lenr 
nep. 
e Pulpit Themes. 

a " The more 
common species 
of turtle-idoves 
come up from 
the south in the 
early spring, and 
gradually fill the 
whole land, not 
only of Palestine 
and Syria, but 
the whole Penin- 
sula of Asia Mi« 
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ftVlgBintlieHoly 
Land ripen about 
the end of June. 

■'TUsdeecription 
of qnring has not 
perti^)8 Its equal 
in any of our 
poets (Greek or 
JjiAhky-Jiereier. 

w. 10—18. T. 
Fitree, 110; T, 
J(mfli,388. 

w.l3,18./'.OBfa^ 
ley, ii46. 

V. 13. R, EnHne, 
lz.206. 

cBtenuandlHBigs. 

dPaxUm, 

*A lorer'B hope 
Tesembles the 
bean in the nur- 
sery tale ; let it 
onoe take root, 
and it wiU grow 
BO rapidly, that, 
in the course of 
a few hours, the 
giant Imi^na- 
nation builds a 
oastle on the top, 
and l^-and-by 
oomes Disap- 
pointment with 
the curtal aze, 
and hews down 
both the plant 
and the sapeir- 
Btruotupe."— /Wr 
Walter Seott. 

el. Watton. 



a Ttane pigeons 
aire fond of build- 
ing their nests in 
the secret places 
underneath the 
stairs leading to 
the roofs of 
houses. 

b "This V. is the 
fragment of a 
vintager's song, 
which Shulamith 
sings in answer 
to the request of 
herloTBT."— ifer- 
der, etc 

V. 14. G. Camp- 
bai, 186. 

V. 15. Al!p.J3andifif 
86. 

tW.Stevena, 



endiiBtTeiieiB and moiral darkneas was past. IL Aa sn eaqieri- 
mental Bong of Ohrist*B adyent to the soul. ITT. As a prophetic 
song of the final glory. 1. Be patient, the winter will aoon be 
past ; 2. Be diligent ; 3. Be iqppveoiatiTe ; 4. Be earnest, thuikcf 
the winter of the nngodly.' 

ITote on v. 10. — ^The Orientals distLngoish their wisiter into two 
parts, or rather the depth of winter, from the oommenoemenb 
and termination of the season, by the sererily of the cold. TUb, 
which lasts abont forty days, they call Hnrbania. To this 
rigoroiis part of the season the wise man seems to refer in tiiat 
bMUittfol passage of the Song : ^' Rise np, my loTe, my &ur one, 
azid oome away. For, lo, the winter is }»8t, the rain is over and 
gone ; the flowers appear on the earth ; the time of the singiBg 
of birds is come ; and the voice of the turtle is heard in onr limd." 
If we explain this text by the natoral phenomena, these wosde, 
*'the rain is over and gone," cannot be considered as an ex- 
position of the preceding clause, '^ for, lo, the winter is past ; " 
and as denoting that the moist part of the year was entirely 
gone, along wil^ which, Dr. Bnssel assures ns, all rural delights 
abandon the plains of Syria ; but the meaning is, that the 
Murbania, the depth of winter, is past and aver, and the 
weather become agreeably warm ; the rain has just ceased, and 
consequently has left the sure and agreeable prospect of un- 
disturbed and pleasant serenity for several days. It had been 
no inducement to the spouse to quit her apartments witii the 
view of enjoying l^e pleasures of the country, to be told Ihab 
the rainy season had completely terminated, and the intense 
heats of summer, under which almost any plant and flower 
sickens and fades away, had commenced.'' 

SingiTiff of birds, — ** But the nightingale, another of my aiiy 
creatures, breathes such loud music out of her Htlile instrumental 
throat, that it might make mankind to think miracles are not 
ceased. He that at midnight, when the very labourer sleeps 
securely, should hear, as I have very often, iSie dear airs, l£e 
sweet descants, l^e natural rising and falling, i3ie doubling and 
redoubling of her voice, might well be lifted above earth, and 
say, *Lord, what music hast Thou provided for Hie saints in 
heaven, when Thou affordest bad men such music on earth ?'"' 

14, 15. (14) clefts, etCy" with reference to the dove, wh. hides 
in holes of the rocks. '' The hiding-places of the rocky predpioes." 
This continues Hie lover's entreaty to come out from the secret 
chambers of the harem. (15) foxes, better, jackals, shy animals, 
wh. come forth only at night, and then do great mlsfibief in the 
vineyards, as they are excessively fond of gnqpes. tender 
grapes, as v. 13.^ See {irev. reference to the bride being bo^ 
in the vineyards, ch. i. 6. She hints that these vineyard datia 
prevent her hastening to join him. 

The dove cmd the rook (v. 14). — ^I. The title given l^ Gfarisfc to 
the converted souL Dove — ^1. Beautiful ; 2. Meanly ; 3. Harm- 
less ; 4. Loving ; 6. TVuitful ; 6. Sociable ; 7. Defenoeleas ; & 
Swift in flight; 9. Homely; 10. Quick-sighted; 11. Used in 
sacrifice ; 12. Lures wild doves to the dove-cote. IL Flaoe of 
residence. 1. Clefts of rock, Christ the spiritual Book ; 2. Seoci 
place of the stairs, ordinances, prayer, etc. III. The xeqns^ 
I. Let me see Thy countenance ; 2. Let me hear Thy voice. I^- 
The motives. Apply — 1. To those who are not in the defte of 
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lock ; 2. To those who are ; 8. !l?o tSl^—The little foaes (v. 1]5).— 
I. Some of the little foxes thikfc spoil the vine. The little loxes 
of — 1. Fnsanctified tempers ; 2. Ot tiie tongae ; 3. Of the habits 
of the life ; 4. Of irregularity and neglect ; 5. Of pemicioos 
thonghts and jndgings ; 6. Of setfiahnesB. IL How thejr spoil 
the vine. 1. lliey depriyeof spiritiial strength ; 2. They prevent 
growth and froitfulness ; 3. They endanger spiritiial Hfe. III. 
What we are to do with them. 1. Vxgilanoe is necessary ; 2. They 
mnst be entrapi)ed ; 3. They must be destroyed. Learn : — Let the 
subjeotleadto— (1) Self-examination; (2) Fidelity; (3) Resolution.' 
JVote on V, 14. — The Tamul translation has, instead of " counte- 
nance/* "form :" "Thy form is comely." Dr. Boothroyd says, 
*' stairs" is certainly improper; but may there not be here an 
allusion to the ancient custom of buildmg towers in the East, 
for the purpose of accommodating doves ? I have seen one which 
had stairs inside (probably to enable a person to ascend and watoh 
for the approach of strangers) : on the outside were numerous 
holes, in regxdar order, where the doves concealed themselves, 
and brought up their young. It is common to call a female by 
the name of dove, but it refers more to secre<7 l^an beauty. The 
mother of Rama said it was necessary for him to go to the 
desert, but she dul not mention the reason to her husband ; upon 
which he said, by way of persuading her to tell him, " Oh ! my 
dove, am I a stranger 7 " « The phrase which we render the secret 
places of the stairs may, with more propriety, be translated the 
secret crevices of the precipitous rooks ; for the original term 
signifies a place so high and steep that it eamiot be approached 
bnt by ladders. So closely pursued were the people of Israel, and 
BO unable to resist the assault of their enemies, that, like the 
timid dove, they fled to the fastnesses of the mountains, and the 
holes of the rodss./ 

16, 17. (16) feedeth, etc., recalling the comparison of the 
roe. (17) shadows, of night : the time in wh. timid roes feed. 
Bether," better translate, division, separation, time of parting 
between beloved and bride. The local reference would be to 
mountains of Bithron, separated from the rest of Israel by Jordan, 
and not far from BethalMun. 
TTie uunmtain of myrrh.— 

Up to the fair myrrix-mountain, 

The fresh frankincense hill, 
I'll get me in this midnight, 
And drink of love my fill. 
O hills of fragrance, smiling 
With every flower of love ; 
slopes of sweetness, breathing 

Your odours from above, — 
Ye send me silent welcome, 

I waft you mine again ; 
Give me tiie wings of morning, 
Burst this still-binding cham. 
For soon shall break the day, 
And shadows flee away. 

Amid time's angry uproar, 

Unmoved, unruffled, still 
Keep, keep me calmly, truly 

Doing the loved one's will. 



d Dr. J. Mums. 

"Fazes axe ob- 
mred by many 
Bothan to be 
fond at grapes, 
and to make 
great haTOo in 
vineyardB. Ari- 
stophanes (in bis 
Equites) com- 
pares soldiers to 
foxes, who spoil 
whole oonntries, 
as the others do 
vineyards. Galen 
(in his Book of 
AlimmU) tells as 
that hunters did 
not scrapie to eat 
the flesh of fozea 
in autumn, when 
they were grown 
fat with feeding^ 
on grapes. " — 
Bvtrier. 

"AlasI the love 
of woman! It is 
known to be a 
loyely and a fear- 
ful tbing."— 

OjfTOItL, 

e BdterU. 
f Puaeton, 



a Mr. Wmianu 
believes that he 
has fonnd the 
ancient Bether in 
Wady Beitlr, 
which comes 
down from the 
south, and unites 
with Wady el 
Werd. 

Suubiut says Be- 
ther was an im- 
pregnable for- 
tress not far 
from Jerusalem. 

V. 16. W. PembUt 
683; Bouuet, ix. 
180; Bourdalouef. 
ii.3i7;D.Waeox, 
iL 177; Dr. E. 
Payon, i. 653 ; 
M. E. Mcmning, 
iii 411 ; H. 
Vauffhan, S16. 

V. 17. T. Boston, 
V. 626. 

"He loved Amye, 
till he saw Flo- 
riat, and when 
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lie law Ojnithia, 
forgot them both; 
Imt ftdr FhUlis 
was incompara- 
bly beyond them 
all: Clorrls wax- 
paaed her, and 
yet when he 
eq)ied Amaryllis, 
she was his sole 
mistress. dl- 
Tine Amaryllis 1 
how lovely, how 
tall, how oomely 
flhe was, tiU he 
flaw another, and 
then she was the 
flole subjeOt of 
his thoughts. In 
fine, her he lores 
best he saw last." 
—R. Burton. 
"Lore I what a 
▼olomein a wordi 
an ocean in a 
tear! Aserenth 
heaven in a 
glance! a whirl- 
wind in a sigh I 
The lightning in 
a touch— a mil- 
lennium in a mo- 
ment 1 What con- 
centrated joy, or 
woe, in bleas'd or 
bUghted level" 
— Tupper. 
"Love one hmnan 
being purely and 
warmly, and you 
will love alL The 
heart in this 
heaven, Uke the 
wandering sun, 
sees nothing, 
from the dew- 
drop to the ocean, 
but a mirror 
which it warms 
and fills."— /{icA- 
Ur. 

** Love is not love 
which alters 
when it altera- 
tion finds, or 
bends with the 
remover to re- 
move; Onol it 
is an ever fixed 
mark, that looks 
on tempests, and 
is never shsken ; 
it is the star to 
every wandering 
bark whose 
worth's un- 
known, although 
his height be 
taken." — Shake- 
speare. 



*Mid din of stormy voioes, 

The clamonr and the war, 
Keep me with eye foil-gazing 

On the eternal star ; 
Still working, Buffering, loving. 

Still tnie and self -denied ; 
In the old faith abiding, 

To the old names allied. 
For soon shall break the day, 
And shadows flee away. 

Prom earthly power and weakness 

Keep me alike apart ; 
From self-will and unmeekness, 

From pride of lip or heart. 
Without let tempests gather, 

Let all be calm within, 
TJn&etted and unshaken 

By human strife and sin. 
And when these limbs are weary, 

Ati<1 throbs this sleepless brain, 
With breath from yon myrrh-mountaiii 

Bevive my soul again. 
For soon shall break the day, 
And shadows flee away. 

There my Beloved dwelleth. 

He caUs me up to Him ; 
He bids me quit these valleys. 

These moorlands brown and dim. 
There my long-parted wait me, 

The missed and mourned below ; 
ISfow, eager to rejoin them, 

I fain would rise and go. 
Not long we here shall linger, 

Not long we here shall sigh ; 
The hour of dew and dawning 

Is hastening from on high. 
For soon shall break the day, 
And shadows flee away. 

streaks of happy dayspring, 

Salute us from above ; 
O never-setting sunlight. 

Earth longed for tiiy love. 
O hymns of unknown gladness, 

That hsdl us from these skies. 
Swell till you gently silence 

Earth's meaner melodies. 
O hope, all hope surpassing, 

For evermore to be ; 
O Christ, the Church's Bridegroom. 

In Paradise with Thee I 

For soon shall break the day« 
And shadows flee away. 
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CHAPTER THE THIRD. 

1 — 6. (1) by night, in the night-hours. Some take this ajs 
the narration of her dreams. (2) rise now, or, Come, let me 
rise, city, Jemsalem, or perhaps Shunem. (3) watohmen, 
mght-gnaids, or sentinels. (4) mother's house, i.e. the part 
of the dwelling appropriated to the females. (5) charge, etc., 
as ch. ii. 7. 

JPerseveranoe crowned mth tucoess Qov. 1 — 4). — In our remarks 
on the bride's experience we shall notice — I. Her persevering 
exertions. 1. This to correct onr lukewarmness ; 2. To stimulate 
onr desires after Him ; 3. To endear His presence to ns. II. 
The suooessfnl issue of them. This is — 1. Expressly promised by 
Grod Himself ; 2. Confirmed by natural experience. III. The use 
she made of her success. And thus we should — 1. Exert our- 
selves to retain the Saviour with us ; 2. Seek to enjoy tJie most 
intimate communion with Him. Learn — 1. To fix our hearts 
supremely on the Lord ; 2. Not to yield to sloth in our pursuit of 
Him; 3. Nor to despondency.** 

The gtrength of love. — ^Mercers* Hall stands upon a most interest- 
ing site. Here was the house of Gilbert Becket, a yeoman, who, 
whilst following his lord to the Holy Land during the crusades, 
was taken prisoner by a Saracen emir, and confined m a dungeon. 
The emir had a daughter, who saw and pitied the captive. Piiy in 
this instance proved akin to love, and under the influence of these 
feelings she contrived to set him free. Gilbert returned to 
England, leaving his benefactress behiud, pining in sorrow for 
his loss, which at last grew so insupportable that she determined 
to seek him through the world. She went to the nearest port, 
and embarked on the sea, the words ^' London " and '' Gilbert " 
being all the directions she had to guide her. The first sufficed 
to guide her to the English capital ; but when there, she could 
only wander from street to street, rex)eating with touching pathos 
the other,— "Gilbert 1 Gilbert 1" How the fond and single- 
hearted girl succeeded in finding Gilbert the story sayeth not ; 
but she did find him, and was rewarded for all her troubles, 
obtained the fruition of all her hox)es. The yeoman welcomed 
her with tears of joy, had her immediately baptised, and was then 
united to her in marriage. The son of the fair pagan and the 
yeoman was the f ar-fam^ Thomas k Becket.^ 

6 — 8. (6) who is this ? ref . to the bride's entry into the city 
of David. This is an expression of admiration, wilderness, or 
the pasture-lands ; the country, pillars of smoke, arising from 
the frankincense and other perfumes burned in connection with 
a bridal procession, powders, or spices. (7) bed, or royal 
palanquin, sent to fetch the bride in. valiant men^ to form a 
body-guard, or guard of honour. (8) upon his thigh, ready 
for instant use. fQar, of robbers attacking the prooession.<s 

Christ exalted to glory (v. 6). — I. Consider the importance of 
the ascension of Chnst to confirm our faith. II. That the ascen- 
sion of Christ was a suitable reward for His services. And — ^III. 
The special promised benefits by it conferred upon us.* 

J^erfumes. — The use of perfumes at Eastern marriages is com- 
mon ; and upon great occasions very profuse. Not only are the 



V. 1. B. Hinion, 
144. 

V. 3. S. Deylingt 
iii.16. 

V. 4. /. WUlison, 
412. 

« Mightier far 
than strength of 
nerve and sinew, 
or the sway of 
magic potent 
over son and 
star, is love»^ 
though oft to 
agony distrest, 
and though its 
favourite seat be 
feeble woman's 
breast."— iSfto**- 
speare. 

a C. SimeoHt M.A, 

" A man may be 
a miser of his 
wealth; he may 
tie up his talent 
in a napkin; he 
may hug -himself 
in his reputation ; 
but he is always 
generous in his 
love. Love can- 
not stay at home ; 
a man cannot 
keep it to him- 
self. Like light, 
it is constantly 
travelling. A 
man must spend 
it, must give it 
away."-i>r. Jfijc- 
leod. 

h Old England. 



a « The king's 
affection is ex- 
pressed not only 
by the state in 
which the bride 
is conducted to 
the palace, but 
also by his solici- 
tude for her ease 
and safety on the 
journey." — Spk. 
Com. 
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"Lore and hate 
live and grow 
together in the 
bout. When they 
wax, tiiey wax 
together; when 
they wane, they 
-wane together; I 
mean real loye of 
good and real 
liate of eviL If 
yon IncreaBe in 
lore of good, yoa 
will also, and by 
the same act, in- 
«rea8e in the 
loathing of evil; 
If yon have learnt 
to loathe sin 
wsmf yon hare 
alflo at the eame 
moment learnt 
to rejoice more 
heartOy in hoU- 
-Amot 
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«iter(on. 



4ii0.Z0cMer, 

9. VL DrJJknmA, 
T. 1 ; /. I%amAi 
tLMS. 

**nerdionldbe- 
waie who charges 
lay in love, on 
ficdid ground they 
make them, for 
there are hearts 
80 proudly fond, 
that wring them 
Hard they'll 
bceak, or ever 
they will stoop 
to right them- 
selves." — /. A 
KnovAa. 

" An old, a grave 
discreet man, is 
fittest to dis- 
course of love 
matters;, because 
he hath likely 
more experience, 
observed more, 
hath a more staid 
judgment, can 
better discern, 
resolve, discuss, 
advise, give bet- 
ter cautions and 
more solid pre- 
cepts, better in- 
form his auditors 
In such a sub- 



gannents soented till, in the Psalmist's language, they smell of 
myrrh, aloes, and cassia ; it is also customary for virgins to meet, 
and lead the prooessios, with silver gilt pots of perfumes ; and 
sometimes aromatics are burned in the windows of all the houses 
in the streets through which the pcooeBsion is to pass, till the air 
becomes loaded wi& fragrant odour& In aUusicm to this pno- 
tioe it is demanded, *' Who is this that oometh oat of the wildop- 
neae like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myzrh. and frank- 
incense ? " So liberally were these ridi i)erfam6s burned on this 
occasion, that a pillar of smoke ascended from the censers, so 
high, that it oouM be seen at a considerahle distanfie ; and the 
p^fume was bo ridi, as to equal in value and fragiance all the 
powders of the merdiant. 1^ custom of burning i)erfnmes on 
these occasions still condnues in the East ; for Lady D&ry Wod^ 
Hiontaga, describing the recepUon of a young TurkiBh bride at 
the bagnio, says, *^ Two virgins met her at the door ; tw» others 
filled olver gilt pofai with perfuniea, and began the pzoceasion, 
l^e rest following in pairs, to the nnmber of thirty. In this 
ord^theynaurchedzoiuid the three rooms of the bagnio." And 
IfedUet informs us thai; whmi the ambassadors of an Eastern 
monarch, sent to propose marriage to an Egyptian queen, made 
their entrance into the capital of that kingdom, the streets 
through whioii they passed were strewed wilii flowers, and loeeious 
odooza^ burning in tiie wiiidowB £com very earfy in tiie moming, 
embalmed the air.* 

9^—11. (9) dLaiiot, the palanquin of v. 7 fnrtiier described, 
wood of liebauoB, very costly, and sweet -nnelling; (10) 
pillars, to support the canopy. ooverlngTt or canopy, or 
perhaps seat of cushions. paTed, ebe., referraioe is probi£j^ to 
mosaic work or tapestry, gfiven, as a sign of good?win, to the 
bride liy the court ladies. (11) go forth, to meet the prooession : 
as in the parable of the Ten Virgins, mother, i,e, Bothsheba. 
The crown referred to is tiie festive coronet of gold and silver 
wh. bridegrooms wore at IsraeBtifib weddings.** 

The eouch or paltvnqnm. — The original word, aperi4}n, does not 
oocur anywhere else, and is not, therefore, the usual wxnd for a 
chariot. The description appears to suggest the idea of a portable 
coudi, litter, or palanquin. Sudi conveyances were in use 
among i^e ancient Egyptians, with whose refinement Solomcm 
appears to have been well acquainted. Mr. Wilkinscm. saw, at 
Beni-Hassan, a representation, which is copied in his late work, 
of a person of distiuctien carried in an open palanquin by four 
bearers, closely followed by an attendant with a sort of parasoL 
Such vehicles are still empl(^ed liy persona of considerstion ia 
different Eastern countries, and are very various in their character 
and mode of use ; but in general terms they may be described 
as couches, covered with a canopy supported by pillars at the 
four comers, and hung round wi^ curtains to protect tiie person 
from the sun ; and carried on men's shoulders by means of two 
poles, on which iihey are supported. They are usually long enough 
lortherid^to recline atfi^ length in thran, and about three feet 
broad ; but the size, height, and richness depend, of course, on 
the rank or wealth of the owner. The number of bearers is 
proportioned to the weight, and in travelling there are two 
or more sets, which relieve each other by turns. When, however. 
litters of this description are employed in Western Asia, they are 
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seldoni carried liy men, bat by two miTnalH (asoaUj caoMls or 
nmlaiX one of wbidk goes bc^ie and tiie other beMnd between 
the polea. Tliere is anotiier kind of canopied litter, moimied on 
tlie b«ek of a dngle animal (an elephant, in Ihdift), on whixdi 
great pereons ride in state, luod which, ^m its elevation and 
zichnesS) is oonflpiciioas from afar ; but in the present instmoe 
something of the other sort is probably intended. Y^icles of 
this description, particularly royal ones, are somethnes of astonish- 
ing magnificence, the woodwork being covered with silver, and 
enriched with precious stones, while iSie canopy is of the most 
oostly stufib, brocades, and satins, also adorned wit& jewels, and 
the interior fitting-up of corresponding splendour.* — Such a 
ceremony as this was customary among iJie Jews at their mar- 
riages. Maillet informs us the crowns were made of different 
materials. Describing the custom, as practised by the members 
of the Greek Church who now live in Egypt, he says, '^ that tiie 
pasties to be married ore placed opposite to a reading-deBk, upon 
which the book of the Gospels is placed, and upon &e book two 
crowns, which ore mode of such material as people dhoose, of 
flowers, of doth, or of tinsel. There he (the priest) continues 
his benedictions and prayers, into which he introduces all the 
patriarchs of the Old Testament. He after that places these 
crowns, the one on the head of the bridegroom, the other on that 
of the bride, and covers them both with a veiL" After some 
other ceremonies, the priest concludes the whole by taking off 
their crowns, and disnussing them with prayers.* 



CHATTER THE FOURTH. 

1—3. (1) doves' eyes, ch. i 16. within thj looks^ or 
behind thy veiL hair . . goats, i.e. *^ her locks were jet, glocqr 
black, like the Syrian goats."' appear, marg, eat of. (2) 
teeth . . sheep, "one of the pleasantest sights to be witnessed 
under the dear and brilliant sky of Western Asia is a flodt of 
snow-white sheep, scattered over the surface of a fine green 
meadow." * hear twins, better, " are equal pairs and none is 
lost," referring to the regolariiy and completeness of the teeth. 
(3) scarlet, contrasting beautifully with the white of the 
teeth, speech, better, mouth, the o^gan of speech, temples, 
likened to a diced pomegranate blushmg with its fruitful seeds. 
** The fruit is of a flesh colour, with tints of a deeper rose." 

The Syria/n, goat, — ^The goats of Palestine are of two kinds, — 
the one differing little from those of our own country ; the other 
somewhat larger than ours, and remarkable for the length of its 
ears. The missionary Schulz, writing from Lebanon, describes 
these animalfl : — " We pitched our tent near a brook, and wit- 
nessed the manner in which the goats are led down from the 
mountains, in order to drink at the brook. There were two 
hOTds, of a light reddish colour, with long hair and hanging ears. 
These goats are called in Arabic liemmel ; they are shorn like sheep, 
and their hair is sold under the name of earners hair. The yam 
whidi is purdiased in Europe for camel's hair is mixed and adul- 
terated with wool. Goats such as I have described are most 
numerous in Gilrad and Angora in Lesser Asia. The hair of 
these aniTnalH was probably that employed in making curtains 



■on of Ms rip«r 
jean, tooner di- 
vert."-— ^oiton. 

" Loye'8 foeling 
is more soift and 
sensible thaji are 
the tender hOms 
of cockled snails ; 
lore's tongne 
proves dainty 
Baedins gross in 
taBte."-tSBhaic- 

**'TIs love oom- 
bined with gain 
alone, that melts 
thesoften'd soul 
to cowardice and 
sloth; bat vir- 
tuous passions 
prompt the great 
resolve, and fiui 
the slumbering 
spark of heavenly 
fixe."— kAAnamk 

bDr.KUtt. 



b VanLtmup, 



" A. beantiful eye 
makes silence 
eloquent ; a kind 
eye makes con- 
tradiction an as- 
sent ; an enraged 
eye makes beauty 
deformed. This 
little member 
gives life toevery 
other part about 
us; and I believe 
the story of Ar- 
gus implies no 
more than that 
the eye is in 
every part ; that 
is to say, every 
other part would 
be mutilated, 
were not its force 
represented more 
by the eye than 
even by itself.** — 
Addison, 
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**I dan not look 
upou ber cjcs» 
irlien wronged 
lov« sits like the 
baailisk.**— ^a- 
UlamteiFkUL 



a "Some quiet 
not) it may be in 
the garden of the 
pataoe, which is 
the loene of the 
present meet- 
higJ'—IMUaeh. 

V.8. W.Romabu, 
iiLSS. 

».7. l>r,T. Crisp, 
it 410; Bouuet, 
iLllS. 

" Loire iB like the 
spirit in Eiekiel'B 
wheels, that 
made them move 
so swiftly; so 
that diUnesB, 
dnggiBhnesB, and 
weariflomeness is 
qnicUy dispelled 
by heavenly love, 
8B the ice is pre- 
sently dissolved 
by the snn- 
'beamaJ'^Anthonp 
Burffess. 

hDr.l^onuon. 



a "These refer- 
ences describe 
the wild inhos- 
pitable character 
of the district 
Crom which the 
bride comes." — 
0. ZOdtler. 

h OesetUus. 



e. 8. T. Boston, 
iilllS. 



"Solid love, 
whose root is vir- 
tue, can no more 
die than virtue 
itsell'-JShumtM. 



for the tabemaAde (Ez. xzr. 4). Ab they deeoended from the 
mountains, I was reminded of the expression in the Song of 
Solomon (iv. 1), ' Thj hair is as a flock of goats, that appear £om 
Monnt Gilead.* Goats' milk was formerly, as it is now, a fayonrite 
article of food in the East : hence in Pr. zxyii 27 it is promised 
as one of the rewaids of industry, ' Thon shalt have goats' miUc 
enough for thy food, for the food of thy honsehold, and for the 
maintenance for thy maidena* " 



(4) tower, etc., see Ke. iiL 25—27 ; ML iv. 8. hang, 
etc., with aUnsion to the bride's necklaces and ornaments. (5) 
yoang roes, beantifnl and delicate, and exactly matching. (6) 
break, etc., breathe ; this seems to express the desire of the 
bride to get away from the public excitement to the retirementB 
of Uie piJaoe, wh. are poeti(»lly called the " mountain of myrrh," 
etc.* (7) all fair, snmming np the praises. 

The StUeh lily. — ^This flower is veiy large, and the three inner 
petals meet above, and form a gorgeous canopy, such as art never 
approached, and king never sat nnder, even in his utmost glory. 
And when I met this incomparable flower in all its lovelineGs, 
among Uie oak-woods around the northern base of Tabor and on 
l^e lulls of Nazareth, where our Lord spent His youth, I felt 
assured that it was to this He referred. We call it HiSdeh lily 
because it was here that it vras first discovered. Its botanicsd 
name, if it has one, I am unacquainted with, and am not anxious 
to have any other than that which connects it with its neigh- 
bourhood. I supx)06e, also, that it is this identical flower to which 
Solomon refers in the Song of Songs, " I am l^e rose of Sharon, 
and the lily of the valleys. As the lily among thorns, so is my 
love among the daught^." The bride, comparing her beloved 
to a roe or a young hart, sees him feeding among the lilies. Our 
flower delights most in i^e vaUeys, but ia also found on the moun- 
tains. It grows among thorns, and I have sadly lacerated my 
hands in extricating it from them. Nothing can be in higher 
contrast than the luxuriant, velvety softness of this lily, and the 
crabbed, tangled hedge of Idioms about it. GkuseUes still delight 
to feed among them, and you can scarcely ride through the woods 
north of Talx)r, where these lilies abound, vrithont frightening 
them from their xtasture.^ 

8, 9. (8) Lebanon, the district fr. whence the bride was 
brought. Amana, or Abane, the part of the Antilibanns that 
looks over Damascus. Shenir, another peak of the same range. 
Hermon, the culminating point of the Antilibanus. lions' 
dens, or panthers', wh have been seen in Southern Lebanon in 
recent years.'* There is, however, no difficulty in assuming that 
lions were found in those wooded regions. (9) ravished, taken 
away, one . . eyes, or " one look of thine." * 

One of thine eyes. — ^There is a singularity in this imageiy, 
which has much perplexed the critics ; and perhaiM it is not 
possible to ascertain the meaning of the poet beyond a doubt 
Supposing the royal bridegroom to have had a profile, or side 
view of his bride, in the present instance, only one eye, or one 
side of her necklace, would be observable ; yet this charms and 
overpowers him. Tertullian mentions a custom in the East, of 
women unveiling only one eye in conversation, while they keep 
the other covered : and Niebuhr mentions a like custom in eome 



Cap. Iv. 10—15.] 



80NG OF SOLOMON. 



869 



parts of Arabia. .This brings us to nearly the same interpretation 
as the above.* 

10, 11. (10) love, or loves, endearments, caresses. (11) drop, 
honej, as tiie honeycomb does, under thy tongue, so as to 
sweeten thy words, smell, etc., comp. Ge. xxvii. 27.« 

The heavenly Bridegroom. — Thrice happy souls that have Christ 
for their Commander, and are led, governed, and conducted by 
Him as their King and Captain of their salvation. His very 
'^ banner " over them is love ; all His commands are commands 
of love ; all the service He requireth of them is imposed in love ; 
He never enjoineth them anything but what is for their good. 
They are never losers by obeying His pleasure ; all their losses 
oome by their disobedience : He never putteth them upon any 
suffering, but it is done in love. He chooseth the sweet attribute 
of love, showing that it is a special act of His love that He 
leadeth on His followers to conflict, intending to make them 
happy gainers, " more than conquerors." * 

12 — 15. (12) enclosed, marg. harred (ch. viii. 9). fountain 
sealed, so set apart for the particular service of the king.* (13) 
pomegranates,^ regarded as a sacred fruit, " emblem of spiritual 
f ruitfulness in good works, oamphire, or cypress, henna « (ch. i. 
14). (14) spikenard, etc., different kinds of spices that were 
highly esteemed. Some of them were foreign plants. The 
description is not of an actual, but an ideal, garden, saffron, 
or crocus, calamus, a sweet cane, brought fiom Arabia Felix. 
cinnamon, if the well-known article of commerce it came fr. 
Ceylon. (16) living waters, i.e, flowing waters, running 
streams. • 

The sealed fountain. — ^This morning we went to see some re- 
markable places in the neighbourhood of Bethlehem. The first 
place that we directed our course to was those famous fountains, 
pools, and gardens, about an hour and a quarter distant fiom 
Sethlehem, southward, said to have been the contrivance and 
delight of King Solomon. To these works and places of pleasure 
that great prince is supposed to allude, Ec. ii. 5, 6, where, among 
-the other instances of his magpiificence, he reckons up his gar- 
cLens, and vineyiuxis, and pools. As for the pools, they are three 
In number, lying in a row above each other, being so disposed 
tliat the waters of the uppermost may descend into the second, 
and those of the second into the third. Their figure is quad- 
rangular ; the breadth is the same in aU, amounting to about 
XLinety paces ; in their length there is some difference between 
•fcliein, lie first being about one hundred and sixty paces long, 
tlie second two hundred, and the third two hundred and twenty. 
They are all lined with wall, and plastered, and contain a great 
depth of water. Close by the pools is a pleasant castle of a 
zziodem structure ; and at about the distance of one hundred and 
forty paces from them is a fountain, from which, principally, 
■fcliey derive their waters. This the firiars will have to be that 
<* sealed fountain " to which the holy spouse is compared, Cant. 
£^v'. 12, and, in confirmation of this opinion, they pretend a 
■t^x^dition, tiiat King Solomon shut up these springs, and kept the 
door of tiiem sealed with his signet, to the end that he might 
•r>r*eserve the waters for his own drinking, in their natural fresh- 
ness and purity. Nor was it difficult thus to secure them, tiiey 
TOL. VII. o.T. A A 



e WUllamt. 



aComp.Fs.zlv.9. 
Proverbs.—" No- 
body's sweet- 
heart is ugly." — 
i>u<eA." People in 
love think other 
people's eyes are 
out." — SpanUlu 
"Lore is blind." 
English.-'* Faults 
are thick where 
love is thin."— 
WeUh. "To love 
and to be wise is 
impossible." — 
Spanish. " True 
love never grows 
heavy." " Who 
would be loved 
must 1 o V e.'* 
— Italian, 
h J. Maynard 
(1646). 

a " The garden 
and the spring 
being locked up 
and sealed, na- 
turally indicates 
that the acc^s is 
open only to the 
owner and pos- 
sessor himself."— 
0. ZSckUr. 

CSomp. Ge. zzix. 
3 ; Da. vi 17. 

h " One species of 
pomegranate has 
xemels of a deep 
crimson colour, 
preferred by some 
on account of 
their strong aci- 
dity, their juice 
being sometimes 
used instead of 
vinegar. The 
other variety is 
nearly white, of 
a pleasant sweet 
flavour, very re- 
freshing, and a 
great favourite 
with all classes. 
These trees are 
often seen in 
gardens by run- 
ning water, but 
they are also 
grown in exten- 
sive orchards, 
where they can 
be irrigated, as 
at Narlikessy, 
near Smyrna." — 
Van Lennep. 

c The henna is a 
shrub rising five 
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or alz feat high, 
with fragrant 
whitish flowers 
gitming in olus- 
ters iLauMmUa 
olta). 
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«. IS. l>r, A. 
Mimroy 191; Bp, 
FMtal, 342. 

"Low that has 
nothing bnt 
beauty to keep it 
in good health, is 
flhort'liTed, and 
apt to have ague- 
flta."— JiroMMii. 

"They say, base 
men being in 
love, have then 
a nobility in their 
natures more 
than is native to 
them." — J^uie- 
tptare, 

d JfaundreU, 

• Bvrder. 



a *' The beauties 
and attractions 
of both north and 
south of Lebanon, 
with its streams 
of sparkling 
water and fresh 
mountain air, of 
Bngedi with its 
tropical climate 
and henna plan- 
tations, of the 
spice-groves of 
Arabia Felix, and 
of the rarest pro- 
ducts of the dis- 
tant mysterious 
Ophir, must all 
oomlrine to fur- 
nish out one 
glorious repre- 
sentation."— /S[pir. 
Com. 

9. 16. Young (of 
Hawick), 2; Dr. 
R. Hatoier, ii. 
483; R. P. Bud- 
dieom, L 226 ; ^. 
Blencofoe, iiL 325. 

" LovB is iraesie 
— it doth create ; 
from fading fea- 
tures, dim soul, 
donbtfol heart, 
and this world's 



tiang usder gzoond, and haying no avenue to them but by 
a little hole, like to the mouth of a narrow well. Through this 
hole yon descend directly down, bnt not without some dificnlty, 
for about four yards, and then arrive in a vaulted room, fifteen 
paces longf, foid eight broad. Joining to this is another room, of 
the same ftuBhion, but somewhat less. Both liiese rooms are 
covered with handsome stone an^es, voy ancient, and perhaps 
the work of Solomon himself. Below the podls here runs down 
a narrow rooky valley, enclosed on both sides with high monn- 
tains. This the friars will have to be the '^ enclosed garden" 
alluded to in the same place of the Canticles before cited What; 
truth there may be in this conjecture, I cannot absolntely 
pronounce. As to the pools, it i& probable enough they may be 
the same with Solomon's ; there not being the like store of 
excellent spring-water to be met with anywhere else throughont 
all Palestine.' — ^F^irouz, a vizier, having divorced his wife Chem- 
p^ffiTtittan^ on suspicion of criminal conversation with the sultan, 
the brothers of Chemsennissa applying for redress to their judge, 
" My lord," said they, " we have rented to F^irouz a most de- 
lightful garden, a terrestrial paradise ; he took possession of it, 
encompassed with high walls, and planted with &e most beauti- 
ful trees, that bloom^ with flowers and fruit. He has broken 
down l^e walls, plucked the tender flowers, devoured the finest 
fruit, and would now restore to us this garden, robbed of every- 
thing that contributed to render it delicious, when we gave h^ 
admission to it." F^irouz, in his defence, ajid the sultan in his 
attention to Chemsennissa's innocence, still carry on the same 
allegory of the garden, as may be seen in the au1^or.« 

16. north . . south, not the east or west winds, bee. the one 
brought the biting cold, and the other the severe rain& Two 
opposite winds are mentioned bee. the fragrance is to be wafted 
in all directions, his gaxden,** hers, but she willingly acknow- 
ledges it as his. 

The south wind. — The suffocating heats wafted on tbe wings 
of the south wind from the glowing sands of the deeert are felt 
more or less in all the Oriental regions, and even in Italy itself, 
although far distant from the terrible wastes of the neighbouring 
continents, where they produce a general languor and difi^colty 
of respiration. A wind so fatal or injurious to the people of the 
East must be to them an object of alarm or dismay. Yet, in the 
Song of Solomon, its pestilential blast is invited by the spouse to 
come and blow upon her 'garden, and waft its fragrance to her 
beloved. If the south winds in Judsea are as oppressive as they 
are in Barbary and Egypt, and as the winds from the deeert are 
at Aleppo (which, according to Russel, are of the same nature as 
the south winds in Canaan), or if they are- only very hot, as Lt^ 
Bruin certainly found them in October, would the qwuse hare 
desired the north wind to depart, as Bochart renders it, and the 
south wind to blow ? The supposition cannot be admitted. Al 
inspired writer never departs from the strictest truth and pro- 
priety in the use of figures, according to the rules of Oriental 
composition ; and therefore a meaning directly opposite must be 
the true one, to correspond with the physical character of tha' 
wind. The nature of the prayer also requires a different versioc . 
for is it to be supposed that the spouse, in the same breath, woold 
desire two directly opposite winds to blow upon her garden * I* 
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now remains to inquire if the original text will admit of anotlier 
version, and it mnst be eyident that the only difficnlty lies in the 
term which we render '' Gome thou." Now the verb bo signifies 
both to come and to depart ; literally, to remove from one place 
to another. In this sense of going or departing it is used in the 
prophecies of Jonah twice in one verse : '* He found a ship (baa) 
going to Tarshish ; so he paid the fare thereof, and went down 
into it (labo) to go with them." It ooonrs again in this sense in 
the Book of Ruth, and is so rendered in our translation : " He 
went (vayabo) to lie down at the end of the heap of com." The 
going down or departure of the sun is expressed by a derivative 
of the same verb in the Book of Deuteronomy : '' Are they not 
on the other side Jordan, l^ the way where the sun goeth down ?" 
Joshua uses it in the same sense : " Unto the great sea (Mebo), 
towards the going down of the sun, ^all be your coast." The 
passage, then, under consideration, may be rendered in this 
manner, putting the address to the south wind in a parenthesis : 
*• Arise, O north wind (retire, thou south), blow upon my gaiden, 
let the spices thereof flow forth, that my beloved may come into 
Ms garden, and eat his pleasant fruits." This conclusion, were 
any confirmation necessary to establish so plain a truth, is veri- 
fied by the testimony of Le Bruin, already quoted, who, in the 
course of his travels in Palestine, found from experience that it 
produced an oppressive heat, not the gentle and inviting warmth 
"which Sanctius supposed. No traveller, so far as the writer has 
been able to discover, gives a favourable account of the south 
tvind ; consequently, it cannot be an object of desire : the view, 
therefore, which Harmer first gave of this text is, in every re- 
spect, entitled to the preference : " Awake, O north wind (depart, 
iSion south), blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may 
flow out."* 



CHAPTER THE FIFTH 



1. sister . . spouse, better, sister-bride, have gathered, 
efo.f these figures of speech may be referred to the " graces of 
the Church ;" " Christ describes Himself as nourished and re- 
freshed by them, and invites others, even the holy angels them- 
selves, to taste them with delight." • The king indicates that he 
is eveiy way pleased and satisfied with his bride, eat . . 
abtLndantly, an invitation addressed to the guests at the 
marriage. 

Open-air customs in the East. — ^The inhabitants of the great 
towns of Syria, during the pleasant weather in winter, fre- 
quently leave their homes and give entertainments to their 
^ends under tents pitched in the country for t^t purpose. In 
April and part of May they retire to the gardens, and in the heat 
of summer receive their guests in the summer-houses, or under 
the shade of the trees, llie same custom seems, from the invita- 
tion of the bridegroom, to have prevailed in the land of Canaan 
in the time of Solomon. The inhabitants of Aleppo make their 
excnrsion very early in the season ; and the cold weather is not 
snpxwsed by Solomon to have ceased long before, since it is dis- 
tinctly mentioned. In Syria, the narcissus flowers during the 
whole of the Murbania ; hyacinths and violets, at latest, before 

A A2 



wretched happl- 
neB8,a life whloh 
is as near to 
heayen as are the 
stars."— ^atfey. 
" When hearts 
are join'd in rlr- 
tuous union, 
lore's impartial 
beams gild the 
low cottc^e of the 
faithful swain 
with equal 
warmth, as when 
he darts his fires 
on canopies of 
state."— />n/(m. 
" I love thee 
more than the 
sunburnt earth 
loves softening 
showers — more 
than new ran- 
somed oaptives 
love the day, or 
dying martyrs, 
breathing forth 
thetr souls, the 
acclamations of 
whole hosts of 
angels." — Cum- 
berlantk 

"Areserved lover, 
it is said, always 
makes a suspici' 
ous husband."-^ 
OolcUmUft. 

hPtuetoti. 



a Wordsworth. 

V. 1. Bossueti xiil. 

182. 

" The first sound 
in the song of 
love scarce more 
than silence is, 
and yet a sound. 
Hands of invisi- 
ble spirits touch 
the strings of 
that mysterious 
instrument, the 
soul, and play 
the prelude of our 
fat e."— Longfel- 
low. 

" Draw my soul 
to Thyself by the 
secret power of 
Thy love, as the 
sunshine in the 
spring draws 
forth the crea- 
tures from their 
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winter cells; 
meet it half •way, 
and entice it to 
Thee, as the load- 
stone doth the 
iron, and as the 
greater flame at- 
tracts the less." 
-—Baxter, 

He who has lore 
in his heart has 

a^nrs in his 
des. 



hPnucUm, 



a "The deep of 
Orientals is pro- 
rerbially heavy, 
and load and re- 
peated knocldngs 
at doors are some- 
times heard at 
the dead of night, 
aooompanied by 
the reiterated 
shouts of some 
belated traveller, 
re-echoed by the 
narrow streets, 
and aronaing all 
the barking curs 
Oft the neighbour- 
hood; then a par- 
ley ensues, the 
gate opens to ad- 
mit the stranger, 
and the street is 
again hushed and 
«i lent."— Fan 
Lennep, 

•h Ptuoton, 



*a"Pure, or per- 
haps liquid 
myrrh, that wh. 
weeps or drops 
from the tree, the 
most esteemed 
but most expen- 
.sire of this class 
•of perfumes." — 

w. 3—8. Dr. E, 
£, JPusejf, 381. 

■*0h! there is 
nothing holier in 
this life of ours 
than the first 
oonsoiousness of 
love — the first 
flattering of its 



it is quite oyer. Therefore, when Solomon says the flowers 
appear on the earth, he does not mean the time when the earliest 
flowers disclose their bloom, but when the verdant torf is thickly 
studded with all the ridi, the gay, and the diversified profusion 
of an Oriental spring. This delightful season is ushered in at 
Aleppo about the middle of February by the appearance of a 
smidl crane's-bill on the bank of the river wMch meanders 
through its extensive gardens ; and a few days after, so rapid is 
the progress of vegetation, all the beauty of spring is displayed : 
about &e same time, the birds renew their songs. When 
Thevenot visited Jordan on the sixteenth of April, he found the 
little woods on the margin of the river filled with nigbtingrales 
in full chorus. This is rather earlier tiian at Aleppo, where they 
do not appear till nearly the end of the moni^. These facts 
illustrate tiie strict propriety of Solomon's description, every dr- 
cumstanoe of which is accurately copied from nature.* 

J^T-^. (2) sleep . . waketli, fig. of dreaming in sleep, 
knooketn, as at tSie door of the house.' undefiled, or peifect 
one. fi.llea with dew, through waiting so long in the night 
air. (3) put off, etc^ these are the excuses of drowsiness, or 
the parleying so customary in the E. coat, tunic, or under- 
garment feet, which were bare during the day, so needed 
washing at night. (4) hole . . door, a hole was necessary beo. 
the bolts of the lock were lifted on the inside. 

Eattem locks. — ^In the capital of Egypt, aJso, all their looks 
and keys are of wood ; they have none of iron, not even for their 
city gates, which may with ease be opened without a key. The 
keys, or bits of timber with little pieces of wire, lift up other 
pieces of wire that are in the lock, and enter into certain little 
holes out of which Ihe ends of the wires that are in the key have 
just expelled the corresponding wires, upon which the gate is 
opened. But to accomplish this a key is not necessary ; the 
Egyptian lock is so imperfectly made that one may without diffi- 
culty open it with his finger, armed with a little soft paste. The 
locks in Canaan at one time do not seem to have been made 
with greater art, if Solomon allude to the ease with which th^ 
were frequently opened without a key : — " My beloved put in his 
hand by the hole of the door, and my bowels were moved for 
him."» 

6, 6. (5) dropped with mjrrrh,* either coming from the 
dew-laden hands of her beloved, or from her profusely anointing 
herself before retiring to rest. (6) withdrawn himself, beo. 
grieved with her drowsy indifference, my sonl failed, better, 
I was not in my senses when he spake first. She grieves over 
the careless answer of v, 3. 

Hands dropping myrrh, — ^When the spouse rose from her bed 
to open to her beloved, her hand dropped myrrh (balsam), and 
her fingers sweet-smelling myrrh, on tibie handles of the look 
In this remark she seems to allude rather to a liquid than a 
powder ; for the word rendered dropped, signifies to distil as the 
heavens or the clouds do rain, or as the mountains are said to 
distil new wine from the vines planted there, or as the inverted 
cups of lilies shed their roscid or honey drops. The same term is 
figuratively applied to words or discourse, which are said to distil 
as the dew, and drop as the rain ; but still the allusion is to some 
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liquid. As a noun, it is the name of stacte, or myrrh, distilling 
from the tree of its own accord, without incision. Again, the 
word rendered sweet-smelling signifies passing off, distilling, or 
trickling down ; and therefore, in its present connection, more 
naturally refers to a fluid tiian to a dry powder. If these obser- 
vations be just, it will not be difficult to ascertain the real sense 
of the passage. When the spouse rose from her bed to open the 
door of her apartment, she hastily prepared to receive her 
beloved, by washing herself with myrrh and water, or, according 
to an established custom in the East, by anointing her head with 
liquid essence of balsam, a part of which, in either case, might 
remain on her hands and fingers, and from them trickle down on 
the handles of the lock.^ 

7, 8. (7) watolimeii, night police, smote me, bee. pro- 
perly a woman had no business in the streets at night.^ The 
watchmen took her for a person of bad character. (8) slok of 
love, and so fully x>enitent for seeming to neglect him. 

The Biblia Pauperum. — Before the invention of printing no 
books existed except such as were written. These were so scarce 
and high-priced t^at hardly any person except the rich could 
afford to purchase them ; consequently, the greater part of the 
people of every country remained in the deepest ignorance. 
This, at length, began to pass away; and among the earliest 
attempts to impart religious instruction was the JBihlia Pau- 
pemm^ or, "The Poor Man's Bible," supposed to have been 
printed about the year 1420. It consists of forty pictures en- 
graved on wood (printing by type was not then invented); each 
picture is divided into three parts, containing subjects taken 
from the Bible, very rudely drawn and imperfectly executed, 
with a text or a few words explaining the subject of the picture. 
Those who were unable to possess larger works might thus obtain, 
at a small expense, a degree of knowledge of some of the events 
recorded in the Scriptures. A few copies are still to be found, 
and some idea of the work may be acquired from a description of 
tlie fortieth or last picture. In the middle division is repre- 
sented the Eedeemer bestowing the crown of life on one of those 
who had departed in His fear and love. On the left is the 
daughter of Zion, crowned by the spouse, as described in the 
Song of Solomon ; and on the right is represented the angel 
speiSdng to St. John. At the upper part of the picture are busts 
of David and Isaiah, and two texts of Scripture — one is Sol. Song 
V. 7, 8 ; the other Rev. xxi., the latter part of the 9th verse. 
There are also some other short inscriptions. A fuller account of 
this work may be seen in the Rev. T. H. Home's publication on 
the Holy Scriptures. The copies of this "Poor Man's Bible" 
which remain are generally incomplete, and have been much 
used. Imperfect ^ this method of teaching the truths contained 
in the Bible must have been, yet, from several circumstances, it 
appears to have been received with eagerness, and may remind us 
that when our Lord was upon earth " the common people heard 
Him gladly." 

9. wliat . . beloved, the earnestness of the bride needed to 
be accounted for. This question provides the occasion for her 
dilating on the excellencies of the bridegroom. " Christian in- 
terpreters apply the description directly to the Incarnate Son, 



Bilken wings — 
the first rising 
sound and breath 
of that wind 
which is so soon 
to sweep through 
the sonl, to purify 
or to destroy r* 
'-'Longfellow, 



b JPnxton, 



" They plnoked 
off her veil, in 
order to discover 
who she was. It 
is well known 
that the eunuchs, 
in the Eastern 
countries, are at 
present autho- 
rised to treat the 
females under 
their charge in 
this manner." — 
Burder. 

«*We are never 
engaged to love 
tiU the Lord's 
kindness draw 
U8'(Ho8. xi.4).'» 
— Haiyburton. 

"Even He that 
died for us upon 
the cross, in the 
last hour, in the 
unutterable 
agony of death, 
was mindful of 
His mother, as if 
to teach us that 
this holy love 
should be our last 
worldly thought 
— ^the last point of 
earth from which 
the soul should 
take its flight 
for heaven." — 
Longfellow. 

« Why did she 
love him ? Curi- 
ous fool I be still; 
is human love 
the growth of 
human will ?"— 
Byron. 



a Spk. Com. 

" To me there is 
but one place in 
the world, and 
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that where thoa 
Mt ; for where'er 
I be, thy love 
dothaeeklUwaj 
into my heart, as 
win a Uxd into 
her eooret neetj 
then sltand ling; 
sweet wing of 
beanty, sing."— 
BaUev. 
b O. BrooJtM. 



a " Oonspicnons 
as a standard 
amidst a host of 
other men." — 0. 
ZdekUr, 

6 "Doves delight 
in dear water 
brooks, and often 
bathe in them, 
and then their 
liquid loTing 
eyes, 'fitly set' 
within a border 
(rf softest skyey 
blue, do look as 
though just 
washed in trans- 
parent milk."— 
Tfwnuon, 

"These doves 
start up from 
every spring and 
water-course." •-> 
Van lAnnip* 

9. 10. O. Moore, 
198 ; O. Patrkk, 
81; W.Fmn,UL 

"A pair of bright 
eyes with a dozen 
glances sufBce to 
subdue a man; 
to enslave him, 
and inflame ; to 
make him even 
forget ; they daz- 
zle him so, that 
the past becomes 
straightway dim 
to him; and he 
so prizes them, 
that he would 
give all his life 
to possess them. 
What is the fond 
love of dearest 
friends compared 
to his treasure? 
Is memory as 
strong as expect- 
ancy, fruition as 
hunger,gratitude 
as desire?"~ 
JViaekeray. 



partly in His eternal GocQiead, but chiefly in His risen and gloii- 
nadnmnanity."* 

The JHvme Bridegroom (v. 9). — I. The transcendent excellent 
dee of the Redeemer. 1. As they are in themselyes ; 2. As iihey 
are compared with those of others, n. The reg^ard we owe Him. 
1% We i^ould prefer Him to eyery person and to every object 
that can become His riyal ; 2. We should beware of proyolcmg 
Him to withdraw from ns His gracious presence ; 3. If on any 
occasion we haye lost a sense of His presence, we shonld employ 
diligently the appointed means of regaining it ; 4. If He con- 
descends to return, we should find our chief happiness in His 
communion, and surrender ourselves completely to His wilL* 

10 — 13. (10) white, " the complexion most admired in youth." 
Lit. daazling white, raddy, wit^ reference to his rosy, tinted 
cheeks, tne ohiefeBt, or a standard-bearer.* (11) head, etc.^ 
i.e, " it is noble and precious as the finest gold." hushy, curled ; 
lit hill upon hill, black, sign , of youth and strength. (12) 
eyes, eto.t comp. ch. i. 15. An extravagant poetic^ figure.^ 
fitly set, or, sitting on fulness, perhaps wit^ an allusion to the 
convex form of the eye. (13) sweet flowers, marg., towers of 
perfume ; prob. plante trained on trellis- work. 

Note on v. 10. — ^In our translation, the Chuych represents her 
Saviour as the standard-bearer in the armies of the Hving God. 
" My beloved is white and ruddy, the ohiefest among ten thou- 
sand;" or, according to the marg^, a standard-bearer among 
ten thousand. These phrases are made synonymous, on the 
groundless supposition ijiat a standard-bearer is the chief of the 
company ; for among the modem Orientals, a standard-bearer is 
not the chief, more than among the nations of Europe. He is, 
on the contrary, the lowest commissioned officer in the corps 
who bears the colours. This, however, seems to be merely a 
mistake of our traJislators, in rendering the phrase dagnl meH- 
hahah. If we undersiband by the word dagul, such a flag as is 
carried at the head of our troops, then, as the Hebrew participle 
is the pahul, which has a passive, and not an active sense, 
it must signify one before whom a standard is borne ; not the 
person who lifts up and displays it, but him in whose honour the 
standard is displayed. It was not a mark of superior dignity in 
the East to display the standard, but it was a mark of dignity 
and honour to have the standard carried before bne : and the 
same idea seems to be entertained in other parts of the world. 
The passage, then, is rightly translated thus : My beloved is 
white and ruddy, and honourable, as one before whom, or 
around whom, ten thousand standards are borne. The com- 
pliment is returned by her Lord in these words : ** Thou art 
beautiful, my love, as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as 
an army with banners ; " and again, " Who is she that looketh 
forth as the morning, fair as the moon, dear as the sun, terrible 
as an army with banners ? " Mr. Harmer imagiues that these 
texts refer to a marriage procession, surrounded with flambeaux. 
But what is terrible in a company of women, even although 
"dressed in rich attire, surrounded with nuptial flambeaux," 
blazing ever so fiercely ? Besides, his view sinks the last mem- 
ber of the comparison, and, indeed, seems to throw over it an air 
of ridicule : Who is this that looketh forth as the morning, fiur 
as the moon, dear as the sun, and dazzling, like a bride l^hted 
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home with flambeaux ? The common translation certainly sns- 
tains mnoh better the dignity of the last clause, while it gives 
the genuine meaning of aim^ which, in every passage of Scrip- 
ture where it occurs, sig^nifies either terrible, or the tumult and 
confusion of mind which terror produces/ 

Note on v. 12. — Hebrew, for fitly set, *^ sitting in fulness ; " that 
is, " fitly placed, and set as a precious stone in the foil of a ring." 
"See that youth, what a beautiful eye he hasl it is like a 
sapphire set in silver ; " which means, the metal represents the 
white and the blue, the other part the eye. The eyes of their 
more sacred idols are made of precious stones. " Washed with 
milk." Though people thus wash themselves after a funeral, the 
custom is also spoken of, by way of figure, as a matter of great 
joy. " Oh I yes, they axe a happy pair ; tjiey wash themselves 
with milk." "The joy is as great as being bathed in 
milk." But some do thus actually wash their bodies three 
or four times a month, and the effect is said to be cooling and 
pleasing. I suppose, however, it arises as much from an idea of 
luxujy as any other cause. The residence of the god Vishnoo 
is said to be surrounded by a sea of milk, whi<3i may also 
be aaother reason to induce the devotee thus to bathe 
himself.'' 

14 — ^16. (14) rings, some think should be cylinders^ or rods.^ 
"beryl, Heb. Tarshish; prob. the chrysolite, or topaz.^ (15) 
pillars, fig. of strength and steadfastness, sockets of gold, 
fig. for the sandals, as Lebanon, either taking fig. fr. the 
majestic mountain form, or from the white limestone rocks, 
excellent, eto.j the cedar being regarded as a peculiarly hand- 
some tree. (16) mouth, Heb. palate, regarded as the organ of 
speech, altogether, i.e. all of him is precious.* 

The believer's boast (v. 16). — ^This is my Friend. I. Let me 
tell you how I made His acquaintance. II. Let me tell you how 
He treats me. 1. He never speaks of my past ingratitude ; 2. 
He never fails to supply my wants ; 3. He never shuns to rebuke 
me for my follies ; 4. He never seems "to grow weary of me ; 6. 
He never treats me as a mere dependent ; He calls me His friend. 
III. Let me tell, further, what I think of Him. 1. He is as 
condescending as He is rich ; 2. His love is as ardent as it is 
constant ; 3. He is as jealous of my affection as He is deserving 
of it ; 4. He is as lavish of His promises as He is faithful in 
their performance. IV. Let me ask, Do you know Him 1 He is 
gracious — 1. To be the friend of such a miserable being as I ; 2. 
To let it be known to aU the world ; 3. To tell me freely to invite 
all my friends to His house and home, to be His friends as 
I am/ 

Note on V. 15. — "His thighs are as pillars of marble, fixed 
upon pedestals of fine gold ; " alluding to his sandals bound 
on his feet with golden ribands ; or, perhaps, expressive of the 
feet themselves, as being of a redder tincture than the legs and 
thighs. The Asiatics used to dye their feet of a deep red colour. 
Thus the lover in CHtagovinda says, " O damsel, shall I dye red, 
with the juice of alactaca, those beautiful feet, which will make 
the full-blown land lotos blush with shame ?"< 



c Puxton. 

" That fine part 
of our constitu- 
tion, the eye, 
seems as much 
the Teoeptacle 
and seat ol our 
paasions, appe- 
tites, and incli- 
nations, as the 
mind itself ; and 
at least it is the 
outward portal to 
introduce them 
to the house 
within, or rather 
the common 
thoronghfare to 
let our affections 
pass in and out. 
Love, anger, 
pride, and ara- 
rioe, aU visibly 
move in those 
little QrbB."—ild- 
diion. 
dHoberts. • 

a " Bings are 
worn on all the 
fingers — even on 
the thumbs— and 
are often set with 
precious stones." 
— VanLennep. 
b " The hands 
bent in are com- 
pared to beauti- 
ful rings, in 
which beryl is 
set, as the nails 
are in the fin- 
gers." — Fattsset. 
c«Why should I 
thus endeavour 
to express His 
beauty piece- 
meal, when He is 
in Himself and 
altogether the 
One longed for, 
drawing all to 
love, compelling 
all to love, and 
inspiring with a 
longing (for His 
company) not 
only those who 
see, but those 
who hear ? " — 
Thfodoret. 
V. 16. T. Watson, 
435 ; Dr. S. Hop- 
A»»u,47; J.Flavel, 
ii. 214; /. Stock, 
73; E. Cooper, i. 
230 ; J. Johnstone, 
43; a Neat, m. 
d Stems andTwigs, 
• SirW. Jones. 
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a'Thedttoghten 
of Jenu. peroeiTe 
from the bright- 
neM of her coan- 
tenancethat she 
has reoeiTcd in- 
telligence and il- 
lumination from 
Him. He who 
before aeemed to 
be at a distance 
from her hoose, 
is now seen to be 
dose by in His 
garden.^' -TTimii- 
worth. 

h "Christ now 
not only feeds 
His flock among 
lUies, but also 
gathers lilies ; 
gathers with joy 
and acceptance 
from His people 
those fruits of 
holiness which 
through the 
grace of His 
Spirit they are 
con tinually 
bringing forth." 
— Thrupp. 

a Jos. ziL S4. 
The name Tirgah 
AfpoMRmplecuarU- 
fusi; Tinah was 
the first capital 
of the kingdcHoi 
of Israel, where 
Jeroboam llyed, 
and where the 
other earlier 
kings of Israel 
lived before Omri 
removed the 
capital to Sa- 
maria. lELzvi. 
16—18, S4.'» — 
Wordtworth. 
b « The artillery 
of the eyes is an 
id^ common to 
poets of every 
nation."— G^ood. 
e Oetenitu. 
"From those 
marvellously 
beautiful eyes a 
grave, reproach- 
ful look had 
fallen upon him." 
—0. Zdckler. 
dRobeHu 



a 1 Ki. zi. B. 

6 •^ In its ethical 



CHAPTER THE SIXTH. 

1 — 3. (1) wllitlier, etc., 'another question put by the com- 
panions, wh. gives occasion for a response indicating the bride^s 
oonfiidenoe and affection.* (2) beds of spices, or balm.^ By 
this the bride intimates that Sol. is otherwise engaged just at 
the time, but she is sure that he still cares for her. (3) I . . 
beloved's, i.e. I really care for him, and love the bond that 
binds me to him. At this appeal the bridegroom at once re- 
appears. 

The lily in the Hast — ^*Onr camels were scattered on the 
numerous slopes in search of food. On these heights the lilies 
abounded, with grass and low shrubs between. I noticed that 
the camels did not touch the lilies at all, but cropped what lay 
between. It reminded me of the words, * He feedeth among the 
lilies,' — ^among, but not on the Hlies ; for while the lily furmshes 
no acceptable food for flocks and herds, it seems, by the shade 
of its high broad leaves, to retain the moisture, and so to 
nourish herbage, wherever it grows. The place of lilies would 
thus be l^e pLitce of the richest pasture, as Solomon evidently 
indicates when, again using iiie figure, he speaks of the 
'young roes which feed among the lilies' (Cant. iv. 5, and 
again vi. 3)." 

4 — 6. (4) thon^ etc., "Renewed declaration of love after 
estrangement." Tirzah, an old Ganaanitish royal city.* In 
the tribe of Ephraim ; a remarkably beautiful and charming 
town in northern Palestine, The exact site is not now known. 
Jemsalem, Ps. xlviii. 2. terrible, etc., or awe-inspiring. 
Alluding to the power of her eyes.^ Subduing and captivating 
with her glances.* (5) overoome me, or ta£:en me by storm, 
bair, etc., ch. iv. 1, (6) teeth, etc., ch. iv. 2. 

Note on v. 4. — This and the next chapter give an idea of what 
were the notions of beauty in the bride ; she was like the city of 
Tirzah, belonging to the tsribe of Ephraim. A handsome Hindoo 
female is compared to the sacred city of Seedambaram. The 
following, also, are signs of beauty in an Eastern woman : her 
skin is the colour of gold ; her hands, nails, and soles of the feet, 
are of a reddish hue ; her limbs must be smooth, and her gait 
like the stately swan. Her feet are small, like the beautifnl 
lotus ; her waist is slender as the lightning ; her arms are short, 
and her fingers resemble the five petals of thekantha flower ; her 
breasts are like the young cocoa-nut, and her neck is as the trunk 
of the areca tree. Her mouth is like the ambal flower, and her 
lips as coral ; her teeth are like beautiful pearls ; her nose is high, 
and lifted up, like that of the chameleon (when raised to snuff 
the wind) ; her eyes are like the sting of the wasp, and the 
karungu-vally flower ; her brows are iBce the bow, and nicely 
separated ; and her hair is as the black cloud.' 

7—9. (7) piece . . locks, ch. iv. 3. (8) queens, etc., SoL 
had a large harem,<* but he intimates here his preference of this 
bride to all others. (9) but one,* the one to whom he speaksL 
" These words represent tiie oneness of the Church Universal.'' * 

The dove. — The conjugal chastity of the dove has been cele- 
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brated by eyeiy writer who has described or allnded to her 
character. She admits but of one mate ; she never forsakes 
him till death pnts an end to their union ; and never abandons 
of her own accord the nest which their united labour has pro- 
vided. iEHian and other ancient writers affirm that the turtle 
and the wood-pigeon punish adultery with death. The black 
pigeon, when her mate dies, obstinately rejects the embraces 
of another, and continues in a widowed state for life. Hence, 
among the Egyptians, a black pigeon was the symbol of a widow 
who declined to enter again into the marriage relation. This 
fact was so well known, or at least so generally admitted among 
the ancients, that Tertullian endeavours to establish the doctrine 
of monogamy by the example of that bird. These facts have 
been transferred by later authors to the widowed turtle, which, 
deaf to the solicitations of another mate, continues, in mournful 
strains, to deplore her loss, till death puts a period to her sorrows. 
These facts unfold the true reason that the Church is by Solomon 
80 frequently compared to the dove.'' 

10, 11. (10) who, question asked by the chorus, as the 
morning, the dawn being regarded as beautifuL moon, or 
the White Onefl sun, or burning heat, comp. Ps. xix. 9. 
terrible^ etc.^ prob. with special reference to the starry host. 
The fig. IS differently used in v, 4. (11) nuts, Heb. eg$Zy the 
walnut ; still common in northern Palestine :^ Josephus says it 
abounded on shores of Lake of Galilee. 

The rose of Sharon. — ^A gentleman being with Mr. Hervey, in 
his garden, he plucked a rose, and desired the gentleman to 
present it to his wife, to put her in mind of her Kedeemer, the 
Rose of Sharon. She put such a respect upon the giver and the 
gift, as to put it into a frame with a glass : upon hearing of this 
he wrote the gentleman : — " Your lady has shown the most 
welcome complaisance to me, and to the rose, in putting it to 
such a use ; and could that poor vegetable be sensible, it would 
rejoice to be a remembrancer of its amiable Oteator. I heartily 
wish she may every day become more and more acquainted with 
the Bose of Sharon ; that His loveliness, riches, and glory may 
be revealed in her heart by the Holy Ghost."* 

12, 13. (12) or ever, Heb. I knew not. soul, or her desire ; 
her strong affection, made . . Amml-nadib, or the chariot 
of a lordly person, or of my willing people." (13) O Shu- 
lamite, or giving her name, Shulamith. two armies, or 
Mahanaim. A dancing company of two hosts. Some parti- 
cularly graceful form of dancing.^ Some trans. " A dance as it 
were of ang^el choirs." 

An American woman. — Some years ago, on a tour to Canada 

(says Mr. , a gentleman in America), I travelled near the 

White Mountains, in New Hampshire, visiting from house to 
house, conversing with every person I met about his eternal 
interests, and presenting all with religious tracts, which were 
received with so much gratitude and joy as to render my journey 
exceedingly pleasant. The next year I was employed by the 
New Hampslure Bible Society to travel round the "White Moun- 
tains : and calling at a house, I said, in an affectionate manner, 
" WiU you teU me if the Lord Jesus Christ dwells here ?" " I 
tarost," said the woman, *' that He is precious to my soul, yea, and 



significance in- 
valuable as a 
Divine witness 
to the principle 
of monogamy, 
under the O. T., 
and in the luxu- 
rious age of Solo- 
mon."-*^*. Com, 

c ^. Augustine, 

V. 8. Aleuirif II. 
ii. 539 ; F. Oake- 
lej/, 21. 

17.9. Bp.ffalltr, 
236 ; /. Archer, 
288. 

d Paxton, 



a Job zzv. 0, 
xzzi. 26. 

''I could see to 
read by moon- 
light, when the 
moon was only in 
the first quarter." 
—Oadsby. 

6 "The nuts men- 
tioned here were 
probably the al- 
mond, walnut, fil- 
b^ and pista- 
chio."— Fan X«n- 

WhUeerou, 



a "In a moment 
her soul is carried 
away directly, ir- 
resistibly, rapidly 
toward her bride- 
groom and her 
Kiufi." — MoQdy 
Stuart. 

h " There is no- 
thing incongru- 
ous with Oriental 
custom in a com- 
pany of ladies 
asking one of 
their number to 
dance before 
them."-<5{p*. Com. 
" Ask me no rea- 
son why I love 
you; for though 
love use reason 
for its precidon. 
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he admits bim 
not for his ooan- 
dllor. Ton are 
not young, no 
more am I ; go to 
then, thera'ssTm'* 
pathy: yon are 
merry, so am I. 
Hal ha I then 
there's more 
sympathy : you 
loye sack, and so 
do I. Would yon 
desire better sym- 
pathy ? "—.SAalre- 
ipeare. 

«R.T.a, 



a ** The richer 
•class wear either 
socks or stock- 
ings, of cotton or 
wool, or a mo- 
rocco " mest," 
wh. is a boot or 
sock of soft 
leather, with a 
sole of the same, 
and is worn in- 
side the shoe." — 
Van Lennep, 
b Lady SheU. 
c Oadsby. 
«. 2. Dr. J. Ed- 
umrds, Exer. 130. 
d Burden 

a « The simile 
well sets forth 
the appearance 
of a large clear 
liquid eye."-.^. 
Com. 

V. 6, E. Erskine, 1. 
76. 

"O how beanti- 
fnl it is to love ! 
Even thou that 
sneerest and 
kkughest in cold 
tndifferenoe or 
scorn if others 
are near thee, — 
thou, too, must 
acknowledge its 
truth when thou 
art alone, and 
oonfsas that a 



altog«ther lovely." linqiiiEed when, and hj wliat means, she 
hoped she might be bom again. " A man of the name of O ■ ," 
she said, '* oame in here about a year sinoe, and gave me a tract 
When he was gone, one' of my children began to read it idoad. 
It showed me my sins agahist a holy God, and zeyealed His 
wrath against me. I felt that I was lost for ever. I read the 
tract again and again, and my min only appeared greater than 
before, till at length I had a disoovery of the way of salvation 
by a omoified B^eemer." Bhe added, " I have longed to see 
that Mr. 0— — ever since.*' When I told her I was the man, 
she looked at me with a pleasing sorprise, and expreesed her joy 
and giatitade with sndi unaffected sincerity, as abundantly 
repaid me for all the sacrifices I had made. Her hnsband then 
said, ** Yon gave me a tract also, but I was unmoved by it : since 
that, however, I hope the Lord has shown mercy to my sonL" 

Four seasons (adds Mr. ) I have been out on the delightful 

business of scattering your silent and xM>werfnl missionaries, 
and were I able, I would travel through every destitute portion 
of our country, dispersing Bibles and tracts, at my own expense : 
though faint, yet pursuing.'' 



CHAPTER THE SEVENTH 

1 — 3. (1) shoes, or sandals. Beference is intended to the 
gracefulness of her stepping, rather than to the beauty of her 
shoes.* joints, etc.^ ladies in the E. wear eight or ten pairs of 
drawers, and these are often covered with jewels. They stand 
in the stead of our gown.^ (2) heap . . lilies, the Jews were 
in the habit of strewing flowers round their heaps of wheat 
when threshed in the open air.*' (3) two breasts, as ch. iv. 5. 

Note on v. 1. — ^The word rendered joints means the concealed 
dress, or drawers, which are still worn by the Moorish and 
Turkish women ox rank. Lady M. W. Montagu, in describing 
her Turkish dress, says, " the ibrst part of my dress is a jMur of 
drawers, very full, that reaches down to my shoes, and ponceals 
the legs more modestly than your petticoats ; they are of a thin, 
rose-coloured damask, brocaded with flowers."'' 

4, 5. (4) neck, ch. iv. 4. fishpools, etc., Heshbon was a 
royal ci^ of the Amorites. A large pool is still found in the 
neighbourhood.* Bath-rabbim, better trans, the }K>pulous 
dty ; or the daughter of multitudes, tower of Lebanon, a 
straight nose was regarded as forming a handsome profile. The 
tower referred to is not known. (5) Garmel, wh. has a soft 
and rounded top. pnil>le, of the deepest shade, with special 
reference to its lustre, held . . galleries, better, bound by the 
tresses. 

Note on v. 4. — ^Whatever is majestic and comely in the human 
countenance, whatever commands the reverence and exoEtes 
the love of the beholder — ^Lebanon, and its towering cedars, are 
employed by the sacred writers to express. In the commendation 
of the Church, the countenance of her Lord is as Lebanon, 
excellent as the cedars : while in the eulogium which He pro- 
nounces on His beloved, one feature of her oountenanoe ia oom> 
paxed to the highest peak of that mountain, to the Saonin, 
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which zisesy with majestiogzandenr, above the tallest oedars that 
adorn its summitB : " Thy nose is as the tower of Lebanon, which 
looketh towards Damasoos/' Oalmet iinagi^^> with no small 
degree of probability, that the sacred writer aUndes to an elegant 
tower of white marble, which, in his days, crowned the summit 
of a lofty precipice, at the foot of which the river Barrady 
foams, about the distance of two miles from DamasoDS. When 
Haundrell visited the place he found a small structure, like a 
sheikh's sepulchre, erected on the highest point of the precipice, 
where it had probably stood. From this elevated station, which 
forms a part of Lebanon, the traveller enjoyed the most perfect 
view of the city. So charming was the limdscape, so rich and 
diversified the scenery, that he confessedly found it no easy 
matter to tear himself away from the paradise of delights 
which bloomed at his feet. Nor was a very late traveller less 
delighted with ihis most enchanting prospect.^ 

0, 7. (6) for delights, or among delightsome things. (7) 
palm tree, wh. grows straight and tall.'* grapes, or dates 
growing on the pabn tree. 

Note on v. 6. — ^The Eastern women, among other ornaments, 
used little perfume boxes, or vessels fiUed with perfumes, to smell 
at. These were worn suspended from the neck, and hanging 
down on the breast. This circumstance is alluded to in the 
bundle of myzrh. These olfaotoriola^ or smelling-boxes (as the 
Vulgate rightly denominates them), are still in use among the 
Persian women, to whose necklaces, which fall below the bosom, 
ifi fastened a large box of sweets ; some of these boxes are as big 
as one's hand; the common ones are of gold, the others are 
covered with jewels. They are all bored through, and filled with 
a black paste very light, made of musk and amber, but of very 
strong smell.^ 

8 — 10. (8) I said, etc.^ after admiring his bride, the bride- 
groom desires to gain her for himself, nose, or breath. (9) 
roof, eto.^ or palate, sweetly, or tasting pleasantly, causing 
. . speak, infiuence of pleasant wine. (10) my beloved, as 
vi. 3. 

Note on v. 10.— Olearius observes, in his description of the 
dress of the Persian women, " Around the cheeks and the chin 
they have one or two rows of pearls or jewels, so that the whole 
face is adorned with x)earls or jewels. I am aware that this is a 
very ancient Eastern custom ; for already in Solomon's Song it 
is said, * thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels,' etc. All 
these Persian court ladies had over their curled locks, instead of 
pearls, two long and thick cords of woven and beaten gold, hang- 
ing down from the crown of the head over the face on both sides ; 
this ornament, because it is worn at court, is quite usual among 
the Persian women, and does not become them Ul, in their black 
hair " (Delia Yalla). Rauwolf gives a similar description of the 
head-dress of the Arabian women in the desert of Mesopotamia : 
** When they wish to adorn themselves, they have their trinkets, 
such as balls of marble, and yellow agate, glass beads of divers 
colours, longish pieces of metal strung upon a thread, hanging 
pendent upoii their temples, nearly a span in length."' 

11 — ^13. (11) field, or country: where in quietness mutual 



foolish world is 
prone to laugh in 
publioatwfaatin 
private it reveres 
as one of the 
highest impnlses 
of our nature ; 
namely, love."— 
Longfellow* 



b Paxton. 



a "The stem, 
tall, slender, and 
erect as rectitude 
herself, suggests 
to the Arab poets 
many a symbol 
for their lady- 
love." — Thomson, 



" Love's voice 
doth sing as 
sweetly in a beg- 
gar as a king." — 
Decker. 

b Burder. 



V. 9. Al&e. Pirie, 
CrU. Obi. Wkt. iii. 

V. 10. Bossuetf XV. 
321. 

"A heat full of 
coldness, a sweet 
full of bitterness, 
a pain full of 
pleasantness, 
which maketh 
thoughts have 
eyes, and hearts, 
and ears ; bred by 
desire, nursed by 
delight, weaned 
by jealousy, killed 
by dissembling, 
buried by ingra- 
titude: and this 
is loye."—Laiy. 

a RotenmulUr. 
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aMandragora 
wmaiU, or Atro^ 
pa mandragora, 
A wild plant oom- 
mon in Pal., of 
the eame genus 
with the bella- 
donna, bearing 
small yellow ap- 
ples, about the 
sise of a nutmeg. 

"The oonsclous- 
ness of being 
lored softens the 
keenest pang, 
e^en at the mo- 
ment of parting ; 
yea, eyen the 
eternal farewell 
is robbed of half 
of its bitterness, 
when uttered in 
accents that 
breathe lore to 
the last sigh."— 
Addison. 

"We paint love 
as a child, when 
he should sit a 
giant on his 
clouds, the great 
disturbing spirit 
of the world."— 
Crolv. 

iPaxton. 

"Lovers say, the 
heart hath treble 
wrong, when it is 
barr'd the aid- 
ance of the 
tongue." — Shake- 
sjpeare. 



a Oadsby. 

" The ancients 
sought to in- 
orease the 
strength of their 
potations by a 
mixture of spices 
with their wine ; 
and so likewise 
do modem Orien- 
tals."— Fon Lm- 
nep. 

"More loved by 
me than by the 
eye the light." — 
T. Cooke. 



sociel^ may be enjoyed. (12) let us see, eto.j ch. tl 11. (13) 
mandrakes, Ge. zxx. 14. Heb. dudaim, ]oye-appleB.<> 

ybte on V. 11. — In the gardens aronnd Aleppo, oommodions 
villas are built for the nse of the inhabitants, to which they 
retire daring the oppressiye heats of summer. Here, amid the 
wild and almost impervions thickets of pomegranate, and other 
fmit-bearing trees, the laagnid native and ^hansted traveller 
find a delightfol retreat from the scorching beams of the snn. 
A similar custom of retiring into the country, and taMng shelter 
in the gardens at that season, appears to have been followed in 
Palestine, in ages very remote. The exquisite pleasure which 
an Oriental feek, while he reclines under the deep shade of the 
pomegfranate, the apple, and other fruitful trees in the Syrian 
gardens, which, uniting their branches over his head, defend him 
from the glowing firmament, is well described by BusseL *' Re- 
vived by l^ie freshening breeze, the purling of the brooks, and the 
verdure of the groves, his ear will cat^ the melody of the 
nightingale, delightful beyond what is heard in England ; with 
conscious gn^tit^e to heaven, he will recline on the simple mat, 
and bless l^e hospitable shelter. Beyond the limits of the gardens, 
hardly a vestige of verdure remains, the fields are turned into a 
parched and naked waste." In Persia, Mr. Martyn found the 
heat of the external air quite intolerable. In spite of every pre- 
caution, the moisture of the body being soon quite exhausted, he 
grew restless, and thought he ^ould have lost his senses, and 
concluded, that though he might hold out a day or two, death 
was inevitable. Not only the actual enjoyment of shade and 
water diffuses the sweetest pleasure through the panting bosom 
of an Oriental, but what is almost inconceivable to the native of 
a northern clime, even the very idea, the simple recurrence of 
these gratifications to the mind, conve3r8 a lively satisf action, and 
a renovating energy to his heart, when ready to fail him in the 
midst of the burning desert *' He who smiles at the pleasure we 
received," says Lichtenstein, ^' from only being reminded of shade, 
or thinks this observation trivial, must feel the force of an African 
sun, to have an idea of the value of shade and water." * 



CHAPTER TEE EIGHTH. 

1 — 4. (1) as my brother, i.e. of the same rank and class as 
myself. The bride's trouble is the kingly dignity and court- 
surroundings of her beloved. She is a simple country maiden. 
(2) spioed . . pomegranate, " The juice of the pomegranate 
stUl forms a very agreeable ^erbet."' (3) left, etc., see iL 6. 
(4) charge you, etc.^ see ii 7. 

Note on v. 2. — ^The fragrant odour of the wines produced in the 
vineyards of Lebanon seems chiefly to have attracted l^e notice 
of our translators. This quality is either factitious or natural 
The Orientals, not satisfied with the fragrance emitted by the 
essential oil of the grape, frequently put spices into their wines 
to increase their flavour. To this practice Solomon alludes in 
these words : " I would cause thee to drink of spiced wine of the 
juice of my pomegranate." But Savary, in his Letters on O-rteef^ 
affirms that various kinds of naturally perfumed wines are p«>- 
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duoed in Crete and some of the neighbouring islands : and the 
wine of Lebanon, to which the sacred writer alludes, was probably 
of the same species.^ 

5. who, etc.^ the cry of the chorus. Formerly the bride 
approached in. a grand procession (oh. iii. 6), now she comes 
attended only by her spouse. I raised thee, the king reminds 
her of some former episode in their acquaintance, "fiiis apple 
tree was " the trysting-spot of earliest vows." 

Leaning on Christ (v. 5). — Observe what this attitude denotes. 

1. Weariness. II. Dependence. III. Communion. lY. Tender- 
ness. V. Activity." — Dependence on the Saviour (v. 5). — I. Best- 
ing on His promises. II. Relying on His -poweT. III. Realising 
His love. IV. Rejoicing in His salvation.^ — Coming from the 
miidemeu (i;. 6). — ^I. This world may be compared to a wilder- 
ness. 1. It is unfruitful ; 2. Changeful ; 3. Dangerous. II. 
The Christian coming up from it. 1. He has ceased to regard it 
as his home ; 2. He is detaching his affections from it ; 3. He is 
soon to be removed to another scene. III. As he comes up from 
it he leans on his Beloved. 1. Resting on His promises ; 2. 
Trusting in His grace ; 3. Enjoying His sympathy ; 4. Realising 
His presence. lY. His movements in it excite attention. 1. 
Inquiry ; 2. Admiration ; 3. Congratulation.^ 

Shelter only in Christ. — ^A Chinese convert is spoken of by Dr. 
Medhurst as having used the following language to illustrate the 
futility of human merits, and the necessity of relying on Jesus 
Christ alone for salvation : — " How can a man trust in his own 
righteousness 7 It is like seeking shelter under one^s own 
eluulow ; he may stoop to the very ground, and, the lower we 
Isend, we still find that our shadow is beneath us. But if a man 
flee to the shadow of a great rock, or of a wide spreading tree, he 
-will find abundant shelter from the rays of the noonday sun. So 
human merits are unavailing, and Christ alone is able to save to 
the uttermost those who come unto God by Him." * 

6, 7. (6) set . . heart, i.e. let me be united to thee for ever, 
cruel, or hard, vehement flame, or, "a very flame of the 
Lord."' (7) utterly condemned, or with scorn should he be 
Boomed. 

The love that passeth knowledge (v. 7). — The text singles out 
two things about this love. I. It is unquenchable by the waters 
of — 1. Shame and suffering ; 2. Of death ; 3. Of our unworthi- 
ness; 4. Of our long rejection; 5. Of our daily inconsistency. 
II. It is unpurchasable. 1. As a gift to persuade Him to love ; 

2. As a payment for having been loved ; 3. As a bribe to tempt 
TTim not to love ; 4. As a substitute for love.^ 

A seal on the heart. — This alludes to jewels having the name or 
portrait of the beloved person engraved on them, and worn next 
the heart or on the arm. In the pictures of the Eastern princesses 
and heroines there is sometimes a large square jewel on the fore- 
part of the arm, a little below the shoulder. "When aU the 
persons had assembled in the divan every one remained sitting or 
standing in his place without moving, till in about half an hour 
came two kapudschis, one of whom carried the imperial signet- 
ring, and presented it to the grand vizier, who arose from his 
sofa and received the signet-ring with a kind of bow, kissed it, 
put it on his hand, took it off again, and put it in the bag in 



b PaxUm. 



V. 5. Bouuetf XI. 
91 ; T. Boston, x. 
660; E. Ersiine, 
11. 124; R. P. 
Buddieom, i. 361 ; 
J. Johnstone, 160 ; 
A. Roberts, HI. 
S84; J. Cawoodf 
1.349; R. A. Suck- 
ling, 2d6. 

a Stems and 
Twigs. 

b J. T. Nollidge. 

c O. Brooks. 

" Love Is old, old 
as eternity, but 
not outworn : 
with each new 
being bom, or to 
be bOTn. "-jByron, 

" That lo7e alone, 
which virtue's 
laws control, de- 
serves reception 
in the human 
wml"-Ewipides. 

"But sweeter still 
than this, than 
these, than all, 
is first and pa»* 
sionate love — it 
stands |alone." — 
Byron, 



a CoverdaU. 



Ba TiU. 85. 

W, 0—7. R. Ja. 

JtCheyne,Z4t2, 

V. 6. Bp. W. Ni- 
cholson, 880; /. 
Flavel, Ti /, 
WhUty, IL 299. 

w. 6, 7. C. E. 
KenatDay, 193. 



w. 6—8. /. Saik- 
rin, m. 145. 

5 Dr. Bonar. 

"0 artless love, 
where the soul 
moves the 
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tongna, ABd only 
nature speaks 
what nature 
thlnks.">i>ry«ten. 



"There it a 
oomfort In the 
strength of loTe; 
'twill make a 
thing endniable, 
which else woold 
break the heart." 
— Wordsworth, 



ai^irpkf. 



A^yineyardsarB 
often let out to 
hasbandmen. 
The price or hire 
is alwagra paid 
in Und, and 
amoimts to one- 
half the produce 
of the TineTBrd. 
We haye, now- 
ever, personaUj 
known many 
oases in which 
the hire was paid 
in money." — Van 
Lennep. 

The Lord's lore 
is free as the air ; 
full as the ocean ; 
boundless as eter 
nity; immutable 
as His throne; 
and unchange- 
able as His na- 
ture. 



"There are 
depths of love In 
OluiBt beyond 
what we haye 
seen ; therefore, 
dig deep, and la- 
bour and take 
pains for Him, 
and set by so 
much time in the 
day for Him as 
you can. He wUI 
be won with la- 
\>onT."—B»ther- 
ford. 



which it had been beftne, and placed both in a pocket at the left 
aide of his kaftan, as it were upon his heart.' 

S — 10. (8) little sister, a youngfer sister, not yet come to 
woman's estate. (9) wall, i.e, steadfast in yirtae. palaoe of 
silver, i.e. many her to one of high estate, door, light- 
minded, easily moved fr. yirtae. inclose her, defending her 
from temptation. (10) a wall, stead&st in chastity, favour, 
or peace. 

An EaMem palace, — ^The eye is lost in contemplating the rich 
assemblage of ornaments which appear in every part of this 
noble haU. Frcon the pavement to &e beginning of the arches, 
the waUs are decorated with elegant mosaic ; the panels between 
the arches are filled with a very delicate ornament, which, at a 
little distance, has the appearance of a plain mass, and the ceiling 
is composed of stalactites in stucco, and is finished in a style of 
equal elegance. The distribution of the varioas parts of this 
noble apartment is truly enchanting. The balconies above were 
occupied by musicians ; below sat tbe women ; while 9,jjt d?ea% 
in the centre diffused a refreshing coolness through ishe hall. 
The windows in the background are finished in a sindlar manner^ 
and look into a little myrtle garden." 

11—14. (11) Baal-hamon, a tower so named is mentioned 
as being in Samaria. Or reference mav be to Baalbek, 
keepers, tenants." (12) my vineyard, wh. wa^i herself, as a 
loylng and faithful wife. tlLOse tliat keep, with possible 
reference to her brothers, who had been her gfuaidians. (13) 
cause . . hear, as ch. ii. 14. (14) make haste, or, flee^ my 
beloved, mountains of spices, Heb. Bewmin, Comp. ch. ii. 
17, — mountains of Bether, or division. See also ch. iv. 6. 

Mountains of Israel. — ^The only remarkable mountain on the 
western border of Canaan is Carmel, which lies on the sea-coast, 
at the south end of the tribe of Asher, and is frequently men- 
tioned in iie sacred writings. On this mountain, which is very 
rocky, and about two thousand feet in height, the prophet Elijah 
fixed his residence ; and the monks of the Greek Church, who 
have a convent upon it, show the inquisitive stranger the grotto, 
neatly cut out in the solid rock, where, at a distance from the 
tumult of the world, the venerable seer reposed. At the distance 
of a league are two fountains, which th^ pretend the prophet, 
by his miraculous i>owerB, made to spring out of the earth ; and 
lower down, towards the foot of the mountain, is the cave where 
he instructed the people. It is an excavation in the rock, cut 
very smooth both above and below, of about twenty paces in 
length, fifteen in breadth, and very high ; and Thevenot, who 
paid a visit to the monks of Mount Carmel, pronouncea it one 
of the finest gnx)ttos that can be seen. The b^mtiful shape and 
towering height of Carmel furnish Solomon with a w^jriVing 
simile, expressive of the loveliness and majesty of the Church in 
the eyes of her Redeemer : " Thy head upon tiiee is like Carmel. 
and the hair of thy head like purple ; the King is held in the 
galleries." The mountain itself is nothing bnt xook. The 
monks, however, have, with great labour, covered some {Murts of 
it with soil, on which they cultivate fiowers and fruita of vanou 
kinds ; but the fields around have been celebrated in all ages for 
the extent of their pastures and the richness of their veidnrc. 
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So great was the fertility of this region, that, in the language of 
the sacred wiiters, the name Carmel is often equivalent to a 
fruitful field. This was undoubtedly the reason that the covetous 
and churlish Nabal chose it for the range of hi» numerous flooks 
andherds.^ 

lA>ve. — 

Seemeth not love at times so occupied 

For thee, as though it cared for none beside ? 

To great and small things love alike can reaoh^ 
And cares for each as all, and all as each. 

Love of my bonds partook, that I might ba 
In turn pi^rtaker of its liberty. 

Love found me in the wilderness, at oost 
Of painful guests, when I myself had lost. 

Love, on its shouUers joyfully did lay 
Me, weary with the greatness of my way. 

Love lit the lamp and swept the house all rofundy 
Till the lost money in the end was found. 

Love, the King's image there would stamp again, 
Effaced in part and soil'd with rust and stain. 

'Twas love, whose quick and ever watchful eye 
The wanderer's first step homeward did espy. 

From its own wardrobe love gave word to bring 
What things I needed — shoes, and robe, and ring. 

Love threatens, that it may not strike, and still 
Unheeded, strikes, that so it may not kill. 

Love set me up on high ; when I grew vain 

Of t^at my height, love brought me down again. 

Love often draws good for us from our ill, 
Skilful to bless us e*en against our will. 

The bond-servant of love alone is free ; 
All other freedom is but slavery. 

How far above all prize love's costly wine, 
What can the meanest chalice make divine t 

Fear this effects, that I do not the ill. 
Love more — ^that I thereunto have no will. 

Seeds burst not their dark cells without a throe ; 
All birth is effort ; shall not love's be so 1 

Love weeps — but from its eyes these two things win 
The largest tears — its own, its brother's sin. 

The sweetness of the trodden camomile 

Is love's, which injured, yields more sweets the while. 



hPaxion, 

"It ii Uke the 
mn in tfaa sky, 
that throws his 
oom for table 
beams upon all 
and flarbears not 
to warm eren 
that earth that 
beaNth weeds. 
Lo7e extends to 
eartti andhearen. 
In heayen it 
affecteth God, 
the Maker and 
the Mover; the 
angels, as oar 
fipiarfHans ; the 
triumphant 
saints, for their 
pioui sanotity. 
On earth, it em- 
braceth those 
that fear tiie 
Lord especially; 
itwisheth conver- 
sion to those that 
do not ; it coun- 
sels the rich ; it 
comforts the 
poor ; it reve- 
renceth supe- 
riors, £||pectetb 
inferi(^H doth 
good t^friends, 
no evil to foes; 
wisheth well to 
alfe This is the 
latitude of love." 
—T. Adams. 

"She never told 
her love, but let 
concealment, like 
a worm i' the bud, 
feed on her da- 
mask cheek : she 
pined in thought; 
and, with a green 
and yellow me- 
lancholy, she sat 
like patience 
on a monument, 
smiling at gric^'* 
— Shakespeare. 

" I find she loves 
him piuch, be- 
cause she hides 
it. Love teaches 
cunning even to 
innocence ; and, 
when he gets pos- 
session, his first 
work is to dl£^ 
deep within a 
heart, and there 
lie hid, and, like 
a miser in the 
dark, to feast 
alone."— Dryden. 
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"Lore ii the 
root of creation ; 
Qod's essenoe. 
Worlds without 
nnmberlieinHifl 
boaom liko chil- 
dran; He made 
them for His pnr- 
poee only,— only 
to lore and to 
be loyed again. 
He breathed 
forth His spirit 
into the Camber- 
ing dost, and np- 
right standing, it 
laid its hand on 
its heart, and felt 
it.waa warm with 
a flame out of 
heayen; quench, 
O quench • not 
that flume! it is 
the breath of 
yoor being." — 
LcmgfMow. 



The heart of love is with a thonsand woes 
Pierced, which eeoare indifference never knows. 

The rose aye wears the silent thorn at heart, 
Atm^ never yet might pain for love depart. 

Once o'er this painful earth a Man did move, 
The man of griefs, because the man of love. 

Hope, faith and love, at God's high altar shine. 
Lamp triple-branched, and fed with oil Divine. 

Two of these triple-lights shall once grow pale, 
They bum without, but love within Qie veil. 

Nothing is true but love, nor aught of worth ; 
Love is the incense which doth sweeten earth. 

Oh, merchant at heaven's mart for heavenly ware I 
Love is the only coin that passes there. 

The wine of love can be obtained by none. 
Save Him who trod the wine-press all alone I 
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